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PREFACE. 


Shortly  after  the  Public  Examination  of  the  Grammar 
School  and  Academy,  in  June,  1873,  my  esteemed  friend 
and  neighbour,  the  Kev.  Dr.  Fraser,  suggested  to  me  that 
the  account  of  the  proceedings  at  the  examination  of  the 
school  which  appeared  in  the  newspapera  ought  to  be  put 
into  the  form  of  a  pamphlet  for  circulation,  with  a  short 
historical  sketch  of  the  Grammar  School  as  a  preface  or  an 
accompaniment.  I  mentioned  that  I  had  often  thought  of 
preparing  a  sketch  of  the  Institution  since  the  erection  of 
the  Academy  in  1864,  and  had  sometimes  even  almost  re- 
solved to  embrace  the  whole  period  from  its  foundation,  by 
James  VI.,  in  1576.  He  highly  approved  of  the  latter 
proposal,  and  urged  me  to  begin  at  once.  Without  suf- 
ficiently considering  the  amount  of  labour,  and  the  qualifi- 
cations required  to  complete  such  an  undertaking  in  a  proper 
manner,  I  followed  his  advice,  and  proceeded  with  the  work 
during  some  of  my  lebure  hours,  and  this  book  is  the  result. 
After  considerable  progress  had  been  made  in  the  collec- 
tion and  arrangement  of  the  necessary  materials,  I  found 
that  any  account  of  the  Grammar  School  would  be  incom- 
plete which  did  not  embrace  the  other  schools  under  the 
management  of  the  Town  Council ;  and  my  first  plan  had 


Digitized  by 


Google 


PREFACE. 


to  be  altered  and  extended  accordingly.  Besides,  when  ex- 
amining documents  to  obtain  information  regarding  these 
schools,  I  frequently  came  upon  curious  and  important 
particulars  connected  with  the  general  history  of  the  town ; 
and  several  of  these  I  have  introduced  into  this  work,  trust- 
ing that  their  interest  will  justify  their  insertion,  although 
they  are  in  no  way  connected  with  the  history  of  the  Town's 
Schools. 

In  the  account  of  the  Grammar  School  and  Academy 
from  1864  to  1873,  I  have  been  compelled  to  narrate  at 
greater  length  and  more  prominently  than  I  wished,  what  I 
then  did  and  said ;  but  a  full  statement  of  the  proceedings 
at  the  annual  examinations,  &c.,  was  unavoidable  in  order 
to  obtain  a  complete  history  of  the  progress  of  the  Institu- 
tion during  that  period,  and  my  connection  with  it  will  be 
accepted  in  excuse. 

Throughout  the  work,  quotations  from  the  old  records  have 
been  modernized  for  the  benefit  of  the  general  reader. 
Some  will,  no  doubt,  strongly  object  to  this,  and  would  prefer 
to  have  the  words  exactly  as  they  stand  in  the  MS. ;  but 
I  think  compaiutively  few  will  do  so.  The  strange  spelling 
and  frequent  contractions  of  the  original  would  compel  most 
readers  to  skip  such  extracts,  whereby  they  would  lose  many 
important  particulars  of  the  olden  time,  and  all  the  amusing 
quaintness  of  the  language  in  which  they  are  expressed.  As 
this  would  deprive  the  narrative  of  much  of  its  interest,  I 
hope  the  reader  will  approve  of  the  plan  adopted.  In 
almost  all  cases  the  quotations  are  given  in  full,  that  there 
may  be  no  question  as  to  their  precise  meaning. 

Regarding  the  Portraits  of  the  Teachers  with  which  the 
work  is  illustrated,  some  may  think  they  are  too  numerous, 
or  that  they  might  have  been  dispensed  with  altogether. 
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For  mj  own  part,  I  have  never  seen  the  portrait  of  a  school- 
master in  any  publication;  bnt  that  is  no  reason  why  I 
should  not  act  differently.  As  an  intellectaal  class  in  onr 
country,  teachers  have  not  received  the  attention  and 
enjoyed  the  social  statns  which  the  importance  of  their 
position  demands ;  and,  as  Professor  Wilson  said  at  the 
jabOee  dinner  in  honour  of  Mr.  James  Peddie, — *^  a  teacher 
of  youth  is  one  of  the  most  important  in  this  world's  affairs." 

In  Chapter  IX.,  is  a  chronological  list  of  all  the  teachers 
in  the  different  schools,  with  A/cuysitnile  of  their  autographs 
so  far  as  they  can  be  obtained ;  and  the  Appendix  contains 
a  list  of  Pupils  who  received  Prizes.  The  address  of  the 
parents  of  these  pupils  is  also  given  as  accurately  as  possible, 
bnt  it  has  been  found  impossible  to  give  a  complete  list 
prior  to  1864.  This  Prize  List,  however,  has  greatly 
exceeded  the  space  I  had  arranged  for  it ;  still  I  hope  it  will' 
be  int^:esting  to  many. 

The  materials  for  this  work  were  obtained  from  various 
publications  and  authentic  documents,  but  mainly  from  our 
Town  Coundl  Records ;  and  I  sincerely  thank  the  Magis- 
trates for  permitting  me  to  inspect  these  Records  so  fully 
and  so  freely,  and  the  officials  for  giving  me  eveiy  facility 
for  doing  so.  Various  other  gentlemen  I  have  also  to  thank 
for  so  readily  affording  me  opportunities  of  obtaining 
information.  I  have  also  to  thank  Mr.  David  Semple  for 
sending  me  a  copy  of  an  extract  from  the  Glasgow  Mercury 
newspaper,  giving  an  account  of  the  examination  of  the 
Grammar  School  on  20th  September,  1782,  and  also  for 
the  loan  of  a  pamphlet,  published  anonymously  in  1786, 
describing  the  circumstances  connected  with  the  imposing  of 
the  Beer  Tax  by  Act  of  Parliament  in  1753,  and  the 
disposal  of  the  money  thus  raised. 
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With  these  statements  and  explanations,  I  trust  the  work 
will  be  found  interesting  to  some  extent  to  such  as  are 
engaged  in  the  cause  of  education,  and  to  the  public 
generally;  and  especially  interesting  to  those  who  were 
educated  at  the  Grammar  School,  and  to  the  present  and 
future  pupils  of  that  Institution ;  and  that  it  will  help  to 
increase  the  renown  and  usefulness  of  that  ancient  and 
invaluable  foundation. 


It.  B. 


Undbbwood  Pabk, 

Paisley,  July,  1876. 
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KING   J/VMES    Vi. 
at  the  age  of  Fourteen  _fourj/ears  after  founding 
the  Paisley   Grammar  School -taken  from  a  work 
published   by  Theodore   Beza  at  Geneva  in    1580, 
entitled  'True  Portraits  of  men   illustrious   in  the 
reformation  of  religion  and   restoration  of  learning. 
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PAISLEY  GRAMMAR  SCHOOL. 


CHAPTER  L 


THE  Paisley  Grammar  School  was  established  in  1576 
by  a  Bojal  Charter  from  King  James  YI^  a  fac- 
simile of  which  is  herewith  given,  and  the  following  is  an 
English  translation  of  it : — 

"James,  (D.Q.),  King  of  the  ScoUy  to  all  honest  men  of  the 
whole  reahij  whether  Clergy  or  Laity ^  greeting : 

"  Elnow  ye,  that  remembering  the  dnty  we  owe  to  GKxl,  and 
in  consideration  of  the  great  zeal  for  civil  government  and 
good  order,  which  we  have  observed  among  our  subjects,  and 
especially  our  Burgh  of  Pabley;  and,  because,  above  all 
things,  our  office  requires  us  to  encourage  the  worship  and 
service  of  Qt)d,  by  whose  good  Providence  we  have  been 
raised  to  the  government  of  this  oiu*  Kingdom,  and  because 
it  becomes  us  by  all  honest  means  to  provide  that  schools  and 
seminaries  of  learning  be  erected,  and  the  poor  within  our 
said  Buigh  be  aided,  and  thus  the,  youth  may  be  instructed 
in  good  morals,  and  the  knowledge  of  letters,  and  virtue,  and 
may  be  qualified  not  only  for  serving  Ood  in  the  ministry 
of  the  word,  but  also  for  being  able  and  useful  members  of 
the  community  in  our  said  Burgh. 

**  Therefore,  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  our  most  trusty 
Kinsmen,  James,  Earl  of  Morton,  Lord  of  Dalkeith,  the 
Regent  of  our  Kingdom,  and  of  the  Lords  of  our  Privy 
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Council,  we  give,  grant,  and  freely  dispone  to  our  lovites  the 
Bailies,  Councillors,  and  Community  of  our  said  Burgh  of 
Paisley,   and  their  successors  for  ever,  as  under,  all  and 
several  the  altarages  of  the  SU  Mirren  and  Columba,  of  St. 
Ninian,  of  St.  Mary  the  Virgin,  of  St.  Nicholas,  of  St.  Peter, 
of  St.  Catherine,  of  St.  Anne,  the  chapel  of  St  Eoch's,  and 
the  seven  roods  of  land  or  thereby  belonging  and  adjacent  to 
the  said  chapel,  with  the  pittances  of  money,  obit  silver, 
and  commons  formerly  possessed  and  lifted  by  the  Monks  of 
the  Monastery  of  Paisley.    To  be  held  and  possessed  all  and 
severally  by  the  foresaid  Bailies,  &c.,  as  they  lie  in  length 
and  breadth,  with  free  ish  and  entry,  with  all  the  privileges 
belonging  to  them,  as  freely,  peaceably,  fully,  honourably, 
without  revocation,  contradiction,  or  hindrance  whatsoever, 
as  they  were  held  by  any  Prebend  or  Chaplain  formerly, 
for  the  erection  and  support  of  one  Grammar  School,  and  the 
support  of  a  Master  or  Teacher  to  instruct  and  educate  the 
bop  and  youth  of  said  Burgh,  and  of  the  country  adjacent 
to  it.    And  the  sum  of  forty  merks  to  four  poor  boys,  natives 
of  the  said  burgh,  and  continuing  in  the  school  for  five  years, 
to  be  paid  annually,  viz.,  ten  merks  to  each  boy.    And  on 
their  leaving  the  school,  and  four  other  destitute  boys  being 
put  in  their  room  by  the  said  Bailies,  etc.,  to  be  paid  to 
them  annually  for  the  said  term,  and  this  arrangement 
to  be  observed  in  all  time  coming.     Moreover,  with  the 
advice  foresaid,   we  constitute  all  the  foresaid  altarages, 
etc.,    one    subject    or    estate    for    all    time    coming,    to 
be  called    our    foundation   of    the  Grammar    School    of 
Paisley.    And  We  Ordain  that  one  sasine  taken  once  by  the 
said  Bailies,  or  any  one  of  them,  at  the  Court  of  the  said 
Burgh,  be  valid  and  sufficient  for  all  time  coming.    Besides, 
it  is  our  pleasure  that  the  Prebends  and  Chaplains  who  held 
the  foresaid  altarages,  &c.,  before  the  change  of  religion,  be 
not  injured  by  this  our  grant,  but  shall  have  the  benefit  of 
them  during  their  lives  only.    Wherefore  we  command  our 
Officers  of  State  that  none  of  them  presume  to  lift  and  collect 
the  fruits  of  the  foresaid  subjects,  or  disturb  the  said  Bailies, 
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etc,  in  the  possession  of  them,  and  ordain  the  Lords  of  our 
Council  and  Session  to  issue  onr  letters  in  all  the  four  forms 
at  the  instance  of  the  said  Bailies,  &c.,  enjoining  them  to 
answer  promptly  respecting  the  smd  fruits,  rents,  &c.  We 
command  likewise  the  intromitters  with  the  said  subjects,  the 
persons  bound  to  pay  them,  and  the  occupiers  of  the  lands 
and  tenements,  to  make  answer  readily  and  in  the  fullest 
manner  concerning  them,  without  any  previous  summons  to 
the  foresaid  Bailies,  &c.  Provided,  however,  that,  if  the  said 
Bailies,  &c^  shall  not  apply  the  said  annual  rents,  fruits,  &c., 
in  the  way  and  for  the  purpose  above-mentioned,  and  this 
bemg  sufficiently  examined  into  and  proved,  this  our  grant, 
with  all  the  particulars  foresaid,  shall  be  retracted,  rescinded, 
quashed,  annulled,  and  have  no  force  or  effect. 

In  testimony  of  which  things  we  have  ordered  our  great 
seal  to  be  appended  to  this  our  present  Charter  in  presence 
of  these  witnesses,  the  Eev.  Father  in  God,  Adam,  Bishop 
of  Orkney,  Commendator  of  our  Monist^  of  the  Holy 
Cross  (Holyruid  House),  near  Edinr. :  Our  Beloved  Kins- 
man, William,  Earl  of  Marischal,  Lord  Keith,  John  Lord 
Glammis,  our  Chancellor,  our  Rev.  Father  in  God,  Robert, 
the  Commendator  of  our  Monastery  of  Dunfermline  our 
Secretary,  our  beloved  Friends,  Counsellors,  Masters  George 
Buchanan,  pensionary  of  Crossraguel,  the  keeper  of  our 
Privy  Seal,  James  M^Gill  of  our  rotutli,  and  Alexander 
Kay,  the  director  of  our  Chancery  at  Holyruid  House,  the 
third  day  of  January,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  One  Thousand 
Five  Hundred  and  Seventy  Six,  and  the  Tenth  of  our  Reign.'* 

At  the  end  of  the  Latin  Charter,  the  following  sentence 
is  appended  :— 

«  Edmburgh,  18  March,  1656. 
**Producit  be  John  Park,  and  is  minut  and  recordit  in  ye 
councel  books  of  Exchqr.  conform  to  the  Act  and  proclama- 
tion maid  thereanent  by  me, 

«  H.  Weight.'' 

The  charter  has  attached  to  it,  as  will  be  observed,  the 
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"  great  seal "  of  King  James,  who  was  then  onl 
of  age,  and  one  of  the  witnesses  is  Master  George 
the  learned  and  famous  Jiistorian. 

At  that  time,  the  population  of  the  Town  of  Pf 
hare  been  considerably  under  1000,  for  in  1695| 
first  census  was  taken, — ^nearly  a  hundred  and  tw. ^p  i 
after  the  charter  had  been  granted, — ^the  popul  |      ' 
2200.    Paisley  was  then  a  comparatively  small  t»0^*«»^«      ^^ 
on  account  of  its  situation  and  surroundings,  it  lrHvn)^«Q{px((| 
been  one  of  the  most  beautiful  and  picturesque  (1,^    ^ 
Scotland.     On  the  right  or  east  bank  of  the  river  ^ 
Abbey,  a  noble  pile  of  buildings,  with  its  extensive 
orchards,  and  park  for  fallow  deer,  on  the  north  am 
the  whole  being  ^^  notably  enclosed  with  walls  of 
ashlar  stone."  *    Immediately  south  of  the  Abbey, 
the  opposite  side  of  the  river,  there  were  other  gan 
orchards,  which  helped  to  seclude  that  sacred  place  \ 
bustle  of  the  little  town.    At  Seedhills  the  river,  co 
a  high  ridge  of   rocks,   formed  a  considerable  yi 
between  which  and  th[e  Abbey,  the  grounds,  along  t 
gin  of  the  river,  were  no  doubt  laid  out  with  numerot 
walks,  where  abbots  and  monks  had  meditated  and  * 
themselves  for  many  generations. 

The  Cart,  with  no  public  works  and  no  common  se 
defile  it,  was  then  as  beautiful  as  any  of  the  rivers 
rural  districts  of  Scotland,  which  are  now  admired  f4 
purity  and  natural  ^grandeur.  Even  about  fifty-five  y^ 
it  was  comparatively  pure,  and  abounded  with  fish ;  a 
have  then  seen  anglers  successfully  plying  their  art  at  ^* 
Dipping,"  at  the  Water  Brae,  and  at  the  "  stepping  Irt 
in  the  river  at  the  foot  of  the  Dyers',  Wynd. 

Further  to  the  south  rose  the  Saucel  and  Casti 
ridges,  divided  by  a  steep  ravine,  through  which  flow* 
^*  torrent  of  Espedair,"t  pure  and  limpid ;  while  North 
^^ ._ 

*  Hamilton's  History  of  Lauark  and  Benfrewshire,  p.  303. 
t  Charter  of  Erection  by  the  Monastery  of  1490. 
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thes^  and  parallel  to  the  latter,  rose  the  Oakshaw  ridge, 
with  St.  Mirren's  bum  flowing  down  the  broad  intervening 
valley,  and  entering  the  Cart  opposite  the  Abbey.  To  the 
West  of  the  Oakshaw  hill,  and  separated  from  it  by  another 
valley,  ruse  the  Woodside  hill,  with  its  bosky  slopes  trending 
away  to  moor  and  wood  and  meadow.  But,  beyond  all 
these,  and  forming  a  beautiful  though  distant  background  to 
the  landscape,  towered  the  Gleniffer  hills  on  the  south,  the 
IGsUelaw  and  other  hills  on  the  west,  and  the  lofty  Kil- 
patiick  hills  on  the  north.  The  Oakshaw  hill,  commanding 
a  view  of  the  lower  strath  of  the  Clyde,  and  on  that  account 
formed  into  a  camp  by  the  Romans  having  a  pretorium  at 
its  western  termination  and  stations  for  the  outer  guards 
on  Gastlehead  and  Woodside — sloped  gently  towards  the 
bridge  that  crossed  the  river  at  no  great  distance  from  the 
Abbey.  At  the  western  extremity  of  this  bridge  the  little 
town,  with  its  garden  and  works,  was  situated. 

The  opposite  side  of  the  river  from  the  Abbey,  thus  diver- 
sified by  hill  and  valley,  wood  and  water,  and  in  the  almost 
rural  condition  of  the  time  to  which  we  refer,  must  have  had 
a  grand  and  picturesque  appearance.  It  has  often  been  re- 
marked that  the  Monks  of  old  selected  sites  of  great  natural 
beauty  for  their  homes  and  places  of  worship,  and  certainly 
theur  choice  of  the  banks  of  the  Cart,  at  Paisley,  as  the  seat 
of  one  of  their  finest  Abbeys,  forms  no  exception. 

Under  the  fostering  care  of  the  Abbots,  the  town  had 
gradually  increased  in  size  and  importance,  and  as  the  Abbey 
was  one  of  the  four  sacred  places  in  Scotland  to  which  pil- 
grims resorted  to  perform  their  holy  devotions,  the  numerous 
visitors  attracted  to  it,  on  business  or  for  religious  service, 
would  be  a  considerable  somrce  of  trade  and  profit  to  the 
inhabitants,  who  were,  for  the  most  part,  retainers  or  kindly 
tenants  of  the  Abbot,  and  more  or  less  interested  in  the 
welfare  of  that  once  famous  Abbey. 

There  are.  no  records  from  which  we  can  learn  how  the 
children  of  the  town  were  educated,  or  what  kind  of  instruc- 
tion they  received.    In  some  other  districts  of    he  country. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


THE  HI8T0BT  OF  THB 


where  religions  houses  were  settled,  the  children  of  the 
neighbonrhood  were  instructed  by  the  monks ;  but  we  are 
told  the  instruction  so  given  was  veiy  limited,  except  for 
those  who  were  intended  for  the  Church.  Very  probably  such 
was  the  state  of  matters  in  Paisley  too,  and  continued  to  be  so, 
down  to  the  Keformation,  in  1560.  But  when  the  Charter 
was  granted  for  the  endowment  of  the  Grammar  School,  the 
powers  of  the  Church  had  been  completely  broken  for  some 
years, — ^its  religious  services  in  the  Abbey  were  ended,  and 
the  monks  dispersed.  How  the  education  of  the  children 
was  att^ided  to  during  those  years,  or  whether  there  was 
any  school  in  the  town, — ^under  the  care  of  the  Town 
CouncO,  or  of  the  teachers  of  the  Beformed  faith, — 
we  have  no  means  of  knowing.  That  this  was  the  con- 
dition of  Paisley  at  that  time  seems  to  be  implied  by  the 
opening  statements  of  the  Charter,  and  is  made  more  pro- 
bable by  the  fact  that  the  first  minister  of  the  Abbey,  after 
the  Beformation — ^the  Bev.  Patrick  Adamson, — ^was  appointed 
in  1572,  twelve  years  after  the  change  of  religion,  and  less 
than  four  years  before  the  date  of  the  Grammar  School 
Endowment. 

Who,  then,  was  the  noble-minded  and  generous  one  to 
whom  Paisley  is  indebted  for  that  munificent  gift,  whose 
love  of  learning  and  desire  for  the  welfare  of  the  town  first 
suggested  such  an  application  of  the  lapsed  riches  of  the 
Abbey,  and  whose  influence  in  the  town  and  at  Court  was 
sufficient  to  secure  such  a  foundation,  at  a  time  when  those 
in  power  thought  only  of  enriching  themselves?  As 
already  stated,  the  King  was  only  ten  years  old, — a  mere 
boy, — and  living  at  a  distance  from  the  town,  could  have  no 
personal  interest  in  its  affairs.  The  idea,  therefore,  of  such 
a  foundation  could  not  have  emanated  from  himself;  and 
there  are  no  records  extant  to  inform  us  how  the  Town 
Council  of  the  time  acted  before  or  at  the  time  the  grant 
was  made.  Many  such  grants  of  Church  lands  had  been 
made  for  the  same  purpose,  since  the  Beformation,  and  the 
Town  Council  may  have  applied  to  Government  for  an 
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Endowment,  from  the  confiscated  property  of  the  Abbey ; 
bat  even  then  powerful  inflaence  would  be  required  besides 
to  secure  it.  Whether  the  Town  Council  took  the  first  steps 
in  the  matter  or  not,  there  are  strong  reasons  for  believing 
that  the  influence  which  obtained  the  grant  was  exerted  by 
the  Rev.  Patrick  Adamson.  As  already  stated,  he  was  the 
first  minister  in  Paisley  after  the  Reformation,  was  appointed 
in  1572,  and  continued  as  such  till  1575,  when  he  was 
appointed  chaplain  to  Regent  Morton,  with  the  assurance  of 
promotion  on  the  first  opportunity.  In  1577  the  Regent, 
fulfilled  his  promise,  and  promoted  him  to  the  Archiepiscopal 
See  of  St,  Andrews.  At  the  date  of  the  Charter  of  Endow- 
ment, he  was,  therefore,  chaplain  to  the  Regent ;  and  from 
his  position,  as  well  as  the  favours  afterwards  received,  he 
must  have  had  great  influence  at  Court.  What  more  likely, 
then,  than  that  he  should,  to  benefit  the  friends  he  had  so 
lately  parted  from  in  Paisley,  and  that,  remembering  the 
state  of  education  there  and  the  unappropriated  wealth  of  the 
Abbey,  he  should  solicit  the  Regent  to  obtain  such  a  grant? 
Or  if  the  Town  Council  first  moved  in  the  matter,  what  more 
likely  than  that  they  should  seek  and  obtain  his  influence  at 
Court  to  secure  the  desired  endowment  ?  He  was  a  man  of 
great  energy  and  ability,  and,  after  taking  an  active  part  in 
the  affairs  of  that  troubled  time,  died  in  1592. 

There  were  several  Grammar  Schools  in  Scotland  before 
the  Reformation,  and  their  influence  on  the  education  of  the 
people,  as  well  as  in  encouraging  learning,  no  doubt  greatly 
tended  to  bring  about  that  event.  Dunfermline  and  Perth 
had  each  a  Grammar  School  in  the  12th  century ;  Aberdeen, 
Ayr,  and  Dundee  in  the  13th  century;  and  in  the  14th, 
Glasgow;  and  in  the  15th  Brechin',  Dunbarton,  and  Kirk- 
wall had  similar  institutions.  During  the  16th  century  no 
less  than  fourteen  Grammar  Schools  were  established  in  our 
country,  and  the  following  is  the  order  in  which  they  were 
founded: — ^Edinburgh,  Montrose,  Banff,  Lanark,  Peebles, 
Irvine,  Dunbar,  Paisley,  Renfrew,  CupaivFife,  Earkcud- 
bright,  Elirkcaldy,  Musselburgh,  and  Burntisland.  The  esta- 
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blishment  of  so  many  higher  class  schools  throughout  the 
country  during  that  century,  both  attests  the  impetus  that 
was  then  given  to  education,  and  largely  accounts  for  the 
rapid  strides  which  Scotland  afterwards  made  in  civilisation. 
What  were  the  original  endowments  given  to  the  Grammar 
School  by  King  James  VI.,  and  what  has  become  of  them! 
Although  we  do  not  undertake  to  give  a  satisfactory  answer 
to  these  questions,  yet  we  have  been  able  to  gather  not 
a    little     regarding     them.      These     grants     were    (1) 
the  Altarages  of  St.  Mirren  and  Golumba,  St.  Ninian,  St. 
Maiy  the  Virgin,  St.  Nicholas,  St.  Peter,  St.  Catherine,  and 
St.  Ann ;  (2)  the  pittances  of  money  and  obit  silver  and 
commons  formerly  possessed  and  lifted  by  the  monks  of  the 
Monastery  of  Paisley ;  (3)  the  Chapel  of  St.  Kock,  and  seven 
roods  of  land,  or  thereby,  belonging  and  adjacent  to  the  said 
Chapel  of  Saint  Bock.    We  will  deal  with  them  in  order. 

THE  ALTABAGES. 

These  were  the  lands  and  feu-duties  or  rental  of  certain 
properties  in  the  Burgh  which  were  given  by  pious  indivi- 
duals for  the  support  of  die  chaplain  who  ofiSciated  at  the 
different  altars  in  the  Abbey ;  and  were  grants  by  various 
pious  persons  in  honour  of  certain  Saints,  for  the  perform- 
ance of  masses  and  prayers  for  the  souls  of  themselves,  their 
heirs,  and  others.    The  inside  of  the  monastery  was  orna- 
mented by  several  of  these  altars,  to  which  we  will  yet  have 
occajsion  to  refer.    These  altars,  along  with  the  imag^  which 
ornamented  them,  were  all  destroyed  at  the  Beformation. 
At  the  end  of  the  ninth  volume  of  the  Council  Becords,  there 
is  entered  a  list  of  the  sums  received  on  account  of  several  of 
the  altars  that  were  attached  to  the  Abbey  before  the  Refor- 
mation.   The  simis  payable  by  the  different  persons  were  in 
general  very  small  and  difiBcult  to  collect,  and  it  appears  that 
the  town  treasurers,  prior  to  1659,  did  not  therefore  put  them- 
selves to  the  trouble  to  uplift  this  money  regularly.      The 
Council,  however,  took  up  this  matter  at  their  meeting  held 
on  21st  April,  1659,  and  passed  the  following  very  curious 


Digitized  by 


Google 


P1I8LXT  ORAMMAB  SCHOOL.  9 

resolution: — "Which  day  the  Bailies  and  Council  of  the 
Burgh,  taking  to  their  consideration  that  diverse  treasurers  of 
the  same  in  time  bygone,  have  suffered  certain  of  the  town 
pittances,  ground  annuals,  and  altarages  money  (they  being 
but  small  charges)  to  go  out  of  payment  by  reason  of  their 
lothness  to  offend  some  of  their  co-burgesses,  who  were 
unwilling  to  pay  the  same,  have,  for  remeed  thereof,  statute 
and  ordained  that  it  shall  be  one  part  of  each  treasurer's  oath 
in  time  coming,  at  his  election,  to  swear  that  within  the  space 
of  twenty  months  after  his  said  election,  that  he  shall  give 
up  to  the  Bailies  and  Council  for  the  time,  one  true  list  and 
row  of  all  pittances,  ground  annuals,  altarage  money,  feu- 
duties,  and  common  land  maills  that  shall  be  resting  owing 
to  him  for  the  time,  by  whatsoever  person  or  persons,  to  the 
effect  that  the  common  procurator  of  the  Burgh  may  join 
with  him  in  persute  thereof  (upon  the  Town's  charges),  aye, 
and  until  they  obtain  decreet  and  payment  of  the  same 
against  and  from  such  persons  as  are  liable  in  payment 
thereof." 

The  Council  were  in  earnest  that  these  pittances,  etc., 
should  be  collected,  for  in  the  following  year  this  resolu- 
tion, or  act  as  they  called  it,  was  ratified.  The  ninth  volume 
of  the  Council  Becords  begins  at  1st  February,  1649,  and 
ends  29th  Feb.,  1666,  and  it  must  have  been  during  this 
period  that  the  very  complete  and  detailed  statement  of  "  the 
rental  of  all  the  dueties  that  partains  yearly  to  the  whole 
altars  within  the  Parish  Eark  of  Paisley,"  were  entered,  and 
most  likely  at  the  time  in  1659  when  the  treasurer  was  so 
peremptorily  ordered  to  recover  payment  of  them.  These, 
of  coursety  were,  as  enumerated,  given  by  King  James  VI. 
at  the  downfall  of  Papacy,  to  ^idow  the  Grammar  School. 

I. — THE  ALTABAGE  OF  8T^  MIBBEN  AND  C0LI7MBA. 

This  was  by  far  the  most  important  of  all  the  grants  given 
by  King  James  VL  to  the  Grammar  School.  But  to  ascer- 
tain the  value  and  extent  of  this  altarage,  we  will  require 
first  to  see  what  were  its  endowments.    The  only  one,  so  far 
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as  we  know,  was  ihe  endowment  as  described  in  the  "  Cha 

by  James  Crawford  of  Kilwynnat,  bm-gess  of  Paisley,  i 

Elizabeth  Galbraith  his  wife,  with  the  consent  and  author 

of  George,  Abbot  of  Paisley,  and  the  convent  thereof. 

Superiors  of  the  lands  aftennentioned,  in  chapter  asked  an 

obtained;  also,  with  the  approbation  of  Sobert,  Archbisha 

of  Glasgow,  and  chapter  of  the  same,  whereby  the  grant 

founded  and  constituted  and  ordained  a  chapel,  with  it 

chaplain,  in  the  church  of  the  parish  of  Paisley,  on  the  sout^ 

side  thereof,  to  the  altar  of  St.  Mirren  and  Columba  con<^ 

fessors,  built  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Crawford  in  honoiu*  of  the 

Trinity,  the  Virgin  Mary,  St.  Peter  and  St.  Paul,  the  Apostles^l 

and  of  all  Superiorum  Civium.    Also,  for  the  salvation  I 

of  James  the  III.  and  James  the  lY.,  and  their  predecessors 

and  successors,  and  for  the  salvation  of  the  Granters  and 

Mr.  Archibald    Crawford,  Vicar  of    Erskine,  and    their 

relations,  ancestors,  and  successors.     For  the  support  of 

which  chapel,  they  give  and  grant  those  tenements  and 

burgal  lands,  which  they  had  acquired  by  conquest  and 

industry.    Which  tenements,  etc.,  are  as  follows : — ^AU  and 

whole  the  burgal  tenements  and  burgal  lands  of  Seedhill, 

with  the  pertinents,  lying  in  the  Burgh  of  Paisley  on  the 

south  side  of  the  same,  near  the  mill  and  monastery  of 

Paisley;  also,  all  and  whole  terras  campestres  de  Seedhill^ 

as  more  fully  contained  in  the  writs  thereof ;  also,  all  and 

whole  the  lands  of  Wellmeadow,  and  pertinents  lying  on  the 

west  parts  of  the  Burgh,  upon  the  king's  highway  on  the  south 

side  thereof,  to  be  holden  and  possessed  the  said  lands  and 

chapel,  etc.,  in  perpetuam  eleemosynam.    The  presentation  to 

the  chapel  is  reserved  in  liferent  to  the  Granters,  and,  after 

their  death,  is  given  to  the  Bailies  and  Community  of  the 

Burgh  for  the  time  being,  and  their  successors.    The  Bailies, 

after  a  vacancy,  to  present  a  fit  person  to  the  chapel  within 

twenty  days,  preferring  a  Burgess  of  Paisley.    If  the  Bailies, 

etc.,  fail  to  present  in  twenty  days,  the  power  of  presentation 

is  given  to  the  Prior  and  Convent.    The  chaplain  to  reside 

constantly  at  the  church,  and  to  perform  mass  for  the  souls 


Digitized  by 


Google 


\ 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Digitized  by 


Google 


PiULST  GRIMHAB  gCHOOL.  11 

of  the  Granters,  etc.  He  is  not  to  absent  himself  more  than 
fifteen  days  without  leave,  under  pain  of  removal  by  the 
Patrons.  His  conduct  is  to  be  inspected  and  corrected  by 
the  Archbishop  and  his  officers,  and  for  the  third  fault  to 
forfeit  the  chapel.  Sealed  with  the  seals  of  the  Lord 
Archbishop  of  Glasgow  and  chapter,  of  the  Granters,  of 
the  Abbot  and  Convent  of  Paisley,  of  the  Burgh  of  Paisley, 
and  others  tobeobtained  by  Granters  in  their  names,  at  Paisley, 
15  July,  1499."  Six  seals  have  been  appended,  and  five  of 
them  still  remain.  This  deed  is  in  excellent  preservation ; 
and  as  will  be  seen  foom  ihe  fac-simile  of  it  which  we  give, 
it  is  beautifully  written.  Such  were  the  terms  of  the 
munificent  endowment  by  James  Crawford,  Burgess  of 
Paisley,  and  Elizabeth  Calbraith,  his  wife,  to  the  altar  of  St. 
Mirren  and  Columba,  in  the  chapel  which  they  built  on  the 
south  side  of  the  Abbey,  and  which  is  now  known  as  the 
Sounding  Aisle. 

In  a  charter  by  the  Bailies,  Council,  and  Community  of 
the  Burgh  of  Paisley,  to  Hugh  Crawford,  dated  4th  June, 
1597^  these  SeedhiU  lands  are  more  minutely  stated  and 
described  as  ^^  extending  to  thirteen  acres  and  three  roods  of 
arable  land,  besides  the  meadow  thereof,*'  the  extent  of  which 
is  not  given.  In  that  deed,  the  lands  of  SeedhiU  are  stated 
to  be  ^^All  and  whole  oiu*  lands  of  SeedhiU,  anciently 
mortified  to  the  said  altar  (of  St.  Mirren  and  Columba)  with 
ihdr  pertinents,  which  formerly  were  not  let  in  feu  farms  by 
the  Chaplsuns  of  the  said  altar,  with  the  consent  of  oiu*  pre- 
decessors' patrons  of  the  same,  extending  to  thirteen  acres  and 
three  roods  of  arable  land,  besides  the  meadow  thereof  and 
the  pertinents  lying  within  the  said  Burgh,  between  the  lands 
of  Whyteford  on  the  east,  the  water  of  Cart  on  the  south, 
the  Crossflat  bum,  and  the  gardens,  and  toft  of  SeedhiU  on 
the  west,  and  the  waU  of  the  Place  of  Paisley  on  the  north 
parts ;  together  with  the  mansion  within  the  said  lands  of 
SeedhiU,  with  houses,  bmldings,  gardens,  orchards  of  the 
same,  and  pertinents  anciently  inhabited  by  the  chaplams  of 
the  said  altar^  and  thereto  belonging,  not  formerly  let  in  feu 
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farm,  the  present  grant  not  extending  beyond  these,  saving 
and  excepting  the  other  heritages  of  the  said  lands  of  Seed- 
hill  and  the  heritable  rights  thereof,  and  the  Millhill  of 
Seedhill,  and  the  passages  thereto  used  and  wont  only."  The 
Town  Council  was  to  receive  "  for  the  said  lands  of  Seed* 
hill  eight  boUs  and  three  pecks  of  barley,  six  bolls  and  two 
f urlets  and  three  pecks  of  meal,  or  for  each  boll  of  meal  and 
barley  ten  shillings  scots,  at  the  option  of  the  said  Hew 
Crawford,  his  heirs,  and  successors.  And  for  the  said 
mansion  house,  buildings,  garden,  and  pertinents,  forty 
shillings  scots,  as  the  ancient  feu  farm*and  annual  rent  pay- 
able for  the  same,  together  with  eleven  shillings  and  three 
pence  scots,  in  augmentation  of  the  rental  of  the  same  more 
than  the  lands,  mansion  house,  etc.,  formerly  paid,  extending 
in  whole  to  the  sum  of  ten  pounds  scots,"  or  16s.  8d.  stg. 
These  lands  and  houses  were  all  given  to  endow  the  chapel 
of  St.  Mirren  and  Columba,  and,  of  course,  constituted  the 
altarages  of  that  chapel  when  King  James  the  YL  conveyed 
it  to  the  Town  Council  for  the  founding  and  endowing  of 
the  Grammar  SchooL  On  the  Seedhill  lands,  there  were 
'^houses,  buildings,  gardens,  and  orchards,"  which  had  been 
^^  anciently  inhabited  by  the  chaplains  "  of  the  altar  of  St. 
Mirren  and  Columba.  In  1618  these  houses  became  quite 
ruinous,  and  the  Council  agreed,  on  the  application  of  John 
Park,  the  tenant,  that  they  should  be  taken  down  and  two 
new  houses  built  in  their  place.  The  minute  of  Council 
agreeing  to  do  this  is  dated  31st  January,  1618,  and  is  as 
follows : — ^  The  which  day  the  Bailies  and  Council  having 
consideration  of  the  supplication  given  by  John  Park,  in 
Seedhill,  anent  the  buildkig  and  repairing  of  their  house  in 
Seedhill,  inhabited  by  him,  and  pertaining  of  old  to  the 
Chaplains  of  the  altarages  of  St.  Mirren  and  St.  Columba, 
and  now  to  the  said  Bailies,  and  Council^  and  Community  of 
the  said  Burgh ;  Which  having  consideration  thereof,  and 
understanding  the  same  to  be  ruinous  and  falling  down,  they 
have  concluded  that  the  said  house,  timber  and  stones  thereof, 
shall  be  taken  down  and  laid  together  and  kept ;  and  there 
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be  boilt  two  new  houses,  with  two  even  up  gables  and  one 
even  up  gable  in  the  midst  of  the  said  houses,  of  such  length 
and  breadth  as  the  persons  underwritten  shall  think  most 
expedient  for  the  commonweil  of  the  said  Burgh ;  and  with 
such  casnallfl  as  shall  be  necessary  betwixt  and  Whitsunday 
next  to  come.  And  that  by  the  right  of  the  Bailies,  Thomas 
Whyteford,  Claud  Hamilton,  Robert  Craig,  John  White, 
merchant ;  John  Algie,  younger ;  Thomas  Maxwell,  or  any 
three  of  them,  with  the  said  Bailies,  with  power  to  them  to 
agree  with  masons,  wrights,  and  other  workmen  for  building. 
And  some  plain  trees  in  the  yard  thereof,  as  may  be  goodly 
spared  to  be  sold,  and  the  price  thereof  to  be  employed  upon 
the  building  of  the  same.  And  the  said  house  being  built 
in  two  houses  as  said  is,  the  yard  to  be  divided  in  two ;  and 
the  said  house  and  yards  to  be  rouped  and  set  to  them  that 
will  give  most  therefor.  Item :  the  said  Bailies  and  Council 
ordain  lime  to  be  provided  and  bought  by  the  foresaid  per- 
sons for  building  of  the  said  house,  and  for  spurging  of  the 
Tolbuith  house  and  booth." 

In  the  management  of  these  lands  of  Seedhill,  the  Town 
Council  appear  to  have  had  considerable  di£Bculty  vnth  the 
tenants,  who,  for  some  reason,  would  not  pay  the  rents  or 
feu-duties,  which  consisted  of  a  certain  quantity  of  meal 
and  beer  for  the  lands  and  parts  of  the  meadow  there.  The 
tenants  were — John  Park,  Marion  Hamilton,  reUct  of  Wm. 
Beid;  John  Park,  junior;  Robert  Park,  David  Henderson, 
Thomas  Brown,  and  William  and  Margaret  Park,  who  alto- 
gether held  among  them  thirteen  acres  three  roods  of  land  ; 
and  five  of  them  had,  in  addition,  certain  parts  of  the 
meadow  there — ^the  extent  of  which  is  not  stated — while 
John  Park  had  also  the  ^'  house  and  yard  called  the  Chap- 
pellaner."  The  record,  in  the  Council  minutes,  of  the 
action  raised  by  John  Algie,  treasurer  to  the  Biu'gh  at  that 
time,  for  the  recovery  of  the  rents  due  by  these  persons,  is 
dated  13th  February,  1618.  It  is  of  considerable  length,  and 
states  "  that  when  the  Bailies,  Council,  and  Community  of 
the  said  Burgh,  and  by  our  Sovereign  Lord's  charter,  under 
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his  own  great  seal,  made  to  them  and  their  successors,  pre- 
cept and  instrument  of  sasine  following  thereupon,  heritable 
infef t,  all  and  whole  the  chappelanarie  and  altarage  of  St. 
Mirren  and  St.  Columba,  situated  within  the  Parish  Kirk  of 
Paisley ;  and  in  all  lands  and  rents,  maills,  farms,  proffits, 
and  deuties  thereof,  pertaining  to  the  said  chappellanry  and 
altarage,  manses,  houses,  biggins,  yards,  and  orchards  an- 
nexed and  pertaining  to  the  same,  by  and  within  the  said 
Burgh  and  territory  thereof  by  annexation,  and  for  the 
entertainment  of  the  master  of  the  Grammar  School  of  this 
Burgh,  teaching,  instructing,  learning,  and  upholding  of 
them  in  God's  knowledge  and  virtue."  The  treasurer  ob- 
tained a  decreet  from  the  bailies,  against  those  defaulting 
tenants,  with  power  to  poind ;  and,  no  doubt,  recovered  the 
rents  for  which  he  pursued,  although  there  is  no  further 
record  on  the  subject  at  this  time. 

On  7th  January,  1620,  the  following  record  occurs: — 
"  Item :  that  it  be  remembered  that  the  whole  tenants  in 
Seedhill  be  called  and  pursued  for  the  maills  and  dewties  of 
the  lands  in  Seedhill,  1619  years."  And  on  the  20th  of  the 
following  month,  another  action  is  recorded  as  having  been 
raised  by  the  town  treasurer,  against  the  tenants  in  Seedhill. 
The  record  is  like  the  former  one  in  almost  every  respect, 
and  the  bailies  granted  a  decreet.  As  there  is  no  later 
records  of  actions  raised  against  the  Seediiill  tenants,  they 
must  thereafter  have  paid  their  annual  rents  or  feu-duties 
without  compulsion. 

There  was  at  one  time  a  place  of  interment  in  the  Seed- 
hill lands,  for  on  the  2nd  April  in  this  year,  the  following 
record  is  made : — "  This,  the  laich  house  in  the  Seedhill, 
with  an  auld  graveyaird  attached  thereto,  was  set  for  a  year 
to  John  Greenlees,  son  natural  of  Thomas  Greenlees  in 
Blackland  Mill,  for  four  pounds  (6s.  8d.)  Entry  to  the 
yaird  at  once,  and  to  the  house  at  Whitstmday." 

Again,  on  24th  January,  1622,  "the  said  Bailies  and 
Council  ordain  the  Chappellainer's  house  in  Seedhill  to  be 
rouped  and  sett."     Similar  resolutions  are  passed  by  the 
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Council  in  the  next  and  several  years  following,  and  the 
records  likewise  frequently  state  the  letting  of  the  other 
lands  and  houses  belonging  to  them  there.  On  the  9th 
July,  1647,  the  Council  sold  the  two  new  lands  of  houses  in 
Seedhill  for  700  Pounds  scots,  or  £58  6s.  8d.  stg.,  and  the 
minute  agreeing  to  this  sale  is  as  follows : — "  The  which  day 
the  said  Bailies  and  Council  have  subscribed  and  delivered 
to  John  Park,  son  lawful  of  umwhile  William  Park  in  Seed- 
hill,  of  the  two  new  houses,  yard,  and  orchard,  in  Seedhill, 
for  the  which  he  has  paid  to  them  the  sum  of  seven  hundred 
pounds  money ;  and  the  said  Councillors  have  ordained  the 
Bailies  to  give  sasine  thereof  to  the  said  John  Park,  con- 
form. Of  the  which  sum  there  is  one  thousand  marks 
(£55  lis.  Id.  stg.)  put  in  the  common  purse." 

In  those  days  there  were  no  banks  to  lodge  money  In,  and 
the  Council,  when  they  had  any  on  hand,  kept  it  in  the 
charter  chest.  After  this  date  the  Council  records  are 
silent  regarding  the  management  and  disposal  of  the  Seed- 
hill lands. 

The  question  now  rises — ^Did  James  Crawford  and  his 
wife  possess  the  whole  of  the  lands  in  Seedhill  ?  The  Seed- 
hill lands  given  for  the  endowment  of  the  altars  of  St. 
Mirren  and  Columba  are  described  as  <<  all  and  whole  the 
Burgal  tenements  and  Burgal  lands  of  Seedhill,  with  the 
pertinents  lying  in  the  Burgh  of  Paisley,  on  the  south  side, 
near  the  mill  and  monastery  of  Paisley."  And  "  also  all  and 
whole  terra  compestres  de  Seedhill,"  which  means  the  out- 
field lands.  And,  in  the  description  of  the  boundary  of  these 
lands,  there  is  no  reference  made  to  any  lands  belonging  to 
other  proprietors  there,  within  the  Burgh;  but  they  are 
stated  to  be  bounded  by  "  the  lands  of  Whitef  ord  on  the 
east,"  which  are  partly  without  the  Burgh,  « and  by  the 
water  of  Cart  on  the  south,"  and  by  "the  Crossflat  bum 
and  toft  of  Seedhill  on  the  west,  and  the  wall  of  the  Palace 
of  Paisley  on  the  north  parts."  In  one  of  the  charters, 
the  description  is,  "the  wall  of  the  Palace  of  Paisley," 
and  in  another  charter  "the  Place  of  Paisley."    The  Cross- 
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flat  bum,  now  called  Ladybum,  is  part  of  the  boundary 
between  Seedhill  and  the  Abbey  parish  at  the  present  time ; 
and  the  garden  walls  of  the  monastery  extended  to  about  the 
end  of  the  Mill  Boad,  which  is  near  the  conmiencement  of 
the  lands  of  Seedhill.  The  lands  of  Seedhill  extend  alto- 
gether to  about  25  imperial  acres ;  while,  in  these  deeds,  only 
13  acres,  8  roods,  or  about  17  acres  imperial,  are  referred  to; 
but  there  were  besides  **  houses,  buildings,  gardens,  orchards 
of  the  same,  and  pertinents  anciently  inhabited  by  the  chap- 
lains,** and  also  there  were  "  terras  compestres,"  or  outfield 
lands.  In  the  action  raised  by  the  Council  in  January, 
1618,  against  their  tenants  and  feuers  there,  the  quantity  of 
land  is  stated  at  13  acres,  3  roods,  but  this  does  not 
include  the  meadow  land — ^the  outfield  land  of  the  other 
deeds — ^nor  the  orchards  and  gardens.  There  are,  therefore, 
good  grounds  for  concluding  that  the  whole  of  the  lands  of 
Seedhill  did  belong  to  James  Crawford  and  his  wife,  and 
were  given  by  them  to  endow  the  altars  of  St.  Mirren  and 
Columba ;  and,  consequently  were  afterwards  bestowed  by 
King  James  YI.  for  endowment  of  the  Grammar  School. 
The  amount  of  feuduties  drawn  annually  by  the  Town 
Council,  from  the  lands  of  Seedhill,  is  about  £10  12s.  At 
the  present  time  there  are,  besides,  the  casualties  of  superi- 
ority, which  must  be  valuable. 

According  to  the  Foundation  Charter  by  James  Crawford 
and  his  wife,  they  reserved,  during  their  lifetime,  the  power 
to  appoint  the  chaplain  to  the  altar  of  St.  Mirren  and 
Columba,  and  after  their  death  the  Town  Council  were  to 
become  the  patrons.  When  the  chapel  became  vacant  in 
1562,  by  the  death  of  Mr.  Robert  Slater,  the  incumbent,  the 
Town  Council  appointed  Mr.  John  Urie,  as  his  successor. 
The  ceremony  performed  at  his  induction  is  interesting,  and 
will  be  best  understood  by  the  following  accoimt  of  it,  which 
is  taken  from  the  deed  itself : — "  Instrument  of  induction 
and  sasine  in  the  chapel  of  St.  Mirren  and  Columba,  and 
pertinents  in  favour  of  Mr.  John  Urie,  dated  1562,  12th 
October."     The  instrument  narrates  the   appearance  of 
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William  Stewart  of  Caversbank,  one  of  the  Bailies  of  the 
Bmgh,  the  whole  community  and  co-burgesses,  undoubted 
patrons  of  the  chapel  and  altar  of  St.  Mirren  and 
Columba  the  Confessors,  situated  in  the  Parish  Church  of 
Paisley,  founded  by  James  Crawford  of  Kilwinnet,  and 
Elizabeth  Calbndth,  his  wife;  and  the  whole  Council 
assembled  within  the  Court-house,  having  under  considera- 
tion the  proper  administration  of  the  revenue  of  the  chapel, 
etc^  they  Gave,  Granted,  and  Conferred  the  said  Chapel, 
etc.,  situated  on  the  south  side  of  the  church,  then  vacant  by 
the  death  of  Mr.  Robert  Slater,  last  chaplain,  and  in  the 
hands  of  the  Bailies,  etc.,  as  patrons,  with  the  whole  Burgal 
lands,  houses,  buildings,  annual  rents,  etc.,  of  Seedhill  and 
WeUmeadow  thereto  belonging,  and  with  all  other  rights 
and  pertinents  of  the  said  chapel,  to  Mr.  John  Urie,  Pres- 
byter, in  life  rent,  according  to  the  form  and  purpose  of  the 
foundation.  The  Bailies,  Conununity,  and  others  then  went 
to  the  Parish  Church  of  Paisley,  and  there,  by  delivery  of 
the  Gup,  Book,  and  Ornaments  of  the  said  chapel  and  altar, 
invested  and  introduced  Mr.  Urie  in  and  to  the  possession 
of  the  premises.**  Which  being  done,  "  they  then  proceeded 
to  the  burgal  tenements  of  Seedhill,  and  there  inf  ef  t  Mr. 
Urie  therein  in  life  rent.  Witnesses — ^WiUiam  Wallace  of 
EUersUe;  Henry  Houston  of  Crossflat;  Robert  Stewart, 
Th<nnas  Wallace,  William  Stewart  of  Gallowhills,  William 
Stewart  of  Woodside,  Robert  Park,  and  John  Stewart  of 
Bridge-end,  co-burgesses  of  Paisley;  and  David  Morton 
and  Henry  Isop,  Officers  (Sergeants)  of  the  Burgh.  Two 
Notaries,  John  Stewart  and  William  Beg  (or  Ben)  Instru- 
ment (written  upon  the  same  parchment  with  the  above) 
dated  13th  October,  1562,  in  favour  of  the  said  John  Urie, 
in  the  lands  of  Wellmeadow,  an  appendage  of  the  chapel  in 
life  rent."  The  instrument  narrates  the  appearance  of  "John 
Stewart  of  Caversbank,  one  of  the  Bailies,  and  some  of  the 
co-burgesses  of  the  Burgh,  on  the  terras  campestras  of 
Wellmeadow.  Which  lands  of  Wellmeadow  had  been 
annexed  by  James  Crawford  of  Kilwinnet,  and  Elizabeth 


Digitized  by 


Google 


18  THE  HISTORY  OF  THB 

Calbraith  his  spouse,  in  and  to  the  Chapel  of  St.  Mirren  and 
Columba  the  Confessors,  situated  on  the  south  side  of  the 
Parish  Church.  And  there  infeft  Mr.  Urie  in  life  rent  in 
those  lands  and  pertinents.  Witnesses — Kobert  Stewart, 
sen.,  Thomas  Wallace,  William  Stewart  of  Woodside,  John 
Stewart  in  Bridge-end,  John  Aiken,  burgesses ;  and  David 
Morton,  Town  Officer.    Notary,  John  Erskine." 

We  cannot  state  how  long  Mr.  TJrie  continued  to  perform 
the  duties  of  chaplain  in  this  chapel.  As  will  be  afterwards 
explained,  we  believe  that  Mr.  Robert  Henderson  was  the 
first  teacher  in  the  Grammar  School,  but  we  do  not  know 
if  he  succeeded  Mr.  Urie  as  chaplain.  We  learn,  however, 
from  the  Council  Records  of  10th  February,  1604,  as  de- 
scribed hereafter,  that  Mr.  Thomas  Bell,  the  successor  to 
Mr.  Henderson  as  teacher  in  the  Grammar  School,  was  also 
"  to  read  the  prayers  in  the  said  Kirk  daily."  It  would 
appear  that  Mr.  Bell  was  the  last  chaplain  who  was  appointed 
by  the  Council  to  the  chapel  and  altar  of  St.  Mirren  and 
Columba,  as  this  subject  is  not  again  mentioned  in  the 
Council  Records. 

In  addition  to  the  Seedhill  lands,  James  Crawford  and 
his  wife  gave  to  the  altars  of  St.  Mirren  and  Columba  '*  all 
and  whole  the  lands  of  Wellmeadow  and  pertinents  lying  on 
the  west  part  of  the  Burgh,  upon  the  King's  high-way,  on 
the  south  side  thereof."  These  lands  of  Wellmeadow, 
bounded,  as  already  stated  by  this  deed,  by  the  King's  high^ 
way  on  the  north,  and,  we  believe,  by  the  lands  of  Broom- 
lands  on  the  west,  by  St.  Mirren's  bum  on  the  south,  and 
by  Lady  Lane  on  the  east^  extend  altogether  to  about  seven 
acres ;  but  the  Council  Records  make  no  reference  whatever 
to  the  management,  selling,  or  feuing  of  the  same.  StiU, 
they  are  valuable,  and,  of  course,  were  also  given  by  King 
James  VI.  to  endow  the  Grammar  School.  The  following 
is  a  description  and  holding  of  this  land  in  the  charter  granted 
to  James  Crawf urde : — "  All  and  sundry  our  lands  of  Well- 
meadow, with  their  pertinents,  lying  at  the  west  end  of  the 
Burgh  of  Paisley,  within  the  regality  of  the  same,   and 
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SherifiFdom  of  Renfrew,  between  the  common  venel  at  the 
end  of  the  said  Bnrgh  on  the  east,  on  the  one  part ;  and  the 
lands  of  Bobert  White  on  the  west,  and  other  part ;  and 
Common  of  the  said  Burgh  on  the  south  part ;  and  the 
Boyal  Way  on  the  north  part ;  containing  five  acres  and 
three-quarters  of  an  acre  and  twenty  falls  of  land.**  "  Hav- 
ing and  holding  the  said  outfield  land  of  Wellmeadow  with 
pertinents,  by  the  said  James  Crawf  urde,  his  heirs  and 
assignees  ;  of  us,  the  Abbot  and  Convent  and  our  successors, 
in  fee  heritable  for  ever." 

II. — ^ALTAR  OF  ST.  NINIAN. 

We  will  now  give  the  simis  connected  with  the  altar  of 
St.  Ninian,  taking  them  as  stated  in  the  Council  Records,  in 
Scots  money,  and  giving  also  the  money  in  sterling.  The 
same  plan  will  be  followed  with  the  other  altars.  These 
payments  are  described  in  the  Council  Records  as  "the 
rental  of  all  the  Duties  that  pertains  yearly  to  the  whole 
altars  within  the  Parish  Kirk  of  Paisley." 

All  the  lands  following  that  pays  to  this  altar,  holds  all 

of  the  Priests,  viz.,— one  acre  land,  Canseyside,  was 

once  a  tenement  of  Walter  Steward's,  now  pertains 

to  Robert  Algie,  elder,  pays  yearly  xvi  ss,  ...      £0    14 

The  tenement  next  thereto,  but  south,  that  pertains  to 

Robert  Algie,  xy  ss,      ...  ...  ...  ...        0    13 

The  tenement,  but  south  that,  next  thereto,  pertains  to 

John  Vans,  elder,  ix  ss,  ...  ...  ...        0    0    9 

Steven  Cumming's  tenement  in  Causeyside,  vi  ss,  yiij  d,       0    0    6} 
John  Langwill's  tenement  there,  next  thereto,  vij  ss, ...        0    0    7 
The  slate  house  at  the  water  side,  and  little  yard  thereof, 

now  Thomas  Inglis,  xiij  ss,  iiij  d,  ...  ...        0    11^ 

The  tenement  in  Moss  row  pertaining  to  umquhile 

John  Yauss,  xlij  ss,       ...  ...  ...  ...        0    3    6 

The  tenement  in  Moss  row  was  onc^  John    .... 

now  umquhile  James  Baird's,  smith,  heirs  xviij  ss,  0    16 

The  tenement  of   umquhile  Walter  Cochran  there, 

yearly  xiij  ss,  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...        Oil 

TIm  tenement  at  Waterside,  by  George  Semple,  yearly 

▼iijas,  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...        0    0    8 


£0  12    4 
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in. — ^SAIXT  MARY  THE  VIRGIN. 

The  next  altar  is  that  of  St.  Mary  the  Virgin,  or  as  it  is 
called  in  the  Council  Kecord  list,  "  Our  Lady  Altar."  Sir 
John  Wan  of  Paisley  mortified  his  property  to  the  altar  of 
Our  Lady  the  blessed  Virgin. 

The  sums  payable  on  account  of  this  altar  are  as  follows : — 

His  property  lying  thereto  one  tenement  of  land  lying 
on  the  soatii  of  the  High  Street,  that  once  was 
heritable,  umquhile  Sir  Robert  Wan,  he  being  Lad  j 
Priest,  f oonded  it,  and  gave  it  to  our  Lady  Altar  for 
ever,  as  an  instroment  in  Mr.  Walter  Stewart's 
prothogall  book  bears,  dated  8  August,  1511,  now 
decided  in  three  tenements,  one  occupied  by  umquhile 
Wm.  Alexander's  wife,  the  second  by  Elizabeth 
Bumhead,  and  the  third  by  Thomas  Peter.  Alex- 
ander then  to  haye  the  feu  thereof  for  yearly 
payment  of  iij  lb.,  yj  as,  yiij  d,    ...  ...  ...     £0    5    6f 

In  the  Prior's  croft  lies  to  it  of  property  one  acre  land, 
whereof  alleged  fued  to  Ths.  White,  2  roods  for 
X  88,  and  2  roods  to  James  Stewart  for  other  z  88. 
Try  allthesefues,  summaxxss, ...  ...  ...        0    18 

Eobert  Bowe's  houses  by  mortification  of  annual 
yearly,  yi  as,  yiij,  ...  ...  ...  ...        0    0    6} 

John  Stewart's  kiln  yearly,  by  mortification,  as  instru- 
ment bears  in  Mr.  Walter  Stewart's  prothogall,  22 
June,  1518«  and  one  other  by  Sir  John  Henderson's 
instrument,  4  March,  1535,  x  88,  ij  d,      ...  ...        0    0  10^ 


£0    8    6^ 


IV. — SAINT  NICHOLAS. 

In  the  Council  Becords,  this  is  called  St.  James'  and 
St.  Nicholas'  Altar ;  while  in  King  James'  VI.  Foundation 
of  the  Grammar  School,  it  is  called  St.  Nicholas  only. 

His  all  the  lands  following,  holding  of  the  priest  as 
their  Superior,  viz. : — 

The  house  forenent  the  Cross  on  the  south  of  the  gate, 
now  pertaining  to  Robert  Montgomerie  of  Skelmorlie, 
pays  yearly  thereto  xiij  ss,  iiij  d,  ...  ...     £0    1     1^ 
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The  house  in  the  Bunigftte  on  the  north  east  side  thereof, 
that  pertained  to  amqnhile  Henry  Esop,  now  Steven 
Forgycoiky  xx  ss,  ...  ...  ...  ...        0    18 

The  house  next  that  house  that  once  was  Thomas 
Henderson's,  and  now  John  Alexander's,  cordiner, 
pays  yearly,  vi  ss,  viij,  ...  ...  ...        0    0    6f 

The  tenement  next  thereto  was  once  James  Baird's, 
yearly  xiij  ss,  liij  d,  now  to  James  Wilson,  cordiner, 
and  ^  Wm.  Algie,  elder,  xiij  ss,  iiij  d,   ...  ...        0    11} 

The  yard  called  BlackhoUl,  occupied  by  umqnhile 
William  Stewart,  Gallowhill,  pays  yearly  XTJ  ss,     ...        0    14 

The  yard  called  Nether  BaHlie,  now  pertaining  to 
WiUiam  Stewart  of  the  mill,  pays  yearly  x  ss,        ...        0    0  10 

The  tenement  at  Cart  Water,  and  beside  there,  viz., 
John  Martin  for  his  house  on  the  water  brae,  yii j  ss,        0    0    S 

Thomas  Whiteford,  little  backyard  there,  yearly  iiij  ss. 
The  other  little  yard  there,  now  pertaining  to  Robert 
Alexander,  tanner,  and  to  John  White,  merchant, 
betwixt  them,  iiij  ss,     ...  ...  ...  ...        0    0    8 

The  yard  in  Causeyside  pertaining  to  John  Alexander, 
youlyxxss,   ...  ...  ...  ...  ...        0    18 

£0    9    7i 


The  altar  following  this  in  the  description  is 

V. — SAINT  PETER. 

Bib  out  of  Cayersbank  yearly,  called  Yard  heads,  xi j  ss, 
now  paid  by  the  six  possessors  thereof,  written  before, 
specially  for  pittances,  xij  ss,      ...  ...  ...     £0    10 

The  two  tenements  in  Prior  Croft  yearly  xiij  ss,  iiij  d, 
now  occupied  by  Andrew  Bishop  of  the  Isles,  and  John 
Maxwell  of  Stanley,  xiij  ss,  iiij  d,  ...  ...        0    1    1|: 

The  Brediland,  3  acres,  whereof  now  John  Yaus,  elder, 
2  acres,  and  1  acre,  all  three  yearly  y  ss,  ...  ...        0    0    5 

In  the  Prior  Croft,  2  roods,  iij  ss,  ...  ...  ...        0    0    3 

An  these  were  mortified  by  umquhiie  William  Peirie, 
with  consent  of  Abbot  and  Conyent,  as  a  chaHer 
thereof,  bears  date  20th  October,  1520,  and  sasine 
passed  thereon  by  Sir  Constantino  Stewart,  liotar 

4  July,  1521.  

£0    2    9i 
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VI, — SAINT  CATHEBINE. 

The  chapel  of  St.  Catherine  was  situated  on  the  north 
part  of  the  Convent,  and  was  endowed  22nd  April,  1506, 
by  Henry  Monss,  Vicar  of  Kilbarchan.  The  Town 
Council  were  the  patrons;  and  the  following  deed,  dated 
22nd  April,  1506,  describes  the  induction  of  Thomas  Scott, 
presb}rter,  who  succeeded  to  this  charge  upon  the  death  of 
Alexander  Ainslie : — "  Grant  and  induction  of  the  chapel 
of  St.  Catherine,  by  William  Peny  and  Stephen  Vaus, 
Bailies,  John  Brown,  Allan  Stewart,  and  John  Whyteford, 
Assessors  to  the  said  Bailies  and  the  community,  to  Thomas 
Scott,  presbyter,  for  his  life.  The  chapel  of  St.  Catherine, 
the  Virgin,  and  Martyr  in  the  Parish  Church  of  Paisley 
(founded  and  gifted  partly  by  Henry  Mouss,  Vicar  of 
Eolbarchan),  situated  on  the  north  part  of  the  church,  now 
vacant,  and  in  the  hands  of  the  Grantors  by  the  death  of 
Mr.  Alexander  Ainslie,  with  all  and  simdry  Burgh  lands, 
houses,  buildings,  and  annual  rents  belonging  thereto,  and 
with  all  rights  pertaining  to  the  said  chapel,  for  all  the  time 
of  his  life  to  the  said  Thomas  Scott  for  the  purposes  for 
which  it  was  founded,  and  into  the  peaceable  possession  to 
the  said  Thomas  Scott  of  the  house  of  St.  Catherine, 
situated  within  the  Burgh  on  the  south  side  of  the  Bridge 
of  the  same.  Sasine  to  be  given  by  the  delivery  of  the  cup, 
book,  ornaments,  etc.,  of  the  altar  of  St.  Catherine." 

Thomas  Scott,  it  will  be  observed,  was,  in  addition  to  the 
emoluments  belonging  to  this  altar,  also  to  get  peaceable 
possession  "  of  the  house  of  St.  Catherine,  situated  within 
the  Burgh,  on  the  south  side  of  the  bridge  of  the  same.'* 

His  yearlie  out  of  John  Stewart's  tenement  of  Briclgend 
that  holds  off  the  priest,  xxxi  88,  yi  d,      ...  ...     £0    2    7^ 

And  for  the  north  half  of  that  yard  that  once  was  Mr. 
John  Stewart's,  and  now  John  Stewart's,  Bridgend, 
that  holds  off  the  priest.  One  tenement  of  one 
rood  land  in  Prior  croft,  that  holds  off  the  priest, 
now  John  Aigie's  in  Sir  Constantine  Stewart's  pro- 
thogall,  dated  13  August,  1525,  iij  ss,  iiij  d,  ...        0    0    3J^ 
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By  tha  tenements  of  Thomas  White  and  John  Fyf e  in 
Oakshawside,  on  the  high  gate  on  the  north  side  by 
mortification,  vi  ss,       ...  ...  ...  ...        0    0    6 

The  tenement  in  Prior  croft,  alleged  to  pertain  to  Wm. 
Stewart,  now  possessed  by  Ths.  Inglis,  mortified 
l^  Mr.  Walter  Stewart's  prothogall,  31  March,  1616, 
and  mortified  by  John  Whiteford  as  the  Town  Court 
books  bear,  3  February,  1516,  xiij  ss,       ...  ...        Oil 

One  tenement  in  Moss  Bow,  mortified  by  Wm.  Perrie 
as  one  instrument  of  Mr.  Walter  Stewart's,  bears 
dated  18  February,  1498,  and  in  the  Town  Court 
books  of  Paisley  U  March,  1513,  and  3  July,  1556, 
▼iij  ss,  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...        0    0    8 

The  two  rood  land — ^Prior  croft — ^was  once  and  now 
( )  by  mortification,  vi  ss,  viij  d,  ...        0    0    6} 


vn. — SAINT  annb's  ALTAB. 

The  Deanside  yard  in  Glasgow  pays  yearly  vi  lib., 

xiij  ss,  iiij  d,   ... 
Robert  Stewart,  younger,  house  in  Paisley,  now  Walter 

Stewart,  his  son,  by  mortification,  ix  ss,  iiij  d. 
This  Deanside  yard  holds  off  the  priest,  with  one  acre 

land  at  the  west  port  in  Paisley,  and  one  acre  land 

in  Quarrelland.    The  acre  at  the  west  port  pays 

yearly  xiij  ss,  iiij  d,      ...  ...*  ...  ...        0    11^ 

The  one  acre  in  Quarrelland  f  eued  John  Fyf e,  younger, 

▼iij  ss,  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

The  other  acre  f eued  James  Stewart,  younger,  yiij  ss, 
Thomas  Inglis'  lands   in  Hillhead    by  mortification 

yearly,  ▼  ss,    ... 


Tm- — ^THB  PITTANCBS  OP  MONEY  AND  OBIT  SILVER  AND 
COMMONS,  FOBMEBLY  POSSESSED  AND  LIFTED  BY  THE 
MONKS  OP  THE  MONASTEBY  OF  PAISLEY. 

In  the  Council  Kecords,  these  are  described  as  "  the  rental 
of  the  annnals,  called  pittances  within  the  Burgh  of  Paisley, 
to  be  paid  yearly  at  Whitsunday  and  Martinmas,  of  old 
given  to  the  Prior  and  Convent  of  Paisley,  called  the 
conmion  silver,  pertaining  to  all  the  monks  equally  in  com- 
mon yearly." 
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IK  OAUSETSIDB. 

The  house  yard  and  tenement  in  Causeyside,  soathmost 
of  all  except  two,  that  was  nmquhile  Sandy  Balston's, 
who  sold  it  to  nmquhile  Oilbert  Peacock,  and  he 
sold  it  to  nmquhile  Robert  Sempil,  pays  yearly  z  ss,      £0    0  10 

The  tenement  at  the  south  side  of  the  High  st.  that 
passes  east  to  the  mills  in  Causeyside,  and  on  the 
east  side  of  the  High  street  passing  to  Espedair  bum, 
that  was  once  nmquhile  Watt  Stewart's,  and  sold  by 
him  to  Robert  Algie,  pays  yearly  viij  ss,  ...  ...        0    0    8 

The  Leckes  land  in  Causeyside  paid  of  pittances  in 
all — ^before  it  was  divided  in  three — ^xi  s,  vi  d  ;  but 
now  is  divided  in  three,  viz.  :— 
Robert  Algie,  one-third,  iij  ss,  x  d,       ...  ...        0    0    d{ 

Patrick  Gk>rdon,  one-third,  iij  ss,  x  d,  ...  ...       0    0    3f 

John  Jamieson,  one-third,  iij  ss,  X  d,    ...  ...       0    0    3f 

The  corsehouse  in  Causeyside  occupied  by  John  Slater, 
heritor,  ij  ss,  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...        0    0    2 

The  tenement  and  milldam  in  Causeyside,  now  Robert 
Caldwell's,  iij  ss,  iij  d,  ...  ...  ...  ...        0    11^ 

WATEBSIDB. 

The  tenement  at  St.  Mirren's  bumfoot,  now  John 
Finlayson,  iiij  ss,  ...  ...  ...  ...        0    0    4 

The  tenement  at  ihe  side  of  Cart,  now  Thos.  White- 
ford's,  X  ss,     ...  ...  ...  ...  ...        0    0  10 

The  yard  in  Causeyside  now  pertaining  to  Robert 
Alexander,  Candron  and  John  White,  merchant,  that 
was  once  Wm.  Stewart's,  ij  ss,  viij  d,       ...  ...        0    0    2| 

The  lands  of  the  Orchard  now  pertaining  to  Robert 
Henryson,  Iiij  ss,  iiij  d,  ...  ...  ...        0    4    5} 

The  tenement  at  Espedair  bum  foot  pertaining  to 
Robert  Algie,  X  ss,        ...  ...  ...  ...        0    0  10 

THB  BURNQATE. 

The  tenement  at  St.  Mirren's  bum  foot  at  the  side  of 
Cart  pertaining  to  Robert  Algie,  xvi  d,     ...  ...        0    0    1} 

The  next  house  to  that  there  pertaining  to  William 
Alexander,  viij  d,  ...  ...  ...  ...        0    0    Of 

The  house  next  thereto  was  once  nmquhile  James 
Baird's,  and  paid  yearly  vi  s,  vij  d,  which  now  is 
divided  and  coft  from  his  heirs  betwixt  James  Wilson, 
cordiner,  and  Wm.  Algie,  viz., — by  James  WilM)n,^  v  ss,     0    0    5 
And  by  Wm.  Algie  thereof,  xx  d,         ...  ...        0    0    IJ 
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One  tenement  at  the  bum  port  oocnpied  by  the  wife 
and  hein  of  nmquhOe  Steyen  Cmmning,  heritor, 
thereof,  xiij  88,  ...  ...  ...  ...        Oil 

One  tenement  next  thereto  pertaining  to  Sandy  Mnre, 
XXI  d,  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

The  next  honae  thereto  pertaining  to  Thomaa  Hart, 

XVlj  u,  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

The  honae  above  that  pertaining  to  Robert  €^ellie8, 

AW  Q,  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

The  tenement  pertaining  to  umquhile  Tho8.  Hender8on, 
now  ooft  by  John  Alexander,  cordiner,  xiij  88,  iiij  d. 

The  tenement  betwixt  John  Stewart'8,  Bridgend,  and 
Steven  Forgie,  now  pertaining  to  Thomas  Inglis, 
xiij  88,  iiij  d,  ... 

The  tenement  at  Bridgend,  and  the  aonth-east  half 
yard  thereof,  pertaining  to  John  Stewart,  vii j  ss,  vi  d. 

The  north  half  yard  thereof  was  once  Mr.  John  Stewart's, 
now  sold  to  John  Stewart,  Bridgend,  vi  88,  viij  d, ... 

The  tenement  at  Bridgend  pertaining  to  Thomas 
Inglis,  XXX  88,  ....  ...  ...  ...        0    2    6 

The  tenement  pertaining  to  nmqnhile  Wm.  Stewart, 
Oallowhill,  xi  88,  ij  d,  ...  ...  ...  ...        0    0  11^ 

The  nuik  house  of  old,  called  Une  house,  pertaining  to 
the  said  nmquhile  Wm.  Stewart,  Gallowhill,  yiij  ss,        0    0    8 

The  tenement  at  the  nuik  of  the  gate  was  once  John 
Dowhill*8,  in  anno  1541,  and  paid  as  the  charter  then 
bears,  xxiiij  ss ;  now  ooft  by  others,  and  pertaining 
presently  to  John  Alexander,  cordiner,  13/4,  ...        0    1    If 

The  tenement  next  thereto  was  once  nmquhile  Laird 
Alexander's,  now  pertaining  to  Wm.  Urie,  cordiner, 
▼iij  ss,  •..  •••  ...  ...  ...        0    0    8 

The  tenement  by  south  the  Cordiner's,  pertaining  to 
Robert  Montgomery  of  Skelmorlie,  xiij  ss,  iiij  d,  ...        0    1    1} 

The  tenement  betwixt  it  pertaining  to  Robert  Urie, 
writer,  XX  ss,  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...        0    18 

The  next  tenement  to  that  pertaining  to  David  Hen- 
derson, xiij  88,  iiij  d,     ...  ...  ...  ...        0    11^ 

The  tenement  next  that  pertaining  to  Wm.  Stewart, 
xss,  viijd,      ...  ...  ...  ...  ...        0    0  lOf 

The  slate  tenement  betwixt  the  same  slate  house  per- 
taining to  the  said  Wm.  Stewart,  x  ss,  viij  d,         ...        0    0  10} 

The  tenement  of  old  pertaining  to  umquhile  Alex. 
Mure,  now  sold  to  Mungo  Sempil,  and  John  Hector, 
flesher, — ^paid  of  old  xi  s,  but  now  by  John  Semple, 
V8S,  vid,        ...  ...  ...  ...  ...        0    0    5J 
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And  bj  the  aaid  John  Hector,  y  ss,  vi  d,  ...        0   0    5) 

Our  Lady  home,  ocoapied  of  old  l^  onr  Lady  Prieety 
and  now  by  lundry  tenants,  riij  as,  ...  ...        0   0    8 

The  honae  on  the  north  aide  of  High  atreet  and  bnrgh, 
sometime  umqnhile  John  Wilaon,  now  hia  heixa  of 
line,  Jamea  Stewart,  younger,  iij  a,  ...  ...        0    0    3 

The  hooae  there  betwixt  that  pertaining  aa  aaid  ia  to 
the  aaid  Jamea  Stewart,  Ti  a,      ...  ...  ...        0    0    6 

The  tenement  next  betwixt  our  Lady  hooae  pertaining 
to  William  Stewart,  occupied  by  John  White,  fleaher, 
xxid,oW«,      ...  ...  ...  ...  ...        0    0    If 

(Thii  also  paya  xx  a  of  fea-duty,  bought  by  the 
Town  from  Jamea  Stewart  of  Cayerabank.) 

The  tenement  next  thereto  pertaining  to  John  Wilaon, 
elder,  xxi  d,  obU^  ...  ...  ...  ...        0    0    1{ 

The  tenement  that  now  pertaining  to  Robert  Fork, 
ij  88,  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...        0    0    2 

The  tenement  now  pertaining  to  Mr.  Andrew  Knox, 
Biahop  of  the  lalea,  that  of  old  waa  umquhile  Wm. 
Semple  of  third  part,  iij  88,  iiij  d,  ...  ...        0    0    3^ 

Umquhile  Alex.  Henderaon's  tenement  now  pertaining 
to  the  heira  of  umquhile  Thomaa  Baird,  2/3.  Item, 
the  tenement  next  thereto  on  the  west,  now  belonging 
to  John  Brown  (being  aometime  both  one  tenement), 
3/3,~of  pittanoea  both,  ...  ...  ...        0    0    3^ 

The  tenement  next  thereto  of  old  waa  once  umquhile 

•  Gilliea  Punria,  and  now  occupied  by  the  Laird  of 
Stanely,  iij  a,  iiij  d,      ...  ...  ...  ...        0    0    3^ 

The  rood  of  land  in  Priorscroft  and  bam  thereon, 
occupied  by  Janet  Alexander,  Ladyhill,  John 
Hutchison,  heritor  thereof,  yi  as,  yiij  d,  ...  ...        0    0    6) 

The  rood  of  land  and  bam  yard  next  tiiereto,  pertain- 
ing now  to  Thomas  Fyfe,  yi  ss,  yiij  d,      ...  ...        0    0    6J 

The  tenement  in  Oakshawside,  1  rood  land,  now 
pertaining  to  Eobert  Kirlie's  heirs,  X  88,  ...  ...        0    0  10 

The  next  tenement  betwixt  that,  1  rood  land,  now 
pertaining  to  Cuthbert  Robertson,  y  ss,    ...  ...        0    0    5 

The  tenement  betwixt  the  next  thereto  John  Fyfe, 
younger,  1  rood  land,  y  ss,  ...  ...  ...        0    0    6 

The  tenement  next  to  the  Tolbooth  at  the  north  end 
thereof,  pertaining  to  John  Ness,  iij  ss,    ...  ...        0    0    3 

The  tenement  north  thereto  pertaining  to  John  Hutchi- 
son,  being  I'j  ss,  ...  ...  ...  ...        0    0    2 
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The  next  tenement  north  this  pertaining  to  umquhile 
John  NeaSy  his  heirs,  iij  ss,         ...  ...  ...        0    0    3 

The  tenement  in  Moss  Row,  that  umquhile  was  David 
Morton's,  paid  anno,  1568,  3/5,  now  occupied  herit- 
ably by  Thomas  Brown  (in  the  Gray  Regiment,  f  27) 
iij  SB,  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...        0    0    3 

The  tenement  south  that  was  onoe  the  Whitef  ord's,  and 
now  decided  betwixt  Robert  Alexander  and  John 
White,  merchant,  vi  ss,  ,..  ...  ...        0    0    6 

A  tenement  in  the  Watergate  next  the  water,  now  per- 
taining to  Robert  Semple,  as  heir  to  umquhile 
Ninian  Semple,  his  father,  ij  ss,  ...  ...        0    0    2 

The  tenement  betwixt  that  yard  next  to  which  one  per- 
tained to  John  Morton,  now  Robert  Semple. 

The  tenement  in  the  Water  Igate  was  once  Thomas 
Bowee,  anno  1544,  paid  then  yearly  18d. ,  now  decided 
Robert  Alexander  and  John  White,  merchant. 

The  tenement  at  the  north  west  nuik  of  the  Yennel 
passes  up  the  School  Wynd  or  bam  yard,  was  some- 
time Sunderland's,  now  William  Stewart's,  i j  s,      ...        0    0    2 

The  tenement  on  the  north  east  side  of  the  Moss 
Row  was  onoe  John  Wilson,  paid  anno  .... 
and  now  devided  in  two,  viz — ^the  one  Ths.  White, 
XV  iij  d,  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...        0    0    H 

And  the  other  betwixt  the  heirs  of  umquhile  Robert 
Maxwell,  xv  iij  d,         ...  ...  ...  ...        0    0    1^. 

The  tenement  on  the  west  side  of  the  gate  nearest  the 
port  was  once  Wattie  Stewart's,  V  ss,        ...  ...        0    0    5 

Nicol's  Oroft,  pertaining  now  to  William  Stewart, 
ijsvid,  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...        0    0    2J 

The  two  bams  on  the  head  of  Nicol's  Or6ft,  the  last 
pertains  to  Mr.  John  Yaus,  and  now  to  Claud 
Hamilton,  pays  of  feu  duty,  but  bought  by  the  town 
from  James  Stewart,  of  Caveresbank,  xv  iij  d,        ...        0    0    1^ 

The  tenement  pertaining  to  John  Yaus,  elder,  in  Moss 
Bow,  besides  Thomas  Brown's,  v  j  ss,      ...  ...        0    0    6 

The  tenements  in  bam  yard,  in  all  paid  yearly  xviij  s, 
m>w  devided  in  6  tenements,  viz.,  Wm^  Stewart's, 
the  eastmost  of  them,  iij  ss,        ...  ...  ...        0    0    3 

The  next  tenement  thereto  was  umquhile  William 
Newman's,  now  (    .    .    .    )iijss,  ...  ...        0    0    3 

The  tenement  next  thereto  was  umquhile  John 
Smith's,  now  George  Semple's,  iij  ss,        ...  ...        0    0    3 

The  tenement  next  thereto  William  Hutchison's,  iij  ss,        0    0    3 
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The  tenement  nearest  that    .    .    .    Carawell's,  iij  as,        0    0    3 

The  outmoBt  tenement,  that  of  now  John  Hector's, 
iij  ss,  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...        0    0    3 

The  high  houses  and  tenements  now  at  the  Cross  per- 
taining to  Sir  James  Semple  of  Belltrees,  knight, 
was  of  old  2  tenements,  whereof  the  high  houses 
was  called   the   Chamberlain's   House,    and   paid 

yearly ,  and  the  other  tenements 

where  the  hall  is  now,  was  once  nmquhile  Martha 

Hamilton's,  and  paid  yearly,  of  pittances,    .    .    . 

yet  therefore  ooft  all  them,  yiz.,  25  May,  anno  1548, 

by  Robert  Master  Semple,  jun.,  paying  yearly  vi  lb 

xiij  s  iiij  d,  for  the  high  house  only,  and  thereafter  a 

new  charter  given  to  umquhile  John  Semple,  of 

Belltrees,  of  the  high  house  at  the  Cross  foresaid, 

yearly,  therefore,  z  merks,  and  paying  for  Martha 

Hamilton's  house  yearly,  zii  ss  14  Jany.,  1555,  they 

pay  only  no w  zi  ss,       ...  ...  ...  ...        0    3    4 

Foregate  nearest  the  Cross,  vi  ss  T  iiij,        ...  ...        0    0    6} 

£2    2  SiV 
K. — CHAPEL  OF  ST.  ROCK. 

The  chapel  dedicated  to  St.  Eock,  or  as  he  was  sometimes 
called  St.  Koque  or  St.  Bollock,  had  a  small  burial  place 
attached  to  it,  besides  seven  roods  of  land.  The  chapel  and 
the  lands  were  situated  near  the  head  of  Castle  Street,  and 
west  from  that  street.  In  1828,  when  excavations  were 
being  made  for  the  purpose  of  laying  a  water  pipe  from  the 
canid  to  the  distillery  in  Well  Street,  the  workmen,  at  the 
comer  of  Castle  Street,  came  upon  a  great  number  of  human 
bones,  and  there  is  little  doubt  but  this  was  the  burying 
place  attached  to  St.  Rock's  ChapeL  We  have  not  learned 
when  this  chapel  was  erected,  or  who  established  and  endowed 
it,  but  it  was  dedicated  to  a  French  Saint  of  the  fourteenth, 
century.  It  belonged  to  the  Paisley  Monastery,  and  it  and 
the  lands  formed  a  part  of  the  endowment  of  the  Grammar 
School  by  King  James  VI. 

The  first  reference  made  to  St.  Rock's  Chapel,  or  rather 
St.  Rock's  Kirk,  as  it  is  called  in  the  Council  Records,  is  on. 
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the  8th  May,  1595,  and  the  mmute  is  as  follows  : — "  The 
which  day  appeared  Adam  Lochhead  and  John  Stewart  in 
Townhead,  and  became  actit  to  with  the  said  Adam,  to  pay 
to  the  Bailies,  Council,  and  the  Treasurer,  for  the  last  three 
years*  duety  of  Sanct  Rock's  Kirk  land,  and  paid  by  them 
nine  pounds  money  (15s.)  by  equal  portions  at  mid-summer 
next  and  Candlemas  thereafter,  and  the  said  John  Stewart 
to  pay  four  pounds  ten  shillings,  at  the  said  two  terms,  by 
equal  portions.*'  The  kirk  and  kirkyard  and  lands  from  this 
time  onward  to  1612,  continued  to  be  let  every  year,  and 
generally  by  public  roup,  at  sums  varying  from  four  merks 
to  six  pounds  scots  yearly.  In  the  record  of  the  public  roup 
on  18th  April,  1605,  the  kirkyard  is  stated  to  be  east  from 
the  kirk,  thus  making  its  position  to  be  to  the  west  of  the  head 
of  Castle  Street,  where  the  human  remains  were  turned  up  in 
1828.  The  words  of  the  Council  Eecord  are — **  which  day 
Sanct  Sock's  Kirk  and  Kirk  yard,  east  the  same,  was  rouped 
within  the  Tolbooth."  That  these  lands  were  situated  to 
tiie  west  of  Castle  Street,  is  further  confirmed  by  another 
minute  of  Council  of  27th  March,  1655,  where  it  is  stated 
Hhat  they  have  appointed  the  Gallowgreen,  with  St.  Rollock's 
Kirk  yard  and  the  seven  roods  of  land  adjacent  thereto, 
with  the  three  acres  of  land  that  they  have  taken  from 
William  Patison,  cordiner,  to  be  one  afternoon's  pasturage 
and  lieusure  to  the  Town's  cows."  Gallowgreen  has  gener- 
ally been  described  as  lying  to  the  west  of  Queen  Street, 
consequently  the  lands  of  St.  Bollock's  here  represented  as 
adjoining  Gtdlowgreen,  must  be  the  ground  lying  between 
Castle  Street  and  Queen  Street. 

Prior  to  1658,  the  horse  and  cow  markets  were  held  at 
Oreenhill,  but  in  that  year  they  were  transferred  to  St. 
Bollock's  Kirk,  as  will  be  seen  from  the  following  minute  of 
Council  of  13th  July,  1658 :—«  Which  day  it  is  concluded 
that  the  horse  and  kye  market  that  used  to  be  holden  on  the 
Greenhill  yearly  at  St.  James'  Day,  shall  yearly  in  time 
coming  be  holden  at  St.  Bollock's  Kirk  land,  and  on  the 
high  way  about  the  same,  and  this  to  be  intimate  the  next 
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market  day."    However,  the  cattle  market  was  not  long  held 
there,  and  appears  to  have  been  removed  to  St.  James 
Street  three  years  afterwards,  when  the  Council  bought 
some  land  there  for  that  purpose.    The  minute  of  Council 
on  this  subject  is  as  follows,  and  is  of  date  11th  March, 
1661 : — "  The  which  day  the  Bailies  and  Council  have  con- 
cluded to  buy  from  the  said  William  Oreenlees  that  f auld 
of  land  at  the  Calsiend,  called  Oilmour^s  Fauld,  for  the 
enlarging  of  the  community  of  the  said  Burgh,  and  for  hold- 
ing of  St.  James'  Fair  there,  for  horse  and  nolt ;  and  having 
convened  the  said  William  before  them,  he  condescends  to 
sell  the  same  to  the  Town ;  and  they  have  agreed  the  price 
to  be  auchteen  score  ten  merks  (£20  lis.  Id),  and  to  book 
the  said  William  therein  free  as  heir  to  his  father,  to  the 
effect  that  he  may  resign  the  same  in  the  Town's  hand  ad 
perpetuam  remanentiam.    This  is  appointed  to  be  perfected 
at  the  Beltan  head  Court  next  to  come,  and  he  has  liberty  to 
remove  the  fabric  that  lies  on  the  same,  with  the  stones  that 
lies  in  the  slap  in  the  hinderend  of  the  f  auld."     On  the  2nd 
May  afterwards,  it  is  further  recorded,  ^'it  is  concluded  by 
the  Bailies  and  Council  that  James*  Fair  this  year  and  in 
time  coming  shall  be  holden  at  the  Causeyend,  betwixt  the 
lane,  and  on  Gilmour^s  Fauld,  and  that  the  way  there  should 
be  mended  to  that  effect,  and  that  the  horse  market,  if  need 
be,  may  come  in  to  the  Moss  Bow  part."    This  market, 
therefore,  has  been  held  there  down  to  the  present  time. 

At  the  sett  of  the  kirk  in  1612,  it  appears  to  have 
been  in  a  very  ruinous  state  and  falling  into  decay,  for  the 
Council  then  agreed  to  take  it  down,  and  the  stones  were 
taken  to  assist  in  building  the  hospital  or  almshouse  at  the 
west  port,  which  we  shall  by  and  bye  have  occasion  to 
describe.  After  the  chapel  was  taken  down,  the  grass  at 
Sanct  Bock's  Kirkyard  continued  to  be  regularly  sett  for 
sums  from  10s.  to  30s.  yearly.  It  would  appear,  however, 
that  in  1646,  there  had  been  some  houses  erected  there,  for 
the  tenant,  at  that  time,  complained  that  the  grass  was 
injured  ^'  by  reason  of  the  visitation  and  bigging  of  build- 
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ings  thereupon.**  In  the  Council  Records  prior  to  1620,  this 
pkce  is  called  **  Sanct  Hock's  Kirk,"  but -after  that  date,  it  is 
always  called  "Sanct  EoUock's**  KirL 

On  the  19th  March,  1647,  the  Council  sold  this  property 
by  public  roup,  and  the  following  is  the  minute  on  the 
subject : — "  The  which  day  the  seven  roods  arable  land  or 
thereby,  lying  at  St,  Rollok's  Kirkyard,  was  rouped  and 
sold  in  property  to  WiUiam  Wallace,  son  lawful  of  umquhile 
J  dm  Wallace,  Bailie  of  Paisley,  to  be  holden  by  him  of 
[blank]  for  5s.  8d.  money  of  fue  maill,  and  the  tiends 
thereof,  assigned  to  him  by  the  Bailies  and  Council  for 
tiiree  hundred  and  twenty  merks  (£17  15s.  6d.),  money,  at 
Whitsunday  next  to  be  paid."  Only  three  days  after  this, 
without  any  reason  being  given,  the  Council  agreed  to 
"  rescind  and  recall  the  selling  of  the  seven  roods  of  land 
at  St.  Bollok's  Kirkyard,  and  ordains  two  of  the  Council  to 
go  direct  to  William  Wallace  for  signifying  the  same." 
After  this,  the  ground  continued  to  be  let  sometimes  for  pas- 
turage, and  at  other  times  for  tillage,  down  till  27th  January, 
1653,  when  it  is  rouped  and  sett  for  the  last  time,  in  so  far 
as  the  Council  Becords  show,  "to  William  Paterson,  cordiner, 
for  three  years,  payment  twenty-five  merks  5s.  8d.  yearlie  " 
(£1  8s.  3d.)  After  this  i\o  reference  is  made  to  the 
letting  of  "  St.  Bollock's  Kirk  land  and  Kirk  yard."  As 
already  stated,  the  ground  however  appears  to  have  been 
used  as  a  market  from  1658  to  1661. 

These,  then,  were  the  grants  made  to  the  Bailies,  Coun- 
ciUors,  and  Community  of  Paisley  for  the  foundation  of  the 
Grammar  School;  and  certainly  it  was  richly  endowed. 
But  it  is  astonishing  that  the  Town  Council  did  not  form 
them  into  a  separate  Trust,  in  order  to  show  the  amount  of 
money  they  received  on  account  of  it,  and  how  it  was  applied. 
All  the  more  so  that  their  management  of  the  grant  is 
directly  in  the  face  of  that  very  stringent  clause  of  the 
charter,  which  declares  that,  unless  the  Bailies  and  Council 
apply  the  grant  for  the  purposes  mentioned,  "it  shall  be 
retracted,  rescinded,  quashed,  annulled,  and  have  no  force  or 
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rffect.'*  The  conduct  of  the  Town  Council  in  this  matter 
has  been,  we  are  grieved  to  state,  most  reprehensible ;  and 
we  cannot  understand  how  it  was  that  public  opinion  did  not 
long  ago  compel  them  to  separate  in  their  books  the  valuable 
property  belonging  to  the  Grammar  School  from  the  otjt^r 
Corporation  funds.  Possibly,  when  the  endowment  was  givfen, 
the  lands  yielded  a  very  small  revenue,  and  were  of  very 
little  value,  and  the  Town  Council  expended  at  the  erection 
of  the  first  Grammar  School  as  much  as  they  thought  iLe 
endowment  was  worth.  That  may  have  been  their  view  of 
the  value  of  the  endowment  at  its  commencement  and  long 
afterwards,  but  nothing  can  exonerate  them  from  the  r^ 
sponsibility  of  not  having  established  a  separate  Trusts- 
showing  what  they  did  expend  in  connection  with  it,  and  how 
much  they  received.  Land  adjoining  a  town  has  always 
been  increasing  in  value,  and  will  continue  to  do  so ;  and  if 
they  bad  exercised  the  least  forethought,  they  should  have 
foreseen  that  the  seventeen  acres  of  land  and  the  meadow  in 
Seedhill ;  the  seven  acres  of  land  at  Wellmeadow ;  the  ground 
at  St.  Bollock's  Kirk  and  the  casualties  of  superiority,  would, 
as  the  town  progressed,  become  more  and  more  valuable,  and 
be  able  not  only  to  repay  the  Corporation  what  they  had 
expended  beyond  what  they  had  received,  but  to  establish  a 
valuable  fund  for  the  endowment  of  the  Grammar  School 
and  the  education  of  the  youth  of  Paisley.  Instead  of  doing 
so,  they  appear  to  have  looked  upon  this  endowment  as  so 
much  ordinary  Corporation  property,  which  could  be  applied 
to  any  municipal  purpose.  No  good  end  would  be  attained 
by  attempting  to  show  what  is  the  present  value  of  the  en- 
dowment, and  how  much  has  been  expended  on  the  Gram- 
mar School  from  its  commencement,  even  if  there  were 
complete  materials  for  the  purpose,  which  there  are  not,  for 
two  Acts  of  Parliament  have  been  passed,  one  in  1843  and 
another  in  1872,  confirming,  as  we  understand,  all  the  pre- 
vious management  and  deeds  of  the  Town  Council,  and, 
therefore,  whatever  wrong  has  been  done  cannot  now  be 
rectified. 
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The  following  isthemainpartof  acopy of  the  Licence  to  the 
Convent  to  hold  the  pittance  sfl  ver,  which  had  been  assigned  to 
it  by  Abbot  G.  Shaw,  chargeable  on  lands  in  and  about  Paisley, 
dated  14th  May,  1492,  and  which  is  included  in  the  Grammar 
School  Endowment : — "For  the  augmentation  of  the  pittance 
and  recreation  of  his  Convent  of  Paisley,  gave  and  granted 
to  the  said  Convent  for  ever  trigenta  scuta  auri  of  annual 
and  perpetual  rent  for  the  foundation  and  support  of  a 
solemn  anniversary,  and  of  some  other  suffrages  in  the  said 
Monastery  of  Paisley,  to  be  made  and  celebrated  by  the  said 
Convent  and  their  successors  according  to  the  intention  of 
the  said  Lord  Abbot,  in  each  year  for  ever,  but  always 
under  the  clauses,  conditions,  and  modifications  mentioned 
in  letters  made  and  executed  between  the  Abbot  and  Con- 
vent, and  said  annual  rents  affe  assigned  within  the  Burgh  of 
Paisley  and  thereabout.**  A  fac-simile  of  this  deed  is  also 
given. 

The  following  is  a  translation  of  the  Precept  of  Sasine 
by  King  James  the  VI.  on  the  Charter  founding  the 
Grammar  School : — 

*^  Precept  by  James  the  VL  of  Scotland  directed  to  the 
Sheriff  of  Renfrew  and  his  Bailies^  and  also  to 
John  Vauss  and  Thomas  Inglisy  Bailies  of  Paisley y 
and  each  of  tliem  as  Bailies  in  that  part. 

**  Because  the  King  having  in  memory  his  duty  concerning 
the  service  of  God,  and  out  of  respect  for  police  and  good 
order  among  his  subjects,  and  particularly  within  our  Burgh 
of  Paisley ;  and  because,  above  all  things  belonging  to  our 
office,  we  are  boimd  to  embrace  the  worship  of  God,  by 
whose  providence  we  are  promoted  to  the  government  of  this 
our  Kingdom,  and  because  it  becomes  us,  by  all  honest 
means,  to  provide  that  schools  and  studies  of  literature  should 
be  erected,  and  the  poor  within  our  said  burgh  should  be 
maintained,  and  that  youth  may  be  instructed  and  formed  in 
morality,  literature,  and  eloquence,  not  only  that  they  may 
serve  and  be  useful  in  the  ministry  of  the  Word  of  God, 
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bat  also  that  thej  may  be  serviceable  and  fit  instruments 
for  the  utility  and  government  of  our  said  Burgh.    There- 
fore,  with  the  consent  of  the  Earl  of  Morton,  Regent,  a 
Precept  of  Sasine  is  given,  dated  3d  January,  1576." 
We  likewise  give  a  f ac-simile  of  this  deed. 
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CHAPTER     II. 
1576  TO  1700. 

T^HE  Town  Council,  greatly  to  their  credit,  did  not  lose 
much  time  in  erecting  a  building  for  the  Grammar 
School,  after  receiving  the  endowment  for  that  purpose. 
But,  unfortunately,  no  particulars  can  now  be  obtained  re- 
garding the  erection  of  the  first  Grammar  School,  the  ap- 
pointment of  the  first  master,  the  fixing  of  the  school  wages, 
and  other  matters  of  detail,  all  of  which  would  be  as  inter- 
esting to  us  now  as  they  were  wejghiy  and  important  for 
the  authorities  of  that  time.  The  Council  Records  now 
extant,  which  are  the  main  source  of  our  information,  date 
only  from  10th  September,  1594,  but  contain  frequent 
references  to  Acts  and  Minutes  prior  to  that  date,  as  on  10th 
October,  1595,  that  "  no  burgess  be  made  in  time  coming 
until  a  cautioner  be  found  for  the  residence  and  armour, 
under  the  pain  of  forty  pounds  (£3  6s.  8d.),  conform  to  the 
old  acts  thereanent."  Again,  on  8th  July,  1596,  regarding 
the  leading  of  mill  stones  through  the  town,  and  the  injury 
thereby  done  to  the  streets,  reference  is  made  to  an  old 
Act  on  the  same  subject.  Also,  on  5th  March,  1596,  anent 
the  common  lands,  "  that,  wherefore,  the  time  of  the  last 
division  of  the  common  lands  thereof,  which  was  in  the 
month  of  March,  in  the  year  of  God  one  thousand  five 
hundred  three  score  eighteen  years."  And,  the  minute  of 
Council  of  8th  April,  1606,  shows  that  the  Head  Court 
books,  which  were  the  usual  minute  books  of  the  Town 
Council,  commenced  on  25th  February,  1507,  and  that, 
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from  that  time,  down  to  10th  September,  1594,  there  were  six 
different  volumes,  all  of  which  are  now  awanting.  The 
minnte  is  as  follows  : — "  Thomas  Ingles  and  Robert  Algie 
appointed  fiscals,  and  to  have  the  production  of  the  Head 
Court  books  thereof,  the  inventory  whereof  follows  : — Con- 
stantine  Stewart's,  Court  Clerk,  his  book  beginning  25th 
February,  1507,  and  ending  1548.  The  second  beginning 
then,  and  ending  1561.  The  third  book  beginning  then,  and 
ending  1566.  The  fourth  book  beginning  then,  and  ending 
1569.  The  fifth  ending  1588  ;  and,  the  sixth  book  ending 
1594.**  Although  these  six  volumes  of  the  Council  Records 
so  minutely  referred  to,  were  then  in  the  custody  of  the 
Council,  they  are  now  not  to  be  found ;  and  we  shall  after- 
wards have  occasion  to  refer  to  more  of  the  Council 
Records  being  lost. 

All  we  know  is,  that  the  school  house  was  erected  in 
1586,  ten  years  after  the  charter  was  granted,  on  the  south 
side  of  the  School  Wynd,  then  a  venel  or  passage  leading  to 
the  Barnyard,  where  there  was  a  Port,  and  to  Oakshaw,  on 
the  site  of  the  Chapel  of  St.  Nicholas.  We  have  had  some 
hesitation  in  arriving  at  this  conclusion  regarding  the  site 
upon  which  it  was  built,  in  consequence  of  a  different  state- 
ment.* However,  in  1448,  when  King  James  IV.  granted 
a  charter  erecting  Paisley  a  free  Burgh  in  Barony,  a  list  of 
the  f  euars  was  made  out,  which  supplies  much  interesting 
and  important  information  regarding  the  properties  and 
buildings  then  in  the  town ;  and,  in  that  list,  the  first  pro- 
perty on  the  south  side  of  the  "  passage  to  Oxschaw,**  lead- 
ing from  the  "  Moss  Raw,"  is  described  as  "  St.  Nicholas* 
chappel."  Now,  one  of  the  altarages  given  by  King  James 
VI.,  to  endow  the  Grammar  School,  was  that  of  St. 
Nicholas ;  and  this,  no  doubt,  was  the  chapel  connected  with 

*  In  the  Report  by  the  Commisaonen  on  the  state  of  Middle  Class 
Schools  in  Scotland  in  1868,  it  is  stated  that  the  school  was  erected 
"  upon  the  site  of  the  manse  of  the  chaplain  of  St.  Ninian's  Altar;"  but, 
after  mnch  inyestigation,  we  have  been  unable  to  find  any  document  to 
justify  such  a  statement. 
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it  What  more  likely  then,  since  the  Town  Council  had 
this  chapel  in  their  possession,  and  it  heing  near  the  centre 
of  the  town,  than  that  this  was  the  site  upon  which  the 
Granunar  School  was  built? 

The  date  of  the  erection  is  learned  only  from  the  inscrip- 
tion on  the  memorial-stone  which  was  placed  over  the 
entrance  to  the  school.  This  stone  was  placed  in  the  new 
buildings  erected  in  1753,  and  when  the  school  was  removed 
from  School  Wynd  to  Church  HUU  in  1802,  it  was  again 
placed  over  the  entrance,  at  the  suggestion  and  expense  of 
some  old  scholars,  as  shall  be  afterwards  explained.  In  1864, 
when  the  Academy  was  erected,  this  stone  was  again  re- 
moved from  the  old  Grammar  School,  and  placed  over  the 
principal  entrance  to  the  new  building  in  Oakshaw  Street* 
Its  design  and  execution  display  some  taste ;  and  although 
it  has  been  exposed  to  the  vicissitudes  of  the  weather  for 
nearly  300  years,  its  figures  and  letters  are  still  nearly 
as  perfect  as  on  the  day  they  were  formed.  It  is  a  valuable 
relic  of  old  Paisley,  and  worthy  of  being  prized.  Its  con- 
tractions, figures,  and  Paisley  coat  of  arms,  as  shown  by  the 
accompanying  illustration,  are  easily  understood.  The  (©. 
and  5p.  on  either  side  of  the  Town's  Arms  are  the  initial 
letters  of  the  Latin  words,  Opidum  Pasleti.  The  inscription 
18  thus  rendered — "  The  Gramar  Scuil,  1586,  of  the  Town 
of  Paisley." 

We  afterwards  learn  from  the  Council  Eecords  that  the 
building  consisted  of  two  class-rooms,  one  for  the  Grammar 
School,  the  other  for  a  singing  school,  or,  as  it  was  at  first 
called,  a  "  Sang  School,"  and  that  the  master^s  house  was  ad- 
joining. The  roof  was  covered  with  thatch,  as  indeed  were 
nearly  all  the  houses  in  the  town  at  that  period.  The  erec- 
tion of  the  Grammar  School  in  this  street  no  doubt  caused 
it  to  be  called  the  School  Wynd  as  at  present,  or,  as  it  was 
down  to  near  the  end  of  the  last  century,  the  Grammar 
School  Wynd.  This  school  occupied  the  site  of  the  present 
No.  4  School  Wynd,  which  was  the  second  Grammar  School, 
and  is  now  used  as  a  candle-work.     We  cannot  give  any 
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plan  or  elevation  of  the  first  Grammar  School,  but  we  give 
herewith  an  illustration  of  the  second  one,  as  it  now  stands, 
fronting  School  Wynd. 

The  first  reference  of  any  kind  to  be  found  in  the  Council 
Records  regarding  the  Grammar  School  is  to  the  teacher, 
and  is  on  the  10th  February,  1604,  thus — **  The  which  day 
the  Bailies  and  Council  ordain  John  Fyfe,  elder,  to  pay  to 
Mr.  Rot.  Hennersoune,  School  Master  of  the  Burgh,  the 
siun  of  ten  merks  *  money  [lis.  l^d.],  in  complete  pay- 
ment of  his  feall  of  all  years  and  terms  bygone  preceding  the 
date  hereof,  and  part  of  the  rest  of  the  common  good  being 
in  the  said  John  Fyfe's  hands  the  year  he  was  Treasurer  of 
the  said  Burgh."  This  was  most  likely  the  first  teacher,  and 
appointed  in  1586,  when  the  school  was  opened,  for  the 
statement,  "  in  complete  payment  of  his  feall  of  all  years  and 
terms  bygone,"  implies  that  Mr.  Hennersoune  (Henderson) 
had  filled  that  situation  for  a  considerable  number  of  years.- 

At  the  same  date  the  Council  ^pointed  a  successor  to 
Mr.  Henderson,  named  Mr.  Thomas  Bell ;  and  as  this  is  the 
first  record  extant  of  the  appointment  of  a  Teacher  to  the 
Grammar  School,  and  is  very  interesting,  we  give  it  in  full. 
"  10th  February,  1604. — Compeared  Mr.  Thomas  Bell,  who 
declared  to  them  that  he  was  sent  and  desired  by  Mr. 
Andrew  Knox,  minister  at  Paisley,  f  and  Thomas  Inglis, 
burgess  thereof,  being  in  Edinburgh,  to  come  to  this  Burgh 
to  agree  with  them  for  t.eaching  of  the  Granmiar  School 
thereof;  and  according  thereto  offered  himself  to  such  trial 
of  his  doctrine  and  abilities  to  teach  the  said  school  as  the 
said  Bailie  and  Council  thought  expedient.  And  for  his 
trial  the  said  Bailie  and  Council  sent  for  Mr.  Andrew  Knox, 
who  compeared  before  them;  and,  after  consultation  and 
enquirement  had  in  the  said  matter,  the  said  Bailie  and 


*  When  Scots  money  is  stated,  the  amount  in  sterling  will  be  given  also. 

t  The  Rev.  Andrew  Knox  here  referred  to  was  the  minister  of  the 
Abbey  Church,  and  was  translated  from  Lochwinnoch  to  this  charge  in 
1585.    In  1606  he  was  promoted  to  the  Bishopric  of  the  Isles. 
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Council  referred  the  said  trial  of  the  said  Mr.  Thomas' 
abilities  to  teach  the  said  Grammar  School  to  the  said  Mr. 
Andrew  and  Presbytery  of  Paisley,  or  as  many  of  them  as 
they  could  appoint  to  that  effect.  Likewise,  as  the  said 
Bailie  and  Council  declared  to  the  said  Mr.  Thomas  that 
thqr  would  have  him  to  be  bound  to  teach  the  said  Grammar 
School  for  the  space  of  five  years  at  the  least,  and  to  read  the 
prayers  in  the  said  Kirk  daily  during  the  said  space.  And 
his  yearly  stipend  to  be  one  hundred  merks  [£5  lis.  Id.] 
money,  to  be  paid  as  follows,  viz.,  forty  merks  thereof  by  the 
Right  Honble.  James,  Master  of  Paisley,  his  Chamberlain 
and  Factors,  and  forty  pounds  by  the  Bailies  and  Council 
and  their  Treasurer  for  the  time,  at  four  times  in  the  year, 
viz..  Beltane,  Lammas,  Allhallows,  and  Candlemass.  And 
likeways  each  burgess'  son  and  indweller  within  the  said 
Burgh  being  put  to  the  school  shall  pay  to  the  said  Mr. 
Thomas  xiijs.  iiijd.  [Is.  1^.]  at  the  terms  foresaid  in 
schooledge,  and  one  contract  to  be  made  thereupon,  the  said 
Master  Thomas  being  found  qualified.  To  which  the  said 
Mr.  Thomas  agreed." 

It  will  thus  be  observed  that  his  annual  salary,  or  "yearly 
stipend  "  was  to  be  100  merks,  or  £5  lis.  Id.  stg. ;  that  the 
school  wages  were  to  be  13s.  4d.  quarterly,  or  Is.  l^d.  stg. ; 
and,  in  addition  to  teaching  in  the  Grammar  School,  he 
was  "  to  read  prayers  in  the  kirk  daily."  The  kirk  here 
referred  to  was  the  chapel  of  Saint  Mirren  and  Columba, 
now  known  as  the  "  sounding  aisle." 

Mr.  Bell,  like  many  teachers  in  our  country,  seems  to 
have  looked  on,  and  to  have  used  his  office  merely  as  a 
stepping-stone  to  assist  him  in  becoming  a  minister  of  the 
gospel ;  for,  on  the  14th  Jime  of  the  same  year,  he  appeared 
before  the  Presbytery  of  Paisley  as  thus  recorded  in  their 
minutes  : — "  The  which  day  Mr.  Thomas  Bell,  craving  at 
the  brethren  that  they  would  admit  him  upon  the  privy 
exercise,  the  brethren  granted  unto  his  suit  affirmative, 
upon  this  condition,  that  the  said  Mr.  Thomas  would  agree 
to  subscribe  the  Act  of  the  said  Presbytery,  of  the  date 
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26th  April,  1604.  To  the  which  the  said  Mr.  Thomas 
judicially  agreed,  testified  by  his  subscription  eiket  thereto, 
and  thereupon  the  brethren  admitted  him,  and  prescribed 
him  an  text  in  the  Epistle  to  the  Romans,  13  cap.,  1  vs.,  to 
exercise  12th  July,  1604."  He  underwent  further  trials  at 
successive  meetings,  and  was  finally,  on  5th  Sept.,  1605, 
licensed  "  to  teach  publicly  in  any  kirk  he  shall  be  lawfully 
employed." 

A  curious  circumstance  took  place  between  the  Council 
and  their  Treasurer,  on  the  22nd  July,  1608,  regarding  the 
payment  of  the  Schoolmaster^s  salary ;  when  the  Treasurer 
was  fined  for  using  unbecoming  language.  The  following 
is  a  copy  of  the  minute,  so  far  as  it  can  be  deciphered,  but 
it  is  not  very  intelligible: — "The  which  day,  in  pre- 
sence of  the  Bailies  and  persons  of  the  Councillors,  the 
said  John  Stewart,  Treasurer,  being  reproved  by  the  said 
Bailies  for  non-payment,  to  the  Schoolmaster,  of  his 
stipend;  the  said  John  Stewart  confessed,  the  devil,  they 
be  hanget,  that  he  was  Treasurer.  For  the  which  he 
is  admonished  and  decerned  by  the  said  Bailies  and  Council 
in  one  unlaw  of  40s."  (3s.  4d.) 

From  the  Council  Records  of  1610,  we  learn,  that  the 
roof  of  the  School  was  thatched ;  for  on  the  11th  Oct.  of  that 
year,  the  Council  "  ordained  that  R.  Craig^  Master  of  Works, 
cause  theik  the  School." 

This  Robert  Craig,  Master  of  Works,  was  armed  by  the 
Council  with  great  powers  in  'compelling  the  inhabitants  to 
assist  him  when  he  found  it  necessary.  On  12th  April  the 
following  curious  minute,  on  this  subject,  is  recorded,  which, 
shows  the  arbitrary  power  then  exercised  by  the  authorities. 
**Item — ^it  is  statute  and  ordained  that  all  persons,  burgesses 
and  inhabitants  of  this  Burgh,  obey  Robert  Craig,  Master 
of  Works,  he  requiring  them  to  help  to  lift  timber  or 
stones  when  necessity  shall  require  for  reparation  of  the 
Tolbooth  and  Westport,  or  other  common  work  of  this 
Burgh ;  and  that  no  person  disobey  nor  refuse  him  there- 
anent,  under  the  pain  of  40s.  money,  (3s.  4d.),  toties  quotiesj'* 
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How  long  Mr.  Thomas  Bell  held  his  important  offices,  we 
are  not  informed,  but  we  know  that  he  had  ceased  to  fill 
them  in  February,  1618.  The  presumption,  however,  is 
that  he  would  not  long  exercise  them  after  being  licensed  as 
a  preacher ;  and  that  the  year  1606,  at  the  farthest,  termi- 
nated his  connection  with  the  School,  and  saw  the  install- 
ation of  his  successor,  Mr.  Robert  Park.  It  is  true  that  we 
find  no  further  reference  to  either  the  Grammar  School  or 
its  teacher,  till  February,  1618,  but  this  must  not  surprise 
those  who  are  familiar  with  the  Paisley  Council  Records  of 
that  date.  In  February,  1618,  Mr.  Robert  Park  is  described 
as  "  Schoolmaster  of  the  Grammar  School,"  and  as  having 
obtained,  at  the  court  of  the  burgh,  held  in  the  Tolbooth,  a 
decreet  against  a  Patrick  Greenlees  for  the  rent  of  a  house  in 
the  Seedhill.  The  house  here  referred  to  formerly  belonged 
to  Patrick  Park,  the  father  of  Mr.  Robert  Park,  for  a  new 
charter  was  granted  to  him  on  the  death  of  his  father,  and 
he  was  booked  in  some  land  to  which,  for  the  same  reason, 
he  had  become  heir.  It  thus  appears  that  Mr.  Robert  Park 
was  a  native  of  Paisley. 

The  first  resolution  or  act  passed  by  the  Town  Council  to 
prohibit  private  schools  in  the  Burgh  was  on  5th  October, 
J618,  and  was  as  follows: — "The  Bailies  and  Council 
statute  and  ordains  that  there  be  no  reading  schools  within 
the  sjud  Burgh  except  the  Grammar  School  and  Music 
School,  neither  male  nor  female.  Until  the  bairnes  be  of 
eight  years  of  age,  none  of  them  to  be  sent  to  the  Sewing 
School,  till  they  can  read  perfectly."  Procedure  of  this  kind 
was  not  confined  to  Paisley,  for  most  of  the  Town  Coun- 
cils in  the  16th  and  17th  centuries  prohibited  private 
schools  in  the  towns  under  their  jurisdiction,  in  order  that 
children  might  attend  the  Grammar  Schools  under  their 
charge.  In  Edinburgh  the  most  extreme  and  harsh  mea- 
sures were  adopted  for  that  purpose.  On  6th  August,  1668, 
the  Edinburgh  Town  Council  ordained  "  that  no  person  or 
persons,  upon  any  pretence  whatever,  do  or  shall  teach 
grammar  within  the  said  City  or  Liberties 
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And  to  the  end  that  this  Act  may  find  the  more  read 
obedience,  it  is  hereby  ordained  that  the  Master  of  the  Hig 
School,  or  any  of  his  doctors  authorised  by  hun,  have  powe 
from  the  Magistrates  to  command  any  two  or  more,  if  nee^ 
be,  of  the  Town  Officers  to  apprehend  and  imprison  sue) 
who  by  their  contumacy  and  disobedience  shall  be  foun< 
guilty  of  the  breach  hereof."      Chalmers,  in  his   life   o; 
Euddiman,  states  that  "in  1660  vulgar  schoolmasters  wer< 
discharged  from  teaching  Latin.     There  was  a  similar  pro- 
hibition in  May,  1661,"  and  that  "in  March,  1679,  there 
was  issued  a  proclamation  prohibiting  single  persons  from 
teaching   private    or   public    schools    within    the  city    or 
suburbs  of  Edinburgh      The  prohibitions  were  repeated  in 
1693,  when  the  doors  of  private  schools  were  ordered  to  be 
closed ;  and  again  in  1694."    The  Peebles  Town  Council  in 
1658  ord^ned  "  that  all  male  children  shall  attend  the  public 
schools,  and  all  women  who  keep  schools  in  the  Burgh  are 
prohibited  from  taking  any  male  child,  under  pain  of  twenty 
shillings  scots  (Is.  8d.)  for  ilk  male  child  they  shall  receive." 
In  1697  the  Session  and  Heritors  of  Greenock  and  Carts- 
dyke  decided  that  one  school  was  quite  sufficient  for  the  com- 
bined parish,  and  solemnly  forbade  all  private  schools,  as 
prejudicial  to  it.     The  Dumfries  Town  Council  in  1767 
prohibited  a  private  teacher  of  writing,  on  the  ground  that  his 
school  was  "to  the  prejudice  and  discouragement  of  the 
public  established  writing  master  and  his    successors  in 
office."    At  Burntisland  in  1620  the  Council  ordered  "that 
no  private  school  be  allowed  except  those  of  women,  who 
were  permitted  to  teach  only  lasses  and  very  young  boys." 
At  Ayr  also,  in  1666,  the  Council,  on  the  appointment  of  a 
new  schoolmaster,  ^*  resolved  that  all  others  are  forbidden  to 
teach  except  him  and  his  doctor,  and  intimation  is  to  be  sent 
through  the  town  by  tuck  of  dinmi  for  entering  of  the  youth 
in  the  school." 

These  extracts  will  serve  to  show  what  was  then  done  all 
over  Scotland  for  the  putting  down  of  schools  imder  the 
charge  of  private  teachers,  and  for  the  establishment  of  a 
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monopoly  in  favonr  of  the  public  Grammar  Schools.  In- 
deed, when  the  master  of  a  school  was  appointed,  one  of 
the  conditions  often  was  that  no  one  else  should  be  allowed 
to  teach  in  the  same  town. 

The  Music  ot  "Sang  School,**  was,  as  already  stated,  part 
of  the  Granmiar  School,  and  was  conducted  by  the  Master's 
assistant,  or  doctor,  as  he  was  called.  The  first  notice  we 
ha^e  of  it  in  the  Council  Records,  is  on  5th  October,  1 618 : — 
"The  Bailies  and  Council  ordain  and  appoint  the  Master  of 
the  Music  School  to  charge  quarterly  of  every^baim  vi  s,  viii  d, 
schooTage,"  that  is,  6f  d.  sterling. 

Sang  Schools,  in  connection  with  the  Grammar  Schools, 
were  common  throughout  the  country  about  this  time.  At 
Elgin,  the  Sang  School  was  a  part  of  the  Grammar  School 
as  early  as  1585.  The  Town  Council  of  Dunfermline,  in 
1610,  obtained  from  Queen  Anne  (of  Denmark),  wife  of  James 
YL,  an  endowment  of  two  thousand  pounds  scots  (£166  13s. 
4d)  for  the  support  of  the  schoolmaster  of  the  Burgh,  and  a 
teacher  of  music,  called  the  "Master  of  Sang."  At  Had- 
dington, in  1677,  a  music  master  was  appointed  ^^for  in- 
stmcting  all  persons,  men  as  well  as  children,  to  sing  music 
and  to  play  upon  musical  instruments.  Salary,  one  hundred 
pounds  scots  (£8  6s.  8d.),  and  a  house  maill,  besides  per- 
quisites." At  Ayr,  as  early  as  1536,  a  music  teacher  is 
noticed;  and  in  1583,  the  Town  Council  enjoin  that  he 
Aall  be  able  not  only  to  teach  singing,  but  to  ^^  play  on  the 
^mnet" 

Mr.  RobCTt  Paik,  the  schoolmaster,  must  have  given 
great  satisfaction  to  the  community,  for  the  Council,  in 
order  to  testify  their  appreciation  of  his  conduct,  conferred 
upon  him  the  honour  of  Burgess-ship.  The  minute  record- 
ing this  is  dated  4th  May,  1620,—"  The  which  day  Robert 
Park,  schoolmaster  of  the  Grammar  School  of  the  said 
Buigh,  was  created  and  made  a  burgess  and  freeman  of  the 
said  Bui^h,  to  use  the  freedom  and  libefty  thereof  in  time 
coming,*and  gave  his  oath  and  fealty  thereupon  as  use  is.^ 

In  May,  1623,  the  Music  School  appears  to  have  been 
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given  up ;  but  the  Records  assign  no  reason.  At  that  d 
the  Council  "  granted  to  Mr.  Robert  Park,  schoolmaster, 
Music  School  to  be  a  dwelling-house  to  him  for  the  yeai 
come, — ^he  bigging  a  brace  therein  of  clay  on  his 
expence."  Very  probably  the  schoolmaster^s  house  was  1 
out  o{  repair,  for  a  similar  circumstance  occurs  at  a  1 
date. 

Mr.  Robert  Park  ceased  to  be  schoolmaster  at  the  b( 
ning  of  1626 ;  but  the  Council  Records  furnish  no  info 
tion  regarding  this,  or  who  was  his  successor.  He  ap] 
to  have  died  near  to  the  close  of  the  year  1631,  for  a  mi 
of  that  date  records  that  John  Park,  eldest  son  and  he 
"umquhile"  Robert  Park,  was  booked  in  certain  lane 
Seedhill,  and  also  in  other  lands  "under  the  w 
From  the  minutes  of  the  Presbytery  of  Paisley,  howeve 
learn  that  Mr.  Park's  successor  was  Mr.  William  Hutcl 
He  was  sent  by  the'^Council  to  be  examined  by  the 
bytery  as  to  his  qualifications  to  be  teacher.  The  Presb 
not  only  satisfied  themselves  that  he  was  qualified,  bu 
appointed  him  to  be  their  clerk.  Their  minute  on 
subject  is  dated  20th  April,  1626,  and  is  as  follows : — * 
which  day  Mr.  Robert  Boyd  of  Trochrig*  (having  rec 
commission  of  the  Moderator  anent  brethren  of  the 
Presbytery  to  try  whether  or  not  Mr.  William  Hutc 
was  suflScient  and  able  to  teach  the  Grammar  Sch< 
Paisley,  and  read  in  the  Kirk)  did,  by  his  letter,  infer 
said  brethren  of  the  sufficiency  of  the  said  Mr.  Williai 
therefore,  they  admitted  him  upon  his  solemn  oa 
diligence  and  fidelity  in  the  said  offices,  as  likewise  acc< 
to  the  said  oath  admitted  him  Clerk  of  their  Presbytery." 
emoluments  of  Mr.  Hutchison  for  acting  as  Pres 
Clerk  were  fixed  by  them  at  twenty  pounds  (£1  13j 
yearly,  and  the  following  is  a  copy  of  their  mini 
"21   Feby.,    1628.— The  which  day    the    Modehito 

•  The  Rev.  Robert  Boyd  of  Trochrig,  here  referred  to,  was  mii 
the  Abbey  Church,  having  been  appointed  to  that  charge  on  let  J 
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remnant  brethren  of  the  Presbytery  of  Paisley,  considering 
the  great  pains  which  their  clerk  and  officer  sustain  for  the 
several  ministers  within  the  said  Presbytery,  have  ordained, 
as  likewise  they  of  their  own  accord  have  undertaken,  to  })ay 
yearly  to  their  said  clerk  amongst  them,  to  be  taken  out  of 
their  church  boxes,  the  sum  of  twenty  pounds  (33s.  4d.) 
money  yearly,  as  likewise  every  one  of  said  ministers  to  pay 
to  the  said  church  officer  yearly  the  sum  of  twenty  shillings 
money"  (Is.  8d.) 

After  1637  a  long  and  serious  blank  occurs  in  the  Council 
Secords.  The  seventh  volume  ends  in  1637,  and  the  eighth 
begins  at  the  end  of  1645,  thus  showing  a  blank  of  more 
than  eight  years.  The  volumes  are  all  marked  on  the  back 
of  the  cover,  as  being  consecutive ;  yet,  it  is  evident,  there  is 
at  least  one  awanting.  The  numbering  of  these  volumes 
must,  therefore,  be  of  modem  date.  The  first  of  the  Records 
is  marked  as  commencing  in  1594,  while  we  know  from  their 
contents,  as  already  explained,  that  there  were  Kecords  previ- 
ous to  that  time,  showing  that,  whoever  numbered  these 
volumes,  did  so  just  in  so  far  as  they  were  preserved.  We 
learn  from  the  minutes  of  1651  that  there  were  then  ten 
volumes  of  the  Council  Eecords,  besides  the  volume  in  use, 
which  would  make  eleven  volumes  altogether.  Now  at 
the  present  time,  the  volume  which  embraces  the  period  of 
1651  is  marked  volmne  9,  which  shows  that  two  of  the 
volumes  have  been  lost  since  that  time;  and  there  is 
every  reason  to  believe  that  they  contained  the  transactions 
of  the  Council  between  1637  and  1645.  The  minute  which 
refers  to  these  different  volumes  is  dated  19th  April,  1651. 
"  The  which  day  Robert  Park,  clerk,  has  returned  ten  of 
the  old  court  books  to  the  Bailies  and  Council,  that  formerly 
were  given  him  to  extract  some  Acts,  the  which  books  were 
put  in  the  Council  Kist."  This  shows  that  the  Charter 
chest  was  not  then  under  the  control  of  the  town-clerk. 
The  chest  now  in  use  has  three  keys,  which  are  all  different ; 
and,  down  to  a  recent  date,  the  regulation  by  the  Council 
was  that  the  Provost,  the  Town-Clerk,  and  the  Town- 
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Chamberlain  were  to  be  the  custodiers  of  them,  so  that  the 
chest  could  not  be  opened  unless  all  these  gentlemen  were 
present.  Such  was  reaUy  the  regulation  of  the  Coimcil, 
but  it  was  seldom  adhered  to,  for  all  the  keys  were  generally 
in  the  possession  of  the  Town-Clerk.  When  the  writer  of 
this  filled  the  situation  of  Town-Chamberlain,  one  of  the 
keys  was  sometimes  in  his  keeping,  in  order  to  make  it  more 
difficult  for  one  of  the  Bailies,  who  was  very  inquisitive, 
to  interfere  with  the  contents  of  the  chest.  Before 
the  close  of  the  year  1645,  the  Council  had  under  their 
notice  the  fact  that  one  of  their  minute  books,  and 
other  papers,  were  awanting,  and  they  adopted  ener- 
getic measures  for  their  recovery  from  Mr,  Hugh  Fork, 
who  had  been  formerly  their  clerk.  Their  resolution,  dated 
25th  November,  1645,  is  as  follows: — ^*  Which  day  there 
being  convened  at  the  Cross,  with  the  Bailies,  James  Alex- 
ander, merchant ;  Robert  Alexander,  notary ;  the  two  John 
Hamiltons;  Alexander  Henderson,  John  Wallace  in  the 
Snawdoune,  and  Hugh  Blair,  Councillors,  they  all  in  one 
voice  ordain  Mr.  Hugh  Fork,  late  clerk,  to  be  ordered  by 
one  sergeant  to  produce  and  deliver  to  the  Bailies  and 
Council  the  Court  Book,  written  by  him  in  his  time,  with 
the  scroll  of  the  Common  Land,  and  other  scrolls  in  his 
hand,  belonging  to  them,  and  that  upon  to-morrow  at  the 
ten  hours,  under  pain  of  disobedience."  This  peremptory 
demand  must  have  secured  the  return  of  the  Mmute  Book 
and  other  papers,  for,  in  1651,  as  already  explained,  there 
were  none  awanting. 

Mr.  William  Hutchison,  school-master,  resided  at  the 
Barnyard  (which  was  the  name  of  the  place  a  little  further 
up  the  School  Wynd  than  the  Grammar  School),  in  a  house 
belonging  to  the  Town  Council.  This  house  is  described  as 
the  "  little  house  and  yard  in  the  Barnyard  "  at  the  annual 
rouping  of  the  Town's  property,  and  year  after  year,  from 
1626,  it  was  taken  by  Mr.  William  Hutchison,  schoolmaster. 
He  must  have  died  before  3d  December,  1645  ;  for  at  the 
rouping  of  the  Town's  property,  at  that  date,  "  the  little 
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house  and  yard,  sometime  possessed  by  omquhile  Mr. 
William  Hutchison,  is  rouped  and  sett  to  John  Baird, 
drummer,  for  one  year  to  come  from  Whitsunday  next  for 
five  pounds  (5s).  John  Hamilton,  in  Smithhills,  cautioner." 
Like  his  predecessor,  Mr.  Eobert  Park,  he  appears  to  have 
been  highly  esteemed  by  the  Council,  for  on  Ist  May,  1628, 
it  is  stated — "The  which  day  Mr.  William  Hutchison, 
schoolmaster  of  the  said  Buigh,  is  by  the  said  Bailies,  with 
consent  of  the  Council,  created,  made  burgess,  and  freeman 
of  the  said  Burgh,  to  use  the  freedom  and  liberty  thereof, 
as  use  is  (who  gave  his  oath  of  f  ailty  thereupon  as  use  is) 
and  that  gratis.  Thereupon  the  said  Mr.  William  asked 
acts."  Honours  of  this  kind  were  not  unfrequently  be- 
stowed upon  the  schoolmasters,  and  were  regarded  as  a 
reward  for  good  services  performed,  and  as  an  encourage- 
ment for  the  future ;  or,  as  it  is  sometimes  quaintly  stated, 
for  "  good  deeds  done,  and  to  be  done  "  to  the  Burgh. 

Mr.  Wm.  Hutchison,  as  already  stated,  must  have  died 
before  3rd  Dec.,  1645.  The  first  notice  regarding  his 
successor,  Mr.  John  Knox,  is  on  16th  January,  1646,  when 
^  The  Bailies  and  Council,  by  a  plurality  of  voices,  continued 
Mr.  John  Knox,  Schoolmaster  of  the  Grammar  School,  ad 
prisnam  eulpam  usqueP  As  this  was  not  a  unanimous 
appointment,  evidently  some  of  the  Councillors  were  not 
satisfied  ;  and  this  is  confirmed  by  a  resolution  agreed  to,  six 
days  afterwards,  that  "the  two  Bailies,  and  with  them 
Bobert  Wallace,  Bobert  Fork,  Archd.  Stewart,,  and  John 
Hamilton  of  Blackball,  shall  go  and  treat  with  the  two 
ministers  anent  the  settling  of  the  matter  controverted  about 
Mr.  John  Knox,  schoolmaster,  and  report  their  diligence  to 
the  CounciL"  What  the  controverted  matter  was,  whether, 
as  the  conference  with  the  ministers  would  seem  to  imply,  it 
had  reference  to  the  offices  of  precentor  and  session-clerk, 
which  were  generally  held  by  the  Master  of  the  Grammar 
School,  and  at  a  later  period  by  the  Doctor,  or  whether  the 
controversy  was  a  pecuniary  one,  as  seems  to  be  implied  by  the 
minute  of  two  days'  later  date,  is  not  stated.    The  record  on 
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that  occasion  runs  thus: — "24  Jany.,  1646. — Compeared  Mr. 
John  Ejiox,  schoohnaster,  and  surrenders  in  the  Bailies  and 
Council's  hands  his  charge  and  service  he  had  in  teaching  of 
the  Grammar  School,  willing  them  to  provide  another, 
except  they  augment  his  stipend.  Notwithstanding  thereof, 
and  until  they  provide  themselves  of  another  schoolmaster, 
at  the  desire  of  the  said  Bailies  and  Council,  he  is  content  to 
serve  only  until  Beltane  next,  and  no  farther ;  whereunto 
both  the  Bailies  and  Council  and  he  condescends." 

Before  appointing  a  successor,  the  Council  very  gen- 
erally took  the  advice  of  the  ministers  in  the  Abbey 
Church  regarding  the  master's  fitness  for  the  situation,  and 
ako  got  them  to  visit  the  school,  as  will  be  seen  at  next 
appointment,  and  by  the  following  minute.  On  15th 
October,  1646,  the  Council  ^*  appointed  the  two  Bailies  and 
two  of  the  Council  they  shall  choose,  shall  go  at  the  first 
convenience  they  can  have,  and  acquaint  the  two  ministers 
anent  the  school."  The  business  with  the  ministers  is  not 
stated ;  but  in  the  same  month  of  the  following  year,  the 
Council  appointed  the  school  to  be  visited  each  month  by 
the  Bailies  and  Council,  with  the  assistance  of  the  ministers. 

The  teacher  who  succeeded  Mr.  John  Elnox  was  Mr. 
John  Will,  "  Student  in  Glasgow."  The  appointment  is  of 
date  11th  April,  1646,  and  is  thus  recorded — "They  ap- 
point that  one  call  shall  be  given  to  Mr.  John  Will,  Student 
in  Glasgow,  to  be  schoolmaster  in  Paisley,  and  that  the  said 
call  be  drawn  up  and  read  before  the  Session  on  Tuesday 
next."  In  this  case  the  Session  as  well  as  the  Presbytery 
were  consulted,  for  on  the  21st  of  the  next  month  the  fol- 
lowing appears  in  the  Presbytery  Kecords : — "  The  which 
day  Mr  John  Will,  schoolmaster,  called  by  the  Kirk  Session 
and  Town  Council  of  Paisley  to  be  schoolmaster  at  Paisley, 
is  produced  before  the  Presbytery  to  be  approven  by  them  ; 
the  Presbytery  approves  him  in  respect  of  his  known  quali- 
fications." 

The  first  notice  of  a  Doctor  in  the  Grammar  School  is  of 
date  22d  June,  1646.    The  reference  is  certainly  far  from 
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creditable  to  him,  as  it  is  the  record  of  a  severe  r^roof  he 
received  from  the  Council  for  striking  the  children ;  but 
it  brings  before  us  some  particulars  of  the  discipline  of  the 
time,  which  was  harsh  in  the  extreme.  In  Grammar  Schools 
in  Scotland,  both  for  long  before  and  after  this  time,  the 
assistant  or  second  master  was  called  ^'Doctor,''  and  his 
duties  were  to  take  the  charge  of  the  scholars  in  the  initia- 
toiy  classes.  As  we  shall  afterwards  have  occasion  to  show, 
the  Doctor  of  the  Paisley  Grammar  School  was  sometimes 
appointed  by  the  Town  Council,  and  had  a  fixed  salary  and 
a  proportion  of  the  school  fees ;  at  other  times  he  was  chosen 
by  the  schoolmaster,  who  paid  him  either  a  stated  salary  or 
a  certain  amount  of  the  school  wages.  His  duties  were  to 
superintend  the  initiatory  English  and  writing  and  arith- 
metic classes,  while  the  schoolmaster  had  charge  of  the 
higher  branches.  In  the  Burgh  School  of  Kirkcaldy,  as  far 
back  as  1582,  we  read  of  a  very  curious  arrangement  made 
for  the  payment  of  the  Doctor.  In  that  year  a  contract  was 
made  between  the  Council  and  the  Minister  that  he  should 
teach  the  Grammar  School  as  principal,  with  a  Doctor  under 
him,  for  whom  he  should  be  responsible.  The  Minister  was 
to  be  paid  at  the  beginning  of  the  year  by  the  scholars,  and 
the  Doctor  was  to  ^^  have  his  meat  about  in  the  town,  to  wit, 
off  every  bidm  one  da/s  meat."  The  name  of  the  Doctor 
in  the  Grammar  School  of  Paisley  at  this  date  was  Bobert 
Lawson,  but  the  time  of  his  appointment  is  not  given.  The ' 
resolution  with  regard  to  him,  already  referred  to,  is  as 
follows : — ^  It  is  appointed  that  two  of  the  Council  shall  go 
and  discharge  Bobert  Lawson  absolutely  that  he  strike  nane 
of  the  scholars  within  the  School  of  Paisley  hereafter,  and 
that  he  shall  take  no  such  authority  on  him ;  and  if  he  do  in 
the  future  contrary,  the  first  bairn  he  strikes,  it  is  concluded 
that  he  should  be  removed  from  the  school."  In  this  charge 
against  the  teacher  for  striking  the  scholars  there  are  no 
particulars  given,  and  the  Bailies  did  not  afterwards  make 
any  report  to  the  Council  on  the  subject.  At  that  period, 
and  even  for  long  afterwards,  the  discipUne  in  the  schools  in 
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Scotland  was  not  only  excessively  severe,  but  sometimes 
cruel.  In  the  Grammar  School  of  Peebles  *'the  town 
officers  in  their  uniforms  were  occasionally  employed  by  one 
of  the  schoohnasters  to  assist  him  in  holding  down  ob- 
streperous pupils,  when  they  were  laid  across  a  table  to  be 
punished  with  lashes  on  the  bare  back*  It  was  our  misfor- 
tune to  see  such  exhibitions  of  school  discipline,  and  not  the 
least  strange  thing  about  them  was  that  they  evoked  remark 
neither  from  the  Magistrates  nor  the  public,  so  different 
were  people's  feelings  little  more  than  half  a  century  ago 
from  what  they  are  at  present.  At  this  period  school  edu- 
cation in  other  places  as  well  as  Peebles  was  conducted  on 
principles  of  vengeance  and  terror."* 

It  is  very  likely  that  Mr.  Robert  Lawson,  who  was  pro- 
hibited from  striking  the  bairns,  did  not  desist  from  that 
practice,  and  was  ultimately  dismissed;  for  on  the  21st 
October,  1647,  a  successor  was  appointed,  named  John 
Tannahill.  As  the  minute  of  his  appointment  illustrates  in 
a  striking  manner  the  arbitrary  power  possessed  by  Town 
Councils  regarding  the  suppression  of  private  schools,  we 
give  it  in  full, — *'The  Council  conclude  and  find  it  ex- 
pedient to  have  a  doctor  for  the  school.  That  the  doctor 
offered  is  named  John  Tannahill  (if  the  minister  find  him 
qualified  for  the  place),  shall  have  as  doctor,  for  the  half  year 
to  come,  ten  merks  money  (lis.  Id.)  ;  and  for  his  fartlier 
encouragement,  they  conclude  that  all  men  children  shall  go 
to  the  Onunmar  School,  and  ordains  all  women  schools  to  be 
discharged  receiving  of  men  children,  under  tlie  pain  of 
censure ;  and  ordains  likewise  that  no  women  shall  keep  a 
school  from  All-Hallowday  next,  but  such  as  upon  their 
petitions  shall  be  allowed  by  the  Council;  and  interim 
appoints  Mr.  John  Knox  his  house  for  the  said  doctor  until 
Whitsunday  next,  when  at  that  time  he  shall  have  the 
Music  School.** 

For  about  two  years  before  the  end  of  1647,  the  pestilence 

*  Cbamberi's  Peebleshire,  p.  726. 
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raged  in  Glasgow,  and  extreme  measures  were  adopted  for 
its  suppression.  In  October,  1647,  a  deputation,  headed  by 
the  Provost  of  the  City,  visited  Paisley,  and  made  applica- 
tion to  the  Council  to  accommodate  the  students  attending 
the  College.  At  a  meeting  of  Council  held  on  the  7th  of 
that  month,  it  is  recorded — '^  Which  day  anent  the  proposi- 
tion proposed  by  George  Porterfield,  ^Provost  of  Glasgow, 
the  Deacon  Convener,  and  Mr.  John  Spreul,  derk,  to  have 
the  college  accommodation  in  Paisley  (if  the  plague  should 
continue  in  Glasgow).  The  Council  answered  affirmative. 
They  advertising  the  town  thereof,  ten  days  before  their 
ccnning;  and  appoints  the  Bailie,  and  any  he  pleases  to  take 
with  him,  to  signify  their  answer  to  the  said  Provost,  Dean 
of  Guild,  and  Clerk ;  RobCTt  Fork,  elder."  Shortly  after 
tUs  the  plague  greatly  abated,  and  the  college  did  not  require 
to  be  removed  to  Paisley.  It  is  not  stated  where  the  Council 
int^ed  to  accommodate  the  college  students. 

Mr.  Will  must  have  ceased  to  be  schoolmaster  sometime 
about  the  beginning  of  1648,  but  the  Council  Becords  do 
not  supply  any  information  on  the  subject ;  they  only  show 
that  the  Council  were  then  taking  steps  to  secure  a  successor, 
as  recorded  in  the  minutes  of  10th  January,  1648,  thus — 
^'Itis  concluded  (Mr.  Alex.  Dunlop*  being  now  present) 
that  the  said  Mr.  Alexander,  and  Robert  Alexander,  bailie, 
shall  write  to  Douglas  to  Mr.  Alexander  Park,  now  pedar- 
gogne  to  the  Marquis  of  Douglas,  to  see  if  he  will  come  here 
and  undertake  to  be  schoolmaster  for  five  or  six  years.**  The 
Council  appear  to  have  succeeded  in  securing  his  services, 
fw  on  14th  February  thereafter,  the  following  is  recorded : 
— **  Which  day  the  Bailies  and  Council  have  agreed  with 
Mr.  Alex.  Park,  now  in  service  with  the  Marquis  of  Douglas, 
to  be  their  school-master,  and  learn  their  Grammar  School 
for  the  space  of  four  years  from  Whitsunday  next,  which 


*  The  Rev.  Alex.  Dunlop,  who  waa  then  minister  of  the  Second  Charge 
in  the  Abbey  Church,  and  promoted  to  the  First  Charge  on  28th  December, 
1653. 
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shall  be  his  entry  (the  fifth  year  bemg  referred  in  the  i 
Mr.  Alexander  his  will);  and  the  said  Mr.  Alexander 
have  the  ordinary  feall,  which  is  two  hundred  me 
(£11  28,  2^d.)  from  the  Town,  with- the  benefit  of  the  Bchi 
Thereunto  the  said  Mr.  Alexander  has  condescended  i 
condescends." 

It  was  at  this  period  that  Mr.  William  Mure,  the  secc 
eldest  son  of  Mure  of  Caldwell,  attended  the  Pais! 
Grammar  School,*  and  the  master  must  have  been  considei 
a  good  teacher  and  the  school  altogether  as  well  conducted 
any  similar  institution,  when  it  was  preferred  to  the  Hij 
School  of  Glasgow.  The  first  entry  made  is  on  2d  Febr 
ary,  1648,  and  includes  the  school  wage  and  the  Candl 
mas  offering  that  would  then  be  payable ;  but  we  give  i 
the  payments  made  on  Mr.  Williun  Mure's  account  wh< 
attending  the  Grammar  School,  as  some  of  them  determii 
the  rate  of  school  wages  at  that  time,  and  are,  therefor 
interesting. 

1648.  Soots.  Sterling. 

Item  to  the  schoolmaster  and  doctor  at 
Paisley,  at  direction  of  Mr.  Alexander 
Dunlopt  for  Wm.  More,  his  Oandlemas 

wages  and  offering,  1648,        i 

Item  at  the  time  to  Wm.  More  to  buy  books, 

Item  given  thereafter  to  buy  books, 

„    1  March,  to  Wm.  to  keep  his  purse,... 

„    3  May,  1648,  to  John  Yaus  in  Paisley 

for  slates  that  he  bought  for  the 

Place  of  Caldwell, 

„    that  time  for  a  bonnet  to  Wm.  Mure, 
Item  to  schoolmaster  and  doctor  in  Paisley 
for  Wm.  Mure,  his  offering  and  Candle- 
mas wage,  1649,  at  direction  of  Mr. 
Alex.  Dunlop, 11  12    0       0  19    4 


*  CaldweU  Papers,  Part  first,  p.  100. 

t  The  Mr.  Alex.  Donlop  here  referred  to,  and  who  appears  to  have  had 
some  charge  of  Willism  Mure,  is  the  minister  in  the  Abbey  Church  already 
mentioned. 
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Item  in  April,  1649,  paid  to  the  school- 

master  and  doctor  in  Paisley  for  Wm. 

Mure,  his  quarter  wage  from  Candle- 
mas, 1649,  till  May,  1649,       3    0    0        0    5    0 

Item  pud  John  Sprenl's  wife  in  Paisley  for 

Wm.  More,  his  boarding  from  the  first 

Oct,  1648,  tm  9  Feby.,  1649,  ...    45    6    0        3  15    6 

Item  Dec.,  1649,  to  Hngh  Blair  in  Paisl^ 

for  doath  and  furnishing  to  the  Laird 

and  his  brother  Wm.  for  making  of 

clothes  to  them, 100    0    0       8    6    S 

Item  to  John  Yaus'  wife  in  Paisley  for  Wm. 

Mure,  his  boarding  from  9  Feby.,  1649, 

tiU  9  Feby.,  1650,         186    0    0      15  10    0 

Item  to  the  schoolmaster  and  doctor  in 

Paisley  for  William  Mure,  his  Candle- 
mas offering,  at  direction  of  Glander- 

ston,  at  Candlemas,  1650,        8  16    0       0  14    8 

Some  time  after  9th  February,  1650,  Mr.  William  Mm^ 
left  the  Grammar  School,  having  been  a  pnpil  there  for  at 
least  two  years.  The  date  of  his  leaving  is  established 
from  the  fact  that,  in  the  summer  of  this  year,  an  item 
is  entered  as  being  paid  to  the  schoolmaster  in  Glasgow. 
In  the  High  School  of  Glasgow  he  remained  only  twelve 
months,  and  in  the  following  year  (1651)  he  entered  the 
College.  In  this  year  there  is  the  following  entry: — 
^  Item  that  day  to  Wm.  Todd  to  buy  one  pair  of  shoin  to 
Wm.  Mure*  in  Paisley,  two  pounds  Scots,"  or  Ss.  4d.  stg. 


*  The  elder  brother  of  William  'Mure  died,  and  he  sncoeeded  to  the 
Csldwell  estates.  He  joined  the  Covenanters,  and  on  28Ui  November, 
1666^  along  with  a  "few  other  West-ooontry  gentlemen  of  Presbyterian 
principles,  ixritated  by  the  persecution  to  which  they  and  their  dependants 
were  exposed  in  the  exerciie  of  their  religion,  held  a  meeting  at  a  place 
csUed  Chitteifleet  or  Shntterflat»  in  the  parish  of  Beith.  Here,  after 
some  dflliberstion,  they  formed  themselves  into  a  squadron  of  cavalry, 
chiefly  oompoeed  of  the  Caldwell  tenantry,  and  set  out,  under  the  com* 
mand  of  the  laird,  to  join  the  Covenanters,  who  had  risen  in  some  strength 
in  the  southern  counties,  and  were  msrching  upon  Edinburgh.  But  as 
they  approached  the  City,  finding  themselves  intercepted  by  the  King's 
troops,  and  hearing  of  the  defeat  of  the  Whig  army  at  Pentland,  they 
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It  will  be  seen  from  the  entry  of  these  payments  that  the 
Candlemas  offering  to  the  Schoolmaster  and  Doctor  in  16M 
was  eight  pounds  sixteen  shillings  scots,  which  is  14s.  8d. 
stg.  The  quarter's  school  wages  to  the  Schoolmaster  and 
Doctor  from  Candlemas,  1649,  till  May  or  Whitsunday  fol- 
lowing was  three  pounds  scots,  or  5s.  stg.  It  was  with  *'  John 
Spreul's  wife"  tiiat  he  first  lodged  in  Paisley,  from  Ist 
October,  1648,  till  9th  February,  1649,  a  period  of  eighteen 
weeks  and  two  days,  and  as  he  paid  her  forty-five  pounds  six 
shillings  scots,  or  £3  15s.  6d.  stg.  the  payment  was  at  the 
rate  of  about  3s.  lid.  weekly.  He  next  lodged  with  "  John 
Vans*  wife  ^  (whose  husband  was  no  doubt  the  John  Vans 
from  whom  the  slates  wero  bought  ^^  for  the  Place  at  Cald- 
well "  on  3d  May,  1648)  for  precisely  one  year,  for  which  he 
paid  one  hundred  and  eighty-six  pounds  scots,  or  £15 10s.8tg^ 
and  his  boarding  with  her  was  thus  at  the  rate  of  6s.  weekly. 

It  is  worthy  of  being  observed  that  at  this  time  some  of 
the  inhabitants  of  Paisley  possessed  considerable  wealth,  and 
that  one  of  them  had  money  lent  to  Muro  of  CaldwelL  In 
these  Papers  (page  129,  Part  first),  we  find  the  following 
entry: — '^Item — at  Whitsunday,  1652,  paid  to  Robert 
Alexander  in  Paisley  what  was  borrowed  from  him  at  Whit- 
sunday, 1650,  £666  13s.  4d.,"  or  £55  lis.  l}d.  stg.,  a  con- 
siderable sum  in  those  days. 

On  the  21st  February,  1648,  the  Council  ^'  appointed  that 
this  day  at  two  hours  afternoon,  the  two  ministers,  or  any 
one  of  them,  with  the  Bailie,  Mr.  Hugh  Fork,  and  Robert 
Park,  shall  go  and  visit  the  school.**  This  shows  that  the 
system  of  visitation,  estabh'shed  in  1646,  was  being  kept  up, 
and  that  the  zeal  of  the  Council  for  the  efficiency  of  the 


dispersed.  Caldwell  was  attamted,  and  fled,  first  to  Ireland,  and  thenea 
to  Holland,  where  he  died  of  grie^  as  was  believed  by  his  friends,  for  the 
calamities  of  his  oonntry,  on  the  9th  of  Febmary,  1670.  His  estates  were 
forfeited,  and  bestowed  on  the  celebrated  General  Thomas  Dalsell  of 
Binns,  by  whom  or  his  heirs  they  were  possessed  nntil  their  restoration  to 
the  family  by  special  Act  of  Parliament  in  1690.  **^CaidweU  Papers,  Part 
first,  page  19. 
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school  had,  in  the  interval,  suffered  no  diminution.  In  the 
interests  of  the  Grammar  School,  too,  they  followed  up 
their  resolution  on  the  keeping  of  privfite  schools  by  female 
teachers  already  quoted,  by  another  one  on  the  same 
subject,  of  date  14th  February,  1648,  wherein  ^*It  is 
ordained  that  it  be  intimated  by  tuck  of  drum,  that  no 
women  keep  school  within  the  Town,  except  they  be 
allowed  by  the  Council,  upon  their  petition,  and  that  none  of 
them  receive  men  children." 

Toward  the  end  of  1648  the  Council  appointed  several 
oth^  visits  to  be  made  to  the  Grammar  School  by  the 
Ministers  and  the  Bailies,  and  some  of  the  Councillors ;  and 
on  25th  December,  they  agreed  that  ^^the  school  shall  be 
visited  and  the  ability  of  John  Tannahill  tried ;  and  if  he 
be  not  found  able  to  be  doctor  and  teach  a  music  school, 
that  another  be  provided  for.**  No  report  is  made  as  to  his 
qualifications,  but  no  doubt  they  thought  them  to  be  deficient, 
and  parted  with  him,  for,  on  5th  March,  1649,  ^^upon 
good  consideration,  it  is  concluded  by  the  Bailies  and  Council 
that  Robert  Young,  schoolmaster  at  Kilbimie,  shall  be 
written  to,  to  come  to  Paisley,  and  see  if  they  and  he  can 
agree  for  his  being  a  schoolmaster  here,"  This  conference 
must  have  taken  place,  for  on  the  26th  of  the  same  month 
they  passed  the  following  resolution : — ^*  The  Bailies  and 
Coundl  have  concluded  that  Robert  Young,  who  has  agreed 
with  the  Session  and  them  to  be  doctor  in  the  Grammar 
School  and  precentor  in  the  kirk  for  one  year  from  Whit- 
sunday next,  and  have,  for  the  Town's  part  of  his  wages, 
the  sum  of  twenty  merks  money  (£1  2s.  2Jd,),  with  a 
dwelling  house  in  barnyard,  attoure  the  scholars'  wages." 

Notwithstanding  the  efforts  of  the  Council,  there  must 
have  been  considerable  dissatisfaction  in  town  about  this  time 
regarding  the  teaching  in  the  Grammar  School,  probably 
from  the  inefficiency  of  the  doctor.  Mr.  Alex.  Park,  the 
master  of  the  school,  appears  at  any  rate  to  have  been  sub- 
jected to  competition  by  other  teachers  opening  schools, 
and  the  Council,  as  we  have  seen,  had  issued  two  inhibi- 
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tions  against  them  in  his  favour.  These^  however,  do  not 
seem  to  have  had  the  result  desired,  for  on  his  complaint, 
the  Cooncil  again,  on  10th  April,  1651,  ^'  appointed  that 
Matthew  Lochhead,  and  all  other  teachers  of  men  children, 
shall  be  discharged,  that  men  children  may  only  repair  to 
the  Grammar  SchooL" 

In  February,  1652,  the  term  of  Mr,  Park's  four  years? 
contract  with  the  Council  expired,  and  he  agreed  with  them 
to  continue  for  another  year,  with  this  important  alteration, 
that  he  was  to  be  ^'without  any  under  master."     Conse- 
quently, the  services  of  Robert  Young,  who  was  appointed 
only  two  years  previously,  must  have  been  dispensed  with. 
But  he  still  taught  in  the  town  under  the  Town  Council  for. 
on  26th  April,  1652,   they  "condescended    that    Robert 
Young,  now  Doctor  of  the  Grammar  School,  shall  have  the 
liberty  of  teaching  of  a  Scots  School  both  of  men  and  women 
children  for  one  year  to  come  from  Beltane  next,   who  is 
to  have  of  the  conmion  good  then  of  twelve  pounds"  (20s.) 
This  Scots  School  may  just  have  been  the  department  in  the 
Grammar  School  usually  occupied  by  the  Doctor  there,  and 
not  a  school  in  any  separate  place.    It  is  quite  possible  that 
it  may  have  been  held  at  a  time  of  the  day  different  from 
the  Grammar  School.    After  the  expiry  of  the  one  year  s 
agreement,  Mr.  Park  continued  till  24th  September,  1653, 
when  he  was  charged  (it  is  not  stated  by  whom)  with 
"  neglect  of  duty  in  the  school,  whereby  the  school  is  wholly 
decayed;  and  being  enjoined  to  find  caution  for  his  faithful 
duly  and  attendance  in  time  coming,  he  for  answer  gave 
the  Council  to  provide  themselves  with  another  school- 
master, and  declared  he  would  not  keep  the  school  longer 
nor  the  first  Christmas."    Little  time  was  thus  left  to  look 
out  for  a  suitable  successor ;  but  they  must  have  exerted 
themselves  to  find  one,  for,  on  6th  October,  Mr.  Thomas 
Fulton  was  engaged  for  four  years  to  teach  the  Grammar 
School:   the  -salary  to    be    two    hundred    merks    yearly 
(£11   2s.  2d.),  and    to    give    him    therewith  the    Sang 
School    for   his    chambers    besides,    and  the  benefit    he 
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may  receive  from  the  scholars."  For  some  miexplained 
reason,  Mr.  Fulton  did  not  enter  on  his  sitaation,  and 
on  the  4th  November  following  *'  the  Bailies  and 
Council  appointed  Wm.  Crinks^  servant  for  the  present  to 
Sir  William  Mure  of  Bowallan,  knight,  and  have  considered 
and  agreed  in  the  manner,  viz.,  that  at  Christmas 
nert,  the  said  Mr.  William  Crinks  should  enter  to  the 
Grsmomar  School  of  Paisley,  and  teach  the  said  school  until 
Christmas,  1654 ;  and  shall  use  all  his  best  and  faithful 
endeavours  to  train  up  the  youth  thereuntil,  both  in  litera^ 
tore  and  knowledge  of  God ;  for  the  which  the  said  Bailies 
and  Council  are  not  only  to  allow,  and  does  allow,  to  him 
what  ben^t  he  may  have  by  the  school,  but  also  they  are 
to  pay  to  him  the  sum  of  two  hundred  merks  money  at  Whit- 
snnday  and  Martinmas  proportionally,  beginning  at  Whit- 
sonday  next ;  and  is  to  have  the  wonted  Music  School  for  his 
chamber  or  at  his  disposal,  enduring  that  space,  unto  the 
which  premises  the  said  parties  bind  and  oblige  themselves, 
the  one  party  to  the  other."  The  terms  of  the  agreement 
are  very  full  and  precise,  but  neither  master  nor  doctor  re- 
mained long  in  the  Grammar  School  at  that  period  of  its 
histoiy •  The  cause  of  the  frequent  changes  that  were  made 
is  not  stated  in  the  Becords ;  but,  certainly,  they  must 
have  been  injurious  to  the  school.  As  a  new  master  had 
now  been  settled,  the  Council  appear  to  have  resolved  to 
restore  the  doctorship ;  for,  on  8th  May,  1654,  they  "  con- 
cluded with  Walter  Buchanan  that  he  shall  be  Doctor  in  the 
school,  under  the  master,  to  learn  the  Scots  children  for  one 
quarter  of  an  year  to  come  from  Beltane  last,  for  the  which 
there  is  to  be  paid  to  him  by  the  Council  twenty  pounds 
money  (£1  ISs.  4d.) ;  wherein  is  to  be  counted  up  all  school 
wages  that  he  gets,  which  shall  be  iij  s  iiij  d  (3^.)  money, 
from  every  bairn,  and  the  money  of  baptisms  for  booking  of 
children,  to  be  also  counted  thereimtil,  and  he  is  also  to 
take  up  the  chalmer."  It  will  thus  be  seen  that  the  fee 
for  the  teaching  of  English  at  that  time  was  only  3^d.  a 
quarter.    It  is  very  probable,  from  the  terms  of  this  agrec- 
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ment,  that  Mr.  Walter  Buchanan  acted  as  session  clerk  and 
precentor  in  the  church,  and  that  he  taught  music. 

Short  as  was  Mr.  Crinks*  term  of  agreement,  he  hardly 
completed  it ;  for,  on  the  12th  October,  1654,  we  find  his 
successor  appointed,  in  a  Mr.  Alexander  Aitchison,  the 
schoolmaster  at  Lanark.  The  terms  and  conditions  of  his 
appointment  were  much  the  same  as  those  made  with  his 
predecessor : — "  This  day  the  Bailies  and  Council  of 
Paisley  have  accepted  of  the  concession  of  Alexander 
Aitchison,  now  schoolmaster  at  Lanark,  to  be  their  school- 
master for  one  year  to  come  from  Martinmas  next ;  he  per- 
forming what  he  has  undertaken  in  his  letter  written  to 
them,  for  the  which  his  pains  and  faithful  diligence  to  be 
done  as  he  has  promised,  the  Bailies  and  Council  oblige  them 
and  their  successors  in  office,  that  the  said  Alex,  shall  have 
paid  to  him  two  hundred  merks  money  (£11  2s.  2d.)  at 
Whitsunday  next  and  Martinmas  thereafter  proportionally, 
with  a  house  to  dwell  in,  the  benefit  of  the  school  wages,  and 
the  benefit  of  baptisms,  being  precentor  in  the  church :  and 
does  authorise  the  clerk  to  write  to  the  said  Alex,  that  they 
do  not  intend  to  change — ^he  in  the  time  aforesaid  being 
found  qualified."  By  this  appointment  Mr.  Aitchison  was 
to  be  master  of  the  Grammar  School  and  also  session  clerk 
and  precentor  in  the  Abbey  Church,  which  latter  offices 
were  in  the  meanwhile  held  by  the  doctor,  Walter  Buchanan. 
A  few  months  later,  when  Walter  Buchanan  had  ceased  to 
be  doctor,  Mr.  Alexander  Aitchison  was  allowed  to  elect  one 
for  himself.  The  minute  authorising  this  arrangement  is 
dated  19th  February,  1655—^*  The  which  day  the  Bailies 
and  Council  have  concluded  to  tolerate  Alexander  Aitchison 
to  have  a  doctor,  and  is  content  that  both  the  Latin  and 
Scots  scholars  shall  pay  to  the  said  doctor  ii  j  s  iii  j  d  quar- 
terly," or  3Jd.  stg. 

The  Presbytery  of  Paisley  took  a  hearty  interest  in  the 
education  of  the  town  at  this  time,  and  laudably  assisted 
young  men  to  prosecute  their  studies  at  the  College  of  Glas- 
gow, as  the  following  extract  from  their  minutes  will  show  : 
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—On  20th  January,  1658,  **  The  Presbytery  doth  conde- 
scend  that  they  give  some  charitable  supply  for  maintaming 

Alexander  Aitchison  and Oarruthers,  two  poor  boys, 

now  students  of  philosophy  in  the  College  of  Glasgow.*'  On 
15th  December,  in  the  same  year,  the  Presbytery  ^^  appointed 
that  the  supply  formerly  appointed  to  be  given  to  Alex. 

Aitchison  and  Oarruthers,  students  of  philosophy 

in  the  College  ot  Glasgow,  be  carefully  brought  in  to 
them.*'  The  members  of  Presbytery  appear  to  have  paid 
the  money  directly  from  their  means,  for  they  resolved  on 
11th  January,  1660,  as  follows : — '<It  is  condescended  that 
each  minister  within  the  Presbytery  shall  give  [blank] 
f(nr  each  chalder  of  victuals  of  their  stipend,  for  supplying 
of  David  Maxwell,  recommended  unto  the  Presbytery  by 
the  Synod ;  of  Alex.  Aitchison,  student  of  philosophy  in 
the  College  of  Glasgow,  and  of  Peter  Reid,  a  poor  boy  in 
the  Gkammar  School." 

Everything  appears  to  have  gone  on  quietly  with  the 
Council  and  Mr.  Aitchison,  down  till  the  8th  March^  1660, 
about  six  years  after  his  appointment,  when  an  ominous  re- 
solution was  passed  by  the  Council,  for  it  generally  preceded 
a  dismissal  of  the  teacher  and  the  selection  of  a  new  one. 
On  that  day  the  rec(»d  states :  '^  The  Grammar  School  is 
appointed  to  be  visited  within  ten  d^ys,  and  a  diet  thereanent 
to  be  appointed  with  the  two  ministers."  The  two  ministers 
in  the  Abbey  Church  then  were — ^the  Rev.  Alex.  Dunlop,  of 
the  first  charge,  and  the  Rev.  James  Stirling*  of  the  second 
charge.  From  what  took  place  a  few  months  afterwards,  the 
Bdlies  and  Council,  and  the  two  Ministers  at  their  visit  to  the 
school  must  have  found  matters  in  a  very  unsatisfactory  condi- 
tion, for,  on  the  9th  August,  1660,  Mr.  Aitchison  was  called 
before  the  Council.  *^This  day  Alex.  Aitchison,  schoolmaster, 
being  convened  before  the  Council,  upon  several  complaints 
made  against  him  by  certain  of  the  Town's  people  and  others, 
for  his  inability  to  teach  the  Gnunmar  School,  or  his  not  right 

^  Anthor  of  the  first  part  of  "Naphtali,  or  the  WrestlingB  of  the 
Church  of  SooUand." 
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govemment  thereof,  or  at  least,  partly  in  both,  whereby  the 
school  is  greatly  decayed  and  the  children  not  instructed 
sufficiently  as  might  be ;  and  finding  in  him  no  satisf actoiy 
excuse,  but  only  anent  his  want  of  a  doctor,  have,  therefore, 
declared  the  school  vacant  at  Whitsunday  next  for  another 
schoolmaster,  and  intimated  to  him  to  provide  against  that 
time  for  himself."  Mr.  Aitchison's  troubles,  however,  were 
not  confined  to  the  loss  of  his  situation ;  for  he  was  also  in 
pecuniafy  difficulties,  and  in  October  following  William 
Henderson,  flesher,  arrested  one  hundred  merks  in  the  hands 
of  the  Town  Council.  At  the  beginning  of  the  following 
year,  however,  they  apparently  sympathised  with  Mr. 
Aitchison  in  his  difficulties,  and  passed  the  following 
resolution : — **  This  day  the  Bailies  and  Council  of  their 
free  gratuiiy  have  condescended  and  concluded  to 
give  to  Alexander  Aitchison,  late  school  master,  the 
sum  of  one  hundred  merks  money  to  help  to  pay  his 
debt,  including  thereintil  the  six  pounds  money  that 
he  has  already  got;  and  to  the  effect  that  the  treasurer  may 
the  more  freely  pay  him,  it  is  declared  that  the  same  shall 
be  unarrestable  by  debtors."  Although  Mr.  Aitchison  was  to 
cease  to  be  teacher  by  the  orders  of  the  Council,  in  1661, 
no  successor  was  appointed  till  3d  November,  1662,  from 
which  it  may  be  inferred  that  as  there  was  then  no  doctor 
in  the  school,  the  Council  made  an  arrangement  with  Mr. 
Aitchison  to  continue  till  a  successor  was  appointed,  in  order 
to  prevent  the  school  from  being  shut  up. 

In  this  year,  1661,  a  very  important  arrangement  was 
made  for  the  preservation  of  order  in  the  town,  and  the 
safety  of  the  inhabitants,  by  the  appointment  of  a  night 
watch  or  town-guard,  to  be  on  duly  from  ten  P Ji.  till  six 
AM.  It  consisted  of  thirteen  of  the  inhabitants  taken 
nightly  in  turn  ;  one  of  them  acting  as  captain.  Whoever 
failed  to  attend,  having  been  duly  warned,  had  to  pay  Is.  8d. 
to  the  guard  of  that  night.  The  record  on  the  subject  is 
dated  7th  January,  and  runs  thus : — "  It  is  concluded  that 
there  shall  be  one  nightly  watch  hereafter  in  the  town,  dur- 
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ing  the  Bailies'  and  Council^s  pleasure,  consisting  of  thirteen 
persons,  twelve  to  be  on  the  guard,  fuid  one  to  command ; 
that  their  entry  shall  be  nightly  at  the  ringing  of  the  ten 
hours  bell ;  they  are  to  continue  on  the  guard  till  six  hours 
in  the  morning,  nightly ;  the  said  guard  is  to  send  two  or 
three  of  their  number  nightly  once  or  twice  through  the 
Calsiesyde.*  The  oflBcers  are  to  warn  ilk  threttein  persons 
(beginning  in  the  Smiddiehills)  by  vicissitude  and  turns 
about  through  the  town,  and  ilk  person  who  fails  to  come 
on  the  watch,  being  lawfully  warned,  is  to  pay  to  the  guard 
of  that  night  xx  s  (Is  8d.)  to  be  exacted  and  disposed  upon 
by  themselves." 

This  practice  continued,  with  some  partial  interruptions, 
till  the  Police  Act  was  passed  in  1806 ;  but,  however  the 
duty  may  have  been  observed  at  first,  latterly  it  became  no 
unusual  thing  to  send  substitutes  who  were  quite  inefiicient. 
Mr.  William  Carlilef  states  that  instead  of  attending  in  the 
guard-house  and  perambulating  the  streets,  ^'the  guards 
themselves  are  sometimes  found  to  be  the  most  noisy  of  any 
who  are  on  the  streets,"  and  frequently  "  houses  and  shops 
have  been  broken  into  at  no  great  distance,  without  the  per- 
petrators being  observed  or  restrained  by  the  guard,  who 
were  probably  enjoying  themselves  around  a  good  fire,  with 
shut  doors."  He  mentions  also  that  at  this  time  the  rota- 
tion of  attendance  required  every  inhabitant  to  be  on  duty 
about  four  times  in  a  year. 

On  3d  November,  1662,  the  Council  "agreed  with  Mr. 
Alex.  Park,  and  he  with  them,  to  be  their  schoolmaster  in 
time  coming,  aye,  and  until  he  either  be  called  away  or  not 
permitted  to  stay  by  some  having  authority ;  during  which 
time  he  is  to  have  a  doctor,  and  the  ordinary  stipend,  with  the 
school  wages,  use  and  wont ;  and  he  is  to  have  one  hundred 
.  merks  (£5  lis.  Id.)  for  the  first  half  year,  whether  or  not 
he  shall  have  Uberty  to  stay  the  whole  time,  or  more  or  less 

*  At  thia  time  CaoBeyride  was  a  separate  village, 
t  In  SootB  Magaone  of  July,  1806. 
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part  thereof."  Mr.  Park  resided  at  Kilwinning,  and  appar- 
ently made  some  difficulties  about  entering  upon  his  duties 
at  the  time  appointed ;  for  in  a  minute  of  the  25th  of  the 
same  month  it  is  recorded  that  "  This  day  John  Paterson  is 
appointed  to  ride  to  Kilwinning  to  Alexander  Park,  and  to 
deal  with  him  to  come  and  enter  to  the  School  of  Paisley, 
conform  to  his  undertaking,  in  respect  that  he  has  sent  his 
excuse  that  he  cannot  come  through  sickness  in  his  head." 
Although  no  report  was  afterwards  made  by  John  Paterson 
of  the  result  of  his  ride  to  Kilwinning,  yet  Mr.  Park  came 
to  Paisley,  and  entered  into  his  situation  as  schoolmaster. 
From  this  time  down  to  9th  April,  1668,  nearly  six  years,  Mr. 
Park  and  the  Town  Council  must  have  agreed  well,  as  there 
is  no  record,  during  all  that  time,  either  about  him  or  the 
School.  At  this  date  the  Council  '^  appointed  the  next 
meeting  to  be  on  Monday  next,  at  nine  hours  in  the  morning, 
for  making  of  the  mortcloth  accounts  and  for  hearing  of  a 
complaint  made  by  Mr.  Alex.  Park,  schoolmaster,  against 
Alex.  Millar,  John  Paterson,  and  Annabella  Simpson,  spouse 
to  Alexander  Marshall."  .  At  the  meeting  held  on  the  10th 
and  13th  of  that  month,  no  reference  is  made  to  either  mort- 
cloth accounts  or  this  complaint ;  and  the  inference,  therefore 
is,  that  it  must  have  been  eitherwithdrawn  or  settled  privately. 
Although  the  Council  agreed  at  this  time  to  meet  at  nine 
o'clock  in  the  morning  to  dispose  of  the  complaint  by  Mr. 
Park  against  these  persons,  there  was  yet  nothing  unusual 
in  fixing  this  early  hour  in  the  day.  The  regular  Council 
meetings  were  always  held  at  this  time,  as  will  be  seen  from 
the  following  resolution  which  was  adopted  on  30th  October, 
1648,  and  Councillors  who  were  absent  and  had  not  some 
valid  reason  for  being  so,  were  fined  in  20s  (or  Is.  8d.  stg.) : 
— "  Which  day  it  is  statute  and  ordained  by  the  Council  that 
the  meeting  of  the  Bailies  and  Council,  to  their  Council 
meetings,  shall  be  in  the  time  of  winter  at  nine  o'clock 
morning  each  Monday,  and  in  summer  at  eight  o'clock,  and 
that  none,  without  a  very  necessary  and  extraordinary  occa- 
sion and  excuse,  absent  themselves,  under  the  pain  of  20s.^ 
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At  different  periods  the  Council  made  regulations  relating 
to  the  time  when  they  should  hold  their  meetings,  and  also 
as  to  their  conduct  at  them.  At  the  beginning  of  this  cen« 
tuiy,  the  Councillors,  and  sometimes  the  Bailies  also,  were 
so  yeiy  negligent  in  attending  the  meetings  of  Council  that 
on  15th  October,  1601,  they  "enacted  that  whatsoever 
Councillor  who  being  warned  the  night  before,  and  does  not 
attend,  but  absent  himself,  without  liberty,  shall  be  fined  in 
66.  8d.  (6|d.)  and  a  Bailie  in  13s.  4d.  (or  Is.  1^  stg.)" 
Another  resolution  was  passed  at  this  meeting,  regarding  the 
bad  practice  of  some  of  the  Bailies  and  Councillors  speaking 
to  one  another  privately,  particularly  during  the  time  of 
voting,  and  they  enacted  that  "  all  such  persons.  Bailies,  or 
others,  the  time  of  voting,  speaks  ^  unspeired,'  or  above  their 
vwce  shall  pay  eight  pence,"  or  two-thirds  of  a  penny  stg.  The 
practice  of  Councillors  absenting  themselves  from  the  meet- 
ings of  Council  still  continuing,  they,  on  the  1st  April,  of 
that  year  passed  the  following  very  stringent  resolution  on 
the  subject: — "It  is  concluded  by  the  said  Bailies  and 
Council  that  are  present  that  hereafter  whosoever  of  their 
number  shall  be  absent  from  the  Council  ordinary  meetings, 
bdng  lawfully  warned  thereto,  and  in  health  and  liberty,  shall 
pay  for  each  absence  40s.  money  (3s.  4d.),  and  this  to  be 
intimate  to  those  of  the  Council  that  are  now  absent,  that 
they  pretend  not  ignorance." 

Mr.  Alex.  Park  must  have  treated  the  scholars  with  great 
harshness,  and  serious  complaints  must  have  been  lodged 
with  the  Council  before  they  passed  the  following  resolution, 
of  date  17th  August,  1672 :— "This  day  information  being 
given  to  the  Council  that  Mr.  Alexander  Park  does  strike 
Ae  bairns  severely,  they,  upon  consideration,  do  appoint 
Bailies  Spreul  and  Park,  Mr.  Robert  Wallace  and  John 
Snodgrass,  with  the  Bailies,  to  take  cognition  thereanent, 
and  to  report.**  There  is  no  further  record  on  the  subject, 
however.     . 

It  would  appear  that  some  of  the  scholars  of  that  time 
were  in  the  habit  of  going  to  the  public  houses,  for  the 
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Council,  always  strictly  alive  to  the  good  morals  of  the 
inhabitants,  on  17th  April,  1673,  statutes  and  ordains  that 
"chaingers,"  who  shall  sell  drink  to  scholars  or  youngmen,diall 
'•  pay  ten  pounds  money  (1 6s,  8d.),  and  be  discharged  brewing." 

Mr.  Park  was  schoolmaster  from  1662  to  1676,  a  period 
of  fourteen  years,  and  much  longer  than  most  of  his  prede- 
cessors, but  his  day  of  misfortunes  had  now  come,  for,  cm 
7th  August  of  the  latter  year,  "  the  Council,  by  a  plurality 
of  voices  declare  that  formerly  they  did  consider  that  the 
school  did  not  prosper  under  the  hand  of  Alexander  Park, 
schoolmaster,  and  that  they,  therefore,  willed  and  desired  the 
two  Bailies  to  go  to  the  two  ministers  and  crave  their  advice 
and  help  for  getting  of  another  good  schoolmaster ; "  and 
the  successor  whom  the  Council  ultimately  appointed  was 
Mr.  David  Skeoch.  The  records,  however,  do  not  state 
what  situation  Mr.  David  Skeoch  held  at  the  time,  but  from 
what  took  place  afterwards  we  know  he  must  have  resided 
at  a  considerable  distance  from  Paisley. 

The  first  minute  on  the  subject  is  on  24th  August,  1676. 
^'This  day  the  Bailies  and  Council  hearing  by  an  answer, 
returned  to  them  from  Mr.  David  Skeoch,  to  whom  they  did 
write  to  come  and  be  schoolmaster  in  the  town,  the  same 
return  of  an  answer  being  produced  and  read  before  the 
said  Bailies  and  Council ;  after  consideration  thereof,  they, 
finding  that  he  inclines  to  come  (if  he  may  have  security  of 
trouble  from  superior  powers),  they  have  considered  that 
the  said  two  Bailies  shall  speak  to  the  Earl  of  Dundonald 
and  Lord  Ross  for  procuring  his  security  of  trouble  from 
the  Bishop ;  and  desires  the  Bailies  to  use  their  best  endea- 
vours for  obtaining  of  the  said  Mr.  David  Skeoch  established 
here.''  He  was  a  keen  Presbyterian,  opposed  to  the  intro- 
duction of  Episcopacy,  and,  therefore,  afraid  that  if  he  came 
to  Paisley  he  might  be  brought  into  trouble.*  The  influence 
used  by  the  two  Bailies  must  have  been  successful,  for  on 

*  "  In  1674  David  Skeoch  was  the  teacher  in  the  Grammar  School  of 
Linlithgow,  and  was  removed  on  account  of  his  refusing  to  abstain  from 
attending  conventicles.  ""—Report  en  State  of  Education  in  Scotland, 
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the  11th  October  following,  "the  Council  have  commis- 
sioned the  two  Bailies  and  tw4  last  Bailies  to  commune 
with  Mr.  David  Skeoch,  now  in  town,  to  come  to  be  their 
Schoolmaster,  and  to  agree  with  him  for  the  former  salary 
paid  by  the  Town,  but  no  farther;  and  to  offer  to  him  all 
encouragements,  attoure  the  bearing  of  his  expenses  in 
coming  here,  and  the  transportation  of  his  books,  if  they 
settle  with  him."  The  two  new  and  the  two  old  Bailies  did 
succeed  in  engaging  Mr.  Skeoch,  and  the  terms  are  thus 
stated  in  the  Council  Minute  of  the  5th  December  follow- 
ing— "This  day,  Mr.  David  Skeoch,  Schoolmaster,  has 
entered  to  his  charge  of  teaching  the  Grammar  School  of 
the  Buigby  for  which  he  is  yearly  to  have  paid  to  him  at 
Whitsunday  and  Martinmas  the  sum  of  two  hundred  merks 
money,  with  the  Music  School  chamber  thereof,  and  such 
other  casualties  as  the  former  schoolmaster  had."  Mr. 
David  Skeoch  continued  to  hold  his  office  of  schoolmaster 
till  Whitsunday,  1678,  as  we  learn  from  the  intimation 
which  he  made  to  the  Council  on  7th  January  of  that  year, 
that  he  had  resolved  to  stay  no  longer  than  Whitsun- 
day next.  The  precise  date,  however,  of  his  leaving,  and 
the  appointment  of  his  successor,  Mr.  Alexander  Orr,  is  not 
known,  as  we  find  no  further  reference  to  either 
the  school  or  its  teacher  till  25th  May,  1680,  when  we 
learn  that  Mr.  Alexander  Orr  then  held  the  office  of 
schoolmaster.  The  likelihood,  however,  is  that  Mr.  Skeoch 
left  at  Whitsunday,  1678,  as  instructed,  and  that  Mr.  Orr 
succeeded  him  at  that  date.  Claud  Alexander  was  at  that 
time  (25th  May,  1680)  the  Doctor  of  the  school,  and  the 
record  states  that  "  the  Council  and  Mr.  Alex.  Orr,  School- 
master, and  Claud  Alexander,  Doctor,  have  subscribed 
endentnres,  either  of  them  to  one  another,  for  one  yearns 
time,  and  that  they  shall  give  either  half-a-year^s  advertise- 
ment beforehand  whenever  they  choose  to  change  or  remove, 
either  the  Town  of  them  or  they  of  the  Town,  and  that 
under  the  penalties  contained  in  the  said  contract  and 
endenture."     This  arrangement,  like  many  others  for  some 
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time  past»  did  not  continue  long;  for  on  the  9th  January, 
1682,  the  Council  '^  appointed  Alexander  Jamieson  to  go 
to  Glasgow   for  a  Schoolmaster  on  Thursday  next,  the 
twelfth  of  this  instant,  and  to  make  report  at  the  first 
meeting  of  Council/*    Mr,  Jamieson  did  not  succeed  in 
getting  a  schoolmaster,  and  the  Council  at  their  next 
meeting  on  the  26th  of  that  month  appointed  Bailie  Adam 
and  Alexander  Jamieson  ^^  to  go  and  try  any  where  they 
may  hear  of  a  qualified  man  for  the  Grammar  School,  and 
to  report  their  answer  at  the  next  meeting."    This  deputa- 
tion was  likewise  unsuccessful,  and  on  17th  March,  1683, 
**  the  Council  have  concluded  that  Robert  Fork,  Jun.,  be 
sent  to  Kilsyth  to  Mr.  James  Hay,  Schoolmaster  there,  to 
commune  with  him  anent  his  embracing  of  the  office  of  a 
schoolmaster  to  the  Town,  which  is  now  vacant,  and  is  to 
have  his  expenses  allowed  him  when  he  comes  home."    Mr. 
Fork  did  not  succeed  in  engaging  Mr.  James  Hay ;  and  the 
Council,  only  five  days  afterwards,  on  22d  March, "  elected 
Mr.  Neil  Snodgrass  to  be  their  Schoolmaster  for  a  year  to 
come,  and  is  to  enter  upon  M(»iday  next,  the  27th  of  this 
instant,  to  tiie  school,  and  to  receive  f call  from  Candlemas  to 
Candlemas  next,  1684,  as  the  former  Schoolmasters  got,  with 
the  other  encouragements  that  were  formerly  bestowed  on 
their  Schoolmasters ;  and  have  concluded  an  indenture  and 
agreem^it  to  be  drawn  up  betwixt  the  Town  and  Mr.  Neil 
for  the  space  fixed,  upon  the  conditions  and  encouragements 
bestowed  by  the  Town  on  the  former  Schoolmasters." 

On  the  7th  of  the  following  month  the  Council  resolved 
to  elect  a  Doctor  to  act  under  Mr.  Snodgrass,  and  explain 
their  reasons  for  doing  so  very  fully  in  the  following 
minute: — '^We  have  concluded  that  in  supplement  of  a 
Doctor  to  the  Grammar  School,  under  Mr.  Neil  Snodgrass^ 
Schoolmaster,  and  for  his  encouragement,  in  resqpect  the 
Doctor's  former  f call  was  too  little  enou^ — albeit  he  had 
the  benefit  and  profit  of  the  Precentor^s  place  in  the  Church, 
and  Session  Clerk,  anJ  now  wants  it  in  respect  of  his  con- 
formity and  taking  the  test, — ^therefore  they  have  statute  and 
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ordained  Hugh  Snodgrass,  Clerk,  to  go  to  Glasgow  and  use 
hifl  endeavour  for  a  scholar  to  be  Doctor  for  a  year  to  come ; 
and  hare  concluded  to  augment  his  fiall,  which  was  formerly 
fifty  merks,  to  one  hundred  merks  yearly,  during  their 
pleasure,'*  David  Tavindale  was  elected  to  be  Doctor  on 
20th  June,  1683.  It  appears  that  he  was  ^<  instructed  to  go 
to  Glasgow  bef<»6  his  entry  to  the  Archbishop  and  take  the 
testy  and  to  get  a  line  from  him,  ue»y  the  Archbishop,  to  the 
Bailies  and  Council,  of  his  regularity  and  loyalty,  conform 
to  the  Act  of  Parliament,  otherwise  his  election  was  to  be 
null  and  void,** 

Mr.  Snodgrass's  continuance  as  Schoolmaster  also  turned 
out  to  be  a  very  short-lived  one,  as  we  learn  from  the 
Council  Records  that,  in  October  following,  he  "  laid  down 
his  charge."  Mr.  Snodgrass  afterwards  became  a  writer  in 
the  town,  by  and  bye  entered  the  Council,  and  became  one  of 
the  Bailies.  When  he  resigned  his  situation,  the  Council  on 
6th  October,  1683,  ^'elected  and  nominated  Mr.  Charles 
Hay  in  Kilqrth  to  be  their  schoolmaster  in  this  place,  if  he 
accept ;  and  have  voted  and  ordained  Robert  Lowndes  to 
speak  to  him  thereanent  on  Monday  next,  on  the  Town's 
expenses  to  go  thither."  Whether  this  Mr.  Hay  succeeded 
Mr.  Snodgrass  or  not  is  not  stated,  and  there  is  no  further 
m^iticmof  him. 

At  this  time,  David  Tavindale  acted  as  Doctor,  and  the 
Council,  satisfied  with  his  diligence,  resolved  on  12th 
October,  1683,  that  the  *^  Under-teacher  to  the  Gnunmar 
School,  for  his  encouragement  therein,  is  created  and  made 
Burgess  gratis,  without  payment  of  any  compoaticm."  But 
he  did  not  long  renuun  there,  as  on  10th  November,  1684, 
we  find  him  ^'  Doctor  of  the  Arithmetic  and  Scots  School." 
This  school  was  not  in  connection  with  tiie  Grammar  School, 
as  we  shall  afterwards  eiq>lain,  but  was  the  c(»nmencement 
of  the  Town's  English  School. 

Whatever  resulted  from  the  interview  of  Mr.  Lowndes 
witJi  Mr.  Hay,  there  is  no  record  regar<Ung  the  Mastership 
till  15th  October,  1685,  when  the  office  was  successfully 
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filled  by  William  Stewart,  for,  on  that  day,  he  "was  created 
a  Burgess  gratis,  in  respect  of  his  benefit  to  the  town,  and 
his  encouragement  to  be  painful  and  diligent."  As  he  most 
have  been  some  time  in  office  before  he  could  have  earned 
this  honour,  he  was  probably  the  successor  of  Mr.  Snod- 
grass ;  and  he  appears  to  have  been  a  native  of  the  town, 
or  at  least  an  owner  of  property  in  it,  for  two  years  after 
this,  he  was  "booked  in  certain  lands  belonging  to  him  at 
Greenhill." 

On  22nd  August,  1689,  the  sum  of  fourteen  pounds  scots 
(23s.  4d.)  belonging  to  Claud  Alexander,  Doctor  of  the 
Grammar  School,  was  arrested  in  the  hands  of  the  Town 
Treasurer  at  the  instance  of  Mr.  Park.  The  following  day 
William  Fyffe,  one  of  the  Bailies  of  Paisley,  became 
cautioner  to  Mr.  Park  that  the  money  would  be  paid  by 
Claud  Alexander,  and  the  arrestment  was  thereby  removed. 

Shortly  after  this  date,  the  Council  must  have  resolved 
to  appoint  another  schoolmaster;  but  for  what  reason  is  not 
recorded.  The  first  notice  of  the  change,  dated  7th 
December,  1689,  implies  a  previous  conference  on  the 
subject.  On  that  day,  "  Bailie  Crawford  gives  a  report  of 
his  diligence  of  searching  for  a  fit  and  qualified  person  to 
be  schoolmaster,  and  that  he  has  found  a  qualified  person 
attested  by  Mr.  William  Leggat ;  therefore,  they  empower 
Bailie  Crawford  to  agree  with  him  for  the  old  salaiy,  and 
to  enter  at  Candlemas  next,  and  for  that  effect  to  go  to 
Glasgow  on  Monday."  Five  days  afterwards,  the  Coundi 
"  convened  Mr.  William  Stewart,  Schoolmaster,  in  order  to 
his  removing.  They  ordam  him  to  contmue  till  Beltane 
next  to  come  in  the  exercise  of  his  office,  and  to  have  his 
Candlemas  offerings  ensuing;  with  all  to  remove  at  the 
said  term  of  Beltane  without  further  warning ;  which  he 
hereby  obliges  himself  to  do,  and  to  refer  that  quarter  of  a 
yearns  salary — ^viz.,  betwixt  Candlemas  and  Beltane — ^in  the 
Council's  will."*    At  the  same  meeting  of  Council,  Bailie 

*  The  Presbytery  minnteB  of  16th  Jnly,   1690,  show  that  WUliam 
Stewirt  was  then  in  Renfrew,  and  that  the  Presbytery  were  ilifwatinfifrti 
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Crawford  reported  that  he  had  "  tried  out  a  person  to  be 
Schoobnaster,  whose  name  is  John  Lees,  now  in  Glasgow, 
who  is  attested  and  recommended  by  many  as  a  fit  person 
for  the  office,  and  who  is  willing  to  accept  and  embrace  the 
same  at  Beltane  next,  provided  he  get  the  salary  thereof 
from  Candlemas  next.  The  Council,  upon  consideration, 
appoint  and  ordain  Bailie  Crawford  to  write  for  the  said 
John  Lees  to  come  west  to  Paisley  upon  Monday  or  Satur- 
day next,  in  order  to  their  conclusion  of  agreement  with 
him."  Mr.  John  Lees  came  west  to  Paisley,  and  entered 
upon  his  office  of  Master  of  the  Grammar  School. 

Some  time  previous  to  the  month  of  August,  1690,  Mr. 
Claud  Alexander  must  have  ceased  to  be  Doctor  in  the 
Ghimimar  School,  as,  on  the  4th  of  that  month,  the  Council 
settled  with  a  temporary  teacher.  At  that  date,  the  Council 
agreed  to  give  to  Mr.  John  Lees,  Schoolmaster,  the  sum  of 
ten  pounds  scots  (16s.  8d.)  for  his  bygone  pains  in  supplying 
the  place  of  a  doctor  or  under-teacher  since  his  entry  to  the 
schooL  At  this  time,  the  Council  elected  "  James  Cowie, 
student,  as  Doctor  and  under-teacher  to  the  Grammar 
School,  which  office  he  has  accepted  and  embraced  upon 
payment  of  the  ordinary  salary  of  fifiy  merks  yearly.'' 
The  Council  wished  Mr.  Cowie  to  fill  also  the  situation  of 
Session-Clerk ;  but  as  the  Session  had  some  objections  to 
this,  they  brought  the  matter  before  the  Presbytery  on  3rd 
March,  1691,  *' desiring  them  to  interpose  with  the  Session 
to  admit  James  Cowie  to  perform  presently  the  offices  of 
Doctor  to  the  Grammar  School  and  Clerk  to  the  Session. 
The  Presbytery  appointed  that  the  Session  should  be  called 
togeih^  {vSljf  and  the  matter  either  amicably  agreed,  or 
brought  before  them  in  an  orderly  way  by  reference  or 

with  his  character,  for  "they  appoint  Mr.  Simpson  to  require  Mr. 
Stewart  to  procure  a  testimomal  from  where  he  lived  last,**  and  on  20th 
August  following  the  J  "reoonmiend  tothe  Session  of  Paisley  to  search 
into  the  scandals  against  Mr.  Stewart ;"  and  a  recommendation  to  the 
same  e£foot»  and  at  the  same  time,  was  given  to  the  Magistrates  of 
Paisley.  These  particolars  will  perhaps  explain  the  silence  of  the  Ckmnoil 
Keoords  regarding  the  reason  of  his  leaving  the  Paisley  Grammar  SchooL 


Digitized  by 


Google 


70  THE  HISTOBY  OF  THB 

appeal."  As  the  Presbytery  minutes  do  not  refer  to  the 
subject  again,  very  likely  the  differences  were  settled  in  a 
friendly  manner. 

In  the  last  month  of  the  year  1691,  when  Mr.  John  Lees 

had  been  acting  as  schoolmaster  for  only  two  years,  the 

Council  were  again  on  the  outlook  for  a  master  to  the 

Grammar  SchooL     On  the  10th  of    that  month,  they 

^'  voted  Bailie  Alexander  to  ride  to  Ayr  and  Cumnock  in 

order  to  the  getting  of  a  schoolmaster,  whom  they  empower 

to  agree  with  Hugh  Campbell  in  Cumnock  upon  the  terms 

of  the  former  agreement  betwixt  Mr.  Lees  and  the  Town, 

and  to  pay  his  expenses  therein."    Fourteen  days  afterwards, 

Bailie  Alexander  reported  that  ''  he  went  to  Cumnock,  and 

took  all  information  of   Hugh  Campbell  he  could;    and 

communed  with  him  in  the  matter,  and  used  what  advice 

and  arguments  were  necessary,  but  could  not  at  all  prevail 

with  or  engage  him  to  come  here.    The  expenses  thereof  is 

twelve  pounds  scots"  (£1  sterling.)    There  must  have  been 

some  doubt  or  difficulty  about  Mr.  Lees'  leaving,  for  the 

Council  took  no  further  steps  to  secure  a  successcH*,  but 

appointed  two  of  their  number  to  **  wait  on  him  anent  his 

feall,  and  anent  his  going  or  abiding;"  and  on  the  13th 

February,   1692,  they  agreed  to  pay  him   "100  merka 

(£5  10s.  1^)  in  full  satisfaction  of  his  bygone  salaiy  as 

schoolmaster  preceding  this  date,  upon  receipt  of  which  Mr. 

Lees  demits  tiie  office  of  schoolmaster  in  time  coming."  Mr. 

James  Cowie,  as  we  have  seen,  Husn  held  the  situation  of 

Doctor,  and  the  Council  promoted  him  ^to  be  Schoolmaster 

till  Hallowday  next,  and  empowers  him  to  provide  a  doctor 

for  his  help."    This  is  the  first  time  that  an  assistant  was 

raised  to  the  head  mastership ;  but  as  will  be  afterwards 

seen,  he  filled  the  situation  for  a  very  short  time.    Tlie 

doctor  provided  by  or  for  him  was  John  Baird,  who  was 

appointed  on  6th  May,  1692,  and  was  the  son  of  Patrick 

Baird,  for  a  long  time  the  Town  Drummer.* 

*  PatridL  Baird,  town  drammer,  most  probablj  John's  father,  in 
October,  1651,  lost  his  situation  for  beating  the  dram,  and  aUowkig  tlie 
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In  March,  1693,  the  Council  were  agam  in  want  of  a 
schoofanaster;  but  it  is  not  stated  whether  Mr.  James  Oowie 
left  for  a  better  situation,  or  if  the  Council  did  not  want 
him  any  longer.  On  the  14th  of  that  month,  thej  <'  have 
all  in  one  voice  empowered  the  two  Bailies  to  agree  with 
Mr.  John  Binnie,  present  schoolmaster  in  Selkirk,  to  be 
schoolmaster  in  this  place ;  and  in  respect  they  sent  for  him 
to  this  place  and  promised  to  pay  his  expenses,  therefore, 
they  have  allowed  the  Treasurer  to  pay  twelve  pounds 
scots  for  defraying  thereof."  Four  days  afterwards,  the  two 
Bailies  reported  ''that  they  had  agreed  with  Mr.  John  Binnie 
(or  Binning),  to  be  schoolmaster,  at  300  merks  the  first  year, 
250  merics  the  second  year,  and  the  ordinary  salary  the  years 
following;**  to  which  the  Council  agreed.  Generally,  the 
terms  of  a  varying  salary  are  that  it  shall  be  least  at  first 
and  shall  be  gradually  increased ;  but  the  Council  on  this 
occasion  reversed  this  plan, — started  with  300  merks,  and, 
after  two  years,  came  down  to  the  ordinary  salary,  which 
was  200  merks.  In  this  case,  th^  were  really  more 
generous  than  they  had  formerly  been  to  the  schoolmaster, 
for,  on  15th  April  following,  ''they  all  in  one  voice  have 
ordered  100  pounds  scots  to  be  sent  to  Mr.  John  Binnie, 
Schoolmaster,  as  a  half-yearns  salary  of  fore  money  for  his 
service  to  be  performed  from  Beltane  next  to  Hallowday 
also  next,  in  regard  of  some  urgent  and  necessary  affairs  in 


ben  to  be  mug  one  night,  through  the  advice  of  some  persons,  for  a  piece 
of  diYersion.  The  circamstance  is  recorded  at  length  on  the  9th  of  that 
montii  as  follows: — "Item,  &e  Bailies  and  Oooncil  taking  to  their 
OGBsidflration  that  Patrick  Baard,  dmznmer,  by  the  suggestion  of  some 
vain  persons,  did  beat  the  drum  through  the  town,  and  did  give 
the  key  for  ringing  the  steeple  bell,  on  the  night  lately  in  which 
they  beged  on  baills  [buUt  a  Um-fire\  and  danced  through  the  town ; 
and  that,  without  lioeiise  had  or  sought  of  ihe  Bailies ;  therefore,  they 
have  instantly  deprived  him  ci  his  offioe  of  drummer,  and  of  his  ringing 
of  the  said  steeple  and  keeping  of  the  dock  from  All-Hallowday  next, 
until  the  which  time  they  only  continue  the  dock-keeping  and  bell- 
ringing  with  him."  The  Goundl  must  afterwards  have  forgiven  Patrick 
Baird  and  reappointed  him,  for  he  held  the  situation  after  that  date. 
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Older  to  his  transportation  from  Selkirk  to  tins  place,  and 
have  ordained  the  Clerk  to  give  precept  therefore."    The 
dwelling-house  hitherto  occupied  bj  the  schoolmaster  at  the 
Grammar  School  appears  to  have  been  in  a  bad  state  of 
repair,  and  very  likely  was  also  too  small  for  Mr.Binnie  and 
his  family.    The  Council,  at  this  time,  agreed  to  "  take  in 
tack  from  Robert  Alexander,  Bailie,  his  house  in  Moss  Bow, 
high  and  low,  back  and  fore,  with  the  enclosed  yards  and 
pertinents,  for  one  year  after  Whitsunday  next  to  come,  for 
Mr.  John  Binnie,  Schoolmaster,  for  which  the  town  obliges 
them  to  pay  to  the  said  Bobert  Alexander  thirty-six  pounds 
scots  (£3  stg.) ;  but  if  the  said  Schoolmaster  have  no  use 
for  the  grass,  Bobert  Alexander  is  to  have  it,  for  which  he 
is  to  abate  four  merks  (4s.  4  j^d.)  off  the  maill  foresaid,  that 
is  to  say,  fifty  merks  of  maill  in  case  he  have  the  grass." 
On  the  27th  of  the  same  month,  the  Council,  referring  to 
the  minutes  of  the  meeting  of  the  15th  April,  ^'approve  and 
allow  of  the  payment  of  the  100  pounds  to  Mr.  Binnie, 
Schoolmaster,  of  fore  money,  and  for  which  the  Bailies  have 
received  a  receipt  from  his  bearer  upon  the  back  of  his  own 
letter,  and  which,  with  the  agreement,  is  laid  up  in  the 
charter  chest."    To  carry  out  this  contract,  the  Council 
on  the  22nd  May,  1693,  "  appointed  five  horses  to  be  sent 
from  this  to  Selkirk  for  transporting  of  Mr.  John  Binnie, 
schoolmaster,  with  his-  family  and  plenishing,  conform  to 
the  Bailies'  promise  to  him ;  and  the  Council  have  allowed 
the  two  Bailies  and  Bailie  Pow  to  agree  for  the  b're  of  the 
said  horses  as  easy  as  they  can,  and  to  send  them  from  this 
thither  upon  the  29th  instant."    In  those  days,  there  were 
very  few  roads  throughout  the  country,  and  the  communi- 
cation between  towns  was  by  means  of  bridle-paths,  as  they 
were  called,  along  which  almost  every  thing  had  to  be  carri^ 
on  the  backs  of  horses ;  and  such  was  the  mode  of  trans- 
porting the  new  schoolmaster,  family,  and  effects,  from 
Selkirk  to  Paisley. 

After    Mr.  Binnie  entered    on    his  situation,  he   was 
chosen  Clerk  to  the  Presbytery,  which  is  recorded  in  their 
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minutes  of  23d  August,  1693,  in  these  words — "This  day 
the  Presbjrteiy  doth  unanimously  choose  Mr.  John  Binnie, 
Master  of  the  Grammar  School  in  Paisley,  to  be  their 
CleA,  who,  accepting,  gave  his  promise  of  fidelity." 

On  26th  March,  1694,  Bailie  Eobert  Pow  "was  deputed  to 
attend  the  General  Assembly  at  Edinburgh  anent  procuring 
Mr.  William  Yeitch,  settled  as  minister  in  this  place ;"  and 
on  the  13th  of  the  following  month,  '^  Mr.  John  Binnie  was 
despatched  to  Edinburgh  with  the  corroboration  call." 
Precepts  were  drawn  for  the  payment  of  their  expenses  at 
Edinburgh. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  1695  some  differences  arose 
between  the  Ciouncil  and  Mr.  Binnie  regarding  his  salary, 
which  apparently  terminated  his  engagement,  and  caused 
the  appointment  of  another  master.  The  Council  Becords 
only  state  that  on  26th  December  of  this  year  ^'an  agree- 
ment betwixt  the  Town  and  Mr.  Andrew  Ker,  late  School- 
master at  Butherglen,  now  Schoolmaster  in  this  Burgh,  is 
subscribed,  and  one  double  thereof  in  the  charter  chest,  who 
is  to  get  the  ordinary  f  call,  entry  being  at  Hallowday  last 
past,  and  is  to  continue  for  a  year,  who  has  power  of  choos- 
ing his  own  doctor,  and  is  to  get  for  all  two  hundred  merks 
to  himself,  and  fifty  merks  for  his  doctor, — ^in  all,  two 
hundred  and  fifty  merks  yearly.  Item — ^wherein  the  Doctor 
is  to  be  sufficient  for  exercising  the  office  of  doctor,  for  which 
salaiy  the  Clerk  is  ordained  to  draw  precept  immediately." 

At  this  meeting  of  Council  they  also  "agreed  with 
William  Beid  for  a  house  to  the  Schoolmaster  from  the 
date  hereafter,  Whitsunday,  1697  years,  who  are  to  pay  to 
Whitsunday  next  four  pounds  scots  money  (6s.  8d.),  and 
for  the  whole  year  eighteen  pounds  scots  (30s.),  who  is  to 
have  the  whole  house,  high  and  low,  with  the  ground  of  the 
yard ;  and  William  Beid  is  to  have  the  first  fruit  thereof." 
(This  is  a  different  house  from  the  one  taken  for  Mr. 
Binnie.)  On  the  26th  May,  1697,  **  a  precept  was  drawn 
on  the  treasurer  for  twenty-two  pounds  scots,  as  the  maill 
of  that  house  possessed  by  Mr.  Andrew  Ker,  Schoolmaster, 
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for  six  quarters  of  a  year  preceding  Whitsunday  last ;"  and 
in  July,  1698,  another  precept  was  drawn  for  the  payment  of 
the  rent  of  this  house.  The  Town  Council  at  this  time  were 
actuated  by  a  humane  and  kindly  spirit,  as  the  following 
records  will  testify : — **  On  24th  October,  *Hhe  Bailies  and 
Council  taking  to  their  consideration  a  petition  given  in  by 
Allan  Glen,  son  of  Richard  Glen,  shoemaker,  who  is  a 
scholar  in  the  college,  craving  something  may  be  allowed 
him  to  supply  his  necessity  thereat,  in  respect  of  his  poverty, 
the  said  Bailies  and  Council  have  allowed  to  him  six  pounds 
scots  money  (10s.),  and  ordained  the  Clerk  to  draw  a  pre- 
cept therefor  on  the  back  of  his  petition ;"  and  in  the  fol- 
lowing month,  having  under  "their  consideration  that  Mr. 
William  Arthur,  their  Granunar  School  Doctor,  being  dis- 
appointed of  the  Session  Clerkship,  and  so  awanting  what  is 
necessary  for  maintaining  of  himself  as  doctors  formerly 
had,  and  that  the  said  Mr.  William  being  to  leave  Ins  office, 
the  Council  promised  to  allow  him  fifty  pounds  scots  yearly 
(£4  3s.  4d.)  in  lieu  of  the  former  fifty  merks  soots,"  or 
£2  48.  6d.  stg.  This  William  Arthur  would  seem  to  be 
the  doctor  selected  by  Mr.  Andrew  Ker. 

Mr.  Ker  did  not  long  continue  to  be  master  of  the 
Grammar  School.  He  died  sometime  before  Whitsunday, 
1699,  as  is  implied  by  the  following  minute  of  that  date : 
— ^'  The  Bailies  and  Council  taking  to  their  considerationL 
that  deceased  Andrew  Ker,  Schoolmaster,  having  deceased 
a  little  before  Whitsunday,  1699,  and  that  Mr.  William 
Beid,  late  Bailie,  was  not  premonished  to  sett  Us  house  in 
Barnyard,  then  possessed  by  the  said  Mr.  Andrew;  and 
considering  also  that  William  Dougall,  present  School- 
master, continued  to  possess  the  same  house,  so  that  they 
are  liable  for  the  rent,  and  said  William  Beid  being  content 
to  take  first  half-year  in  satisfaction  of  all  farther  he  can 
pretend,  they  have'  therefore  drawn  precept  for  Bailie 
Beid's  house  rent."  This  minute,  besides  referring  to  the 
death  of  Mr.  Ker,  also  establishes  another  important  f  act, 
not  stated  anywhere  else,  that  his  immediate  successor  was 
Mr.  William  Dougall. 
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For  some  years  back  the  Presbytery  had  been  veiy 
asaidaons'  in  seeing  to  the  settling  of  schoobnasters  in  eveiy 
parish,  and  in  getting  a  legal  salary  appointed  to  them.  The 
subject  also  of  Grammar  Schools  was  brought  before  them, 
and  although  there  are  no  particulars  given  in  their  records, 
they,  on  the  15th  March,  1700,  resolved  as  follows : — "This 
day  the  oyertures  proposed  as  to  the  rectification  of  Grammar 
Schools  were  methodised  and  put  in  order,  according  to 
appointment,  and  appointed  to  be  given  in  to  the  Committee 
<rf  the  Synod  by  those  of  this  Presbytery  who  are  Members." 
On  the  7th  January,  1708,  they  also  agreed,  "each  Member 
was  this  day  appointed  to  bring  his  schoolmaster  with  him 
to  next  Presbytery  to  sign  the  Confession  of  Faith,  ac- 
cording to  the  Act  of  Assembly."  The  [schoolmasters  of 
Paisley,  Benfrew,  &c.,  came  forward,  and  did  so. 

In  May,  1692,  Mr.  John  Baird  was  appointed  to  be 
doctor,  and  on   18th  May,  1700,   Mr.   WUliam  Arthur 
resigned  his  situation  as  Doctor;  but  the  records  neither 
show  when  Mr.  Baird  ceased  to  be  doctor,  nor  when  Mr. 
Arthur  was    elected    as   his    successor.      The    following 
resolution  of  the  Council  at  this  date  states  that  Mr.  Allan 
Glen  succeeded  Mr.  Arthur, — "The  said  day  in  respect 
that  lir.  William  Arthur,  school  doctor,  has  demitted  his 
oflBce  of  being  doctor  in  the  Grammar  School,  being  called 
from  the  place,  the  said  Bailies  and  Council  have  named 
Mr.  AUan  Glen,  son  of  Sichard  Glen,  shoemaker,  to  be 
doctor  to  Martinmas  next  that  they  may  take  trial  of  hhn, 
and  have  allowed  him  the  ordinary  salary  of  fifty  merks 
yearfy,  the  equal  half  thereof  payable  at  Lammas  next  to 
oome,  and  have  ordained  the  derk  to  draw  precept  therefor." 
This  is  the  same  Allan  Glen  who,  two  years  before  this, 
was  allowed  six  pounds  scots  to  assist  him  when  a  student  in 
the  college. 

We  have  now  reached  the  close  of  the  17th  century,  and 
are  sony  we  cannot  state  that  the  Grammar  School  was 
then  in  a  satisfactory  and  prosperous  condition.  In  looking 
back  over  those  Council  Becords  regarding  the  school  from 
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Its  commencement  in  1586  to  the  close  of  this  century,  one 
cannot  fail  to  be  astonished  at  its  management,  and  to  note 
and  regret  the  almost  total  want  of  information  regarding 
its  internal  arrangements  and  working.  There  is  no  indi- 
cation of  plan,  method,  or  results ;  and,  as  an  institution,  it 
appears  to  have  been  accepted  and  arranged  for  by  the 
Council  as  were  the  fairs,  markets,  and  holidays,  which  they 
had  to  keep  up  and  keep  going.  The  records  almost 
entirely  relate  to  the  teachers,  and  represent  the  school  as 
veiy  much  like  an  ill-regulated  household,  in  which  good 
servants  will  not  stay,  and  from  which  incompetent  ones  are 
continually  being  dismissed.  They  afford  no  information 
or  evidence  of  regulations  for  the  guidance  of  teachers  or 
the  discipline  of  the  scholars,  of  what  subjects  were  taught 
or  how,  or  when  they  were  taught ;  of  the  hours  at  which 
the  school  was  opened  and  closed  daily,  of  what  classes  it 
consisted,  how  they  were  distributed  and  taught,  or  what 
books  were  used.  If  time-tables  or  regulations  of  any  kind 
ever  existed,  they  were  not  deemed  of  sufficient  importance 
to  be  entered  in  the  Council  Records.  Most  probably  each 
teacher  had  Ins  own  plans  and  methods,  based  perhaps  on 
those  of  the  school  in  which  he  was  educated,  and  was 
allowed  to  carry  them  out  very  much  as  he  pleased.  To 
supply  to  a  certain  extent  the  information  which  these 
records  want,  and  to  give  at  least  some  outline  of  the  work 
done  in  the  Grammar  Schools  of  Scotland  during  that 
period,  authentic  particulars  regarding  some  of  the  best  of 
them  are  now  presented. 

The  following  were  the  laws  in  the  Grammar  School  of 
Aberdeen  for  the  guidance  of  the  master  and  the  pupils^ 
agreed  to  by  the  Town  Council  about  the  year  1553  : — 

"  FiTBt,  let  the  boy  on  entering  the  Bchool  fall  on  his  knees  and 
address  Christ,  the  greatest  and  best,  the  Creator  of  the  human 
race,  in  the  following  short  prayer, — 

"  Heavenly  Father !  I  thank  thee  for  thy  goodness  to  me  during 
the  past  night ;  and  I  pray  that  thou  wilt  also  be  gracious  to  me 
daring  this  day,  for  thine  own  glory  and  the  safety  of  my  souL    And 
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do  ihoo,  who  art  the  trae  light  that  neyer  sets,  Eternal  Sun^  giving 
life,  support,  and  gladness  to  all  things,  youchsaf e  to  enlighten  my 
mind,  that  I  may  never  fall  into  any  sin  but  under  thy  goidanoe  may 
attain  to  life  eternal.  Amen.  0  Jesns  !  be  thou  a  saviour  to  me, 
and  strengthen  me  by  thy  Divine  spirit. 

"  At  seven  in  the  morning  let  a  part  commence,  and  when  their 
task  is  finished,  let  the  head-master  enter  and  chastise  offenders, 
^ther  by  word  or  by  stripes.  The  pnnishment  over,  let  there  be  a 
public  prelection  on  all  the  lessons,  by  the  master  himself,  at  eight 
o'clock.  At  the  dose  of  the  prelection,  let  the  scholars  hasten  to 
breakfast. 

'^  At  ten  o'clock,  let  there  be  a  private  prelection  by  the  ushers 
in  all  their  classes ;  but  at  eleven,  or  half-past  eleven,  let  permission 
be  granted  to  the  poor  scholars  to  go  into  town,  and  a  little  after- 
wards to  the  town's  boys,  if  there  be  any. 

"  Let  there  be  a  second  prelection  by  the  master  upon  Terence, 
Virgil,  or  Cicero,  at  half-past  eleven,  to  those  who  ought  to  attend. 
Finally,  at  noon  let  the  boys  be  dismissed. 

"  Afternoon  Statutes.— Beiore  two  o'clock,  let  all  be  in  the  school 
to  hear  the  prelections. 

''Let  one  of  the  ushers  in  rotation  be  present  to  mark  any 
mistakes  or  slips  made  in  the  Latin  language,  and  to  note  those  who 
are  ne^gent.  Let  them  also  be  on  their  guard,  lest  they  themselves 
commit  those  faults  which  it  is  their  duty  to  censure  in  others. 

"  At  four  o'clock,  at  the  sound  of  the  bell,  let  the  boys  revise  to 
their  masters  the  tasks  of  the  day. 

''  Let  them  go  out  by  twos,  at  the  call  of  nature,  with  a  mark  or 
baton.  Till  the  return  of  those  to  whom  leave  has  been  granted, 
no  others,  unless  compelled  by  urgent  necessity,  shall  be  allowed  to 
go  out.  The  master  of  the  school,  besides  teaching  the  highest 
class,  shall  hear  one  or  other  class  at  his  pleasure. 

''Let  disputations  be  given  in  the  evening  from  five  to  six, 
immediately  after  which,  let  the  boys  proceed  to  chaimt  prayers  to 
God,  the  best  and  the  greatest. 

"  Let  elementary  scholars  and  neophytes  be  enjoined  to  observe 
Pjrthagorean  silence  for  a  whole  year. 

"  Let  them  commit  to  memory  the  table  of  confession. 

"  Let  them  acquire  a  moderate  knowledge  of  Arithmetic. 

"Let  all  speak  in  Latin,  Greek,  Hebrew,  French,  Gaelic,  never 
in  the  vernacular  tongue ;  at  least  with  those  acquainted  with  Latin. 

"Let  each  carry  his  own  rod. 

"  Let  the  household  have  no  intercourse  with  strangers. 

"Let  no  Grammarian  have  any  intercourse  with  a  Dialectician. 

"Laws. — No  one  shall  be  permitted  to  barter  or  buy  any  article 
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belonging  to  his  olaas-fellow,  or  to  give  away  what  ii  not 
atrictly  his  own,  without  apprising  the  master  or  his  nsher. 

**  No  one  shall  be  allowed  to  play  at  any  game,  staking  a  book, 
money,  dothes,  or  a  portion  of  his  dinner ;  bat  let  the  senior 
scholars  contend  only  for  such  trifling  stakes  as  leather  thongs  ot 
pins. 

'^  We  forbid  any  playing  at  dice  ;  let  the  needy  delight  in  gain 
from  gambling. 

'*  None  shall  engage  in  play  except  in  the  usher's  presence. 

*^  No  one  shall  injure  another  by  word  or  deed  ;  if  the  injnredr 
party  shall  bear  the  offence  meekly,  on  his  complaint  let  the  offender 
be  punished.  If  they  employ  strife  and  recrimination,  let  both 
suffer  punishment.  If  instead  of  words,  any  give  blows,  let  him 
only  who  inflicts  the  blows  be  chastised.  If  a  senior  shall  provoke 
his  junior  to  transgress,  let  him  receive  double  punishment ;  because 
not  only  does  he  himself  offend,  but  he  instigates  to  mischief  those 
who  otherwise  would  have  never  dreamt  of  it. 

''The  following  subject  themselves  to  chastisement, — ^The  dis- 
obedient ;  those  who  come  to  school  late  in  the  morning ;  those 
who  have  not  prepared  their  lesson  ;  those  who  unnecessarily  shift 
from  form  to  form  ;  those  running  about  the  school ;  those  chatter- 
ing during  the  lessons ;  those  returning  late  from  breakfast  or  dinner ; 
those  staying  out  too  long  when  on  leave  ;  those  speaking  in  the 
vernacular  tongue  ;  those  long  absent  from  school ;  and  the  authors 
of  mischief." 

These  very  minute  rules  were  enforced  in  the  Grammar 
School  of  Aberdeen  at  the  middle  of  the  16th  centnry,  and 
the  following  set  are  extracted  from  the  Burgh  Records  of 
Peebles,  of  date  29th  October,  1655.  They  were  adopted 
by  the  Town  Council  of  Peebles  when  they  appointed  Mr. 
John  Purdie,  eldest  lawful  son  of  the  Rev,  Patrick  Purdie, 
minister  of  Newlands,  to  be  schoolmaster  in  the  Peebles 
Grammar  School,  and  were  accepted  by  him : — 

'*  Imprimis,  He  shall  daily  in  the  week  days  enter  to  the  said 
school  at  six  hours  in  the  morning,  and  after  morning  prayer  and 
psalms,  with  one  account  of  the  scholars,  then  morning  lessons  or 
parts,  by  himself  and  his  doctor,  teach  the  lessons  to  the  baims, 
both  learning  Latin  and  Scots,  until  nine  hours  thereafter.  Item — 
he  shall  enter  himself  and  doctor,  and  convene  said  bairns  daily  in 
the  said  week  days  at  ten  hours  before  noon,  awaiting  upon 
them  and  teaching  them  till  eleven  hours ;  and  thereafter  teaching 
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and  learning  them  to  write,  giving  them  copies  and  taking  account 
of  their  writing,  till  twelve  horns  at  noon.      Item — He  dball  enter 
again  to  the  said  school  and  convene  the  bairns  at  half-honr  to  two 
afternoon  daily,  and  attend  upon  the  school  and  scholars,  teaching 
them  and  taking  count  of  their  lessons,  till  one  quarter  of  an  hour 
before  six  at  night,  during  which  quarter  of  an  hour  he  shall  make 
one  prayer,    read   one  chapter   upon    the  Bible,  and   sing   one 
psalm  upon  the  psalm  book.     Item — It  shall  not  be  lesum  to  him  to 
give  the  scholars  the  play  in  any  days  of  the  week  except  upon 
Tuesday  and  Thursday,  betwixt  two  and  four  hours  afternoon,  and 
then  precisely  to  convene  them  again,  and  upon  Saturday  from  two 
hours  afternoon  for  all  that  night ;  and  before  their  going  from  the 
school  upon  each  Saturday  to  give  the  bairns  learning  Scots  each  of 
them  one  portion  of  psalm  or  catechism,  and  take  one  count  thereof 
upon  Sunday  next  thereafter  after  the  afternoon  sermon.    Item — 
Each  Sunday  he  shall  convene  the  said  male  bairns  at  eight  hours 
in  the  morning,  and  teach  them  their  Sunday's  lesson  of  Scripture 
and  catechism  till  the  ringing  of  the  second  beU  to  the  kirk,  at 
whidi  time  he  shall  go  to  the  kirk  with  the  scholars  in  comely  and 
decent  order,  and  in  time  of  preaching  mark  disorders  among  them, 
with  censuring  of  them  therefor.     Item — He  shall   convene  the 
said  bairns  at  one  afternoon,  and  at  the  ringing  of  the  second  bell 
address  himself  with  them   in   manner  foresaid.     Item — ^At  the 
ending  of  the  afternoon  sermon  he  shall  convene  the  said  male 
bairns,  and  take  account  of  their  notes  of  preaching  and  of  their 
Sunday's  lessons.    Item — He  shall  have  his  school  laws  orderly  set 
down  on  a  large  board,  and  hung  in  the  school  for  the  scholars'  in- 
fcvmation,    and  for  transgression  thereof  he    shall  punish  them 
conform  to  the  nature  and  quality  of  the  law.     Item — He  shall  not 
remove  from  his  charge  nor  go  forth  of  the  Burgh  without  license  of 
one  of  the  Magistrates ;  and  that  he  shall  remove  from  the  said 
school  and  office  of  Schoolmastership,  and  from  all  casualties  belong- 
ing thereto,  at  the  said  first  day  of  May  next,  if  it  shall  please  the 
Provost,  Bailies,  and  Council  of  the  Burgh,  upon  their  premonition 
of  forty  days,  to  be  made  to  him  of  before  :  which  injunction  and 
artides  the  said  Mr  John  Purdie  binds  and  obliges  him  to  observe  and 
perform  in  eveiy  clause  ther^f  above  written  during  the  said  service, 
and  in  case  he  shall  happen  to  be  found  by  the  Council  of  this  Burgh 
(whom  he  understands  to  be  his  judges  allenarly)  to  transgress  and  vio- 
late any  of  them,  in  that  case  ipsofado  to  be  guilty  of  deposition,  and 
to  remove  from  the  said  school  within  twenty  days  after  the  Council 
shall  try  the  same  and  acquaint  him  therewith,  without  any  appela- 
tion  or  again  calling.    And,  for  farther  security,  he  has  subscribed 
this  present  Act,  place,  day,  and  year  aforesaid." 
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Mr.  Purdie,  for  submitting  to  these  arbitrary  rales,  was 
to  receive  a  salary  of  one  hundred  merks  scots  money 
(£5  lis.  1^  sterling)  for  the  half-year. 

The  time-table  of  the  Glasgow  Grammar  School,  about 
the  year  1660,  is  even  more  minute  regarding  the  hours  and 
work  of  the  pupils.    The  following  is  a  copy  of  it : — 

^'  MORNINO. 

**  1.  From  six  till  seven,  all  the  loholan  learn  the  repetitioos  out 
of  the  Gb^mmar. 

'^  2.  Let  that  repetition  be  examined  before  eight  hoars. 

*'  3.  The  first  three  dMses,  let  them  have  two  repetitions.  The 
foorth  and  fifth,  let  them  also  have  two  repetitionB. 

*'  4.  The  lessons  will  require  more  than  one  hoar  to  be  taagfat  to 
the  three  superior  dasses. 

**  5.  Let  the  lessons  be  taught  to  the  inferior  dasses  within  the 
time. 

''6.  Let  all  the  dasses  together,  after  the  lessons  are  taoght, 
ezpone  till  nine  hours. 

''the  FOBSKOOir  AKD  AFTaBNOOlT. 

''  1.  So  soon  as  the  scholars  return  from  breakfast,  let  one  hour 
be  employed  in  exponing  their  lessons,  and  in  getting  the  parts 
thereof. 

'*  2.  Let  them  have  a  theme  every  other  day,  that  is,  on  Monday 
and  Wednesday  ;  the  Monday  theme  being  oorrected  that  day,  shall 
of  new  be  made  again  by  the  sdiolars  upon  Tuesday,  and  until 
oorrected  that  day,  at  which  time  the  Latin  shall  be  given  them, 
out  of  the  author  out  of  the  which  the  theme  is  taught. 

*'  3.  Let  an  hour  eveiy  day  be  allotted  every  day  to  correct  the 
themes. 

''  4.  Let  them  have  one  hour  and  one-half  in  the  day  to  get  their 
lessons  particularly. 

*'  5.  Let  one  hour  and  one-half  be  employed  in  hearing  the  lessons 
particularly,  and  examining  thereof,  whereof  only  half-an-hour  is 
allotted  for  saying  particularly. 

"the  coubsx  poe  fbidat. 

''].  From  six  till  eight  in  the  morning  let  them  get  their  re- 
petition in  Grammar  of  that  same  week.  Let  that  same  Grammar 
be  examined  from  eight  till  night. 

**2.  From  that  time  till  three  afternoon  (excepting  the  time 
betwixt  ten  and  twelve,  when  they  make  their  theme  and  verse)  let 
them  get  their  repetition  of  the  author,  with  their  parts  thereof. 
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'^  3.  From  three  afternoon  till  five,  let  them  say  aocnntely  their 
repetition  of  the  author,  and  be  examined  of  the  parts  thereof. 

'*  4.  From  five  till  six,  let  them  be  preparing  for  their  Satnrday*8 
disputes. 

**THS  OOT7B8S  FOK  SATUBDAY. 

'*  1.  Dispute  till  nine  in  the  morning. 

''  2.  Write  betwixt  ten  and  twelve  in  the  forenoon. 

^'3.  Let  a  part  of  Ursine's  Catechism  be  taught  in  the  afternoon 
to  the  three  superior  classes,  and  a  part  of  the  English  Catechism 
to  the  lowest  classes. 

''the  ooubsb  for  sabbath. 

**  Let  the  Catechism  be  explained  on  the  Sabbath  in  the  morning, 
and  examined  in  the  afternoon.  Let  the  lessons  prescribed  out  of 
the  Catechism  on  Saturday  afternoon  be  said  accurately  on  Mon- 
day in  the  morning. 

**  The  order  that  is  followed  in  teaching  the  Grammar  School  is, 
in  every  point,  conform  to  the  forementioned  directions,  except  in 
the  subsequent  particulars,  which  makes  the  former  direction  more 
perfect. 

"  1.  In  the  Friday  morning  after  the  repetitions  in  the  Grammar 
are  hearkened,  the  master  of  the  school  takes  an  account  of  the 
censors  betwixt  eight  and  nine  hours,  that  discipline  may  be  kept 
up  and  the  scholars  restrained  from  looseness  and  disorder. 

"  2.  Upon  Saturday  in  the  forenoon,  a  little  after  eleven  hours, 
the  themes  are  examined  which  were  taught  them  in  the  Friday, 
and  they  correct  thereof  out  of  the  print  book  given  to  them,  which 
they  write  in  their  Libellis,  and  get  them  particularly ':  which  is  the 
order  followed  by  the  master  on  all  occasions. 

''3.  The  two  superior  classes  get  Buchanan's  PsaL  dictated  unto 
them;  Ursine,  his  Catechism,  is  taught  to  the  fourth  dass,  and 
Dialogi  Sacri  to  the  third,  upon  the  Saturday  afternoon. 

"  4.  Upon  the  Sabbath,  in  the  morning,  above  forty  or  fifty  of  the 
schoUars  convenes  not,  the  seats  in  the  kirk  not  being  able  to  con- 
tain them,  and  therefore  the  Catechism  is  explained  and  examined 
at  four  hours  after  both  sermons  are  ended,  the  whole  schollars 
being  public  convened  ;  and  upon  the  Monday  morning  after  they 
have  repeated  their  sacred  lessons  in  the  Psal.,  Dialog.,  and  Ursine, 
an  account  is  taken  of  their  diligence  in  hearing  the  sermons." 

These  regulations  are  signed  by  A.  Kincaid,  who  is  sup- 
posed to  have  been  either  the  doctor  or  the  rector  at  that 
period.     They  are  not  in  the  Council  Records,  and  are 
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without  a  date,  but  were  tied  up  in  a  parcel  along  with  some 
other  papers  of  the  date  of  1660,  with  which  the  writing 
very  much  corresponds.  The  packet  was  found  in  the 
Council  Chambers. 

In  1685  the  Glasgow  Town  Council  desired  the  Regent 
of  the  College  and  the  Ministers  of  the  City  to  inspect  and 
consider  the  state  of  the  Grammar  School,  and  to  report 
their  opinion  thereon.  These  gentlemen  did  so,  and  recom- 
mended— 

'^  1.  That  the  scholars  who  first  enter  the  Grammar  School  to  learn 
Latin  shall  continue  in  the  same  for  five  years,  corresponding  to 
which  there  shall  be  five  classes  in  the  school ;  the  first  and  highest 
of  which,  after  they  have  completed  their  fifth  year,  shall  be 
received  into  the  College  to  the  Hnmanity  Class  allenarly,  and 
shall  not  per  aaUum  ascend  to  any  other  superior  class  within  the 
College.  This  is  also  to  be  expressly  understood  concerning  the 
present  high  class,  which  is  fit  to  enter  the  Humanity  Class  only 
for  this  year. 

*'  2.  That  the  masters  of  the  College  will  partly  take  care  that 
the  meetings  and  vacancy  of  the  Humanity  Class  be  so  ordered  that 
the  scholars,  who  enter  from  the  Grammar  School  to  it,  shall 
thereby  receive  no  detriment. 

'*  3.  That  the  scholars  in  the  Grammar  School,  the  first  year  of 
their  entry  to  the  fifth  and  lowest  class,  shall  be  taught  the  common 
Budim^its  of  Latin,  induding  the  Vocables,  Dicta  Sapientvunif 
Sulpitiiy  &o.,  as  they  are  partly  taught  in  the  said  schooL 

'*  4.  That  the  second  year  they  ascend  to  the  4th  class,  wherein 
after  having  repeated  over  the  Rudiments,  they  are  to  learn  the 
large  half  of  the  first  part  of  Despauter*s  Grammar,  together  with 
Corderii,  Erasmi  Minora  CoUoquia,  some  select  Epistles  of  Cicero 
and  Cato. 

*'  5.  That  the  third  year  they  advance  to  the  third  class,  in  which 
is  to  be  taught  the  other  half  of  the  first  of  the  Grammar  and  a 
little  piece  of  the  second,  as  far  as  Begimen  GenUivi ;  for  authors, 

they  are  to  have  Ovid's  Epistles,  his  Book  of ,  and  deposUo 

Buchanan's  Psalms,  such  of  them  especially  as  are  written  in 
Elegiac  or  Sapphic  verses,  with  themes  and  versions  out  of  the  best 
authors,  and  especially  Cicero. 

''  6.  That  the  fourth  year,  being  promoted  to  the  second  class,  they 
leam  the  rest  of  the  Syntax  from  Regimen  CknUvvi  (not  neglecting 
the  repetition  of  the  former  parts),  together  with  Caesar's  Commen- 
taries, Justin's  History,  Ovid's  Metamorphoses,  and  Virgil. 
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''7.  That  the  fifi&  and  last  year,  being  come  up  to  the  first  and 
highest  class,  they  perfect  the  third  and  fourth  parts  of  the  Latin 
Grammar,  and  therewith  learn  Buchanan's  Epigrams,  his  Jephtas 
and  Baptistes,  some  select  parts  of  Horace  and  Juvenal,  with  their 
exercises  in  prosody,  themes,  and  versions. 

"8.  That  on  Sunday  morning  all  the  scholars  convene  in  the 
school  at  the  second  bell,  and  from  thence  go  together  to  the  Kirk 
in  order,  with  the  masters,  forenoon  and  afternoon  ;  and  that  after 
both  sermons  are  ended  they  meet  again  about  4  o'clock,  that  they 
may  give  an  account  of  the  sermons,  and  be  instructed  and  examined 
in  the  Shorter  Catechism  and  the  Confession  of  Faith  in  English. 

"  9.  That  special  care  be  taken  that  the  scholars,  not  only  to  their 
masters,  but  among  themselves,  in  all  places,  speak  nothing  but 
Latin. 

^'10.  That  the  doctors  be  affixed  to  special  classes,  for  whose 
proficiency  they  shall  be  answerable." 

Nor  did  the  Council  of  Glasgow  rest  satisfied  with  doing 
what  they  could  to  render  the  school  and  its  classes  efiicient ; 
in  their  own  way  they  looked  after  the  comfort  of  the 
scholars  too,  as  the  following  minute,  of  16th  November, 
1661,  testifies  : — "The  same  day  recommend  to  the  Bailies 
to  speak  with  the  Masters  of  the  Grammar  School  to  suffer 
and  permit  the  bairns  to  sit  with  covered  heads,  thereintil, 
at  such  times  as  the  Magbtrates  shall  most  convenient.'* 

The  Town  Council  of  Haddington  show  their  concern  for 
the  welfare  of  the  scholars  in  the  school.  On  14th  Decem- 
ber, 1699,  "  The  High  School  convened  formerly  every 
day  at  six  In  the  morning,  both  summer  and  winter;  but 
the  Council,  for  the  health  and  welfare  of  the  children, 
ordains  that  from  Hallowmas  to  Candlemas,  in  time  coming, 
the  said  school  shall  only  convene  at  nine  in  the  morning." 

From  these  extracts  we  have  ample  information  regarding 
the  work  done,  and  the  ways  of  conducting  the  Grammar 
Schools  of  Scotland  during  the  sixteenth  and  seventeenth 
centuries.  Such  time  tables  show  that  the  managing  body 
was  really  taking  an  interest  and  oversight  of  the  school,  and 
selecting  qualified  teachers  to  conduct  it — requisites  which, 
if  not  altogether  awanting  in  the  case  of  the  Paisley  Gram- 
mar  School,  were,  at  least,  seldom  combined. 
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CHAPTER    III. 
1700  TO  1800. 


AT  the  opening  of  the  eighteenth  century  the  Grammar 
School  was  ajssoredlj  not  in  a  flourishing  condition.  Nor 
could  it  be  otherwise^  considering  the  frequent  changes  it 
had  experienced.  During  the  last  fifty  years  there  had  been 
no  fewer  than  fourteen  different  masters  and  eight  different 
doctors.  Even  had  they  all  been  good  teachers,  the  school 
must  have  seriously  suffered ;  but  seeing  that  few  of  them 
had  been  properly  qualified,  and  that  some  of  them  had  been 
dismissed  for  incompetence,  the  school  could  not  but  be  in  a 
poor  and  decayed  state. 

No  doubt  there  were  various  causes  for  these  frequent 
changes,  but  the  chief  one  was  evidently  the  emoluments  of 
the  masterships.  These  were  much  too  small;  not  on 
account  of  the  smallness  of  the  endowment,  indeed,  for  the 
time  it  was  large — ^but  because  of  the  lowness  of  the  fees, 
and  very  likely  also  from  the  small  attendance  of  scholars. 
Gtood  teachers  would  not  accept  the  situation,  or  if  they  did, 
it  was  only  to  leave  it  again  at  the  first  opportunity.  Hence 
the  frequent  dismissal  of  incompetent  ones,  and  the  difficul- 
ties experienced  by  the  Town  Council  when  they  required  to 
make  new  appointments.  To  assist  them  in  those  difficul- 
ties, the  Council  had  often  consulted  the  ministers  of  the 
Abbey  Church,  who  certainly  in  those  days  must  have  been 
the  most  competent  to  give  an  opinion  regarding  the  qualifica- 
tions of  a  teacher  or  the  condition  of  his  school ;  but  for 
many  years  past,  this  had  not  been  done;    the  Council 
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appear  simply  to  have  selected  the  teacher,  and  left  him  to 
make  the  best  of  his  position. 

All  these  particnlars,  however,  are  sure  indications  that, 
since  the  opening  of  the  Grammar  School,  the  town  had 
not  been  in  a  prosperous  state,  and  had  been  making  but 
little  progress.  That  such  was  the  case  is  clearly  shown  by 
the  records  of  the  time,  and  is  to  be  mostly  attributed  to  the 
two  great  scourges  of  the  17th  century,  the  plague  or  pest, 
as  it  was  called,  and  the  civil  wars.  All  over  the  country 
the  ravages  and  blighting  influences  of  these  calamities  were 
felt  more  or  less,  but  few  places  suffered  more  severely  than 
Paisley.  Besides,  the  frequency  and  severity  of  its  sufferings 
must  have  had  a  depressing  influence  on  the  town,  which 
accounts  to  a  considerable  extent  for  the  want  of  interest 
taken  in  the  Grammar  School.  These  matters  will  be  better 
understood  from  the  following  authentic  details  of  the  time. 

At  the  opening  of  the  century,  the  population  of  the 
town,  as  estimated,  was  about  800;  and,  at  its  close,  or 
rather,  in  1695,  it  had  increased  only  to  2,200.  Towards 
the  close  of  the  16th  century,  a  deadly  plague  raged  in  and 
around  the  town,  and  caused  such  terror  in  the  City  of 
Glasgow,  which,  fortunately,  had  escaped  the  visitation,  that 
the  Council  of  that  city  resorted  to  the  following  measures : — 

"  2nd  October,  1588.  The  which  day  it  is  statute  and  ordained 
hy  the  Bailies  and  Council,  in  consideration  of  the  apparent  danger 
of  the  peat  now  in  Paisley,  that  no  indweller  within  this  town, 
becaose  of  the  maricets  of  Paisley  and  Kilmalcolm  approaching,  pass 
or  repair  forth  of  this  town  thereto,  under  the  pain  of  five  pounds,  to 
be  taken  of  each  person  repairing  thereto,  and  banished  forth  of  the 
nud  town  for  a  year  and  day,  without  leave  asked  and  given  by  the 
Bailies.  And,  also,  it  is  ordained  that  one  man  be  placed  for  keep- 
ing of  the  Brig  Port,  until  farther  order  be  taken,  and  to  be  satisfied 
for  his  pains  at  the  discretion  of  the  Bailies."  Again,  on  the  26th 
ci  the  same  month  : — '*  The  Bailies  and  Council  having  considera- 
tion of  the  present  peril  of  the  pest  now  being  in  the  town  of 
Paisley,  has  statute  and  ordained  that  the  Bridge  Port  be  kept  by 
two  honest  men  of  the  Briggait,  and  the  officers  to  warn  them 
ni^^tly.  And  whatsomever  person  keeps  nocht  the  said  port,  being 
warned  by  the  officers,  shall  pay  208  money ;  and  the  said  Bailies 
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and  Council  ordains  that  Hector  Stewart  and  John  Mudie  sight  and 
visie  everilk  day  the  said  honest  men,  see  that  the  statute  be  kept ; 
and  ordains  William  Stobo,  officer,  to  warn  the  said  persons.''  And 
on  the  last  day  of  the  same  month  they  resolved  that,  having  "  for 
seen  the  great  apparent  danger  of  pest  like  to  ensue  through 
infection  of  Paisley  and  other  places  thereabouts  and  being  most 
careful  to  see  the  same  prevented :  has,  therefore,  statute  and  ordained, 
first,  that  the  whole  common  Ports  of  the  .town  be  repaired,  and  that 
two  honest  men  of  the  town  be  appointed,  according  to  the  old 
ordinance  made  thereanent,  for  keeping  every  one  of  the  said  ports, 
to  wit  the  Briggait  Port,  the  [  ]  gait  Ports,  the  Stable  Green, 

and  Castle  Ports  ;  and  these  to  be  kept  by  the  indwellers  thereof, 
according  to  the  articles  sett  down  to  that  effect ;  and  the  persons, 
keepers  of  the  said  ports,  to  be  nightly  warned  by  the  officers,  as  was 
appointed."  Orders  were  at  the  same  time  given  regarding  the 
other  ports  of  the  city  ;  and  one  of  them,  the  School  Wynd  Port, 
appears  to  have  been  under  the  charge  of  the  Master  of  the  Grammar 
School : — '^  It  is  statute  and  ordained  that  Lindsay's  Port,  the 
Stinking  Vennel,  and  Greyf riar's  Port,  to  be  all  closed.  The  School 
Wynd  Port  to  be  likewise  closed,  and  kept  daily,  as  use  was  by  the 
Master  of  the  School.  The  wicket  of  the  Greyfriar's  Port  to  be 
patent  to  the  neighbours  beside,  and  they  are  to  be  answerable  for 
the  same.  And  the  Rotten-raw  Port  to  be  locket  night  and  day,  and 
the  key  thereof  to  be  kept  either  by  Mr.  Andrew  Hay  or  Mr. 
Henry  Gibson." 

These  extracts  illustrate  in  a  striking  manner  the  great 
efforts  that  were  then  made  to  have  this  dreaded  malady 
kept  out  of  the  citjr^  and  give  a  faint  idea  of  what  must 
have  been  the  condition  of  Paisley. 

In  1602  when  the  horrors  of  that  time  were  still  fresh 
in  the  memory  of  the  inhabitants,  the  district  was  again  visited 
by  the  pest,  and  the  Paisley  Town  Council  adopted  the  most 
stringent  measures  to  prevent  it  from  spreading.  In  order 
to  carry  out  these  measures  the  following  regulations,  or 
laws,  as  they  were  called,  were  passed  on  28th  January,  of 
that  year,  and  issued  to  the  inhabitants: — 

**  Item:  that  all  persons  having  waste  lands  adjacent  to  the  ports 
of  the  Burgh,  build  up  the  fore  walls  thereof  sufficiently,  and  with  broad 
foundations  that  none  climb  over,  within  the  space  of  four  days 
next  after  they  be  charged  by  the  officers  under  the  pain  of  five 
pounds  (8s.  4d.)  Item :  that  the  Bam  Yard  Port  be  built  up  and 
so  remain  during  the  whole  time  of  the  continuation  of  the  pest  in 
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the  cotmtry.  Item:  that  none  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  burgh 
suffer  any  person  to  come  in  through  their  yards  or  back  sides, 
onder  the  pain  of  five  pounds.  Item :  that  the  east  and  west  ports 
be  diligenUy  kept  from  five  hours  in  the  morning  unto  eight  hours 
at  evening,  and  that  the  keepers  thereof  be  sufficient  persons  having 
a  sword  and  Jedburgh  staff ;  and  that  they  be  not  absent  from  the 
said  ports  the  space  of  eight  score  feet  when  the  ports  are  open,  nor 
be  found  in  houfb  within  the  burgh,  under  the  pain  of  ane  unlaw  of 
13b.  4d.  Mies  quoHes,  Item :  that  the  Bum  foot  and  Moss  Raw  be 
dosed,  except  the  Bum  Port,  allenarly  to  be  kept  by  Richard  and 
Robert  Hendersoun,  and  only  to  be  opened  betwixt  eight  hours  and 
nine  hours  before  noon  and  four  hours  and  five  hours  afternoon. 
Item :  that  the  keepers  of  the  ports  receive  no  testimonials  of  any 
persons  come  from  suspected  places  ;  but,  that  they  signify  the  same 
to  one  of  the  Bailies,  or  to  others  of  the  persons  after-mentioned, 
which  shall  be  appointed.  Item :  that  no  persons  which  are  not 
sufficiently  known  unto  the  Bailies,  or  not  having  testimonials,  be 
suffered  within  the  burgh  to  remain  under  pain  of  five  pounds. 
Item:  that  no  persons,  inhabitants  of  the  said  Burgh,  receive 
strangers  nor  give  them  lodgings  without  leave  of  one  of  the  Bailies 
had  thereto,  under  the  pain  of  five  pounds.  Item :  that  no  person 
dwelling  within  the  space  of  one  mile  of  the  infection  be  admitted 
within  the  burgh  for  the  space  of  five  weeks,  that  it  may  be  known 
whether  it  be  dean  or  foul  thereof.  Item :  because  there  are  sundry 
persons  that  for  fear  of  the  pest,  or  eschewing  thereof,  transport 
themselves  with  their  families  forth  of  the  City  of  Glasgow  to  land- 
wards, in  sundry  parts  within  this  Burgh.  That  none  of  the  said 
persons  be  received  within  the  same  for  the  space  of  six  weeks  next 
after  their  transporting  ;  and  such  like,  should  they  be  not  kept  by 
themselves  the  said  space,  that  none  of  them  be  received  nor  ad- 
mitted within  this  burgh  during  the  same  space.  Item :  that  James 
Bisk,  drummer,  play  through  the  town  each  day  at  four  hours  in  the 
morning,  as  he  was  accustomed,  and  at  eight  hours  at  evening, 
except  the  Sabbath  day ;  and  albeit  the  weather  be  foul,  that  the 
drum  be  only  struck  upon  at  the  bridge  and  the  Cross."  On  25th 
January,  1677,  the  Council  resolved  as  follows  : — '*  The  drum  is  to 
be  beat  at  five  and  the  bell  to  ring  at  six,  from  the  first  of  November 
till  the  first  February,  and  for  the  first  of  the  year  at  four  hours  and 
five  hours  respective  as  before." 

Soon  after  that  date  this  plagae  must  have  diminished,  or 
very  likely  disappeared  altogether,  for  nothing  farther  is 
recorded  concerning  it  till  1604,  when  the  Council  learned 
that  it  "infected  divers  persons  in  Glasgow  and  Rutherglen," 
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and  ordered  the  ports  of  this  burgh  to  be  well  kept,  and 
re-enacted  all  their  former  laws  on  the  subject. 

Although  the  regulations  for  guarding  the  different  ports 
were  very  strict,  yet  there  is  only  one  instance  recorded  of 
any  attempt  to  injure  or  set  at  defiance  those  who  had 
charge  of  them.  This  was  by  Sir  Neil  Montgomery  of 
Lanshaw,  who,  with  some  friends  and  servants,  arrived  at 
the  Bridge  Port  on  12th  October,  1604,  and  having  **  no 
testimonial,"  George  Ramsay,  the  porter,  before  admitting 
them,  went  to  consult  the  Magistrate  to  obtain  hb  consent. 
On  his  return.  Sir  Neil  leapt  from  his  horse  and  struck  Bamsay 
so  severely  as  to  cause  his  face  to  be  covered  with  blood. 
For  this  assault  the  Procurator  Fiscals  sunmioned  Sir  Neil 
before  the  Magistrate,  and  the  whole  proceedings  are  fully 
narrated  in  the  Council  Records  of  23d  November,  as 
follows : — 

'*  In  the  ToUbuith  of  the  Burgh  of 
Paisley,  the  23d  day  of  Novem- 
ber, 1604,  sitting  in  judgement 
John  Vans  and  John  Hatch!- 
son,  Bailies. 
'^  The  which  day  anent  the  claim  given  in  and  persued  by  John 
Henderson,   Robert  Urie,   procorator-fiscalB   of   the    Buigh,    and 
George  Bamsay,  indweller  thereof,  for  his  entries  against  Sir  Neil 
Montgomerie    of    Lanshaw,  Knicht,  Mr.  John  Gilchrist,  burgess 
thereof,  cautioner  for  his  entries,  making  mention  that  whereupon 
the  12th  day  of  October  last  by  past,  the  said  Sir  Neil  being  at  the 
Bridge  of  this  Burgh  upon  horseback,  accompanied  with  certain 
gentlemen,  his  friends  and  servants,  coming  from  the  east  parts  of 
this  country,  and  remaining  at  the  said  port,  and  having  no  teati- 
monial  to  give  to  the  said  George  Ramsay,  keeper  thereof,  passed 
to  your  worship*  therefore,  and  show  of  his  being  thereat,  and 
to  understand  whether  he  should  suffer  him  and  his  company  to 
enter  within  this  Burgh  or  not,  conform  to  your  worship^s  ordinance 
made  thereanent.    After  command  and  direction  thereon  to  the 
said  George  by  John  Yaus,  Bailie,  the  said  George  with  all  possible 
diligence  returned  to  the  said  port  and  opened  the  same,  looking  to 
have  received  no  wrong  nor  injury  of  the  said  Sir  Neil ;  neverthe- 

•  In  the  record,  this  word  Is  represented  by  the  letter  W. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


PAI8LBT  O&AMMAB  SCHOOL.  89 

less  he,  in  the  meantime  of  his  entry  within  the  said  port,  without 
any  occasion  of  offence  by  the  said  (leorge,  lighted  from  his  horse 
and  most  violently  and  cmelly  struck  the  said  George  Bamsay  both 
with  his  hands  and  feet  on  his  head  and  womb,  and  divers  other 
parts  of  his  body,  and  especially  hurt  and  wounded  him  in  his  head 
to  the  eflEtudon  of  his  blood ;  and  so  has  committed  troublance  and 
blood  within  this  Burgh  in  contempt  of  my  Lord  Provost,  Bailies, 
and  Ckrancil  of  the  same,  in  hurting  and  misusing  of  the  said  G^., 
being  porter  of  the  said  port.  And  therefore  ought  and  should  be 
decerned  by  decreet  of  court  not  only  in  an  unlaw  of  ten  pounds 
(16b.  8d.)  conform  to  the  acts  and  ordinances  made  thereanent,  but 
also  to  repair  the  wrong  to  the  said  Provost  and  your  worship,  and 
to  the  said  George,  as  the  said  claim  bears.  The  said  persuers 
compeared  personally,  and  the  said  Mr.  John,  cautioner  for  the 
said  defender  personally  present,  all  rights,  reasons,  and  allegations 
beard,  seen,  and  understood,  and  the  Bailies  being  therewith  ripely 
advised,  decerns  and  decreets  the  said  Sir  Neil  Montgomerie  of 
Lanshaw,  knight,  to  have  done  wrong  and  injury  in  striking  and 
hurting  of  the  said  G^rge  Bamsay  to  the  effusion  of  his  blood,  the 
time  and  in  the  manner  above  written,  and  therefore  decerns  the 
said  Sir  Neil,  and  the  said  Mr.  John,  his  cautioner,  to  pay  to  the 
Treasurer  of  the  said  Burgh  ten  pounds  money  for  the  said 
troublance  and  blood,  because  the  said  claim  being  admitted  to  the 
said  persuers'  projbation,  and  certain  and  diver  times  assigned  to 
him  for  proving  thereof,  proved  the  same  sufficiently,  as  is  clearly 
understood,  to  the  said  Bailies,  who  therefore  decerned  in  manner 
above  written,  and  ordains  the  officers  to  poind  therefor,  gif  neid 
beis.    Thereupon,  the  said  persuers  asked  acts.** 


On  the  8th  September  in  that  year  ihey  passed  a  further 
Act  for  security  against  the  plague^  and  ordered  ^*  a  roll  of 
persons  to  be  made  out^  who  in  rotation  were  to  watch  the 
ports  between  five  in  the  morning  and  nine  evening,  to  pre- 
vent the  intrusion  of  infection."  The  penalty  for  not  com-' 
plymg  vnth  this  regulation  was  20s.  Again  the  town  appears 
to  have  escaped  the  scourge,  but  the  Council  were  always  on 
the  alert,  even  when  it  made  its  appearance  in  places  at  a 
considerable  distance,  and  used  every  precautionary  measure 
to  avert  a  visitation.  For  example,  on  the  22d  Augusts 
1606,  they  resolved,  as  the  pest  infected  **Ayr,  Kyle, 
Cmmingham,  Stirling,  and  other  parts  east  through,"  to 
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revive  the  several  Acts  on  this  subject,  and  ordered  them  to 
be  observed. 

During  this  same  period,  and  throughout  the  first  half  of 
the  century,  the  Council  had  also  to  direct  their  attention  to 
another  distemper  that  apparently  existed  at  times  in  the  town 
— ^viz.,  lef^o^.    On  5th  October,  X601,  the  Council  passed 
the  following  curious  resolution  for  regulating  the  conduct 
ci  persons  so  afflicted: — ^'That  leprous  persons  only  be 
allowed  to  call  at  a  particular  part  of  the  town  on  the  Tues- 
days and  Wednesdays,  from  11  to  1  o'clock  forenoon;  and 
not  to  go  into  any  house,  but  to  have  clappers  to  call  the 
people  out,  under  the  pain  of  banishment.     And  people 
admitting  th^n  into  their  houses,  or  eating  and  drinking 
with  them,  to  be  fined  in  twenty  shillings ;  and  houses  not 
to  be  let  to  leprous  persons  for  long  or  short  time,  under  the 
penal^  ci  five  pounds,''  (8s.  4d.)     There  was  a  case  of 
leprosy  in  Octob^,  1624,  and  on  the  14th  of  that  month 
^the  Bailies  and  Council  ordain  the  proclamation  to  be  sent 
through  the  town  against  John  Kerr,  now  leprous."     On 
the  25th  of  January  in  the  following  year  they  passed 
another  resolution  against  the  same  person,  as  follows: — 
*^  The  which  day  the  said  Bailies  and  Council  ordains  the 
Act  made  of  b^ore  against  John  Eerr,  now  become  leprous, 
to  be  put  to  execution,  and  against  the  receivers  of  him  and 
employers  of  him  in  services."    It  was  not  till  twenty-five 
years  after,  this  that  any  other  person  was  attacked  by 
leproq^.    On  31st  January,  1651,  the  Council  <' ordained 
that  Bobert  Weir,  flesher,  his  wife,  who  is  a  leper,  shall  with 
all  diligence  be  removed  out  of  the  town,  and  he  not  to  slay 
or  sell  flesh  until  he  remove  her."    And  in  the  next  year 
another  case  of  leprosy  is  referred  to  in  the  Council  Becords 
of  14th  April,  1651— "The  which  day,  in  respect  that 
Janet  Wilson,  spouse    of    Bobert  Urie,  flesher,  is  very 
leprous,  her  husband  is  ordained  to  remove  her  out  of  the 
town,  or  be  put  to  some  secret  place,  that  no  harm  shall  be 
to  her,  nor  that  he  shall  haunt  her  company  himself.    Axxd. 
that  he  do  this  betwixt  Beltane  next,  and  from  that  time  he 
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to  have  no  experience  of  his  calling,  so  being  as  the  same  is 
undone.'* 

For  nearly  forty  years  after  this  Paisley  appears  to  have 
been  completely  free  of  the  pest,  but  again  it  was  subjected 
to  its  ravages,  and  the  inhabitants  were  in  great  distress. 
Towards  the  close  of  1645  and  in  the  beginning  of  1646  the 
distemper  was  at  its  worst,  and  by  the  middle  of  that  year  it 
had  entirely  disappeared.    But  in  addition  to  the  pestilence, 
peiliaps  in  consequence  of  it,  provisions  were  scarce  and  high 
in  price,  and  throughout  the  counties  of  Benf rew  and  Ayr 
general  want  prevailed.     To  alleviate  the  su£Ferings  of  the 
po(^,  a  committee  was  appointed,  and  an  assessment  of  two 
pecks  of  meal  for  every  hundred  merks  of  rent  was  imposed ; 
those  who  did  not  choose  to  pay  in  money,  to  be  at  the  rate  of 
right  pounds  (13s.  4d.)  per  boll.     On  25th  November, 
1645.  the  Council  appointed  a  number  of  persons  to  attend 
to  the  cleaning  of  infectious  houses,  and  a  committee  to 
write  or  go  to  every  parish  in  Renfrewshire  to  request  them 
to  send  in  meaL    On  the  30th  of  the  same  month  they 
directed  two  of  their  number  ''  to  go  on  the  1st  December  to 
Glasgow,  and  supplicate  the  Town  thereof  for  help  and 
supply  to  the  poor  of  the  Town  of  Paisley.**    We  cannot 
state  from  the  Paisley  Records  what  assistance  this  deputa- 
tion received  from  the  inhabitants  of  Gla^w,  but  the 
Council  gave  them  a  supply  of  meal,  as  is  stated  in  a  very 
sympathising  way  in  their  records  of  the  6th  December, 
1645 — "  The  said  day  the  said  Bailies  and  Council,  taking 
to  their  consideration  the  lamentable  estate  and  condition  of 
the  poor  people  within  the  Town  of  Paisley,  and  of  the  hard 
stxaits  they  are  brought  to  by  God's  visitation  of  the  plague 
of  pestilence  lying  upon  them  now  this  long  time,  for  their 
present  supply  they  have  condescended  to  bestow  upon  them 
twenty  bolls  meal,  and  to  take  also  as  much  money  out  of 
those  monies  as  were  collected  for  Kelso  as  will  pay  there- 
for.** 

The  lobulations  r^arding  the  pestilence  were  strictly 
enforced  by  the  Council ;  they  **  ordained  Wm.  Love  to  be 
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dosed  within  his  house  for  twenty  days,  and  thereafter  to 
be  cleaned,  and  also  to  be  fined  at  their  pleasure^  because 
that  after  he  was  cleaned  he  brought  to  his  house  a  foul 
boyne  with  foul  beef.''  Probably,  because  disease  was 
prevalent  for  some  time  near  the  Tolbuith^  the  Council  did 
not  enter  it  but  held  more  than  one  Burgh  Court  in 
Smithhills;  and  on  two  previous  occasions  meetings  of 
Council  are  stated  to  have  been  held  at  the  Cross ;  besides, 
on  18th  November,  1645,  the  election  of  the  Bailies  and 
Council  took  place  in  the  Kirkyard. 

In  assisting  the  poor  with  food,  and  in  cleaning  persons 
affected  and  their  houses,  the  Council  had  expended  a  good 
deal  of  money,  and  were  forced  to  borrow  a  considerable 
sum  to  enable  them  to  cany  on  their  work.  The  following 
is  the  minute  of  Council  on  this  subject,  dated  6th  Decem- 
ber, 1645, — ^'The  which  day  the  Bailies  and  Council  taking 
to  their  consideration  that,  in  respect  of  the  present  calamity 
by  occasion  of  the  pestilence  laid  by  Gt>d's  hand  upon  this 
town,  they  were  forced  to  hire  cleaners  from  Borrowstonness, 
whose  dsdly  wages  here  extends  to  a  great  sum  of  money; 
and  finding  their  common  purse  unable  to  furnish  the  said 
wages  to  the  said  cleaners  at  this  time,  they  therefore  have 
concluded  to  borrow  five  hundred  merks  (£26  13s.  4d.)  from 
Kobert  Love,  maltman,  to  supply  their  present  necessity  in 
the  premises.''  It  also  appears  from  this  resolution  that  the 
Council  had  great  difficid^  in  obtaining  persons  to  conduct 
the  very  disagreeable  and  dan^rous  operations  connected 
with  the  cleaning,  and  had  to  bring  them  from  Borrowston- 
ness. On  the  17th  of  this  month,  they  paid  to  the  two 
cleaners,  John  Weir  and  Jean  Downie  from  that  place,  525 
merks  (£29  3s.  4d.)  of  wages,  40  pounds  (£3  6s.  8d.)  for 
drink,  and  10  pounds  (16s.  8d.)  for  travelling  expenses. 

Those  who  were  infected  with  the  pest  appear  to  have 
been  sent  outside  the  town  to  a  place  called  '*  The  Moor," 
where,  no  doubt,  some  temporary  houses  were  fitted  up  to 
accommodate  them.  During  this  month,  the  Council  '^  ap- 
pointed George  Bamsay,  Janet  Ramsay,  his  daughter,  aud 
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Janet  Urie,  their  servant,  to  return  to  the  moor  to  abide  a 
new  trialy  as  after  her  return  she  had  broken  out  again  of 
this  plague ;  and  also  ordained  Hugh  Paterson's  wife  to  be 
closed  up."  They  also  "fined  Mauld  Gait,  relict  of  the 
late  John  Hair,  manufacturer,  in  ten  dollars  for  coming  to 
the  flesh  stocks,  leaning  thereupon  contrary  to  the  proclama- 
tion made  on  the  8th  day  of  this  instant,  viz.: — She  having 
been  at  the  Moor  and  returned  clean,  and  ordained  to  keep 
her  house  for  twenty  days ;  having  refused  the  cleaners  to 
inspect  herself  and  daughter,  she  was  fined  in  other  ten 
dollars,  and  to  be  strictly  guarded  by  four  sergeants  at  one 
dollar  each." 

On  15th  December,  1645,  when  surrounded  with  distress 
and  difficulties,  the  Council  commissioned  the  Bev.  Alex. 
Dunlop  of  the  Abbey  Church  and  John  Wilson  of  Arkleston 
to  go  to  Parliament,  then  sitting  in  St.  Andrews,  and 
petition  for  "some  supply  to  the  poor  of  the  town ;"  but  how 
the  application  was  received,  or  what  assistance  (if  any)  was 
granted,  is  not  recorded. 

There  were  in  those  days,  as  there  are  still,  members  of 
the  community  who  delight  in  finding  faults  in  the  manage- 
ment of  the  Council,  and  in  charging  the  Bailies  with 
injustice ;  but  with  this  difFerence  of  result,  that  those  who 
then  did  so  were  made  to  smart  under  the  arbitrary  powers 
that  the  Bailies  exercised.  A  case  of  the  kind  is  recorded 
in  the  following  minute : — "  7  Jany.,  1646. — John  Park, 
mealman  in  Causeyside,  for  saying  that  the  Bailies  had  done 
unjustly  in  dividing  the  Glasgow  meal,  in  having  given  it  to 
€be  rich  and  not  to  the  poor,  for  which  he  was  fined  in  three 
dollars,  and  laid  six  hours  in  the  stocks." 

The  Bailies  and  Council  endeavoured  to  obtain  from  the 
inhabitants  not  only  a  strict  submission  to  their  orders,  but 
also  that  every  respect  should  be  paid  to  them  as  the  rulers 
of  the  town.  They  had  a  law  on  this  subject  which  was 
renewed  from  time  to  time ;  and,  on  31st  January,  1650, 
when  it  was  ratified,  it  was  as  follows : — "  Item,  they  ratify 
the  Act  that  none  within  this  burgh  slander,  detract,  offend^ 
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defame,  disobey,  mis-saj,  or  injure  the  Bailies^  Coimcily 
Clerk,  or  oflScers  of  this  Burgh  in  their  presence,  or  without 
the  same,  tmder  the  pain  of  crying  down  their  freedom."  On 
28th  March,  1653,  it  is  recorded  that  ^  Isobel  Gteenlees  is 
appomted  two  hours  in  the  jugs,  or  pay  408.  (Ss.  4d.)  for 
cursing  the  Bailie.** 

By  the  month  of  June,  as  already  stated,  the  plague  had 
entirely  left  the  town.  It  was,  however,  raging  with  great 
severity  in  Glasgow,  and  the  Paisley  Town  Councfl  had  it 
in  their  power  to  repay  to  some  extent  the  kindness  which 
they  had  received  from  that  city.  On  the  15th  of  this 
month  they  resolved  that  **  forty  m^i  are  to  go  to  Glasgow 
with  spades  and  mattocks,  and  shovels,  to-morrow  morning 
and  work  four  dajrs  at  the  ports,  and  that  each  man  get  two 
merks  from  those  who  did  not  go.**  Reference  has  already 
been  made  to  the  application  by  the  Provost  of  Glasgow  and 
others,  at  this  time,  to  have  the  students  in  the  college 
acconmiodated  in  Paisley.  The  pest  must  have  continued 
for  a  length  of  time  in  Glasgow  on  this  occasion,  and  pro- 
bably had  been  increasing  in  severity  about  the  23d  July, 
1647,  for  the  Town  Council  then  resolved  that  there  be  '^  no 
communication  with  the  inhabitants  of  Glasgow  on  account 
of  the  pest." 

It  seems  that  this  injunction  was  not  strictly  adhered  to, 
and  that  passes  were  granted  by  the  Bailies  to  some  persons, 
to  go  to  Glasgow  under  certain  r^ulations.  In  this  same 
month  we  find  that  ^Neil  Paisley  having  received  a  pass  to 
go  to  Glasgow  to  the  marriage  of  his  brother,  was  fined  five 
pounds  (8s.  4d.),  for  staying  all  night,  and  imprisoned  till  he 
paid  the  fine,  and  he,  his  wife,  and  another  woman,  to 
remove  out  of  the  town  for  their  pains."  On  the  14th 
October  in  this  year,  the  Council  also,  for  the  better  pro- 
tection of  the  inhabitants  from  the  pest,  passed  an  ^  Act 
^^prohibiting  the  setting  of  houses  to  strangers  without 
consent  of  the  Bailies,  under  the  pain  of  ten  pounds  (16s  8d.) 
to  be  paid  by  the  setter,  beddes  the  removal  of  the 
strangers."  On  this  day  they  also  passed  another  ^  Act  pro- 
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liibltiiig  the  hiring  of  servants  from  other  parishes  without 
shewing  the  certificates  of  their  life  and  conversation  to  the 
BaiKes.'* 

The  pest  did  not,  however,  appear  in  Paisley  at  that  time, 
and  has  not  visited  the  town  since* 

The  forgoing  are  but  the  more  prominent  particulars 
connected  with  the  visitations  of  the  pest  from  which  the 
town  suffered ;  many  others  might  have  been  added  from 
other  sources,  but  even  these  are  sufficient  to  convince  us 
that  throughout  the  period  we  have  been  reviewing,  pro- 
sperily  and  progress  were  impossible.  As  a  suitable  con- 
clusion to  this  section,  however,  the  following  account  of  the 
pert  or  plague  may  be  given  :— 

**TiuB  dreadful  distemper  is  a  sort  of  oontagious,  pestilential, 
acote,  and  malignant,  putrid  fever,  from  which  the  unhappy  sufferers 
■eldom  recover.  Although  the  plague  is  generally  defined  as 
malignant,  some  eminent  physidans  think  it  ought  to  be  distin- 
guished, as  the  fever  is,  not  the  essence,  but  merely  the  symptoms 
of  the  disease.  The  chief  places,  whence  it  is  imported  are  the 
Lovaat,  Lesser  Asia,  Egypt,  &c,  where  it  is  very  common.  The 
nature  and  cause  of  the  disease  are  by  no  means  certain.  Some 
think  that  insects  taken  into  the  lungs  by  respiration,  where  they 
mix  with  the  blood  and  juices  and  corrode  the  intestines,  are  the 
cause  of  it ;  others  suppose  that  it  is  produced  by  damp,  hot,  or 
stagnated  airs,  or  the  putrification  of  animal  substance,  especially 
loeosts.'^ 

The  following  is  a  curious  recipe  for  curing  the  plague  f : — 

**  April  l$fl645.  Thiseopiedofapapergivmtofny  wifely  my  brother 
OrrngkalL—Ttke  three  mutckins  of  Malvaisie  and  one  handful  of  red 
■age  and  a  handful  of  rew,  and  boil  them  till  a  mutdikin  be  wasted. 
Then  straine  it  and  sett  it  over  the  fire  again ;  then  put  thereunto 
one  pennieworth  of  long  pepper,  half  one  of  ginger,  and  one  quarter 
of  an  ounce  nutmegs,  all  beaten  together  ;  then  let  it  boil  a  little 
and  put  thereto  five  pennyworth  of  mithridat  and  two  of  treacle  and 
a  quarter  of  a  mutchldn  of  the  best  angelic  water.  Keep  this  all 
jour  life  above  all  bodily  treasures.  Take  it  always  warm,  both 
morning  and  evening,  one  half  spoonful  if  you  be  in  health,  and  one 

*  TreatiM  on  the  Plague. 

t  CkUdtoell  Pap€r$,  Part  first,  page  91. 
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or  two  if  you  be  infected  ;  and  sweet  thereupon*  In  all  the  plagne 
time  (under  God)  truat  to  this ;  for  there  was  never  man,  nor  woman, 
nor  ohild  that  this  deoeived.  This  is  not  only  for  the  common 
plague,  which  is  called  the  sickness,  but  also  for  the  small  pocks, 
measles,  surf  ete,  and  divers  other  diseases. 

This  copied  of  a  paper  found  in  my  bedchamber  at  the  desire  of 
Bess— 13th  January,  1662." 

**  For  the  Right  Honourable 

Sir  Geo.  Mowatt^  of  BuchoUy." 

The  civil  war  which  was  the  other  chief  cause  of  depres- 
sion and  poverty  in  Paisley  daring  the  seventeenth  centoijy 
began  just  a  few  years  after  the  last  visitation  of  the  plague* 
It  had  been  raging  in  England  since  1642,  but  it  v^as  not 
till  after  the  execution  of  Charles  I.  in  1649,  that  it  really 
affected  Scotland.    That  brutal  act  gave  great  offence  to 
the  Scottish  nation,  and  the  Parliament  immediately  espoused 
the  cause  of  the  late  King^s  eldest  son,  and  proclaimed  him 
their  lawful  sovereign  under  the  title  of  Charles  IL     This 
at  once  brought  about  a  collision  with  England,  and  the 
country,  already  divided  by  rival  ecclesiastical  factions,  had 
now  to  face  the  Parliamentary  army  under  CromwelL    The 
struggle  was  short,  indeed;  for  on  3d  September,  1649,  the 
Scottish  army,  under  Leslie,  was  defeated  at  the  battle  of 
Dunbar ;  and  nearly  the  whole  of  the  south  of  Scotland 
came  under  the  iron  rule  of  Cromwell.    That  a  number  of 
the  inhabitants  of  Paisley  were  at  that  battle  is  almost 
certain ;  for  the  Council  Records  of  April,  1649,  bear  that 
<<  the  Council  agree  that  200  pounds  (£16  13s.  4d.)  should 
be  raised  by  a  tax  for  the  outreik  of  a  troop  of  horse*** 
Shortly  after  his  victory  at  Dunbar,  Cromwell  went  to 
Glasgow,  and  whether  he  favoured  Paisley  with  his  presence 
or  not,  he  most  likely  made  it  suffer  by  his  contributions. 
Still,  however,  it  remained  steadfastly  loyal,  and  at  this  time 
must  have  been  inspired  by  a  thoroughly  warlike  spirit, 
ready  to  fight  for  the  cause  of  the  King,  or  to  oppose  the 
progress  of  the  English. 

The  following  C6uncil  Record  both  expresses  the  feeling 
of  the  town,  and  states  vnth  great  firmness  the  measures  to 
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be  taken  in  the  circumstances: — '^July,  29thy  1650. 
Wliidi  day  the  Bailies  and  Council  appoint  the  Town  pie- 
sentlj  to  be  put  in  a  position  of  war ;  that  one  of  the  Bailies 
shall  stay  at  home,  to  wit,  Bobert  Fork,  the  other  going  to 
the  armj ;  that  James  Alexander  and  Hugh  Blair  shall  be 
guardmasters  to  see  the  town  drilled;  and  that  Bobert 
Kerbe  and  Thomas  Hall  shall  be  sergeants  to  drill  them.'' 

The  main  body  of  the  Scottish  army,  headed  by  the  King, 
was  then  encamped  at  Stirling,  and  another  portion  was  con- 
centrated at  Dumfries.  After  the  battle  at  Dunbar, 
the  gentlemen  of  the  district  of  Clydesdale  and  Galloway, 
and  the  County  of  Benfrew,  combined  to  raise  troops 
to  defend  the  country,  and  Colonels  Strachan  and  Eerr  were 
appointed  to  conunand  them.  The  Town  of  Paisley,  besides 
furnishing  its  proportion  of  troops  required,  contributed  the 
amount  of  money  allocated  to  it.  In  the  Council  Becords 
of  10th  September  following,  it  is  stated  ^*  that  the  persons 
after-named  have  condescended,  and  undertaken  to  go  forth 
for  the  town  in  the  present  expedition  of  the  association, 
viz.: — Thomas  Campbell  and  John  Park,  merchants; 
William  Mathie,  Thomas  Beid,  Steven  Alexander^  and 
James  Wallace."  And,  on  the  same  day,  there  is  the 
following  resolution : — ^^  It  is  concluded  by  the  Bailies  and 
Council  that  the  best  horse  within  the  town  shall  be  taken 
and  appraised  for  going  out  in  the  present  expedition,  and 
that  the  Bailies  and  Council  shall  give  their  bond  of  pay- 
ment." This  contribution  by  the  town  consisted,  it  will  be 
observed,  of  six  troopers,  two  of  whom  were  merchants  in  the 
town ;  and  the  expedition  here  referred  to  would  very  likely 
join  the  troops  then  being  assembled  at  Dumfries,  which  in  the 
following  year  Altered  England  along  with  the  general  army 
from  Scotland,  headed  by  Charles  II.,  and  met  with  a  dis- 
astrous defeat  at  the  battle  of  Worcester  on  3d  September, 
1651.  It  may,  therefore,  be  safely  assumed  that  some  men 
from  Paisley  were  engaged  at  that  battle. 

From  the  following  record  it  will  be  seen  that  the  sum 
payable  by  the  town  for  the  support  of  the  %rmy,  raised  by 
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the  western  counties,  was  very  considerable  : — **  September 
23d,  1650,  the  which  day  it  is  concluded  that  the  town's 
part  of  the  disbursements  of  the  outreikof  the  five  shires' 
association,  extending  to  959  pounds  8  shillings  money 
(£79  198.  8d.)y  shall  be  imposed  upon  the  inhabitants  of  the 
town,  for  imposition  of  which  a  committee  is  appointed." 
Besides  this  assessment,  payment  had  to  be  made  for  the 
quartering  of  soldiers  in  the  town,  as  is  explained  in  a 
minute  of  7th  October  following : — **  The  which  day  it  is 
concluded  that  the  quartering  of  one  part  of  Colonel  Kerr's 
Regiment  that  was  in  the  town  the  last  week,  being  four 
score  pounds  money  (£6  13s.  4d.)  shall  be  laid  upon  the 
inhabitants  of  the  town,  with  the  former  expenses  of  the 
outreik  of  six  troopers." 

At  this  time  and  previously  a  store  of  arms  was  kept  in 
town  to  supply  the  soldiers  who  returned  them  when  dis- 
charged from  duty.  To  prevent  these  arms  falling  into  the 
hands  of  the  English  army,  the  Council,  as  advised,  sent  them 
to  a  place  of  safety;  the  resolution  is  recorded  in  their 
minutes  of  11th  November,  1650 : — "Which  day  the  Bailies 
and  Council  for  obedience  of  the  letters  and  act  of  the  com- 
mittee of  association,  have  appointed  the  powder,  match, 
and  balls  in  Paisley  be  carried  to  the  Castle  of  Avondale." 
This  castle  was  not  taken  by  the  English  army.  The  Kev. 
Wm.  Proudfoot,  in  his  account  of  the  Parish  of  Avondale, 
in  the  Statistical  Account  of  Scotland,  page  309,  states  that 
^'  It  is  said  that  the  late  Duchess  Anne  of  Hamilton,  com- 
monly known  by  the  name  of  the  Good  Duchess,  took  refuge 
there  during  the  usurpation  of  Cromwell,  and  never  forgot 
the  kindness  which  she  experienced  from  her  tenants  and 
vassals  in  the  days  of  her  distress."  The  castle  stands  on  a 
rocky  eminence  close  to  the  town  of  Strathaven;  and, 
although  now  in  ruins,  has  still  an  interesting  appearance. 
In  the  following  month  of  December  there  must  have  been 
some  other  sudden  alarm  about  the  approach  of  the  English 
troops,  for  on  the  8th  of  that  month  ^*  the  Council  appoint 
that  the  shire's  arms  that  are  in  the  Tolbooth,  shall  this  night 
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be  transferred  forthwith  thereof ,  and  carried  to  some  con- 
yenient  phuse  where  the  same  may  be  hid  from  the  enemy.^ 
This  is  the  last  reference  to  a  store  of  arms. 

Frequently  a  numb^  of  troops  belongmg  to  the  Scotch 
aimy  were  quartered  upon  the  inhabitants,  and  the  Council 
had  to  levy  taxes  for  their  support.  On  the  16th  of  this 
mcmih  '^  the  Bailies  concluded  that  300  merks  (£1 6 13s.  4d.) 
of  money  for  Coloners  Kennedy's  quartering  of  hisregnnent 
shall  be  imposed  upon  the  inhabitants,  and  for  the  equal  on- 
laying  of  which  a  committee  is  appointed,  and  a  collector, 
who  is  to  have  8  pounds  (15s.  4d.)  of  salary,  to  be  levied  in 
the  same  maiftier.'' 

The  town  was  also  taxed  for  the  support  of  troops  lying 
in  Dumbarton;  for  on  12th  March,  1651,  '^the  heritors 
smd  inhabitants  of  the  town,  by  the  orders  of  the  Parlia- 
ment, had  to  pay  240  pounds  money  (£20),  being  the 
part  of  the  quartering  of  a  company  of  dragoons  lying  in 
Dmnbarton,  for  the  months  of  January  and  Feby.;"  and  on 
the  15th  of  the  following  month  150  pounds  (£12  lOs.), 
for  ^  March  and  the  half  of  April  of  the  last-mentioned 
dragoons'  quartering  at  Dumbarton." 

All  the  inhabitants  did  not  willingly  submit  to  pay  these 
heavy  war  taxes  imposed  by  the  Council.  WiUiam  Green- 
lees,  elder,  merchant,  on  10th  April,  1651,  was  ^*  convened 
for  refusing  to  bear  burdens  with  the  town  as  an  inhabitant, 
notwithstanding  that  he  has  been  overseen  in  using  the 
liberties  of  a  Freeman,  since  his  freedom  was  cried  down ; 
th^,  therefore,  have  instanter  discharged  him  the  booking 
of  common  land,  and  making  of  any  charge  or  trading 
therein :  and  ordains  him  to  pay  presently  the  part  of  the 
pub^  burdens  put  upon  him  for  his  tenement  and  common 
land  the  time  bygone.  And  to  pay  for  his  tenement  in  time 
coining  as  an  inhabitant;  otherwise,  to  depart  the  town, 
seeing  that  for  the  present  pubKc  burdens  he  has  been  found 
twice  disobedient  to  the  Magistrates  since  his  refusal  of 
payment."  This  gentleman,  however,  repented  of  what  he 
had  done ;  and  on  29th  January  in  the  following  year,  he 
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^  presented  a  supplication  to  the  Bailies  and  Conncil  for 
reconcilement  with  them,  and  therein  having  referred  him- 
self in  their  will  anent  any  thing  that  has  escaped,  which 
they  can  conceive  to  he  any  faults  done  by  him  to  them. 
They  taking  the  same  to  their  consideration,  have  pardoned 
him  all  bygone  escapes,  received  him  into  their  favour,  and 
restored  him  to  his  freedom  upon  hope  of  his  good  carriage 
in  time  coming." 

The  foregoing  extracts  show  how  much  the  inhabitants 
had  to  bear  on  account  of  their  loyalty,  and  the  following 
will  illustrate  their  feeling  of  enmity  to  the  English,  and 
how  they  manifested  it.  A  portion  of  the  English  army 
was  quartered  in  the  town  about  this  time  (1651),  and 
although  the  soldiers  in  no  way  interfered  with  or  molested 
the  people,  they  were  cheated  and  defrauded  by  them  at 
every  opportunity.  At  last,  the  authorities  had  to  interfere 
for  their  protection,  and  the  following  is  their  resolution: — 
"5th  May,  1651. — ^The  which  day,  in  respect  there  is 
diverse  enormities  and  covetous  practices  done  by  several  in 
this  town  when  the  enemy  lately  lay  therein,  in  taking  from 
their  neighbours  at  that  time  exorbitant  prices  for  their 
drink,  and  refusing  to  receive  money  at  the  rate  whereunto 
it  is  cried  up  by  the  laws  of  the  kingdom,  notwithstanding 
the  same  has  a  while  preceding  past  at  the  new  rates,  and, 
in  retaining  countiymen's  victuals  and  goods  brought  into 
the  town  by  the  ^lemy,  notwithstanding  that  the  owners 
thereof  be  known.  Therefore,  it  is  ordained  that  intimation 
shall  be  made  through  the  town,  by  tuck  of  drum,  that  all 
neighbours  shall  be  repaired  of  the  said  enormities  by  them 
that  hurt  them,  either  in  taking  of  exorbitant  prices  for 
drink,  or  in  taking  of  money  at  a  lower  rate  nor  the  law 
provides;  and  that  all  who  have  victuals  or  goods  shall 
restore  them  to  the  owners  if  they  know  them,  and  if  they 
know  them  not,  that  they  keep  them  some  weeks  till  they 
3ee  if  the  same  be  owned,  under  the  pain  of  restoring  the 
double,  attoure  ane  outlaw." 

The  Town  Council,  finding  that  the  taxes  now  laid  on 
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the  inhabitants  were  becoming  quite  nnbearable,  made  an 
effort  to  obtain  some  reduction.  On  14th  May,  1651,  they 
**  concluded  that  John  Spreul,  Bailie,  shall  the  mom  go 
with  all  possible  diligence  to  the  Committee  of  Dunbritane, 
or  to  the  Commanders  of  the  Regiment  of  Dragoons  lying 
on  Dunbritane  shire,  to  whom  the  shire  of  Renfrew  pays 
assisting  quarters,  and  there  to  travel  and  deal  with  Uiem 
or  either  of  them  for  some  ease  to  the  town  of  its  proportion 
of  fourscore  nine  merks  (£4  18s.  6d.)  money  located  to  be 
paid  per  diem  forth  of  the  Parish  of  Paisley  to  the  said 

Regiment  of  Dragoons  under  the  command  of for 

the  space  of  a  month ;  for  the  which  end  there  is  a  com- 
mission given  to  John  Spreul."  Two  days  afterwards,  the 
Bailie  reports  that,  conform  to  his  commission,  he  went,  and 
has  agreed  at  Erskine  with  Colonel  Campbell  his  regiment 
for  to  pay  to  him,  in  name  of  the  town,  the  sum  of 
(  )  money  for  20  days  assisting  guards, 

viz.,  from  the  12th  of  May  instant  tUl  the  second  of  July 
next  thereto.    The  Council  does  approve  him." 

Bailie  Spreul  had  also  been  sent  to  Stirling  about  the 
oppressive  taxation  on  the  town,  and  on  16th  June,  ^^  he 
made  his  report  of  his  diligence  done  at  Stirling  with  the 
Kin^s  Majesty  and  Parliament  for  to  have  had  an  exonera- 
tion from  public  burdens  upon  the  town  of  Paisley  is  brought 
into  by  the  ^lemy,  till  the  said  town  recover  some  what  of  its 
former  ability.  And,  albeit  the  said  John  has  not  come  speed, 
the  Council  does  approve  his  dilig^ice."  The  Town  Council 
had  good  grounds  f oi:  complaining,  for  the  inhabitants  had 
to  assist  in  supporting  the  army  of  the  Covenanters  under 
Charles  11.,  and  had  besides  to  submit  to  the  exactions  made 
by  the  English  army  under  Cromwell.  From  this  time  on 
till  the  battie  of  Worcester  on  3d  Septemb^  of  this  year,  the 
Scottish  Parliament  made  several  demands  on  the  town  to 
maintain  and  provide  men  and  horses  for  the  army,  and  to 
pay  for  the  quartering  of  troops.  On  26thMay  of  this  year 
an  assessment  of  210  pounds  (£17  10s.)  was  laid  on  the 
inhabitants  for  the  following  purposes: — **The  quartering 
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of  34  soldiers  of  the  Laird  of  Prestouns*  troop  one  night ; 
and  of  five  gentlemen  of  his  troop  four  nights;  and  the  price 
of  oats  bought  and  furnished  to  him  for  the  quartering  of 
ten  of  Dunbretain's  men  (that  came  to  get  assisting  guards 
to  the  town  and  parish  of  Dunbretain)  one  night,  with  the 
town's  part  of  assisting  quarters  said  to  the  regiment  of  the 
dragoonS|  from  12th  May  instant  to  the  2d  June  next. 
And  the  town's  part  of  assisting  guards  to  the  town  and 
parish  of  Dunbretain  for  Prestoun's  troop  assigned  to  them 
from  5th  Maj  instant  till  the  20th  thereof,  with  the  expenses 
of  several  commissions  sent  by  the  town  to  Dunbretain  and 
Erskine."  Further,  on  16th  June,  "  It  is  concluded  by  the 
Bailies  and  Council  present,  unanimously,  that  the  town's 
part  of  the  present  levy  for  the  shire  of  Renfrew,  being  two 
horse  and  near  hand  half  an  horse,  shall  be  outreiked  with 
all  diligence,  and  that  for  that  effect  600  pounds  (£50)  for 
the  outreik,  and  48  merks  (£2  13s.  Id.)  for  one  month's 
maintenance  to  the  King's  Majesty,  shall  be  presently 
imposed  upon  the  burgesses  and  inhabitants  of  the  town." 
And  on  the  25th  of  the  same  month  ''the  Bailie  and 
Council  taking  to  their  consideration  that  the  last  cost  of 
the  outreik  for  two  horses,  and  the  payment  of  one  month's 
maintenance  to  the  King's  Majesty,  is  short  in  the  sum  of 
fifty-two  pounds  money,  Wherefore,  they  have  concluded 
to  cast  on  the  same  of  new,  together  with  100  pounds 
money  (£8  6s.  8d.)  for  the  outreik  of  two  baggage  horses. 
Item^  16  pounds  more  for  the  town's  part  of  money, 
paid  by  the  shire  to  Prestoun's  regiment  for  each  one  of 
seven  score  ten  volunteers,  and  26  bolls,  and  Is.  of  rent  paid 
to  them.  And  32  pounds  money  for  the  town's  part  of  40 
nolt,  160  sheep,  and  [blank]  stones  of  cheese,  to  be  sent 
forth  of  the  shire  presently  to  the  army.  Itemj  40  pounds 
money  for  quartering  of  Major  Crook's  troopers  with  some 
sick  men.  And  32  pounds  money  for  another  month's 
maintenance  of  the  King's  Majesty ;  extending  in  all  to  the 
sum  of  money."     All  these  assessments  were  col- 

lected and  paid  before  the  end  of  July.     The  collector's 
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accounts  were  examined  by  the  Council,  and  docqueted 
"  justly  disbursed."  And  on  21st  July  ^'John  Snodgrass 
and  Hugh  Paterson  are  appointed  with  all  expedition  to  go 
this  day  and  provide  the  town's  part  of  cows  and  sheep  to 
the  army ;"  but  there  is  no  allusion  to  where  the  army  was 
lying.  The  last  notice  in  the  Council  Records  of  soldiers 
having  been  sent  to  the  Scottish  army  is  dated  30th  July, 
1651 : — "  Which  day  a  list  of  twelve  soldiers  designed  to  go 
forth  for  the  town.  And  one  bombardier  to  go  through  the 
town  presently  for  all  voltmteers  to  repair  to  the  Tolbooth, 
this  day  at  two  hours  m  the  afternoon,  where  they  are  to 
receive  their  conditions." 

At  this  same  date  appears  the  last  notice  of  any  assess- 
ment for  the  support  of  the  Scottish  Army: — "  Which  day 
is  appointed  to  be  imposed  upon  the  inhabitants  of  the  town 
of  Paisley  the  town's  money  for  the  cause  after  specified, 
viz..  That  is  paid  to  Mr.  John  Crooks  the  sum  of  36 
pounds  money,  being  30s.  for  each  100  merks  of  valuation 
for  the  town's  part  of  the  outreik  of  three  horse,  and  3 
pounds  to  each  soldier  of  General  Major  Montgomerie's 
regiment.  Item^  14  pounds  7s.  to  Andrew  Sempil  for 
ei^t  days'  maintenance  of  Prestoun's  regiment.  Item^ 
80  pounds  for  quarterings,  about  28  June,  to  34  of 
Prestoun's  troopers  and  48  of  General  Major  Montgomerie's 
troopers,'  each  one  of  them  each  night.  Item^  7  pounds 
money  to  transient  quarters  to  13  of  my  Lord  Montgomerie's 
raiment.  Item^  three  scores  thirteen  pounds  money  for 
one  cow  and  ten  sheep  for  the  town's  part  of  the  second 
outreik  of  cows  and  sheep  to  the  army.  Itemy  18  pounds 
money  for  the  town's  part  of  a  troop  of  horse  to  the  second 
outreik  to  the  army,  to  be  made  on  the  first  August.  Iterriy 
three  score  twelve  pounds  money,  as  being  upon  each 
hundred  merks  of  valuation  of  the  parish,  for  arms  and  one 
month's  maintenance  of  the  inferior  oflScers,  and  for  eight 
days'  maintenance  of  the  soldiers,  and  for  tents  and  pans ; 
and  208  pounds  for  to  outreik  fourteen  soldiers,  extending 
all  to  the  sum  of  740  pounds  8  shillings  (£61 14s.);  with  12 
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pounds  to  a  collector  to  ingather  the  same.  And  for  im- 
position thereof,  there  is  appointed  Robert  Fork,  yr.,  John 
Wallace,  notary,  John  Paterson,  elder,  maltman,  Robert 
Parkhill,  and  James  Cunningham,  taxmaster,  and  the  said 
John  Wallace  is  appointed  collector.** 

The  Battle  of  Worcester,  as  already  stated,  was  fought 
on  3rd  September,  1651,  and  the  army  under  Charles  11. 
was  completely  defeated.  In  all  probabiUty,  as  we  have 
seen,  there  were  several  of  the  soldiers  from  Paisley  in  the 
engagement,  but  the  Council  Records  make  no  reference  to 
that  disastrous  defeat. 

There  was  now  no  Scottish  Army  to  support,  yet  the 
inhabitants  were  still,  called  upon  to  contribute  to  the 
support  of  the  English  Army.  In  September,  1651,  a 
number  of  English  soldiers  appear  to  have  been  quartered 
in  the  town,  and  some  irregularities  were  committed  which 
caused  the  Council  to  pass  the  following  resolution  on  the 
25th  of  that  month  :; — "  Which  day  the  Baihes  and  Council, 
taking  to  their  consideration  that  upon  the  20  and  21 
Sept.  instant,  when  the  English  were  ordered  to  be  quartered 
upon  the  town,  some  caused  their  neighbours  to  be 
oppressed  by  giving  money  to  these  that  were  quartered  on 
themselves  to  go  upon  their  neighbour,  and  others  moved 
the  English  that  were  quartered  upon  them  to  bring  in 
their  neighbour's  com  into  their  horses,  and  some  were 
overseen  in  the  quarterings.  Therefore,  they  have  ordained 
that  all  who  have  been  oppressed,  or  tmjustly  hurt,  shall 
come  to  the  Tolbooth  to-morrow,  the  25th  of  this  instant,  at 
five  hours  afternoon,  and  declare  and  ^ve  up  the  same, 
that  rectification  may  be  made  as  accords.  And  ordains 
this  to  be  intimated  the  morrow  before  noon  by  tuck  of 
drum."  And  on  the  4th  October,  "  John  Spreul,  merchant, 
was  chosen  to  go  to  Stirling  to  the  English  Conmmnders 
there,  to  capitulate  with  them  anent  six  months  bygone 
cess  demanded  by  them  off  the  town."  What  took  plac^ 
between  Mr.  Spreul  and  the  English  Commanders  is  not 
stated ;  but  immediately  afterwards,  the  Council  "  imposed 
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upon  the  Bnigesses  and  inhabitants  of  the  town,  with 
diverse  other  expenses  made  by  Commissioners  sent  to 
them  of  before,  and  for  meat  and  drink  down  to  them 
in  the  shire  of  Renfrew,  before  they  came  last  and 
ky  on  the  town,  extending  to  300  pounds  money  (£25)  or 
thereby;  for  imposition  thereof  there  is  chosen  John 
Carswell,  Robert  Fork,  John  Walkce,  John  Wilson  in 
SmiddiehiDs,  and  John  Patison,  elder,  maltman,  to  impose 
the  same  on  Monday  next,  the  sixth  of  this  instant,  at  six 
hours  in  the  morning,  and  John  Wilson,  yr.,  maltman,  is  to 
collect  the  same.** 

The  inhabitants  of  Paisley  mnst  have  been  impoverished 
by  the  heavy  taxation  to  which  they  had  been  subjected, 
and  their  spirits  depressed  and  broken.  Indeed,  all  over 
the  coontiy  at  this  time  trade  must  have  been  almost 
stopped,  and  the  cultivation  of  the  land  greatly  neglected. 
In  such  circumstances  the  management  of  the  public 
affairs  would  be  both  difficult  and  trying.  On  one 
occasion  the  Council  met  at  six  o'clock  in  the  morning  to 
dispose  of  some  urgent  business ;  but  it  is  likely  the  attend- 
ance waa  not  good,  for  five  days  afterwards — 9th  October, 
1651 — ^they  ordained  that  ^^  whosoever  of  the  Council  shall 
not  precisely  keep  the  Council  meeting  at  the  hour  where- 
unto  they  shall  be  warned,  that  they  shall  be  immediately 
thereafter  punded  for  20s.  (Is.  8d.)  of  unlaw,  toiies  quoties, 
and  the  Bailies  to  be  punded  for  the  unlaw  in  case  they 
n^lect  to  cause  pund  them.  Interim,  John  Wallace, 
Notar,  for  himself,  protests  against  this  Act  in  respect  of  his 
common  employments.''  But  greater  difficulties  were  soon 
to  arrive ;  for  after  the  crushing  defeat  at  Worcester,  the 
English  took  possession  of  every  place  and  town  of  impor- 
tance in  Scotland,  dismissed  the  Bailies,  and  stopped  the 
usual  courts.  Paisley  was  no  exception  to  this  general  rule, 
and  on  26th  April,  1652,  the  Council  agreed,  <<  because 
there  may  not  be  a  head  court  holden,  in  respect  that  the 
En^ish,  by  their  declaration,  have  discharged  all  Courts,  it 
is  concluded  tiiat  upon  Thursday  next,  the  penult  of  this 
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instant,  which  should  be  the  head  court  day,  the  BaiKes  and 
Council  shall  meet  in  James  Alexander's,  Bailie,  his  heich 
hall,  and  there  shall  elect  d  new  Treasurer  for  the  affairs  of 
the  town,  and  shall  create  any  burgesses  that  shall  happen 
to  be,  and  receive  resignation  if  any  be,  and  book  those 
having  right  into  conunon  lands."  Of  the  assessments  that 
were  made  at  this  time  for  the  support  of  the  English  army, 
the  following  is  an  instance : — 4th  May,  1652,  "This  day 
the  English  assessment  of  April  and  May  extending  to  f  our 
score  sixteen  pounds,  with  eight  merks  for  the  town's  part 
of  Captain  Bobensone  his  Comets'  losses  within  the  parish  of 
Cathcart,  laid  upon  the  shire,  and  eight  pounds  for  Collec- 
tor's fees,  is  appointed  to  be  laid  on  upon  the  inhabitants  of 
the  town ;  and  for  imposition  thereof  tax-masters  were  ap- 
pointed." 

On  the  same  day  it  was  resolved  that  "  John  Baird,  cus- 
tomer, upon  his  petition,  has  fourteen  merks  defaulted  to 
him  of  the  last  year's  custom  in  regard  of  ^vers  market  days 
lost  and  not  kept  through  occasion  of  the  Englishers."    And 
on  30th  May,  1652,  the  Council  agreed  "that  since  the 
English  have  taken  away  and  discharged  all  courts  since  the 
beginning  of  February,  the  Clerk's  fees  had  been  greatly 
reduced,  and  he  having  no  salary,  they  allow  Eobert  Park, 
their  clerk,  six  pounds  (10s)."      A  troop  of  English  horse 
were  then  quartered  in  the  district  and  levied  contributions 
from  the  Council,  who,  in  turn,  assessed  the  inhabitants  for 
the  same.    At  this  time,  too,  a  number  of  English  oflBcers, 
who  had  taken  up  their  quarters  at  Castlesemple,  being 
deficient  in  bed  clothing,  ordered  the  Paisley  authorities  to 
send  out  a  supply,  but  they  somewhat  bluntly  refused,  as  the 
following  interesting  minute  of  4th  June  shows  : — *'  In 
respect  that  Captain  Robertson  doth  require  three  feather 
beds  furnished  to  be  sent  to  Castlesemple  for  him  and  some 
of  his  oflScers  to  lye  upon,  the  said  Baihes  and  Council,  hav- 
ing taken  the  matter  to  consideration,  that  the  demand  is 
without  orders,  and  that  they  have  borne  coal  and  candle  to 
their  guard  all  the  last  winter,  besides  their  bearing  of  their 
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proportional  part  of  burdens  with  the  shire  and  diverse  other 
burthens  beyond  them;  therefore  they  have  resolved  that 
they  will  furnish  none  of  the  said  beds;  but  if  Captain 
Kobertson  and  his  officers  will  at  their  own  hands  oppress 
and  take  furnished  beds  at  their  own  hands  from  any  person 
or  persons,  one  or  more,  within  the  town ;  in  that  case  it  is 
concluded,  that  the  whole  town  shall  bear  their  burden 
thereof,  and  be  taxed  therefor,  but  prejudice  of  remedy 
whenever  it  may  be  had.  And  this  to  be  reported  to  the 
said  Captain  in  the  best  way." 

In  October  of  this  year,  as  the  Town-house  was  in  the 
possession  of  the  English,  the  election  of  Councillors  took 
place  in  the  house  of  James  Alexander.  Some  of  the 
Councillors  then  elected  refused  to  act,  and  were  fined  in 
five  pounds  (8s.  4d.)  each.  Occurrences  of  this  kind  were,  at 
this  time,  not  uncommon  in  the  different  Burghs  in  Scot- 
land, because  comparatively  few  persons  would  accept  civil 
authority  when  attended  with  so  much  responsibility  and 
risk.  On  the  13th  of  that  month  the  Council  Becords  state 
— **  which  day  in  respect  that  the  English  has  seized  upon 
the  whole  keys  of  the  Tolbooth,  and  that  the  Town  charter 
chest  is  only  locked  with  one  key,  the  Bailies  and  Council 
conclude  to  forbear  the  down-taking  of  the  evidents  or  go- 
ing to  lock  the  said  common  chest,  until  the  officers  and 
soldiers  be  in  a  more  settled  and  calm  condition  nor  now 
they  are  into."  Again,  on  the  14th  March  1653,  the  Coun- 
cil "appointed  this  day  that  the  common  chest  shall  be 
sighted  in  what  case  they  are  into" ;  but  the  condition  in 
which  they  were  found  is  not  afterwards  stated.  Indeed,, 
the  Town  appears  to  have  been  put  to  great  inconvenience 
from  the  want  of  Bailies  to  administer  justice ;  and  in  Nov. 
1654,  they  "appointed  John  Kelso  and  R.  Park  to  go  to 
the  Laird  of  Nether-pollock  and  deal  with  him  for  his 
assistance,  or  letter  of  reconunendation  to  the  Judges,  and 
General  Monk,  for  hberty  to  them  to  choose  new  Magis- 
trates, in  respect  that  the  one  Bailie  is  removed  by  death, 
and  the  other  Bailie  very  likely  soon  to  be  shortly  removed. " 
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This  application  must  have  been  unsuccessful;  for  on  4th 
January  following  ^^  the  Council  appointed  John  Wallace, 
notar,  one  of  their  number,  to  go  with  all  expedition  to 
Edinburgh  and  Dalkeith,  to  General  Monk,  and  to  suppli- 
cate him  for  liberty  to  choose  their  own  Magistrates  and  to 
admimster  justice,  and  do  othqr  of  the  Town's  necessary 
affairs ;  in  respect  that  the  one  of  the  Bailies  is  deceased — 
the  other  in  all  appearance  at  the  point  of  death,  and  they 
like  to  have  no  obedience  of  the  inhabitants.''  This  request, 
and  several  subsequent  ones,  General  Monk  granted. 

About  the  beginning  of  April,  1655,  the  English  troops 
appear  to  have  left  the  district,  for  a  minute  of  the  7th  of 
that  month  states  that  **  the  owner  of  the  nine  horses  that 
went  to  Greenock  with  the  Englisher's  baggage  to  have  18s. 
(Is.  6d.)  each  horse,  and  those  that  went  to  Glasgow  to  have 
6s.  8d.  (6fd.)  each  horse."  It  also  states  that  the  town  was 
assessed  by  the  English  to  contribute  towards  the  building 
of  some  citadels  at  Ayr,  but  the  Council  appointed  the  two 
BaUies  to  go  to  Colonel  Cooper  and  supplicate  him  for  ex- 
emption from  this  impost ;  and  also  '^  that  payment  may  be 
made  to  them  of  those  monies  that  were  appointed  towards 
the  Town's  losses."  But  as  no  further  notice  is  taken  of 
these  matters,  the  Bailies  were  very  likely  unsuccessful  in 
their  mission. 

Although  during  the  next  four  years  of  Cromwell's 
usurpation,  Scotland  was  heavily  taxed,  and  the  independent 
feeling  of  the  nation  deeply  hurt  by  the  garrisons  being  in 
the  hands  of  the  English,  yet  by  suppressing  ecclesiastical 
wranglings,  administering  justice  impartially,  and  encour- 
aging commerce  and  trade,  he  gave  it  to  enjoy  an  amount 
of  internal  peace  which  it  had  not  known  for  years.  This 
condition  of  things,  however,  did  not  last  long ;  Cromwell 
died  on  3d  September,  1658,  and  two  years  afterwards 
Charles  II.  returned  to  govern  the  country  amidst  the 
greatest  joy  and  enthusiasm  of  the  people.  The  Council 
Records  of  June,  1660,  show  that  on  that  occasion  the 
Bailies  and  Councillors,  by  the  advice  of  Lord  Cochran, 
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acknowledged  Charles  11.  to  be  the  *^  righteous  heir  to  the 
Crown."  "  The  which  day  the  said  Bailies  and  Council 
being  informed  that' there  is  an  act  and  ordinance  issued  out 
bj  the  Parliament  of  England,  ordaining  King  Charles  the 
Second  to  be  proclaimed  righteous  heir  to  the  crown  of  the 
three  nations,  and  that  the  said  act  and  ordinance  is  come  to 
mj  Lord  Coduran's  hands,  who  intends  to  have  the  said 
proclamations  read  the  mome  up(m  the  Cross,  and  that  his 
Lordship  desires  the  Bailies  and  Council  their  concurrence 
thereto,  therefore  the  Council  has  appointed  the  two  Bailies 
and  John  Spreul  to  go  speak  with  my  Lord  Cochran  there- 
anent,  and  therefor  to  do  as  shall  be  thought  fit."  The 
records  do  not  inform  us  what  was  done  in  the  matter,  but, 
no  doubt  Charles  11.  was  proclaimed  at  the  Cross  on  the 
following  day,  as  Lord  Cochran  had  proposed.* 

Shortly  after  this,  through  the  infroduction  of  Episcopacy, 
the  suppression  of  Presbyterianism,  and  the  enforcing  of 
oppressiye  and  tyrannical  measures,  Scotland  became 
completely  unsettled,  and,  till  the  Bevolution  in  1688,  was 
again  subjected  to  internal  war  and  anarchy.  During  these 
years.  Paisley  had  its  own  share  of  suffering,  and  was 
sometimes  brought  into  dangerous  relations  with  the 
Government  through  the  Presbyterian  sjrmpathies  of  the 
inhabitants.  On  many  occasions,  the  town  had  to  contri- 
bute considerable  sums  of  money  towards  the  support  of  the 
soldiers  engaged  in  suppressing  the  Convoiticles  of  the 


*  The  ReoordB  of  the  Glasgow  Town  Connoil  of  18th  June  state  what 
was  done  there  at  this  time.  **  Plodamation  aiieiit  the  King's  Majesty's 
gratioiis  retom.  l^e  same  day,  for  as  mnch  as  tiiere  is  a  oongratnlation 
to  be  kept  this  second  time,  for  the  happy  return  <^  oar  dread  Sovereign, 
the  King's  Majesty,  and  restoration  of  his  throne  and  dignity,  approves 
of  the  proclamation  drawn  np  by  the  Clerk  for  that  effect^  for  onpntting 
of  bain  fires  and  osing  the  remanent  solemnities  requisite  in  the  lyk,  and 
ordains  two  hogsheads  <^  wine  to  be  provided  for  the  use  of  the  soldiers 
now  in  town,  and  the  Dean  of  Guild,  Fredrick  Hamilton,  Robert  Bae,  and 
John  Bams  to  provide  all  other  necessaries  for  the  same  solemnity." 
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Covenanters,  and  sometimes  parties  of  soldiers  were  billeted 
on  the  inhabitants.* 

On  the  13th  December,  1665,  an  order  was  sent  to  the 
Council  from  Edinburgh  by  *4he  King's  Commissioners 
for  the  Conmuttee  of  Excise  to  convene  the  shire,  and 
appointing  of  com  and  straw  to  the  Life  Guard,  with 
locality  of  coal  and  candles,  to  which  letter  the  Bailies  and 
Council  has  returned  to  the  said  Commissioners  their  answer, 
with  200  merks  farther  sent  to  them,  with  Patrick  Baird, 
drummer,  carrier  thereof,  and  they  have  sent  the  Commis- 
sioners' orders  to  the  Laird  at  Craigends  with  Bailie  Vaus, 
and  one  of  the  Life  Guards  to  require  his  answer.'' 

In  1667,  a  troop  of  horsemen  were  quartered  in  the  town; 
for  the  Council  then  agreed  that  ^^  one  hundred  and  twenty 
pounds  (£10)  of  locality  money  be  imposed  by  the  Bailies 
and  Council  on  the  town's  people  for  payment  to  those  on 
whom  Lord  Carnegie's  troop  was  quartered." 

The  town  had,  at  this  time,  also  to  provide  and  pay  for  a 
trooper ;  for  on  the  7th  of  the  same  month  in  the  following 
year,  "  the  Council  ordains  the  Bailies  to  agree  with  David 
Maxwell  in  Smiddiehills  to  be  their  trooper  for  nine  score 
pounds  of  money  (£15),  to  buy  his  horse  and  arms,  and  his 


*  An  amusing  example  of  how  the  people  resented  these  visits  occurs 
in  the  Council  Becords  in  1665.  One  Allan  Wallace,  who  had  two 
soldiers  quartered  on  him,  abused  and  threatened  the  Bailies  for  having 
sent  them,  for  which  he  was  sharply  called  to  account  as  follows : — 
"This  meeting  being  appointed  for  trying  of  the  complaint  given  in 
yesterday  by  the  Bailies  against  Allan  Wallace,  for  saying  that  he  should 
have  as  much  of  the  Bailies'  flesh  as  he  wanted  for  the  two  sojours  24 
hours'  quarters,  publicly  and  frequently  uttered  by  him.  Compears  the 
said  Allan  Wallace,  and  confesses  that  he  said  he  should  be  either  paid 
by  the  Town  or  by  the  Bailies,  or  should  have  as  much  of  their  flesh. 
The  Council,  considering  the  business,  and  finding  by  the  Acts  of  the 
Town  that  the  said  Allan  deserves  to  have  his  freedom  cried  down,  in 
lieu  and  place  thereof,  they  fine  the  said  Allan  in  twenty  pounds  money 
(338.  4d. ) ;  withall  referring  the  said  fine  to  the  Bailies'  will  what  to  give 
the  said  Allan  down  thereof,  whether  all  or  any  part  thereof,  as  they 
shall  find  him  sensible  of  his  fault. " 
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proportion  of  oats  and  pay,  with  the  other  trooper  in  the 
shire."  And  on  the  10th  of  the  following  month,  they 
"have  concluded  that  their  part  of  the  outreik  of  the 
Militia,  extending  to  nine  scores  pounds  money  (£15),  shall 
be  forthwith  imposed  on  the  town  by  the  Committee  of 
Coundl."  Again,  in  1669,  and  also  in  1671,  the  Council 
paid  considerable  sums  of  money  to  Major  Hamilton,  as 
their  share  of  maintenance  of  the  army. 

At  that  time,  and  for  some  years  previously,  clergymen 
who  did  not  conform  to  Episcopacy  as  established  by  the 
Government,  were  compelled  to  leave  their  charge.  The 
minister  then  in  the  first  charge  of  the  Abbey  was  Mr. 
James  Chalmers,  who  apparently  belonged  to  that  class,  and 
the  Council  had  considerable  trouble  in  inducing  him  to 
leave,  and  in  securing  a  successor.  On  26th  August, 
1669,  "  The  Bailies  reported  that  they  have,  with  House- 
hill,  been  dealing  with  Mr.  James  Chalmers  for  giving  a 
demission  of  the  oflBce  of  his  ministry,  and  that  he  has 
halfling  consented  to  do  the  same,  he  having  some  satisfac- 
tion given  to  him  to  go  his  way.  The  Council  condescended 
that  they  agree  with  him,  in  as  easy  a  way  as  they  can,  he 
^ving  the  said  demission."  He  did  give  up  his  charge ;  for, 
on  the  4th  April,  in  the  following  year,  the  Council  agreed 
"  that  200  merks  shall  be  paid  by  the  Town  of  Paisley  to 
Mr.  James  Chalmers  for  procuring  his  demission,"  and  that 
Bailie  Paterson  and  Robert  Paisley  had  gone  to  Edinburgh 
to  engage  a  successor ;  and,  on  the  6th  of  the  following 
month,  they  reported  '*  that  conform  to  their  commission  they 
went  to  Edinburgh  and  dealt  with  Mr.  Matthew  Bamsay  to 
come  to  be  preacher  unto  this  place,  and  had  likewise  dealt 
with  my  Lord  Dundonald  and  diverse  of  the  Secret  Council 
to  that  purpose,  and  that  the  Secret  Council  had  pitched 
upon  the  said  Mr.  Matthew,  and  ordered  him  to  come  here, 
which  orders  they  had  delivered  to  the  said  Mr.  Matthew, 
who,  being  scrupulous,  has  taken  14  or  20  days  to  advise 
him,  and  that  they  think  fit  that  he  should  be  written  unto, 
to  show  the  unanimity  of  the  people."    On  the  same  day 
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**  the  Bailies  and  Council  appoint  two  letters  to  be  written, 
one  to  the  said  Matthew  Ramsay,  the  other  to  Mr.  James 
Stirling,  bj  Bobert  Park,  with  the  help  and  concurrence  of 
Mr.  William  Thomson  and  Mr.  John  Wallace.**  Notwith- 
standing all  that  had  been  done  to  induce  Mr.  Bamsay  to 
come  to  the  Abbey  Church,  they  appear  at  this  time  not  to 
have  been  successful,  for,  on  the  20th  of  this  month,  they 
appointed  one  of  their  number,  along  with  Lord  Cochran 
and  John  Mure,  to  go  to  lidinburgh  to  see  him.  The  re- 
solution is  as  follows : — ^^  This  day  John  Park,  late  Bailie, 
is  appointed  to  ride  with  my  Lord  Cochran,  gentleman, 
John  Mure  to  Edinburgh,  and  to  see  how  Mr.  Matthew 
Bamsay  f  areth,  and  if  he  be  able  to  ride,  to  encourage  him 
to  his  west  coming,  and  to  hire  horse  to  him  if  he  be  able  to 
travel."  Nothing  more  is  stated  on  this  subject  in  the 
Council  Becords ;  but  we  know  f  ron^  other  sources  that  he 
entered  to  the  Abbey  Church.  He  was  at  one  time  mini- 
ster of  Kilpatrick,  and  was  deposed  in  1665  '*  for  no  cause 
alleged,  but  not  attending  prelatical  synods  and  presby- 
teries;"* but  he  afterwards  accepted  the  vacant  charge.t 
Mr.  Bamsay  must  have  died  not  very  long  after  his  appoint- 
ment, for,  on  the  19th  October,  1671,  the  Council  "  dis- 
bursed to  Mary  Padie,  reHct  of  umquhile  Mr.  Matthew 
Bamsay,  minister,  the  sum  of  one  hundred  pounds  money," 
or  £8  6s.  8d.  stg. 

In  1667  when  the  western  counties  were  in  a  most  excited 
state  from  the  oppressive  measures  adopted  to  prevent  the 
Covenanters  from  assembling,  the  Government  ordered  the 
Heritors,  residing  in  the  Counties  of  Benf  rew .  and  Ayr,  to 
meet  at  Irvine  to  decide  what  should  be  done  for  quelling  the 
disturbances  and  securing  peace.  To  this  meeting  the 
Council  sent  two  of  their  number,  as  thus  recorded  on  1st 
November  of  that  year.  "  This  day  Bailie  Greenlees  and 
John  Wilson,  maltman,  are  appointed  to  go  to  Irvine,  and 
to  keep  the  meeting  there,  that  is  appointed  by  his  Majesty's 

♦  Wodrow,  VoL  I.,  p.  427.  t  /&.,  VoL  II.,  p.  133. 
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Privy  Council  to  be  kept  there  by  the  Earls  of  Glencaim, 
Dandonald,  and  Lord  Boss,  with  the  heritors  of  the  Sheriff- 
dom of  Benf rew  and  Ayr,  for  consulting  anent  securing  the 
peace  of  the  Kingdom."  This  meeting  came  to  the  sensible 
conclusion  that  the  best  and  only  way  to  obtain  peace  and 
prevent  conventicles,  was  to  allow  toleration  to  the  Presby- 
terians ;  but  this  recommendation  was  not  attended  to  by 
the  Government.  On  the  contrary,  they  adopted  still  more 
severe  and  oppressive  measures ;  and  the  murder  of  Arch- 
bishop Sharpe  of  St.  Andrews,  on  3rd  May,  1679,  so  exas- 
perated the  Government,  that  they  issued  instructions  to 
the  commanders  of  the  troops,  to  suppress  conventicles  by 
force  of  arms,  and  to  destroy  those  who  attended  them. 
Then  followed  the  rising  in  arms  of  the  Presbyterians  to 
resist  the  Gh)vemment  troops,  the  Battie  of  Drumclog  on 
1st  June,  1679,  the  Battle  of  Bothwell  Bridge  on  the 
22nd  of  the  same  month,  and  many  other  encounters  in 
different  parts  of  the  country.  It  was,  however,  in  1683 
that  the  proceedings  of  the  Government  were  most  arbitrary 
and  cruel ;  when  the  suspected  people  were  shot  down  by 
the  dragoons,  without  trial  and  without  mercy,  and  nothing 
but  tenor  prevailed  in  the  land.  Any  one  who  was  dis- 
covered conversing  with  a  person  who  had  been  at  the 
Battle  of  Bothwell  Bridge,  or  allowed  such  a  one  to  remain 
on  his  property  or  in  his  house,  was  apprehended  and  tried 
for  high  treason.  Persons  charged  with  this  and  other 
similar  offences,  became  so  numerous  that  Circuit  Courts 
were  appointed  to  meet  in  different  parts  of  the  country  to 
try  them.  Many  were  sentenced  to  death,  others  had  their 
property  confiscated,  and  many  were  imprisoned  or  fined. 

At  this  time,  the  inhabitants  of  Paisley  must  have  been 
thrown  into  a  state  of  great  excitement  and  alarm  when  it 
became  known  that  the  Bailies  and  Councillors  had  been 
summoned  to  attend  the  Justiciary  Court  at  Glasgow,  to 
answer  to  a  charge  of  permitting  three  persons,  who  had 
been  at  the  Battie  of  Bothwell  Bridge,  to  remain  in  the 
town.    The  Council,  however,  acted  with  much  spirit  and 
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finnness,  and  tmanimoiifily  adopted  several  precantioiiaiy 
measures  to  meet  the  very  serioos  charge  brought  against 
them.    The  matter  was  brought  before  them  on  1st  June, 
1688,  and  tiie  following  is  a  copy  of  the  reccMxi  2 — "First    ]\\ 
June,  1683. — Eo.  die.  Sederunt-~John  Snodgrass,  Bailie,    ^^ 
Robert    Fork,    John  Anderson,  James    Tlnnnson,  Alex. 
Jamieson,  Bobert  Patison,  William  White,  William  Snod- 
grass, John  Campbell,  David  Landes,  Robert  Landes,  and 
William  Fyffe,  and  William  Smith.    Who,  after  consider- 
ation of  an  inditement  given  to  the  present  Bailies  and     \^^^, 
Council  of  this  Burgh  to  compear  before  the  Lords  of 
Justiciary  at  Glasgow,  the  twelfth  and  thirteenth  day  of 
June  instant,  for  alleged  resetting  of  James  Spreull,  Hugh 
Fulton,  and  Christopher  Strang,  indwellers  in  this  Burgh 
after  Bodell  Bridge,  and  suffering  and  permitting  them  to 
have  the  liberty  and  privilege  of  his  Majest/s  good  lieges 
sinsyne  within  this  Bur^,  and  albeit  aiding  and  abeting       ^j 
them  in  meat,  drink,  armour,  and  ammunition,  in  manner  and       \ , 
length  specified  in  tiie  inditement;    and  it  being  asked       Vi 
whether  it  should  be  a  Town's  business,  and  the  town  purse       V 
to  bear  and  sustain  tiieir  expenses,  they  all  in  one  vmce  have        ;  I 
concluded  and  ordained  that  whatever  expenses,  imprison-        i 
ment,  or  fine,  tiie  Bailies  or  any  of  the  Council  shall  happen       \^' 
to  sustain  through  the  said  cause,  that  the  same  shall  be       ^ 
paid  forth  of  the  Town's  readiest  rents  and  deuties.    And 
have  ordained  tiie  Treasurer  to  advance  money  to  the         \ 
Bailies  and  Council  for  defraying  their  expences  during  their         ^ 
abode  at  Qlasgow,  and  their  expences  of  imprisonment  and 
fineing,  if  any  shall  happen  to  be.    And  the  Treasurer  to  ] 

give  in  ane  particular  account  of  the  debursements,  whidi 
shall  be  answered  to  him  on  demand  after  he  returns  from 
Glasgow.  And  for  the  effect  foresaid,  they  have  appointed 
William  Fyfe  and  the  Clerk  to  go  to  Glasgow  and  make 
moyan  with  the  Bishop  to  be  the  Town's  friend  before  the 
day  of  appearance;  and  to  pay  thdr  horse  hires  and 
expences  they  shall  happen  to  deburse,  and  pay  in  their 
affair  and  their  paines  taken  therein." 
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We  give  a  fcuysimile  of  this  important  minute.  It  will 
be  observed  that  WiUiam  Stewart  signs  the  minute,  although 
his  name  is  not  entered  in  the  sederunt. 

Knowing  how  other  parties  had  been  punished  for  similar 
(fences,  the  Council,  it  will  be  observed,  made  {H*ovision  for 
any  fine  or  imprisonment  to  which  they  might  be  subjected; 
but,  if  possible,  ^^ta  bring  off  and  assoilzie  the  Town."  They 
also  appointed  two  of  their  number  to  intercede  with  the 
Bidop,  or,  as  stated,  to  "make  moyan"*  with  him  on  their 
behalf.  Every  step  they  took  was  felt  to  be  of  the  gravest 
importance,  and  to  show  their  unanimity  and  firmness  the 
minute  was  signed  by  all  the  members  of  Council, — a  thing 
sddom  or  never  done  before.  The  signing  of  this  resolution, 
however,  reveab  one  most  remarkable  circumstance  in 
relation  to  the  state  of  education  at  that  time,  viz., — ^that 
one  of  the  Bailies  and  five  of  the  Councillors,  as  stated  at 
the  end  of  the  minute,  could  not  sign  their  own  name. 
The  Town  Clerk,  Hugh  Snodgrass,  in  engrossing  the  names  of 
those  who  could  not  write,  has  omitted  to  enter  one  of  them 
fully.  He  has  only  written  David,  and  who  must  be  David 
Landes. 

The  record  of  the  next  meeting  of  Council  held  oa  the 
8th  of  the  same  month,  throws  some  further  light  on  the 
eoergeiic  measures  that  were  adopted  to  release  the  Town 
from  the  charge  made  against  it.  It  is  as  follows : — ^^  Who 
have  concluded  that  there  be  ane  precept  drawn  upon  the 
Treasurer  for  advancing  to  the  BaiHes  and  Council  of  the 
sum  of  two  hundred  pounds  scots  (£16  13s.  4d.)  money, 
aad  have  a{^inted  four  guinies  of  gold  to  be  taken  out  of 
the  common  kist,  partly  for  defraying  the  expenses  at 
Glasgow,  employing  advocates,  and  partly  for  complimenting 
the  Clerk  of  the  Circuit  Court  and  making  of  their  necessary 
moyan  therewith,  in  order  to  bring  off  and  assoilzie  the  town 
for  the  inditement  given  them  for  the  alleged  crime  with 

*  "To  make  moyan,''— to  mteroede,  to  mediate.    Moyan,  Frendi,— a 
mean,  a  medium ;  utdL  moyeuner,  to  mediate. 
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aiding  and  abaidng  the  rebells  at  Bodall  Bridge^  and 
sicklyke.'* 

The  records  do  not  state  how  this  serious  charge  was  dis- 
posed of  by  the  Court,  but  their  silence  is  very  significant ; 
and  seeing  that  the  Council  agreed  to  give  a  sum  of  money 
to  the  Clerk  of  Court,  and  also  to  the  Bishop,  "in  order  to 
bring  off  and  assoilzie  the  town,"  no  doubt  the  money  was 
so  applied,  and  along  with  that  those  tempting  "four 
guinies  of  gold  taken  from  the  common  kist,"  settled  the 
matter,  and  helped  to  secure  an  acquital.  Nor  do  the 
records  inform  us  whether  these  three  men,  who  had  been 
at  Bothwell  Bridge,  belonged  to  the  town,  or  had  only  made 
it  their  refuge  after  that  event  Be  that  as  it  may,  by  the 
shelter  afforded  to  them  the  authorities  were  brought  into 
dangerous  relations  with  the  GK>vemment,  yet  they  seem 
neither  to  have  regretted  the  one  nor  to  have  shrunk  from 
the  terrors  of  tiie  other.  But  what  a  picture  of  that 
government  is  presented  to  us  by  this  record — a  Town 
Council  resolving  to  corrupt  a  Justiciary  Court  I 

The  records  for  the  remaining  years  of  Charles'  reign  are 
mostly  statements  regarding  payments  for  the  maintenance 
of  the  army  or  the  town's  trooper;  and  being  similar  to 
those  already  quoted,  need  not  be  referred  to  farther. 
But  from  the  foregoing  extracts  it  will  be  seen  that  for 
more  than  a  century  Pdsley  had  experienced  almost  un- 
interrupted misfortunes,  and  must  have  been  at  this  time 
broken  and  poor,  and  however  few  or  light  in  comparison 
were  its  trials  and  difiSculties  during  the  remaining  years  of 
the  century,  generally  must  have  hindered  its  progress  and 
improvement. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  eighteenth  century  the  Grammar 
School  was  sadly  out  of  repair,  and  had  been  so  for  some 
time.  On  26th  April,  1700,  the  Bailies  and  Council,  con- 
sidering that  it  was  ^'  altogether  out  of  order,  and  that  both 
for  want  of  thatch  and  chimney-piece,  ordained  the  same  to 
be  repaired ;"  but  somehow  the  order  was  not  carried  out, 
for  in  October,  1701,  the  Council,  "  considering  that  about 
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WMtsunday,  1700,  the  Bailies  for  the  time  being  took  a 
house  from  Bailie  Reid  for  the  schoolmaster^s  use,  in  respect 
the  schoolhonse  for  the  time  was  not  repaired,  and  the  said 
Bailie  Bdd  being  content  to  refer  himself  in  the  Council's 
will,  have  therefore  allowed  him  nine  pounds  scots  (15s.)  as 
a  half-yearns  rent  from  Whitsunday,  1700,  to  Martinmas 
next."  And  having  again  taken  under  their  consideration 
the  bad  condition  of  the  schoolhonse ;  '*  that  it  wants  thatch, 
and  by  reason  of  the  late  great  storms  and  rains  the  same  is 
much  augmented,  have  therefore  ordained  the  Bailies  to 
repair  the  same,  and  the  same  to  be  righted  by  John  Adam 
and  William  Love  with  the  Bailies,  and  have  ordained  the 
said  Bailies  to  repair  what  others  it  stands  in  need  of." 

At  the  end  of  the  year  1700,  Mr.  Wm.  Dougall  ceased 
to  be  schoolmaster,  after  having  filled  the  situation  for 
about  two  years ;  but  the  Council  minutes  do  not  state  the 
cause  of  his  leaving.  He  afterwards  became  a  merchant  in 
the  town,  married  Margaret  Park,  daughter  of  Robert  Park,- 
writer,  and  was  made  a  burgess  6th  September,  1707,  when 
he  is  styled  **  Mr.  William."  He  entered  the  Council  6th 
October,  1707,  and  continued  in  it  till  1710.  All  the  other 
members  of  Council,  including  the  Bailies,  are  simply  named 
without  the  title  of  Mr.  being  prefixed,  but  he  is  always 
dignified  as  "Mr."  Wm.  Dougall.  The  first  intimation  of 
the  election  of  Mr.  John  Campbell,  who  succeeded  Mr.  Wm. 
Dougall,  is  in  a  minute  of  Council,  dated  15th  November, 
1701,  but  which  was  not  entered  in  the  minute  book 
at  the  proper  time,  in  consequence  '^of  the  throngness  of 
the  harvest  time,"  Mr.  John  Campbell,  the  new  School- 
master, was  to  have  twelve  loads  of  coals  yearly  in  addition 
to  his  salary.  The  minute  at  this  date  is  as  follows: — 
"  They  have  this  day  booked  the  contract  made  betwixt 
th^n  and  Mr.  John  Campbell,  late  Schoolmaster  at  Cum- 
nock, now  present  Schoolmaster  in  this  Burgh,  which  is 
dated  the  thirty  day  of  August  last,  and  which  was  not 
then  marked  in  respect  of  the  throngness  of  the  harvest 
time,  the  contents  thereof  is  as  follows — That  his  entr)'  is 
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at  Hallowday  now  last,  and  his  salary  two  hundred  merka 
scots  money  yearly,  payable  at  Candlemas  and  T<ammaji 
by  equal  portions,  beginning  the  first  term's  payment  thereof 
at  the  term  of  Candlemas  last  by  past,  and  twelve  loads  of 
coals  at  his  dwelling  house  yearly." 

How  long  Mr.  John  Campbell  held  the  situation  the 
Council  Records  do  not  show,  neither  do  they  state  when 
his  successor,  Mr.  George  Glen,*  was  appointed.  We  find, 
however,  that  on  16th  November,  1703,  *'Mr.  George  Glen, 
Grammar  School  Master,  having  nominated  Mr.  James 
Alexander  to  be  his  Doctor,  the  said  Bailies  and  Council 
have  approved  thereof  and  consented  thereto,  and  allowed 
him  the  old  man's  salary."  This  new  doctw,  we  after- 
wards learn,  was  the  son  of  John  Alexander,  merchant, 
burgess  of  Paisley. 

The  first  notice  in  the  Council  Records  of  dramatic  per- 
formances by  the  teachers  and  their  scholars  in  the  Gram- 
mar School  is  on  17th  August,  1705,  and  the  minute  is  as 
follows : — **  The  said  day  they  have  by  plurality  of  votes 
allowed  to  George  Glen,  Master  of  the  Grammar  School, 
and  Mr.  James  Alexander,  doctor,  twenty  pounds  scots 
(£1  13s.  4d.)  towards  the  defraying  of  the  expenses  of 
their  acting  of  BeUwn  Qramaiicalef  and  also  for  their  further 
encouragement,  promise  to  erect  a  theatre  at  their  own 
expense."  At  a  period  long  before  this,  there  were  dram- 
atic performances  in  the  Burgh,  but  it  is  not  stated  in  the 
Council  Itec<»rds  that  either  the  Schoolmaster  or  the  scholars 
had  anything  to  do  with  them,  although  it  is  veiy  likely  they 

*  Mr.  James  Houston,  M.D:,  bom  in  1690;  of  the  family  of  flonstoon, 
Johnstone  Castle,  in  his  antobiography  published  in  1753,  states  '*  I  was 
taught  the  radiments  of  learning  by  my  father's  chaplain,  who  was  a  good 
Latin  soholar,  and  understood  the  Greek  language  very  welL  He  was 
afterwards  Master  of  the  Grammar  School  <^  Paisley,  where  I  was  pnt 
nnder  his  care.**  He  went  from  thence  to  the  Universi^  of  Glasgow, 
but  does  not  give  any  dates.  Mr.  Glen  was  the  master  before  1703,  and 
continued  tiU  1713 ;  and,  looking  to  Bfr.  Houstoun's  age,  there  is  every 
probability  that  Mr.  Glen  was  the  chaplain  here  referred  to^  and  who  was 
Afterwards  Master  <^  the  Grammar  Schod. 
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had.    This  sub ject  came  before  the  Council  on  the  13th 
Majy  1620,  when  a  proposal  was  made  that  a  sum  should 
be  granted  to  assist  in  paying  the  expenses  connected  with 
performances  of  that  kind,  but  they  were  not  so  unani- 
mous in  voting  any  portion  of  the  public  money  as  they 
were    at    this    time.      As    this  minute   is    curious    and 
interesting,    we    here    give    it    in    full:  —  "The    which 
day  convened  in    the  Council  House    of  the  Burgh  of 
Paisley,    Andrew    Crawford  and  John    Algie,    younger, 
Bailies  of  the  said  burgh,  Thomas  Inglis,  John  Hutchison, 
Claud    Ebunilton,     Bobert    Craig,    John    Love,    wright, 
Thomas  Knox,   Thomas  Brown,   John  Henderson,  John 
Fyfe,  John   Craig,  James  Maxwell,  William  Cumming, 
and  John  Wallace,  Councillors  of  the  said  Burgh,  Who, 
having  heard,  seen,  and  considered  the  supplication  given 
in  heiore  them  to  help  and  supply  to  a  pleasant  invention 
and  play,  to  be  plaid  within  the  said  Burgh  upon  the 
day  of  May  instant,  and  being  ripely  advised  therewith,  the 
said  Bailies  and  Council  grant  to  the  said  play  the  sum  of 
twenty  pounds  money  (33s.  4d.)  of  the  unlaws  that  shall 
liaj^n  to  be  got  within  the  said  Burgh  next  hereafter, 
(except  Thomas  Inglis,  Thomas  Whiteford,  and  James 
Maxwell,  who  dissented  that  any  supply  or  help  should  be 
given  to  the  said  play  of  the  common  good  of  the  Buigh,) 
and  after  the  granting  of  the  said  sum  of  twenty  pounds, 
the  said  ^ole  Bailies  and   Council  protested  that  tiie 
granting  and  giving  thereof  should  be  no  preparative  in 
any  year  or  time  coming." 

It  appears  the  money  voted  was  to  be  taken  from  the 
funds  that  were  obtained  from  persons  who  were  fined  at 
the  Burgh  Court,  and  that  three  of  the  Councillors  dis- 
sented from  the  vote  to  give  this  money ;  but  the  whole  of 
the  Councillors  were  unanimously  of  opinion  that  this  grant 
should  not  thereafter  be  held  as  forming  a  precedent  for 
giving  money  for  any  similar  purpose. 

Mr.  Hume,  the  master  of  the  High  School,  Edinburgh, 
at  the  end  of  the  sixteenth  century,  revised  and  published 
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this  bumorous  tragic  comedy  of  Bellvm  Grammaticale  in 
Latin,  which  was  founded  on  Guarna's  work  on  the  same 
sabject  printed  at  Antwerp  at  the  conmiencement  of  the 
sixteenth  century.  Its  object  was  to  caricature  the  Roman 
Catholic  religion.  More  than  a  hundred  years  previous  to 
this  time,  this  play  was  very  often  performed  in  the  Grammar 
Schools  in  England  and  Scotland.  The  Town  Council  of 
Paisley  did  not,  however,  appear  to  be  so  enamoured  with 
the  performance  of  this  comedy  by  the  teachers  and  scholars 
as  the  Town  Council  of  Edinbuigh.  In  1598,  that  body 
authorised  the  Treasurer  to  purchase,  for  the  use  of  the 
scholars  and  masters  in  the  High  School,  when  acting  this 
play,  gray  doth  for  five  dresses  to  represent  those  worn  by 
Friars,  and  also  red  cloth  to  represent  the  official  costume  of 
the  Pope  and  Cardinals.  The  resolution  of  the  Paisley 
Town  Council  to  erect  a  theatre  was,  of  course,  never 
carried  out,  and  is  not  afterwards  referred  to. 

Mr.  James  Alexander,  the  doctor  of  the  Grammar  School, 
appears  to  have  been  a  zealous  teacher,  though  greatly 
underpaid.  On  18th  December,  1705,  the  Council  had 
"  a  supplication  given  in  by  Mr.  James  Alexander,  doctor  of 
the  Grammar  School,  representing  that  the  salary  allowed 
him  is  very  mean,  and,  therefore,  craving  something  to  be 
added  thereto.  They  having  considered  the  same,  together 
with  his  great  pains  in  exercising  the  said  function,  they 
have  allowed  him  half  a  guinea,  extending  in  money  to 
seven  pounds  two  shillings,  to  buy  some  necessaries  with, 
and  ordains  the  Clei^  to  draw  a  precept  therefor  on  the 
Treasurer."  We  have  no  information  as  to  what  the 
feelings  of  this  worthy  doctor  were  on  learning  that  the 
Council  had  voted  him  the  munificent  sum  of  half  a  guinea 
in  response  to  his  application  for  assistance. 

Mr.  Gkorge  Glen,  the  master  of  the  school,  seems  likewise 
to  have  been  an  ^cient  and  able  teacher,  and  the  Council 
marked  their  high  sense  of  this,  not  by  increasing  his 
emoluments,  but  by  creating  him  a  Burgess.  The  Council 
minute  which  records  this  is  dated  25th  January,  1706,  and  is 
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as  follows :— "  The  said  day  the  Bailies  and  Council  have 
created  Mr.  George  Glen,  Master  of  the  Grammar  School, 
bnrgess  of  this  burgh,  granting  to  him  the  whole  privileges 
and  immunities  thereof,  use  and  wont ;  who  compeared  and 
made  faith  as  use  is,  and  whose  fine  is  given  down  for  his 
good  service  done  and  to  be  done  to  the  burgh.**  It  will  be 
observed  that  this  honour  is  given  by  the  Council  not  merely 
for  his  past  services,  but  for  what  he  is  expected  to  do 
in  the  future. 

In  this  same  month  John  Heriot,  son  of  John  Heriot, 
baker,  student  in  the  Universiiy  of  Glasgow,  presented  a 
petition  to  the  Council  '^  craving  some  allowance  from  the 
town  to  enable  him  to  continue  at  his  studies :  they  have 
allowed  him  ten  merks"  (1  Is.  l-^*)* 

On  10th  January,  1707,  Mr.  James  Alexander,  Doctor 
of  the  Gnunmar  School,  again  applied  to  the  Council  for 
an  addition  to  his  salary,  in  consequence  of  the  '^  paucity 
of  the  scholars  and  the  meanness  of  his  salary,"  and 
they  ordained  the  Treasurer  to  pay  to  him  half-a-guinea 
beside  his  ordinary  salaiy,  for  his  better  encouragement." 
His  case  is  again  brought  up  the  30th  January,  1708.  Mr. 
Alexander  does  not  appear  in  this  instance  to  have  appUed 
to  the  Council  for  an  increase  of  salary,  but  they  take  up 
the  subject  themselves,  and  on  that  account  we  would 
naturally  expect  that  something  would  be  really  done  for 
him.  As  on  the  two  previous  occasions,  however,  they  again 
presented  him  with  the  sum  of  half-a-guinea,  *'  to  buy  a  new 
hat."  The  minute  on  this  subject  runs  thus — "  The  said 
day  they  have  allowed  to  Mr.  James  Alexander,  Doctor  of 
the  Grammar  School,  seven  pounds  two  shillings  to  buy  a 
new  hat  with,  towards  his  farther  encouragement  for  his 
pains  in  attending  to  the  school,  and  which  by  and  attoure 
his  salary."  This  gift  of  half-a-guinea  to  the  doctor  has 
certainly  the  appearance  of  being  very  small ;  but  perhaps 
it  should  not  altogether  be  looked  upon  according  to  its 
mere  money  value.  It  is  quite  likely  that  the  doctor  had 
not  got  a  hat,  and  vexy  probably  also  he  had  nothing  better 
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time  than  a  bonnet,  and  that  thej 
d  appearance^  considering  the  important 
held,  was  incomplete  without  a  hat. 
)  new  hat  may  be  looked  upon  as  a  gif  t, 

money  given  to  him.  This  was  not, 
me  the  Council  had  under  their  con- 
:t  of  wearing  hats,  and  that  by  them- 

occasions,  they  expressed  their  opinion 
Id  not  be  properly  dressed  unless  he  had 

Anything  else  worn  by  themselves  as 
ngly  objected  to ;  and  this  is  the  only 
regarding  which  they  ever  attempted  to 
any  of  themselves  for  not  wearing.  On 
>17^  the  Council  passed  the  following 
[ay  it  is  statute  and  ordained  that  none 
ithin  the  burgh,  come  to  the  Council 
m  dasse  in  the  kirk,  without  hats,  nor 
3  to  enter  in  the  said  dasse  in  the  kirk 
esently  upon  the  Council  or  has  been 
This  resolution  was  confirmed  on  the 

*^Iiemj  they  ratify  the  Act  that  none 
me  to  head  courts  nor  sit  in  the  town 
md  ordains  the  same  to  be  put  to 
of  20s."  (Is.  8d.)  This  resolution  of 
ive  been  more  complete  had  it  stated 
were  in  the  habit  of  using  instead  of  a 
X)hibited  by  this  Act.  It  is  very  likely 
e  bonnet"  that  was  here  objected  to, 
ppose  it  to  be  possible  that  any  of  the 

to  come  with  their  nightcaps  on. 
ig  (January,  1709),  Mr.  Alexander  re- 
i  to  the  Council  for  some  additional 
id  the  Treasurer  to  pay  him  ten  pounds 
lerling.  At  the  same  time  in  the 
nade  another  representation  to  the 
ary,  because  "by  the  reason  of  his 
!  school,  and  his  small  encouragement,** 
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and  they  allowed  the  Treasurer  to  pay  him  twenty  merks, 
or  22s.  3d.  sterling.  Mr.  Alexander  was  most  persevering 
in  his  applications  for  farther  assistance,  for  again  in  Jannaiy, 
1711,  he  wished  ^^  an  augmentation  of  his  salary  by  reason 
of  the  great  toil  he  has,  and  paucity  of  scholars,"  and  they 
allowed  him  twenty  pounds  scots,  or  338.  4d.  sterling.  On 
28th  January,  1712,  he  did  not  apply  for  more  saUuy,  but 
the  Council  allowed  him  "  twenty  pounds  scots,  which  they 
ordain  the  Treasurer,  John  Love,  to  pay  the  same  at 
Candlemas  next,  and  by  and  attoure  his  ordinary  fiall,  and 
that  in  consideration  of  his  extraordinary  pains  in  attending 
of  the  said  Grammar  School,  and  ordains  the  Clerk  to  give 
him  an  extract  of  this  act,  which,  with  his  receipt,  shall  be 
allowed  to  the  Treasurer  in  his  general  discharge." 

At  this  time,  Mr.  Gkorge  Glen  had  been  about  ten  years 
master  in  the  Grammar  School,  and  had  given  satisfaction 
to  the  Town  Council,  in  so  far  at  any  rate  as  no  complaints 
are  made  against  him  in  their  records.  But  on  the  24th 
July,  1713,  the  Council  resolved  to  dismiss  him  from  his 
situation,  and  the  following  long  and  minute  resolution  will 
give  the  best  explanation  of  their  reasons  for  doing  so : — 
^*  The  said  day  they  having  taken  to  their  consideration  the 
manifold  complaints  made  by  the  burgesses  against  Mr. 
George  Glen,  Master  of  the  Grammar  School,  complaints  of 
his  frequent  misbehaviour,  partly  flowing  from  his  want  of 
authority  among  the  scholars,  and  partly  from  his  not- 
attendance  upon  them  in  the  school;  and  having  caused 
read  before  them  the  contract  of  agreement  betwixt  him 
and  the  Magistrates  of  the  Burgh,  they  have  therefore 
unanimously  agreed  to  remove  the  said  Mr.  George  Glen 
from  his  said  function  of  being  schoolmaster  to  the  Grammar 
School  of  Paisley,  and  hereby  quit  and  remove  him  for  that 
end ;  and  recommends  to  the  Bailies,  or  either  of  them,  to 
intimate  this  act  unto  him  a  quarter-of  *a-year  before 
Michaelmas  next,  which  is  hereby  appointed  to  be  the 
term  of  his  r^noval,  and  to  desire  him  to  provide  for  him- 
self, they  having  no  more  service  for  him,  hereby  empower- 
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ing  the  Bailies  as  aforesaid  to  intimate  this  to  the  said  Mr. 
George  Glen  before  notary  and  witnesses*" 

In  the  following  year  Mr.  Glen  applied  for  some  arrears 
of  salary,  and  the  Council  on  13th  July,  1714,  ordered  the 
Treasurer  to  give  him  ^^  eighteen  pounds  scots  to  assist  him 
in  order  to  die  transportation  of  himself  and  family  for 
Glasgow,  and  that  this  is  in  satisfaction  of  all  he  can  ask  or 
crave  from  the  Town  preceding  this  date." 

Mr.  James  Alexander,  who  had  been  doctor  in  the 
Grammar  School  for  ten  years,  was  chosen  by  the  Town 
Council  to  be  the  successor  of  Mr.  George  Glen.  He  was 
a  steady  and  an  efficient  teacher,  as  we  may  suppose,  when 
the  Council  deemed  him  worthy  of  this  promotion.  On 
30th  September,  1713,  they  ^'unanimously  agreed  that  Mr. 
James  Alexander,  doctor  to  Mr.  George  Glen,  be  Master  of 
the  Grammar  School  for  the  year  to  come ;"  and  on  the 
16th  October  following,  they  "called  Mr.  James  before 
them,  who  has  accepted  on  him  the  said  office  for  a  year  to 
come,  during  which  time  he  obliges  himself  to  be  faithful 
in  the  trust  reposed  in  him,  and  punctually  to  attend  the 
school;  and  on  their  part  the  Bailies  and  Council  oblige 
themselves  to  pay  the  ordinary  salary,  which  is  200  merks 
(£11  2s.  2}d.)  yearly,  and  thereby  assign  to  him  the 
whole  rights  and  perquisites  and  emoluments  due  to  the 
Master  of  the  said  Grammar  School  of  Paisley,  forth  and 
from  the  term  of  Martmmas  next,  which  is  hereby  declared 
to  be  the  said  Mr.  James,  his  entry  to  the  said  schooL" 

The  Coundl  had  not,  for  a  considerable  time,  taken  any 
steps  for  the  suppression  of  private  schools;  but  on  12Ui 
October,  1714,  "they  ordain  —  Pinkerton,  schoolmaster  in 
Causeyside,  to  be  removed  from  teaching  against  Martinmas 
next,  in  respect  he  is  not  a  freeman,  nor  freeman's  son,  and 
prejudices  the  Master  of  the  English  School." 

Since  Mr.  James  Alexander's  appointment  as  master,  he 
had  been  without  an  assistant ;  but  on  6th  November,  1714, 
'<Mr.  John  Craig,  with  consent  of  the  Bailies  and  Council, 
engages  himself  to  serve  as  doctor  to  the  Grammar  School 
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of  Paisley  for  a  year  to  come,  for  which  he  Is  to  hare  the 
ordinary  emolnments  dae  to  the  doctor,  and  at  the  same  time 
refers  himself  to  the  Bailies  and  Council  what  additional 
salary  they  shall  please  allow  him.''  In  Januaiy  following^ 
the  Council  ordered  the  Treasurer  to  pay  him  '' twenty 
pounds  scots  in  a  compliment  over  and  above  his  ordinary 
salary." 

For  a  considerable  time  past,  little  had  been  stated  regard- 
ing the  amount  of  the  school  wages  payable  by  the  scholars 
in  the  Grammar  School,  and  it  certainly  is  very  interesting 
to  learn  what  these  were  at  this  and  other  periods.  This 
subject,  however,  came  before  the  Council  on  29th  January, 
1715,  when,  before  fixing  what  these  wages  should  be,  they 
condemn  the  inhabitants  for  their  conduct  towards  the 
teachers.  The  following  is  a  copy  of  the  resolution : — **They 
having  taken  to  their  consideration  the  ingratitude  of  some 
buigesses,  with  their  mean  payments  of  their  children's 
quarter  wages  to  the  master  and  doctor  of  the  Grammar 
School*  they  enact  that,  in  all  time  coming,  the  burgesses 
shall  be  liable  in  payment  to  the  master  in  twelve  shillings 
scots  or  Is.  at  least,  and  to  the  doctor  of  the  Grammar 
School  six  shillings  scots,  or  6d.  sterling  quarterly  at 
least  thereafter:  this  to  endure  during  the  Bailies  and 
Council's  pleasure."  It  will  thus  be  seen  that  each  scholar 
paid  Is.  to  the  master,  and  6d.  to  the  doctor,  quarterly  of 
school  wages,  or,  in  all,  Is.  6d. 

The  new  master,  Mr.  James  Alexander,  must  at  this  time 
have  been  still  continuing  to  satisfy  the  Council  in  the 
discharge  of  his  duties,  for,  at  this  date,  they  voted  him 
^ten  merks  scots,  or  lis.  Id.  sterling,  above  his  ordinaiy 
salaiy,  for  his  diligence  in  his  station." 

The  Council,  also,  must  have  been  pleased  with  Mr.  John 
Craig,  whom  they  had  recently  appointed  to  be  doctor,  for 
they,  on  27th  April,  1716,  "appoint  the  Treasurer  to  pay 
Mr.  John  Craig,  doctor  of  the  Grammar  School,  one  guinea 
of  gold  for  his  encouragement."  But  he  must  have  left 
some  time  previous  to  May,  1717,  for  we  find  that  Mr. 
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Hugh  Maxwell  has  suooeeded  him ;  and,  on  that  date,  the 
Council  voted  eighteen  pounds  scots,  or  £1  lOs^  to  him  in  a 
compliment  in  addition  to  his  ordinary  salary.  In  the  same 
month  of  the  following  year,  they  **  allowed  him  the  sum 
[>f  twelre  pounds  scots  in  name  of  gratuity." 

In  December,  1718,  Mr.  James  Alexander,  master  of  the 
Grammar  School,  was  entered  as  a  Burgess  of  the  Burgh  of 
Paisley,  but  not  as  an  honorary  one,  for  it  is  stated  that 
'he  paid  to  the  Treasurer  eight  shillings  and  eightpence 
icots  for  a  burgess  fine." 

In  April,  in  the  following  year,  the  Council  paid  to  Hugh 
tiiaxwell,  the  doctor,  the  sum  of  twenty  pounds  scots  in 
name  of  gratuity,  and  in  the  two  following  years  a  similar 
lum  also  as  a  gratuity.  On  16th  June,  1721,  he  appears  to 
iiave  left  this  situation,  for  Mr.  John  Sclater  was  on  that 
late  appointed  in  the  following  terms : — <<  The  said  day  John 
Plater,  son  to  Robert  Sclater,  merchant  in  Paisley,  engages 
limself  to  serve  as  doctor  to  the  Grammar  School  of  Paisley 
:or  one  year  to  come,  commencing  from  the  date  hereof,  for 
^hich  he  is  to  have  the  ordinary  salary  paid  to  former 
lectors,  but  in  the  meantime  refers  himself  to  the  Bailies 
md  Council  as  to  what  additional  encouragement  they  shall 
hink  fit.  And  he  is  to  make  premonition  to  the  Bailies  and 
Council  six  weeks  preceding  the  term  at  which  he  shall 
lesire  to  be  free,  and  they  to  give  him  the  like  premonition." 
'n  April,  in  the  following  year,  the  Council  gave  him 
wenty  pounds  scots  in  name  of  gratuity. 

On  the  10th  April,  1724,  the  CouncU  appointed  Mr. 
Fohn  Stewart  to  be  the  successor  to  the  last  named  doctor, 
»n  the  same  terms  and  conditions ;  and,  in  1725,  the  year 
ollowing,  they  paid  him  twenty  pounds  scots  in  name  of 
;ratuity. 

Mr.  James  Alexander  had  now  been  in  the  Granmiar 
>chool  as  doctor  and  teacher  for  about  22  years,  a  much 
[)nger  period  than  the  most  of  his  predecessors.  On  16th 
Lpril,  1725,  he,  however,  resigned  his  situation,  and  it  is 
ecorded  in  these  terms  without  any  other  explanation : — 
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"  Mr.  James  Alexander,  Master  of  the  Grammar  School  of 
Paisley,  has  given  in  a  demission  signifying  that  he  is  willing 
to  demit  his  post  as  schoolmaster  at  Martinmas  noct,  of  tb.e 
which  demission  they  have  accepted." 

On  22d  November,  1723,  Mr.  Alexander  became  a  mem- 
b»  of  the  Incorporation  of  Tailors,  *^  subscribed  the  charter 
or  agreement,  and  paid  unto  the  box  one  pound  ten  shillings 
scots  (2s.  6d.),  and  which  is  laid  up  in  the  box.  And  further 
added  another  half-crown."  In  the  same  month,  in  the 
following  year,  he  was  "  elected  one  of  the  Masters  of  the 
Trade  for  a  year  to  come,"  and  this  appointment  was  renewed 
at  the  next  election  on  2nd  November,  17^5. 

In  appointing  a  successor  to  Mr.  Alexander  the  Council 
departed  from  the  practice  that  had  hitherto  been  always 
adopted,  of  having  a  master  and  an  assistant,  or  a  doctor, 
as  he  was  called.  On  this  occasion  they  appointed  two 
masters,  one  of  whom  was  the  present  doctor,  Mr.  John 
Stewart.  The  minute  of  15th  October,  1725,  describing 
the  election,  is  as  follows : — ^^They  have  nominated  Mr.  John 
Stewart,  Doctor  of  the  Grammar  School  of  Paisley,  and  Mr. 
John  Bowie,  Student  of  Theology,  jointly  to  be  Masters  of 
the  Gbammar  School,  and  that  during  the  Bailies'  and 
Council's  pleasure,  aUenarly.  And  that  the  ordinary  salaries 
and  other  emoluments  of  the  school,  formerly  belonging  to 
master  and  doctor,  are  to  be  divided  equally  betwixt  them ; 
and  compeared  the  said  Mr.  John  Stewart  and  Mr.  John 
Bowie^  who,  accordingly,  accepted  and  engaged."*  Three 
months'  notice  was  to  be  given  by  either  party  before  any 
separation  took  place.  In  April  of  the  year  following  the 
Coundl  allowed  the  two  masters  twenty  poimds  scots  in 
name  of  gratuity,  but  the  Becord  does  not  state  whether 
each  of  them  was  to  get  that  sum,  or  whether  it  was  to  be 
divided  between  them.  Most  likely  the  latter  would  be  the 
case. 

In  1726  some  repairs  were  ordered  to  be  made  in  the 

*  Mr.  Stewart  was  the  last  Doctor  in  the  Grammar  School,  as  no  one 
afterwards  was  appointed  to  fill  that  situation. 
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jrammar  School,  inclading  a  vent  being  pat  up.  In  the 
ear  following,  the  Coondl  ordained  that  '^the  Grammar 
school  house  be  repaired  and  made  habitable  for  the 
oasters." 

About  this  time  Mi.  James  Alexander,  the  late  master, 
Qust  hare  died,  for  we  find  the  following  entzy  on  18th 
lay,  1727: — "The  said  day  they  have  booked  Hugh 
Uexander,  weaver  in  Gorbals,  of  Glasgow,  as  nearest  and 
awful  heir  to  the  deceased  Mr.  James  Alexander,  late 
Schoolmaster  of  the  Grammar  School  of  Paisley,''  in  some 
ands  at  Greenhill. 

Mr.  John  Bowie,  besides  being  a  Master  in  the  School, 
Jso  held  the  important  office  of  Clerk  to  the  Presbytery  of 
Paisley;  for  on  15th  May,  1739,  the  Council  ordained 
hirty  shillings  to  be  paid  to  him,  such  "being  his  dues 
ment  the  call  and  admission  of  Mr.  Robert  Mitchell,  now 
oinister  of  the  new  ejected  parish,  within  the  Burgh  of 
?aisley."  At  the  time  also  of  erecting  the  first  church 
nthin  the  Burgh,  the  Master  of  the  Grammar  School  (very 
ikely  the  other  master,  Mr.  John  Stewart,)  Clerk  to  the 
>ession  of  the  Abbey,  or  old  Parish  of  Paisley,  was  continued 
»f  consent  of  the  Magistrates,  Clerk  to  the  Session  of  the 
lew  erected  church  for  some  time. 

The  first  movement  made  by  the  Council  after  the  Town 
¥as  disjoined  from  the  Abbey  Parish  and  made  a  separate 
)arish,  was  to  have  the  schoolmasters  act  as  session  clerks 
ind  precentors  in  the  respective  parishes.  This  step  was 
aken  on  9th  May,  1742,  when  they  passed  the  following 
■esolution: — "They  taking  into  consideration  that  the 
Town's  being  erected  into  a  distinct  parish  is  but  recent,  and 
hat  they  are  not  provided  in  sufficient  funds  for  the  main- 
;enance  of  schoolmasters  and  precentors  and  session  clerks, 
IS  distinct  offices,  and  that  the  new  kirk  does  at  present  want 
i  settled  session  clerk  and  precentor,  they  do,  therefore,  enact 
;hat  one  of  the  masters  of  the  Grammar  or  English  Schools, 
^ho  shall  bef  most  agreeable  to  the  ministers  and  Kirk 
Session,  shall  serve  in  the  office  of  Session  Clerk  or  Precentor." 
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On  26th  January,  1750,  Mr.  John  Stewart,  as  the 
Council  Becords  state,  ^^  gave  in  a  demission  of  his  office  to 
the  Bailies  and  Council,  to  take  effect  at  Martinmas  next, 
whereof  they  have  accepted  and  heijphy  accept  of  the  said 
demission."  Mr.  Stewart  first  hecame  doctor  in  the  Gram- 
mar School  in  April,  1724,  and  afterwards  joint-master  with 
Mr.  Bowie  in  1725,  aiid  had  thus  been  26  years  engaged  in 
teaching  the  scholars  there.  No  statement  is  made  by  the 
Council  either  that  they  regret  his  leaving  or  that  he  had 
discharged  his  arduous  duties  with  efficiency  during  that  long 
period.  It  may  be  taken  for  granted,  however,  that  he  had 
been  a  faithful  teacher,  otherwise  he  would  not  have  held 
these  situations  for  such  a  length  of  time.* 

Mr.  Bowie,  the  other  master,  retained  his  situation  as  the 
sole  master  till  26th  April,  1751,  when  the  Council  resolved 
to  part  with  him ;  but  their  reason  for  doing  so  is  not  given. 
The  resolution  then  come  to  was,  that  "they  ordain  the 
present  Magistrates  to  premonish  Mr.  John  Bowie,  Master 
of  the  Grammar  School,  that  he  is  to  remove  from  his  said 
office  of  Schoolmaster  at  Lammas  next,  and  that  the  pre- 
monition be  made  to  him  three  months  preceding  the  said 
term,  in  terms  of  the  Act  of  Admission  to  the  said  officcf 

The  successor  to  Mr.  Bowie  was  Mr.  William  Ballingal, 
who  was  elected  11th  October,  1751,  and  was  to  hold  his 
office  during  the  pleasure  of  the  Council.  He  was  also  to 
receive  300  merks  or  £16  ISs.  4d.  sterling  of  yearly  salary, 
which  was  an  increase  of  100  merks  above  any  of  his 
predecessors,  and  was  to  get  "  the  dwelling-house  adjoining 
to  his  schoolhouse.''  This  was  the  highest  salary  that  had 
been  given  to  the  master  of  the  Grammar  School,  and  it  is 
the  same  at  the  present  day,  although  every  commodity  has 


*  On  18th  June,  1731,  Mr.  John  Stewart  entered  the  Incorporation  of 
Tailors. 

t  On  26th  September,  1732,  Mr.  Bowie  became  a  member  of  the  Incor- 
poration of  Tailors,  "and  ia  to  pay  fonr  pounds  scots  money  (68.  8d.), 
and  has  signed  the  Charter." 
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>een  greatly  increased  in  price  daring  the  long  period  which 
las  since  elapsed  of  one  hundred  and  twenty-three  years, 
rhere  is  no  mention  made  of  a  doctor  or  an  assistant  to  Mr. 
ktllingal,  nor  is  it  stated  whether  he  belonged  to  Paisley 
r  where  he  came  from. 

At  the  end  of  this  year,  the  attention  of  the  Council  was 
irected  to  the  conduct  of  a  person  of  the  name  of  John 
f^ Adams,  who  had  opened  a  private  school;  but  thdr 
b jections  to  him  were  not  so  much  for  doing  this^  as  because 
is  moral  character  was  objectionable.  This  is  his  histoiy, 
s  stated  in  the  Council  Becords  of  that  time : — 


"  It  appears  that  the  said  John  M 'Adams  did  procure  a  Lioenae 
rem  one  Mr.  Smith  in  Ireland,  which  he  gave  out  to  be  a  Lioense 
btained  from  the  Bishop  of  Man  (though  he  knew  it  was  not  the 
lishop  of  Man's  License,  but  that  the  same  was  signed  by  said  Mr. 
mith  personating  the  Bishop  of  Man ;  and  that  the  said  John 
['Adams  knew  that  he  was  not  the  real  Bishop  of  Man,  but  only 
isumed  that  title),  in  virtue  of  which  License  so  impetrat,  he  exer- 
ted the  sacred  office  of  a  minister  in  an  Episcopal  congregation  or 
leeting-house  at  Air,  and  administrat  the  Sacraments  of  Baptism 
id  the  Lord's  Supper  without  any  other  authority  than  the  afore- 
id  forged  License,  until  he  understood  that  a  letter  was  come  from 
le  Bishop  of  Man  disclaiming  that  he  ever  granted  any  such 
icense  to  Mr.  M 'Adams.  And  he,  dreading  he  would  be  thereby 
9tected,  ran  off  on  a  Sabbath  day  between  sermons.  As  also  there 
as  laid  before  them  a  copy  of  the  Presbytery  of  Paisley,  their 
idgment  and  opinion  concerning  the  said  John  M'Adams,  which 
as  publicly  read  from  the  pulpits  in  the  Town  and  Parish  Churches 
1  a  Sabbath  day,  and  from  whence  it  appears  that  the  Presbytery, 
ier  examination  and  due  enquiry  into  Mr.  M'Adams'  character, 
[lanimously  gave  it  as  their  judgment  that  the  said  John  M'Adams 

not  a  proper  person  to  be  intrusted  with  the  care  of  teaching 
rath.  All  which  being  duly  considered  by  the  Council,  and  they 
king  also  under  their  consideration  that  the  said  John  M'Adams, 
nee  his  elopement  from  Air,  had  attempted  to  keep  a  school  in 
lasgow  without  any  liberty  from  the  Magistrates,  and  had  been 
)tected  and  left  the  place  ;  and  that  during  his  residence  there  he 
id  been  declared  contumacious  by  one  of  the  Kirk-Sessions  in  a 
rocess  of  scandal  brought  against  him,  whereof  the  Presbytery  had 
roper  evidence  laid  before  them  ;  from  all  which  the  meeting  judge 
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thai  the  said  John  M^Adams  is  a  person  of  yery  bad  fame  and  im- 
moral character,  and  ooght  not  to  be  suffered  to  intrude  himself  as 
a  private  teacher  in  this  place,  which  is  sufficiently  provided  with 
teachers  in  the  public  schools,  whose  moral  character  and  qualifica- 
tions are  amply  attested.  And  that  a  continued  tolerance  of  the 
said  John  M'Adams  to  teach  youth  in  this  place  will  not  only  have 
a  manifest  tendency  to  discourage  the  present  masters  of  the  public 
schools,  who  have  been  approved  by  the  Council  and  installed  in 
that  office,  but  may  also  be  of  dangerous  consequence  with  respect 
to  those  taught  by  him,  they  have  therefore  resolved  and  agreed 
that  the  said  John  M'Adams  be  suppressed  from  teaching  within 
the  Burgh,  and  also  expelled  the  territories  thereof,  and  to  that 
effect  they  ordain  that  he  be  warned  by  one  of  their  officers  to 
depart  furth  of  and  leave  the  territories  of  this  Burgh  against  the 
term  of  Whitsunday  next  to  come.  And  recommend  it  to  the  pre- 
sent Magistrates  to  use  all  legal  oompulsitures  for  expelling  the  said 
John  M'Adams  furth  of  the  said  Burgh  at  the  said  term." 

This  resolution  of  the  Council  illustrates^  in  a  most  strik- 
ing manner,  the  powers  which  they  and  other  Magistrates 
and  Town  Councils  possessed  at  that  time;  but  we  cannot 
overlook  the  fact  that,  in  this  case,  at  any  rate,  these  powers 
were  exercised  so  far  as  they  thought  for  the  protection  of  the 
morals  of  the  rising  generation  in  the  community.  This  is 
the  last  time  the  Council  interfered  with  any  private  teacher 
in  the  town. 

As  illustrating  the  history  of  the  town,  and  the  vigilance 
with  which  the  Town  Council  watched  over  the  conduct  of 
the  inhabitants  at  this  period,  we  give  the  following  resolu- 
tion which  they  passed  on  17th  April,  1752  : — "iSiey  also 
ordain  the  visitors  or  privay  censurers  to  be  appointed  for 
takingnotice  of  those  who  vague  ojp  stroll  on  the  streets  or 
in  the  fields  on  the  Sabbath  day,  as  formerly  was  appointed.'* 

In  1753  the  old  Grammar  School  house,  erected  in  1586, 
was  taken  down,  and  a  new  and  larger  building  was  erected 
on  the  same  site,*  at  a  cost  of  about  £298.      We  give  a 


*  The  Report  hy  Commiasioiien  on  the  state  of  Middle  dan  Schools 
in  Scotland  in  1868,  eta,  states  that  «in  1756  the  School  was  remoTed 
farther  up  the  Wynd;"  bat  this,  as  will  be  afterwards  seen,  is  a  mistake. 
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front  iUustration  of  it  as  it  now  stands  as  No.  4  in  the 
School  Wynd.  At  present  the  ground  floor  is  nsed  as  a 
candle  work,  and  the  rest  of  it  as  dwelling  houses.  The 
Town  Council,  in  order  to  enlarge  the  School^  bought  AtMn 
*^  Robert  CampbeU,  Doctor  of  Physic  in  Paisley,**  and  pro- 
prietor of  the  ground  south  of  the  Grammar  School,  a  piece 
of  ground  extending  to  five  feet  eight  inches,  from  the  back 
of  the  School,  and  the  whole  breadth  of  the  ground  belonging 
to  him,  which  apparently  was  the  length  of  the  School.  He 
also  came  under  an  obligation  not  to  erect  any  wall  or  house 
nearer  than  eighteen  feet  from  the  new  souUi  boundary  of 
the  building,  that  the  lights  of  the  School  might  not  be 
injured.*  There  can,  therefore,  be  no  doubt  that  the  second 
school  was  built  upon  the  site  of  the  first  one,  and  that  it 
was  made  five  feet  eight  inches  wider.  The  money  to  re- 
erect  the  school  was  raised  by  a  tax  on  beer.f  This  tax  was  first 
imposed  in  1753,  when  the  Town  Coundl  obtained  an  Act 
of  Parliament  giving  them  power,  for  thirty-one  years,  to  levy 
^  a  duty  of  two  pennies  scots,  or  one-sixth  of  a  penny  sterlings 
over  and  above  the  duty  on  excise,  paid  or  payable  to  his 
Majesty,  his  heirs  and  successors,  upon  every  scots  pint  of 
ale,  that  shall  be  either  brewed,  brought  into,  tapped,  or  sold 
within  the  said  Town  of  Paisley  and  liberties  thereof."  The 
money  derived  from  this  tax  was  to  be  applied  ^^  to  make  the 
river  navigable,  build  a  prison,  court  house,  school  house, 
house  of  correction,  or  remove  the  shambles  to  some  more 
commodious  place.**  During  the  time  this  Act  was  in  opera- 
tion only  £2,674  3s.  7d.  was  received  from  the  tax,  and  it 
was  expended  as  follows : — 

Expense  of  obtaining  Act, £271     1    8 

Building  of  a  Grammar  School, 298    0    0 


*DiBpo8itionbyDr.  Campbell  to  the  Town  Cooncil,  dated  7th  October, 
1753. 

t  This  acooimt  about  the  beer  tax,  and  the  application  of  ^t,  ia  taken 
from  a  pamphlet  pnbliahed  anonymonsly  in  Paisley  in  1786.  The  Goimcil 
Beoorda  give  no  information  about  the  coat  of  erecting  the  School 
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Building  Prison  and  Court  House, 1,053  7  0 

Building  a  Flesh  Market  and  Slaughter 

House,....; 965  8  0 

Laid  out  in  deepening  the  Kiver, 86  6  11 


£2,674  3  7 
On  20th  July,  1758,  seven  years  after  his  appointment, 
Mr.  Ballingal  resigned  his  situation  as  master  of  the 
Grnunmar  School.  The  Council  accepted  the  same,  and 
"ordained  public  notice  to  be  ^ven  of  the  vacancy  that 
will  be  of  the  said  office,  in  order  that  the  community  may 
be  in  proper  time  supplied.*'  On  the  8th  September  follow- 
ing, the  Council  "appointed  Mr.  William  Bald,  schoolmaster 
at  Ejrkliston,  near  Edinburgh,  to  succeed  Mr.  Ballingal, 
and  to  have  the  same  salary  and  school  perquisites,  and  to 
have  a  dwelling-house  to  reside  in,  in  the  Grammar  School." 
This  shows  that  the  master  then  lived  in  a  dwelling-house 
above  the  school. 

On  15th  May,  1761,  the  Council  elected  Mr.  John 
Davidson,  doctor  of  the  Qrammar  School  of  Dundee,  to  be 
his  successor.  He  was  to  have  the  same  salary  and  school 
fees,  with  the  dwelling-house  that  Mr.  Bald  possessed,  "  with 
this  provision,  that  Mr.  John  Davidson  is  to  give  three 
months'  warning  to  the  Magistrates  and  Council  before  he 
leaves  his  charge,  in  case  he  shall  at  any  time  demit  and  be 
called  to  any  other  school,  and  in  case  the  Magistrates  and 
Council  shall,  from  faults  alleged  and  proven  respecting  his 
office^  find  cause  to  remove  him,  the  power  of  which  is 
hereby  reserved  to  them  in  that  event,  they  are  likewise 
to  give  Mr.  Davidson  the  same  warning."  These  latter  con- 
ditions were  the  same  as  when  Mr.  Bald  was  elected. 

These  conditions  are  all  perfectly  fair,  and  not  so  outrS 
as  a  restriction  that  was  applied  to  Mr.  John  Wilson,  Sector 
of  the  Orennock  Grammar  School,  when  he  was  elected, 
fifteen  years  after  this.    The  circumstances  were  these* : — 

•  Dr.  Leyden'B  Biography. 
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"In  1776,  the  Rector  of  that  Grammar  School  was  John 
Wilson,  anthor  of  a  poem  entitled  the  'Clyde.'  Before 
admitting  Mr.  Wilson  to  the  Bectorship  of  the  school,  the 
Magistrates  and  Minister  of  Greenock  stipulated  that  he 
should  abandon  '  the  profane  and  unprofitable  art  of  poem- 
making.'  To  avoid  the  temptation  of  violating  this  promise, 
which  he  esteemed  sacred,  he  took  an  early  opportntiity  of 
committing  to  the  flames  the  greater  part  of  his  unfinished 
manuscripts.  After  this,  he  never  ventured  to  touch  his 
forbidden  lyre,  though  he  often  regarded  it  with  that 
mournful  solemnity  which  the  harshness  of  dependence  and 
the  memory  of  its  departed  sounds  could  not  fail  to  inspire. 
He  seems  to  have  regarded  this  as  the  crisis  of  Ins  fate  which 
condemned  him  to  obscurity,  and  sometimes  alluded  to  it 
with  acrimony.  In  a  letter  to  his  son  George,  attending  the 
University  of  Glasgow,  dated  January  21, 1779,  he  says — *  I 
once  thought  to  live  by  the  breath  of  fame ;  but  how  miser- 
ably was  I  disappointed,  when,  instead  of  having  my 
performances  applauded  in  crowded  theatres,  and  caressed 
by  the  great, — ^for  what  will  not  a  poet-taster,  in  Ins  intoxi- 
cating delirium  of  possession,  dream?  I  was  condemned 
to  bawl  myself  to  hoarseness  to  wayward  brats,  to  cultivate 
sand,  and  wash  Ethiopians,  for  all  the  dreary  days  of  an 
obscure  life — the  contempt  of  shopkeepers  and  brutish 
skippers." 

On  16th  October,  1761,  the  Council  fixed  the  wages 
payable  by  the  scholars  in  the  Grammar  School  at  3s.  per 
quarter,  to  commence  at  Martinmas  next.  These^  wages 
were  last  fixed  on  29th  January,  1715,  when  they  were  to  be 
Is.  6d.  per  quarter. 

The  Council  Eecords  do  not  furnish  any  particulars 
regarding  Mr.  Davidson  during  the  period  he  held  his 
appointment.  Towards  the  end  of  1780,  his  health  must, 
however,  have  been  f aiUng,  for  the  Council  then  advertised 
for  a  doctor,  who  also  was  to  be  successor.  The  advertise- 
ment is  interesting,  is  as  follows,  and  is  taken  from  the 
Glasgow  Mercury  newspaper  of    7th  December    in  that 
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year : — "  Wanted,  for  the  Grammar  School  of  Paisley,  a 
Doctor  to  teach  the  said  school,  and  who,  m  case  of  vacancy, 
18  to  succeed  to  the  Rectorship.  Any  person  qualified  for 
this  office  may  send  certificates  of  their  good  character  and 
qualifications  to  Mr.  John  Davidson,  the  present  Sector,  or 
Alexander  Gibson,  Town  Clerk.  None  who  intend  the 
Ministry  need  apply.  The  salary  and  emoluments,  on  a 
moderate  computation,  will  be  about  £40  sterling  per  annum 
at  present  to  such  Doctor.  Paisley  is  a  thriving  place  in  its 
manufactures  as  well  as  inhabitants,  and  is  greatly  upon  the 
enciease.  There  always  have  been  a  very  great  number  of 
scholars  at  said  school,  and  the  encrease  of  number  may  be 
jusdy  expected.  The  candidates  for  the  office  will  undergo  a 
comparative  trial  at  Paisley,  the  19th  of  January  next."  No 
reference  is  made  to  this  matter  in  the  Council  minutes;  but 
it  is  very  doubtful  whether  a  doctor  was  appointed.  Had  Mr. 
Mungo  Heniy,  the  successor  to  Mr.  Davidson  at  the  end  of 
the  following  year,  been  first  chosen  to  be  doctor  on  the 
terms  stated  in  this  advertisement,  he  would,  it  is  very  likely, 
have  been  so  described. 

Mr.  John  Davidson,  after  filling  the  position  of  Master  of 
the  Grammar  School  for  twenty  years,  died,  and  Mr.  Mungo 
Henry  was,  on  24th  September,  1781,  chosen  by  the 
Council  to  succeed  him.  At  this  election,  the  title  of 
"Sector  of  the  Grammar  School"  is  first  applied  to  the 
teacher.  When  the  Grammar  School  was  first  established 
in  1586,  the  title  was  ^^  Schoolmaster,"  and  this  continued 
down  to  about  the  end  of  the  last  century,  when  the  title 
was  changed  to,  sometimes,  "  Grammar  School  Master,"  and 
at  other  times  "Master  of  the  Grammar  School ;"  and  now 
it  was  made  "  Rector  of  Grammar  School."  The  terms  of 
Mr.  Henry's  appointment,  in  so  far  as  his  emoluments  and 
mode  of  retiring  from  the  situation  are  concerned,  are 
precisely  the  same  as  Mr.  Davidson's.  But  the  Council 
reserved  the  power,  **if  they  think  proper,  to  choose  a 
Doctor ;"  and  if  they  do  so,  the  Bector  is  to  pay  to  him 
^one-half  of  the  quarterns  wage  of  each  scholar,  and  also  the 
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one-half  or  the  one-third  part  of  whatever  sum  shall  be  paid 
bj  each  scholar  at  Candlemas  yearly,  in  name  of  Candlemas 
offerings,  at  the  option  of  the  li^gistrates  and  Council.'* 
The  Council  also  reserved  the  power,  "  if  at  any  time  they 
find  it  convenient  to  remove  the  Grammar  School  to  any  other 
part  of  the  town,  and  the  said  Mr.  Henry  shall  be  obliged  to 
accept  of  such  house  as  they  may  build  above  or  contiguous 
to  said  school  in  place  of  the  present  house,  or  accept  of  ten 
pounds  sterling  yearly  for  said  house,  in  the  option  of  the 
Council."  Looking  to  the  latter  condition  in  this  appoint- 
ment, it  is  evident  that  the  Council  found  the  Grammar 
School,  which  they  had  erected  about  twenty-seven  years 
before,  insufficient  for  the  accommodation  of  all  the  scholars, 
and  were  contemplating  the  erection  of  a  more  commodious 
building.  An  examination  of  the  Granmiar  School  took 
place,  and  we  take  the  following  account  of  it  from  the 
Glasgow  Mercury  of  20th  September,  1782,— "This  day 
the  Grammar  School,  Paisley,  was  examined  in  presence  of 
the  Magistrates  and  Ministers  of  the  Town,  and  several 
respectable  private  gentlemen.  The  boys  in  all  the  classes 
gave  very  satisfactory  proof  of  their  proficiency,  according 
to  the  different  stages  of  their  advancement;  but  their 
judges  reckon  it  incumbent  on  them  to  add  that  those  in 
the  higher  classes  in  particular,  both  by  the  readiness  with 
which  they  translated  some  of  the  most  difficult  of  the  Latin 
Classics,  and  their  turning  several  passages  of  ancient  story 
during  the  time  of  the  examination  into  elegant  Latin, 
discovered  such  acquaintance,  not  only  with  the  principles, 
but  likewise  with  the  idiom  and  phraseology  of  that  language, 
as  might  be  expected  from  young  men  of  promising  abilities, 
under  the  instruction  of  the  weU  qualified  and  assiduous 
preceptor."  InMnediately  following  is  the  announcement 
that  "  Mr.  Henry,  the  Master  of  the  school,  begs  leave  to 
inform  the  public  that  he  is  ready  to  take  the  charge  only 
of  a  very  few  Boarders  (for  whom  he  has  convenient  accom- 
modation) that  he  may  be  able  to  give  greater  attention 
both  to  their  education  and  behaviour,  and  that  he  opens 
his  Eudiment  Class  at  the  beginning  of  April." 
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In  August,  1789,  Mr.  Hemy  sent  a  communication  to 
the  Council  complaining  of  the  condition  of  the  Grammar 
School,  and  they  appointed  the  Lyners  to  examine  it,  and 
to  report.  In  July  of  the  following  year,  the  Eev.  Dr. 
Boag  of  the  Abbey  had  also  apparently  been  taking  an 
interest  in  the  Grammar  School,  for  we  find  from  the 
Council  Records  **  that  there  was  a  petition  laid  before  the 
Council,  signed  by  Dr.  Boag  and  others,  praying  for  a  new 
Grammar  School,  and  they  agreed  to  delay  that  affair  till 
next  meeting."  The  Council,  at  that  time,  thought  of 
erecting  a  Grammar  School  in  the  School  Wynd ;  for  in 
September,  1791,  they  instruct  **  Bailie  Patison  and  the 
Treasurer  to  settle  with  Samuel  Fleming  anent  drawing  an 
estimate  of  the  Schoolhouse  in  School  Wynd;"  but  in  the 
following  month,  they  appointed  a  Committee  "  to  examine 
the  ground  between  the  High  and  Middle  Churches,  and 
give  in  a  rough  sketch  of  a  plan  for  building  a  Grammar 
School  there  against  next  meeting."  That  Committee 
afterwards  reported  'Hhat  they  are  of  opinion  there  is 
plenty  of  ground  there  for  building  a  Grammar  School;" 
and  they  were  instructed  "  to  draw  out  a  rough  sketch  of 
what  they  conceive  a  proper  plan  for  a  Grammar  School." 

At  that  period  the  boys  in  the  different  schools  were, 
through  carelessness  or  mischief,  in  the  habit  of  breaking  the 
glass  in  the  school  windows.  The  Council,  in  order  to  check 
this  and  to  secure  the  effective  surveillance  of  the  teachers 
in  carrying  it  out,  passed  the  following  resolution  in  Septem- 
ber, 1791 : — "  They  unanimously  agree  that  the  Master  of 
Works  do  repair  the  whole  of  the  glass  in  the  windows  of 
the  Grammar  and  English  Schools  belonging  to  the  Town, 
and  the  several  Masters  to  be-  obliged  to  keep  the  same  in 
repair  in  all  time  coming,  and  this  to  be  intimated  to  the 
Masters." 

Previous  to  this  it  had  been  the  custom  to  give  to  the 
different  Teachers  a  number  of  carts  of  peats  every  year 
without  any  charge,  but  on  1st  August,  1791,  "  the  Council 
agreed  to  give  no  peats  annually  to  the  schoolmasters."  Three 
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years  after  this  the  Council  "agreed  to  give  six  carts  of  peats 
to  Mr.  Henry,  or  in  lieu  thereof,  fourteen  pence  for  each 
cart,  and  his  encouragement  still  continued." 

The  Town's  schools  were  examined  on  20th  September, 
1793,  and  the  proceedings  are  described  in  an  advertisement 
which  appeared  in  the  Glasgow  Courier  of  the  24th  of  that 
month.  The  part  relating  to  the  Grammar  School  is 
as  follows: — ^*This  day  the  public  Grammar  School  was 
examined  in  presence  of  the  Magistrates,  several  members 
qf  the  Presbytery,  and  some  other  gentlemen.  The  profici- 
ency of  the  boys  in  the  Latin  language  attracted  the  highest 
satisfaction  ;  the  ease  and  accuracy  with  which  those  in  the 
higher  classes  explained  every  passage  turned  up  to  them  by 
the  gentlemen  present,  and  the  readiness  and  propriety  with 
which  all  of  them  answered  the  several  questions  put  to  them, 
were  a  pleasing  proof  of  their  having  been  instructed  with 
singular  care  in  the  principles  of  Latin  Grammar ;  and  did 
the  highest  credit  to  the  diligence  and  abilities  of  Mr.  Heniy, 
their  teacher."  This  advertisement  is  subscribed  by  the 
following  gentlemen  : — **  Walter  Young,  John  Snodgrass, 
Robert  Boag,  John  Findlay,  ministers ;  and  John  Wilson  of 
the  Grammar  School,  Glasgow."  Immediately  under,  there 
is  the  following: — ^*Mr.  Henry  has  accommodation  for 
another  Boarder  or  two.  He  would  with  pleasure  instruct 
them  in  French,  and  every  attention  would  be  given  by  Mrs. 
Henry  and  him  to  their  health  and  morals." 

In  1795  the  Council  appear  to  have  abandoned  the  pro- 
posal to  erect  a  new  Grammar  School,  for  they  appointed 
the  Lyners  to  inspect  the  Grammar  School  and  Master's 
house,  and  to  order  the  necessary  repairs  to  be  done. 

Mr.  Mungo  Henry  died  in  1797,  after  being  Rector  of  the 
Grammar  School  since  1781.  Although  we  have  few  parti- 
culars regarding  Mr.  Henry,  we  yet  know  that  he  was  most 
favourably  spoken  of,  both  as  a  good  man  and  an  efficient 
teacher,  by  those  who  were  contemporaries  with  him. 
His  remains  were  interred  in  the  High  Church  burying 
ground,  very  near  to  the  place  where  the  bodies  of  Mr.  James 
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Peddle  of  the  Town's  English  School,  and  of  Mr.  John 
Peddie  of  the  Grammar  School,  were  afterwards  laid.  The 
memorial  stone  at  his  grave  is  a  plain  head-stone,  with  the 
following  inscription ; — 

*' ERECTED   TO   THE  MEMORY   OF 

MUNGO   HENRY,   RECTOR 

OF   THE   ORAMMAR  SCHOOL,   WHO  DIED 

4th   FEB.,  1797,  AGED   40  YEARS." 

As  he  had  been  Sector  for  sixteen  years,  he  would  only  be 
twenty-four  years  of  age  when  appointed  to  fill  that 
important  situation. 

On  21st  March,  1797,  the  Town  Council  appointed  Mr. 
John  Peddie  as  successor  to  Mr.  Henry.  This  gentleman 
filled  that  position  for  a  very  long  time,  and  as  the  conditions 
of  his  appointment  were  not  afterwards  interfered  with,  we 
shall  give  the  Council  minute  in  full : — 


"  On  account  of  the  death  of  Mr.  Mungo  Henry,  Rector  of  the 
Grammar  School,  the  Council  have  made  choice  of  Mr.  John  Peddie 
to  be  Rector  of  the  School  from  Ist  April,  1797,  to  the  Ist  April, 
1798,  under  the  following  conditions  : — 

**  Prima, — He  is  to  have  a  yearly  salary  of  200  pounds,  scots  and 
three  poonds  scots  yearly,  in  lieu  of  peats  for  his  school,  with  the 
fees  or  wages  of  the  scholars,  and  the  dwelling  house  and  school- 
honse  ihi^  Mr.  Henry  occupied  (except  the  east  end  of  the  dwelling 
house  which  Mrs.  Henry  is  to  occupy  till  Whitsunday,  1798,  gratis) 
and  then  to  return  to  Mr.  Peddie. 

**  Secondly, — Mr.  Peddie  to  give  three  months'  warning  to  the 
Magistratee  and  Council  before  he  leave  hi^  charge,  in  case  he  shall 
at  any  time  demit  and  be  called  to  any  other  school. " 

''  Thirdly. — In  case  the  Magistrates  and  Council  shall  at  any  time 
think  proper  to  choose  a  doctor  to  said  school,  the  power  of  which  is 
hereby  reserved  to  them ;  in  that  case  the  said  John  Peddie  shall 
be  obliged  to  allow  and  pay  to  such  doctor  one  half  of  the  quarter's 
wages. of  each  scholar.  Also  the  one  half,  or  the  one  third  part  of 
whatever  sum  shall  be  paid  by  each  scholar  at  Candlemas  yearly  in 
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name  of  Oandlemas  offerings,  at  the  option  of  the  Magistrates  and 
Oonncil  for  the  time  being. 

'^  FowiMy, — If  the  Magistrates  and  Oonncil  shall  at  any  time 
find  it  conyenient  to  remore  the  Grammar  School  to  any  other  part 
of  the  Town,  the  said  Mr.  John  Peddie  shall  be  obliged  to  accept  of 
such  house  as  they  build  aboye  or  contiguous  to  said  school  in  place 
of  the  present  house,  or  accept  of  ten  pounds  stg.  for  said  house,  in 
the  option  of  the  CounciL 

^'Fifthly, — The  said  Mr.  Peddie  shall  be  obliged,  on  his  own 
expense,  during  his  incumbency,  to  keep  in  repair  the  glass  of  the 
whole  windows  in  said  school  and  houses,  he  reoeiying  the  same 
whole  at  his  entry." 

"Lastly, — ^That  the  next  election  for  Rector  of  the  Grammar 
School,  that  is  whether  he,  is  to  continue  or  not,  shall  be  at  the 
Michaelmas  Head  Court,  1797,  and  so  yearly  in  all  time  thereafter  ; 
and,  in  case  the  Bector  for  the  time  being  is  not  chosen,  the  Council 
are  to  giye  such  Hector  six  months'  warning  thereof  ;  and,  in  these 
terms  and  under  these  conditions  the  said  Mr.  John  Peddie  accepts 
and  subscribes  these  presents." 


Although  the  salary  m  this  case  is  200  pounds  scots,  yet 
that  is  just  the  same  as  300  merks  given  to  the  four  previ- 
ous masters  that  were  elected  since  1751,  and  the  same  as  is 
given  at  the  present  time. 

The  proposal  to  erect  a  new  Grammar  School  was  again 
revived  in  1799,  when  the  Council  agreed  as  follows : — "  It 
being  suggested  that  the  present  Grammar  School  is  too 
little,  and  a  new  one  ought  to  be  built  in  its  place,  the 
Council  agree  to  consider  the  matter." 

During  this  year  Mr.  John  Peddie  applied  for  '*an 
augmentation  of  Ins  quarterly  wages  for  Ins  scholars,  and  a 
Council  agreed  that  he  shall  charge  one  shilling  stg.  of  addi- 
tional wages  for  each  scholar  dming  the  Council's  pleasure.** 

In  coming  to  the  close  of  another  century,  it  is  gratifying 
to  be  able  to  state  that  the  Grammar  School  was  now  in  a 
position  of  comparative  prosperity.  Only  forty-seven  years 
before  this  it  had  been  rebuilt,  and  now  it  was  resolved  to 
erect  a  new  and  larger  one,  to  meet  the  educational  wants  of 
the  greatly  increased  population  of  the  town. 
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CHAPTER  IV. 

1800  TO  1st  September,  1864. 


A  LTHOUGH  the  Town  of  Paisley  made  little  progress 
in  any  respect  during  the  seventeenth  century,  the 
very  reverse  was  the  case  during  last  century,  and  particu- 
larly during  the  latter  half  of  it.  At  the  end  of  the  seven- 
teenth century,  there  were  of  educational  institutions,  under 
the  management  of  the  Town  Council,  only  the  Grammar 
School  and  what  was  called  the  Scots  School,  in  the  upper 
story  of  the  almshouse ;  while,  at  the  end  of  last  century, 
there  were  besides  these,  two  English  Schools,  one  in  School 
Wynd,  and  another  in  Storie  Street,  and  also  the  Town's 
Commercial  School  in  Meeting  House  Lane.  During  the 
seventeenth  century  twenty  different  teachers  were  elected 
to  the  Grammar  School,  in  consequence  of  the  numerous 
changes  that  had  taken  place ;  while,  during  the  eighteenth 
century  only  ten  required  to  be  chosen ;  thus  showing  a 
more  healthy  position  of  matters.  Throughout  the  century 
the  salary  of  the  Master  of  the  Grammar  School  had 
remained  at  200  merks  (£11  2s.  2^.),  but  the  school  fees 
had  increased  from  Is.  6d.  per  quarter  at  commencement 
to  58.  per  quarter  at  its  close. 

During  these  hundred  years  several  new  branches  of  trade 
had  been  commenced  in  the  town,  and  had  risen  to  great  im- 
portance. We  have  a  good  illustration  of  the  decided  and 
great  progress  of  the  town  during  that  period,  in  the  fact 
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that  the  total  population  was  only  about  2200  at  the 
beginning  of  it,  in  1753  it  was  4,195,  and  at  its  close  it  was 
24,324.  The  staple  trade  prior  to  1730  was  linen  and  lawn, 
both  figured  and  plain.  About  this  period,  too,  was  the 
manufacture  of  linen  thread  to  a  considerable  extent  com- 
menced ;  that  of  silk  gauze  was  introduced  somewhat  later  ; 
but  about  1780  the  latter  was  all  but  superseded  by  the 
manufacture  of  mtlslin. 

Mr.  David  Loch,  of  Leith,  was  appointed  by  the  Board  of 
Trustees  for  Fisheries,  Manufactures,  and  Improvements  in 
Scotland,  to  visit  all  the  trading  towns  and  villages  in  Scot- 
land, and  the  following  is  his  very  interesting  report  re- 
garding Paisley  in  1777  : — 

*^  Paisley  is  a  most  capital  manufacturing  village.  In  this 
village  there  are  at  least  12,000  inhabitants,  who  are  all  employed 
in  the  most  industrious  manner,  each  vying  with  his  neighbour  who 
shall  be  most  useful  to  himself  and  to  the  community.  Here  there 
are  no  beggars  ;  all  must  work  at  that  branch  for  which  they  are 
suited,  either  from  strengtii,  inclination,  or  genius.  There  are 
about  3600  looms  employed  in  the  silk  manufacture,  and  1360  looms 
in  the  lawn,  cambric,  and  all  the  branches  of  the  linen  manufacture. 
White  thread  is  manufactured  here  annually  to  the  value  of  about 
£30,000.  The  most  capital  dealers  in  this  village  are  Messrs. 
Fulton,  Lowndes,  &  Co. ;  Elliot  &  Co.  ;  John  M'Kerrel  &  Son. 
Tliey  are  all  English,  except  Fulton  and  M'Kerrel,  and  have 
warehouses  of  their  own  in  London,  where  they  sell  their  goods. 
The  raw  silk  mostly  used  is  from  China  and  Piedmont,  which  is  all 
brought  from  London  by  land  carriage  ;  and  the  silk  goods  manu- 
factured from  these  raw  materiab  are  sent  back  by  the  same 
conveyance.  The  waggons  employed  in  this  business  go  up  in  three 
weeks,  and  come  down  in  two  weeks  and  five  days.  The  whole 
progress  is  conducted  in  the  most  uniform  manner,  and  the 
package  boxes  which  bring  down  the  raw  silk  serve  to  take  up  the 
silk  when  manufactured.  Spittalfields  may  be  said  to  be  coming  to 
this  place  very  fast.  Goods  are  even  made  cheaper  here  than  there. 
The  principal  linen  manufacturers  are  Neilson  and  Hunter ; 
William  and  John  Wilsons ;  William  More  &  Sons ;  Corsar 
&  Stewart.  The  stamping  of  the  linen  manufactured  by  these 
four,  amounts  to  a  considerable  sum  yearly  to  the  stamp-masters. 
Here  are  some  tanneries,  and  soft  and  hard  soap  works,  all  thriving. 
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Messrs.  3faxwell  &  Bairling  deal  largely  in  the  raft  trade,  and  are 

making  fortunes    in  consequence  of   the  buildings  going  on  so 

rapidly,— there  being  no  fewer  than  100  houses  building,  solely  for 

the  purpose  of  manufacturers,  to  be  finished  in  the  summer  of  1778. 

The  value  of  goods  of  all  kinds  manufactured  in  Paisley  from  the 

1st  January,  1776,  to  the  1st  January,  1777,  amounted  to  the 

extent  of  full  half-a-million  sterling.    My  information  as  to  the 

number  of  looms  and  value  of  the  goods  is  from  the  Board's 

Stamp-Masters,  and  some  of  the  most  respectable  people  in  the 

place.     The  calculation  as  to  the  looms  agrees  with  Young's  account 

of  the  Norwich  manufacturers,  &c.,  &c.    By  these  various  branches 

of  manufacture,  the  common  people  of  Paisley  are  put  upon  so 

much  a  better  footing  than  those  of  almost  any  other  town  in 

Scotland,  that  they  are  enabled  without  hurting  their  families  to 

allot  BO  many  hours  for  recreation  and  merriment  among  themselves, 

once  every  week  ;  even  maid-servants  make  an  express  stipulation 

at  agreeing  with  their  mistresses  that  they  shall  have  three  hours 

every  Thursday  evening,  from  five  to  eight,  for  the  above  purpose. 

During  these  hours  of  jubilee,  they  meet  at  certain  houses  where 

the  fiddles,  with  the  young  ladies'  partners,  are  ready  to  begin  the 

dance;    and  they  continue,  with  the  highest  innocent  mirth,  till 

eight,    when    they  immediately    go    home    to    their    work    with 

cheerfolnesa  and  alacrity.     This  practice  promotes  matrimony,  and 

contributes  much  to  inspire  in  the  minds  of  the  people  a  desire  to 

be  neat  and  clean  in  their  dress.     The  young  men  marry  here  when 

they  are  twenty,  and  the  girls  at  seventeen.    They  are  for  the 

most  part  handsome,  fresh-looking  women,  well  fed,  neatly  clothed, 

and  dean." 


As  an  evidence  of  the  great  prosperity  of  the  Town  in 
1777,  Mr.  Loch  states,  it  will  be  observed,  that  in  that  year 
100  houses  were  being  built;  and  Mr.  Wm.  Semple  in 
1781,  four  years  afterwards,  mentions  that  then  there  were 
103  houses  being  erected.  It  was  during  this  period  of 
prosperity  that  the  different  places  then  on  the  outside  of 
the  town,  but  which  have  since  become  a  portion  of  it, — 
such  as  Williamsburgh,  the  New  Town,*  Orchard  Street, 


*  The  following  advertisement  is  taken  from  the  Olasgow  CouraiU  of 
1757  rq^arding  the  feuing  of  part  of  the  gardens  on  the  east  side  of  the 
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Prussia  Street,  Gordon  s  Lane,  Canal  Street,  Maxwelton, 
Newton  Street,  Broomlands,  Castle  Street,  Wellmeadow, 
&c.,  &c., — were  commenced  to  be  built.  Moreover,  in  the 
erection  also  of  public  buildings  the  inhabitants  exhibited 
much  spirit  and  patriotism.  It  was  at  this  time  that  all 
these  buildings  were  constructed: — ^The  High  Church, 
Middle  Church,  Gaehc  Church,  Antiburgher  Church, 
School  Wynd,  Congregational  Church  Abbey  Close,  West 
Relief  Church,  Cross  Steeple  rebuilt,  Town's  Hospital, 
New  Flesh  Market,  Old  Bridge  rebuilt,  Sneddon  Bridge, 
Abbey  Bridge,  Grammar  School  rebuilt,  Maxwelton  School, 
Town's  English  School,  Town's  Commercial  School,  Storie 
Street  School,  Abercom  Inn,  Town's  House,  afterwards 
called  The  Saracen's  Head  Inn.  In  short,  through  the 
enterprise  of  the  inhabitants,  the  Town  of  Paisley,  at  this 
period,  ceased  to  be  a  little  village,  as  it  was  at  the  com* 
mencement  of  the  century,  and  took  its  place  in  the  country 
as  a  town  of  considerable  influence  and  importance. 

Another  new  branch  of  industry  that  began,  during  the 
latter  part  of  the  century,  was  that  of  Letterpress  Printing. 
Although  there  appears  not  to  have  been  any  letterpress 
printing  in  Paisley  before  1769,  there  were  nevertheless 
enterprising  booksellers  and  publishers  in  the  Town,  who 


river  that  formerly  belonged  to  the  Convent: — ''That  upon  the  22nd 
of  Janaary  next,  there  will  be  sold  or  feued  by  pablio  ronp,  at  the 
Abbacy  of  Paisley,  various  parcels  of  the  Abbey  Gardens  of  Paisley, 
belonging  to  the  Earl  of  Dnndonald.     The  ground  proposed  to  be  then 
feued  consists  of  about  four  acres,  very  advantageously  situated  upon 
the  Kiver  Cart  a  little  above  the  Old  Bridge  of  Paisley.     It  is  sub- 
divided, and  planned  out  for  the  steadings  of  houses  and  bleaching  greens, 
now  stacked  o£f  conform  to  a  regular  plan,  whereby  the  situation  of  the 
houses  is  such  that  there  will  be  a  most  commodious  bleaching  green 
from  each  house  towards  the  river.    Excellent  materials  for  building  will 
be  supplied  from  the  houses  and  garden  walls  of  Paisley,  where  there  is 
a  vast  quantity  of  hewn  stones,  which  Lord  Dundonald  is  to  become 
bound  to  sell  to  the  purchasers  at  a  reasonable  rate,  to  be  specified  in  the 
articles  of  roup."    This  shows  to  what  purpose  the  stones  of  the  ancient 
**  houses  and  c^rden  walls  '*  of  the  Convent  were  ultimately  applied. 
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got  what    printing  thej  required  executed   in   Glasgow. 

There  were  several  cases  of  this  kind.    The  oldest  we  have 

fallen  in  with  is  as  far  back  as  1706.    It  was  printed  in 

Glasgow  in  that  year  ^^  by  Archibald  McLean  ^or  Alexander 

Weir,  bookseller  in  Paisley,"  and  consists  of    174  pages. 

The  title  page  is   as    follows: — "The  Travels  of   True 

Godliness  from  the  beginning  of  the  world  to  this  present 

day;  in  an  apt  and  pleasant  allegory  shewing  what  true 

GhxUiness  is,  also  the  troubles,  oppositions,  reproaches,  and 

persecutions  he  hath  met  with  in  every  age,  together  with 

the  danger  and  sad  declining  state  he  is  in  at  this  present 

time  by  errors,  heresies,  and  ungodliness  or  op^i  prc^hane- 

ness.    The  twenty-eighth  edition  corrected.    By  Benjamin 

Heach,  author  of  a  book  called  ^  War  with  the  Devil  and 

Sion  in  Dista-ess.' "     The  preface  is  dated  Slst  May,  1700. 

Th^e  is  a  long  list  of  subscribers'  names  attached ;   mostiy 

bd(Higing    to  Paisley,  and    are  neariy  all    described    as 

Weavers.*    At  the  end  of  the  book,  there  is  **  a  Catalogue 

of  books  to  be  sold  by  Alex.  Weir,  bookseller  in  Paisley." 

The  list  consists  oi  only  twenty-six  books,  and  are  mostly  of 

a  religious  kind,  such  as  Ambrose'  War  with  Devils  and 

Ministration  of  Angels,  Haliburton's   Great  Concern  of 

Salvation,  Boston's  Crook  of  the  Lot,  &c.    At  the  end  is 

the  following: — "N.B. — Where  likewise  may  be  had  all 

sorts  of  Chapman  books  at  reasonable  prices,  with  Proverbs, 

Proof  Catechisms,  Mother's  Catechisms,  single  Cat^isms, 

paper,  pens,  ink,  wax,  and  wafers."    This  Alex.  McLean 

was  most  probably  the  father  of  the  bookseller  of  the  same 

name,  who  was  in  business  in  Paisley  sixty  years  afterwards. 

A  descendant  of  Archd.  M^ean,  who  printed  this  book, 

must  have  left  Glasgow,  and  commenced  business  in  Paisley 

under  the  firm  of  Weir  &  McLean,  some  time  about  1769. 

The  Eev.  James  Baine,  of  the  High  Church,  Paisley, 
preached  the  **  anniversary  sermon  on  7th  January,  1766, 

*  Af  thifl  appears  to  be  the  first  book  pablished  in  Paisley,  and  as  the 
hit  of  sabscribers  is  very  interesting,  it  will  be  found  in  the  Appendix. 

T 


Digitized  by 


Google 


146  THE  HISTORY  OF  THB 

before  the  Society  in  Paisley  for  the  Reformatloii  of 
Manners.'^  This  sermon  was  ^'  published  at  the  desire  of 
some  of  the  Society,"  and  at  the  foot  of  the  title  page  is — 
"Glasgow:  printed  for  Alexander  Weir,  bookseller  in 
Paisley,  1766,  Price  threepence."  This  is  the  same  Mr. 
Weir  who  was  shortly  afterwards  so  mnch  engaged  in  the 
printing  and  publishing  of  books  in  Paisley.  Even  after 
this,  when  letterpress  printing  was  carried  on,  the  booksellers 
did  not  confine  their  orders  to  Paisley,  but  employed  printers 
in  Glasgow.  The  works  of  the  Rev.  William  Guthrie,  New 
Kilmarnock,  were  printed  in  Glasgow  in  1771  **  for  Gilbert 
Hunter,  bookseller  in  Paisley."  And  a  book  called  the 
*^  Mirror  or  Looking-glass  for  Saint  and  Sinner,  by  the  Rev. 
John  Brown,  Wamphray,  was  printed  in  Glasgow  in  1793, 
for  Peter  M^Arthur,  bookseller.  Paisley."  It  was  in  1769 
that  the  first  book — so  far  as  we  have  been  able  to  ascertain 
— ^was  printed  and  published  in  Paisley,  and  the  following  is 
a  copy  of  the  title  page : — ^'  An  Essay  on  Christ's  Cross 
and  Crown,  to  which  are  subjoined  six  sermons  by  the  Rev. 
George  Muir,  Minister  of  the  Gospel  at  Paisley.  The 
second  edition.  Paisley :  printed  by  Weir  and  MQLiean,  and 
sold  at  the  shop  of  A.  Weir,  near  the  Cross,  1769."  It  con- 
sisted of  314  pages,  12mo.,  and  is  dedicated  ^^  to  Charles 
Maxwell  of  Merksworth,  Esq.;  William  Bang  and  James 
Wilson,  Bailies ;  John  Millar,  Treasurer,  and  the  remnant 
Members  of  the  Town  Council  of  Paisley,  as  a  public  ex- 
pression of  his  obligation  and  esteem,"  and  is  dated  4th 
September,  1769.  "We  have  never  seen  a  copy  of  the  first 
edition,  alid  caithot  say  whether  it  was  published  in  Paisley 
or  not.  The  Rev.  George  Muir  was  minister  in  the  High 
Church,  Paisley,  at  that  time ;  and,  in  the  same  year,  he 
also  published  a  volume,  entitled  "The  Parable  of  the 
Sower,  illustrated  and  applied."  This  volume  was  printed 
for  Edward  and  Charles  Dilly  in  the  Poultry,  London,  but 
does  not  state  the  printer^s  name,  and  it  is  quite  possible 
that  the  first  edition  of  "  Christ's  Crown  "  was  by  the  same 
publishers.     In  the  same  year  was  published  ^'  Ascanias, 
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or  the  Yonng  Adventurer,  containing  an  impartial  account 
of  the  late  rebellion  in  Scotland,  The  third  edition,  with 
considerable  additions  and  improvements.  Paisley: 
Printed  by  Weir  &  McLean  for  James  Davidson  and  Coj., 
at  Fergusley,  near  Paisley,  1769."  This  book  consists  of 
286  pages,  12mo.,  and  was  originally  published  in  1746. 
The  author  of  this  veiy  popular  book,  which  has  gone 
through  a  great  many  editions,  is,  we  understand,  unknown ; 
but  the  work  is  said  to  be  translated  from  a  manuscript 
privately  handed  about  at  the  Court  of  Versailles.  There 
was  another  book  printed  in  Paisley  during  this  year,  but 
the  printer^s  name  is  not  given.  The  title  page  is  as  follows: 
"A  Prophecy  concerning  the  Lord's  return  to  Scotland  by 
a  plentiful  out-pouring  of  the  Spirit  upon  his  Church  and 
Land,  in  three  Prophetical  sermons  preached  by  that  faith- 
ful and  glorified  'MiBrtyr  of  Jesus  Christ,  Mr.  James  Banwick. 
The  second  edition.  Paisley:  printed  for,  and  sold  by 
George  M'Kinmien,  travelling  merchant,  1769.'*  J.  David- 
son &  Coy.  also  printed  *^  Schema  Sacrum^  or  Sacred  Scheme 
of  Natural  and  Bevealed  Beligion,''  the  author  of  which  was 
tiie  Sev.  Thomas  Blackwell,  one  of  the  Ministers  of  the 
Abbey.  It  consists  of  343  pages,  12mo.,  but  has  no  date. 
It  is,  however,  believed  to  have  been  printed  in  the  same 
year.  The  only  other  work  printed  during  this  year  was  also 
printed  by  A.  Weir  and  A.  McLean,  for  A.  Weir,  bookseller, 
at  the  Cross.  It  was  entitled  "  Dying  Thoughts,  by  the  late 
William  Crawford,  Minister  of  the  Gospel  at  Wilton,  and 
consisted  of  228  pages,  12mo.  In  the  following  year,  1770, 
there  came  from  the  same  press  a  copy  of  the  works  of  the 
Bev.  John  Flavel,  each  volume  consisting  of  about  500 
pages.  The  prospectus  announcing  the  publication  of  this 
woA  was  as  follows : — **  In  the  press,  and  will  be  published, 
volume  first  of  the  works  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  John  Flavel,  late 
niinister  of  the  Gospel  at  Dartmouth,  in  Devon.  The  whole 
to  consist  of  eight  volumes,  large  octavo.  A  volume  con- 
sisting of  512  pages  will  be  delivered,  to  those  who  subscribe, 
once  every  ten  weeks,  at  the  low  price  of  one  shilling,  and 
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and  nine  pence  stg.,  till  the  whole  is  completed.  Sabscrip- 
dons  are  taken  in  by  Alexander  Wdr,  bookseller,  the  pub- 
lisher, at  his  shop  at  the  Cross ;  by  A.  M'Lean,  printer,  at 
the  printing  office,  Canseyside;  by  James  Davidson,  at 
Fergosley,  near  Paisley;  and  by  all  others  intrusted  with 
proposals."  The  subjoined  list  of  the  books  printed  and 
published  in  Paisley  from  1769  to  1799  may  prove  inter- 
esting to  not  a  few : — 

Rev.  G^.  Mnir,  High  Church,  Paisley.    Easay  on  ChriBt^s 
Crown,  and  Six  Sermons,        ...  ...  ...  ...     1769 

AsoaniuB,  or  the  Toung  Adventurer,        ...  ...  ...    1769 

Rev.  Wm.  Crawford.    Dying  Thoughts,  ...  ...  ...    1769 

Three  Prophetical  Sermons  on  the  Lord's  Return  to  Scotland, 
by  Mr.  James  Ranwick,  ...  ...  ...  ...    1769 

Rev.  Thomas  Blackwell,  at  one  time  a  minister  in  the  Abbey 
Church.    Schema  Sacrum,  or  a  Sacred  Scheme  of  Natural 
and  Revealed  Religion,  ...  ...  ...  ...    1769 

The  Works  of  the  Rev.  and  pious  Mr.  Andrew  Gray,  late 
Minister  of  the  Gospel  in  Glasgow,      ...  ...  ...    1769 

Rev.  Geo.  Muir,  Paisley.    Sermon  at  the  Admission  of  the 
Rev.  Colin  Campbell,  Renfrew,  ...  ...  ...     1769 

Rev.  John  Flavel.    His  whole  works,  8  vols.,        ...  ...    1770 

Rev.  Thomas  Boston.    A  View  of  the  Covenant  of  Grace,  ...    1771 
Rev.  Geo.  Muir,  Paisley.    The  Parable  of  the  Tares,  in  21 
Sermons,  to  which  are  added  Two  Sermons,        ...  ...    1771 

Rev.  John  Owen.    The  Nature  of  Indwelling  Sin  in  Believers,    1772 
EUsha  Coles.    Discourses  on  the  Lord's  Sovereignty,  ...    1772 

Rev.  Mr.  Warner,  Eilbarchan.    Letter  to  the  West  Country 
Farmers  concerning  the  difficulties  and  management  of 
Bad  Harvests,  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...    1773 

John  Caldwell  of  Johnshill.     Short  Historical  Account  of 
Lochwinnoch  Parish,  with  its  curiosities,  &c.,     ...  ...    1773 

Rev.  James  Hervey.   Meditations  and  Contemplations,  2  vols.,  1774 
History  of  the  Witches  of  Renfrewshire,  ...  ...  ...    1776 

Historical  Collections  relating  to  Remarkable  Periods  of  the 

Success  of  the  Gospel,  by  Rev.  John  Gillies,  D.D. ,  Glasgow,  1 775 
Declaration  of  the  Witnesses  that  survived  the  late  Persecu- 
tions. Three  editions  were  published  at  Sanquhar,  viz., — 
in  1692,  1695,  and  1707.  The  first  declaration  is  ''  of  a 
poor,  wasted,  misrepresented  remnant  of  the  suffering, 
Anti-Popish,  Anti-Prelatic,  Anti-Erastian,  Anti-Sectarian, 
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ime  PreBbyterian  Ohurcli  of  Scotland,  united  together  in  a 
general  oorrespondence,"         ...  ...  ...  ...     1777 

Oeorge  Fiaher.    Arithmetic,       ...  ...  ...  ...    1780 

Alex.  Pope.    An  Essay  on  Man,  ...  ...  ...    1780 

Allan  Ramsay.    Scots  Piroverbs,  ...  ...  ...    1781 

Geo.  Crawfoid.     History  of  Renfrewshire,  with  continuation 

by  William  Semple, ...  ...  ...    1782 

ReT.  John  Williaon.    The  Toung  Communicant's  Catechism,    1782 
Thomas  Criditon.     The  Sports  of  Winter,  a  Poem  inscribed 
to  the  Curlers  of  Paisley,        ...  ...  ...  ...    1785 

Rev.  John  Stevenson,  Daily.   A  Rare  Soul-Comforting  Cordial,  1786 
Martin  Luther.    Commentary  upon  Chdatians,       ...  ...    1786 

An  Address  to  the  Inhabitants  of  Paisley.    About  the  Beer 
Tax,  &c    Anonymous,  ...  ...  ...  ...    1786 

James  Maxwell,  Poet  in  Paisley.    Divine  Miscellanies.    (The 

first  edition  of  this  work  was  published  in  Birmingham), ...    1787 
Do.,  do.    All  his  other  works  published  in  Paisley.     The 
Fruitless  Fig-Tree ;  The  New-Year  Friendly  Monitor,  &c, 
&C.,  down  to  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...    1799 

Rev.  John  Wotherspoon*    Address  to  Students,    ...  ...    1787 

Rev.  Wm.  Wisheart    Theologia,  or  Discourses  of  God  in  120 
Sermons,  2  vols.,       ...  ...  ...  ...  ...    1787 

Rev.  Richard  Bumham.    Pious  Memorials,  or  the  Power  of 

Religion  upon  the  Mind  in  Sickness  and  Death,  ...    1788 

Rev.  John  Flavel.    A  Token  for  Mourners,  ...  ...    1788 

Rev.  P.  Hutchison,  Paisley.    Discourses,  ...  ...    1788 

Ebenezer  Picken.    Poems  and  Epistles,  with  a  Glossary,    ...    1788 
Articles  and  Regulations  of  the  Corresponding  and  Improving 
Society  of  Fanners  in  Renfrewshire,     ...  ...  ...    1788 

Rev.  John  Mason.    Select  Remains,        ...  ...  ...    1788 

J.  Ballix&gall  and  A.  Thom.    Poems  on  Several  Occasions,  ...    1789 
Hetherington's  History  of  the  Church  of  Scotland,  2  vols.,  ...    1789 
William  Halbert.    The  Practical  Figurer,  ...  ...    1789 

Rev.  Robert  Miller,  Abbey  Church,  Paisley.    History  of  the 
Church,  8  vols.,         ...  ...  ...  ...  ...    1789 

Arcfad.  McLaren.    The  Humours  of  Greenock  Fair,  or  the 
Tailor  made  a  Man.     A  Musical  Interlude,   as  it  was 
performed   at   the    Theatre,    Greenock,    with   universal 
applause,     ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...    1789 

John  Bisset.     An   Alarm   to   Careless   Sinners,   Sabbath- 
Breakers,  and  Slothful  Ministers,  printed  for  Alex.  Ross, 

travelling  bookseller,  ...  ...  1789 

Mcmus.    Letter  to  A.  M'Gregor,  Teacher  of  Fencing,  on 
reading  his  Bereanism  Detected,  ...  ...  ...    1789 
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A  Curious  and  Entertaining  Letter  addressed  to  the  Bight 

Honourable  Candidas  Publicus  on  the  Spirit  and  Manners 

of  the  Town  of  Paisley,  by  a  Paisley  Freeman, ...  ...    1789 

Charter  and  Acts  of  Wright's  Society  in  Paisley,    ...  ...    1789 

Book  of  Knowledge,      ...  ...  ...  ...  ...    1790 

Robert  Gilmour,  Teacher  of  Music,  Paisley.     The  Psalm 

Singer's  Assistant,     ...  ...  ...  ...  ...    1790 

Alex.  Wilson,  Paisley.    Poems.    First  edition,    ...  ...    1790 

Bev.  John  Witherspoon.   Sermon  on  the  Religious  Education 

of  Children,  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...    1790 

Alex.  Tait.    Poems,     ...  ...  ...  ...  ...    1790 

Covenanted  Reformation,  ...  ...  ...  ...    1791 

Rev.  Thos.  Henderson,  Paisley.    Testimony-Bearing  Exem- 
plified,        ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...    1791 

Rev.  John  Knox.    History  of  the  Reformation  of  the  Church 

of  Scotland,  2  vols.,  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...    1791 

Alex.  Wilson,  Paisley.     Poems :  Humorous,  Satirical,  and 

Serious.    The  Second  Edition,  with  additions,   ...  ...    1791 

M'Gregor.    Lecture  on  the  Art  of  Self-Defence,  and  sold  at 

his  shop  near  the  Cross,  ...  ...  ...  ...    1791 

Dr.  M'Gill.    Overture  concerning  his  Errors,        ...  ...    1792 

Letters  to  a  Friend  on  Liberty  without  licentiousness,        ...    1792 
Rev.  Benjamin  Jenks.    Meditations  upon  Various  Subjects, 

2  vols.,        ...  •..  ...  ...  ...  ...    1792 

Charles  Ross  of  Greenlaw,  Paisley.    The  Traveller's  Guide 

to  Lochlomond  and  its  Environs,  niustrated  with  a  Map,  1792 
Rules  agreed  upon  by  the  Paisley  Protecting  Society  against 

Theft  or  the  Reset  of  Theft, 1792 

Thoughts  on  Liberty  and  on  Thomas  Paine's  Writings,        ...    1792 
Rev.  John  Brown.    Mirror  or  Looking-Glass  for  Saint  and 

Sinner,        ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...    1793 

Thomas  Scott.    Poems  ;  with  Edwin  and  Catherine,  or  the 
Distressed  Lovers,  a  Tragedy,...  ...  ...  ...    1793 

Sacred  Songs  and  Hymns  on  Various  Passages  of  Scripture, 

to  be  Sung  in  the  Worship  of  God,        ...  ...  ...    1793 

William  Shakespeare.    Hamlet,  ...  ...  ...    1793 

Discourses  by  John  Brown,  Lender  and  Seller  of  Books, 

midst  of  the  east  side  of  the  Water  Wynd,  Paisley,  ...  1794 
James  Graham.  Poems  in  English,  Scotch,  and  Latin,  ...  1794 
Presbytery  of  Paisley.  Address  regarding  the  French  nation,  1794 
Rev.  Joseph  Smith.    Sermons  on  the  Character  of  the  Rev. 

Geo.  Whitfield,  ...  ...    1794 

Rev.  Dr.  John  GilL    Sermons  on  the  Present  and  Future 
State  of  the  Church,  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...    1794 
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Rev.  Dr.   John  Snodgrass.      Sermon  Preached  before  the 
Society  in  Scotland  for  Propagating  Christian  Knowledge, 
at  their  AnniverBaiy  in  the  High  Church,  Edinburgh,      ...    1795 
Rev.  John  Anderson  on  [the  Loss  and  Becovety  of  Elect 
Sinners,       ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...     1795 

Ardid.  Mliaren.    The  Scottish  Volunteers;  a  Musical  Farce 

in  Two  Acts,  as  it  was  performed  at  the  Theatre,  Greenock,    1795 
Ber.  James  Murray.     Sermon  to  Asses,  ...  ...  ...    1796 

John  Fisher.    Concordance  to  the  Holy  Scriptures,  ...    1796 

I^rospects  of  Proyidence  respecting  the  Conversion  of  the 
^World  to  Christ ;  a  Sermon  preached  before  the  Paisley 
London  Sessionary  Society  in  the  High  Church  of  Paisley, 
10th  June,  1796,  with  an  Appendix  containing  an  Account 
of  the  P^x>gre8s  and   Present   State  of   the   Missionary 
Business,  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Snodgrass,  Paisley,    ...  ...    1796 

Thomas  Smith.    The  Dover  Vision ;  a  Poem,  with  Political 
Remarks,     ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...    1796 

Robert  Ferguson.    Poems  on  Various  Subjects,    ...  ...    1796 

Rev.  Wm.  DelL    Sermon  on  the  Right  Reformation,  or  the 

Reformation  of  the  Church  of  the  New  Testament,         ...    1796 
Interlocutors  as  to  Multures  of  Seedhill  Mills,       ...  ...    1797 

Thomas  Potts,  who  was  executed  at  Paisley,  17th  August, 

1797.    His  Ust  letters,  ...  ...  1797 

Rev.  'VnJliam  Ferrier,  Minister  of  the  Associate  Congregation 
in  Paidey.     Two  Discourses,  and  an  Account  of  the  Rise 
and  Progress  and  Present  State  of  the  Sabbath  Schools  in 
Paisley,        .«  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...    1798 

Rev.  James  Murray.    Sermons  to  Doctors  of  Divinity,        ...    1798 
J.  Watts.    Preservative  from  Sins  and  Follies,      ...  ...    1798 

The  Divine    Right   of    Church   Gk>vemment,    by   Sundry 
Ifinisters  of  Christ  within  the  City  of  London,  ...  ...    1799 

Rev.  Dr.  John  Snodgrass,  Minister  of  the  Middle  Church  of 
Paisley.  A  Commentary,  with  Notes  on  Part  of  the 
Revelation  of  John,  ...  ...  ...  ...    1799 

With  two  exceptions,  we  possess  a  copy  of  each  of  the 
foregoing  publications.  It  is  quite  possible  there  may  have 
been  others  besides,  but  if  so,  their  number  must'  be  few 
indeed. 

Having  thus  taken  very  shortly  a  retrospect  of  the  rise 
and  devdopment  of  the  chief  trades  and  industries,  and 
noted  some  of  the  most  prominent  events  in  the  histoiy  of 
the  Town  during  the  last  and  previous  century,  we  shall 
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now  give  a  few  particulars  regarding  the  introduction  of 
the  potato  to  this  district,  an  event  of  very  great  importance 
to  all  classes,  and  the  particulars  of  which  are  not  much 
known,  though  well  worth  being  preserved.  Although  now 
extensively  used  by  both  rich  and  poor,  and  of  immense 
value,  the  potato  is  quite  a  modem  article  of  food  in  this 
country.  Sir  Walter  Raleigh  is  said  to  have  brought  it 
from  America  in  1 586  ;  but  for  a  century  after  it  was  culti- 
vated in  only  a  few  gardens  of  the  nobility  in  England  as 
a  curiosity,  and  was  used  as  a  luxury ;  and  when  any  were 
sold  it  was  at  a  very  high  price.  In  the  household  book  of 
Queen  Anne,  wife  of  James  I,  of  England,  the  price  of 
potatoes  is  set  down  in  1613  at  Is.  per  pound — ^a  very  large 
sum  in  those  days.  About  the  beginning  of  the  eighteenth 
centuiy  they  were  first  planted  in  the  open  fields  in  Lanca- 
shire ;  and,  in  Scotland,  after  having  been  reared  in  gardens 
in  very  small  patches,  they  were  first  cultivated  in  considw- 
able  quantities  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Kilsyth,  by  one 
David  Prentice,  about  the  year  1730.  Ten  years  later  the 
culture  of  potatoes  was  commenced  in  the  vicinity  of  Pais- 
ley, on  an  extensive  scale,  by  a  John  Marshall,  who  came 
from  Kilsyth  about  that  time,  and  took  up  his  residence  in 
Eenfrew.  Previous  to  this,  however,  they  were  reared  in 
gardens  in  Paisley  and  its  neighbourhood,  and  persons  who 
cultivated  more  than  they  required,  brought  them  to  the 
Cross  of  Paisley  for  sale.  .The  Town  Council  then  began 
to  charge  one  penny  of  custom,  or  "  causey  tax,"  for  each 
bag  of  potatoes  so  exposed.  Although  the  tax  was  not 
objected  to  at  first,  it  was  so  after  a  time ;  and^  in  1785,  two 
farmers,  John  Lock,  tenant  of  and  residing  in  Crookston, 
and  John  Fleming,  tenant  of  and  residing  in  Hillhead, 
raised  an  action  in  the  Court  of  Session,  to  have  it  declared 
that  the  Council  were  not  entitled  to  levy  custom  upon 
potatoes,  and  alleging  that  they  had  a  right  by  th^ 
charters  only  to  the  "ancient  customs  and  tolls  of  the 
Burgh."  The  pursuers  challenged,  at  the  same  time,  the  tax 
upon  milk,  butter,  meal,  and  fresh  fish.    Moreover,  with 
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r^ard  to  the  tax  upon  potatoes^  they  undertook  to  prove 
that  it  had  not  been  in  operation  for  forty  years,  which  pre- 
vented the  right  of  prescription.    There  were  altoge^er 
twenty-one  witnesses  examined  in  1788.    (It  began  in  1758 
and  was  not  settled  till  1791.)      They  spoke  of  the  time 
\?hen  the  culture  of  the  potato  was  commenced  in  this  dis- 
tnct^  and  when  they  were  first  brought  into  Paisley  for  sale* 
Among  so  many  witnesses  there  was,  as  might  be  expected, 
some  contradictory  evidence  given ;  but  most  of  the  proof 
led  went  to  confirm  what  we  have  already  indicated  regard- 
ing the  first  cultivation  of  the  potato  in  this  district.     One 
of  the  witnesses  stated,  that  at  first,  potatoes  were  brought 
^'into  the  town  only  in  pecks  and  half-pecks  for  private  use 
as  people  wanted  thenu"    Another  said  ^^  that  the  quantities 
exposed  at  the  Gross  at  one  time  did  not  amount  to  above 
two  pecks,  and  in  the  course  of  the  whole  year  did  not 
exceed  a  boll ;  there  being  then  few  potatoes  in  the  country.'' 
Another  witness  stated  that  about  1740  ^^  he  recollected  to 
have  seen  potatoes  growing  in  the  fields  about  Benfrew,  and 
at  that  time  he  never  saw  abo^e  two  sacks  at  a  time  selling 
at  the  Cross  of  Paisley,  it  being  but  a  scarce  article  and  too 
high  for  poor  people  to  purchase ;  but  they  have  every  year 
gradually  increased."     Another  witness,  Mr.  John  King, 
who  was  74  years  of  age,   ^'remembered  that,  about  48 
years  dnce,  he  saw  potatoes  exposed  for  sale  at  the  Cross  of 
Paisley ;  and,  about  that  time,  he  himself  brought  potatoes 
to  the  Cross  for  sale,  and  he  continued  this  practice  now  and 
then  for  several  years.    The  potatoes  which  he  brought  into 
the  town  at  first  were  raised  by  him  in  a  yard  at  a  place 
called  the  Hole,  and  the  second  and  subsequent  yearis  he 
raised  potatoes  in  other  places  at  the  Hole  aforesaid,  in  lazy 
beds ;  and  this  was  the  manner  in  which  they  were  then 
cultivated,  being  then  a  scarce  article  in  the  country.    That 
the  first  year  he  planted  six  pecks  of  potatoes  in  the  yard^ 
which  contained  about  a  rood  of  ground,  and  he  brought 
three  or  four  bags  to  market ;   and  the  greatest  quantity 
which  he  brought  in  any  one  of  these  years,  was,  he  thinks, 
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six  bags.  That  the  potatoes  were  not  plenty  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  Paisley ;  and,  at  the  time  above  mentioned,  the 
places  from  which  they  were  brought  to  the  town,  were — 
Stanely  Green,  Drumonyhall,  and  the  Hole,  all  in  the  Abbey 
Parish  of  Paisley.  And  from  the  first  two  places  they  came 
in  much  the  same  quantities  as  from  his  own  place,  the  Hole; 
and  Benf  rew  and  its  neighbourhood  first  sent  in  potatoes 
to  the  market  of  Paisley  in  any  considerable  quantities, 
though  potatoes  were  brought  from  other  places  in  lesser 
quantities ;  and^  that  at  the  time  first  mentioned,  he  knew 
that  potatoes  were  brought  to  Paisley  in  boats  from  Bjntyie.'' 
On  5th  December,  1789,  the  Court  assoilzied  the  Town 
Council  from  the  conclusions  of  the  libel  of  Declarator,  and 
found  the  pursuers  liable  in  expenses.  Not,  however,  till 
two  years  after  this  was  the  case  finally  settled  in  conse- 
quence of  the  delay  that  arose  in  adjusting  the  expenses. 

Another  important  change  caused  by  the  rapid  extension 
of  the  town  was  the  steppage  of  the  old  practice  of  pasturing 
the  cows  on  the  Town's  common  lands.  The  Town  Council 
allowed  the  burgesses,  on  payment  of  a  fixed  sum,  to  pasture 
their  cows  upon  the  common  lands,  and  appointed  herds  to 
watch  the  cattle,  as  these  lands  were  not  enclosed.  The  land 
within  the  boundaiy  of  the  Buigh  was  divided  into  three 
kinds,  thus : — 

I. — TerrcB  jBur^aKs— Burgal  lands  for  building  tenements. 
n. — Terras  Ccanpestrii — Outfield  lands  for  raising  crops. 
m. — Terras  Commune — Common  land  for  pasturage. 

It  was  upon  the  common  lands  that  the  cows  were 
pastured,  and  these  consisted  of  the  East  Over  Common  on 
the  east  side  of  Lady  Lane  to  the  lands  of  Causeyside; 
West  Over  Common,  on  the  west  side  of  Lady  Lane  to 
the  bottom  of  the  Ward ;  Bottom  of  the  Ward,  to  the  west 
boundaiy  of  the  burgh ;  Commonhill,  on  the  south  side  of 
Canal  Street ;  Under  the  Wood,  on  the  south  side  of  the 
Oreenhill  Road ;  Fyness  Bog,  on  the  west  side  of  Lonewells 
Street;  the  Long  and  Short  Roods  of  Greenhill;  the 
Sneddon  Dyke ;  the  24  Acres,  from  St.  James'  Street    to 
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the  Bullf  aald ;  and,  the  Long  and  Short  Roods  of  Nether- 
conunon* 

It  i^pears  from  the  Council  Becords  that  as  far  back^  at 
any  rate,  as  the  latter  end  of  the  sixteenth  centory,  and  dur- 
ing the  seventeenth,  and  down  tiU  the  middle  of  the 
eighteenth  centuries,  ahnost  eyeiy  well-to-do  Burgess  had  a 
cow,  and  it  was  pastured  in  this  patriarchal  way.  The 
wants  of  our  forefathers  were  f ew,  for  they  Uved  in  the  most 
frugal  way ;  and,  with  a  cow's  milk  and  the  produce  of  the 
ground  they  possessed,  they  were  content. '  The  first  refer- 
ence to  the  pasturing  of  the  cows  is  in  the  Council  Becords 
of  11th  March,  1596,  and  is  as  follows : — "  The  which  day 
Bobert  Wilson  and  John  Orr  were  elected  feed  herds  by 
the  said  Bailies  and  Council,  for  keeping  of  their  common 
goods  from  Beltane  next,  until  all  the  com  is  shorn  and 
input,  for  forty  merks  (£2  4s.  2d.)  fee,  with  one  other  sum, 
and  to  keep  the  said  goods  from  pot  and  myre* ;  for  keep- 
ing thereof,  and  of  all  skaith  that  it  shall  fortune  any 
burgesses  of  the  said  Burgh  or  others  having  cows  upon  the 
common  to  come  upon  the  cows.  In  default  of  the  said 
h^rds,  William  Moodie,  burgess  of  the  said  Burgh,  became 
acted  as  caution  and  surely  therefor,  for  the  said  Bobert 
Wilson ;  and  John  Hector  and  Bobert  Kirlie  became  cau- 
tioners for  the  said  John  Orr.  And  the  said  herds  became 
acted  to  reUeve  the  said  cautioners  of  the  said  cautionary." 
The  charge  for  the  pasture  of  a  cow  is  not  stated.  An  old 
law  regarding  those  who  had  their  com  eaten  by  their 
neighbours'  cows,  was  re-enacted  on  1st  February,  1649, 
thus : — ^  Itemy  they  renew  and  ratify  the  act  that  whatever 
person  has  com  eaten  by  their  neighbours'  beastiall  in  time 
coming  shall  pmrsue  the  same  within  year  and  day  there- 
after, and  what  skaith  beis  found  due  by  the  party  offended, 
that  the  Bailies  shall  have  as  much  by  the  offender.''  The 
munber  of  cows  pastured  varied  very  much,  as  did  also 
thecharge  for  each.    On  1st  May,  1651,  it  is  stated  ^'  this 

^  Moat-hole  or  pit  and  manhy  ground. 
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day  86  cows  enteied  on  the  common^  for  each  of  which  there 
is  8s.  (8d.)  paid  to  the  Treasurer  and  two  merks  paid  for  a 
cow  of  James  Stewart's/*    Very  Ukelj  James  Stewart  was 
not  a  burgess,  and  did  not  reside  in  the  Burgh ;  hence  the 
extra  charge.    In  1661  ''  two  score  and  two  cows  are  pat 
on  the  common^  and  one  of  them  the  Treasurer's."     The 
sum  charged  for  pasturage  is  not  mentioned  at  this  time; 
but,  six  years  afterwards,  the  Council  resolved  that  ^  ilk 
cow  that  is  to  be  put  on  the  common  grass,  is  to  pay  xxiiij 
ss,"  or  2s.  stg. ;  and,  in  the  following  year,  1668,  ^  ilk  cow 
to  pay  only  xvi  ss,''  or  Is.  4d.  stg.     Nine  years  after,  in 
1677,  the  number  of  cows  on  the  common  had  increased  to 
69,  and  the  charge  for  each  was  Is.  4d.  stg. ;  and,  in  1682, 
a  still  further'  reduction  is  made,  when  ^^the  Bailies  and 
Council  ordained  ilk  burgess,  who  has  a  cow  to  go  on  the 
Common  of  Paisley  for  this  instant  year,  to  pay  twelve 
shillings  the  piece,"  or  Is.  stg.    In  1698  a  slight  increase 
was  made  in  the  charge,  for  it  was  fixed  at  16s.  scots,  or  Is. 
4d.  stg. ;  and  on  15th  April,  1715,  the  Council  ^'  appointed 
the  souming  of  the  kine  to  be  fourteen  shillings  scots  (Is.  2d.) 
for  ilk  cow  for  the  grass  this  ensuing  year."    In  1744  the 
number  of  cows  was  about  70 ;  and,  in  1757,  the  charge 
for  each  cow  was  3s. 

Some  very  strict  regulations  were  made  by  the  Council 
regarding  the  keeping  of  horses.  One,  agreed  to  on  30th 
April,  1612  was  ^^that  no  person  should  keep  a  horse  with- 
out it  is  known  to  the  BaiUes  that  they  have  grass  to  feed 
it  on."  Another  ordained  what  should  be  done  with  the 
horses  on  the  Sabbath-day.  It  is  dated  lOth  May,  1660,  and 
is  very  curious  and  interesting: — "The  which  day  it  is 
statute  and  ordained  by  the  Bailies  and  Council,  that  in  no 
time  hereafter,  young  or  old  shall  keep  their  horse  on  the 
common  lands  on  the  Sabbath  day;  but  that,  on  each 
Sabbath  day,  the  horse  shall  be  tethered,  with  sufficient 
tethers,  all  the  day  on  their  own  grass,  so  that  the  Lord's 
day  be  not  profaned  by  persons  abiding  out  of  the  church  in 
time  of  sermons,  and  in  gathering  together  and  using  pro- 
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f aneness  after  sermon ;  and  who  does  in  the  contrary  shall 
pay  40s.  mon^  (3s.  4d.)  as  oft  and  how  oft,  besides  what 
shall  be  found  due  to  poinders  and  officers.''  We  have  not 
discovered  any  record  as  to  what  was  to  be  done  with  the 
cows  on  the  Sabbath  days.  There  were  always  two  herds 
employed ;  they  were  elected  annually  by  the  Council,  and 
had  each  to  find  a  cautioner  that  they  would  perform  their 
duties  in  a  correct  manner.  On  10th  May,  1674,  the 
record  on  this  subject  is : — "  The  which  day  John  Caldwell 
in  Seedhill  becomes  acted  and  obliged  as  cautioner  and  surety 
for  WiUiam  Caldwell,  his  son  lawful,  and  one  of  the  present 
herds,  that  the  said  William  shall  faithfully  and  truly  dis- 
charge bis  duty  and  service  as  ane  herd,  during  the  space  of 
herding  time,  this  instant  year,  and  that  he  shall  hurt  nor 
wrong  none  of  the  town's  cattle,  and  shall  give  due  attend- 
ance on  his  said  service  at  all  occasions,  conform  to  use  and 
woidL^  In  1682  the  surety  was  of  the  same  tenor,  with 
this  addition  that  it  '^  is  under  the  pain  of  twenty  pounds 
scots  money "  (£1  13s.  4d.) ;  and,  in  1692,  a  farther  addi- 
tion was  made,  that  if  the  ^^  cattle  committed  to  their 
custody  shall  sustain  any  skaith  or  hurt,  through  their 
fault  or  sloath,  under  the  pain  of  losing  and  tyning  of  their 
herd's  fee,  and  reparation  of  the  loss ;  and  the  principals  to 
relieve  their  cautioner,  and  they  to  relieve  one  another." 

About  the  middle  of  last  century,  when  the  common  lands 
were,  in  consequence  of  the  prosperity  of  the  town,  sold  to 
different  persons  either  to  be  enclosed  or  built  upon,  the 
practice  of  pasturing  the  cows,  as  we  have  been  describing, 
entirely  ceased. 

The  two  herds  employed  by  the  Council  carried  a  cow's 
horn  of  a  very  large  size,  which  they  blew  when  collecting 
the  cows  before  going  out  to  the  grass,  and  also  to  let  the 
owners  know  when  they  were  brought  in  again  at  the  close 
of  the  day.  These  horns  were  also  used  by  the  herds  for 
the  purpose  of  collecting  a  portion  of  the  Town's  customs, 
or  causey  tax.  In  addition  to  the  salary  and  perquisites, 
which  the  herds  received  from  the  Town  Council  and  the 
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owners  of  the  cows,  they  were  empowered  to  lift  and  retain 
the  batter  or  sour  milk  custom,  which  was  the  full  of  this 
horn  of  sour  milk  for  every  load  that  was  brought  into 
town  by  the  farmers  who  lived  beyond  the  Burgh  boundary. 
This  horn  was  assumed  to  hold  a  Scotch  pint,  and  very  fre- 
quently the  herd  got  a  half-penny  instead  of  this  milk,  as 
that  was  the  price  at  which  it  was  sold.  Latterly  the  town 
herds  had,  besides,  for  their  trouble,  Is.  per  annum  from  each 
owner  of  the  cows,  and  from  the  Town  Council  £5  sterling 
of  fee,  and  money  to  purchase  a  plaid,  and  £3  to  purchase 
a  bull,  which,  at  the  end  of  the  season,  he  was  allowed  to 
sell  for  his  own  behoof.  The  charge  made  by  the  Council 
was  then  3s.  for  the  pasturage  of  each  cow. 

Prior  to  1744  the  herds  did  not  provide  the  bull,  but  a 
person  was  chosen  by  the  Council  to  do  so,  and  had  to  find  a 
cautioner.  In  1687  this  person  was  paid  24  pounds  (£2). 
In  1716  it  was  28  pounds  (£2  6s.  8d.) ;  and,  in  1743  the 
sum  was  32  pounds  scots,  or  £2  13s.  4d.  sterling.  The  buU 
is  first  referred  to  in  the  Council  minutes  of  29th  March, 
1606. 

When  this  practice  of  pasturing  the  cows  of  the  burgesses 
was  stopped,  and  the  town  herds  not  required,  the  Council 
continued  to  levy  a  half-penny  of  custom  on  every  cart  of 
sour  milk  brought  into  the  town.  Some  of  the  farmers 
objected  to  this  tax,  and  in  1785  the  same  Mr.  John  Lock 
and  Mr.  John  Fleming,  who  opposed  the  payment  of  the 
Town's  dues  on  potatoes,  refused  to  pay  this  charge  upon  the 
butter-milk,  on  the  ground  that  the  town's  herds  never  had 
it  in  their  power  to  exact  any  milk  or  money  in  lieu  of  it ; 
alleging  that,  when  they  did  get  anything,  it  was  at  the  option 
of  the  farmers, — ^that  it  was,  in  fact,  only  a  favour  extended 
to  them  to  compensate,  in  some  measure,  for  the  loss  of  their 
perquisites  from  the  decreasing  number  of  cows  kept  by  the 
burgesses.  They  accordingly  raised  an  action  in  ^e  Court 
of  Session,  which  was  embraced  in  the  one  regarding  the 
custom  charged  upon  potatoes,  already  referred  to.  The 
judge  allowed  a  proof,  and  a  great  many  witnesses  were 
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examined  on  both  sides.  It  appears  from  the  evidenop  led 
that)  for  some  time  after  the  b^inning  of  the  last  century, 
the  milk  was  brought  into  the  town  by  the  farmers  '^  either 
in  one  or  two  kirns  which  were  upon  a  car,  or  in  one  or  two 
barrels  which  were  placed  upon  a  horse's  back ;"  and  the 
homful  of  milk  was  exacted  by  the  herd  as  his  due 
whenever  or  wherever  he  f oxmd  the  milk  upon  the  street ; 
and  that,  at  this  time,  ''the  sour  milk  was  sold  to  the 
inhabitants  in  luggies,  three  of  which  made  a  lucky  scots 
pint,  and  the  price  of  each  luggie  full  was  two  pennies 
scots,"  or  two-twelfths  of  a  penny  sterling. 

This  custom  was  not,  however,  always  obtained  from  the 
farmers,  in  a  quiet  and  peaceable  way.  On  one  occasion, 
about  1747,  a  person  of  the  name  of  Bessy  Erston,  in  Kace, 
objected  to  pay  it;  and  because  a  man  named  Patrick 
Wilson,  whom  <Hie  of  the  herds  had  employed  to  lift  the 
mcm^  or  milk,  persisted  in  claiming  it,  she  struck  him 
8e?eral  times  with  her  luggie,  and  bled  his  face ;  and  the 
custom  was  not  demanded  from  her  for  some  time  after. 
The  pursuers  tried  to  take  advantage  of  this,  alleging  that 
tiie  tax  had  ceased  to  be  levied  for  a  time ;  but  the  reply 
to  this,  by  tiie  agent  for  the  Town  Council,  was  very  far 
from  being  complimentary  to  Bessy  Erston, — "  This  is  the 
whole  evidence  of  what  the  persuer  is  pleased  to  call  a  legal 
inteimpticm,  and  it  amounts  to  this, — ^that  a  virago,  whose 
choleric  temp^  and  singular  strength  were  become 
proverbial  in  that  part  of  the  country,  happened  not  to 
perceive  any  of  the  town  herds  tJiemselves,  to  whom  she 
had  been  accustomed  to  pay,  and  not  uiulerstanding  the 
ri^t  of  Wilson,  the  locum  tenens^  she  had,  upon  a  quarrel, 
exercised  her  talent  for  bruising,  which  she  eminently 
posseted,  and  for  which  there  are  many  still  living  who 
recollect,  with  tr^idation,  how  much  she  was  distinguished. 
Here  she  had  little  triumph  in  comparison  with  the  laurels 
which  she  won  on  many  occasions  from  the  other  sex, 
for  poor  Wilson  was  a  creature  so  remarkably  diminutive  in 
size,  as  well  as  strength,  that  he  was  universally  known,  and 
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18  Still  remembered,  by  the  name  of  *  Patty  Button.'  The 
scuffle,  it  is  clear,  liad  no  other  consequence  than  that  of 
adding  one  to  the  many  instances  of  Bessy  Erston's  riots." 

As  in  their  claim  to  be  exempted  from  paying  the  custom 
duty  on  potatoes,  the  pursuers  failed  in  this  one  likewise ; 
and  the  half-penny  stiU  continues  to  be  levied  on  every  cart 
of  butter  milk  that  is  brought  into  the  town. 

About  twenty  years  ago,  we  very  fortunately  came  into 
the  possession  of  one  of  the  large  horns  used  by  the  town 
herds,  with  the  date  "1721"  cut  into  it;  and  when  the 
Museum  in  connection  with  the  Free  Library  was  opened  to 
the  public  on  11th  April,  1871,  we  deposited  it  there  as  a 
relic  of  old  Paisley. 

On  account  of  the  great  increase  of  population  since  the 
Grammar  School  was  re-built  in  1753,  that  building  was 
found  at  the  end  of  the  oentuiy  to  be  too  small,  and  unfit  to 
accommodate  the  scholars.  The  Town  Council  were  not 
opposed  to  the  application  that  was  then  made  for  a  new 
Grammar  School,  as  we  have  already  shown,  and  had  been 
making  arrangements  to  provide  a  new  school  worthy  of  the 
size  and  importance  of  the  town. 

In  November,  1800,  the  Council  appointed  a  committee 
of  their  number  ''to  get  a  proper  plan  drawn  out  for  a  public 
school  to  be  erected  near  the  Middle  Church."  After 
several  meetings  they  "inspected  the  piece  of  ground  at  the 
High  Church,  where  it  was  intended  to  erect  a  new  Gram- 
mar School,  and  it  was  their  opinion  that  the  house  should 
front  the  West.  Mr.  Barr,  who  framed  one  of  the  plans 
submitted  to  their  consideration,  was  appointed  to  revise  it, 
and  to  provide  another  more  fully  descriptive  of  the  mensura- 
tion and  elevation  of  the  building."  Notwithstanding  all 
these  preparations  the  Council,  from  some  unexplained  cause, 
very  abruptly  resolved  on  the  24th  of  the  following  month 
'*  to  delay  the  building  of  a  new  Grammar  School  for  some 
time  to  come,  and  to  be  intimated  to  Mr.  Peddie."  The 
Grammar  School  was,  as  already  stated,  built  in  1753,  only 
forty-seven  years  previous  to  this,  but  it  appears  to  have  be^ 
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then  in  a  most  deplorable  condition  in  every  respect.    The 
C!oanciI  had  f  <»r  a  considerable  time  past  been  leading  Mr. 
Peddie  to  believe  that  a  new  Ghrammar  School  wonld  be 
erected^  worthy  of  the  improved  position  and  increased  popu- 
lation of  the  town.     On  receiving  this  intimation  from  the 
CoundJ,  Mr.  Peddie  objected  strongly  to  the  proposed  delay  : 
•  *<  I  am  extremely  sorry  and  disappointed  to  learn  that  the 
Magistrates  are  resolved  to  put  off  the  building  of  a  new 
school  to  some  distant  period.    All  parties  seem  fully  con- 
vinced of  the  necessity  of  a  change  of  place.    Yet,  from 
Tarious  circumstances,  you  say  the  Coxmcil  have  agreed  not 
to  build  for  some  time.    What  these  circumstances  may  be, 
I  presume  not  to  conjecture,  but  hope  that  no  circumstances 
in  my  conduct  or  mode  of  proceediog  have  given  displeasure, 
80  as  to  prevent  the  execution  of  their  projected  plans.    If 
poverty  be  still  the  plea,  why  not  have  recourse  to  a  public 
subscription — a  thing  often  solicited  by  the  public  them- 
selves— rather  than  an  object  so  necessary  and  desirable 
should  remain  unaccomplished.    Flattered  with  the  hopes  of 
being  soon  provided  with  a  more  commodious  habitation,  I 
have  hitherto  borne  with  silent  patience  the  many  daily  in- 
creasing inconveniences  of  the  present  gloomy,  uncomfort- 
able mansion.     As  these  hopes  can  be  no  longer  indulged, 
self-preservation  will  oblige  me  to  take  measures  for  my 
health  and  safety.     The  disagreeable  and  unhealthy  state 
of  the  present  school  is  well  known.    Several  boys  have 
been  removed  on  that  very  account,  and  some  are  at  present 
confined  by  indisposition,  which  has  evidently  proceeded 
from  the  deadly  damps  with  which  we  are  perpetually  sur- 
rounded.   I  hope  this  true  and  simple  statement  will  attract 
the  notice  of  gentlemen,  who,  I  have  no  doubt,  will  be 
equally  ready  to  listen  to,  and  disposed  to  redress,  griev- 
ances."   Mr.  Peddie's  letter  appears  to  have  had  a  powerful 
effect  on  the  CounciL     Almost  immediately  they  recalled 
their  resolution,  determined  to  cany  out  the  previous  plans, 
and  "  Bailie  Brown,  Bailie  Orr,  and  Bailie  Barclay  were  ap* 
pointed  as  a  Committee  to  superintend  the  buildhig  of  the 
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new  Grammar  School."  At  this  time  the  Council  agreed  "to 
sell  the  old  Grammar  School  buildings  to  Mr.  Hunter  in 
terms  of  his  offer,  and  authorise  the  Magistrates  to  enter  into  a 
minute  of  sale  with  him,  and  to  give  him  four  and  a-half 
years  to  pay  the  price,  with  security,**  The  price  was  £300. 

Apparently  at  this  period  there  were  no  public  lamps  in 
the  School  Wynd,  for  "  on  a  petition  from  the  Proprietors 
and  Tenants  in  Grammar  School  Wynd  for  a  lamp  or  two, 
the  Lyners  are  appointed  to  inspect  the  Wynd,  and  report'' 

In  1802  the  Grammar  School  in  Churchhill  was  com- 
pleted.  There  is  a  tradition  that  the  scholars  in  leaving  the 
old  school,  formed  themselves  into  marching  order,  and  had 
a  formal  procession,  with  flags  flying  and  drums  beating,  to 
the  new  Grammar  School.  No  expense  was  spared  by  the 
Council  in  its  erection,  and  it  still  is  a  most  substantial  and 
commodious  building.  The  single  class  room  in  it  is  large, 
and  the  dwelling  house  for  the  Bector  above  it,  is  good  and 
of  considerable  size.  The  building  altogether,  exclusive  of 
the  price  paid  for  the  ground,  cost  £1182  12s.  Id.,  including 
£5  5s.  paid  "to  Robert  Barr  for  planning."  The  only  defect 
in  connection  with  it  was  the  scantiness  of  play-ground. 

In  March,  1807,  Mr.  John  Peddie  applied  to  the  Council 
to  have  their  "  authority  and  permission  to  augment  the 
wages  of  his  scholars,"  and  they  agreed,  *'  that  he  shall  in 
future  raise  the  rate  of  wages  to  7s.  per  quarter."  This 
was  an  increase  of  2s.  per  quarter  since  1799.  Mr.  Peddie 
did  not  appear  to  be  satisfied  with  the  increase  of  wages,  for 
he  had  resolved  to  leave  the  Grammar  School  and  to 
take  a  situation  in  the  Grammar  School  of  Glasgow. 
This  matter  came  before  the  Council  on  24th  December, 
1808,  when  the  school  wages  were  raised  to  half-a-guinea 
a  quarter.  The  whole  circumstances  will  be  best  explained 
by  the  minute  of  the  Council  of  that  date.  ^The 
Magistrates  and  Council  being  certainly  informed  that  Mr. 
John  Peddie  of  the  Grammar  School,  with  whose  conduct 
they  have  every  reason  to  be  satisfied,  is  to  be  immediately 
removed  to  the  Grammar  School  of  Glasgow,  imless  encour- 
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agement  was  offered  whicli  might  indace  him  to  remain ;  and 
having  taken  into  consideration  the  advantages  resulting  to 
the  community  from  having  approved  teachers  of  youth,  who 
could  be  procured  and  retained  only  by  affording  adequate 
encouragement,  they  unanimously  resolved  that  the  Gram- 
mar School  fees  should  be  augmented  to  half-a-guinea  per 
quarter,  to  commence  on  the  1st  of  January  next,  and 
that  public  notification  of  this  resolution  should  be  circulated, 
Mr.  Peddie  having  engaged  to  remain  on  this  being  granted." 
The  rate  of  the  school  fees  as  here  fixed  remains  to  the  present 
day. 

When  the  new  Grrammar  School  was  built,  the  Town 
Council  committed  the  very  great  mistake  of  not  removing 
the  tablet  stone  from  the  old  School  which  commemorated  the 
erection  of  the  first  Grammar  School  in  1586.  We  have 
already  described  this  stone,  and  also  given  an  illustration  of 
it  The  old  Grammar  School  was  sold  to  Mr.  Hunter,  with- 
out any  condition  either  for  its  retention  or  removal  by  the 
CouncU.  Very  fortunately  some  of  the  old  scholars  got 
permission  from  Mr.  Hunter  to  remove  the  stone,  and  after- 
wards obtained  the  consent  of  the  Coundl  to  erect  it  over 
the  entrance  to  the  new  Grammar  School.  This  matter  was 
brought  under  the  notice  of  the  Council  by  a  letter  signed 
by  four  of  the  old  scholars,  of  which  the  following  is  a 
copy:— 

Paisley,  1  June,  1813. 
Gentlemen, 

At  our  last  class  meeting,  the  origin  and 
antiquity  of  the  Grammar  School  of  Paisley  having  become 
the  subject  of  conversation,  one  of  the  class-fellows  ex- 
pressed a  wish  for  the  preservation  of  the  stone  above  the 
front  door  of  the  late  schoolhouse,  ornamented  with  the 
arms  of  the  Town,  and  bearing  the  date  of  1586,  with  the 
words  "The  Gramar  Scuil,**  which  met  with  the  unani- 
mous approbation  of  the  meeting.  In  order,  therefore,  to 
preserve  this  relic  and  place  it  in  an  appropriate  situation, 
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we  were  appointed  as  a  Committee  to  apply  to  the  proprietor 
to  allow  it,  and  the  other  stone  bearing  the  inscription 
^^Disce  Puer  aut  aln^^  to  be  removed;  an^  he  having  very 
handsomely  consented,  we  now  request  your  Honours  will  be. 
pleased  to  permit  them  to  be  inserted  in  the  present  school- 
house  in  such  a  situation  as  may  appear  to  you  to  be  most 
convenient  and  proper. — ^With  much  respect,  awaiting  your 
answer,  we  very  truly  remain, 

Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servants, 

WILLIAM  MCLEAN. 
JAMES  CRAIG,  Jun. 
JOHN  BELL,  Jun. 
JOHN  WYLIE. 

To  the  Honourable  the  Provost 
and  other  Magistrates  and 
Town  Council  of  Paisley. 

The  Council  agreed  to  this  application,  and  empowered 
the  lyners  to  fix  the  most  eligible  situation  for  its  erection. 
The  old  scholars,  besides  getting  the  ancient  stone  removed 
and  fixed  in  the  wall  above  the  entrance  door  fronting 
Churchhill,  also  got  it  surroxmded  with  some  architectural 
work  beautifully  designed  and  executed.  They  likewise 
added  to  the  whole  the  lettering — 

FUND.  lAC.  VI.  8.R.  MDLXXVI. 

The  gentlemen  who  carried  out  all  this,  performed  their 
work  most  admirably,  and  their  conduct  in  thus  preserving 
this  ancient  relic  cannot  be  teo  much  commended  and 
admired.  These  gentlemen  for  some  cause  or  other,  which 
is  not  stated,  did  not,  however,  remove  the  other  tablet  stone 
referred  to  in  their  letter,  and  which  was  placed  in  the  wall 
of  the  Grammar  School  when  rebuilt  in  1753*.  The  Latin 
inscription  on  this  stone,  according  to  the  letter  of  these 
gentlemen  to  the  Town  Council,  was  ^^Disce  Puer  attt  ain^* — 
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"Learn  boy  or  go  away,**  The  editor  of  the  Paisley 
Bepositoryy  No.  20^  page  3,  in  ISTIS,  after  describing  the 
memorial  stone  of  1586,  states  that  ^^  above  is  cut  in  the 
stone,  ^Diaee  puer  out  abij  1753.' "  It  will  be  observed  that 
the  old  scholars  omit  the  date.  The  front  of  this  building 
is  at  present  much  covered  with  mortar;  but  as  the  stone  is 
sUll  there,  the  consent  of  the  proprietor  of  the  building 
should  be  obtained  for  its  being  removed  and  placed  in  the 
wall  of  the  present  Grammar  School. 

From  the  time  when  Mr.  John  Peddie  got  the  school  fees 
increased  in  1808  down  till  1820^  the  internal  affairs  con- 
nected with  the  management  of  the  Grammar  School  are 
not  adverted  to  in  the  Council  Records ;  and  it  does  not 
even  appear  from  them  that  there  were  any  committee 
of  the  Town  Council  whose  duty  it  was  to  visit  the  school, 
and  look  after  its  interests.  The  only  record  is  the  annual 
cme  at  the  Michaelmas  Head  Courts,  to  the  effect  that 
the  "Council  continued  Mr.  John  Peddie  to  be  Bector 
of  the  Grammar  School  for  another  year,  in  terms  of  the 
first  appointment  to  the  office  on  21st  March,  1797."  At 
the  same  time  we  must  conclude,  in  the  absence  of  any 
complaints  from  the  CouncU  and  the  inhabitants,  that  Mr. 
John  Peddie  was  conducting  the  school  most  efficiently,  and 
to  the  satisfaction  of  all  concerned.  We  find,  however,  in  the 
Glasgow  newspapers  during  that  period  some  information 
r^aiding  the  examination  of  the  Grammar  School,  and 
several  advertisements  about  the  boarding  of  scholars  and 
the  opening  of  classes.  The  first  advertisement  is  in  the 
Glasgow  Courier  of  29th  July,  1813,  and  gives  some  inter- 
esting  particulars  regarding  the  charges  that  were  made  for 
keeping  boarders,  and  the  education  which  they  received. 
It  is  as  follows: — **Boabd  and  Education. — ^Messrs. 
Peddie,  owing  to  the  continued  high  price  of  provisions,  find 
themselves  under  the  necessity  oi.  adopting  the  foUowing 
arrangements,  which,  it  is  to  be  hoped,  will  not  appear  to 
their  friends  unreasonable  : — 
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Young  Gentlemen  nnder  8  years  of 

age  received  at      .        .        .    £42  per  annnm. 
From  8  to  12,      .        .        .        .45        „ 
From  12  and  upwards,  .        .      50        „ 

Under  Board  are  included  Latin,  Greek,  French,  and 
Drawing.  For  other  branches  of  education  a  separate 
charge  is  made.  None  are  admitted  for  less  than  six 
months.  Three  months'  notice  is  required  previous  to  re- 
movaL  The  situation  of  the  Grammar  School  and  House 
is  such  that  the  Boarders  enjoy  the  advantages  of  the 
country  both  in  point  of  pure  air  and  seclusion  from  the 
town.  The  school  opens  after  the  vacation  on  Monday,  the 
16th  of  August." 

On  the  28th  June  of  the  following  year,  the  Town's 
schools  were  all  examined,  and  the  account  of  this  examina- 
tion was  published  as  an  advertisement  in  the  Glasgow 
Courier  of  the  20th  July,  and  the  part  relating  to  the  Gram- 
mar School  is  as  follows,  and  is  subscribed  by  Robert  Boag, 
D.D.,  minister.  Abbey  Parish ;  Gavin  Robb,  D.D.,  minister, 
Glasgow;  James  Smith,  minister.  Abbey  Parish;  John 
Bankin,  minister.  Paisley;  and  Robert  Bums,  minister. 
Paisley : — "  Having  been  requested  by  the  honourable  the 
Magistrates  to  be  present  at  the  examination  of  the  Esta- 
blished Schools  in  this  Town,  we  do  with  very  great  pleasure 
express  in  this  manner  the  high  satisfaction  we  had  on  tiiat 
occasion.  The  ease  and  accuracy  with  which  the  young 
gentlemen  in  tiie  different  classes  in  the  Grammar  School 
explained  various  passages  in  the  Latin  classics,  with  the 
distinct  and  ready  answers  which  they  gave  to  the  questions 
put  to  them  in  Etymology,  Syntax,  and  Prosody,  afforded 
most  satisfactory  evidence  of  the  knowledge  of  the  principles 
of  the  Latin  language,  and  of  the  abilities,  diligence,  and 
success  of  their  teacher,  Mr.  John  Peddle,  Rector  of  tlie 
School,  and  Mr.  Alexander  Lorimer,  his  assistant."  For 
several  years  after  this  the  Grammar  School  was  examined 
annually  at  the  close  of  the  session,  at  the  end  of  June, 
and   the    advertisements    on    these    occasions    that    were 
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published  in  the  Glasgow  newspapers  varied  very  little 
from  the  specimen  already  given.  They  were  generally 
subscribed  by  the  Provost  Besides  the  ministers,  whose 
names  we  have  already  stated,  there  were  also  at  some 
of  these  examinations,  Professors  Meikleham,  Walker,  and 
Thomson,  of  Glasgow ;  Bev.  Dr.  Cooper,  Glasgow ;  and  the 
Rev.  Messrs.  Ferrier,  Smart,  M^ermid,  and  Thomson, 
of  Paisley.  Prizes,  however,  which  help  so  much  to  stimulate 
the  scholars  to  diligence  and  perseverance  had  never  been 
given  in  the  school  since  its  first  establishment,  and  the  sub- 
ject was  brought  under  the  attention  of  the  Council  on  28th 
April,  1820,  by  a  letter  from  Messrs.  John  Wylie^  writer, 
John  Bell,  soap  merchant,  and  others,  suggesting  the  pro- 
priety of  giving  class  prizes  at  the  annual  examination. 
On  the  22d  of  May  following,  the  Council  "agreed 
that  on  account  of  recent  heavy  expenditure  and  the  present 
state  of  the  communit3r's  funds,  it  would  be  prudent 
and  advisable  to  postpone  for  a  time  concurrence  in  a 
a  measure,  of  which,  however,  they  were  in  general  very 
much  disposed  to  approve."  Thus  this  very  proper  proposal 
for  the  expenditure  of  a  small  sum  of  money  for  prizes,  was 
set  aside  for  a  time.  These  gentlemen,  who  had  been  old 
scholars,  having  failed  to  induce  the  Council  to  give  prizes, 
raised  as  much  money  as  purchased  a  copy  of  Adam's 
Roman  Antiquities  to  present  as  a  prize  to  the  boy 
who,  for  a  series  of  years,  had  behaved  with  the  greatest 
propriety  and  prosecuted  his  studies  with  the  greatest  success. 
This  prize  was  awarded  by  the  Bector  at  the  examination 
on  29th  June,  1820,  to  Master  James  Robertson,  son  of  Mr. 
Bobertson,  china  merchant.  At  the  examination  of  the  same 
date  in  the  following  year,  Mr.  John  Peddie  announced  that 
a  society  of  gentlemen  in  the  Town  and  neighbourhood,  who 
in  former  years  had  received  their  education  at  the  Grammar 
School,  had  been  pleased  to  present  him  with  some  valuable 
books  as  prizes  to  those  pupils  who  had  been  most  eminent 
for  diligence,  proficiency,  and  good  conduct.  The  prizes 
ware  accordingly  adjudged  and  presented  to  the  pupils,  whose 
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names  will  be  found  in  the  appendix.  This  practice  of  giving 

prizes  to  the  meritorious  scholars  was  afterwards  continued. 

From  the  Council  Records,  it  appeared  that  Candlemas 

offerings  had  all  along  been  given  to  the  teacher  by  the 

scholars.    In  October,  1821,  this  matter  came  under  the 

consideration  of  the  Town  Council,  and  appears  to  have  been 

considered  at  some  previous  sederunts ;  and  they  appointed 

a  Committee   '^to  converse  with  Messrs.  Peddie  and  the 

other  teachers  with  respect  to  these  Candlemas  offerings, 

1  .  ^  ^  ^  future  meeting."    The  recordfi  do  not 

lis  Conmiittee  made  any  formal  report  to  the 

it   these   offerings   must,    at   this  time,  have 

lier  abolished.      These  gifts  or  offerings  were 

jvery  school  in  the  country,  the  only  difference 

bey  were  sometimes  given  on  New-Year's  Day 

Ludlemas,  and  were,  therefore,  called  New-Year's 

circimistances  connected  with  the  giving  of 

js  were  exceedingly  unpleasant  to  the  parents, 

(  much  so  to  the  pupils  and  the  schoolmasters. 

y  the  scholars  were  all  present,  for  any  one 

nself  ran  the  imminent  risk  of  being  afterwards 

upon  by  the  Master  and  the  rest  of  the  scholars, 

y  felt    himself    to  be   degraded.     On    these 

e  pupils,  therefore,  were  all  present  and  ranged 

)per  places.     When  their  names  were  called 

Master,  who  had  beside  hun  a  large  basket 

)ranges,  they  walked  up  to  him  and  presented 

^hich  varied  from  half-a-crown  up  to  a  guinea, 

return  very  generally  received  an  orange.    The 

gave  the  most  money  was  declared  to  be  the 

)oy,  and  the  queen,  if  a  girl,  and  the  Master 

em  with  something  extra.    When  we  look  back 

icious  and  degrading  custom,  we  wonder  how  it 

k1  to  exist  so  long  as  it  did. 

any  positive  information,  it  would  be  difficult  to 

sly  what    these    Candlemas  offerings   yielded 

Mr.  Peddie.    In  the  Ayr  Academy  in  1811, 
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when  Mr.  Lorimer  was  a  candidate  for  the  Rectorship,  we 
have  seen  a  letter  from  the  Rector  of  that  Institution  to 
him,  giyiQg  in  detail  the  different  emoluments  belonging  to 
the  situation,  and  the  Candlemas  offerings  were  stated  at 
from  £50  to  £60.  The  number  of  pupils  at  that  time  in 
the  Ayr  Academy  was  set  down  as  from  100  to  110;  and 
in  a  certificate  to  Mr.  Iiorimer,  dated  27th  September,  1811, 
signed  by  ten  clergymen  who  had  that  day  been  present  at 
the  examination  of  the  Paisley  Orammar  School,  the  number 
of  pupils  then  in  attendance  is  given  as  102.  As  the 
number  of  scholars  attending  these  two  institutions  was 
very  much  alike,  it  vrill,  therefore,  be  a  safe  approximation 
to  assume  that  the  Candlemas  offerings  would  realise  about 
£40toMr.Peddie. 

The  custom  of  Candlemas  offerings  in  the  Glasgow  High 
School  is  well  described  by  a  gentleman  who  devoted  much 
of  his  thne  to  the  collecting  and  publishing  of  matters  relating 
to  the  ancient  history  of  that  city,* — "In  February,  a 
gratuity,  or,  in  the  well-known  words,  *  a  Candlemas  offering  * 
was  given  to  the  masters.  On  that  occasion,  the  scholars  were 
convened  in  the  conmion  hall.  When  the  Masters  were 
seated  in  their  pulpits,  the  boy»  in  all  the  classes  were 
expected  to  walk  up  one  by  one'  to  the  Rector,  and  ^ve  him 
an  *  offering;'  having  done  so,  they  then  went  to  their  own 
Master,  and  gave  him  also  an  offering.  When  the  sum 
pven  to  either  Master  was  under  five  shillings,  no  notice 
was  taken ;  but  when  it  amounted  to  that  sum,  the  Rector 
said  *  Vioat^  (Let  him  live) ;  on  this  the  scholars  gave  one 
ruff  with  their  feet.  For  ten  shillings,  ^Flareat^  (Let  him 
flourish) ;  when  two  ruffs  were  given.  For  twenty  shillings, 
*Flareat  ter^  (Let  him  thrice  flourish);  when  four  ruSs 
were  given*  For  a  guinea  and  upwards,  *  Ghriat '  (Let 
him  be  glorious);  when  six  ruffs  were  given.  When  the 
business  was  over,  the  Rector  stood  up,  and  in  an  audible 
voice  declared  the  Victor^  by  mentioning  the  name  of  the 

•  Dr.  Clelland. 
W 


Digitized  by 


Google 


170  THE  HISTORY  OP   THl 

boy  who  had  given  the  largest  sum.  On  this  being  done, 
the  victor  was  hailed  by  the  whole  scholars  with  thunders  of 
applause.  The  sons  of  Mr.  M'Dowall  of  Castlesemple  and 
of  Mr.  Speirs  of  Elderslie  were  the  victors  of  their  day.** 

In  the  Edinburgh  High  School  these  presentations  were 
anciently  called  **bleis  silver,"  and  this  name  appears  to 
have  originated  from  the  Scottish  word  bids,  it  being  con- 
jectured with  great  probability  that  the  money  was  **  first 
contributed  for  this  purpose  at  Candlemas^  a  season  when 
fires  and  lights  were  anciently  kindled."* 

The  rivalry  by  parents  in  some  places  to  have  their  sons 
in  the  supposed  proud  position  of  victors  was  frequently 
carried  to  a  very  foolish  extent.  It  is  stated  f  that  at  Perth 
Grammar  School  on  one  of  these  occasions  ^^  a  boy  put  down 
a  guinea  to  secure  the  position  of  being  Kiag,  when  the 
father  of  another  scholar  gave  his  son  a  guinea  in  addition 
to  the  first,  and  the  competition  was  carried  on  till  the  one 
had  ^ven  twenty-four  guineas  and  the  other  twenty-five." 

Two  years  before  this  time  the  subject  of  these  Candle- 
mas offerings  must  have  been  discussed  in  the  community 
with  some  keenness,  for  Mr.  James  Gteudie,  teacher,  pub- 
lished a  short  poem  against  them.  The  verse  on  the  title 
page  of  this  poem  was  as  follows : — 

Tear  Candlemas  Offering,  make  it  large 

Upon  this  beggarly  day  ; 
Although  that  they  high  wages  charge, 

Their  greed  it  will  not  stay. 

It  had  been  the  custom  on  the  afternoon  of  the  annual 
examination  of  the  scholars,  for  the  members  of  Council, 
with  the  clergymen,  teachers,  and  others,  who  were 
present  at  the  proceedings,  to  dine  together  in  the  Saracen's 
Head  Inn.  This  social  gathering  was,  however,  in  1828, 
without  any  reason  being  given,  abandoned  ;  and  the 
Council  BcKX)rd8  of  the  Slst  May  in  that  year  show  that 


*  Jamieson's  Etymological  Dictionary, 
t  Pemiy's  Traditiona  of  Perth,  p.  19. 
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''directions  were  given  for  intimating  to  the  teachers  that 
there  will  be  no  entertainment  on  the  day  of  next  examina- 
tion of  the  schools."  These  dinners  after  the  annual  exami- 
nation of  the  schools  were,  however^  resumed  in  1825,  and 
continued  till  1833,  when  they  were  discontinued. 

In  May,  1824,  the  Council  had  again  under  their  con- 
sideration the  application  that  was  made  to  them  to  ^ve  a 
sum  for  class  prizes  in  the  Gnunmar  School,  when  they 
passed  the  following  resolution: — "On  considering  the 
representation  by  a  deputation  of  old  scholars  in  the 
(Jranmiar  School,  the  Council  voted  £3  3s.  for  prize-books, 
to  be  distributed  at  next  examination  of  the  scholars,  and  to 
be  continued  annually  hereafter  until  rescinded.**  It  would 
likely  be  at  this  time  that  the  present  illustrated  imprint 
was  first  prepared  and  placed  on  the  inside  board  of  the 
books  presented  to  the  prize-takers.  It  is  tastefully  exe- 
cated,  with  a  representation  of  the  tablet  stones  above 
the  entrance  door  of  the  Gnunmar  School  on  the  top  of  it. 
We  give  a  copy  of  the  whole. 

On  9th  October,  1824,  the  first  number  of  the  Paisley 
Advertiser  newspaper  appeared.  Previous  to  this  time  there 
was  no  local  medium  for  conmiunicating  the  news  of  the 
town  and  for  advertising.  In  February,  1825,  it  was  stated 
in  that  paper  that  "  Mr.  John  Peddie  will  begin  a  Latin 
Bndiment  Class  on  Monday,  21st  curt.  Beginners  are 
requested  to  enter  precisely  at  that  date.  Public  Greek 
Class  from  1  to  3  afternoon.  Private  French  Class  at  5 
o'clock  afternoon.  Should  a  sufficient  number  offer,  it  is 
intended  to  open  a  class  for  the  acconunodation  of  young 
gentlqnen  who  have  already  made  some  proficiency  in  Latin, 
on  Tuesday,  the  1st  March,  1825,  at  8  o'clock  morning." 

The  following  is  an  advertisement  published  in  the 
Pauley  Advertiser^  giving  an  account  of  the  public  examina- 
tion, and  is  signed  by  Bobert  Farquharson,  Provost: — 
^  On  28th  June,  1725,  the  Town's  Schools  were  examined 
in  presence  of  the  Provost  and  Ma^strates,  and  Ministers  of 
the  town,  the  Kev.  Dr.  Cooper,  of  the  University  of  Glas- 
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gow,  and  a  number  of  other  gentlemen  interested  in  the 
pupils ;  and  on  the  present,  as  on  former  occasions,  die  exa- 
minators  feel  themselves  called  on  to  testify  thus  publicly 
their  entire  approbation  of  the  methods  of  instruction  adopted 
in  the  above  seminaries,  and  the  pleasure  with  which  thej 
have  witnessed  the  improvement  of  the  pupils  in  the  different 
branches  so  creditable  to  their  teachers  and  to  them.  The 
Examinators  proceeded  to  the  Gnunmar  School,  which  they 
found,  as  usual,  in  a  very  high  state  of  discipline.  The  ease, 
the  distinctness,  and  the  accuracy  with  which  the  young 
gentlemen,  in  the  different  classes,  explained  various  passages 
in  the  Latin  and  Greek  classics,  and  the  acquaintance  which 
they  displayed  with  Syntax  and  Prosody,  were  alike  credita- 
ble to  their  diligence  and  to  the  talent  and  assiduity  of  their 
teacher,  Mr.  John  Peddie  and  his  assistant  Mr.  Lorimer." 

Mr.  James  Peddie,  the  teacher  in  the  English  School, 
lived  along  with  his  brother,  Mr.  John  Peddie,  the  Sector,  in 
the  dwelling  house  above  the  Grammar  School.  The 
former  was  married,  but  had  no  children,  and  the  latter  was 
unmarried.  The  following  is  one  of  their  advertisements  in 
the  Paisley  Advertiser  of  2d  July,  1825 : — "  Boabd  and 
Education  —  Messrs.  Peddie  continue  to  receive  young 
gentlemen  boarders  on  moderate  terms.  Parents  and 
guardians  may  rely  on  every  proper  attention  being  paid  to 
^e  education,  health,  and  morals  of  their  young  friends. 
The  most  respectable  references  can  be  given.  N.B. — ^The 
schools  will  open  after  the  vacation  on  Monday,  the  1st 
August." 

At  the  latter  end  of  this  year,  the  Council  appointed  a 
committee  of  their  number  to  visit  and  inspect  the  Town's 
Schools,  and  this  practice  was  hereafter  generally  carried 
out. 

The  Grammar  School  was  again  examined  in  1826,  and 
in  the  following  years  of  the  period  when  Mr.  Peddie  was 
Kector ;  and  the  gentlemen  present  on  these  occasions  were 
much  the  same  as  at  the  last  one.  Advertisements  similar 
to  those  of  last  year,  signed  by  the  Provost,  stating  the  progress 
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made  by  the  scholars,  and  the  qualification  of  the  Teachers, 
were  also  inserted  in  the  newspapers. 

In  February,  1827,  Mr.  John  Peddie's  advertisement  in 
the  newspapers  about  his  classes  was  as  follows : — "  Mr.  J. 
Peddie  begs  leave  to  intimate  that  he  will  begin  a  Latin 
Budiment  Class  on  Monday,  the  19th  curt.  It  will  be  of 
advantage  to  beginners  to  enter  at,  or  as  near,  that  date  as 
possible.  Public  Greek  Class  from  one  till  three  o'clock 
afternoon.  While  prosecuting  the  study  of  Latin  and 
Greek,  that  of  English  is  never  overlooked  nor  neglected. 
The  hoja  in  the  young  class  are  for  the  first  twelve  months 
exercised  daily  in  English  reading  and  spelling ;  and  once  a 
week  the  attention  of  all  the  classes  is  particularly  directed 
to  these  highly  useful  and  important  exercises.  Pupils  can 
be  admitted  to  any  of  the  classes,  according  to  the  different 
degrees  of  proficiency  which  they  may  have  attained  in  the 
knowledge  of  the  Latin  language."  The  advertisements 
which  Mr.  Peddie  hereafter  issued  as  to  his  classes  were 
veiy  similar  to  this. 

Mr.  Alexander  Lorimer,  who  had  filled  with  much 
acceptance  and  ability  the  important  position  of  Assistant  to 
Mr.  Peddie  in  the  Grammar  School  for  nearly  a  quarter  of 
a  century,  died  very  suddenly  on  the  12th  October,  1831. 
This  most  estimable  gentleman  was  bom  at  Sanquhar,  in 
Dnmfries-shire,  on  the  5th  October,  1779,  and  was  thus  at 
his  death  fifty-two  years  of  age.  His  father,  Mr.  John 
Lorimer,  was  for  some  time  Provost  of  Sanquhar,  and  for 
about  thirty  years  was  a  Ma^trate  in  that  Town.  He 
received  his  education,  first  at  the  Parish  School  of 
Sanquhar,  and  afterwards  in  the  University  of  Edinburgh, 
where  he  matriculated  in  the  Greek  and  Latin  classes  taught 
by  Professors  Dalzell  and  Hill.  These  gentlemen,  on  his 
leaving  the  University,  united  in  bearing  testimony  that 
their  pupil  had  behaved  with  great  propriety,  and  had  prose- 
cuted his  studies  with  diligence  and  success.  It  was  his 
desire  to  have  studied  for  the  ministry,  but  failing  health 
compelled  him  to  abandon  that  idea.      In  1801  he  came  to 
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Paisley,  and  entered  the  Town's  English  School  as  Assistant 
to  Mr.  James  Peddie.  In  1807,  on  the  retirement  of  Mr. 
Pool,  he  was  installed  as  Assistant  Classical  Master  in  the 
Grammar  School,  and  in  that  sitoation  he  continued  till  his 
death.  His  duties  included  teaching  the  Greek  and  Latin 
languages,  and  the  reading  of  the  Scriptures  at  times  set 
apart  for  that  purpose.  The  hours  of  attendance  were 
from  10  till  12  and  1  to  3,  and  on  Saturdays  from  10  till 
12.  In  those  days  the  present  Saturday  holiday  was  un- 
known, and  the  summer  vacation  was  confined  to  the  month 
of  July.  During  the  other  hours  of  the  day,  however,  Mr. 
Lorimer  had  the  use  of  the  schoolroom  for  teaching  writing 
and  arithmetic,  and  had  classes  for  these  branches  from  8 
till  9  morning,  12  till  1,  and  4  till  5  afternoon.  He  also, 
with  the  sanction  of  Mr.  Peddie,  opened  classes  in  his  own 
house  for  Greek,  Latin,  and  French ;  and  not  a  few  who 
believed  themselves  too  old  to  enter  the  Grammar  School 
obtained  from  him  privately  a  classical  education,  which 
enabled  them  to  take  up  a  respectable  position  as  professional 
men  or  merchants.*  Of  his  abilities  and  success  as  a  teacher 
ample  evidence  was  given  by  the  certificates  which  he 
received  from  professors,  clerg3rmen,  magistrates,  and  others 
who  periodically  examined  the  Grammar  School,  or  whose 
families  were  under  his  tuition,  when  in  1811  he  was  a  can- 
didate for  the  Rectorship  of  the  Ayr  Academy.  In  early 
youth  he  had  acquired  a  very  fine  siyle  of  writing,  and  his 
classes,  both  public  and  private,  for  that  branch  of  ednca* 
tion,  as  well  as  for  arithmetic,  were  well  attended.  He  was  a 
man  of  a  singularly  affable  and  courteous  manner,  gentlemanly 


*  In  the  Glasgow  Courier  of  let  July,  1817,  he  had  the  following  adrer- 
tisement — ^the  only  one  we  haye  fallen  in  with  : — "  Mr.  Lorimer  respecfc- 
fully  intimates  that  on  Monday,  the  4th  of  Aagost,  he  resomea  hia 
Writing  and  Arithmetic  Classes.  He  will  begin  a  second  Greek  Clasa  at 
a  convenient  hoar  in  the  eyening.  He  continues  to  teach  privately  in  his 
own  house  and  in  families  as  formerly/' 
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deportment,  and  unaffected  piety.    These  qualities  caused 

him  to  be  universally  beloved,  and  by  none  more  so  than  his 

pupils.  In  those  days  teachers  were  wisely  not  prohibited  from 

incnlcating  at  any  hour  of  the  day  the  principles  of  the  Bible, 

and  he  embraced  every  opportunity  to  impress  upon  the 

minds  of  his  pupils  the  precepts  of  the  Great  Guide  Book. 

Many  of  his  scholars  in  after  days  remembered  and  gratefully 

acknowledged  the  pains  bestowed  by  him  upon  their  religious 

education.  A  man  with  such  powers  and  principles  is  sure  to  be 

held  in  respect  by  all  good  men ;  and  the  late  Rev.  Dr.  M^air, 

with  many  arguments  and  entreaties,  earnestly  pressed  him 

to  accept  the  office  of  elder  in  the  Abbey  Church,  and  at 

last  prevailed.    On  10th  November,  1828,  he  was  ordained 

to  the  eldership,  and  admitted  a  member  of  the  Abbey 

Church  Session.    A  few  weeks  before  his  death,  he  met 

with  a  slight  accident,  which  prevented  him  from  walking 

freely.    Arrangements  were  made  with  an  old  lady  friend 

who  resided  near  the  school  that  his  dinner  should  be 

prepared  in  her  house  in  order  to  save  the  fatigue  of  walking. 

On  12th  October,  1831,  he  dined  with  her  between  the 

hours  of  three  and  four  o'clock ;  and  there,  in  the  humble 

attic  of  a  house  near  the  head  of  the  School  Wynd,  now 

removed,  after  dinner,  as  was  his  wont,  he  read  a  portion  of 

the  Bible,  joined  with  his  aged  friend  in  singing  the  praises 

of  Gbd,  and  concluded  with  prayer.    That  was  the  last  diet 

of  family  worship  he  was  privileged  to  enjoy.    Two  hours 

afterwards,  feeling  himself  unwell  in  the  school,  the  pupils 

were  dismissed  sooner  than  usual.    He  walked  home,  threw 

himself  on  a  bed,  and  instantly  expired.    The  cause  of  death 

was  believed  to  be  heart  disease.    Mr.  Lorimer  was  married, 

and  had  a  family.    His  widow  survived  him  thirty-^ve  years, 

and  died  in  the  8th  December,  1866,  in  the  86th  year  of 

her  age. 

On  6th  August,  1832,  Mr.  «Tohn  Peddie  published  the 
following  advertisement  (the  last  he  issued)  in  the  Paisley 
Advertiser: — "The  public  schools  being  now  opened  after 
the  vacation,  Mr.  PcKldie  begs  to  intimate  that  on  Monday, 
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the  13th  current,  he  will  admit  beginners,  and  receive  pupils 
to  his  more  advanced  Latin  and  Greek  classes,  according  to 
the  various  stages  of  proficiency." 

On  5th  November,  1832,  Mr.  Peddie  sent  a  letter  to  the 
Town  Council  intimating  his  desire  to  resign  his  situation 
as  Rector  of  the  Grammar  School.  He  had  entered  upon 
this  situation  in  1797,  and  had  therefore  filled  it  for  the  long 
period  of  thirty-six  years,  and  his  health  had  now  commenced 
to  give  way.  The  following  is  a  copy  of  this  letter : — "I 
feel  disposed  to  retire  from  my  present  situation  in  the 
Grammar  School,  provided  an  annuity  be  allowed  in  some 
degree  proportioned  to  my  long  and  efficient  service."  The 
consideration  of  this  letter  was  taken  up  at  the  next  meeting 
of  Council  in  the  following  month,  when  they  "  agreed  to 
secure  £42  annually  to  Mr.  Peddie  as  a  retiring  allowance 
on  account  of  the  state  of  his  health  and  his  long  and 
efficient  services,  upon  condition  that  Mr.  Peddie  consented 
to  the  appointment  of  an  Assistant,  and  relinquish,  during 
the  Assistant's  incumbency,  the  Kector^s  salary,  the  dwelling- 
house,  and  the  school  wages  and  emoluments."  A  week 
after  this,  Mr.  Peddie  sent  a  letter  to  the  Council  accepting 
these  terms,  and  it  was  agreed  that  a  minute  of  agreement 
embodying  some  amendments  suggested  by  .Mr.  Wylie, 
vmter,  should  be  prepared  and  signed  by  both  parties. 
This  was  done ;  and  the  terms  of  the  agreement,  which  were 
virtually  as  already  stated,  were  signed  on  the  23rd  January, 
1833. 

In  the  same  month  the  Coimcil  advertised  for  candidates 
to  succeed  Mr.  Peddie,  and  as  one  of  the  conditions  was 
that  the  persons  elected  should  be  burdened  with  the  pay- 
ment of  the  retiring  allowance,  some  of  those  who  intended 
to  be  candidates  declined  to  offer.    This  difficulty  was,  how- 
le  by  a  number  of  gentlemen  interested  in  the 
the  Grammar  School,  having  raised,  by  sub- 
much  money  as  would  yield  to  the  Teacher 
appointed  £68  per  annum  for  three  years,  to  be 
lition  that  he  delivered  a  course  of  lectures 
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annually  on  literaiy  or  scientific  subjects  of  his  own  selection. 
Several  applications  for  the  office  were  lodged  with  the 
Town  Ckmndly  who,  on  1st  Mardi,  unanimously  elected  Mr. 
William  Hunter,  Professor  of  Logic  and  Ethics  in  the 
Anderscmian  Institution  of  Glasgow,  to  be  Assistant  Bector 
and  successor  to  Mr.  John  Peddie.     The  conditions  of  his 
appointment  were,  that  he  was  **  to  have  a  yearly  salaiy  of 
200  pounds  scots  (£16  13s.  4d.),  and  three  pounds  scots 
(56.)  in  lieu  of  peats  yearly,  with  the  fees  or  wages  of  the 
scholars,  and  possession  of  the  dwelling  house  and  school- 
room occupied  by  Mr.  Peddie.     The  salary  of  200  pounds 
scots  is  to  be  paH  by  the  community  by  two  equal  instal- 
ments at  Tiammas  and  Candlemas,  beginning  the  first  pay- 
ment at  T<ammas  first,  and  the  allowance  for  peats  is  to  be 
paid  at  Candlemas.    The  entry  to  the  school-room  is  to  be 
immediate,  and  the  entry  to  the  dwelling  house  at  Whit- 
sunday next.    The  dwelling  house  and  school  are  to  be  put 
in  good  order,  and  the  said  assistant  and  successor  is  to  keep 
the  glass  of  the  windows  in  repair  during  his  incumbency. 
(2nd)  The  said  Assistant  and  successor  shall  be  bound  and 
obliged,  by  acceptance  of  his  office,  upon  the  conditions  of 
his  election  now  specified,  to  make  pajrment  during  his 
incumbency  of  an  annuily  of  £42  sterling  to  Mr.  John 
Peddie^  by  equal  half-yearly  portions  at  Lammas  and  Candle- 
mas, bftgitining  the  first  payment  at  Lammas,  1833*    (3rd.) 
The  said  Assistant  and  successor  is  to  relieve  Mr.  Peddie  of 
the  whole  duties  of  the  Bectorship.    He  is  to  teach  Greek 
and  Latin,  at  such  hours  as  may  be  fixed,  without  prejudice 
to  his  teaching  any  other  languages,  dead  or  living,  for  which 
be  may  have  time*    (4th.)  The  election  of  the  said  Assistant 
and   successor  shall  be   annual  at  the  Michaelmas  Head 
Court,  any  law  or  practice  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 
He  is  not  to  be  at  liberty  to  leave  his  charge  without  giving 
three  months'  notice  to  the  Magistrates  and  Council,  and  in 
case  he  is  not  re-elected  at  any  annual  Michaelmas  Head 
Court,  the  Magistrates  are  to  give  him  notification  in  writing, 
by  their  Clerk,  of  such  non-election,  and  he  shall  be  bound. 
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without  any  other  notification  or  warning,  to  quit  his  situa- 
tion and  give  up  the  house  and  school-room  at  and  upon  the 
first  day  of  April  following  such  non-election/'  Such  were 
the  stringent  and  business-like  conditions  under  which  Mr. 
Hunter  was  elected  to  fill  this  very  important  situation. 
His  appointment  by  the  Town  Council  gave  great  satisfac- 
tion to  the  town,  for  Mr.  Hunter  came  with  testimonials 
from  gentlemen  who  were,  from  their  position  and  literaiy 
qualifications,  well  able  to  judge  of  his  abilities  as  a  teacher. 
Mr.  Hunter,  besides  being  a  good  Latin  and  Greek  scholar, 
was  known  to  have  published  some  works  on  grammar. 

Before  Mr.  John  Peddie  left  the  Grammar  School,  his 
pupils  presented  him  with  a  veiy  elegant  and  ornamental 
portable  writing  desk,  as  a  testimony  of  then*  affection  and 
gratitude. 

Mr.  Hunter^s  first  advertisement  in  the  newspapers  re- 
garding the  Grammar  School,  after  entering  it,  was  on  22d 
March,  and  was  as  follows : — ^^  Mr.  Hunter  has  the  pleasure 
of  announcing  that  he  has  opened  the  Grammar  School,  and 
that  he  will  contiDue  to  form  classes  till  the  2d  April,  when 
the  quarter  will  commence.  In  connection  with  Greek  and 
Latin,  will  be  taught  English  Literature,  ancient  and  modem 
Geography,  Grecian  and  Soman  Antiquities,  and  the  History 
of  England,  as  well  as  that  of  Greece  and  Some.  Exerdses 
will  be  regularly  prescribed,  the  subjects  for  composition 
varied  according  to  the  pupil's  age  and  intellectual  advance- 
ment, selected  with  a  view  to  interest  him,  train  him  to  hahitd 
of  attention,  observation,  inquiry,  association,  and  induction, 
and  to  cultivate  his  moral  feelings." 

When  Mr.  John  Peddie  left  the  Grammar  School  at 
Whitsimday,  1833,  he  went  to  reside  at  the  beautifully 
situated  watering-place  of  Dunoon,  in  Argyleshire,  to  spend 
in  peace  the  remainder  of  his  days,  after  a  long  life  of 
activity  and  arduous  labour.  He  did  not,  however,  long 
survive  to  enjoy  this  retiirement,  for,  after  a  brief  illness,  he 
died  on  the  19th  of  June  following.  We  cannot  do  better 
than  give  the  following  feeling  and  well-written  extract  fram 
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the  Pmle^f  Advertiser  at  that  time  regarding  Mr.  Peddie, 
from  the  pen  of  the  late  Mr.  Thomas  Crichton,  the  Governor 
of  the  Town's  Hospital : — 


''In  oar  paper  of  the  22nd  nit,  we  mentioned  the  death  of  Mr. 

John  Peddiey  Rector  of  the  Grammar  School  of  Paisley.    Having 

been,  on  the  strong  recommendation  of  the  distingoished  Dr.  John 

Honter,  Professor  of  Humanity  in  the  University  of  St.  Andrews, 

and  other  competent   judges  of   scholarship,  appointed   to  this 

ntoation  in  1797,  he  continued  to  discharge  the  duties  of  his  office 

for  about  thirty-nx  years.      Of  the  able  manner  in  which   he 

performed  these,  his  numerous  pupils,  scattered  over  the  country, 

can  amply  attest.    From  not  a  few  of  these  he  received,  during  lus 

inaunbency,  the  most  expressive  tokens  of  their  kind  regard  ;  and 

by  many  <rf  them  will  lus  memory  be  long  cherished  with  affection 

and  gratitude,  on  account  of  the  careful  training  to  which  they  were 

snbjected  under  his  skilful  tuition.     Knowing  how  much  future 

soocess  depends  on  the  manner  in  which  the  foundation  is  laid,  it 

was  his  particular  study  to  make  the  young  committed  to  lus  charge 

well  acquainted  with  the  elements  of  the  language  in  which  it  was 

his  province  to  instruct  them,  and  to  form  in  them  those  habits  of 

aoeoracy  in  which  he  had  himself  been  trained.     Of  these,  the 

annual  examinations  of  his  school  afforded,  on  many  occasions,  a 

gratifying  exhibition.    It  was  owing  to  his  general  reputation  as  a 

scholar,  and  the  respectable  appearance  which  many  of  his  scholars 

made  in  the  University  of  Glasgow,  that  he  many  years  ago  received 

unsolicited  the  offer  of  becoming  one  of  the  Masters  of  the  Grammar 

Sdiool  of  that  dty.    Connected  with  the  community  at  large,  Mr. 

John  Peddie  was  a  most  respectable  and  useful  member  of  society, 

not  only  contributing  his  pecuniary  aid  to  the  support  of  several 

benevolent  institutions,  but   also  occasionally  engaging  with  no 

small  eagerness  in  the  management  of  their  affairs.    To  him,  the 

Dispensary  and  House  of  Recovery,  and  the  fund  for  the  relief  of 

the  widows  and  children  of  the  Burgh,  and  Parochial  schoolmasters 

in  Scotland,  are  particularly  indebted.    As  an  evidence  of  the  high 

respect  in  which  he  was  held  by  his  brethren  in  the  profession,  he 

was  called  to  the  honour  of  being  President  at  the  general  meeting 

of  delegates  of  the  Burgh  and  Parochial  schoolmasters  held  in 

Sdinburgh  in  1831.    In  private  life,  Mr.  John  Peddie  exhibited 

iDany  of  those   virtues  which   characterise   the   gentleman   and 

adiolar.    As  a  friend,  he  was  sincere,  steady,  affectionate,  and 

liospitable;  and  in  the  social  circle  he  was  always  a  pleasant. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


180  THE  HISTORY  OF  THE 

enterfcaming,  and  oommunicative  companion.  Ever  sinoe  the  death 
of  liia  late  excellent  brother  in  December  last,  to  whom  he  bore  a 
strong  fraternal  regard,  Mr.  Peddie  had  been  in  a  dedining  state  of 
health,  which  rendered  it  requisite  that  he  should  withdraw  from 
his  professional  labours.  Having,  after  the  necessaiy  arrangements 
were  made,  gone  a  few  weeks  preceding  his  death  to  reside  in  a 
cottage  pleasantly  situated  near  Dunoon,  those  interested  in  the 
prolongation  of  his  life  anxiously  hoped  that  retirement  to  this 
agreeable  and  healthy  situation  might  prove  the  happy  means  of 
reinvigorating  a  constitution  once  strong,  but  now  materially 
impaired.  In  this  fond  expectation,  however,  they  have  been 
painfully  disappointed,  as  he  died  suddenly  on  the  19th  ult.,  as 
already  intimated,  deeply  regretted  by  a  numerous  circle  of  friends." 


Mr.  Jolm  Peddle^  on  the  8th  October,  1804,  became  a 
member  of  the  Maltmen's  Society,  and  on  3d  October,  1811, 
he,  along  with  his  brother,  entered  the  Incorporation  of 
Merchants.  On  the  3d  October,  1822,  he  was  appointed 
one  of  the  key-keepers  of  the  corporation  chest ;  and,  on  6th 
October,  1825,  he  was  elected  collector  to  the  Society. 

At  the  beginning  of  August,  1833,  Mr.  Hunter  had 
another  advertisement  in  the  newspapers,  which  was  as 
follows : — ^^  The  classes  meet  on  Monday,  the  5th  August 
On  that  day,  and  also  on  Monday,  the  12th  of  August,  a 
class  for  pupils  commencing  the  study  of  Latin  will  be 
formed.  The  ladies'  and  gentlemen's  private  classes  for  the 
*  improvement  of  the  mind,'  and  the  study  of  either  Greek 
or  Latin,  will  meet  three  times  a  week,  on  days  and  at  hours 
(the  hoiu*s  of  the  public  classes  excepted)  convenient  for  the 
majority  of  those  who  may  join  any  one  of  the  classes.  A 
limited  number  of  boarders  taken.  There  is  room  for  two 
young  gentlemen." 

Soon  after  Mr.  Hunter's  appointment  he  set  about  ob- 
taining a  library  for  the  use  of  the  boys  in  the  Grammar 
School;  and,  besides  appealing  to  the  public  for  donations, 
one  of  the  measures  he  adopted  for  ndsing  funds  to  purchase 
books  for  it,  was  the  securing  of  Mr.  Wilson,  Professor  of 
Natural  Philosophy  in  the  Andersonian  University,  to  give 
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a  lecture  on  the  <^  Nature  and  the  advantages  of  Science." 
The  tickets  were  Is.  each.  Mr.  Watt,  late  Professor  of 
Astronomy  in  Andersonian  University,  also,  in  the  beginning 
of  the  following  year,  gave  a  lecture  in  the  Philosophical 
Institution,  on  the  **  Plurality  of  Worlds,"  and  the  funds 
were  applied  to  the  same  laudable  purpose. 

The  first  examination  of  the  scholars  since  they  came 
imderMr.  Hunter's  charge  was  on  24th  October,  in  this 
year;  and,  besides  the  Magistrates  and  Town  Council  and 
Ministers  of  the  town,  there  were  present  Sir  D.  K. 
Sandford  and  Professor  Bamsay  from  the  Glasgow  Univer- 
sity. The  attendance  otherwise  was  considerable,  and  the 
examination  passed  off  with  great  eclat.  In  the  evening  the 
Provost,  Magistrates,  and  Council,  and  a  number  of  other 
gentlemen,  amounting  in  all  to  about  seventy,  dined  in  the 
Saracen's  HeadLm.  Provost  Orr  was  in  the  chair,  and 
was  supported  on  the  right  by  Sir  D.  K.  Sandford,  and  on 
the  left  by  Professor  Ramsay.  Among  the  toasts  given  was 
that  of  "Mr.  Hunter,"  by  Professor  Sandford,  who,  among 
other  remarks,  said  that  '^  when  the  situation  of  Eector  of  the 
Grammar  School  was  vacant,  the  Magistrates  did  him  the 
honour  to  consult  him,  and  he  felt  no  hesitation  in  recom- 
mending Mr.  William  Hunter  as  being  well  qualified  for  the 
high  and  important  trust.  He  put  it  to  the  gentlemen  pre- 
sent to  say  if  he  had  not  fully  satisfied  his  patrons  and  per- 
formed his  duties  in  such  a  manner  as  to  give  universal  satis- 
faction." 

The  custom  of  the  Magistrates  dining  together  on  the 
afternoon  of  the  annual  examinations  of  the  schools  under 
their  charge,  and  paying  the  cost  of  the  same  out  of  the  Cor- 
poration funds,  was  one  that  had  been  carried  on  for  a  long 
time.  We  can  trace  this  social  practice  of  good  feeling 
which  existed  among  the  Magistrates,  Clergymen,  and 
Teachers  in  the  town  as  far  back  as  1785,  and  the  place  of 
dining  was  invariably  the  Saracens'  Head  Inn,  which  be- 
longed to  the  community.  Prior  to  this  date,  the  discharged 
accounts  belonging  to  the  Council  are  very  incomplete.    We 
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found,  however,  the  tavern  bill  for  1762-3,  and  although 
the  total  amount  of  it  was  the  very  considerable  sum  of 
£54  4s.,  yet  there  was  only,  on  10th  August,  1762,  the  very 
small  amount  of  2s.  6d.  '^  spent  at  the  examination  of  the 
Grammar  School"  In  1785  the  sum  charged  by  the  land- 
lord **  for  dinner  and  drink"  was  the  very  moderate  sum  of 
£1  15s.  lOd.,  and  in  the  following  year  the  amount  was 
£1  16s.  lOd.  The  number  who  dined  on  these  occasions 
is  not  stated,  but  there  could  not  be  many — ^veiy  likely  not 
more  than  the  Magistrates,  the  Teachers,  and  the  Clergy- 
men who  were  present  at  the  examinations.  As  time  went 
on,  however,  we  find  that  the  amount  of  the  tavern  bill 
increased,  arising  no  doubt  from  a  greater  number  being 
present ;  and,  in  1795,  the  bill  describes  it  as  the  **  dinner 
to  Ministers  and  Schoolmasters,"  and  the  amount  was 
£2  3s.  lOd.  In  coming  down  to  1806,  the  total  sum  had 
increased  to  £5  15s.  2d.,  but  still  we  have  no  statement  of 
the  number  present.  It  was,  however,  in  1815  that  these 
dinners  seem  to  have  been  best  attended,  and  when,  conse- 
quently, the  expenditure  was  greatest,  with  the  single  excep- 
tion of  the  year  1829.  In  that  year  the  number  who  dined 
is  stated  to  be  twenty-seven,  and  the  bill  had  increased  to  the 
very  considerable  sum  of  £15  17s  lOd.  For  some  years 
after  this  the  number  of  gentlemen  present  did  not  vaiy 
much ;  and,  in  1821,  there  were  twenty  gentlemen  at  din- 
ner, and  the  total  charge  was  £14  4s.  lOd.  In  1825 
there  must  have  been  some  discussion  at  the  CouncQ  Board 
regarding  the  payment  of  the  expenses  incurred  at  these 
dinners,  for,  on  25th  July  in  that  year,  the  Council  agreed 
^^to  leave  it  to  the  Magistrates  to  settle,  as  they  may 
think  proper,  the  bill  for  dinner  on  the  occasion  of  the  late 
examination  of  the  public  schools."  As  the  sum  charged 
against  the  Council  this  year,  by  the  landlord  of  the 
Saracen's  Head  Inn,  was  only  £3  9s.  4d.,  some  of  those 
present  at  the  dinner  must  have  paid  their  own  shares  of  the 
bill ;  but  this  is  not  stated.  During  the  next  three  years, 
the  number  who  dined  was  rather  less  than  formerly,  and  at 
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one  of  these  there  were  only  nineteen  present ;  but,  in  1829, 
twenty-seven  dined,  and  the  bill  was  £16  12s.  6d.  These 
school  examination  dinners  continued  down  to  1833,  with 
Uttle  variation  in  the  number  present;  and  in  that  year 
twenty-five  dined,  and  the  bill  was  £12  17s.  6d.  This  was 
the  last  year  of  the  old  CouncQ,  as  it  was  called,  and  the  last 
time  the  funds  of  the  town  were  spent  in  this  way  at  the 
examinations  of  the  Town's  Schools. 

During  the  end  of  the  last  and  the  conmiencement  of 
the  present  century,  the  members  of  the  Town  Council, 
not  only  in  this  but  in  other  towns,  held  the  opinion  very 
strongly  that  when  they  gave  theur  services — ^and  valuable 
services  too — ^gratuitously,  they  should  not  be  called  upon 
to  spend  any  of  thehr  own  money  in  connection  with 
the  discharge  of  their  public  duties,  but  that  such  should 
be  borne  by  the  community  for  whom  they  acted.  In 
having  these  dinners  after  the  annual  examinations  of 
the  schools,  the  Magistrates  and  Councillors,  undoubtedly, 
considered  they  were  giving  their  countenance  and 
encouragement  to  the  Teachers  who  had  the  laborious 
duties  of  managing  these  schools,  and,  at  the  same  time, 
recognising  the  valuable  services  of  the  Clergymen,  who 
assisted  in  conducting  the  examination  of  the  scholars  on 
these  occasions ;  and  believed,  likewise,  that  while  they  were 
doing  these  things,  they  were,  at  the  same  time,  promoting 
the  cause  of  education  in  the  conmiunity .  Holding  the  views 
we  have  indicated,  the  Council  allowed  the  Corporation  to 
pay  expenditure  of  this  kind,  not  for  the  purpose  of  saving 
their  own  pockets,  but  thinking  the  conmiunity  was  only 
paying  what  in  fairness  it  ought  to  do.  But  the  tavern 
expenses  of  the  Council  were  not  confined  to  these  dinners 
at  the  school  examinations,  but  extended  to  every  occasion 
where  they  were  called  upon  to  perform  any  public  duties. 
Their  greatest  expenditure,  in  this  social  way,  however,  was 
connected  with  the  annual  election  dinners  in  October,  and 
at  the  celebration  of  the  birth-day  of  King  George  HI.  on 
4th  June. 
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To  illustrate  the  habits  and  customs  of  our  ancestors  who 
were  engaged  in  the  management  of  the  municipal  affairs  of 
the  town,  we  give  some  explanations  regarding  the  kind  of 
expenditure  to  which  we  have  just  been  referring.  In  1784-5 
the  tav^n  bills  altogether  amounted  to  £42  128. 9d. ;  and  the 
greatest  item  of  expenditure  was  on  the  occasion  of  the 
Kin^s  birth-day,  on  4th  June — amounting  to  £11  13s.  6d. 
The  next  largest  sum  was  at  a  dinner  at  Martinmas  Head 
Court,  when  the  bill  was  £6  Is. ;  and  the  election  dinner 
was  only  charged  £3  3s.  5d.  At  the  ent^ing  of  six 
burgesses  at  different  times,  there  were  scmie  expenses 
incurred,  and  the  whole  amounted  to  £1  9s.  Id.  Ten  years 
after  this,  in  1795-6,  the  tavern  expenses  were  £76  18s.  7d. 
At  the  time  when  the  Council  election  took  place  there  w&re 
two  dinners,  the  expense  of  which  was  £14  15s.  lOd. ;  and 
the  account  at  the  King's  birth-day,  on  3d  June,  £25  ISs. 
On  Landeemers'  day,  or  the  day  the  marches  of  the  Burgh 
were  walked  over,  there  was  in  general  a  dinner  at  the  con- 
elusion  of  the  business.  This  ceremony  was  generally  in 
the  second  week  of  June,  and  the  dinner  bill  this  year  was 
£10  8s.  4d.  As  already  mentioned,  there  was  on  almost  every 
public  occasion  a  dinner  in  the  Saracens'  Head  Inn.  When 
Thomas  Potts  was  hanged  at  the  Cross,  on  17th  August, 
1797,  the  melancholy  event  was  not  allowed  to  pass  over 
without  the  usual  dinner,  and  the  bill  on  this  occasion 
amounted  to  £15  3s.  Id.;  but  in  it  was  included  ^entertain- 
ment to  the  hangman  and  assistant,"  without  stating  the 
amount.  The  expenses  of  these  dinners  were,  like  those  at 
the  school  examinations,  gradually  on  the  increase ;  and,  in 
1805-6,  the  total  amount  charged  against  the  Council  by  the 
landlord  of  the  Saracens'  Head  Inn  had  reached  the  v^y 
considerable  sum  of  £145  16s.  2d.  Besides  the  usual  muni- 
cipal dinners,  during  this  year,  there  was  one  on  the  9th 
November,  to  celebrate  the  victory  of  the  British  Fleet, 
under  the  command  of  Lord  Nelson,  in  Trafalgar  Bay^  on 
21st  October,  1805,  the  bill  for  which  was  £11  17s.;  and 
another  dinner  to  celebrate  the  victory  of  part  of  the  British 
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Fleet,  commanded  by  Sir  R.  Strachan,  off  Cape  Ortegal,  on 
4th  November  of  the  same  year,  the  expense  of  which  was 
£21  14s.  It  was  the  practice  that  a  committee  of  the 
Coancii  met  in  the  Saracens'  Head  Inn,  on  the  night  previ- 
ous to  the  birth-day  of  George  m.,  to  make  the  punch  to  be 
used  on  the  following  day.  They  always  had  supper,  aad 
the  bill  varied  from  £1  to  £2.  This  year  the  expense  on  the 
4th  June  was  £39  14s.  On  these  occasions  the  health  of 
the  King  was  publicly  drunk  at  the  Cross  during  the  day, 
when  there  was  invariably  a  large  assemblage.  This  cere- 
mony did  not  occupy  much  time.  The  Bailies  came  from 
the  inner  chambers  on  the  second  flat  of  the.  Town's  buildings 
to  the  platform  at  the  head  of  the  outside  stair.  After 
wishing  the  King  long  life  and  many  returns  of  the  natal 
day,  they  each  drank  a  glass  of  wine,  and,  amidst  much 
noise,  pitched  the  empty  glasses  among  the  crowd,  who  made 
great  efforts  to  secure  them.  From  this  period  down  to 
1815-16,  these  expenses  continued  to  be  about  the  same 
as  last  stated,  and  then  they  amounted  to  £120  3s.  At  the 
election  dinner  in  October,  1815,  thirty-eight  dined;  and  to 
show  what  charges  were  made  for  a  dinner  at  this  time 
we  pve  the  different  items  in  the  bill  : — 

Dinner,  3s.  6d.  each. 

Port  Wine,  12  bottles,   ... 

Sherry  Wine, ... 

Brandy, 

Whisky, 

Punch, 

Toddy, 

Ginger  Beer,  12  bottles. 

Porter, 

J3eer,  ...  ... 

Lemonade  and  Sugar,     ... 
Officers,  ... 

In  all,  ... 


.     £6  13 

0 

3  12 

0 

5    5 

0 

0    8 

0 

0    4 

0 

1  10 

0 

0    5 

0 

0    6 

0 

0    9 

0 

0    4 

0 

0  10 

6 

0  15 

0 

.    £20    1 

6 
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But  the  greatest  expenditure  by  the  Council  in  this  way 

was  in  1822,  when  the  Magistrates  went  to  Edinburgh  on 

the  occasion  of  the  visit  of  King  George  IV.  to  Scotland. 

The  items  were  as  follows : — 

Magistrates' Expenses,    ... 

Grierson  and  Murray's  Account,    ... 

Cost  of  a  Service  of  Plate  presented  to  Miss 

Montgomerie*  for  the  use  of  her  house,  and 

engraving  inscription  thereon,    ... 
William  Stirling,  for  horse  harness, 
William  Stirling,  as  follows : — 

Three  scarlet  cloth  coats,  with  mountings, ... 

Scarlet  cloth  jacket,    ... 

Coachman's  scarlet  coat. 

Five  blue  cloth  vests,  with  gilt  buttons,     ... 

Five  pair  blue  plush  small  clothes, 

Hat,  with  silver  lace  band, 

Cleaning  five  cocked  hats,  with  a  silver  lace 
loop  to  one  of  them,  stockings,  gloves,  &c., 
J.  MTarlane,  four  pair  shoes  to  officers, 

Do.,         one  pair  jockey  boots  to  driver, 
Thomas  and  Mcintosh,  for  painting  Paisley 

Arms  and  crest. 

Painting  otherwise,     ... 

Mounting  barouche  seat  with  scarlet  cloth, 

lace  trimmed  with  fringe,       ...  ...         7     0    0 

A  set  of  footman  holders,  with  leather  straps 
and  buckles,   and    other  alterations   on 
landau,    ...  ...      "       ...  ...         7   18    0 

Peter  Fraser,  for  horses  and  carriage  to  Edin- 
burgh,        ...  ...  ...  ...       35     0    0 


£53  18 
28  11 

7 
0 

24  18 
14  13 

0 
0 

10  17 

2  18 
4  10 

3  15 
8  5 
0  16 

6 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 

0  12 
2  3 
2  5 

6 
6 
6 

2  2 
1  0 

0 
0 

£211     3    7 


*  The  lady  with  whom  the  Bailies  lived  when  in  Edinburgh,  and  who 
declined  to  make  any  pecuniary  charge. 
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Off  for  harness  afterwards  sold  to  Peter 

Fraser,         ...  ...  ...         6    0    0 


£205    3     7 


The  enthasiastic  feeh'ugs  of  loyalty  and  joy  that  pervaded 
Scotland  on  the  occasion  of  the  visit  of  George  IV.  to 
Edinburgh  at  this  time,  can  scarcely  now  be  conceived.  In 
every  county  and  town  of  any  importance  meetings  were 
held,  and  arrangements  made  for  presenting  addresses  to  His 
Majesty.  Almost  every  borgh,  also,  had  deputations 
appointed,  with  the  Provost  at  their  head,  to  present  these 
addresses ;  and  no  little  rivalry  existed  among  many  of  the 
Town  Councils,  regarding  the  dignity  in  which  their  repre- 
sentatives should  appear  in  the  metropolis  of  Scotland. 
Some  of  the  burghs,  such  as  Stirling,  had  a  carriage  with 
four  horses  for  the  use  of  their  deputation.  In  the  midst 
of  preparations  and  joyful  enthusiasm  of  this  kind,  it  is  not 
to  be  wondered  at  that  the  Town  Council  of  Paisley  became 
infected  with  the  same  feeUngs,  and  provided  a  humble 
equipage  with  two  horses  for  the  use  of  the  Magistrates,  and 
incurred  the  expenses  which  we  have  just  described. 

The  total  expenditure  this  year,  with  the  foregoing,  was 
£302  6s.  Id.;  but  in  this  was  included  an  old  debt  incurred 
in  1819  for  refreshments  given  to  fifty-eight  soldiers  for  seven 
days,  amounting  to  £33  16s.  6d.  For  some  years  after  this, 
these  accounts  were  much  reduced  in  amount,  and,  in 
1828-29,  they  were  £52  lis.  At  most  of  the  Council  dinners 
from  1802,  Thomas  Boyd,  who  was  celebrated  for  singing 
comic  songs,  and  particularly  that  of  **  Good  Queen  Bess," 
was  present ;  and  was,  except  in  1808  when  he  got  £2  2s., 
genially  paid  £1  Is.,  but  sometimes,  latterly,  only  10s.  6d., 
as  a  recompence  for  his  trouble.*    From  this  time,  down  to 

*  "  Thomas  Boyd  died  on  20th  January,  1836,  in  his  9l8t  year.  From 
early  life,  Mr.  Boyd  was  diBtinguished  as  an  admirable  comic  singer,  and 
for  more  than  -half  a  century  has  contributed  by  his  vocal  powers  to 
enliven  the  festivities  of  public  and  private  parties  for  many  miles 
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1832-33,  there  was  little  difference  in  the  amount  of  these 
bills ;  and  in  that  year,  it  was  £47  5s.  3d.  The  election 
bill  was  £32  4s.  3d.,  and  fifty-nine  were  dined.  This 
sum,  and  the  cost  of  the  dinner  at  the  school  examination, 
formed  the  principal  expenditure;  but  from  that  date,  all 
these  dinners  ceased  to  be  paid  out  of  the  Corporation  Funds. 
After  the  New,  or  Reformed  Town  Council,  as  it  was 
called,  were  installed  in  office,  one  of  the  subjects  taken  up 
by  them  was  to  ascertain  the  amount  of  the  grant  by  King 
James  the  VI.  to  the  Grammar  School,  and  whether  the 
terms  of  the  Deed  of  Endowment  had  been  complied  with. 
The  Committee  to  whom  this  matter  was  referred,  did  not 
report  upon  the  first  part  of  the  remit, — finding,  we  suppose, 
in  looking  into  the  subject,  that  it  was  too  weighty  and 
intricate  a  matter  to  undertake ;  but  they  recommended,  in 
terms  of  the  original  Charter,  that  four  poor  boys  belonging 
to  the  Burgh  should  be  educated  at  tiie  Grammar  School 
without  any  charge,  and  receive  besides,  of  money,  10  merks 
scots  (lis.  Id.)  each.  This  recommendation  was  adopted 
by  the  Council,  and  advertised  in  the  newspapers,  and  by 
placards  put  into  the  shop  windows  of  the  town.  The 
following  is  a  copy  of  this  advertisement,  dated  10th  Oct., 
1834,  and  is  signed  by  the  Town  Clerk : — **  Intimation  is 
hereby  given  that  four  poor  boys,  natives  of  the  Burgh  of 
Paisley,  properly  recommended  for  their  docility  and  talents, 
will  be  admitted  into  the  Grammar  School  upon  the  10th 
November  next,  for  the  purpose  of  receiving  a  classical 
education  without  charge ;  and  that  in  terms  of  the  Charter 
of  James  VI.  founding  the  School,  ten  merks  scots  (lis.  Id.) 
will  be  paid  by  the  Community  yearly  to  each  of  the  said 


aroand.  Daring  the  French  revolutionary  war,  he  made  himself  master 
of  almost  all  the  political  songs  of  any  merit,  which  he  selected  to  suit 
the  taste  of  his  aadience,  and  he  sung  with  great  effect  He  has  been 
the  hnsband  of  three  wives,  by  whom  he  had  twenty-five  children,  eight 
of  whom  and  twenty-one  grandchildren  survive  him.  His  second 
danghter,  aged  55  years,  and  his  youngest  daughter,  under  55  weeks, 
were  at  his  bedside  when  he  died.—P<U$ley  Advertiser,  Jan.  23,  1836. 
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boys  while  remaining  in  tlie  School.  Applications  for 
admission,  with  testimonials,  to  be  laid  before  the  Town 
Council,  mnst  be  lodged  with  the  Town  Clerk  on  or  before 
the  1st  day  of  November  next."  No  applications  were, 
however,  made ;  and  in  the  following  year,  a  similar  adver- 
tisement was  issned  with  the  same  resalt.  The  Council 
agreed,  in  1836,  that  the  sum  applicable  by  the  Charter  of 
the  foundation  of  the  Grammar  School  to  four  poor  boys 
attending  the  school,  should,  as  no  application  had  been 
made  for  the  money,  be  applied  to  the  purchase  of  prizes. 
They,  therefore,  voted  £2  2s.  for  that  purpose. 

On  2 1  st  October  of  this  year,  the  Grammar  School  was  again 
exammed  by  Sir  D.  K.  Sandf ord  and  Professor  Ramsay.  At 
the  close  of  the  proceedings.  Sir  D.  K.  Sandf  ord,  with  his 
usual  eloquence,  addressed  the  pupils  and  their  teacher, 
paying  the  highest,  and,  as  he  said,  the  most  sincere  compli- 
ments to  both.  In  eulogising  Mr.  Hunter^s  course  of  tuition, 
he  took  occasion  to  say  "that  its  excellency  consisted  not  only 
in  what  it  did,  biit  also  in  what  it  did  not  include.  He  had 
led  his  pupils  into  paths  which  certainly  had  not  been  usually 
trod  by  the  mere  Grammar  School  boy  (these,  however, 
all  run  parallel  with  his  classical  course) ;  but  he  had  not 
deviated,  as,  unfortunately,  has  been  done  in  other  places, 
into  departments  of  study  quite  foreign  to  classical  literature, 
and  unsuitable  for  boys  at  the  age  best  fitted  for  acquiring 
its  elements.  In  the  places  to  which  he  alluded,  mathe- 
matics and  the  modem  languages  are  to  be  crowded  in  the 
same  course  with  Greek  and  Latin.  Now,  he  said  that 
mathematics  was  above  the  comprehension  of,  and  repugnant 
to  the  feelings  of  boys  at  the  age  alluded  to ;  and  as  for 
modem  languages,  they  are  easily  and  best  acquired  by 
young  men  after  they  have  finished  those  studies — the 
cUssics — ^which  form  the  best  foundation  upon  which  to  rear 
all  mental  superstructures,  whether  literary  or  scientific." 

No  sum  was  voted  by  the  Council  out  of  the  Towns' 
funds  to  purchase  prizes,  but  each  member  subscribed  half- 
a-guinea  to  procure  prizes  for  the  scholars  who  had  distin- 
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guished  themselves  in  the  Town's  Schools.  A  number  of 
those  gentlemen  who  were  present  at  the  examination  aftei^ 
wards  subscribed  a  testimonial  regarding  it,  which  was  pub- 
lished in  the  newspapers,  and  is  as  follows: — "We,  the 
undersigned,  having  devoted  this  day  to  a  very  close  and 
searching  examination  of  the  classes  in  the  Grammar  School 
of  Paisley,  taught  by  Mr.  William  Hunter,  feel  ourselves 
called  upon  to  express  our  great  and  cordial  approbation  of 
that  gentleman  as  a  Public  Instructor,  and  the  extreme 
pleasure  with  which  we  have  witnessed  the  attainments  of 
the  youth  under  his  care.  The  discipline  of  the  seminary, 
based  upon  a  principle  of  mingled  firmness  and  gentleness, 
appears  to  us  to  be  perfect  The  system  of  education 
pursued  within  its  walls  we  admire  as  combining  instruction 
in  history,  geography,  the  grammar  and  syntax  of  the 
English  tongue,  and  the  facts  and  evidences  of  the  Christian 
religion,  with  sound  and  accurate  tuition  in  the  langoages 
and  literature  of  Greece  and  Rome.  Mr.  Hunter  seems, 
with  true  judgment,  at  once  to  have  added  to  the  study  of 
the  classical  tongues  all  that  is  necessary  to  illustrate  and 
increase  their  usefulness,  and  to  have  excluded  from  his  pkn 
those  branches  of  knowledge  which  long  experience  has 
shown  to  be  unfit  to  engage  and  stimulate  the  youthful  muid. 
The  extraordinary  proficiency  of  his  pupils  affords  the  best 
proof  of  their  teacher's  skill  and  energy,  and  justifies  us  in 
holding  up  his  school  as  a  model  for  all  similar  institutions." 
This  very  laudatory  testimonial  was  signed  by 

Professor  D.  K.  Sandford.  Alex.  Campbell,  Sheriff. 

„        William  Ramsay.  Wm.  Hardie,  Provost. 

Rev.  John  M^Naughtan,  Robert  Pattison,  Bailie. 

„    William  Smart.  Robert  Hendry,       „ 

„    Archd.  Baird.  Wm.  Jeffrey,  „ 

„    Robert  M^air.  James  Clark,  „ 

„    Peter  M*Morland. 

At  the  commencement  of  the  next  year  the  Rector  of  the 
Grammar  School  advertised  another  class  to  be  opened  in 
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addition  to  those  already  formed.  Politics  at  that  time  were 
veiy  keenly  discussed,  and  polemics  too,  for  then  what  was 
known  as  the  Voluntary  War,  was  at  its  height,  and  raged 
most  fiercely.  This  new  class  was  Political  Economy,  and 
Mr.  Hunter  thus  describes  it : — **  This  science  being  now 
strongly  recommended  by  the  greatest  philanthropists  and 
the  most  eminent  divines,  opportunities  are  offered  of 
studying  it  on  logical  principles,  either  individually  or  in 
classes.  For  plan  of  the  courses  of  study,  see  syllabus,  to  be 
had  of  Mr.  Gardner,  bookseller.  Moss  Street.** 

At  this  time  Mons.  Piene  had,  in  the  Grammar  School, 
classes  for  French  and  Spanish.  The  Bector  had  also 
private  classes  for  Latin  and  Greek,  Logic  and  the  Belles 
LeUreSj  at  eight  o'clock  in  the  morning,  and  at  the  same 
hour  in  the  evening. 

The  scholars  at  that  period  had  another  lecture  by  Pro- 
fessor Anderson,  in  the  Grammar  School,  on  the  Steam 
Engine,  for  the  benefit  of  the  Library.  The  scholars  also 
solicited  for  their  Library  and  Museum — (1),  models  of  ships, 
boats,  simple  machines,  either  ancient  or  modem ;  (2), 
specimens  of  metals,  wood,  and  mineral  stones ;  (3),  foreign 
articles,  especially  from  Indian  tribes ;  (4),  pictures  of 
costumes  of  various  races  of  men,  and  historical  and  inter- 
esting books  and  pictures  of  all  kinds.  Although  all  this 
was  done  in  name  of  the  scholars,  yet  the  Rector  was  the 
grand  inspirer  and  mover  in  all  these  matters. 

Before  the  examination  of  the  Grammar  School  at  the 
end  of  the  year,  the  Council  agreed  **  That  the  thanks  of 
the  Council  be  tendered  to  Sir  D.  BL  Sandford  and  Pro- 
fessor Ramsay  for  the  handsome  manner  in  which,  at  the 
request  of  the  Educational  Committee,  they  have  consented 
to  assist  at  the  examination  of  the  Grammar  School  on 
Friday  first,  and  for  their  invaluable  services  to  the  commu- 
nity on  similar  occasions." 

At  the  annual  examination  in  October  of  this  year,  there 
were  present,  besides  Professors  Sir  D.  K.  Sandford  and 
Bamsay,  several  gentlemen  belonging  to  the  town,  and  also 
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a  number  of  ladies.  At  its  conclusion  Professor  Ramsay 
warmly  complimented  Mr.  Hunter,  and  expressed  himself 
as  being  highly  satisfied  with  the  proficiency  of  the  scholars. 
And,  after  the  prizes  were  distributed,  Sir  D.  K.  Sand- 
ford  addressed  those  present,  and  said  "  he  regretted  he  had 
not  time  fully  to  express,  as  he  could  have  wished,  the  high 
merit  of  Mr.  Hunter^s  scholars.  He  had  felt  so  highly 
gratified  during  the  examination,  that  were  he  to  express  all 
that  he  felt,  he  did  not  know  when  they  would  part.  His 
colleague  and  himself  had  put  the  scholars  to  the  test,  and 
had  proved  them  well.  Theirs  had  not  been  a  flimsy 
examination,  and  it  was  honourable  to  the  scholars  that  they 
had  stood  the  ordeal  so  well.  He  could  not  say  that  all  had 
shown  alike  abilities,  but  they  all  had  acquited  themselves 
well.  Some  allowance  should  be  made  for  them  being 
examined  by  strangers,  and  perhaps  they  might  feel  some 
awe  from  his  colleague  and  himself  being  Professors  in  the 
Glasgow  College,  but  as  they  proceeded  with  the  examination, 
the  scholars  gathered  more  confidence  and  expressed  them- 
selves in  elegant  language.  It  was  the  bounden  duty  of  his 
colleague  and  himself  to  express  their  approbation  of  Mr. 
Hunter  for  his  zeal  and  assiduity  in  bringing  forward  his 
scholars.  The  last  session  was  the  first  that  any  of  his 
scholars  attended  from  his  school,  but  during  the  progress 
of  the  session  none  of  the  pupils  from  any  part  of  the  king- 
dom showed  more  abilities  than  those  f  ronl  Paisley.  They 
had  gained  more  prizes  in  the  Latin  class  than  in  his  class, 
but  they  had  to  contend  in  the  Greek  classes  wllh  some  very 
brilliant  scholars,  but  by  the  end  of  the  session  some  of  the 
Paisley  pupils  might  have  exchanged  places  with  them.  His 
colleague  and  himself  could  not  but  express  their  satisfaction 
at  Mr.  Hunter^s  mode  of  teaching,  and  the  Provost  and 
Magistrates  could  congratulate  themselves  in  having  an  able 
Rector.  He  would  shortly  allude  to  a  matter  in  which  his 
colleague  and  himself  were  concerned.  The  Provost, 
Magistrates,  and  Town  Council  of  Paisley  had  been  pleased 
to  tender  a  vote  of  thanks  to  them  for  their  services  in 
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coming  to  Paisley  to  attend  the  examination  of  this  school. 
He  was  sure  that  the  Council  had  done  this  from  the  veiy 
best  feelings  thongh  he  was  afraid  that  they  had  over-rated 
the  services  of  his  colleagae  and  himself.  He  did  not  feel 
80  much  delicacy  as  not  to  admit  that  they  had  made  some 
little  exertions,  but  for  any  trouble  they  had  been  put  to  in 
coming  here,  they  had  been  amply  repaid  by  the  vote  of 
thanks.  He,  on  many  accounts,  took  a  warm  interest  in  the 
prosperity  of  the  inhabitants  of  Paisley,  for  he  must  say  that 
they  had  laid  him  under  a  great  debt  of  gratitude  to  them. 
The  Undness  which  he  had  received  from  many  of  the 
inhabitants,  and  the  warm  interest  they  had  taken  in 
electing  him  to  represent  them  in  Parliament  would  never  be 
erased  from  the  tablets  of  his  heart.  His  colleague  and 
himself  knew  the  value  of  a  seminary  such  as  this,  in  train- 
ing up  the  young  and  fitting  them  for  the  active  duties 
which  they  would  be  called  upon  to  perform  in  society. 
Would  they  allow  him  again  to  return  his  most  sincere 
thanks  to  every  individual  present,  both  old  and  young, 
and  to  you,"  addressing  the  Provost,  "  and  the  other  Magis- 
trates of  Paisley.'* 

In  the  evening  about  fifty  gentlemen  dined  together  in 
honour  of  the  occasion,  and  Mr.  Wilson  of  Thomly  filled 
the  chair. 

In  the  following  month  Mr.  Hunter  commenced  a  course 
of  lectures  on  Political  Economy,  or  the  Science  of  Exchange, 
in  the  Grammar  School.  The  tickets  of  admission  for 
gentlemen  were  7s.  6d.,  or  10s.  6d.  for  a  lady  and  a  gentle- 
man. He  also  advertised  Logic  Classes  at  the  commence- 
ment of  1836,  and  intimated  that  ^^in  these  classes  the 
systems  of  Aristotle,  Bacon,  Locke,  Beid,  Stewart,  Brown. 
&C.,  are  familiarly  explained  and  illustrated,  and  carefully 
compared  with  the  doctrines  of  Phrenology ;  and  argumenta- 
tive works  on  Political  Economy,  &c.,  are  analysed,  and 
exercises  prescribed  on  the  subject  of  lecture." 

From  the  invariably  kind  feeling  shown  by  Mr.  Hunter 
to  his  pupils,  and  his  anxiety  to  see  them  progress  with  their 


Digitized  by 


Google 


IH  THE   HISTOBT   OF    THE 

education,  they  held  him  in  the  highest  estimation.  The 
pupils  testified  their  gratitude  to  Mr.  Hunter  by  entertaining 
him,  on  the  8th  October,  1836,  at  a  soiree  in  the  Grammar 
School.  Master  William  Buchanan  was  selected  to  be 
chairman,  and,  after  a  service  of  tea  and  accompaniments, 
delivered  an  eloquent  address.  The  Eector,  in  reply,  ex- 
pressed the  pleasure  he  felt  in  having  the  confidence  of  his 
pupils,  and  hoped  thqr  would  endeavour  to  do  honour  to 
themselves  and  to  their  native  town  by  a  vigorous  persever- 
ance in  the  path  of  learning.  Addresses  were  also  delivered 
by  several  of  the  other  scholars,  some  songs  were  sung,  and 
altogether  the  evening  was  passed  in  a  very  agreeable  and 
intellectual  way.  When  we  mention  that  it  was  stated  at 
this  soiree  that  about  forty  of  the  pupils  in  the  Grammar 
School  were  to  go  off  to  College  the  following  week,  it  will  be 
seen  that  a  great  many  pupils  were  then  attending  that 
seminary,  and  that  the  highest  classes  were  well  advanced 
with  their  education. 

The  propriety  of  erecting  an  Academy  in  the  Town  had 
frequently  been  discussed,  as  the  schools  belonging  to  the 
community  were  totally  inadequate  for  meeting  the  educa- 
tional wants  of  the  inhabitants.  This  matter  was  wannly 
espoused  by  the  late  Alex.  Carlile,  Esq.,  and  through  his 
efforts  a  requisition,  very  niunerously  subscribed  by  the 
leading  inhabitants  in  the  town,  was  presented  to  the  Provost 
to  call  a  public  meeting  to  consider  this  subject.  The 
meeting  was  readily  called  by  the  Provost ;  it  was  held  in 
the  Saracen's  Head  Inn,  on  the  1st  February,  1836  ;  and 
Provost  Hardie  was  called  on  to  preside.  Before  the  pro- 
ceedings commenced,  Mr.  John  Orr  intimated  that  he  had 
gone  through  the  town  with  many  subscription  papers,  and 
he  had  never  solicited  individuals  to  subscribe  to  any  object 
which  met  with  such  general  approbation  as  the  erection  of 
an  Academy  in  the  town.  Mr.  Carlile  at  great  length 
stated  the  object  of  the  meeting,  and  said  the  history  of  this 
project,  as  far  as  it  had  gone,  was  this :  that  a  considerable 
time  ago  the  parents  of  the  children  attending  Mr.  Reid's 
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school  saw  that    gentleman's    class-room  was    on  various 
accounts  quite  unsuitable  for  himself  and  his  pupils.    This* 
led  to  the  formation  of  a  Committee  among  them,  whose  sole 
object  was  to  find  better  school  accommodation  for  that 
g^tleman.    It  soon,  however^  occurred  to  the  members  of 
this  Committee  that  it  would  be  well  indeed  if  they  could 
find  acccMumodation  not  only  for  Mr.  Beid,  but  also  for  the 
teachers  of  the  various  other  branches  of  education,  and  com- 
bine the  whole  into  one  institution.     He  explained  that  what 
the  town  mainly  wanted  were  these  four  things— -(1)  class- 
rooms suffidendy  commodious,  properly  constructed,  and 
properly  ventilated;    (2)  perfectly  qualified  teachers  in  all 
the  departments  of  what  goes  to  constitute  in  the  modem 
sense  of  the  phrase  a  complete  education ;  (3)  the  combina- 
tion and  mutual  co-operation  of  these  teachers  according  to 
a  preconcerted  uniform  system,  each  subordinating  his  plans 
and  proceedings  to  the  general  plan  and  design  of  the^ti- 
totion ;  (4)  the  having  these  combined  teachers,  with  their 
pq>ils,  acting  immediately  imder  the  eye  of  the  public, 
under  the  supervision  of  the  press,  and,  if  possible,  also 
onder  the  more  minute  control  of  the  parents  of  the  pupils. 
He  thou^t  that  it  would  require  about  £2000  to  make  a 
proper  beginning  to  an  Academy  which  would  be  at  all 
worthy  of  this  town.     It  could  not  be  expected  that  private 
teachers  wmdd  undertake  a  matter  of  this  kind,  and  the 
inhabitants  mnst  just  do  the  same  as  they  did  in  seeking 
to  obtain  a  supply  of  pure  gas  or  of  pure  water,  by  forming 
a  jomt  stock  company  for  that  purpose.     Mr.  Carlile  con- 
duded  his  able  and  eloquent  address  by  proposing  a  resolu- 
tion, which  was  as   follows: — "That    the    establishment 
of  a  Commercial,  Scientific,  and  Literary  Academy  for 
Paisley  and  its  neighbourhood  is  an  object  of  very  great 
importance  to  the  public,  and  has  the  cordial  approbar 
tion  of  this  meeting;  and  that  a  committee  be  appointed 
for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  subscriptions  and  adopting  other 
ineasiues  needful  to  carry  the  proposal  into  effect.     This 
motion  was  seconded  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Bums,  in  a  long 
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address,  and  tinanimonsly  agreed  to.  On  the  motion  of  Mr. 
Farquharson,  seconded  by  Mr.  Callender,  it  was  resolved 
^'that  £5  shall  constitute  a  share  in  this  Academy,  each  share 
pving  the  right  to  one  vote  in  all  elections,  vrhether  of  Com- 
mittees or  Teachers,  connected  therewith ;  holders  of  three 
shares  to  have  two  votes ;  and  holders  of  six  shares  and  up- 
wards to  have  three  votes ;  no  shareholder  to  have,  und^r 
any  circumstances,  more  than  three  votes."  The  meeting  was 
also  addressed  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  M'Nair,  Rev.  Mr.  Smart, 
and  by  John  Wilson,  Esq.  of  Hurlet.  The  following  were 
the  names  of  the  gentlemen  who  were  appointed  to  carry  out 
the  object  of  the  meeting — ^Messrs.  Alex.  Carlile  (convener), 
John  Wilson,  John  Orr,  Robert  Farquharson,  Joseph  Twigg, 
Thomas  Watson,  Thomas  Callender,  John  Torbet,  William 
Kerr,  Archd.  Yuill,  Thomas  Gilmour,  Robert  Kerr,  James 
Forbes,  William  Galloway,  Thomas  Greenlees,  John 
Halden,  Walter  Symington,  William  Brand,  Thomas  Risk, 
John  Scott,  and  the  Revs.  Dr.  Bums,  Mr.  Smart,  Mr. 
M^air,  Mr.  Baird.  Notwithstanding  the  enthusiasm  dis- 
played at  this  meeting  by  so  many  leading  gentlemen  in  the 
town,  and  the  very  numerous  and  influential  committee  that 
was  appointed  to  carry  out  this  very  necessary  object,  it  yet 
ended  in  nothing  being  done  to  secure,  to  the  inhabitants  a 
first  class  educational  institution.  How  the  project  collapsed 
cannot  now  be  explained.  Only  a  small  amount  of  money 
was  collected,  and  when  the  same  proposal  was  revived  in 
1859,  twenty-three  years  afterwards,  Mr.  Carlile  paid  over 
£40  lis.  6d.,  being  the  balance  then  on  hand. 

Prior  to  the  public  annual  examination  in  October  of  this 
year,  the  Educational  Committee  of  the  Town  Council,  and 
the  Ministers  in  the  town  agreed,  at  a  meetings  that  the 
Town's  Schools  should  be  examined  at  least  six  times  a  year 
privately,  and  a  Committee  of  four  ministers  and  two  laymen 
was  appointed  for  the  purpose.  But  this  arrangement  was 
not  afterwards  carried  out. 

At  the  annual  examination  Sir  D.  K.  Sandford  and  Pro- 
fessor Ramsay  were  again  present,  and  examined  the  various 
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dasses.  At  the  conclusion  Professor  Sandford  complimented 
the  scholars  for  their  attainments,  and  afterwards  distributed 
the  prizes.  Professor  Bamsaj  addressed  those  present  at 
considerable  length,  and  concluded  by  stating  that  Paisley 
might  well  be  proud  of  her  sons,  of  her  Grammar  School,  and 
of  its  worthy  Rector. 

Mr.  Hunter's  advertisement  of  his  classes  at  the  beginning 
of  1837  was  as  follows : — **  At  the  request  of  several  gentle- 
men who  have  been  studying  Logic  and  Rhetoric,  and  who, 
with  some  others,  are  desirous  of  having  a  systematic  course, 
Mr.  Hunter  will  form  classes  for  these  sciences  next  week. 
Hours  of  meeting  will  be  fixed  upon  to  suit  the  majority  of 
the  class.  The  principles  will  be  explained  by  familiar 
lectures,  illustrated  by  extracts  from  the  most  eminent 
writers  on  argumentative  subjects,  and  reduced  to  practice 
by  leading  the  student  to  exercise  his  intellectual  powers, 
not  only  by  drawing  inferences  from  facts  that  will  be  stated 
and  proved  by  various  arguments,  conclusions  that  will  be 
given  to  him,  but  also  by  the  constant  analysis  of  the  best 
works  on  Political  Economy,  Ethics,  Theology,  &c.  Latin 
and  Greek  private  classes  at  different  hours."  Mr.  Hunter 
also  advertised  that  ^'  Greek  and  Latin  rudiment  classes  will 
be  formed.  Logic,  Rhetoric,  and  Moral  Philosophy.  These 
classes,  for  the  improvement  of  the  mind,  meet  either  in  the 
morning  at  eight  or  in  the  afternoon  at  three  o'clock.**  The 
French  and  German  classes  were  at  this  time  conducted  by 
Mr.  A.  G.  Goldenberg. 

On  27th  October,  1837,  Sir  D.  K.  Sandford  again  at- 
tended the  annual  examination  of  the  Grammar  School,  and 
after  the  distribution  of  the  prizes  delivered  a  very  eloquent 
and  impressive  address  to  the  scholars.  This  was  the  last 
examination  which  Professor  Sandford  attended.  He  died 
in  the  beginning  of  the  following  year.* 


*  (1.)  Sir  Daniel  Keyte  Sandford  was  the  son  of  the  Right  Rev.  Bishop 
Sandford,  of  Edinburgh,  and  was  bom  there  on  3d  Feby,  1798.     After 
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Mr.  Hunter,  in  the  last  month  of  this  year,  had  the  highest 
honour  bestowed  on  him  which  a  teacher  of  youth  could  al- 
most aspire  to.  We  have  frequently  recorded  that  the  Town 
Council  made  meritorious  teachers  in  the  Grammar  School 
burgesses  of  the  town — ^that  being  the  only  honour  which 
they  had  to  bestow.  But  in  this  case  the  Senatus  Aca- 
demicus  of  the  University  of  Glasgow  on  the  19th  Decem- 
ber, 1837,  conferred  on  Mr.  Hunter  the  high  honour  of  the 
degree  of  LL.D.  The  diploma  bore  that  the  degree  was 
confen*ed  on  him  for  his  general  acquirements  as  a  scholar, 
his  abilities  as  a  teacher,  and  his  enlightened  advocacy  of  a 
sound  education.  There  is  every  likelihood  that  Mr.  Hunter 
was  indebted  to  the  Professors  of  that  University  who  had 
frequently  witnessed  his  abilities  as  a  classical  teacher  in  the 
Grammar  School,  for  this  well  deserved  honour. 

In  the  course  of  1838  there  was  another  lecture  in  the 


attending  the  classes  in  the  High  School,  Edinbaigh,  he  entered  Christ's 
Chnrch  College,   Oxford,  in   1817,  and   became  a  most  distingoished 
scholar.    On  completing  his  academical  career,  he  was,  at  the  early  age 
of  23,  chosen  Professor  of  Greek  in  the  University  of  Glasgow,  where 
he  conducted  his  classes  with  the  greatest  enthusiasm  and  success,  and 
was  beloved  by  his  students.      During  the  Parliamentary  contest  at  Ox- 
ford, when  the  Roman  Catholic  claims  were   being  keenly  discussed, 
he  went  there  and  gave  all   his  support  to  Mr.    Robert  Peel,    for 
which  he  was  rewarded  with  knighthood.    After  the  passing  of  the 
Reform   Bill   in    1832   he   unfortunately    became   a   keen   politician, 
and  was  one  of  the   candidates  for  the  representation  of  Glasgow  ; 
but  although  his  brilliant  speeches  and  deelamations,  while  canvassing 
the  electors,  secured  him  much  applause  and  support,  he  was  nevertheleas 
unsuccessful.  In  March,  1834,  when  Sir  J.  MaxweU  of  Pollok  retired  from 
the  representation  of  Paisley,  Sir  Daniel  was,  after  a  dose  contest,  elected 
by  a  majority  of  33  over  his  opponent,  Mr.  Crawford,  but  he  did  not  re- 
tain the  position  many  months.  In  consequence  of  his  unsucoessful  oratori- 
cal attempts  in  the  House  of  Commons  and  ill-health,  he  intimated  his  re- 
'  on  on  2d  September  of  that  same  year.      In  1838  he  was  attacked 
^hus  fever,  and  died,  after  a  week's  illness,  at  Glasgow,  on  the  4th 
iry.      His  remains  were  taken  from  the  College  to  the  BroomieUw 
tic  procession,  and  put  on  board  a  steamer,  to  be  conveyed  to 
»y  for  interment. 
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Grammar  School  for  the  benefit  of  the  Library,  which  was 
given  by  Mr.  Craig  of  the  Andersonian  University.  The 
subject  was  "  Geological  Phenomena.'* 

At  the  latter  end  of  October  in  this  year  the  annual 
examination  was  again  held,  but  the  gifted  and  eloquent 
Professor  Sandford  was  absent,  having  died,  as  already 
stated,  on  4th  Feb.  in  this  year,  and  much,  therefore,  of  the 
enthudam  that  for  some  years  past  had  attended  these  meet- 
ings was  also  wanting.  To  make  matters  worse,  few  of  the 
clergymen,  magistrates,  and  councillors  were  present. 

We  have  already  referred  to  the  high  estimation  in  which 
the  pupils  held  the  Eector,  and  they  now  resolved  to  show 
still  further  how  that  feehng  continued  and  predominated. 
Instead  of  attending  to  Mr.  Hunter's  instructions  as  a  matter 
of  doty,  they  loved  him  for  the  way  in  which  he  led  them 
on.  The  manifestation  of  good  feeling  toward  Mr.  Hunter 
in  this  case  was  by  the  pupils  of  the  senior  pri\rate  class  for 
Greek  and  Latin,  who,  in  February,  1839,  presented  him 
^ith  a  few  rare  books,  as  a  token  of  their  approbation  of  the 
philosophical  and  attractive  manner  in  which  they  had  been 
conducted  in  their  classical  course,  and  of  the  great  interest 
and  attention  evinced  in  directing  them  to  books,  illustrative 
at  once  of  some  particular  portion  of  an  author,  and  gener- 
ally improving  and  gratifying ,  to  the  mind.  Only  three 
months  after  this,  the  members  of  the  Paisley  Literary 
Society,  many  of  whom  had  been,  or  were  at  the  time,  his 
scholars,  presented  him  with  a  valuable  token,  expressive  of 
their  esteem  for  him  as  a  distinguished  scholar,  an  able  and 
effective  teacher,  and  a  sincere  and  an  enlightened  patron 
of  literature.  And  at  the  end  of  December  in  the  same 
year,  about  fifty  of  his  former  pupils  entertained  him  to  supper 
m  order  to  show  their  respect  for  him.  Mr.  James  M^Nair, 
AM^  was  in  the  chair,  and  Mr.  A.  Fiudlay  acted  as 
croupier.  Many  excellent  speeches  were  delivered,  and  the 
erening  was  spent  in  the  most  agreeable  manner. 

At  the  public  examination  this  year.  Professor  Ramsay  and 
Professor  Lushington,  Sir  D.  K.  Sandford's  successor,  were 
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the  examiners,  and  there  were  also  present  several  clergy- 
men, and  others  who  took  an  interest  in  the  progress  of 
education.  These  Professors  were  also  the  examiners  in  the 
following  year.  Although  several  clergymen  were  present 
and  others  interested  in  the  prosperity  of  the  Grammar 
School,  yet  none  of  the  Magistrates  or  Councillors,  who 
were  the  patrons  of  the  school,  were  there.  A  very  indig- 
nant anonymous  letter  appeared  in  the  local  press  at  the 
time,  reprehending  such  conduct. 

At  the  end  of  October  the  scholars  in  the  Grammar 
School  were  as  usual  examined  by  the  Professors  in  the 
presence  of  the  Magistrates,  the  clergymen,  and  the  parents 
and  friends  of  the  pupils.  There  were  also  present — the 
Paisley  Advertiser  states — several  literary  gentlemen  who 
had  heard  that  Dr.  Hunter  was  to  show  his  analytic  system 
of  teaching  the  Greek,  Latin,  and  cognate  languages.  The 
structure  of  the  Greek,  Latin,  Spanish,  Italian,  and  French 
was  analysed  with  a  degree  of  care,  quickness,  and  pre- 
cision, that  seemed  incredible  to  some,  and  surprising  to 
all.  The  same  newspaper  stated  that  the  Professors 
expressed  themselves  ^'satisfied  that  the  plan  is  excellent^ 
not  only  because  it  peculiarly  interests  the  learner,  whilst 
it  facilitates  his  progress,  but  also  because  it  makes 
him  thoroughly  acquainted  with  the  structure  of  these 
languages.  We  understand  that  Dr.  Hunter  has  been  re- 
quested by  a  number  of  teachers  to  publish  his  system,  the 
doing  of  which,  no  doubt,  will  establish  a  new  era  in  the 
mode  of  teaching  the  languages,  and  create  for  himself  an 
imperishable  name." 

The  trade  and  manufactures  of  Paisley  have  repeatedly 
had  periods  of  extreme  depression,  entailing  loss  to  the  mer- 
chants and  suffering  to  the  body  of  the  people.  The  black- 
est and  most  disastrous  period  in  the  histoiy  of  the  trade  of 
the  town  was  during  the  latter  half  of  the  year  1841,  the 
whole  of  1842,  and  the  greater  part  of  1843,  when  the  ma- 
jority of  the  merchants  and  manufacturers  became  bank- 
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rapt^*  and  caused  a  loss  to  the  Banks  in  town  of  about 

XlOO^OOO.f    It  is  estimated  that  the  total  liabilities  of  those 

who  suspended  payments  amounted  to  about  £650,000.    A 

great  number  of  workmen  were  out  of  employment  and  re* 

ceivmg  public  relief,  and  thqr  experienced    a  ^' state  of 

suffering  unparalleled  in  extent  and  duration.'*!  Distrust  in 

all  monetary  matters  was  universal  in  the  town ;  and  the 

Town  Council,  unable  to  meet  the  heavy  demands  made  upon 

them  for  repayment  of  the  money  they  had  borrowed,  on 

22nd  December,  1841,  were  compelled  to  suspend  payments. 

It  was  afterwards  arranged  that  an  Act  of  Parliament  should 

be  applied  for,  as  the  most  effectual  way  of  securing  the 

complicated  interests  of  all  parties  concerned.     By  this 

Bill  it  was  proposed  that  certain  revenues,  such  as  the 

Town's  Customs,  &C.,  should  be  retained  by  the  Council 

to  enable  them  to  defray  the  expenses  connected  with  the 

government  of  the  municipality,  and  the  upholding  of  the 

Grammar  School  and  the  other  Town  Schools,  along  with 

the  Teachers'  salaries.    Among  the  members  of  Council, 

however,  there  was  a  diversity  of  opinion  regarding  what 

part  of  the  Corporation  property  should  be  bound  for  the 

maintenance  of  the  Granmiar  School,  some  holding  that  the 

mode  proposed  was  the  best,  and  others  that  the  heritable 

property  should  be  burdened  with  this  expense.  This  matter 

came  under  the  consideration  of  the  Council  on  25th  April, 

*  ''Out  of  112  mannfactnring  fimui  who  were  aolrent  and  doing 
iNuiDen  in  July,  1841,  67  failed ;  and  out  of  40  persona  ranked  in  the 
Birectory  aa  merchants,  20  failed,  and  those  were  the  leading  men." 

t  **  Report  of  Select  Conmiittee  of  the  House  of  Commons  appointed 
to  eoqmre  into  the  treatment  of  the  unemployed  and  deetitate  inhabi- 
tMtts of  Paisley"  in  1843,  pages  69  and  101. 

t  "The  number,  which,  on  7th  July,  1841,  amounted  to  2180,  rose 
to  14^791  on  the  11th  February,  1842 ;  that  it  gradnaUy  fell  with 
slig^  fluctuations  until  October  4,  1842,  when  the  number  was  5989. 
Fnm  this  time,  it  again  increased  until  27th  December,  1842,  when  it 
readiad  11,886.  The  number  then  decreased  until  7th  March,  1843, 
when  it  was  found  to  be  4442.  That  up  to  the  7th  February  of  the 
present  year  (1843),  the  total  amount  received  by  the  Relief  Committee 
of  Patday  was  £45^626  2s.  2)d."    ^dem,  pages  iii  and  v. 
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1843)  when  '^  it  was  moved  by  Bailie  Todd,  that  clause  1, 
page  fifth  of  the  bill^  which  makes  the  expense  of  maintain* 
ing  the  Grammar  School  a  burden  upon  the  municipal  re- 
venues of  the  town  be  approved  of,  because  the  Council  have 
already  expended  upwards  of  £1200  in  the  erection  of  the 
Grammar  School,  which  in  all  probability  is  more  than  the 
value  of  the  ground,  and  other  revenues  conveyed  by  the 
Royal  Grant,  and  because  the  municip^d  revenues  of  the 
Burgh  are  quite  sufficient  to  defray  the  expense  of  uphold- 
ing the  School  and  paying  the  Rector's  salary,  along  with 
the    other    municipal    charges.      It   was  moved  by   Mr. 
Stirrat  as  an  amendment,  that  the  Council,  being  Trustees 
for  the  Grammar  School,  under  a  Crown  Charter,  are  not 
entitled  to  alienate  the  feu-duties  and  casualties  of  the  ground 
originally  conveyed  by  that  Charter  for  the  support  of  the 
Grammar    School.      And    the    amendment    and    motion 
being  put  to  the  vote,  the  motion  was  carried.**    It  is 
understood  that  a  representation  was  then  made  to  the  Lord 
Advocate  by  some  parties  in  town,  to  the  effect  that  the 
Council  were  about  to  alienate  the  property  that  was  given 
to  endow  the  Grammar  School ;  but,  although  some  private 
enquiries  were  made  by  the  Government,  the  explanations 
given  by  the  Town  Clerk  appear  to  have  been  deemed  satis- 
factory, for  no  thorough  investigation  was  made,  and  the 
subject  dropped.    The  Bill  then  being  promoted  in  ParUa- 
ment  was  passed  during  that  Session,  and  received  the  Royal 
Assent  on  23rd  July  of  that  year.      In  this  Act  there  is  a 
special  section — ^the  second — regarding  the  Grammar  School, 
which  very  probably  was  inserted  at  the  suggestion  of  the 
Government.    It  is  as  follows : — ^*  And  be  it  enacted,  that 
the  expense  of  upholding  the  Grammar  School  of  the  Bm'gh 
of  Paisley,  and  the  house  of  the  Rector,  and  likewise  the 
salary  payable  to  the  Rector  thereof,  amounting  to  the  sum 
of  sixteen  pounds  eighteen  shillings  and  fourpence  annaally, 
shall  be  hdd  as  forming  a  portion  of  the  ordinary  municipal 
expenses  of  the  said  Burgh  in  all  time  hereafter."    Schedule 
A,  in  this  Act,  contained  a  list  of  properties,  "all  of  which 
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continue  to  belong  to  said  Magistrates  and  Town  Council, 
and  shall  be  applied  and  enjoyed  and  exercised  by  them  as 
heretofore,''  which  were  not  included  in  the  Trust  Estate  then 
created.  In  that  list  were  the  following : — "  The  Grammar 
School  of  Paisley,  including  the  house  of  the  Rector.  The 
other  Burgh  Schools  of  Paisley,  but  not  including  the 
dwellings  above  the  school-rooms,"  No  further  reference  was 
made  to  the  Grammar  School  and  the  other  Town's  Schools 
in  this  Act  of  Parliament. 

To  the  great  regret  of  the  Town  Council,  the  inhabitants 
of  the  Town,  and  of  the  pupils  in  the  Granmiar  School, 
Dr.  Hunter  resigned  his  situation  of  Eector,  in  consequence 
of  his  being  appointed  Principal  Classical  Master  of  the 
High  School,  Liverpool.  His  letter  of  resignation  was 
laid  before  a  meeting  of  the  Council,  held  on  the  7th 
December,  1841,  and  while  sorry  that  the  Town  should  be 
deprived  of  his  eminent  services,  they  accepted  of  his  resig- 
nation, and,  as  requested,  allowed  him  to  find  a  substitute 
to  their  satisfaction,  should  he  require  to  leave  before 
a  successor  was  appointed.  The  CouncU,  at  the  same 
time,  remitted  to  a  conmiittee  to  consider  and  report  as  to 
the  propriety  of  uniting  the  Grammar  School  with  the 
English  School  under  one  establishment,  or  as  to  any  other 
advisable  and  advantageous  change  calculated  to  obtain  the 
greatest  amount  of  public  benefit.  This  committee  after* 
wards  consulted  a  number  of  the  clergymen  and  inhabitants 
of  the  town  at  a  meeting  called  for  the  purpose,  who  were 
of  opinion  '*that  it  would  be  most  inju(ficious  to  merge 
the  Granunar  School  and  the  English  School  into  one 
seminary."  The  Committee  of  Council  acting  on  the  resolu- 
tion come  to  at  this  meeting,  reported  against  making  any 
change. 

When  it  became  known  in  the  Town  that  Dr.  Hunter 
was  leaving  the  Grammar  School,  the  pupils  and  various 
bodies  with  whom  he  had  been  coming  in  contact  in  literary 
and  scientific  matters,  came  forward  to  present  addresses  to 
him,  and  to  entertain  him  before  going  away.     First  of  all. 
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on  the  23d  of  this  month,  a  deputation  of  the  Paisley 
Literary  Association  waited  on  him,  and  in  name  of  thdr 
Society,  presented  him  with  the  following  address : — 

'*  To  William  Huktxb,  Esq.,  A.M.,  LL.D. 
"SiBy—The  Paisley  literary  Association  liaving  learned  that 
you  are  about  to  leave  this  Town,  and  enter  on  a  more  extensiTe 
field  of  labour  and  usefulness,  liave  unanimously  deputed  the  sub- 
scribers to  address  you  ere  your  departure,  and  exprees  the  Society's 
esteem  for  your  long  and  continued  kindness  to  them.  During 
nearly  the  whole  existence  of  our  Association  we  have  unifonnly 
experienced  the  greatest  kindness  from  you,  and  have  always  fotmd 
in  yon  a  ready  and  able  friend.  To  the  interest  you  have  taken  in 
our  proceedings  we  owe  much  useful  instruction  and  many  valuable 
practical  hints.  In  you  we  have  ever  found  a  faithful  and  judidoni 
critic,  and  a  most  attentive  umpire  for  all  our  literary  competitions. 
Though  we  thus  feel  that  by  your  departure  we  will  sustain  a 
serious  and  permanent  loss,  still  we  are  rejoiced  that  you  haye 
received  an  appointment  more  worthy  of  your  merits — a  situation 
that  will  afford  you  more  leisure  for  your  various  literary  labours,  as 
well  as  better  scope  and  greater  influence  for  introducing  and  pro- 
moting the  various  reforms  and  improvements  in  education  of  which 
you  have  been  so  long  a  zealous,  unwearied,  and  talented  advocate. 
Wishing  that  the  smiles  of  fortune  may  attend  you,  and  suooea 
crown  your  exertions  in  your  new  sphere  of  labour,  we  remain,  on 
behalf  of  the  Paisley  Literary  Association, 
"Sir, 

"  Your  obedient  humble  Servants, 

*'  Thobias  Walkbb,  Secy- 
"  Alxx.  R.  Pollook. 

"AaOHD.    SiNOLAIB." 

To  this  address  Dr.  Hunter  made  a  very  feeling  and 
affectionate  reply. 

His  old  scholars  entertained  him  at  a  supper  held 
on  the  evening  of  the  28th  of  this  month.  The  chair 
was  occupied  by  Mr.  John  M'Alister,  Glasgow,  one  of  the 
Doctor's  earliest  scholars  in  Paisley,  and  Mr.  William  Graham, 
another  of  their  number,  discharged  the  duties  of  croupi^. 
In  all  the  addresses,  regret  was  expressed  for  the  loss  which 
both  the  School  and  the  Town  of  Paisley  must  sustain  in  the 
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remoTal  of  Dr.  Hunter,  and  joy  that  their  honoured  guest 
had  receiyed  an  appointment  to  a  more  important  situation. 
Dr.  Hunter  in  taking  leave  of  his  friends  in  Paisley,  remarked 
that  of  late  his  School  had  been  visited  by  many  eminent 
teachers  from  all  parts  of  Scotland  and  England,  who  ex- 
pressed, in  high  terms,  their  sense  of  the  manner  in  which 
his  pupils  acquitted  themselves;  and  he  stated  that  his 
greatest  regret  in  leaving  this  town  was,  that  he  must 
8q)arate  himself  from  so  many  fine  boys  and  promising 
scholars.  The  evening  was  otherwise  passed  in  a  most 
agreeable  manner. 

The  last  party  who  conferred  their  honours  upon  Dr. 
Hunter  before  he  left  were  his  pupils  in  the  Grammar 
School,  who  presented  him  with  an  elegant  writing  camp 
desk,  bearing  the  following  inscription : — **  Presented  to 
William  Hunter,  LL  J).,  Bector  of  the  Paisley  Granunar 
School,  as  a  token  of  respect  from  his  late  scholars.** 

In  the  beginning  of  the  following  year  the  Town  Council 
resolved  to  advertise  for  candidates  to  fill  the  situation  of 
Bector  of  the  Grammar  School,  and  that  candidates  be 
informed  that,  in  addition  to  Latin  and  Greek,  they  will  be 
expected  to  teach  French  and  some  of  the  modem  languages. 
As  Dr.  Hunter  had  to  enter  on  his  new  situation  in  Liver- 
pool before  his  successor  was  appointed,  he  selected  Mr. 
M'Oscar  to  take  charge  of  the  Grammar  School  in  the 
meantime. 

On  the  15th  February,  1842,  the  Town  Council  proceeded 
to  the  election  of  a  new  Bector.  There  were  eight  candidates 
altogether,  and  the  leet  having  been  reduced  to  two,  eight 
voted  for  Mr.  William  Brunton,  teacher,  Campbelton,  and  six 
for  Mr.  MOscar,  the  interim  Bector.  The  conditions  under 
which  Mr.  Brunton  was  elected  were — "  (1.)  He  is  to  have 
a  yearly  salary  of  200  pounds  scots  (£1 6  13s.  4d.)  and  three 
pounds  scots  (5s.)  in  lieu  of  peats  yearly,  with  the  fees  or 
wages  of  the  scholars,  and  possession  of  the  dwelling  house 
and  school-room.  Beserving  to  the  Council  at  any  time  to 
conv^  a  part  of  the  Grammar  School  into  an  English 
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School-room.  The  salary  of  two  hundred  pounds  scots  to 
be  paid  by  the  community  by  two  equal  instalments  at 
Lammas  and  Candlemas^  beginning  the  first  payment  at 
Lammas  first,  and  the  allowance  for  peats  to  be  paid  at 
Candlemas.  The  entry  to  the  school-room  and  dwelling 
house  to  be  immediate.  The  dwelling  house  and  school- 
room to  be  put  into  good  order,  and  the  Sector  is  to  keep 
the  glass  of  the  windows  in  repair  during  his  incumbency. 
(2.)  He  is  to  teach  Latin  and  Greek  at  such  hours  as  may 
be  fixed  without  prejudice  to  his  teaching  any  other  language, 
dead  or  living,  for  which  he  may  have  time.  (3.)  The 
election  of  the  Bector  shall  be  annual,  at  the  annual  election 
of  officials  by  the  Council,  any  law  or  practice  to  the  con- 
trary notwithstanding.  He  is  not  to  be  at  liberty  to  leave 
his  charge  without  giving  three  months^  notice  warning  to 
the  Magistrates  and  Council ;  and,  in  case  he  is  not  re- 
elected at  any  annual  election,  the  Magistrates  and  Council 
are  to  give  him  notification,  in  writing,  by  their  clerk,  of  such 
non -election ;  and  he  shall  be  bound,  without  any  other 
notification  or  warning,  to  quit  his  situation  and  give  up  the 
house  and  school-room  at  and  upon  the  1st  day  of  April 
following  such  non-election." 

Before  leaving  Campbelton,  Mr.  Brunton  was  presented 
by  his  pupils  there,  with  a  collection  of  splendidly  bound 
books,  consisting  of  ^^The  Universal  Latin  Lexicon  of 
Facciolatus  and  Forcellinus,  and  of  Heyne's  Homer^s 
Eiady  bearing  the  following  inscription: — "Presented  to 
William  Brunton,  Esq.,  lately  Rector  of  the  Burgh  and 
Parochial  School  of  Campbelton,  as  a  testimonial  of  respect 
by  his  scholars  there." 

Mr.  William  Brunton  came  to  the  town  with  the 
highest  recommendations,  and  we  give  the  following 
extract,  regarding  him,  from  the  Paisley  Advertiser  of 
that  time: — *^Mr.  Brunton,  teacher,  Campbelton,  was 
elected  Bector  of  the  Grammar  School  here,  as  successor  to 
Dr.  Hunter.  We  are  assured  by  a  gentleman,  who  has  both 
the  qualifications  and  opportunities  to  judge  soundly,  that 
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the  Council  have  made  a  very  excellent  choice — that  they 
have  selected  a  man  of  decidedly  superior  abilities,  of 
eminent  classical  acquirements,  and  who  has  had  great 
success  as  a  teacher." 

Mr,  Brunton  was  bom  on  the  9th  of  October,  1800,  at 
Mainrig,  a  hamlet  in  the  parish  of  Stichill,  in  the  County  of 
Eoxburgh,  and  at  the  time  of  his  election  was,  therefore, 
thirty-six  years  of  age.     His  father  was  a  comfortable  farmer 
on  the  skirts  of  the  Cheviot  Hills,  and  was  eighty-six  years 
of  age  when  he  died.    Mr.  Brunton  was  first  educated  by  his 
mother  (whom  he  yet  says  was  the  best  teacher  he  ever  had), 
then  at  the  parish  school  of  Bawden,  and  afterwards  at  the 
Grammar  School  of  Selkirk.    He  made  rapid  progress  in 
his  studies,  and  became  a  good  scholar,  although  at  this 
tone  his  mind  was  more  strongly  bent  towards  mechanics 
and  engineering.    His  health  failed  as  he  left  school,  and 
for  three  years  continued  such  as  to  prevent  him  from 
deciding  or  entering  upon  any  active  calling.   Drawing  near 
twenty  years  of  age,  without  any  view  of  employment  except 
working  on  the  farm,  the  learning,  which  he  had  tried  to 
keep  up,  now  became  of  use  to  him.    At  that  time  any 
young  man,  well  educated,  was  considered  fit  to  be  a  teacher, 
and  no  previous  training  was  deemed  necessaiy.    One  of  his 
father^s    friends,  without   Mr.  Brunton's  knowledge,  and 
thinking  tt  would  be  of  service  to  him,  procured  him  an 
appointment  to  a  school  in  the  colliery  village  of  Coatdyke, 
near  Airdrie.    Though  this  place  was  nearly  a  hundred 
miles  from  home,  he  determined  to  try  it.    He  did  so,  and 
succeeded ;  and  so  his  course  of  life  was  shaped  out  for  him. 
He  was  some  years  in  this  neighbourhood,  and  amongst  his 
pupils  were  two  of  the  Iron  Bairds ;  the  youngest  (whom 
he  taught  the  alphabet)  afterwards  purchased  the  estate  on 
which  Mr.  Brunton  was  bom.     Mr.  Brunton  was  kindly 
treated  both  by  masters  and  men,  and  was  very  successful 
m  his  profession.    By  providing  a  substitute  he  attended 
the  University  of  Glasgow ;  and,  in  1825,  he  succeeded  to  a 
Classical  and  Mathematical  School  in  Falkirk.    This  was 
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an  adventure  school,  not  large,  but  select  and  well  paid. 
He  rented  his  own  premises,  was  his  own  master  in  every 
sense  of  the  word,  and  this  school  produced  a  number  of  men 
who  rose  to  importance.  In  1831  he  was  appointed  by  the 
Magistrates  and  Town  Council  of  Campbelton  to  the  Burgh 
and  Parish  School  of  that  Town.  At  that  time  education 
was  in  a  very  backward  state,  both  in  the  town  and  country, 
and  he  had  many  difficulties  to  contend  with,  though  the 
situation  turned  out  well,  both  with  respect  to  the  progress 
of  the  pupils  and  his  own  emoluments.  He  had  to  attend 
to  all  the  branches — ^to  be  responsible  for  assistants,  difficult 
to  be  got  in  that  part  of  the  country.  To  be  rid  of  many 
annoyances,  therefore,  when  the  Eectorship  of  the  Grammar 
School  of  Paisley  became  vacant,  he  applied  for  it,  and  was, 
as  we  have  seen,  the  successful  candidate.  We  give  a 
portrait  of  Dr.  Brunton  as  he  now  is  in  his  75th  year.  We  • 
will,  hereafter,  have  many  opportunities  of  referring  to  this 
excellent  teacher  and  member  of  society. 

The  first  advertisement  inserted  in  the  newspapers  by  Mr. 
Brunton  was  on  26th  July,  1842.  It  was  as  follows : — 
**  Mr.  Brunton,  having  been  elected  Rector  of  the  Grammar 
School,  is  anxious  to  avail  himself  of  the  first  opportunity 
of  intimating  to  the  inhabitants  of  Paisley,  that  he  will  open 
the  school  on  Monday,  28th  February  current,  when  classes 
in  Latin,  Greek,  Hebrew,  French,  and  Italian  will  be 
formed.  It  will  be  of  advantage  to  intending  pupils  to  join 
the  class  at  the  beginning.  Public  classes — hours,  from  10 
A.M.  till  12,  and  from  1  tm.  till  3.  Private  classes  at  vacant 
hours." 

At  the  end  of  the  last  month  of  this  year  the  old  pupils 
of  Dr.  Hunter  had  their  annual  supper  in  the  Saracen's 
Head  Inn,  when  there  was  a  large  attendance  to  give  a 
hearty  welcome  to  their  late  Rector,  on  his  first  visit  to 
Paisley  since  his  departure  to  Liverpool.  Mr.  W.  Buchanan 
acted  as  chairman,  Mr.  Peter  M^arlane  was  croupier,  and 
many  eloquent  addresses  were  delivered  during  the  coarse  of 
the  meeting. 
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On  18ih  October,  1843,  the  annual  examination  of  the 
Grammar  School  took  place,  and,  besides  some  of  the  Cleigy- 
men  and  Magistrates,  Professor  Bamsaj  was  present^  who^ 
after  the  examination  deUvered  an  address,  complimenting 
the  scholars  for  the  ability  they  had  shown,  and  Mr.  Bnmton 
for  the  care  he  was  taking  in  ^ucating  them.  Bailie  Smith 
thanked  the  Professor  for  his  attendance,  and  stated  the 
gratification  of  the  onnmanity  at  being  so  fortunate  in 
securing  so  able  a  Teacher  as  Mr.  Bnmton. 

In  the  following  year,  on  25th  October,  1844,  the  Gram- 
mar School  was  again  examined.  Professor  Ramsay,  at 
the  dose,  deUvered  an  address  of  considerable  length.  ^^  He 
expressed  his  sense  of  the  satisfaction  which  the  examination 
had  afforded  him,  both  as  respected  the  quantity  and  the 
quality  of  the  knowledge  elicit^  by  it.  The  quantity  he 
congratulated  the  pupils  upon  sharing  the  honour  of,  in 
common  with  the  master ;  of  the  quality  he  considered  the 
master  entitled  to  the  whole  gloiy.  It  had  pleased  him  to 
observe  that  Mr.  Brunton  had,  in  particular,  grounded  them 
wdl  in  the  elementary  department ;  for  what  was  the  use  of 
a  gay  superstructure  unless  they  digged  deep  foundations 
and  laid  great  blocks  to  support  the  fabric  He  was  veiy 
much  afraid  that  there  was  at  the  present  day  too  great  a 
disposition  for  what  was  termed  pushing  through  a  young 
man's  education.  But  it  was  a  great  mistake  to  hurry  him 
throu^  a  great  many  branches  without  admitting  of  his 
being  well  versed  in  any.  And  it  was  an  error  for  any  one 
to  come  to  institutions  such  as  that  in  which  he  had  the 
honour  of  holding  a  chair,  without  having  first  acquired 
everything  that  was  to  be  learned  in  the  Grammar  School. 
The  Ghrammar  School  of  Paisley  had  a  high  reputation  to 
sustain,  and  he  must  say  it  never  had  a  more  creditable 
denx>n8tration  than  under  Mr.  Brunton,  and  he  (Professor 
Ramsay)  had  been  present  at  many  of  its  examinations." 

At  the  examination  of  the  Grammar  School  in  October, 
1645,  there  was  no  new  feature  to  be  noticed. 

The  annual  examinations  had  hitherto,  with  some  few  ex- 
b2 
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ceptionsy  taken  place  in  the  month  of  October ;  but  Mr. 
Brunton,  in  June,  1846,  suggested  to  the  Town  Council  that 
they  should  be  held  prior  to  the  vacation.  It  was  thought 
that  this  change  was  better  calculated  to  afford  a  fair  view 
of  the  progress  the  scholars  had  made  during  the  Session. 
This  they  agreed  to  do,  and  the  examination  this  year  was, 
therefore,  on  25th  June. 

On  the  18th  February,  1847,  a  grand  exhibition  of 
objects  in  natural  history,  the  arts  and  sciences,  and  anti- 
quities, was  opened  in  the  Grammar  School  for  the  benefit 
of  the  library  connected  with  that  institution.  The  exhibi- 
tion was  mainly  got  up  through  the  exertions  of  Mr.  Bronton 
and  the  scholars ;  and  the  numerous  articles  exhibited  were, 
for  the  most  part,  obtained  from  gentlemen  in  the  town  and 
neighbourhood. 

In  March,  1847,  Mr.  Brunton  had  the  honour  of  the  degree 
of  LL.D.  conferred  upon  him  by  the  University  of  Glasgow. 
This  was  done  without  any  solicitation  on  his  part,  and  solely 
because  the  Professors  in  the  University  had  witnessed  so 
many  well-educated  pupils  coming  from  the  Paisley  Gram- 
mar School,  and  who  had  been  taught  by  Mr.  Brunton. 

On  the  24th  June,  1847,  the  annual  examination  took 
place,  and  after  it  was  completed,  Dr.  Brunton  intimated 
that  the  following  were  the  exercises  in  which  the  classes 
had  been  engaged  during  the  past  session : — 

First  Class. — ^Twenty  boys  learned  the  Bi^diments,  and 
twenty  pages  of  the  Delectus. 

Second  Class. — ^Fifteen  boys  read  the  last  fifty  pages  of  the 
Delectus,  Nepos:  the  lives  of  Miltiades,  Themistocles, 
Aristides,  Epaminondas ;  and  thirty  rules  of  the  gi:ammar 
tical  exercises.    Bevised  the  Budiments  repeatedly. 

Third  Class. — ^Twelve  boys  read  fourth  and  fifth  boob  of 
Csesar,  selections  from  Ovid,  twenty  chapters  of  Sallosf s 
Jugortha,  and  one  hundred  lines  of  the  first  book  of  the 
^neid,  and  of  Greek  the  last  seventy  chapters  of  the 
Extracts,  and  ten  chapters  of  the  Apostle  John. 
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Fourth  Class. — ^Thirteen  boys  read  last  twenty  chapters  of 
Sallusf  s  Gataline,  two  orations  of  Cicero  against  Cataline, 
the  eighth  and  ninth  books  of  Virgil,  sixteen  chapters  of 
first  book  of  Livy,  and  sixteen  Carmina  of  Horace ;  and 
of  Greek,  the  last  seventy  chapters  of  the  Extracts,  and 
ten  chapters  of  the  Apostle  John. 

All  the  classes  were,  besides,  taught  geography,  anti* 
quities,  &c.  At  the  close  of  the  examination,  the  Bev. 
Dr.  Andrew  Symington  addressed  the  pupils  and  strangers 
present.  ^'  He  adverted  feelingly  to  his  own  experience  in 
the  Granunar  School,  and  spoke  of  the  advantages  which  the 
young  people  then  enjoyed  compared  with  those  of  former 
years ;  and,  judging  from  what  he  had  seen  to-day,  he  must 
conclude  that  the  cause  of  education  was  on  the  advance. 
The  Doctor  then  proceeded  to  give  the  scholars  some  very 
wholesome  and  judicious  advice,  in  regard  to  the  amount, 
kind,  and  manner  of  study.  He  did  not  like  to  flatter  Dr. 
Brunton,  but  he  must  say,  however,  that  he  was  never  better 
satisfied  with  any  examination  than  he  had  been  with  that  of 
the  Paisley  Grammar  School  that  day.  There  was  one 
thing  which  he  would  particularly  notice,  and  it  was  this — 
that  the  scholars  had  not  been  examined  upon  any  prepared 
task.  The  passages  they  had  read  had  been  taken  at 
random,  and  he  had  seldom  seen  young  people  read  better. 
He  was  much  gratified  at  the  large  attendance  of  pupils. 
He  beUeved  that  the  number  was  greater  than  had  been  for 
many  years  back,  and  he  trusted  that  the  school  would  con- 
tinue in  the  same  flourishing  condition  in  time  to  come." 

Dr.  Brunton,  during  the  course  of  his  long  life  as  a 
teacher  of  youth,  was  always  regarded  as  extremely  indulgent 
to  the  pupils  under  his  charge.  His  mode  of  leading  them 
cm  and  correcting  them,  was  to  point  out  to  them  when 
they  misbehaved,  wherein  they  did  so,  and  not  to  resort 
abruptly  to  harsh  and  unnecessary  punishment.  Of  course 
when  it  did  become  necessary  to  chastise  a  boy  from  his 
perverse  conduct,  he  did  not  hesitate  to  do  so.      A  boy, 
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whose  name  was  William  Brown,  was  chastised  for  some 
misdemeanour,  and  the  boy  and  his  f ather,  having  failed  to 
indace  the  public  Prosecutor  to  take  up  the  case,  raised  an 
action  of  damages,  before  the  Civil  Court.  We  give  a 
report  of  this  case  as  it  appeared  in  the  Paisley  Advertiser  of 
4th  December,  1847  :— 

'^WM.  BBOWN  AND  FATHER   verstiS   THE   BECTOB  OF  THE 
GRAMMAR  SCHOOL,  PAISLEY. 

^'  The  pursuer,  for  a  misdemeanour  at  his  lesson,  got  a 
rather  smart  chastisement  on  the  5th  November  last. .  He 
reported  this  to  his  father,  who,  after  some  correspondence 
with  the  Hector,  which  was  not  satisfactory  to  him,  handed 
over  the  case  to  the  public  Prosecutor  of  the  Burgh.  This 
functionary,  after  examining  parties,  and  finding  that  the 
chastisement  did  not  warrant  his  interference,  gave  up  the 
case.  The  father,  not  content  with  this,  raised  an  action 
before  the  Small  Debt  Court  for  £8  6s.  8d.  of  damages  done 
to  his  son's  person  and  feelings.  The  case  was  brought  up 
before  Sheriff  Glasgow  on  Thursday  last.  After  hearing 
the  statement  of  both  parties,  the  Sheriff  remarked  that  the 
teacher  of  a  school  had  the  right  of  a  parent  within  the 
school-room  to  teach,  admonish,  and  chastise  his  pupils,  at 
hfa  own  discretion ;  and  assoilized  the  defender  accordingly." 

In  1848  the  annual  examination  was  on  the  7th  July. 
The  old  scholars  provided  some  of  the  prizes,  and  they  were 
presented  by  A£r.  Findlay,  as  convener  of  the  conmiittee  to 
the  subscribers  to  the  fund  for  that  purpose.  In  doing  so, 
he  stated  that  the  prizes  had  been  got  up  by  the  old  scholars 
by  subscription,  with  the  view  of  strengthening  the  hands  of 
Dr.  Brunton  and  encouraging  his  pupils  in  their  studies. 
With  the  same  object  in  view  he  believed  that  next  year  thqr 
would  endeavour  to  present,  perhaps,  a  greater  number,  and 
he  trusted  that  the  scholars  would  thereby  be  incited  to 
greater  diligence  and  perseverance.  The  following  being 
the  studies  in  which  the  scholars  were  engaged  during  the 
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past  session,  were  those  from  which  selections  were  made  for 
the  purposes  of  the  examination : — 

First  or  Junior  Class. — ^Latin  Rudiments  and  twenty-five 
pages  of  the  Delectus. 

Second  Class. — ^Revised  Rudiments,  and  read  from  20th  page 
of  the  Delectus  to  the  end;  Nepos :  the  lives  of  Aristides, 
Cimon,  Ippicrates,  Chabrias,  Timotheus,  and  Atticus ;  and 
the  granunatical  exercises. 

Third  Class. — ^Revised  Rudiments,  and  read  Nepos'  Life  of 
Hannibal;  Caesar,  Fifth  and  Sixth  Books  of  the  Gallic 
war ;  Ovid :  Greatio,  Aurea  JEtas,  Diluvium,  Phaethon, 
Cadmus,  Echo,  Narcissus;  and  the  second  part  of  the 
grammatical  exercises. 

Fourth  Class. — ^Revised  Rudiments,  read  Sallust's  Jugurtha ; 
Virgil:  first,  second,  and  third  books  of  the  ^neid;  Cicero: 
De  Archia  Poeta  ;  and  the  whole  of  Mair^s  Introduction. 
Exercises  in  prose. 

Fifth  Class. — ^Livy,  book  I. ;  Cicero,  De  Lege  Manilla  and 
De  Senectute ;  Virgil,  first  Georgic ;  Horace,  first  book  of 
Satires,  one  of  the  Epistles,  and  several  Odes;  Tacitus,  life 
of  Agricola ;  and  the  Andrea  of  Terence ;  exercises  in 
prose  and  verse. 

Crreek  Class.  —  Revised  Rudiments ;  read  twenty-four 
chapters  of  the  Acts  of  the  Apostles;  fourth  book  of 
Xenophon's  Anabasis;  ninth  and  tenth  books  of  the 
niad;  and  eight  chapters  of  the  ninth  book  of  Herodotus. 

When  the  examination  should  have  taken  place  in  1849, 
Dr.  Bmnton  was  unwell,  and  it  had,  therefore,  to  be  post- 
poned till  after  the  vacation.  It,  however,  took  place  on 
26th  October  1849;  Provost  Murray  presided,  and  dis- 
Isibnted  the  prizes.  The  books  on  which  the  scholars  had 
been  aigaged  during  the  previous  session,  were  somewhat 
similar  to  those  of  the  previous  year. 

The  old  scholars  who  had  been  for  some  time  past  collect- 
ing money  annually  to  purchase  prizes,  very  properly  agreed 
to  abandon  that  plan  and  resolved  to  raise  a  capital  sum. 
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the  interest  of  which  would  thereafter  be  sufficient  to  cany 
out  this  object.  They  were  very  successful  in  the  effort 
they  made;  they  collected  £149  lis.  6d., and  resolved  that 
the  Magistrates,  Town  Clerk,  and  Rector  of  the  Grammar 
School  for  the  time  being,  should  be  the  Trustees  for  the 
Management  of  this  fund.  At  a  meeting  of  the  Town 
Council  held  on  the  5th  August  1851,  this  matter  was  in- 
troduced by  Provost  Phillips,  who  "stated  that  he  had 
much  pleasure  in  informing  the  Council  that,  through  the 
liberality  of  Mr.  Andrew  Barrie  of  Paisley,  and  other  Gkn- 
tlemen  connected  with  the  Town,  a  sum  had  been  mortified 
and  invested  in  the  purchase  of  Burgh  Stock  in  name  of 
himself  and  the  other  Magistrates,  the  Town  Clerks,  and 
the  Rector  of  the  Grammar  School,  to  be  held  by  them  and 
their  successors  in  office  in  trust  for  behoof  of  the  Paisley 
Grammar  School  for  the  purpose  of  providing  from  the  in- 
terest arising  therefrom  a  sum  of  money  sufficient  to  procure 
prizes  for  the  meritorious  pupils  at  the  annual  examination; 
and  laid  before  the  meeting,  a  letter  from  Mr.  Stewart 
Clark,  Secretary  to  the  Conmiittee,  along  with  the  deeds  of 
trust  transferring  the  Burgh  Stock."  The  Council  there- 
after "passed  a  unanimous  vote  of  thanks  to  Mr.  Barrie 
and  the  other  contributors,  and  directed  the  Town  Clerks 
to  send  a  copy  of  the  minute  of  Council  to  the  Secretary 
of  the  Prize  Committee.  It  was  also  agreed  that  the  trans- 
fer should  be  placed  in  the  charter  chest  along  with  the 
other  titles  belonging  to  the  Town." 

The  terms  and  conditions  of  this  trust  are  stated  in  the 
Deed  of  Conveyance,  of  which  the  following  is  a  copy: — 

'' Oonsidermg  that  certain  gentlemen  resident  in,  or  connected 
with,  the  Town  of  Paisley,  being  desirous  to  establish  a  fund  for 
providing  annual  prizes  to  the  meritorious  pnpils  attending  the 
school  under  the  patronage  of  the  Magistrates,  designated  the 
"  Granunar  School  of  Paisley,"  have,  in  the  view  of  mortifying  and 
secoring  the  snm  of  money  requisite  for  the  aforesaid  purpose, 
resolved  to  invest  the  same,  in  whole  or  in  part,  upon  the  Tmst  Debt 
Stock  of  the  said  Town,  and,  in  consequence,  made  purchase  of  the 
proportion  of  the  debt  due  by  the  said  Boigh  secured  nnder  the 
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Trust  Act  hereinafter  assigned ;  and  that,  towards  effectuating  the 
said  object,  we  haye  been  required  by  the  said  purchasers  to  transfer 
our  claim  after  assigned  against  the  Trust  Estate  of  said  Town  to 
&e  effect  and  in  the  terms  hereinafter  expressed.     Therefore,  and 
in  consideration  of  the  sum  of  one  hundred  and  eight  pounds 
sterling  paid  to  me  by  Andrew  Barrie,  presently  residing  in  Dum- 
fries, Alexander  Russell  Pollock,  yam  merchant  in  Paisley,  John 
Macalaster,  thread  manufacturer  there,  James  Muir,  grain  merchant 
there,  Alexander  FuUerton,  founder  there,  William  Wylie,  writer 
there,  and  Stewart  Clark,  residing  at  Grateside,  Paisley,  for  them- 
•elres  and  other  parties,  contributors  to  the  said  fund,  We  do 
hereby  transfer  from  us,   our  heirs  and  successors,   to  William 
Phillips,  Esquire,  ProYost,  Robert  Kirkland,  Charles  Burgess,  John 
Campbell,  and  John  Council,  Esquires,  Bailies,  and  Mr.  Hugh 
Maofariane,  junior.  Treasurer  of  the  Town  of  Paisley,  William 
Martin  and  ^i^^lliam  Hodge,  joint  Town  Clerks  thereof,  and  William 
Bnmton,  Doctor  of  Laws,  Rector  of  the  said  Grammar  School,  and 
their  successors  in  office,  as  Trustees  to  the  effect  after-mentioned, 
the  sum  of  two  hundred  and  twenty-three  pounds  four  shillings, 
less  a  diyidend  of  eightpenoe  per  pound,  paid  in  part  of  said 
amount,  effeiring  thereto,  due  and  owing  to  us,  being  part  of  the 
amount  contained  in  a  certificate  number  Five  hundred  and  thirty- 
one,  granted  under  the  hands  of   five  of  the  Trustees  for  the 
Creditors  of  the  said  Burgh,  in  pursuance  of  an  Act  of  Parliament 
passed  in  the  seventh  year  of  the  reign  of  Her  Majesj^y  Queen 
Victoria,   entituled    **  An  Act    for    appointing  Trustees    for  the 
"  Creditors  of  the  Burgh  of  Paisley,  and  other  purposes  relating  to 

"  the  financial  affairs  of  the  said  Burgh  "  of  date 

- . ,  Together  with  interest  of  the 

said  sum  hereby  assigned,  less  the  aforesaid  dividend.  But  it  is 
hereby  specially  provided  and  declared,  as  the  condition  of  the  said 
purdiase,  and  the  express  intent  and  purpose  for  which  the  present 
ri^t  is  conceived,  that,  as  required  by  tiie  said  purchase,  the  debt 
and  sum  of  money  hereby  assigned  shall  be  held  by  the  said  Provost, 
Magistrates,  Treasurer,  Clerks,  and  Rector  of  the  said  Town  and 
School,  and  their  successors  in  office,  in  trust,  for  the  purpose  of 
providing  annually  the  prizes  after-specified  to  those  pupils  attend- 
ing the  said  school  who  shall  be  found  at  the  Annual  Public 
Examination  thereof  to  have  made  the  greatest  proficiency  in  their 
studies,  combined  with  good  behaviour  and  regular  attendance 
during  the  year  preceding,  viz., — Prize  First  shall  be  a  Silver  Medal, 
to  bear  (as  to  be  engraved  thereon)  the  designation  of  the  **  Barrie 
Medal,"  which  medal  shall  be  awarded  to  the  best  Classical  Scholar 
of  the  year  preceding  its  award,  subject  to  this  proviso  that  the 
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Buooessfnl  candidate   therefor  shall  be  held   as   debarred  from 
aoquiflition  of  the  said  medal  in  any  second  or  other  year  of  his 
continuance  at  said  school;    and  Prize  Second  and   the  whole 
farther  Prizes  shall  consist  of  such  Books  as  the  said  Prorost, 
Magistrates,  Treasurer,  Town  Clerks,  and  Bector,  and  their  suc- 
cessors in  ofBce,  may  consider  the  most  suitable  and  appropriate, 
and  consist  of  such  number,  and  be  of  such  prize,  as  the  said 
Trustees  (or  their  quorum  after-mentioned)  shall  deem  the  most 
fitting  for  each  special  occasion, — it  being  always  understood  that 
the  interest  to  arise  upon  the  said  fund  shall,  in  each  year,  be 
wholly  applied  in  the  piurchase  of  prizes  as  aforesaid.     And  it  is 
provided,  in  reference  to  the  adjudication  of  the  said  prizes,  that  the 
same  shall  be  awarded  and  presented  at  the  Annual  Examination  of 
the  said  School,  the  time  of  which  shall  be  fixed  suitable  to  the 
convenience  of  the  said  Trustees  and  Rector,  and  that  by  the  major 
number  of  those  of  the  said  Trustees  who  shall  be  present  at  the 
examination  of  the  year ;  and  towards  determination  of  any  question 
which  may  arise  in  regard  to  the  distribution  of  said  prizes,  the 
Senior  Magistrate,  whom  failing,  the  Treasurer,  or,  in  his  absence, 
the  Town  Clerks,  shall  have  the  casting  as  well  as  a  deliberate  vote, 
in  the  event  of  an  equality  of  votes  occurring ;  And  it  is  further 
declared    that   the    sum    of    money   hereby    assigned    shall  be 
mortified    and   held    in   trust    as   a   permanent  Fund    for  the 
purposes  foresaid,  and  it  shall  not  be  competent  to  the  said  Provost, 
Magistrates,  Treasurer,  Town  Clerks,  and  Rector,  or  their  quorum 
foresaid,  to  pay,  use,  diminish,  or  encroach  upon  the  same,  in  any 
manner  of  way,  or  to  apply  the  same,  or  any  part  thereof,  for  any 
other  than  the  said  specified  purposes.      Further,  that  on  any 
dividend  being  at  a  future  period  paid  on  the  said  debt,  such  divi- 
dend shall  thereupon  be  applied  either  in  the  purchase  of  the  same 
or  some  other  description  of  stock,  or  invested  upon  heritable 
security,  all  such  investments  being  taken  in  name  of  the  officiala 
above  named  as  Trustees,  for  the  time  being,  and  their  suocessorB  in 
office ;  and  any  other  acquisition,  so  to  be  made,  shall  be  held  in 
trust  as  aforesaid,  subject  to  the  same  directions,  provisions,  and 
declarations,  as  above-mentiened ;  excepting  always,  that  in  ihe 
event  of  any  contingency  calling  for,  or  rendering  expedient,  a 
change  of  the  investment  of  the  said  sum,  the  said  Trustees  shall  be 
at  liberty  to  sell  the  said  debt  and  interest  in  the  aforesaid  Trust 
Debt  Fund,  they  being  bound  to  re-invest  the  same  forthwith,  upon 
the  like  or  heritable  security ;  but  always  in  the  same  terma,  and 
under  the  whole  conditions  and  provisions  hereinbefore  expreaaed.** 

The  proceedings  connected  with  the  examination  of  the 
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pupils  in  the  Grammar  School  in  1850,  and  the  two  follow- 
ing years,  varied  little  from  those  in  the  previous  years. 

On  23rd  Joly^  1853,  Dr.  Bnmton  had  the  following  ad* 
vertisement  in  the  newspapers : — 'fPaisley  Gh-ammar  School. 
This  Institution  will  he  re-opened,  after  the  holidays,  on 
Monday,  29th  Angnst,  when  a  Latin  Glass  for  banners 
will  be  formed.  The  other  classes  will  be  open  to  pupils  in 
every  stage  of  advancement.  Dr.  Brunton  takes  leave  to 
intimate  that,  with  the  sanction  of  the  Ma^strates,  he  will 
instract  the  Pupils  of  the  Grammar  School  in  all  the 
branches  of  a  Mathematical  and  Commercial  Education. 
With  this  view  he  has  engaged  as  his  assistant,  Mr.  David 
Peters,  who  was  educated  in  one  of  the  best  Commercial 
Academies  in  Edinburgh,  and  has  had  six  years'  experience 
in  public  teaching.  The  branches  taught  in  the  Grammar 
School  are  Latin,  Greek,  and  Modem  Languages,  Ancient 
and  Modem  C^graphy  and  History,  Elementary  Science, 
iUnstrated  by  experiments ;  Natural  History  and  Astronomy, 
English,  Latin,  and  Greek  Composition  in  prose  and  verse. 
The  branches  to  be  added  are — ^Writing,  the  theory  and 
practice  of  Arithmetic,  Book-keqping,  Algebra,  G^metiy, 
theoretical  and  pra^cal ;  Land  Surveying  and  Navigation. 
The  community  may  rest  assured  that  neither  pains  nor 
labour  will  be  spared  thoroughly  to  prepare  the  youth,  who 
frequent  this  institution,  either  for  the  College,  the  Counts 
ing-house,  or  the  office  of  the  Engineer.  Hours  from  9  a.m. 
till  3^  P.M.,  with  half-an-hour  of  interval  during  the  winter 
months.  Each  pupil  will  have  one  hour  of  Writing  and  two 
of  Arithmetic  and  Mathematics,  with  all  the  Literary  classes 
ondimimshed,  and  a  Bible  lesson  every  morning  at  10; 
Fees,  per  quarter,  for  the  Grammar  School,  10s  6d,  and  for 
all  the  branches,  21s.    Modem  Languages^  5s  extra." 

This  advertisement  furnishes  an  excellent  and  most  com- 
prehensive account  of  the  work  done  in  the  Grammar  School 
at  this  time.  At  the  commencement  of  this  year,  Mr. 
M'Gilvray  resigned  his  situation  as  teacher  in  the  Com- 
meatdal  Schoolj  and  the  Council,  in  consequence  of  the  in- 
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f  erior  condition  of  the  school  and  the  small  nmnber  of  pnpils 
attending  it,  did  not  appoint  a  successor,  but  allowed  Dr. 
Bronton  to  obtain  an  assistant,  and  to  teach  Writing,  Arith- 
metic, &c.,  in  addition  to  the  classics  hitherto  taught  in  the 
Grammar  SchooL 

Provost  Phillips  presided  at  this  yearns  examination  of  the 
school,  which  took  place  on  the  21st  October.  At  the  close, 
Dr.  Brunton  addr^sed  the  Provost  and  audience,  and  said 
that  "  they  had  had  a  very  busy  year,  that  the  pupils  in 
general  had  conducted  themselves  well,  and  had  plied  their 
studies  very  earnestly.  He  could  say  that  at  present  there 
was  not  one  boy  in  the  school  who  was  not  making  progress 
— sensible  progress — daily ;  that  the  late  arrangement  made 
by  the  Magistrates,  whereby  he  had  been  allowed  to  get  an 
assistant  to  teach  the  Commercial  Department,  had  suc- 
ceeded admirably ;  that  he  had  been  fortunate  in  obtaining 
a  young  man  of  experience,  as  well  as  learning  and  ability, 
and  he  hoped  to  show  the  Magistrates,  as  well  as  the  parents 
of  the  pupils,  that  the  Commercial  branches  were  thoroughly 
and  effectually  taught.  He  thanked  the  Provost  and  Magis- 
trates heartily  for  their  uniform  kindness  and  attention  to 
the  school  and  to  himself.  That  he  had  been  cheered  there- 
by, and  had  been  enabled  to  attend  to  his  arduous  duties 
with  more  spirit  in  consequence  of  the  support  of  the  patrons 
of  the  school.** 

Provost  Philips,  after  consulting  with  the  clergymen  and 
others,  said  that  ^^  he  was  exceedingly  happy  to  say  that  his 
friends  present,  who  were  well  able  to  judge,  agreed  with 
him  in  stating  that  the  pupils  had  made  a  most  excellent 
appearance,  and  had  done  the  greatest  credit  to  th^nselves 
and  to  their  teachers.  This  school  had  a  great  reputation, 
and  deserved  it.  The  pupils  that  left  last  year  had  gained 
high  honours  in  the  Universities  of  Edinburgh  and  Glasgow, 
a  fact  which  had  given  himself  great  pleasure  indeed^  and 
proved  that  this  school  was  not  only  equal,  but  in  some  re- 
spects superior,  to  those  of  other  towns.  He  was  glad  to 
see  it  so  well  attended — ^to  see  so  many  studious  youths,  the 
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riang  hopes  of  the  Burgh,  attending  to  their  cluflsical 
studies.  He  said  forth^  ^t  he  was  obliged  to  the  Kector 
of  this  school  for  taking  charge,  in  the  meantime,  of  the 
Commercial  department.  It  was  contemplated  to  erect  an 
Academy  which  he  hoped  would  be  set  about  shortly,  and 
on  that  account  it  was  not  advisable  to  fill  up  the  Com- 
mercial school  when  it  became  vacant  lately.  Before  distri- 
butuig  the  old  scholars'  prizes,  he  would  state  that  a  mistake 
had  been  made  the  last  two  years  in  giving  a  gold  medal. 
The  deed  enjoins  a  silver  medal  to  be  given  annually, 
and  it  must  be  attended  to,  so  that  in  future  instead  of  a 
small  g(dd  medal  thore  would  be  ^ven  a  large  silver  one." 

After  distributing  the  prizes  the  Provost  said  that  to  keep 
uf  his  connection  with  the  school  he  would  offer  a  prize 
annually,  and  the  prize  would  be  given  to  the  pupil  who 
should  show  most  ezpertness  in  Latin  verse. 

The  Bev.  Mr.  Wilson,  of  the  Abbey,  on  being  called 
upon  by  the  Provost,  said,  **  being  almost  a  stranger,  he  had 
taken  little  part  in  this  examination,  but  if  spared  to  meet 
hereagain  he  hoped  to  take  his  full  share.  He  said  that  he 
approved  of  the  school;  he  cordially  agreed  in  all  that  had 
been  said  in  commendation  of  it.  But  they  must  have  Mr. 
Beid^s  excellent  school,  and  this,  with  the  Commercial  de- 
partment, incorporated  into  one  Academy.  The  schools 
must  all  work  well  t<^ether.  At  present,  however  good 
the^  were,  their  efforts  were  disunited;  and  that  far  more 
good,  in  his  opinion,  would  be  done  were  the  teachers  to 
work  thoroughly  into  each  other's  hands.  He  must  say  that 
the  Academy  alluded  to  by  the  Provost  **  was  a  consumma- 
tion devoudy  to  be  wished,"  and  which,  he  hoped,  would 
speedily  be  accomplished.  He  expressed  himself  as  being 
hi^y  satisfied  with  the  results  of  the  examination." 

Dr.  Brunton  was  deservedly  held  in  the  highest  estima- 
tion by  his  pupils ;  for  they  not  only  regarded  him  as  a  most 
efficient  teacher,  but  appreciated  him  for  his  personal  kind- 
ness and  attention  to  them,  and  the  deep  interest  he  took  in 
their  education.    To  prove  what  their  feelings  really  were 
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and  those  of  their  parents,  they  resolved  to  present  him  with 
a  substantial  token  of  their  esteem.  This  was  done  at  a 
soiree  held  in  the  Class  Boom  of  the  Grammar  School,  on 
the  evening  of  the  19th  December  in  this  year.  There  were 
upwards  of  two  hundred  persons  present,  including  many  of 
the  parents  and  friends  of  the  pupils.  Provost  MTarlane 
presided.  After  an  address  from  the  Provost,  Mr.  John 
MO[ntyre,  in  name  of  the  pupils,  presented  Dr.  Brunton 
with  a  purse  and  twenty  guineas,  and  for  Mrs.  Brunton,  a 
silver  tea  pot.  Mr.  M^tyre,  in  making  these  presentations, 
delivered  an  appropriate  address. 

Any  accounts  which  we  have  been  able  to  give  of  the  ex- 
aminations of  the  pupils  of  the  Grammar  School  have 
hitherto  always  been  those  that  took  place  under  the 
auspices  of  the  Town  Council,  the  clergymen  of  the  town, 
and  others  interested  in  the  prosperity  of  the  Instituti<m. 
But  we  have  now  to  record  an  examination  by  the 
Presbytery  of  Paisley  on  the  2nd  April,  1854.  At  the  dose 
of  this  examination,  and  after  the  pupils  in  the  several 
classes  had  gone  through  their  different  parts,  the  Bev. 
Mr.  Graham,  Lochwinnoch,  addressed  the  pupils,  and  said, 
"  I  cannot,  before  parting  with  you,  state  how  highly  I  am 
pleased,  and  I  am  sure  my  f  ellow-examiners  have  the  same 
opinion,  at  the  unequivocal  manner  in  which  you  have 
answered  the  questions  that  have  been  put  to  you.  You 
have  acquitted  yourselves  nobly  this  day,  and  from  the  boy 
with  the  least  ability  up  to  the  cleverest  in  the  school,  are 
calculated  to  make  a  respectable  figure  in  the  worid.  Some 
of  you,  I  have  no  doubt,  will  enter  the  University,  and  there 
— still  followed  with  his  best  wishes — ^the  admirable  tuition 
you  have  received  will  enable  you  to  reflect  credit  upon 
your  careful  and  experienced  teacher.  With  such  acquire- 
ments and  such  talents  many  of  you  may  become  celebrated 
in  the  ministry,  at  the  bar,  or  in  the  commercial  walk  of 
life.  But  remanber  that,  with  all  your  learning,  you  must 
get  religion,  or  it  is  of  no  avail.  And  (addressing  Dr. 
Brunton)  I  am  extremely  happy  to  observe  that  you  are  con- 


Digitized  by 


Google 


PAISLBT  O&AMMAB  SCHOOL.  221 

tinning  to  porsue  the  old,  the  venerable  path.  There  is 
here  no  ostentation,  no  show,  but  solid  learning,  which,  in  a 
very  few  years,  will  show  its  saperioriiy  over  all  flummery 
and  dap  trap  methods." 

At  the  close  of  the  examination  of  the  Commercial  and 
Mathematical  department  of  the  Grammar  School,  on  31st 
July,  1855,  when  Provost  M'Farlane  presided,  the  Bev. 
Mr.    France   stated    '^that    he   had    derived    unmingled 
gratification    from  being  present  on  that   occasion.      In 
every  dq)artment  the  papils  had  done  high  credit  to  their 
teachers  and  themselves.    It  was  highly  satisfactory  to  his 
mind  to  witness  such  high  attainments  reached  in  the  com- 
mercial branch  of  education,  in  connection  with  the  efficient 
working  of  the  Grammar  School  in  other  departments.    For 
twenty  years  he  had  been  in  the  habit  of  witnessing  the 
examinations  of  the  Paisl^  Grammar  School,  and  while  the 
classical   department   remained  in  undiminished  efficiency, 
there  had  been  brought  before  them  that  day  evidence  of 
mental  training  in  altogether  a  different  department,  which 
r^ected  high    honour   on  Dr.  Brunton,  and  the  youth 
under  his  care.    He  thought  the  town  of  Pabley  very  much 
indebted  to  that  gentleman  for  having  made  tins  experi- 
ment.    In  providing  a  first-r^te  commercial  education  he 
had  supplied  what  had  previously  been  a  desideratum,  and 
they  had  witnessed  Ihe  result  in  the  gratifying  proceedings." 
The  Bev.  J.  B.  Dickson  most  cordially  concurred  in  the  ob- 
servations of  Mr.  France. 

The  Ptovost  stated  that  ^'  he  had  only  to  say  on  behalf  of 
his  brother  magistrates  and  himself,  that  they  were  highly 
ddi^ited  with  tiie  pro6ciency  displayed  by  the  pupils  in 
arithmetic,  and  all  the  other  branches  in'  which  they  were 
eommiiied.  The  nature  of  the  examination  sufficiently 
diowed'that  no  system  of  cramming  had  been  pursued,  but 
that  the  pupils  had  been  thoroughly  grounded  in  a  know- 
ledge of  the  principles  on  which  the  different  questions  were 
based.  Altogether  he  thought  the  examination  worthy  of 
the  Paisley  Grammar  School  in  its  best  days.    It  was  cer- 
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tainly  a  want  when  only  the  classical  branches  were  tau^t 
in  the  school^  as  many  boys  were  forced  to  go  elsewhere 
to  obtain  the  other  branches ;  bnt  as  all  parties  had  reason 
to  be  satisfied  with  the  experiment  which  had  been  made  for 
the  last  two  years,  he  had  no  doubt  bnt  the  arrangement 
would  come  to  be  a  permanent  one."  The  Provost  then  con- 
cluded by  again  expressing  the  great  pleasure  he  had  experi- 
enced in  witnessing  the  proficiency  displayed  by  the  pupils 
during  the  examination. 

The  proceedings  were  closed  by  a  short  prayer  by  the 
Rev.  Mr.  Kussell. 

Mr.  William  Cochran,  at  one  time  of  Paisley,  but  resid- 
ing in  Liverpool,  where  he  died  at  this  time,  left  by  his  deed 
of  settlement  the  sum  of  £500  to  assist  in  the  erection  and 
maintenance  of  a  secularly-taught  school  in  Paisley.  The 
following  is  an  excerpt  from  his  Will,  dated  24th  May, 
1849: — "I  give  and  bequeath  unto  the  Rev.  John  Hamilton 
Thom,  William  Bathbone,  Esq.,  or  in  his  default,  to  his  son 
William  Bathbone,  Jim.,  Esq.,  and  Walter  Ferguson,  Esq., 
of  the  firm  of  Ferguson,  Dillan,  &  Co.,  in  trust,  the  sum  of 
£1000  Stg.,  free  of  legacy-duty  or  deduction,  to  lay  out  and 
apply  the  same  in  two  equal  parts,  the  one  in  Liverpool,  the 
other  in  Paisley,  Scotland,  for  the  erection,  establishment, 
foundation,  or  maintenance,  at  their  discretion,  of  a  secular- 
ly-taught and  regulated  public  school,  upon  or  according  to 
the  plan  in  substance  of  the  Lancashire  Secular  School  As- 
sociation, lately  organised  in  Manchester."  One  of  the  rules 
of  that  Association  was,  that  schools  of  this  kind  ^^  shall  im- 
part secular  instruction  only,  leaving  to  parents,  guardians, 
and  reli^ous  teachers  the  inculcation  of  doctrinal  religion,  to 
afford  opportunities  for  which  the  schools  shall  be  closed  at 
stated  times  in  each  week*"  Ab  in  a  school  of  this  kind  the 
Bible  would,  of  course,  be  excluded,  the  gift  was,  therefore^ 
burdened  with  too  repugnant  a  condition  to  be  accepted. 
The  money  bequeathed  for  Liverpool  was  also  not  taken  ad- 
vantage of  for  the  same  reason,  and,  as  in  the  case  of  Paisley, 
it  still  remains  so. 
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The  arrangements  for  the  examination  of  the  Classical 
and  Commercial  departments  in  the  Grammar  School  were 
fixed,  the  latter  to  be  at  the  end  of  July  before  the  com- 
mencement of  the  vacation,  and  the  former  to  be  in  the 
month  of  October.  At  the  examinations  in  October  of  this 
year,  and  in  July,  1857,  nothing  of  importance  took  place. 

On  23rd  October,  1857,  the  Classical  department  was 
examined  in  presence  of  the  Magistrates  and  Council  and 
other  gentlemen  in  the  town,  and  Provost  Brown  pre- 
sided. At  the  close  of  the  proceedings  the  Rev.  Mr. 
MacGregor  gave  an  excellent  address  to  the  pupils,  in  the 
conise  of  which  he  adverted  to  the  ability  with  which  they 
had  acquitted  themselves.  He  hoped  they  would  in  after 
life  sustain  the  ability  and  industry  they  had  shown,  and  the 
long-established  credit  of  their  respected  teacher.  He  hoped 
that  their  teacher,  as  he  had  reason  to  be  proud  of  them 
now,  would  never  have  to  blush  for  them  hereafter. 

Provost  Brown  said,  ^'Before  beginning  to  distribute 
the  prizes  to  those  pupils  who  well  merited  them,*  he  had 
to  state,  on  the  part  of  his  colleagues  and  himself,  how 
much  they  were  satisfied  in  every  respect  with  the  day's 
proceedings.  To  Dr.  Brunton  he  had  to  repeat  what  had 
80  often  been  said  by  his  predecessors — ^that  they  highly 
approved  of  his  mode  of  instructing  the  youth  conmiitted 
to  his  charge.  The  appearance  of  the  scholars  that  day 
reflected  the  greatest  credit  on  his  talents,  industry  and  at- 
tention; and  he  was  glad  he  had  this  opportunity  afforded  him 
to  testify  thus  pubUcly  to  Dr.  Brunton's  worth.  There  was 
no  danger  of  success  and  prosperity  attending  the  Grammar 
School,  and  of  its  retaining  all  its  celebrity,  so  long  as  this 
community  were  so  fortunate  as  to  have  his  valued  services. 
To  the  pupils  he  was  proud  in  having  it  in  his  power  to 
state  how  much  he  had  been  pleased  with  their  appearance 
this  day.  In  the  searching  ordeal  to  which  some  of  them 
had  been  subjected  by  his  friends  around  him,  they  had  sa- 
tisfactorily shown  that  their  lessons  were  really  prepared, 
that  ihey  were  not  acquired  by  rote,  but,  on  the  contrary,  were 
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well  grounded  in  them.  He  would  also  wish  to  impress  on 
them  always  to  remember  that  the  Paisley  Ghtimmar  School 
had  acquired  a  good  name— that  the  pupils  who  had  gone 
before  them  had  sustained  its  fair  fame — and  a  great  te- 
sponsibility  therefore  devolved  on  them  to  sustain  the  repu- 
tation of  this  place  of  learning,  and  not  to  render  worthless 
the  meritorious  labours  of  their  learned  and  much  respected 
Bector.  While  he  stated  this  much^  he^  however,  had  no 
fear  of  the  result.  He  had  another  pleasing  duty  to  per- 
form— ^he  had  to  thank  the  clergymen  and  other  gentlemen, 
not  only  for  their  attendance  this  day,  but  also  on  former 
occasions^  and  likewise  for  the  general  interest  they  had 
always  taken  in  this  institution.  There  was  just  one  other 
subject  to  which  he  would  advert.  Every  one  in  the  town, 
he  might  safely  say,  was  proud  of  the  Gframmar  School; 
but,  he  was  bound  to  confess  it  was  unfortunate  there  were 
not  connected  with  it,  class-rooms  for  the  other  branches  of 
education.  One  and  all  in  the  town  felt  this.  What  he 
would  like  to  see  would  be  sqmrate  and  commodious  class- 
rooms adjoining  this  building,  with  separate  teachers  for 
every  branch  of  education.  In  such  a  town  it  was  discreditable 
that  they  had  not  such  buildings  and  such  facilities  for  edu- 
cating their  youth.  He  hoped,  however,  that  the  enter- 
prise and  public  spirit  of  our  townsmen  would  soon  wipe 
away  the  stain  from  our  name.  With  accommodation  for 
teadiing  our  youth  such  as  he  had  indicated,  then  might  the 
inhabitants  of  this  town  say  they  had  done  something  Hke 
their  duty.** 

After  the  Provost  had  distributed  the  prizes  to  the  suc- 
cessful competitors,  he  announced  that  he  would  ^ve  a  prize 
of  a  sQver  medal,  to  be  competed  for  during  the  next  sessioii, 
for  the  best  model  of  Csesar^s  celebrated  bridge  across  the 
Eiver  Bhine. 

The  Commercial  department  of  the  Grammar  School  was 
examined  on  the  23d  July,  1858,  and  the  clasdcal  d^Mxt- 
ment  on  the  3d  November  following.  At  the  latt^  there 
was  a  large  attendance  of  visitors,  including  many  clergy- 
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rneOy  and  Provost  Brown  presided.  There  were  four  com- 
petitors for  the  silver  medal  given  bj  the  Provost  for  the  best 
model  of  Gsesar^s  bridge  over  the  Rhine,  and  it  was  awarded 
to  Robert  Blair.  One  of  the  other  models  was  so  extremely 
well  executed,  that  it  was  with  some  difficulty  a  decision 
could  be  arrived  at.  This  model  was  constructed  by  Robert 
M^Kenzie,  West  March,  and  the  Provost  gave  him  abook  as 
the  second  prize.  After  the  examination,  the  scholars  were 
addressed  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Rennison  and  Provost  Brown. 

To  endeavour  to  carry  into  effect  what  had  been  so  much 
talked  and  written  about,  viz.,  having  additional  class  rooms 
m  connection  with  the  Grammar  School,  and  to  ascertain 
how  far  the  inhabitants  would  support  such  a  measure, 
Provost  Brown,  on  5th  October  1859,  issued  a  circular  to 
the  inhabitants,  of  which  the  following  is  a  copy: — 

Paisley,  6th  October,  1859. 
Sim, — ^I  beff  respeetfolly  to  bring  before  you  the  present  onsatis- 
bctory  position  of  the  Town*a  Schoola,  the  necessity  that  exiiU  for 
remodelling  them,  and  the  measures  that  ought  to  be  adopted  for 
their  improvement. 

The  Town's  Schools  consist  of  :— 

L  The  Qrammar  SohooL 
n.  The  Town's  English  SchooL 
m.  Hie  Town's  Commercial  School 

L  The  Grammar  School,  as  is  itdVL  known,  is  situated  at  the  head  of 
Churchhill,  in  a  central  and  healthy  part  of  fche  town.  It  consists  of 
one  large,  and,  in  erery  respect,  commodious  class-room  on  the  first 
floor,  49  feet  long  and  32  feet  wide,  and  with  a  ceiling  13  feet  high, 
ajid  abore  is  the  Rector's  very  suitable  lodging.  The  Rector  has  in 
addition  to  the  lodging  an  annual  salary  of  £16  13b  4d.  In  the 
•chool  is  taught  the  elementary  and  highest  branches  of  Latin  and 
Qreekf  and  the  other  branches  of  a  dassioal  education  which  fit 
jroong  men  for  the  Uniyersity. 

IL  The  Town's  English  School  is  situated  in  an  inferior  locality. 
The  elass-room  is  small  and  the  ceiling  is  low,  and  it  is  altogether 
the  most  unsuitable  that  can  be  conceired.  It  has  been  found  so 
bad  that  Mr.  Reid,  the  present  teacher,  has  been  obliged  to  find  a 
Hat-room  elsewhere.    The  teacher  in  this  school  has  no  salary. 
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m.  The  Town*!  Commercial  School  Ib  in  the  Meetiiig  Home 
Lane.  Thia  daaa-room  ia  alao  amall — ^the  ceiling  ia  yery  low,  and  the 
locality  ia  exceedingly  bad.  There  haa  not  been  a  teacher  attached 
to  thia  Bchool  for  many  yeans  <uid  ^^  ^^  teacher  who  waa  i4[)point- 
ed  declined  to  come  to  it.  The  teacher  haa  an  annual  aalary  allowed 
Mm  of  £8  68  8d. 

To  remedy  all  thia  inoonrenience  it  will  be  neoesaary  to  concen- 
trate and  bring  together  theae  different  daaa-rooma,  and  have  the 
education  of  the  pupila  conducted  upon  the  principle  of  an  Academy. 
To  obtain  thia  desirable  object  it  will  be  necessary  to  make  an  ad- 
dition to  the  present  Grammar  School  on  the  vacant  piece  of  ground 
to  the  south,  agreeably  to  the  accompanying  plan  and  elevation.  As 
a  dass-room  the  present  Grammar  School  ia  considered  aufficientiy 
commodiouB.  The  additional  building  would  giro  two  daaa-rooms^ 
each  55  feet  long  20  feet  wide,  and  with  high  clings.  In  the  west 
end  of  the  new  building,  entering  from  Churchhill,  would  be  a  capa- 
cioua  staircase  leading  to  the  present  Grammar  School  and  the  two 
class-rooms.  One  of  the  class-rooms  would  be  appropriated  to  the 
teacher  of  English,  &c.,  and  the  other  to  the  teacher  of  Writing, 
Arithmetic,  Mathematics,  &c.  If  the  present  arrangement  is  car- 
ried out,  it  is  proposed  to  let  the  school  rooms  m  School  Wynd 
and  Meeting  House  Brae,  and  to  apply  the  renta  thereof  as 
endowment  to  the  ref^tectire  teachers.  At  present  there  is  no  play 
ground  in  connection  with  the  Grammar  School ;  and  it  is  proposed 
to  acquire,  in  the  meantime,  for  that  purpose  the  propertiea  (marked 
on  the  plan)  belonging  to  the  heira  of  the  late  Rot.  D^.  Symingttni, 
and  to  the  heira  of  the  late  ^Ib.  Downie.  I^ould  it  be  found  neces- 
sary at  any  aubsequent  period  to  acquire  additional  play  groond, 
it  is  belieyed  that  such  could  be  got  on  reasonable  terma. 

Hie  want  of  an  Academy  in  Paisley  has  long  been  teAi ;  and  it  is 
believed  that  were  the  proposed  arrangements  carried  into  execa- 
cution,  they  would  give  children  all  the  benefits  arising  from  such  an 
Institution.  At  present  children  are  exposed  to  the  numerous  dis- 
advantages arising  from  lossof  time,  by  the  classrooms  being  ntoated 
in  different  parts  of  the  town  :  and  so  objectionable  has  this  been 
considered  that  parents  have,  in  numerous  instances,  felt  themselves 
constrained  to  send  their  children  to  other  towns  for  their  education. 
Thm  is  a  atate  of  matters  that  ought  not  to  continue ;  and  it  is  confi- 
dently hoped  that  the  plan  now  proposed  for  securing  the  establish- 
ment of  an  Academy  will  receive  the  hearty  and  cordial  support  of 
the  community.  The  estimated  cost  of  these  two  daas  rooms  and  of 
acquiring  the  properties  referred  to,  including  the  expense  of  fur- 
nishing and  all  the  necessary  alterations,  will  be,  at  least  £1000.  Thia 
sum  will  require  to  be  raiaed  by  pufblic  subscription,  and  as  you  and 
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oiken  take  a  liyely  interest  in  the  welfare  of  Paisley,  I  take  the 
liberfy  of  bringing  this  sabject  under  your  notice  ;  and  I  hope  the 
plan  proposed  will  meet  with  your  approval,  and  that  you  wiU  be  in- 
duced to  contribute  towards  tiie  fund  to  be  raised  for  carrying  on 
tiua  undertaking  to  a  satisfactory  conclusion.  A  considerable  por- 
tion of  the  sum  has  been  already  subscribed,  and  I  take  the  liberty 
of  informing  you  that  in  the  course  of  a  few  days  you  will,  should 
I  not  hear  from  you,  be  waited  upon  for  a  donation  towards  this 
laudable  object. 

lam.  Sir, 

Tour  most  obedient  servant, 

ROBERT  BROWN,  Pbotost. 

We  take  the  following  extract  from  the  Paisley  Herald 
newspi^)er  of  the  10th  of  this  month,  as  showing  the  favour 
with  which  this  proposal  was  received  by  the  press : — 

THE  TOWN'S  SCHOOLS. 

PBOPOSBD  EXTBKSIOK  OF  THB  ORAMMAB  SCHOOL. 

An  important  matter  has  just  been  submitted  to  the  consideration 
of  the  public  by  Provost  Brown,  in  the  form  of  a  circular,  which  is 
now  before  us,  and  which  embraces  an  improvement  and  extension 
of  the  town's  educational  establishments.  The  subject  is  not  new, 
as  several  attempts  have  been  made  from  time  to  time  to  enlist  pub- 
lic sympathy  and  support  for  the  same  object ;  but  from  one  cause 
and  another  these  sdiemes  have  hitherto  been  abandoned  as  imprac- 
ticable before  they  were  even  fairly  brought  before  the  public.  The 
necessity  of  something  being  done  to  improve  the  condition  of  the 
town's  schools,  and  place  them  in  a  position  and  in  circumstances 
more  suitable  to  the  requirements  of  modem  systems  of  education, 
was  so  universally  admitted,  however,  that  it  but  required  the 
enunciation  of  some  practical  proposal  to  have  it  vigorously  carried 
out.  From  the  encouragement  which  Provost  Brown's  scheme  has 
already  received,  it  would  appear  that  he  has  hit  upon  this  practical 
plan,  and  we  earnestly  hope  tiiat,  now  the  subject  is  before  the  com- 
munity, it  will  not  be  neglected  nor  lost  sight  of  until  the  improve- 
ments proposed  by  the  Provost  at  least  have  been  carried  out. 

As  Provost  Brown  explains,  the  town's  schools  consist  at  present 
of  the  Grammar  School — an  institution  founded  by  King  James  the 
Sixth— the  Town's  English  School,  and  the  Commercial  School 
The  buildings  for  the  acconmiodation  of  the  scholars  attending  the 
two  latter,  however,  have  become  so  unsuitable  for  the  purpose, 
that  in  the  one  case  the  teacher,  at  his  own  expense,  has  provided 
another  dass-room,  and  in  the  other,  the  Commercial,  a  teacher  can- 
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not  be  got  for  it,  the  last  appointed  having  declined  to  oome.  in 
additional  disadvantage  also  is,  that  these  schools  are  sitoated  at  a 
distance  from  each  other,  and  it  is  next  to  impossible  to  have  a  pu- 
pil simnltaneoosly  in  the  sevetal  branches  of  a  liberal  English  edu- 
cation in  them.  As  a  natural  consequence,  parents  have,  in  name^ 
ous  instances,  been  constrained  to  said  their  children  for  their  edu- 
cation to  other  towns. 

The  expense  estimated  by  Provost  Brown  amounts,  as  a  minimum 
sum,  to  £1000.  It  is  evident  from  the  plan,  however,  that  the  scheme 
can  be  indefinitely  extended ;  indeed,  in  respect  to  the  establish- 
ment of  an  academy,  the  money  whidi  may  be  most  judiciously  ex- 
pended is  only  limited  by  the  generosity  and  public  spirit  of  the 
subscribers.  We  do  not  for  a  moment  fear  that  Provost  Brown  will 
succeed  in  raising  the  modest  sum  he  has  named — indeed,  already 
one  half  of  it  has  been  subscribed  by  the  following  parties : — 

Mr.  Pbteb  Ooats,  Woodside,  £100 

„    Thomas  Coats,  Ferguslie,  100 

Provost  Beoww,  Underwood,  50 

Mr.  T.  H.  Maofablakb,  Canal  Bank, 50 

„    Jambs  Clark,  Camphill,  50 

„    Pbtbb  Kbbr,  Whitehaugh,  50 

„    John  Bai&d,  Ghdlowhill,  50 

„    H.  H.  Thomson,  Sauoel,  50 


£500 

With  such  a  favourable  beginning  we  do  not  doubt  the  success  of 
this  scheme.  There  are  very  few,  indeed,  of  our  townspeople  ^o 
are  in  a  position  to  enable  them  to  subscribe,  but  will  be  found  not 
only  willing  but  desirous  of  lending  their  assistance  to  improve  oar 
public  educational  institutions,  and  place  us  in  this  respect  on  a 
footing  of  equality  at  least  with  other  provincial  towns  in  Scotland. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Town  Coancil,  held  on  the  27th 
October,  1859,  Provost  Brown  introduced  his  proposal  for 
having  additional  class  rooms  at  the  Grammar  School,  and 
**  stated  that  he  had  brought  under  the  notice  of  the  com- 
munity the  disadvantages  under  which  the  inhabitants  were 
placed  by  not  having  an  Academy  in  which  all  the  branches 
of  a  first-class  education  could  be  taught.  He  also  stated 
that  during  the  last  twenty-five  years  much  had  been  done 
to  provide  school  accommodation  for  the  working  classes, 
fifteen  schools  havings  during  that  period,  been  erected. 
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capable  of  accommodatiiig  three  thousand  children^  and  that 
all  these  schools  were  well  attended  and  prosperous,  while 
nothing  had  been  done  towards  the  extension  or  improvement 
of  the  Granmiar  School  for  the  last  fifty  years/'    He  then 
recapitolated  the  terms  of  his  letter  to  the  inhabitants  on 
the  subject,  and   '*  farther  stated  that  the  proposal  was 
generally  approved  by  the  commonity,  and  that  the  call  for 
subscriptions  had  been  liberally  and  promptly  responded  to 
(the  sum  then  amounting  to  nearly  £1200) ;  and  concluded 
bis  statement  by  laying  before  the  meeting  a  copy  of  the 
circular  addressed  by  him  to  the  inhabitants  and  others 
interested,  of  date  the  5th  October,  1859,  which  was  or- 
dered to  be  engrossed.**    At  that  Council  meeting  '*  Bailie 
Pollock  stated  that  he  felt  highly  gratified  by  the  state- 
ment now  made  by  the  Provost,  and  the  prospect  there 
was  of  having  the  Gfranunar  School,  by  the  proposed  addi- 
tion, converted  into  aii  Academy ;  and  as  he  considered  the 
proposal  entitled  to  the  cordial  support  of  the  Council,  as  a 
measure  in  which  they,  as  representing  the  conununity,  are 
deeply  interested,  moved  that  the  thanks  of  the  Council  be 
voted  to  Provost  Brown  for  the  measures  taken  by  him  to 
secure  its  enlargement  and  improvement,  with  the  view  to 
the  establishment  of  an  Academy;  which  motion,  having 
been  seconded  by  Bailie  Lamb,  and  put  to  the  vote,  was 
unanimously  agreed  to." 

**  The  Provost  expressed  his  thanks  to  the  Council  for  the 
honour  done  to  him,  and  stated  that  he  hoped  the  Council 
would  take  an  early  opportunity  of  appointing  a  committee 
to  act  along  with  the  subscribers." 

The  Gnunmar  School  was  examined  on  the  26th  October, 
1859.  Besides  Provost  Brown,  who  presided,  there  were 
present  Bailies  Kirkland,  Hamilton,  and  Pollock;  the 
Rev.  M^srs  McGregor,  Thomson,  Lees,  Brown,  Hender- 
son, Bennison,  and  Allison;  Dr.  Paton;  and  Messrs.  J. 
Robertson,  Moodie,  Murray,  and  others.  After  the  differ- 
ent classeB  were  examined,  the  Rev.  Mr  Thomson  made  a 
few  remarks.     He  expressed  his  delight  at  the  state  of  the 
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school,  and  complimented  Dr.  Bronton  on  the  very  apparent 
efficiency  and  success  of  his  teaching.  He  also  passed  some 
veiy  high  encomiums  on  M.  Pujol  for  the  ability  displayed 
in  teaching  French. 

Provost  Brown,  before  proceeding  to  distribute  the  prizes, 
'^  stated  that  he  had,  for  himself  and  his  colleagues,  to  repeat 
what  he  had  said  on  similar  occasions,  that  the  greatest  praise 
was  due  to  Dr  Brunton  for  the  advanced  state  in  which  he 
had  the  scholars  under  his  charge,  and  that  such  could  only 
have  been  accomplished  after  much  labour  and  attention  on 
his  part  He  therefore  congratulated  Dr  Brunton  on  his 
success  as  a  teacher.  He  was  bound  also  to  state  that  the 
scholars  had  acquitted  themselves  most  admirably  notwith- 
standing the  severe  examination  to  which  many  of  them  were 
subjected,  which  showed  that  they  had  not  been  inattentive 
to  the  advice  and  instruction  given  to  them  by  their  teacher. 
He  had  to  assure  them  that,  if  they  continued  so  to  act,  they 
would,  in  after  life,  reap  their  full  reward.  The  Provost 
stated  that  as  his  term  of  office  would  shortly  expire,  this 
would  be  the  last  occasion  at  which  he  would  have  the  plea- 
sure to  preside  as  chief  magistrate  of  the  town.  The  Insti- 
tution would  not,  however,  suffer  on  that  account,  for  he  had 
no  doubt  but  his  successor  would  bestow  his  best  attention 
to  the  interest  of  that  ancient  seat  of  learning.  The  Bev. 
Mr.  Thomson  had  alluded  to  the  proposed  improvement  of 
the  Town's  Schools,  and  he  said  he  had  for  a  long  time 
entertained  a  strong  opinion  that  the  Granmiar  School,  so 
long  deservedly  famed  for  the  superior  education  received  at 
it,  should  be  so  increased  as  to  combine  all  the  advantages 
possessed  by  an  Academy.  Some  measures  had  been  taken 
by  him  for  accomplishing  this  desirable  object.  And  such 
had  been  the  liberal  support  given  to  the  proposal  that  he 
might  safely  say  it  would  now  be  carried  out.  When  the 
examination  takes  place  a  year  or  so  hence  it  would,  he 
anticipated,  be  under  different  circumstances,  and  in  one  of 
the  new  class  rooms  proposed  to  be  built.  The  Provost  con- 
cluded by  thanking  the  gentlemen  .and  also  the  ladies  for 


Digitized  by 


Google 


VAIBLEY  GRAMMAB  SCHOOL.  231 

having  favoured  them  with  their  presence,  and  likewise  the 
clergymen,  who  were  so  well  qualified  to  assist  at  such  an 
examination."  He  then  awarded  the  prizes,  which  were  very 
numerous. 

The  examinations  of  the  few  years  that  elapsed  before 
the  new  building  was  erected,  were  very  much  like  preceding 
ones;  but  we  cannot  give  particulars  regarding  them,  as 
they  were  not  reported  at  length  in  the  newspapers  of  that 
period. 

Among  the  subscribers  to  the  plan  for  enlarging  the 
Ghrammar  School,  the  idea  began  to  grow  that  it  would  be 
much  better  to  erect  a  firstr-rate  Academy.  Indeed,  from 
the  b^inning  of  the  movement,  the  promoters  of  the 
measure  held  this  opinion  very  strongly;  but  the  great 
difficully  was  how  sufficient  funds  could  be  obtained  to 
carry  through  such  an  undertaking.  However,  when 
instead  of  one  thousand  pounds,  as  was  asked  for  the  first 
proposal,  nearly  double  that  amount  was  subscribed  without 
much  effort,  it  was  evident  that,  if  the  public  were  properly 
canvassed,  enough  of  money  would  be  forthcoming  to  erect 
an  Academy  of  moderate  size. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Committee  of  Subscribers  held  on 
the  8th  March,  1860,  the  Treasurer  reported  that  the 
subscriptions  now  amounted  to  £1810;  and  as  it  was 
desirable  to  put  the  Ghrammar  School  into  an  efficient  state 
by  additional  class-rooms,  or,  otherwise,  to  erect  new  premises 
for  an  Academy,  it  was  resolved  to  make  a  more  general 
call  on  the  inhabitants  so  as  to  raise  the  subscriptions  to 
£3000.  No  meeting  of  the  Committee  was  held  till  28th 
August  in  the  following  year  (1861),  when  Mr.  Brown,  the 
convener,  explained  that  nothing  of  importance  had  been 
done  since  the  last  meeting,  in  consequence  mainly  of  the 
decision  by  the  Court  of  Session  in  the  Elgin  Academy 
Case  ;*  but  by  the  passing  of  the  recent  Act  the  effect  of 

*  The  Elgin  Academy  Case,  the  decision  of  which  was  found  to 
prevent  many  persons  from  snbscribing,  was  this :— In  1850,  an  action 
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that  decision  was  now  removed,  and  he  thought  some 
measures  should  be  adopted  for  carrying  out  the  object  of 
the  subscribers.  He  farther  stated  that  many  parties  who 
took  a  deep  interest  in  the  prosperity  of  the  Grammar 
School,  and  the  progress  of  education  in  the  Town,  were  of 
opinion,  and  it  was  his  own  also,  that  a  new  Academy  should 
be  erected  apart  from  the  present  schooL  He  likewise  laid 
before  the  meeting  a  plan  of  the  property,  embracing  the 
site  of  the  Grammar  School  and  playground,  with  the 
properties  adjoining ;  also,  a  ground  plan  and  elevation  pre- 
pared by  Mr.  Lamb,  architect,  of  the  kind  of  building 
proposed.  The  Committee  were  of  opinion  that  a  new 
Academy  should  be  erected,  and  appointed  a  conunittee  of 
their  number  to  look  out  for  a  site  upon  which  it  should  be 
built. 

For  more  than  a  year  the  Committee  were  earnestly 
engaged  with  this  important  task ;  and,  during  that  timet 
two  events  occurred  which  deserve  more  than  a  passing 
notice,  viz., — ^the  death  of  Dr.  Hunter,  and  a  dinner  and 
presentation  to  Dr.  Brunton. 

Dr.  Hunter,  who  filled  the  Rectorship  of  the  Paisley 
Grammar  School  with  so  much  acceptance  and  ability  for 
a  period  of  nine  years  prior  to  1842,  died  at  Ayr,  on  the 
27th  June,  1862.    As  abeady  stated,  he  left  Paisley  to  fill 

WM  raised,  at  the  instance  of  the  Presbytery  of  Elgin  and  several  heads 
of  families  resident  in  that  place,  that  tiie  Academy  was  a  public  school, 
and,  as  such,  fell  within  the  jurisdiction  and  superintendence  of  the 
Presbytery ;  and  farther,  that  the  Masters  were  bound  to  appear  before 
the  Presbytery  and  subscribe  the  Confession  of  Faith,  and  to  practise 
and  conform  themselves  to  the  worship  of  the  Established  Church  of 
Scotland,  and  submit  themselves  to  its  government  and  discipline.  The 
Magistrates  defended  the  action ;  and  after  a  great  deal  of  litigation,  and 
an  expense  of  nearly  £3000,  judgment  was  pronounced  on  16th  Janoaiy,  • 
1S61,  to  the  effect—"  That  the  Grammar  and  English  Schools  formed  a 
Public  Burgh  School;  and  that  the  Masters  were  subject  to  the 
jurisdiction,  superintendence,  and  controul  of  the  Presbyteiy.''  In 
consequence  of  this  dedsion,  the  Burgh  and  Parochial  Schools  Act  of 
1S61  was  passed,  which  relieved  Bnigh  Schools  from  the  tnperintendflioe 
of  the  Presbyteries. 
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the  office  of  Head-Master  in  the  Mechanics'  Institute, 
Liverpool,  which  he  held  only  aboat  three  years.  On  17th 
April,  1645,  he  was  chosen  to  be  Hector  of  the  Ayr 
Academy,  and  filled  that  important  position  till  his  death. 
Dr.  Hmiter,  who  had  not  at  any  time  a  robust  constitution, 
was  troubled  for  several  years  prior  to  his  death  with  a  veiy 
weak  chest,  and  his  death  may  be  said  to  have  been  caused 
by  rapid  consumption.  He  continued  to  devote  his  attention 
to  the  classes  in  the  Academy,  notwithstanding  the  delicate 
state  of  his  health,  down  to  within  a  few  days  of  his  death. 
As  in  Paisley,  so  it  was  in  Ayr, — he  was  beloved  by  the 
scholars  who  were  under  him,  was  held  In  the  highest 
estimation  by  every  one  who  had  the  pleasure  of  his 
acqaamtance,  and  was  regarded  as  a  most  experienced 
and  sound  teacher.  His  efforts  were  not  confined  to  the 
conducting  of  the  duties  of  that  Academy,  but  extended 
to  assist  in  carrying  on  every  measure  in  that  town  that 
could  forward  and  encourage  education  among  all  classes  of 
society.  The  funeral  was  a  public  one,  and  the  scholars 
attending  the  Academy  took  part  in  the  procession  to  the 
railway  station,  whence  the  remains  were  to  be  taken  to 
Glasgow  for  interment.  A  great  many  gentlemen  also 
attended  to  pay  their  last  tribute  of  respect  and  grief  for  one 
whom  they  so  much  esteemed.  At  his  death,  the  feelings 
of  the  inhabitants  were  well  and  fully  expressed  in  the 
public  press ;  and  we  give  the  following  quotation  from  the 
Ayr  Observer  as  a  tribute  to  his  memory.  It  was  written 
by  the  editor,  the  Eev.  William  Buchanan,  who  was  a  pupil 
of  Dr.  Hunter's  when  in  Paisley  Grammar  School. 

"  Education  has  lost  one  of  its  most  able  and  aooompliBhed  Mends 
in  the  death  of  Dr.  Hunter.  It  is  no  flattery  to  his  memory  to  *8ay 
10.  Thousands  in  the  United  Kingdom,  with  whom  he  was  ever 
ready  to  co-operate  in  any  project  likely  to  farther  the  one  object  of 
his  life,  will  bear  out  the  simple  truth  of  the  statement ;  a  statement 
not  the  less  simple  or  true  that  it  is  traced  by  the  hand  of  fond  and 
affectionate  remembrance.  The  deceased  gentleman  was  a  native  of 
East  Kilbride.  He  was  bom  on  the  farm  of  Low  Calderwood  in  that 
pariah.    The  property  belonged  to  his  paternal  relatives,  and  we 
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nndentand  that  the  roof  under  which  the  great  anatomists,  John 
and  William  Hunter,  first  saw  the  light,  also  saw  oommenoed  the 
career  of  one  not  indeed  as  famous  or  fortunate  as  such  illustrious 
relatives,  but  whose  life,  like  theirs,  was  one  uninterrupted  effort  to 
benefit  his  fellow-men.    Originally  Dr.  Hunter's  views  were  towards 
the  church,  but  at  an  early  period  he  found  more  congenial  scope 
for  his  talents  in  the  Andersonian  University,  then  also  at  one  of 
the  palmiest  times  of  its  history.    To  the  bias  thus  early  given  to 
his  mind,  in  favour  of  speculative  studies,  much  of  the  value  be- 
longing to  Dr.  Hunter's  scholastic  work  afterwards  is  to  be  traced,  and 
very  many  also  of  those  mental  peculiarities,  which  the  superficial 
constantly  misinterpreted,  for  the  best  of  all  reasons  that  they  never 
understood  them,  and  could  not  judge.    It  was  fortunate  for  Dr. 
Hunter  that  his  professional  work  began  as  it  did  ;  otherwise  we 
might  to  this  day  have  been  jogging  along  in  the  gerund-grinding 
line,  and  never  heard  or  thought  of  Greek  or  Latin,  except  as  a 
kind  of  refined  torture  demoniacally  invented  by  the  Crenius  of  all 
Evil  to  darken  and  distress  the  hours  of  young  existence.  Accustomed 
to  a  larger  and  more  liberal  scale  of  thought.  Dr.  Hunter  effectually 
put  an  end  to  the  mere  pedagogy  in  our  common  seminaries,  and 
boldly  taught  that  Greek  and  Latin  meant  "  Humanity",   a  truth 
which  had  been  in  many  quarters  altogether  forgotten.    He  brought 
the  resources  of  a  mind  more  than  usually  stored  with  general 
knowledge  to  his  profession ;  and  he  brought  a  method  into  the 
practice  of  that  profession  in  all  its  departments,  whose  beneficial 
consequences  we  cannot  prize  too  much.     The  old  notion  of  a 
teacher,  so  graphically  put  in  the  vulgar  term  dominie  (to  our  mind 
the  concentration  of  all  possible  contempt),  disappeared  wherever 
the  Doctor  showed  himself.    Not  that  he  made  any  forcible  demon- 
stration on  the  matter,  but  simply  that  the  thing  disappeared  of 
itself,  as  naturally  and  as  effectually  as  darkness  disappears  before 
light.     To  be  sure,  there  were  some  sceptics  to  cavil  and  indurated 
worshippers  of  rote  to  thwart,  and  for  long,  things  looked  doubtfuL 
"^      'e  did  not  understand  a  man  who  told  them  that  there  were 
r  principles  to  appeal  to  in  the  young  than  a  mere  dread  of 
flogged,  and  that  it  was  not  impossible  to  make  boys  even  be 
7e  with  books,  provided  books  were  not  always  associated  in 
minds  with  whatever  was  repulsive  in  a  perpetual  round  of 
sttiest  petty  tyranny.     Very  many  pulled  long  faces  when  told 
familiar  and  conversational  with  his  pupils  this  new  teacher 
It  was  so  different  when  th^iy  were  young :   their  teachers 
made  companions  of  them  ;    and  then,  the  idea  of  having 
mar  School  Libraries  and  Museums,  and  even  Workahopa, 
ver  heard  of  it !    What  had  all  that  to  do  with  pmna  and 
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tuptof    We  once  saw  one  of  the  Old  School  educationists  amazed 
and  Tery  angry  at  a  cousin's  son  who  had  actually  made  a  model  of 
a  battering-ram  after  the  manner  of  the  ancients,  instead  of  resting 
contented  with  the  stereotyped  description  in  Adam's  Antiquities  ! 
The  same  objections,  diversified  according  to  circumstances^  were 
rife  at  first,  perhaps  not  perfectly  silenced  yet.    But  he  who  looks 
back  to  the  scholastic  discipline  of  our  common  seminaries  of  forty 
years  ago,  and  contrasts  it  with  the  very  different  views  promulgated 
then  and  persevered  in  since  by  him  who  is  no  more,  will,  we  feel 
certain,  confirm  our  estimate  of  the  great  improvements  effected  in 
the  art  of  teaching  in  the  West  of  Scotland  through  one  whose  own 
mind  was  too  ingenuous  to  refuse  instruction,  and  too  brave  not  to 
impart  it.    Than  in  Dr.  Hunter,  the  true  character  and  function  of 
a  teacher  could  scarcely  have  been  better  expressed.     He  was  in  his 
whole  deportment  a  gentleman ;  and  not  the  most  thoughtless  of 
those  he  taught  can  fail  to  recall  numberless  occasions  on  which 
even  the  coarser  nature  insensibly  yielded  before  the  influence  of 
his  refined,  yet  well-balanced  character.    He  effectually  put  to  flight 
those  unworthy  and  degrading  ideas,  which  the  country  that  owes 
most  to  its  schools  has  in  a  manner  immortalised,  when  it  talks  in 
slsng  of   its  schoolmasters.     There  was  nothing  of   the    vulgar 
dominie    in    Dr.    Hunter ;    neither    dogmatism,    arrogance,    or 
obsequiousness,— qualities  which,  although  apparently  contrarious, 
are  often  found  united.    Firm  and  tenacious  in  all  he  said  and  did, 
he  despised  unmanly  arts,  and  was  content  to  trust  to  the  Future 
for  a  solid  success,  rather  than  intrigue  for  to-day's  short-lived 
consequence.     In  this  way,  there  was  symmetry  and  consistency 
given  to  his  whole  career,  which  those  who  knew  him  less  might 
overlook,    imagining  that  nobody  can  be   in  earnest   unless  he 
vociferates.    Dr.  Hunter  never  vociferated.    But  his  aim  was  single 
and  earnest ;  and  to  make  the  profession  of  the  Teacher  one  of 
honourable   usefulness,  by  making  it   one  of   conscientious  and 
discriminating  intelligence,  affords   the    key  to  his   patient  and 
persevering  life.    After  a  short  continuance  in  the  Andersonian 
University,  Dr.   Hunter  was  chosen  to  the  Grammar  School  of 
Paisley.    There  Dr.  Hunter  had  a  field  for  developing  those  views 
on  Education  which  have  since  become  so  general.     He  sought  to 
"cfo^to  oiU"  the  young  mind  into  spontaneous  exertion,  not  to 
cramp  it  under  a  forced  system  of  repression.     To  interest  the 
pupil  in  his  work  was  the  chief  point,  after  which  progress  was 
certain.     But  the  point  of  interest  for  each  individual  mind  is 
different,  and  how  can  the  necessarily  general  system  of  a  public 
school  overtake  so  many  different  points?    Obviously,  no  system 
will  be  perfect,  for  boys  will  be  boys  to  the  end  of  the  chapter. 
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Bnt  does  it  follow,  therefore,  that  the  more  repolsiTe  learning  is 
made  the  better,  the  more  meaningleww  the  mleB  to  be  orammed  the 
better  ?    No ;  and  aa  little  the  more  hours  of  confinement  in  a 
schoolroom  and  the  greater  the  apparent  fag !    Dr.  Hunter  wm 
opposed  to  such  notions,  and  gave  pretty  decided  proof  of  how 
cheap  he  held  them.    Whether  he  made  all  his  pupils  parsons  is 
not  the  question.     Nearer  the  question  would  it  be  to  consider 
whether  he  kept  any  of  them  from  being  ignoramuses,  by  giving 
them  a  heart-hatred  of  everything  like  a  book  all  the  subsequent 
years  of  their  mortal  life !    The  life  at  school  under  Dr.  Hunter  was 
a  pleasant,  wholesome,  hearty  sort  of  life, — a  real  preparation  for 
the  larger  life  of  after  years,  and  not  a  forced,  unnatural  antagonism 
to  it,  which  boys  were  but  too  happy  to  get  quit  of.    Well  were  it 
for  the  cause  of  letters  that  the  idea  did  not  even  stiU  prevail  so 
generally  that  the  prime  duty  of  a  teacher  is  to  render  himself 
disagreeable,   and  that  a  sure  proof  of  his  efficiency  is  having 
accomplished  that  fact.     Formerly  a  medical  man  was  thought 
nothing  of  unless  he  could  be  rude  to  his  patients,  and  make  them 
swallow  a  little  abuse  with  their  medicine.    In  the  same  way,  there 
is  or  was  a  traditional  notion  that  a  teacher  of  youth,  to  be  good  for 
anything,  should  get  occasionally  out  of  his  senses  with  rage,  and 
belabour  right  and  left.    This  is  gradually  disappearing,  and  we 
hope  the  time  is  not  distant  when  he  will  be  considered  the  beet 
instructor  who  induces  in  his  pupils  the  feeling  that  the  acquisition 
of  knowledge  is  a  pleasure  ;  better,  certainly,  than  he  who  impels 
them  to  resent  it  as  a  task,  or  doggedly  submit  to  it  as  a  duty.    The 
character  of  Paisley  Grammar  School  for  scholarship,  high  as  it  had 
stood  under  Dr.  Hunter's  predecessor,  was  surpassed  by  no  other 
similar  institution  in  the  country ;  and  the  late  Sir  Daniel  Sandford, 
who,  with  his  colleague  Professor  Ramsay,  used  to  examine  the 
pupils  annually,  never  failed,  both  publicly  and  privately,  to  express 
his  high  admiration  of  the  mode  of  tuition  pursued  there.    Perhaps 
a  criterion  not  less  satisfactory  will  be  found  in  the  fact  that  in 
those  years  more  Paisley  youths  betook  themselves  to  leaned 
professions  than  any  other  town  of  equal  population  could  ooimi 
It  was  in  acknowledgment  of  his  great  services  to  Education  that 
the  University  of  Glasgow,  shortly  before  his  removal  to  Liverpool, 
conferred  on  him  the  degree  of  LL.D., — an  honour  not  the  less 
acceptable  from  that  learned  body  that  it  had  been  anticipated  by 
grateful  pupils  and  Mends,  who  took  the  usual  way  of  showing 
their  sense  of  the  unwearied  and  well-directed  industry  expoided 
for  their  good,  for  Dr.  Hunter  was  not  one  who  confined  lus  efforti 
exclusively  to  his  own  class-room  or  to  those  who  most  usoally 
frequent  a  public  school.     Many  were  the  young  men  engaged  in 


Digitized  by 


Google 


PAISLRT  ORIMMAR  SCHOOL.  237 

bannen,  eyen  working  at  xneohanical  crafts,  whom  he  enoonraged 
in  every  way  to  mental  culture ;  and  no  time  ¥ras  deemed  by  him 
inoonyenient  which  could  be  spent  in  the  society  of  such.  To  him 
not  a  few  will  look  back  as  the  first  who  admitted  them  to  the 
participation  of  intellectual  pleasures  which  neither  hurt  in  the 
enjoyment  nor  perish  in  the  using.  He  had,  to  our  certain  know- 
ledge, literally  a  Working  Men's  College  in  operation,  long  before 
Manchester  set  the  example.  If  any  wished  his  advice  and  aid,  the 
teacher  was  neither  fax  to  seek  nor  difficult  of  access,  nor  exorbitant 
in  fees.  The  unbought  respect  he  received,  in  consequence,  was  to 
him  a  source  of  happiness  only  surpassed  by  the  keener  happiness 
if  some  one  of  the  dass — as  many  did—rose  to  respectability  and 
eminence  in  after  life  in  those  pursuits  for  which  they  owed  an 
eariy  predOection  to  the  kind  of  encouragement  and  unaffected 
interest  shown  by  one  who  might  easily  enough  have  escaped  the 
self-imposed  labour.  After  a  sojourn  of  about  nine  years  in  Paisley, 
a  vacancy  was  offered  him  by  the  directors  of  the  Liverpool 
Mechanics'  Institute,  where  he  laboured  for  several  years  in  the 
dissemination  and  practical  illustration  of  his  wise  and  important 
views  of  education.  He  was  much  esteemed  in  that  large  com- 
munity, and  his  departure  from  it,  on  coming  to  take  charge  of  our 
Academy,  was  the  subject  of  regret  to  many.  It  was  felt  a  pity 
that  a  Mind  so  incapable  of  exhaustion,  and  a  Will,  scarcely  ever 
tired  of  doing  good,  should  have  so  fragile  a  physique  at  command. 
How  faithfully  he  laboured  in  Ayr  all  know.  That  he  laboured 
sometimeB  unthankfully  a  few  will  know, — it  is  to  be  hoped  have 
some  compunction  in  remembering.  A  more  selfless,  tolerant,  and 
helpful  man  one  can  scarcely  expect  to  meet  in  a  lifetime.  These 
qualities  truly  adorned  the  subject  of  this  notice,  if  ever  they  dwelt 
in  man ;  indeed,  they  resided  in  him  to  a  degree  which  so  rarely 
occurs  that  one  must  stop  far  short  of  truth  if  he  would  not  be 
accused  of  a  panegyric. 

The  more  private  events  in  Dr.  Hunter's  life,  it  were  needless  to 
enlarge  upon.  His  gentle  and  tender  nature  was  severely  tried,  in 
having  to  lay  in  the  dust  the  heads,  we  believe,  of  all  lus  children. 
To  the  widow  who  survives  him — Br.  Hunter  was  twice  married — 
we  cannot  dose  this  very  imperfect  notice  without  tendering  our 
most  respectful  sympathy.  She  is  the  daughter  of  one  whose  name 
was  also  identified  with  that  profession  which  her  husband  did  so 
mudi  to  devate.  It  must  be  a  gratifying  reflection  to  her  to  recall 
the  singularly  useful  careers  of  both ;  to  remember  that  the  very 
purpose  and  passion  of  their  own  lives  was  to  lend  what  dignity  and 
beauty  they  could  to  the  lives  of  others  in  the  present  brief  but  mo- 
mentous period  of  our  being, — a  period  which,  without  its  comple- 
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ment  and  consammation  in  the  sublimer  hereafter,  would  present  an 
insoluble  enigma  to  us  all,  at  once  vain  and  vexatious.  Dr.  Hunter 
was  for  many  years  an  elder  of  the  Church  of  Scotland,  to  which, 
through  life,  he  was  warmly,  but  not  offensirely  attached.  In  poli- 
tics he  never  was  a  violent  partisan,  but  his  opinions  generally  led 
him  to  sympathise  with  what  is  known  as  the  Liberal  Section— « 
preference,  which  the  importance  they  early  gave  to  the  principles  of 
political  economy,  sufficiently  explains,  for  that  was  a  study  which &t 
every  period  of  his  life  had  peculiar  charms  for  the  deceased.  He 
affirmed  long  before  the  belief  was  fashionable,  that  a  due  dissemin- 
ation of  the  truths  of  that  Science  was  the  surest  corrective  of  most 
of  the  evils  at  which  nations  murmur  without  understanding  them, 
and  with  which  Grovemments  have  unsuccessfuUy,  because  unintel- 
ligently,  contended." 

On  the  31st  October,  1862,  Dr.  Branton  was  most 
deservedly  entertained  at  a  dinner  by  his  old  scholars  and 
other  friends,  and  was  presented  with  a  handsome  sum  of 
money.  The  proceedings  on  that  interesting  occasion  were 
reported  at  length  in  the  public  press  at  the  time ;  and  we 
now  reproduce  that  report,  as  it  testifies  so  fully  the  high 
estimation  in  which  Dr,  Brunton  was  held.  The  dinner 
was  attended  by  a  large  company  of  his  friends,  and  was 
held  in  the  Abercom  Rooms,  Bank  Street. 

Provost  Pollock  presided,  and  the  croupiers  were  Stewart  Clark, 
Esq.,  and 'George  H.  Brown,  Esq.  At  the  chairman's  table  were 
seated  Dr  Brunton  ;  the  Bev.  Mr.  Bryson  of  the  Middle  Church ; 
Archibald  Hutchison,  Esq.  of  Fairhill ;  John  Poison,  Esq.  Thrush- 
craig ;  James  Reid,  Esq. ;  and  John  Dunn,  Esq. ;  and  supporting  the 
croupiers,  and  in  other  parts  of  the  room,  we  observed  Peter  Coata, 
Esq.  of  Woodside  ;  James  Arthur,  Esq.  of  Barshaw  ;  Thomas  Coats, 
Esq.,  Ferguslie  ;  John  M^Innes,  Esq.;  Lieut.  Mackean,  RR.V.; 
Hugh  Macfarlane,  Jun.,  Esq.;  J.  J.  Lamb,  Esq.;  Thomas  Walker, 
Esq.;  A.  R.  Pollock,  Esq.;  William  Craw,  Esq.;  Dr  M'Kinlay; 
Dr.  Donald;  Dr.  Graham;  R.  L.  Henderson,  Esq.;  Thomss 
M'Robert,  Esq.;  J.  M.  Symington,  Esq.;  R.  S.  Symington,  Esq.; 
William  Muir,  Esq.;  William  Gibson,  Esq.;  John  Jack,  Esq.;  John 
Crawford,  Esq.;  Thomas  Hutchison,  Esq.;  James  H.  Dunn,  Esq.; 
and  quite  a  host  of  young  gentlemen  too  numerous  to  name. 

The  usual  preliminary  toasts  were  proposed  by  the  Chairman,  and 
were  received  by  the  company  with  all  due  honour. 

The  Rev.  Mr  Bryson,  in  proposing  the  toast  of  the  evening,  said : 
Mr  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, — ^Aristotle  has  somewhere  said  that 
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*'  he  who  hath  many  frienda  hath  none  ;"  and,  donbtless,  in  general 
the  sagadona  Stagirite  was  right  in  th'is  as  in  most  other  cases  where 
he  had  data  npon  which  to  exerdse  that  acute  mind  which  Plato 
characterised  as  *'  the  intellect  of  his  school."  To  make  a  man  a 
friend,  requires  that  we  know  him,  not  only  under  that  guise  in  which 
he  appears  to  the  world,  but  as  he  appears — as  he  is  to  himself — not 
that  other  self  that  mingles  in  society,  and  talks,  and  smiles,  and 
entertains,  but  that  inner  self  which  is  the  seat  of  broad-browed 
thought,  of  deep-hearted  love,  of  eren-handed  integrity,  and  dear- 
eyed  sagadty.  We  make  not  him  our  friend  even  of  whom  our  only 
knowledge  consists  in  the  blamelessness  of  his  life  and  the  genial 
kindness  of  his  temper.  Such  a  friendship  may  oftentimes  prove  but 
the  fascination  of  the  hour,  or  the  requisite  of  our  own  convenience. 
Beneath  the  outer  garb  we  must  be  privileged  to  look,  and  learn  the 
beauty  of  the  features  which  the  mask  but  indicates,  ere  we  can  be 
knit  to  another  in  a  friendship  worthy  of  the  name.  But  in  the 
manifold  relations  of  life  such  a  privilege,  such  an  intimacy  is  and 
must  be  exceptional — such  friendships  are  and  must  be  few, — and 
that  which  usurps  the  name  must  of  necessity  be  considered  as  be- 
longii^  more  to  the  courtesies  of  life  and  the  mutual  interdepend- 
endes  of  social  intercourse.  He  then,  I  should  think  with  Aristotle, 
whose  friends  are  all  of  this  class,  hath  but  few  Mends  indeed  :  there 
being  even  in  our  relationships  an  esoteric  and  exoteric  class — those 
with  whom  the  sodal  intercourse  of  everyday  life  is  maintained,  and 
those  with  whom  our  choice  moments  of  sweet  communion  are  shared. 
There  are,  however,  circumstances  in  the  lives  of  individuals  which 
materially  modify  this  general  law ;  for  whensoever  by  the  disposition 
of  Providence  this  inner  and  family-like  relationship  becomes  ex- 
tended so  as  to  embrace  a  large  drde  of  the  outer  world,  then  also 
does  this  more  intimate  friendship  become  in  like  manner  extended. 
When  by  heroic  daring,  or  noble  endurance,  or  a  long  life  of  public 
well-doing,  a  great  and  good  man  hath  shown  himself  as  that  ideal  * 
which  in  our  hearts  we  may  have  worshipped  and  in  our  lives  striven 
to  exemplify,  when  his  life  bath  pronounced  with  deep-toned  melody 
some  moral  truth  profound,  which  our  lisping  and  stammering 
tongues  have  in  vain  tried  to  utter,  it  is  then,  when  the  great  heart 
of  the  man  is  evidently  seen,  and  the  simplicity  of  his  moral  aim  ac- 
knowledged, that  he  commands  from  all  who  know  him  that  sacred 
esteem,  which  in  other  cases  is  reserved  only  for  the  few.  This  is 
the  reward  which  a  public  man  may  set  before  him  as  the  highest 
object  of  his  ambition,  and  a  reward  which  is  never  ultimately  with- 
held, when  his  aim  in  the  discharge  of  his  duties  is  single  and 
honest,  and  his  endeavour  resolute  and  continuous.  It  was  but  in 
keeping  with  the  loimdness  of  those  other  maxims  which  Rome,  the 
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home  of  polity  and  empire,  learned  from  her  long  lesson  in  Grovem- 
ment,  to  crown  the  high  trophy  of  honours  with  which  she  so 
lavishly  rewarded  her  public  men  with  the  splendidly  simple  ascrip- 
tion **  Pater  PatricB.  "     The  circle  of  his  family  hath,  as  it  were, 
become  conterminous  with  the  State,  and  the  affection  of  the  nation 
identical  with  that  of  the  family.      That  intimate  knowledge  which, 
in  ordinary  circumstances,  belongs  only  to  few,  and  can  only  be 
gained  round  the  family  hearth,  in  his  case  becomes  the  possession 
of  the  many,  and  is  a  household  pride  throughout  the  nation.    Now, 
the  relationship  of  teacher  and  pupil,  if  at  all  appreciated,  presents 
conditions  peculiarly  favourable  to  the  acquisition  of  such  an  inti- 
mate knowledge  of  each  other*s  character,  that,  if  there  be  any  worth 
at  all  in  either,  if  must  be  known,  and,  if  there  be  any  friendship  at 
all,  it  must  be  sincere.     There  are  the  same  conditions  presented  in 
the  nature  of  the  ingenious  youth  for  the  growth  and  developm^it 
of  affection  and  respect,  as  are  presented  to  plants  in  the  viigin  soils 
of  the  luxuriant  prairies.     Whatever  grows,  grows  well :  be  it  a  weed, 
to  rankness ;  be  it  rich  grain,  to  profusion.    All  the  conditions,  I  say, 
are  favourable.     There  is  a  generous  impulse  in  youthful  affection 
that  beats  through  all  our  after-life  ;  a  noble  appreciation  of  all  that 
is  honest,  manly,  and  good,  which  life's  casuistries  have  not  as  yet 
deadened,  and  which  life's  cares  can  never  completely  destroy.    This 
esteem  may  for  a  long  time  be  hidden, — yes,  deeply  hidden  in  onr 
heart,  but  it  requires  only  some  trivial  circumstance  to  bring  it  forth 
to  light.     If  this  flame  burst  forth  in  the  hearts  of  those  who,  after 
long  separation  and  varied  experiences,  and  by  diverse  and  rugged 
paths,  meet  again  to  companion  together  for  a  little  on  life's  high- 
way, surely  the  smouldering  flame  must  start  into  sudden  brilliance 
when  the  youth,  yet  young  and  buoyant,  meets  again  his  old  friend 
and  counsellor — his  guide,  corrector,  and  instructor — ^the  teacher  of 
his  youth.   In  the  breast  of  every  Grammar  School  boy,  this  glowing 
spark  of  friendship  had  been  ever  living,  waiting  only  an  opportunity, 
such  as  this  present,  to  shoot  up  into  dazzling  splendour,  shedding 
a  light  around  the  man  we  honour,  and  the  teacher  whom  we  lo?e. 
A  teacher  !  yes,  it  is  an  honourable  as  well  as  a  responsible  position. 
The  long  line  of  England's  Archbishops  has  been  in  a  great  measure 
selected  from  its  members.     It  is  the  greenest  leaf  in  the  wreath  of 
Arnold's  fame ;  and  Tait  won  in  it  more  honour  even  than  has 
accrued  to  him  from  the  Metropolitan  Mitre.    In  it,  as  in  all  other 
professions,  there  may  be  unworthy  adventurers  ;  but  this  is  not  the 
type  of  our  own  Scottish  teacher.    He  requires,  not  merely  for  the 
efficient  discharge  of  his  duties,  an  accurate  knowledge  of  one  spedsl 
subject ;  science  must  be  known  in  all  its  intricate  co-relations. 
Much  less  are  its  requirements  satisfied  by  the  mere  mechanical 
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ezpertneas  of  the  tramed  yonths  of  our  day.  Oh,  no  !  It  requires 
the  Ivosd-minded  man — ^the  well-balanced  judgment,  the  large  and 
experienced  heart.  The  teaching  of  youth  is  not  mere  instruction  ; 
it  is  education — ^the  drawing  out  of  all  that  is  best,  and  fairest,  and 
purest,  and  noblest,  in  the  youthful  bosom.  It  is  a  power  for  good 
or  for  evil  over  the  nature  of  the  young,  that  can  never  be  wholly 
cast  off.  In  great  measure,  the  principles  then  formed  remain  un- 
questioned. Want  of  opportunity  or  inclination  prevents  the  great 
majority  of  men  from  ever  again  examining  the  general  bases  upon 
which  their  conduct  is  arranged.  Other  voices  may  sound  louder 
and  longer  as  we  journey  on  through  life,  but  the  voice  heard  in  the 
days  of  youth  ever  sounds  deeper  and  more  solemn  ;  other  examples 
we  may  imitate,  but  the  ideal  held  before  us  in  youth  seems  ever  to 
advance  along  with  us  ;  many  lessons  may  be  graven  on  our  hearts 
by  sad  experience,  but  the  maxims  learned  in  youth  are  woven  into 
our  very  being.  Like  the  fond  ivy,  however  wide  its  branches  may 
q»read,  however  manifold  the  roots  which  it  darts  forth,  still  it 
clings  lovingly  and  trustingly  by  those  tendrils,  now  old,  to  the  same 
spot  where  first  it  flourished.  It  is  meet,  therefore,  that  he  who 
discharges  well  those  onerous  duties,  should  be  duly  honoured — 
others  too  often  reap  the  reward,  though  now  and  again,  in  many  a 
bosom,  a  faint  voice  whispers  that  all  the  after  edifice  of  worthy 
position,  or  renown,  is  built  upon  that  sure  foundation  laid  in  the 
youthful  nature  by  an  able  and  zealous  teacher.  This  voice,  I  say, 
whispers  oftentimes  in  many  a  breast ;  but  it  is  only  when  exoep- 
tionsl  worth  commands  it  that  it  pronounces  aloud  the  well-deserved 
{ffsise ;  and  such  worth  has  been  presented  in  the  character  and 
eveer  of  our  guest,  Dr.  Brunton,  and  has  this  evening  commanded 
the  expression  of  our  respect  and  esteem.  Thirteen  years,  with  all 
their  varied  circumstances  and  change,  flit  swiftly  past  me  this 
evening  as  I  stand  beside  Dr.  Brunton.  Well  do  I  remember  my 
first  introduction  to  him,  and  the  timid  shyness  with  whidi,  by 
stolen  glances,  I  sought  to  read  in  his  open  countenance  the  char- 
scter  of  him  who  was  to  have  so  much  of  my  future  happiness  and 
my  life-long  interests  in  his  power.  And  the  estimate  of  the  boy 
wss  reaUsed  and  more ;  for  the  broad  sunshine  which  lit  up  Dr. 
Bnmton's  face  was  the  glow  of  truth  that  centred  in  his  heart 
Teaching  was  not  with  him  the  barren  art  of  a  mdre  instructor,  the 
mechanical  dexterity  of  the  mere  adept,  but  the  Socratic-like  interest 
of  the  earnest  and  good  man.  His  exact  scholarship,  sealed  by  aca- 
demical honour,  guaranteed  the  able  instruction  of  his  pupils ;  but 
this  was  only  a  small  part  of  the  science  of  teaching,  as  I  understand 
it,  and  as  it  was  exemplified  by  Dr.  Brunton.  His  was  the  fatheriy 
esre  that  watched  the  moral  growth  as  well  as  the  intellectual  ad- 
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yancement  of  his  Bcholars,  that  inspired  to  a  certain  self-reliance,  and 
onltiTated  a  certain  ability  and  manliness  in  all  a  boy*s  pnrsoits. 
Many  men,  now  scattered  far  and  wide,  with  countries  and  oceans 
between  them,  in  every  social  rank,  and  with  many  civi  hononis, 
attest  the  ability  that  trained  their  young  intellects,  and  taught 
them  how  to  conquer,  whether  in  the  contest  for  intellectual  renown, 
for  social  position,  or  for  civic  dignity.      And  many  more  unknown 
to  fame,  as  well  as  those  who  have  won  an  earthly  reward,  when 
examining  the  elements  of  that  resolution  which  has  guided  them 
through  life  with  simplicity  of  moral  aim  and  integrity  of  purpose, 
remember,  with  loving  gratitude,  the  discipline  and  example  set 
before  them  in  the  Grammar  SchooL     Tis  these  memories  that  have 
moved  us — his  old  pupils — to  seek  to  do  honour  to  our  old  friend 
and  teacher.    Some  of  us  have  long  ago  (as  time  is  measured  to  the 
young)  gone  out  from  his  training  ;  and  some  of  us,  as  but  yest6^ 
day  said  adieu  to  the  old  school ;  but,  in  the  breasts  of  one  and  all 
of  us  alike,  there  live  the  same  remembrances — ^memories  of  hard- 
working days,  of  fresh  joys— oh,  how  fresh  in  their  fadeless  bloom,  and 
the  beginnings  of  the  young  endeavour  to  lead  a  good  and  honour- 
able life.    And  these  same  qualities  which  endear  Dr.  Branton  to 
his  old  scholars,  have  won  for  him  the  esteem  of  all  with  whom  he 
has  come  into   contact  during  his  long  and  honourable  career. 
Beginning  in  Falkirk  in  1825,  after  a  short  career  of  six  yeazs— 
years  to  which  the  Doctor  looks  back  as  the  poetry  in  the  1(h^ 
narrative  of  his  life— removed  to  Campbeltown,  from  whence  he 
came  to  Paisley,   and  on  28th  February,   1842,   entered   on  his 
duties  in  the  Granmiar  School  here,  where,  as  a  man  of  quiet, 
literary,  and  unobtrusive  habits  ;  judicious,  affable,  and  kind  ;  dis- 
charging his  public  duties  with  energy,  abiUty,  and  zeal,  he  has 
won,  as  I  said,  the  confidence  and  esteem  of  alL      No  wonder,  Mr. 
Chairman,  that  you  wished  to  join  with  us  in  the  present  tribute  of 
respect.  We  do  the  friend  we  love  an  honour,  and  we  reap  a  greater 
honour  in  return.      I  might  speak  long  and  earnestly,  for  my  heart 
is  fulL    It  moistens  the  eye  with  deep  emotion  to  meet  again  Uis 
companions  of  youth — ^the  old  boys  of  our  school  days.     It  moves 
me  much  to  feel  the  weight  of  honour  that  this  evening  has  been 
conferred  upon  me^that,  all  unworthy  as  I  am,  I  should  be  chosen 
to  express  our  esteem  for  Dr.  Brunton.  The  expression  is  unwortiiy, 
but  surely  I  can  say  no  heart  loves  Dr.  Brunton  more,  and  none  can 
remember  him  with  larger  gratitude.      Dr.  Brunton,  if,  as  Cato  in 
Cicero  well  says,  nothing  is  more  grateful  to  age  than  the  attenUon 
and  respect  of  the  young,  then,  surely  nothing  can  be  more  pleasing 
to  a  teacher  than  to  see  his  old  scholars  gathered  around  him,  and 
to  feel  that  his  kindness  had  not  been  forgotten,  nor  his  counsels 
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proYed  onfruitfal,  nor  his  care  lacked  the  reward  of  grateful  remem- 
brance. And  that  yon  may  feel  this — ^that  you  may  know  this  joy, 
is  the  purpose  of  our  meeting  here  this  evening.  Not  frequently 
can  these  feelings  be  pubUdy  expressed,  as  on  the  present  occasion. 
Tour  scholars  year  by  year  are  separated  from  you  and  from  each 
other,  and  the  memory  of  each  in  silence  cherishes  that  gratitude 
which  your  solicitous  care  for  the  welfare  of  your  pupils  so  well  de- 
serves. But  though  unexpressed,  it  has  ever  been  present  and  op- 
erative in  our  hearts ;  and  we  wish  you  to  know  how  deep  the  respect 
is  which  we  entertain  towards  you,  and  how  lively  is  the  gratitude 
that  glows  in  the  breast  of  every  old  Grammar  School  boy.  Other 
gentlemen,  whose  esteem  you  have  won,  have  united  with  us  in  the 
expression  of  our  respect,  and  though  it  be  but  as  lispings  to  the  fuU- 
voioed  affection  of  our  hearts,  allow  me  in  their  name  and  in  testi- 
mony of  this  love  to  present  to  you  this  sum  of  £367.  And  that 
there  may  be  a  memorial  of  this  evening  preserved,  that,  when  our 
voices  are  sUent,  may  tell  to  others  our  affection  and  regard,  allow 
me  further  to  present  you  this  watch,  bearing  the  inscription : — 
"Preeented,  with  the  sum  of  £367,  to  William  Brunton,  LL.D., 
Rector  of  Paisley  Grammar  School,  by  his  old  scholars  and  other 
friends. — 31st  October,  1862.*' — ^And  that  Qod  may  bless  you,  and 
long  preserve  you  to  enjoy  still  higher  honours,  is  my  earnest 
prayer,  to  which  I  am  sure  every  heart  here  responds  with  a  full 
and  fervent  Amen. 
Dr.  Bninton  rose  and  said — 

Gentlemen,  my  present  position  in  the  midst  of  you,  my 
former  pupils  and  friends,  is  too  trying  for  me  to  give  free  vent 
in  words  to  the  feelings  of  my  heart.  I  have  just  been  so 
loaded  with  your  benefits,  so  enriched  with  your  testimonial, 
and  so  honoured  by  your  presence,  that  I  cannot  find  language 
sufficiently  expressive  to  embody  the  full  sentiment  of  gratitude 
with  which. my  soul  is  oppressed.  I  can  only  say  I  thank  you, 
one  and  all,  for  the  valuable  presentation  which  you  have  put 
into  my  hands.  I  take  it  as  an  indication  of — a  testimony  of  the 
highest  earthly  esteem — ^that  my  past  labours  in  the  Grammar 
School  of  Paisley  have  not  been  overlooked,  but  have  been  duly 
appreciated  both  by  pupils  and  friends,  and  by  the  public  at  large. 
I  have  now  been  upwards  of  twenty  years  in  the  charge  of  the  Royal 
Grammar  SchooL  A  few  months  will  complete  my  majority  in  this 
ancient  and  literary  town, — the  birthplace  and  nurse  of  as  famous 
men  as  have  shed  lustre  upon  our  fatherland.  I  was  elected  to  my 
place  here  at  a  time  which  was  the  most  disastrous  in  its  annals, 
when  the  Burgh  became  bankrupt,  and  the  business  of  multitudes 
was  swept  away.     It  required  no  small  courage  on  my  part  to 


Digitized  by 


Google 


244  THE   HISTORY   OF  THE 

take  charge  of  a  school  limited  to  the  teaching  of  those  branches  of 
instruction,    which,    though   they   form   the   groundwork  of  all 
education  reckoned  liberal,  yet  are  embraced  only  by  the  few,  and 
these  of  the  wealthier  class ;  at  a  time,  too,  when  wealth  seemed  to 
have  left  the  Burgh.    I  have,  however,  no  reason  to  regret  my 
coming  to  Paisley.    I  have  been  nobly  supported.     I  have  experi- 
enced great  kindness  at  aU  hands, — the  utmost  consideration  from 
the  Provost,  Magistrates,  and  Council,  the  patrons  of  the  school 
They  have  always  given  me  full  scope  in  carrying  out  all  my  educa- 
tional plans.    They  have  left  me  to  carry  on  the  school  unencom- 
bered  with  advice,  and  unfettered  by  instructions.       MoreoYor, 
they  have  uniformly  granted  me  all  my  requests,  whether  for  the 
comfort  of  my  dwelling-house  or  the  convenience  of  the  school 
By  the  parents  who  have  entrusted  to  me  the  education  of  their 
children,  I  have  been  treated  with  the  utmost  confidence.     They 
left  their  sons  in  my  hands  to  train  and  teach  as  I  saw  fit,  leaving 
me  the  most  perfect  freedom  to  treat  them  as  my  own  ;  and  up  to 
this  hour  not  a  complaint  has  been  made  that  either  I  neglected  the 
duty  or  abused  the  confidence  reposed  in  me.    From  the  pupils 
themselves,  I  have  always  received  the  greatest  kindness.    The  boys 
have  grown  up  into  men,  immersed  in  the  cares  of  the  world  and 
the  intricacies  of  business ;  but  they  have  not  forgotten  the  days  of 
school  life  or  the  teacher.     In  their  boyhood,  they  were  a  set  of 
noble  fellows, — frank,  free,  roystering,  with  not  much  polish  about 
them,  but  possessed  of  kind  hearts,  good  feeling,  good  sense,  and 
far  above  the  ordinary  share  of  ability ;  many  of  them,  most  dis- 
tinguished for  talents  and  scholarship,  will  some  day  shed  lustre  on 
their  native  town.    There  has  not  been  a  booby  in  the  Gnunmac 
School  for  twenty  years.    The  race  has  been  exterminated.    Every 
boy  learns,  and   every  one  makes  progress.     There  is  a  great 
diversity  of  talents ;  but  the  slow  boy  is  entitled  to  the  greater 
praise  if,  by  encouragement,  kindness,  and  attention,  he  be  induced 
to  cultivate  assiduously  the  talents  bestowed  upon  him.      It  is 
interesting   to  notice   how  well   some  of   the  slower  ones  have 
succeeded  in  business.    Perhaps  the  painstaking  attention  neoessaiy 
to  construe  a  sentence  has  followed  them  to  the  oounting-hoase,  or 
the  wareroom,  or  the  manufactory,  and  pointed  the  way  to  suooosa. 
I  believe  every  one  of  them  was  animated  with  great  love  to  their 
teacher.    This  was  usually  visible  on  their  faces,  notwithstanding 
it  might  be  sometimes  necessary  to  reprove,  and  correct  the  wayward- 
ness of  boisterous  youth,  as  well  as  to  instruct  them  in  the  arduous 
paths  of  learning.    They  are  all  noble  fellows, — these  slips  of  the 
Grammar  School, — a  band  of  brothers,  kind,  obliging,  and  attentive. 
It  was  usual  to  have  a  day  at  the  ice  every  year, — a  choice  day,— 
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when  the  ground  was  crisp  with  frost,  when  every  pool  and  pond 
was  hard  and  dear,  strong  and  slippery,  when  the  whole  panorama 
was  lit  np  with  a  glorious  snnshine,  but  short  of  duration.  The 
boys  of  the  Grammar  School  might  be  seen  rushing  down  Ohuroh 
Hilly — ^the  books  exchanged  for  skates, — ^with  cheerful  faces  for  a 
day  at  the  ice— a  full  day  of  amusement  instead  of  study.  It  was 
always  a  day  of  study  to  me, — ^the  sfcudy  of  character.  I  had  my 
pupils  in  a  new  light,  which  displayed  features  of  character  not  to 
be  seen  in  the  schoolroom.  With  what  delight  I  used  to  give  that 
holiday,  and  what  pleasure  it  yielded  to  myself !  I  see  some  of 
these  young  men  here  who  were  foremost  in  this  holiday,  and,  I  am 
sure,  they  can  bear  witness  to  the  cordial  enjoyment  of  every  boy 
in  the  schooL  I  do  not  recollect  of  an  instance  in  which  I  was 
called  to  settle  a  dispute,  so  kind  and  considerate  were  they  to  each 
other.  They  are  now  widely  scattered  over  the  world,  in  all  climes 
and  countries,  in  every  profession  and  occupation  that  can  be  filled 
with  honour  by  aspiring  man.  Some  have  chosen  the  clerical  pro- 
fession, and  are  preaching  the  Gk>spel  to  their  fellow-men.  Some 
are  followers  of  the  healing  art,  and  are  engaged  in  assuaging  the 
"  ills  that  flesh  is  heir  to.*'  Others  have  taken  to  the  law,  and  are 
daily  engaged  in  keeping  the  affairs  of  men  right.  Of  course,  the 
greatest  number  have  become  merchants,  manufacturers,  engineers, 
and  agriculturists,  at  home  and  abroad.  The  latest  appointment  is 
one  peculiarly  gratifying — that  of  Mr.  Murray  to  a  Professorship, 
on  which  his  talents  and  acquirements  will  shed  lustre,  and  where 
he  will  distinguish  himself  in  no  ordinary  degree.  I  could  dwell 
upon  this  subject  at  length,  but  I  must  draw  to  a  close.  I  may  be 
permitted  to  say  in  conclusion  that  the  Granmiar  School  has  been 
my  delight,  and  the  happiest  and  shortest  hours  of  my  life  have 
been  spent  in  it.  Some  talk  of  the  irksome  task  of  teaching  ;  these 
know  little  about  it.  If  the  mind  is  made  up  to  the  profession,  there 
is  none  in  which  a  man  may  be  happier,  in  none  more  usefully 
employed. 

'*  Delightful  task  to  rear  the  tender  thought. 
And  teach  the  young  idea  how  to  shoot." 

I  have  been  cheerful  with  the  pupils,  have  kept  them  in  good  heart, 
have  encouraged  them  in  their  lessons,  have  instilled  into  their 
minds  sound  principles  of  action,  by  leading  them  to  the  truth  as 
the  only  rule  of  faith  and  practice.  I  have  set  them  an  example  of 
earnest,  persevering  working,  by  never  leaving  till  to-morrow  what 
should  be  done  to-day.  I  have  always  had  this  before  me — What 
will  these  boys  think  of  my  teaching  ten  years  hence  ?  what  influence 
will  it  make  upon  their  future  life  ?  I  never  wrought  for  a  testimonial, 
but  I  have  wrought  hard  for  good  learning.     I  have  taught  and 
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learned,  learned  and  taught,  every  day, — ^kept  my  own  scholanhip 
and  teacliing  abreast  with  the  progress  of  education.  I  have  obtained 
the  highest  honours  my  University  had  to  bestow  upon  me.  I  have 
held  all  the  honourable  positions  my  brethren  could  confer.  I  have 
been  President  of  the  Educational  Institute  of  Scotland,  and  Preses 
of  the  Burgh  and  Parish  Schoolmasters ;  and  this  night,  I  have  had 
the  greatest  possible  mark  of  attention  and  kindness  bestowed  upon 
me,  by  you,  as  the  climax  of  the  whole.  I  again  thank  you,  gentle- 
men, for  your  handsome  presentation.  The  watch  will  mark  for  me 
the  revolution  of  each  hour,  and  the  money  will  serve  to  oil  the 
wheels  of  time. 

Dr  Brunton  resumed  his  seat  amidst  loud  cheering. 

The  toasts  which  followed  were  : — "  The  Provost,  Magistrates,  and 
Town  Council,"  by  Mr.  Reid ;  "  The  Sheriffs  of  the  County,"  by 
Mr.  John  Poison  ;  "  The  Clergy,"  by  Mr.  J.  M.  Symington  ;  "  The 
other  Learned  Professions,"  by  Dr.  Brunton;  ''Our  Schoolboy 
Days,"  by  Mr.  Rule  ;  "The  Commercial  Interests  of  Paisley,"  l^ 
Mr.  Thomas  Walker ;  '*  The  Grammar  School,  and  Success  to  its 
Proposed  Extension,"  by  Mr.  J.  H.  Dunn ;  "  The  Illustrious  Na- 
tives of  Paisley,"  by  Mr.  J.  J.  Lamb ;  "  The  Educational  Institu- 
tions of  Paisley,"  by  Mr.  A.  R.  Pollock  ;  **  Grammar  Schoolboys 
Abroad,"  by  Mr.  John  M'Gregor ;  "Mrs.  Brunton  and  her  Fireside,'^ 
by  Mr.  M'Innes ;  "  The  Memory  of  Deceased  Schoolfellows,"  by 
Dr.  M*Kinlay  ;  &c.,  &c. 

The  proceedings  passed  off  in  the  best  possible  manner,  and  were 
highly  creditable  both  to  the  promoters  of  the  demonstration  and 
to  Dr.  Brunton,  the  object  of  that  demonstration. 

The  sdection  of  a  proper  site  for  the  Academy  was  the 
subject  of  much  serious  and  anxious  consideration  and  dis- 
cussion bj  the  Committee,  and  also  by  the  subscribers  them- 
selves^ at  several  meetings  which  were  held  for  that  purpose. 
Besides  the  property  belon^g  to  Mr.  Reid  and  the  two 
properties  to  the  west  of  it,  all  fronting  Oakshaw  Street,  ad- 
joining the  Grammar  School,  already  alluded  to,  they  exam- 
ined the  ground  there  belonging  to  Mr.  Jack,  a  field  in  Love 
Street,  owned  by  the  trustees  of  the  late  Mr.  Lowndes, 
ground  in  High  Street,  belonging  to  Cameron's  heirs,  the 
property  in  High  Street,  nearly  opposite,  belonging  to  the 
trustees  of  the  late  Mr.  Pattison,  ground  at  Camphill,  and 
several  other  places  in  the  town.  The  committee  likewise 
advertised  for  suitable  ground  for  a  site ;  but  it  was  not  till 
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the  9th  Dec.,  1862,  that  a  site  was  finally  fixed  on  at  a 
special  meeting  of  the  subscribers  called  together  by  circular. 
At  that  meeting  the  committee  suggested  that  the  three 
properties  situated  between  the  Grammar  School  and  Oak- 
shaw  Street  should  be  purchased  as  a  site  for  the  Academy, 
which  was  agreed  to  by  a  considerable  majority  in  opposi- 
tion to  a  proposal  to  take  the  groimd  belonging  to  Cameron's 
heirs  in  the  High  Street.  The  price  of  Mr.  Reid's  pro- 
perty was. to  be  £780,  Mr.  Parlane's  £120,  and  the  vacant 
steading  between  them  was  to  be  an  annual  feu-duty  of  £4. 
It  was  also  agreed  that  the  committee  should  obtain  plans  of 
the  new  Academy,  and  submit  them  to  the  Subscribers  at 
another  meeting,  and  likewise  to  communicate  the  whole 
matter  to  the  Town  Council,  and  to  ask  their  co-operation 
in  carrying  out  the  objects  in  view,  as  it  was  intended  ulti- 
mately to  place  the  Academy  under  their  management.  At 
a  meeting  of  Committee  held  in  the  following  month  it  was 
agreed  to  request  the  Town  Council  to  appoint  a  committee 
of  their  members  to  co-operate  with  the  Subscribers'  Com- 
mittee. To  this  communication  the  Council  sent  the  fol- 
lowing reply : — "  Excerpt  from  the  minutes  of  a  meeting  of 
the  Town  Council  of  Paisley,  held  at  Paisley  on  the  4th  of 
February,  1863.  There  was  read  letter  from  Mr.  Eobert 
Brown,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Subscribers  for  im- 
proving the  Orammar  School,  stating  that  as  it  is  the  resolu- 
tion of  the  Subscribers  to  convey  to  the  Council,  as  Trustees 
for  behoof  of  the  community,  the  property  to  be  acquired  for 
such  improvement,  and  Buildings  to  be  erected  thereon,  re- 
questing that  the  Council  would  co-operate  with  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Subscribers  in  carrying  out  and  completing  all 
necessary  arrangements  in  regard  to  the  proposed  Buildings, 
and  otherwise  preparatory  to  the  constitution  of  the  Trust, 
and  in  arranging  and  adjusting  the  terms  and  conditions 
thereof.  The  Council,  on  consideration,  being  satisfied  that 
an  extension  or  enlargement  of  the  Grammar  School,  either 
by  an  addition  thereto  or  by  separate  buildings,  will  prove 
highly  beneficial  to  all  classes  of  the  community,  unani- 
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mously  approve  of  the  proposed  measure,  and  resolve  to  co- 
operate with  the  Committee  of  Subscribers  in  adopting  all 
measures  that  might  be  considered  necessary  for  carrying 
the  same  into  execution." 

It  was  afterwards  agreed  by  the  Committee  that  Mr.  J. 
J.  Lamb,  architect,  should  be  engaged  to  prepare  the  plans 
for  the  new  Academy ;  and  they,  along  with  him,  inspected 
similar  buildings  in  other  places,  and  also  consulted  gentle- 
men qualified  to  judge  of  such  matters.  When  the  plans 
were  ready,  they  were,  prior  to  being  submitted  to  a  meet- 
ing of  the  subscribers,  placed  for  two  days  in  the  Coffee 
Boom  for  the  inspection  of  subscribers  and  others,  and  notice 
was  given  to  that  effect  by  advertisement  in  the  newspapers. 
At  the  meeting  of  the  Subscribers,  held  on  the  26th  March, 
1863,  "  the  plans  were  approved  of,  and  it  was  remitted  to 
the  former  committee  to  receive  estimates  and  to  take  all 
necessary  measures  as  to  them  should  appear  necessary,  for 
the  erection  and  completion  of  the  buildings,  and  a  transfer 
of  the  whole  property  to  the  Town. Council  as  an  Academy 
for  behoof  of  the  community." 

When  the  offers  were  received  from  the  different  trades- 
men for  the  completion  of  the  several  descriptions  of  work  con- 
nected witJi  the  building,  it  was  found  that  the  lowest  estimates 
amounted  to  £2373,  in  addition  to  the  price  of  the  ground, 
&c.,  thereby  requiring  upwards  of  £1200  being  raised  beyond 
the  amount  subscribed.  Under  the  circumstances  they  did 
not  see  their  way  to  accept  the  estimates.  They,  therefore, 
agreed  to  modify  the  plans,  and  instructed  Mr.  Lamb  to 
prepare  new  ones,  to  take  in  offers  again  from  the  different 
tradesmen,  and  submit  the  whole  matter  to  another  general 
meeting  of  subscribers.  The  meeting  was  held  on  the  11th 
June  of  this  year,  when  the  amended  plans  were  approved 
of,  the  committee  authorised  to  accept  the  different  offers, 
and  to  take  all  necessary  measures  for  proceeding  with  the 
work.  Lnmediately  after  this,  the  tradesmen's  offers  were 
accepted,  the  old  buildings  on  the  site  were  sold,  a  Master  of 
Works   appointed,   and  operations  were   commenced  with 
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early  part  of  the  day,  but  this  did  not  prevent  any  of  the 
persons  who  were  to  join  in  the  demonstration  from  coming 
forward;  and  all  classes  in  the  community  took  a  most 
lively  interest  in  the  veiy  imposing  procession  and  ceremoDj. 
As  previously  arranged,  the  Members  of  the  Provincial 
Ghrand  Lodge,  Deputations  from  Sister  Provincial  Grand 
Lodges,  Masters  and  Wardens  of  Lodges,  assembled  in  the 
small  ball-room,  in  the  Abercom  Booms,  at  one  o'clod, 
when  the  Provincial  Lodge  was  opened.  The  Brethren  in 
general  assembled  in  the  large  ball-room  at  the  same  hour. 
The  Town  Council,  Police  Commissioners,  and  Subscribers, 
were  acconunodated  with  rooms  in  the  same  building.  The 
Provincial  Grand  Lodge  being  adjourned  at  two  o'clock,  the 
procession  was  arranged,  according  to  the  rules  of  the  Craft, 
thus: — 

Marshal  on  horseback. 

Band. 

Policemen.       Police  Conmiissioners.        Policemen. 

Do.  Town  Council.  Do. 

Do.      Subscribers  to  Building  Fund.       Do. 

Freemason  Lodges,  according  to  seniority  on  the  Grand 

Lodge  Roll: — 

Junior  Lodge  in  front. 

The  Provincial  Grand  Lodge  of  East  Eenfrewshire. 

Grand  Marshals. 

Provincial  Grand  Tylers — {With  JDravm  Stvords.) 

Provincial  Grand  Director  of  Music.    Grand  Bard.    Grand 

Director  of  Ceremonies. 

Provincial  Grand  Stewards — {With  White  Rods.) 

Level.        {Carried  by  Operatives.)       Plumb. 

Provincial  Grand  Stewards.— (  TTt^A  WhiU  Rods.) 

Compass.  {Carried  by  Operatives.)  Square. 

Provincial  Grand  Stewards. — {With  White  Rods.) 

Mallet.         {Carried  by  an  Operative^ 
Provincial  Grand  Stewards.— ( PFttA  WhiU  Rods) 
Vase  {Wine).    Cornucopia  {Com^    Vase  {Oil) 
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in  whose  hand  our  breath  is,  and  whose  are  all  our  ways. 
Holy  Father,  it  is  our  desire  this  day,  and  on  the  present 
auspicious  occasion,  to  present  ourselves  before  the  footstool 
of  Thy  Throne,  and  to  remember  the  goodness  and  loving- 
kindness  of  our  God.  In  ourselves  we  are  unworthy  to  bow 
before  Thee,  but  we  approach  Thy  sacred  presence  relying 
for  acceptance  on  no  inherent  merit  or  righteousness  that  we 
possess  (for  in  us  there  dwelleth  no  good  thing),  but  con- 
fiding in  the  imputed  righteousness  of  our  Mighty,  our 
Merciful  Saviour,  we  would  make  our  prayer  unto  Thee,  and 
say : — See  God  our  shield,  look  upon  us  in  the  face  of  thine 
Anointed,  and  through  Him,  in  whom  Thou  seest  no  iniquity 
in  Jacob,  and  no  perverseness  in  Israel,  may  we  obtain  Thy 
pardoning  mercy,  along  with  Thy  sanctifying  grace,  so  that 
our  petitions  may  come  up  before  Thee  with  acceptance,  and 
that  the  uplifting  of  our  hands  may  even  be  as  the  evening 
sacrifice.  How  manifold,  O  Lord,  are  Thy  works — in 
wisdom  hast  Thou  made  them  all — ^the  earth  is  full  of  Thy 
riches.  We  thank  Thee  for  Thy  goodness  to  us  in  creation, 
in  providence,  and  in  redemption.  We  adore  Thee,  that  to 
this  distant  isle  of  ocean's  shores  Thou  hast  sent  the  glad 
tidings  of  Salvation — that  the  silver  trumpet  of  the  Otospd 
is  sounded  in  our  midst,  calling  upon  all  men  to  repent,  and 
turn  unto  Thee  in  newness  of  life.  O  dispose  us  to  listen 
to  its  warning  voice  1  We  would  remember,  O  Lord,  our 
national  blessings  and  national  security.  For  our  civil  and 
political  privileges — for  the  distinguished  advantages  we 
enjoy  under  a  mild  and  liberal  Government — ^for  the  whole- 
some laws  by  which  our  nation  is  governed — ^f  or  the  blessings 
of  commerce,  .and  our  most  remarkable  intercourse  with 
distant  nations — ^we  present  before  Thee  the  tribute  of  our 
praise.  In  an  especial  manner  would  we  supplicate  Thee 
in  behalf  of  our  amiable  Sovereign,  our  lawful  ruler,  our 
widowed  Queen,  so  recently  a  sojourner  in  this  our  native 
land.  Thou  hast  encircled  her  brow  with  a  diadem  of  gold, 
bestow  also  upon  her  a  crown  of  glory,  the  lustre  of  which 
shall  never  grow  dim — ^let  her  mind  be  adorned  with  all  tho6e 
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heavenly  graces  and  sterling  virtues,  which  will  render  her 
the  blessing  of  her  people,  and  by  which  she  shall  live  in  the 
heart  and  affections  of  succeeding  generations.  May  the 
throne  ever  be  surrounded  by  the  love,  the  loyalty,  the 
patriotism,  and  the  prayers  of  the  people.  May  all  the 
members  of  the  Eoyal  Family  belong  to  the  Family  of 
Heaven.  May  they  all,  O  God,  be  thine,  in  that  day  when* 
Thou  makest  up  Thy  jewels.  Bless  Her  Majesty's  legal 
advisers,  the  nobles  of  the  land,  the  representatives  of  the  peo- 
ple, the  Magistrates  of  this  populous  town,  and  those  who  sit 
in  Council  with  them.  Guide  them  in  all  their  deliberations — 
giving  unto  them  vrisdom  to  foresee,  courage  to  adopt,  and 
fidelity  to  execute  such  measures  as  shall  be  for  Thy  glory 
and  the  good  of  the  entire  population.  Prosper,  O  God,  the 
cause  of  secular  and  sanctified  education  in  our  midst ;  and 
may  this  institution — ^this  seminary  of  learning — the  founda- 
tion stone  of  which  is  now  to  be  laid,  be  blessed  by  Thee,  so 
that,  for  centuries  to  come,  the  youth  of  this  Town  and 
neighbourhood  may  be  trained  within  its  walls,  and  come 
forth  into  the  active  business  of  life  enriched  with  every 
mental  and  moral  endowment,  gratefully  remembering  the 
wisdom  and  munificence  of  its  generous  founders.  May  no 
accident  occur  to  any  engaged  in  the  work,  so  that  the  very 
cope-stone  may  be  formed,  and  raised,  and  fixed  with  wisdom, 
strength,  and  beauty.  May  our  labours  thus  begun  in  order, 
be  conducted  in  harmony,  and  closed  in  peace.    Amen.*' 

The  bottle  and  its  contents  were  then  deposited  in  the 
cavity  prepared  for  it,  the  foundation  stone  was  lowered,  and, 
having  been  duly  levelled,  squared,  and  plumbed,  and  the 
work  reported  to  be  properly  done,  the  Provincial  Grand 
Master  gave  it  his  mystic  imprimatur,  and  finished  the  cere- 
mony. 

Loud  cheers  greeted  the  announcement,  the  band  playing 
an  appropriate  air. 

The  following  is  the  list  of  articles  deposited  in  the  f oundar 
taon  stone : — 
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Inscription  plates. 

Current  coins  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland. 

List  of  Town  Council. 

List  of  Commissioners  of  Police. 

List  of  Justices  of  the  Peace. 

List  of  Subscribers  to  the  Building,  with  the  amount  of  the 
subscriptions. 

List  of  Building  Committee. 

Circular  signed  by  Robert  Brown,  Esq.,  Provost,  dated  5th 
October,  1859,  calling  attention  to  the  necessity  that 
exists  for  remodelling  the  Town  Schools. 

List  of  Scholars  in  present  Grammar  School. 

List  of  Scholars  in  Present  English  School. 

List  of  Contractors  for  the  Building. 

Paisley  Herald,  Renfrewshire  Independent,  Glasgow  Herald, 
Mail,  and  Journal. 

Mr.  Watson's  Paisley  Directory. 

Almanack — ^Mr.  Graham's — 1864. 
Do.      —Mr.  Carswell's— 1864. 

Parliamentary  Register  of  Voters  for  the  Burgh  of  Paisley, 
1863-1864. 

Translation  of  the  original  Charter  by  King  James  VL 
in  favour  of  the  Grammar  School,  dated  3d  January, 
1576. 

Memorandum  by  Dr.  Brunton  on  the  History  of  the  Gram- 
mar School. 

Provost  Campbell  then  spoke  as  follows: — "Right  worship- 
ful Masters,  Wardens,  and  Brethren,  and  ex-Provost  Brown 
and  Gentlemen — ^I  feel  much  obliged  for  your  attendance 
to  take  part  in,  and  witness  the  very  interesting  and  impor- 
tant ceremonial  in  which  we  have  been  engaged,  and  I  have 
to  express  my  grateful  thanks  for  having  had  conferred 
upon  me  the  distinguished  honour  of  being  the  chief  instru- 
ment of  the  day's  proceedings.  Permit  me  to  congratulate 
this  large  and  important  burgh  upon  a  number  of  its  leading 
inhabitants  having  contributed  so  handsomely  towards  the 
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erection  of  this  substantial  addition  to  our  ancient  and  de- 
servedly much-revered  Grammar  School.  To  these  gentle- 
men, this  community  owe  a  debt  of  gratitude.  I  believe  you 
all  participate  in  this  feeling,  and  that  you  rejoice  that  my 
esteemed  friend,  the  convener  of  the  subscribers,  ex-Provost 
Brown,  to  whose  able  and  indefatigable  exertions  the  present 
advanced  and  happy  stage  of  the  undertaking  is  mainly  attri- 
butable, is  with  us,  in  restored  health,  to  address  us,  and  to 
see  the  enthusiasm  of  his  townsmen  in  favour  of  his  much 
cherished  project.  I  anticipate  that  this  edifice  will  be  pro- 
ductive of  inestimable  benefits  to  this  town.  It  will  restore 
the  unity  of  the  Grammar  School.  Here  our  youth  will 
receive  not  only  a  sound  classical,  but  also  an  excellent  com- 
mercial, mathematical,  and  English  education,  sufficient  to 
fit  large  numbers  of  them  for  entering  upon  the  varied  duties 
of  life.  Our  Grammar  School  was  originally  instituted  for 
these  purposes.  Our  ancestors  were  fully  sensible  of  the 
advantages  to  be  derived  by  the  nation  from  the  education 
of  its  people ;  and,  long  prior  to  the  Reformation,  grammar 
schools,  in  which  the  Latin  language  was  taught,  and  ele- 
mentary schools  for  instructing  children  in  reading  the 
vernacular  tongue,  were  established  in  all  the  principal  towns 
in  Scotland.  In  the  tenth  year  of  the  reign  of  King  James 
VL,  and  upon  the  3d  of  January,  1576,  the  charter  by  that 
Monarch  to  the  Magistrates  and  Town  Council  of  Paisley, 
providing  for  the  erection  and  support  of  our  Grammar 
School,  was  granted.  In  1586  the  School  was  built  in 
School  Wynd,  to  which  it  gave  name,  upon  the  site  of  the 
manse  of  the  Chaplain  to  St.  Ninian's  Altar,*  one  of  the 
several  Altars  in  the  Abbey  suppressed  at  the  Reformation, 
and  granted  in  the  Charter  as  part  of  the  foundation  of  the 
school.  In  1756  the  school  was  removed  further  up  the 
Wynd,t  where  the  old  building,  now  occupied  as  a  candle 
work,  may  be  seen.  In  1802  the  existing  Academy  was 
erected  in  Church-hill.     About  1782  our  bailies,  consider- 

*  See  page  36.        t  See  pages  131-2. 
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ing  the  Grammar  School  inadequate  for  the  educational 
wants  of  the  burgh,  erected,  as  distinct  institutions,  two 
additional  schools,  the  Town's  English  School,  and  the 
Town's  Oonmiercial  School.  The  integrity  of  the  Gram- 
mar School  was  thus  broken;  separate  interests  were 
created,  and  the  education  of  the  young  disjoined.  The 
present  undertaking  will  remedy  the  evil,  and  will  enable  our 
Grammar  School,  of  which  from  time  immemorial,  Paisley 
has  been  justly  proud,  on  account  of  the  eminence  of  its 
rectors  and  the  attainments  of  its  pupils,  to  be  handed  down 
to  succeeding  generations  in  increased  efficiency  and  vigour. 
In  Paisley  the  names  of  John  Peddie  and  Dr.  William 
Hunter  are  familiar  as  household  words.  Our  learned  pro- 
fessions, and  mercantile  and  other  businesses,  number  many 
examples  of  their  learning,  aptness,  and  facility  for  impart- 
ing instruction.  They  have  been  followed  by  a  most  worthy 
successor,  the  accomplished,  enthusiastic,  warm-hearted,  and 
universally  respected  Dr.  Brunton,  who  has  assiduously, 
faithfully,  and  most  beneficially  laboured  here  for  upwards  of 
21  years,  and  proved  himself  a  thorough  master  of  the  nice 
and  difficult  art  of  teaching.  I  am  sure  the  worthy  doctor 
is  delighted  with  to-day's  procedure,  and  that  we  are  all 
equally  delighted  to  see  him-  present  in  health  of  body  and 
vigour  of  mind,  and  that  we  fervently  pray  he  may  be  long 
spared  to  preside  over  and  promote  the  best  interests  of  the 
extended  Grammar  School  of  Paisley.  In  conclusion,  I,  as 
Provincial  Grand  Master,  specially  thank  the  lodges  of  the 
provinces  for  the  assistance  they  have  given  us,  and  our 
brethren  from  a  distance  for  joining  us  on  this  auspicious 
occasion ;  and  I  ask  the  whole  assemblage  to  unite  with  me 
in  prayer  that  the  great  Teacher  of  the  universe  may  grant 
this  Grammar  School  all  prosperity." 

Robert  Brown,  Esq.  of  Underwood  Park,  as  Lord  of  the 
Work,  said — "  On  the  present  interesting  occasion  a  veiy 
agreeable  matter  has  been  assigned  to  me,  and  I  assure  you 
that  it  gives  me  the  greatest  pleasure  to  perform  it  This 
duty  has  been  given  to  me  in  consequence  of  being  the 
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Chairman  to  the  Sabscribers  who  are  erecting  this  building, 
and  which,  when  completed,  will  be  an  important  institution 
connected  with  the  education  of  the  youth  of  our  good  town 
and  neighbourhood.     Three  hundred  years  ago  our  own 
Scottish  King,  James  the  Sixth,  first  established  and  endowed 
oar  Oranunar  School,  which  has,  from  time  to  time,  since 
then,  been  rebuilt  and  enlarged  by  our  forefathers,  as  the 
increase  and  the  wants  of  the  population  demanded  such  to 
be  necessary.    ,The  present  erection,  however,  will  aim  at 
meeting  a  want  that  has  long  been  felt  in  this  town — ^that 
is,  an  academy  wherein  will  be  taught  all  the  different 
branches  of  education.    While  it  will  contain  excellent  class- 
rooms to  acconunodate  those  who  may  be  learning  Latin  and 
Greek,  as  in  the  present  Grammar  School,  there  will  also  be 
commodious  class-rooms  for  teaching  every  other  branch  of 
education.    The  disadvantages  which  parents  in  this  Town 
labonred  under  in  educating  their  children,  by  having  to  send 
them  to  schools  situated  in  different  parts  of  the  Town,  will 
be  entirely  removed  under  the  future  improvedarrangements, 
and  the  youth  of  our  Town  will  therefore,  when  this  institu- 
tion b  opened,  be  able  to  obtain  in  it,  their  entire  education 
prior  to  either  going  to  a  University,  or  to  entering  upon 
the  commercial,  or  other  pursuits  in  life,  to  which  they  may 
be  destined.    It  is  expected  that,  when  the  Academy  is  com- 
pleted, it  will  acconunodate  upwards  of  four  hundred  pupils; 
and  large  although  it  is,  yet  I  hope  that  its  success  will,  under 
Grod's  blessing,  be  so  great  that,  before  many  years  elapse, 
and  before  all  of  us  here  present  have  gone  to  our  long  rest, 
a  new  building,  or  at  least  extensive  additions,  wiU  require 
to  be  made  to  it.    I  may  also  take  the  present  opportunity 
of  stating  that  the  expenses  connected  with  the  erection  of 
this  building  will  be  littie  less  than  £3,000,  and  although  the 
sum  subscribed  may  be  £600  short  of  that  amount,  yet  I 
have  no  doubt  but  the  usual  liberality  of  our  townsmen  and 
our  wealthy  neighbours  will,  when  asked,  readily  make  up 
thiB  deficiency.    On  another  occasion  I  may  have  an  oppor- 
tunity of  adverting  more  at  length  to  matters  connected  with 
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this  Institution,  prior  to  its  being  opened.  In  the  meantiine, 
I  beg  to  state,  on  the  behalf  of  the  Subscribers  who  are 
erecting  this  building,  that  our  thanks,  and  that  of  the 
public  are  particularly  due  to  the  members  of  the  Masonic 
Lodges  in  this  Town,  and  to  those  from  a  distance,  who 
have  honoured  us  with  their  presence  and  their  services 
this  day.  The  success  attending  this  da/s  proceedings 
has  been  great,  and  must  be  gratifying  to  every  one 
present.  And  I  have  now  the  greatest  pleasure  in  asking 
this  large  assemblage  to  join  me  in  tendering  a  hearty 
and  cordial  vote  of  thanks  to  the  Grand  Master  and  his 
brethren  of  the  mystic  tye,  for  attending  here  to-day  to  pe^ 
form  those  Masonic  ceremonies  which  we  have  all  witnessed 
with  so  much  awe  and  delight." 

Three  cheers  were  then  given  for  the  Queen,  and  the  same 
compliment  was  paid  to  Provost  Campbell  and  ex-Provost 
Brown. 

The  procession  was  then  re-formed,  and  returned  in  in- 
verted order,  by  School  Wynd,  Cross,  and  Gauze  Street,  to 
the  Abercom  Rooms,  when  the  Provincial  Grand  Lodge  was 
dosed,  and  the  brethren  held  a  social  meeting  in  the  laige 
Assembly  Eoom. 

The  following  were  the  office-bearers  of  the  Grand  Pro- 
vincial Lodge  who  took  part  in  the  ceremony,  and  the 
Lodges  represented : — 

Provincial  Grand  Master— TnOYOST  Campbell. 
P.  G.  Depute — James  Fairley. 

„     Substitute — J.  A.  M'Kean. 

„     Senior  Warden — Stewart  Clark. 

„    Junior  Warden — ^Wm.  M'Kean. 

„     Chaplain — Rev.  John  McLean. 

„  ,  Treasurer — Richard  Watson. 

„    Secretary — William  Murray. 

„    Senior  Deacon — John  Jaap. 

„    Junior  Deacon — H.  Campbell. 

„     Architect — James  J.  Lamb. 
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P.  G.  Jfar«Aa^Duin)AS  S.  Porteous. 
,,    Jeweller — John  Carswell. 
„    BibU^earer — ^William  Muib. 
„    Director  of  Ceremonies — Robert  Conglbton. 
„    Director  of  Music — ^Louis  HoECK, 
„    Ttflers — ^Messrs.  Millar  and  Pollock. 

LODGES  REPRESENTED. 

No.  419— Neptune,  Glasgow.    No.  413— Athole,  Glas- 
gow.    No.  408— Clyde,   Glasgow.      No.  335 — Argyle, 
Dunoon.     No.  333 — St.  George,  Glasgow.      No.  314 — 
Eoyal  Arch,  West  Kilbride.     No.  275 — Shamrock  and 
Thistle,  Glasgow.    No.  219— Star,  Glasgow.    No.  198— 
Boyal  Arch,  Maybole.    No.  175 — St.  John,  Greenock.    No. 
160— Roman  Eagle,  Edinburgh.    No.  156— St.  Barchan's, 
Kilbarchan.     No.  153 — ^Royal  Arch,  Pollokshaws.     No. 
149— St.  Andrew,  Irvine.    No.  102— St.  Mark's,  Glasgow. 
No.  27 — St.  Mungo,  Glasgow.    No.  8 — Journeyman,  Edin- 
burgh.   No.  3^ — St.  John,  Glasgow.    No.  370 — Renfrew 
County  Kilwinning,  Paisley.    No.  129 — St.  Mirrin,  Paisley. 
Ptx)yincial  Grand  Lodge  for  East  Province  of  Renfrewshire. 
By  the  month  of  May,  in  the  following  year,  1864,  the 
new  buildings  were  far  advanced  towards  completion,  and 
as  the  new  session  commenced  in  September,  the  time  had 
come  to  make  arnlngements  for  the  teachers  and  assistants 
to  the  different  departments  then  to  be  opened.    This  sub- 
ject was  brought  under  the  notice  of  the  Town  Council,  and 
on  the  recommendation  of  the  Educational  Conmiittee,  they 
were  **  of  opinion  that  it  would  tend  to  the  prosperity  of  the 
School   were  the  subscribers  to  the  building  taking  an 
interest  in  its  management ;  agreed  to  request  the  subscribers 
to  appoint  a  committee  of  their  number  to  co-operate  with 
the   Educational  Committee  in  the  management  of  the 
School ;  and  instructed  the  Clerk  to  intimate  this  to  Mr. 
Brown,  convener  of  Subscribers'  Committee,  and  request 
him  to  call  an  early  meeting  of  their  number  for  the  above 
purpose,  and  to  report."    The  Council  then  remitted  "  the 
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whole  matter  to  the  Educational  Committee,  with  power  to 
meet  with  the  Committee  of  SnbscriberBy  when  appointed, 
for  the  purpose  of  considering  what  number  of  Masters 
ought  to  be  appointed  for  the  different  classes,  what  roles 
should  be  laid  down  for  the  management  of  the  School,  and, 
generally,  all  matters  in  relation  thereto.** 

In  accordance  with  this  recommendation,  the  Subscribers 
held  a  meeting  in  the  Council  Chambers,  on  the  20th  of  that 
month,  and  unanimously  agreed  to  comply  with  the  request 
of  the  Council,  and  appointed  six  of  tiieir  number  to  act 
along  with  the  Educational  Committee  of  the  Council  in  the 
future  management  of  the  Academy.  The  gentlemen  ap- 
pointed to  be  members  of  that  joini-conunittee,  on  behalf  of 
the  Subscribers,  were  Messrs.  Bobert  Brown,  Thomas  Coats, 
Stewart  Clark,  P.  Comyn  Macgregor,  William  Phillips,  and 
Dr.  M*Kechnie.  At  the  first  meeting  of  the  Joint-Com- 
mittee, or  rather  the  Board  of  Directors,  as  they  were  now 
called,  they  agreed  that  the  new  educational  institution 
should  be  called  ''The  Paisley  Grammar  School  and 
Academy.**  Many  meetings  were  held  regarding  the  future 
management  of  the  Institution;  but  ultimately  it  was 
arranged  that  there  should  be,  for  the  English  department, 
Mr.  James  Beid,  who  had  so  long  acted  as  Teacher  in  the 
English  School,  with  an  able  Assistant,  and  also  a  Female 
Assistant  to  conduct  the  initiatory  classes.  With  the  con- 
currence of  the  Directors,  Mr.  Beid  appointed  Mr.  Steven, 
one  of  the  under-masters  in  the  Greenock  Academy,  to  be 
his  Assistant,  and  Miss  Eliza  Thomson,  Abbey  Street, 
Paisley,  to  conduct  the  initiatory  classes.  Miss  Thomson 
was  bom  in  Paisley  in  1842,  and  received  the  first  of  her 
education  at  the  Stow  School,  Causeyside,  where  she  after- 
wards was  a  pupil-teacher  for  five  years.  She  also  attended 
the  Government  School  of  Design,  Paisley,  for  instruction 
in  drawing.  In  1860  she  entered  the  Free  Church  Training 
College,  Glasgow,  passed  in  the  first-class  at  the  end  of  the 
first  year,  and  at  the  close  of  the  second  year  gained  a  first- 
class    certificate.       Shortly    after    leaving    the    Traimng 
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College,  she  went  to  the  Parish  School,  Old  Eolpatrick,  as 
Female  Teacher,  and  remained  there  for  about  a  year.  Her 
next  appointment  was  to  the  Gnunmar  School  and 
Academy,  as  already  stated.  As  regards  emoluments^ 
Mr.  Beid  agreed  to  give  six-twelfths  of  the  school- 
fees  to  Mr.  Steven,  two-twelfths  to  Miss  Thomson, — 
retaining  four-twelfths  to  himself;  which  the  Directors 
considered  a  very  satisfactory  arrangement  in  every  respect. 
For  the  Commercial  department  the  Directors  resolved  to 
advertise  for  a  first-class  master;  and  out  of  fifty-two  appli- 
cants, they  selected  Mr.  David  Glass,  M.A.,  of  Liverpool ; 
and  his  appointment  was  subject  to  the  right  of  the  Directors 
at  any  time,  to  insist  upon  an  assistant  being  chosen  by  him. 
Mr.  Glass  had  veiy  high  certificates.  He  was  a  native  of 
Edinbmgh,  and  received  his  early  education  there.  He 
afterwards  entered  Trinity  College,  Dublin,  where  he 
graduated  as  BA.  in  1857,  and  as  MA.  in  1861.  He 
began  his  professional  career  as  Assistant  in  one  of  the 
Heriot  Foundation  Schools,  Edinburgh,  and,  while  there, 
was  appointed  Principal-Assistant  in  Mr.  Kay's  School, 
LeitL  He  then  went  to  be  one  of  the  Masters  of  the  West 
Academy,  Jedburgh,  where  he  remained  two-and-a-half  years. 
Shortly  afterwards  he  became  one  of  the  Masters  of  the 
Commercial  department  of  the  Boyal  Institution  School, 
Liverpool.    This  appointment  he  held  for  thirteen  years. 

For  the  classical  department,  it  was  arranged  that  Dr. 
Brunton,  who  had  long  filled  the  important  office  of  Boctor 
with  great  ability  and  success,  should  have  an  assistant,  who 
would  also  conduct  the  modem  language  classes ;  and  Mr. 
Greorge  Dickson,  one  of  the  candidates  for  the  mastership  of 
the  commercial  department,  and  who  was  upon  the  short 
leet,  was  elected.  Mr.  Dickson  was  twenty- six  years  of  age, 
and  a  native  of  the  parish  of  Kennoway  in  Fifeshire.  He 
was  educated  at  the  Parish  School  of  Kennoway,  where  he 
studied  successfully  Latin,  Greek,  French,  and  Mathematics, 
and  in  which  he  became  latterly  a  pupil  teacher.  After 
attending  the  Normal  Institution  of  the  Church  of  Scotland, 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 

i 


262  THE  mSTOKT  OF  THX  PAISLBT  ORAMMAK  SCHOOL. 

Edinburgh,  where  he  gained  a  firsirclass  Queen's  Scholar- 
shipi  he  was  appointed  one  of  the  assistant  masters  in  the 
Alloa  Academy,  and  from  thence  he  went  to  conduct  the 
West  Church  School^  Perth.  On  leaving  this  situation  he 
attended  classes  in  the  Glasgow  University. 

At  this  point  we  shall  give  a  short  account^  in  separate 
chapters,  of  the  different  schools  under  the  management  of 
the  Town  Council,  which,  by  the  erection  of  the  present 
buildings,  were  no  longer  required,  viz.,  the  Town's  English 
School  in  School  Wynd,  the  Town's  Commercial  School  in 
Meeting  House  Lane,  and  the  Town's  School  in  Stone  Street, 
in  connection  with  the  Low  Parish.  We  shall  then  proceed 
with  the  account  of  the  Grammar  School  and  Academy  from 
its  opening  on  1st  September,  1864,  till  the  examination  in 
June,  1873,  when  it  ceased  to  be  under  the  management  of 
the  Town  Council  and  subscribers,  and  came  under  the  con- 
trol of  the  Paisley  School  Board  in  terms  of  the  ^'  Educatiou 
Act  of  Scotland,  1872." 
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CHAPTER  V. 
THE  ENGLISH  SCHOOL,  1684,  TO  1st  SEPTEMBEl 


T^HE  first  notice  in  the  Council  Records  of  a 
■^  of  English,  or  of  a  Scots  School,  apart  tn 
Grammar  School,  is  in  1684.  On  12th  October 
David  Tavindale  was  appointed  ''under  teacher 
Grammar  School,  and  for  his  encouragement 
is  created  and  made  Burgess  gratis,  without  p 
of  any  composition.  WiUiam  Stewart,  wright, 
tioner  for  his  armour."  Such  is  the  short  rec 
his  election  as  Doctor  of  the  Oranmiar  School, 
his  being  made  an  honorary  Burgess  of  the  tow 
this  was  a  compliment  very  seldom  bestowed  by  th< 
Council,  he  must  have  been  then  well  known  and 
worthy  of  the  honour  thus  conferred.  He  held  this  s 
ment,  however,  for  only  twelve  months,  having  sho] 
fore  10th  November,  1684,  been  appointed  ^'doctoi 
Arithmetic  and  Scots  School,"  a  place  which  has  notl 
been  referred  to.  Although  the  teaching  of  the  £ 
English  had,  previous  to  this  time,  been  carried  on 
Grammar  School,  tins  is  the  first  time  it  is  referred 
separate  department.  The  school  must  have  been  i 
building  not  belonging  to  the  Town  Council ;  for,  as 
seen  from  his  petition  to  the  Council  for  assistance, 
twelve  pounds  (£1  Os  Od)  yearly  of  rent  for  it.  E 
tion  so  minutely  describes  his  circumstances  at  th 
that  we  give  it  as  it  stands  in  the  minute  book  under 
of  10th  November,  1684:—"  The  said  BaiUes  and  < 
having  considered  a  |)etition  given  in  before  them  at 
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Stance  of  David  Tavindale,  doctor  to  the  Arithmetic  and 
Scots  School,  humbly  desiring  them  to  take  into  considera- 
tion the  mean  wages  and  the  few  scholars  in  this  school, 
and  the  great  pains  and  expense  he  is  at  in  taking  of  a  house 
for  keeping  and  teaching  of  them,  for  which  he  pays  twelve 
pounds  yearly,  and  has  not  as  much  fiall  yearly  as  to  pay 
it ;  and,  therefore,  begging  the  Bailies  and  Council  might 
take  some  convenient  course  therewith,  otherwise,  he  would 
be  forced  to  leave  them ;  and  in  order  thereto  had  got  a  call 
to  Glasgow  where  he  may  have  far  more  benefit  In  answer 
thereto,  the  Bailies  and  Council,  for  his  encouragement,  have 
statute  and  ordained  the  Almshouse  loft  to  be  given  him  for 
teaching  of  the  bairns  without  payment  of  any  maill  there- 
for, during  their  pleasure  in  time  coming." 

Since  the  erection  of  the  Almshouse  in  1618,  the 
second  story  or  loft  here  alluded  to,  had  nearly  always 
been  let  yearly,  but  the  purpose  for  which  it  was  to 
be  used,  is  not  stated.  For  example,  in  Januaiy,  1682, 
"the  hospital  loft  was  rouped,  and  sett  to  John  Pirrie, 
Maltman,  for  a  year  to  come  for  five  pounds  scots 
(8s.  4d).  WilUam,  wright,  his  cautioner."  It  is  possible, 
however,  that  Mr.  Tavindale  had  at  that  time  his  scKool 
in  the  almshouse,  and  that  he  paid  twelve  pounds  scots 
or£l  sterling  of  rent  for  it  to  the  Town  Council ;  and  by  their 
resolution  they  relieved  him  of  this  payment.  Whichever 
way  it  was,  this  place,  (latterly  better  known  as  the  West  or 
Wee  Steeple)  was  thereafter  the  Town's  English  School,  and 
continued  to  be  so  till  the  new  school  was  erected  in  School 
Wynd  in  1788.  From  this  latter  date  to  1804  it  was  used 
as  the  school  for  the  High  Parish.  We  will,  further  on, 
give  some  particulars  regarding  the  erection  of  this  Hospital 
or  Almshouse  in  1618  and  how  it  was  used  till  it  was  taken 
down  in  1808. 

On  6th  January,  1690,  the  son  of  Mr.  Tavindale,  got  him- 
self into  serious  trouble  by  stealing  beans  from  a  stackyard 
belonging  to  John  Pirrie,  maltman.  The  boy  was  senten- 
ced by  the  Bailies  to  be  publicly  whipped  by  his  father, 
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conform  to  the  Act  of  Parliament,  with  this  mitigation,  be- 
cause they  and  ilk  ane  of  them  declared  it  was  the  first  fault, 
and  that  they  never  brock  yards  before,  therefore,  they  and 
ilk  ane  of  them  to  pay  to  the  party  offended,  five  ponnds 
money  (8s.  4d.)  and  to  be  taken  by  the  officers  of  the  said 
Burgh,  and  laid  in  the  stocks  at  the  market  cross  thereof, 
on  the  day  next,  from  ten  hours  to  twelve  hours  to  remain 
therein.  And  ordains  the  remanent  persons,  malefacton 
above  named,  to  be  taken  by  their  parents  and  presented  at 
the  said  market  cross  the  day  foresaid,  there  to  stand,  and 
ane  paper  on  their  head  the  space  foresaid,  and  thereafter  to 
be  scourged  by  the  said  parents  to  the  effusion  of  their  blood." 
On  23rd  April,  1618,  the  Council  further  enacted  that  '*pe^ 
sons  guilty  of  stealing  pease,  the  parents  to  be  answerable 
for  the  children,  and  masters  for  their  servants,  for  a  fine  of 
twenty  shillings  (Is.  8d.)  which  the  masters  are  to  retain  out 
of  their  servants'  wages." 

This  Earl  of  Abercom  resided  at  the  buildings  adjoining 
the  Abbey;  he  held  the  important  office  of  Lord  Provost  of 
Paisley,  and  acted  for  his  father.  Lord  Claud  Hamilton,  the 
Conmiendator  of  the  Monastery.  The  last  Abbot  of  the 
Convent  of  Paisley  was  John  Hamilton,  natural  son  of  James, 
Earl  of  Arran,  afterwards  created  Duke  of  Chatelherault 
He  was  appointed  by  the  Pope  18th  May,  1525.  In  1546  he 
was  chosen  Bishop  of  Dunkeld,  and  in  1549  Archbishop  of 
St.  Andrews.  In  1553  he  resigned  the  Abbacy  of  Paisley  in 
favour  of  Lord  Claud  Hamilton,  a  child  ten  years  of  age, 
and  third  son  of  James,  Duke  of  Chatelherault,  his  nephew. 
For  supporting  the  cause  of  Queen  Mary,  he  was  in  1568 
declared  a  traitor  by  the  Regent  Moray,  and  when  Dumbar- 
ton Castle  was  taken  in  1571,  he  was  in  three  days  after- 
wards hanged  upon  a  gibbet  in  the  town  of  Stirling,  by  the 
orders  of  the  Regent,  who  hated  the  Hamiltons.  Lord 
Claud  Hamilton,  on  his  appointment,  was  made  Titular 
Abbot  and  Commendator  of  Paisley.  He,  too,  espoused 
the  cause  of  Queen  Mary,  and  was  present  at  the  Battle  ci 
Langside  on  13th  May,  1568.    A  sentence  of  forfeiture  was 
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afterwards  passed  against  him,  and  the  Regent  Moray  granted 
the  Mooasteiyof  Paisley  to  Lord  Semple.  When  King  James 
YLj  however,  began  to  take  an  active  part  in  the  manage- 
meot  of  the  affairs  of  the  kingdom.  Lord  Semple  was 
deprived  of  this  proper^,  and  Lord  Cland  Hamilton  was,  in 
1587,  restored  to  t^e  possession  of  the  Paisley  Monastery 
and  its  estates,  as  Commendator,  and  created  Lord  Paisley. 
Lord  Cland  Hamilton  was  a  noble  gentleman,  and  Sir 
Walter  Scott,  in  his  famons  ballad  of  Cadzow  Castle, 
thus  alludes  to  him : — 

"  Stem  Cland  replied  with  darkening  face, 

(Grey  Paiiley'a  haughty  Lord  was  he) 
At  merry  foast,  or  hnxom  chase, 

No  more  the  warrior  wilt  thou  see.  ** 

Lord  Claud  Hamilton  took  an  interest  in  the  affairs  of 
the  Bmigh,  and  in  1594,  according  to  the  Council  Records,  he 
then  exercised  his  right  of  electing  one  of  the  Bailies.  Four 
years  afterwards,  on  2d  October,  1598,  he  granted  a  commis- 
acm  to  his  eldest  son,  James,  the  Honourable  Master  of 
Paisley,  to  act  for  him.  This  commissionis  recorded  at  length 
in  the  minute  hock  of  the  Town  Council  at  that  period.  In 
June,  1606,  the  Master  of  Paisley  was  created  first  Earl  of 
Abercom.  It  was  this  nobleman,  who,  on  the  6th  Septem- 
ber in  that  year,  along  with  the  Bailies,  punished  so  many 
persons  for  '^  yard  breaking."  He  died  on  the  23d  March, 
1618.  During  his  lifetime  he  apparently  took  an  active 
part  in  the  management  of  the  affairs  of  the  Burgh ;  and 
when  he  attended  the  Council  meetings  and  head  courts, 
which  was  very  frequently,  he  was  almost  invariably  design- 
ed as  Lord  Provost*  In  his  Will,  he,  among  other  matters, 
gave  directions  as  to  where  his  body  was  to  be  interred  in  the 
Abbey,  and  the  following  extract  from  that  deed,  taken 
from  the  Conunissary  Records  of  Glasgow,  and  published  in 
*^  Hamilton's  History  of  Lanark  and  Renfrewshire  "  p.  75, 
is  very  interesting : — ^*  I  conmiitt  my  soul  in  the  holy  hands 
of  my  good  Qod  and  merciful  Father,  from  whom,  through 
the  ri^teous  merits  of  Christ  Jesus,  I  look  to  receive  it 
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again  at  the  glorious  resurrection,  joined  with  this  same 
body,  which  here  I  leave  to  sleep  and  be  buried,  if  so 
it  please  God,  in  the  sepulchre  where  my  brother,  mj 
sisters,  and  bairns  lie,  in  the  Isle  called  St.  Mirren*8 
Isle,  at  the  south  head  of  the  Cross  Church  of  Paisley; 
trusting  assuredly  to  rise  at  the  blessed  resurrection  to  life 
eternal.  I  desire  that  there  be  no  vain  nor  glorious  cere- 
mony used  at  my  burial,  rayring  (crying)  honours ;  but  that 
my  corpse  be  carried  to  the  grave  by  some  of  my  most  honor- 
able friends,  with  my  bairns."  He  was  succeeded  by  his 
eldest  son,  James,  second  Earl  of  Abercom.  In  1621  Lord 
Claud  Hamilton  died,  and  his  grandson,  James,  second  Earl 
of  Abercom,  already  referred  to,  succeeded  him.  This  se- 
cond Earl  of  Abercom,  while  acting  for  lus  grandfather, 
established  the  St.  James'  Day  Baces  in  1620.  He  did 
not  take  quite  so  much  interest  in  the  affairs  of  the  Burgh 
as  his  father  had  done.  At  the  Head  Court,  held  on  24th 
October,  1624,  when  the  Bailies  were  chosen,  he  was  absent 
from  the  town,  and  his  privilege  of  electing  one  was  exerdsed 
by  his  wife.  The  record  is  as  follows: — "The  which 
Thomas  Knox  was  elected  by  ane  noble  Lady  Dame  Marm 
Boyd,  Coimtess  of  Abercom,  in  absence  of  ane  noble  Lord 
James,  Earl  of  Abercom,  Provost  of  the  said  Burgh,  and 
Claud  Hamilton  chosen  by  the  Council  of  the  same  Bnr^ 
who  gave  their  oaths  for  lid  and  trae  administration  of  their 
offices.**  These  elections  of  the  Bdlies  by  the  Earl  of 
Abercom  were  not,  however,  always  conducted  in  an  amio 
able  way,  and  sometimes  the  Coimcil  felt  much  aggrieved 
at  the  procedure  on  these  occasions.  A  case  of  this  kind 
occurred  in  1647,  and  was  renewed  in  the  following  year. 
At  this  time  Lord  Abercom  insisted  on  electing  both  of  the 
Bailies,  and  the  Council  protested  against  this,  holding  that 
he  had  only  the  privilege  of  dioosing  one  B^dlie.  The  dis- 
pute between  the  Council  and  Lord  Abercom  became  so 
serious  and  difficult  to  be  arranged,  from  both  parties  hold- 
ing their  opinions  so  very  firmly,  that  at  the  election  on  5th 
October  in  that  year,  there  were  four  different  meetings  of 
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Council  held  in  one  day,  the  first  being  at  8  o'clock  in  the 
morning,  and  the  last  at  3  o'clock  in  the  afternoon.  Ii 
1652  the  Earl  of  Abercom  sold  the  Lordship  of  Paisley  tc 
the  Earl  of  Angos,  and  went  to  reside  on  his  estates  in 
Ireland.  The  following  year  the  Earl  of  Angus  sold  his 
purchase  to  Lord  Cochran,  afterwards  created  Earl  of  Don- 
donald.  In  1658  the  Town  Council  purchased  the  superi- 
ority of  the  Burgh  and  the  right  of  electing  the  Magistrates 
from  the  Earl  of  Dundonald.  In  1764  what  then  remained 
unsold,  including  the  patrimony  of  the  Churchy  was  pm> 
chased  by  the  Earl  of  Abercom. 

When  the  Dundonald  family  came  to  reside  at  the  Abbej 
buildings,  they  did  not  live  on  quite  such  good  terms  with 
the  Town  Council  and  the  inhabitants,  as  either  the  first  oi 
second  Earls  of  Abercom  had  done.  This  was  shown  in  s 
variety  of  ways,  and  the  first  cause  of  difference  began  when  the 
Dundonald  family  had  lived  there  little  more  than  two  years. 
The  dispute  in  itself  was  of  a  somewhat  trifling  nature,  and 
related  to  the  right  which  the  inhabitants  claimed  of  bleach- 
ing clothes  on  the  ground  lying  between  the  Abbey  buildings 
and  the  River  Cart.  This  ground,  with  abundance  of  pure 
water  running  along  its  western  boundary,  and  situated  sc 
near  to  the  town,  was  undoubtedly  well  adapted  for  carrying 
on  washing  and  bleaching  operations  by  the  inhabitants. 
On  the  other  hand,  it  was  so  near  to  the  windows  of  the 
buildings  occupied  by  the  Dundonald  family,  that  the  worl 
carried  on  there,  could  not,  at  certain  times,  be  otherwise 
than  disagreeable  to  them.  It  was  not  openly  alleged  bj 
Lady  Cochran,  who,  with  her  son,  the  Master  of  Cochran, 
was  the  principal  objector,  that  those  who  came  here  tc 
bleach  clothes  conducted  themselves  in  any  improper  way ; 
bnt  she  grounded  her  objections  entirely  on  the  plea  thai 
the  property  in  question  belonged  to  the  Dundonald  family, 
and  that  no  one  should  take  advantage  of  the  privilege  oi 
washing  and  bleaching  there  without  their  consent. 

The  custom  prevailed  at  that  time  for  women  to  tramj 
clothes  in  tubs,  and  it  is  quite  likely  that  this  practice  wa: 
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carried  on  under  the  "  chamber  windows,"  and  ofifended  her 
ladyship.  A  little  more  than  five  years  aft^  this  time,  the 
Council  took  cognizance  of  the  practice,  deeming  such  to  be 
indecent,  and  passed  an  act  prohibiting  women  from  conduct- 
ing work  of  this  kind,  ^'  within  the  sight  of  walkers  in  the 
High  Street."  The  record  is  dated  11th  October,  1660,  and  is 
as  follows :  '^It  is  statute  and  ordained  that  no  women  shall 
wash  and  tramp  clothes  in  any  place  of  the  Town  within  the 
sight  of  walkers  on  the  High  Street,  under  the  pain  of  forty 
shillings,  (Ss.  4d.)  toHes  quotiesJ^ 

The  dispute  at  first  commenced  by  Lady  Cochran  in- 
forming those  who  came  to  bleach  clothes  that  they  had  no 
right  to  do  so,  and  that  they  would  no  longer  be  allowed  to 
come  there.  This  matter  first  came  before  the  Council  (m  23d 
February,  1655,  when  it  was  agreed  that  "  Bailie  Spred, 
some  of  the  Councillors  and  the  Clerk,  be  deputed  to  go  to 
the  Abbey  and  speak  to  my  Lady  Cochran,  elder,  anent  the 
green  under  the  chambers,  that,  as  the  Council  is  informed, 
her  Ladyship  intends  to  interrupt  their  burgesses  to  bleach 
upon,  as  they  have  been  in  use  to  do  for  divers  ages,  that 
her  Ladyship  should  do  nothing  unadvisedly."  This 
deputation  did  not,  however,  meet  with  a  favourable 
reception,  and  judging  from  the  terms  of  the  report  by 
them  to  the  Council,  her  Ladyship,  at  this  interview, 
expressed  a  determination  to  prevent  the  burgesses  from 
using  that  ground  as  a  bleaching  green.  The  Conndl 
Becord  on  the  subject  is  dated  1st  March,  and  is  as 
follows: — ^** Bailie  Spreul  reported  that  he  and  others 
had  waited  on  my  Lady  Cochran,  and  that  she  gave  no 
satisfaction ;  on  the  contrary,  declared  that  none,  without  her 
liberty,  should  have  liberty  to  bleach  on  the  green  under  the 
Chambers."  Shortly  afterwards,  a  weaver  of  the  name  of 
John  Wilson,  or  his  wife,  wishing  to  have  clothes  bleached 
there,  and,  at  the  same  time,  preferring  such  being  done  in 
a  peaceable  way,  appUed,  without  the  concurrence  of  the 
Council,  to  Lady  Cochran  or  her  son,  for  permission  to  do 
so,  and  to  set  up  a  knocking  stone.    This  circumstance  gave 
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Lady  Cochran  an  opportunity  of  throwing  down  the  knock- 
ing stone,  and,  at  the  same  time,  brought  down  upon  John 
Wilson  the  high  displeasure  of  the  Council.  On  the  19th 
of  the  same  month  he  was  ^^  convened  before  the  Bailies, 
and  having  acknowledged  that  he  had  obtained  liberty  to  set 
up  a  knocking  stone,  which  the  Lady  and  the  Master  had 
thrown  down,  thus  establishing  the  right  of  the  Dundonald 
family,  he  was  put  in  jail,  till  his  wife  drove  down  the  stone 
and  disclaimed  the  liberty  sought,  and  pay  a  fine  of  five  pounds 
(Ss.  4d.)"  This  occurrence  furnishes  another  instance  of 
the  arbitrary  power  exercised  by  the  Town  Council  over  the 
burgesses.  Three  days  after  this,  the  Council  agreed  that 
they  should  adopt  legal  measures  to  protect  their  rights  in 
this  matter ;  and,  accordingly,  applied  to  the  Courts  of  Law 
for  letters  of  Law  Burrows  against  Lord  and  Lady  Cochran 
and  their  son.  The  Council  Secord  is  of  date  22d  March, 
and  runs  thus : — '*  The  which  day  the  Bailies  and  Council, 
taking  to  their  consideration  that  the  Master  of  Cochran  and 
his  mother  do  still  insist  on  appropriating  to  themselves  the 
green  under  the  chambers,  that  is  both  the  Town^s  highway 
to  their  lands  in  Seedhill,  has  been  bleached  upon  by  the 
inhabitants  these  100  years  and  above,  and  whereof  a 
great  part  (as  they  conceive)  is  included  within  their 
charter,  have  resolved  by  plurality  of  voices,  that  letters  of 
Law  Burrows  shall  be  sent  for  against  my  Lord  Cochran,  his 
Lady,  the  Master,  and  their  followers/*  These  legal  steps, 
taken  by  the  Council  for  the  protection  of  their  rights,  were, 
leven  days  afterwards,  followed  up  by  the  adoption  of  still 
more  energetic  measures.  On  the  29th  of  that  month,  they, 
''without  a  contrary  voice,  have  concluded  to  go  to  the 
bleaching  green,  betwixt  the  Abbey  chambers  and  the  water, 
where  the  Town's  knocking  stones  are  cast  down,  and  to  set 
up  the  same  again,  and  to  make  a  civil  interruption,  and  to 
take  instruments  thereon."  The  commotion  in  the  Town 
[)n  that  day  would,  undoubtedly,  be  very  great,  when  the 
Councillors,  with  the  Bailies  and  Town  Clerk  at  their  head, 
left  (he  Council  Chambers,  and  marched  down  through  tlxe 


Digitized  by 


Google 


272  THE  HISTORY  OF  THE 

Cross,  and  along  the  Old  or  Abbey  Bridge  to  the  knocking 
stones.  This  warlike  procession  would  certainly  be  very 
popular  with  the  burgesses  and  their  wives,  and  there  is 
every  reason  to  believe  that  many  of  them  followed  the 
Council  to  assist  in  setting  up  the  knocking  stones,  and 
make,  at  the  same  time,  a  strong  public  mimifestation  of 
their  feelings  before  the  Dundonald  family.  On  this  occa- 
sion, the  bleaching  green — ^filled  with  an  agitated  crowd  of 
people  of  both  sexes  and  all  ages,  and  assembled  under  the 
exciting  influence  of  protecting  their  privileges  which  had 
been  invaded — ^with  the  pure  and  placid  stream  flowing 
along  the  one  side  of  it,  and  on  the  opposite  side  over- 
shadowed by  the  high  and  massive  grey  walls  of  the  vener- 
able Abbey,  would  be  a  sight  worthy  of  being  preserved  by 
the  brush  of  the  artist. 

The  firm  and  resolute  attitude  assumed  by  the  Coundl 
and  the  burgesses  appears  to  have  greatly  influenced  Lord 
Cochran  to  withdraw  his  opposition  to  the  inhabitants  using 
the  bleaching  green,  for,  on  the  21st  of  the  following  month, 
**  the  Bailies  reported  that  they  went  on  Saturday  and 
spoke  with  my  Lord  Cochran,  who  seems  well  content  that 
all  matters  debatable  betwixt  them  anent  the  green  under 
the  Chambers  shall  be  suppressed,  and  Law  Burrows  on  each 
hand  be  discharged ;  the  Bailies  and  Council  agreed  thereto.'* 
It  is  very  likely  that  the  opposition  to  the  burgesses  using 
the  bleaching  green  was  not  approved  of  by  Lord  Cochran, 
and  when  he  witnessed  the  determination  of  the  Council 
to  preserve  their  rights,  he  was  glad  to  abandon  quietly  the 
false  position  into  which  he  had  been  drawn  by  the  rashnea 
of  his  lady  and  his  son. 

On  the  death  of  Mr.  David  Tavindale  in  1701,  the 
Council  did  not  inmiediately  proceed  to  the  appointment  of 
a  successor.  On  10th  January,  1702,  however,  ^*  consider- 
ing the  great  loss  and  prejudice  the  whole  burgesses  and 
whole  conmiunity  have  sustained  by  the  want  of  a  school- 
master for  teaching  children  to  read  and  write,  and  having 
exact  account  of  the  fitness  of  John  Murray,  sometime 
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schoolmaster  at  Kilbimie,  have,  therefoi 
appointed  him  schoohnaster,  dnring  pie 
thereto  being  about  Candlemas  next  to  con 
to  him  to  instmct  himself  in  the  art  of  i 
he  may  be  in  a  capacity  to  teach  others  tl 
the  ^d  of  this  year  the  Cotmcil  fixed  his  i 
''  appointed  the  Treasurer  to  pay  to  John  ] 
the  Scots  School,  the  sum  of  twenty  poun< 
and  that  by  and  attour  his  house  maUl,  as 
from  Candlemas  last  to  Candlemas  next  to 
was  promised  to  him  at  his  entry."  It 
interesting  if  the  Council  Records,  at  that 
also  the  amount  of  wages  paid  by  the  schc 
subject  they  are  silent. 

Mr.  Murray  found  that  the  school  wage 
to  maintain  himself  and  his  family,  and 
necessily,  on  Slst  July,  1703,  of  petitionii 
asnstance.  As  the  petition  tells  its  own  1 
minute  of  Council  entire : — "  The  said  da 
and  Council,  considering  another  petition  | 
Murray,  Schoolmaster  of  the  Scots  Scl 
Magistrates  might  consider  that  when  h 
school  he  signified  to  them  his  poverty,  and 
school  wages  would  not  be  sufficient  to  mai 
poor  wife ;  and  that,  therefore,  the  Magist 
him  as  they  should  see  cause ;  which  being 
Bailies  and  Council,  they  find  that  both  tl 
master  and  the  petitioner  himself,  these  lat< 
ance  from  the  Bailies  and  Council ;  and, 
which,  in  conscience,  they  cannot  now  dia 
therefore,  allow  him  twenty  pounds  scot 
ordained  the  Treasurer  to  make  payment, 
draw  precept  therefor." 

In  the  year  following,  Mr.  Murray  ma 
upon  the  Council  for  assistance^  and,  on 
1704,  their  Records  state  that  '*  a  petition 
Murray,  Teacher  of  the  English  School, 
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the  Council  paid  him^  for  Iiis  encouragement,  twenty  pounds 
yearly,  during  their  pleasure,  ever  since  he  came,  and,  there- 
fore craving  that,  his  necessiiy  being  this  year  as  great  as 
formerly,  he  may  have  payment  of  the  said  twenty  pounds 
which  was  usually  paid  at  Lammas ;  the  Bailies  and  Council 
having  considered  the  petition,  grant  the  desire  thereof,  and 
allows  the  Clerk  to  draw  a  precept  on  the  Treasurer  for  that 
effect."  It  will  be  observed  that,  on  this  occasion,  he  is 
called  ^'the  Teacher  of  the  English  School/'  Before  the 
expiry  of  another  year,  Mr.  Murray  was  no  longer  teacher 
in  that  school,  but  the  Records  do  not  state  why  or  when  he 
left  the  situation.  Very  likely  the  poor  man  was  starved  out 
of  it,  and  had  to  go  to  some  other  situation  or  business  to  be 
enabled  to  maintain  himself  and  his  ''  poor  wife." 

His  successor  was  Mr.  Allan  Glen,  son,  as  we  afterwards 
learn,  of  Bichard  Glen,  Cordiner,  Paisley.  He  was  ap* 
pointed  on  17th  December,  1705,  is  called  Doctor  of  the 
English  School,  and  filled  this  situation  for  about  nineteen 
years.  The  terms  of  his  appointment  were  as  follows: — 
'^  The  said  day  the  Bailies  report  that  they  have  agreed  with 
Mr.  Allan  Glen  to  be  Doctor  of  the  English  School  for  a 
year  to  come  for  fifty  merks  (55s.  6§d.)  of  salary,  and  they 
ai:e  to  advertise  him  a  quarteivof -ary ear  beforethey  quit  him; 
and  they  declare  that  the  children's  quarter  wages  shall  not  be 
under  twelve  shillings  scots "  (Is.  stg.)  Three  years  after, 
on  22d  October,  1708,  he  petitioned  for  ten  merks,  regard- 
ing which  there  had  been  some  difference  between  him  and 
the  Council : — **  The  said  day  they  having  taken  to  their 
consideration  a  supplication  from  Mr.  Allan  Glen,  Master  of 
the  Scots  School,  representing  that  the  late  Magistrates  had 
desired  him  to  refer  the  ten  merks  in  controversy  to  the 
Council's  will,  and  that  his  diarge  is  very  toilsome ;  they 
have,  therefore,  allowed  him  for  bygones  ten  merks  (lis.  Id.)  * 
in  a  compliment,  to  buy  a  new  hat  with,  attour  his  yearly 
fiall,  which  ten  merks  they  ordain  the  Treasurer  to  pay  him.*' 

On  27th  April,   1711,  he  again  petitions  the  Council 
regarding  his  emoluments,  and  their  Record  on  the  subject 
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died  in  January,  1724,  and  the  Conndl  allowed  twenty 
meiks  scots  money,  as  being  due  to  him  at  his  decease,  to 
be  paid  to  Richard  Glen^  his  only  son.  Considering  the 
length  of  time  he  was  teacher  to  the  English  or  Scots  Sdnx)!, 
without  any  complaint  being  preferred,  he  mnst  have  givra 
every  satisfaction  to  the  Council  and  the  community. 

He  was  in  comfortable  circumstances  prior  to  his  death, 
and  died  possessed  of  a  good  deal  of  property.  The 
inventory  of  his  ^' means  and  estate"  (which  we  have 
seen)  shows  that,  besides  some  small  pieces  of  land  in 
Commonfoot,  Bullfauld  and  Langroods,  he  had  some  money 
on  hand,  and  several  sums  lent  out  to  different  persons. 
The  inventory  of  the  furniture  and  other  contents  in 
his  dwelling-house  at  his  death  is  somewhat  curious  and 
interesting;  and  as  it  very  likely  gives  a  fur  specimen  of 
how  a  house  was  furnished  150  years  ago,  we  give  it  entire^ 
and  also  the  list  of  books  in  his  library: — 

^^Iteroj  The  defunct's  household  plenishing  within  his 
dwelling-house  consbted  of  twelve  conunon  chyres,  eight  of 
a  better  size,  whereof  one  armed,  and  one  lesser  than  the 
rest.  ItefOj  Ane  litle  ovall  table,  a  litle  stool  in  form  of  a 
table,  ane  old  larger  chist,  and  lesser  ane.  Itemj  Four  laiger 
peuther  plates  and  ane  lesser,  sixteen  peuther  trinchers,  five 
lame*  trinchers,  two  peuther  pint  stoups,  two  chopine  and 
one  mutckine,  and  a  peuther  salt  and  a  half  mutckine  peuther 
stoup,  two  brass  candlesticks,  one  hand  flouere,  a  litle  brace 
flouere,  and  one  old  peuther  bason.  Iteroy  Two  chinmeys,  a 
crook  hrander,  cran,  and  a  pair  tonges,  a  larger  and  lesser 
pott,  a  brass  pan,  a  lame  boulle  without  its  lid,  a  white  iron 
pan,  two  peuther  spoons,  a  cheese  iron,  litle  speet  and  girdle. 
Itemy  thirteen  chopine  bottles,  bakeing  boord,  a  meal  bason, 
larger  and  lesser  dish,  and  a  coal  bakie.  Itemy  Ane  old 
brock  f aulding  bedd,  a  beef  barrell  containing  some  reversicm 
of  beef,  a  lint  wheel,  ane  old  sadle,  and  old  brock  coffor. 
Itemy  Ane  suite  new  cloaths,  viz.,  coat,  vest,  and  breitches^ 
sad-coloured,  mounted  with  black,  ane  white-coloured  Tackie 

•  Earthen. 
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in  wryte ;  Acconnt  of  the  Present  State  of  the  Church  of 
Scotknd,  in  wryte;  The  Familly  Instructor;  A  Modest 
Apology,  occasioned  by  ye  Bishop  of  Deny;  The  Principalis 
of  the  Christian  Beligion  explained ;  A  Latine  Dictionary 
worn. 

At  Mr.  Glen's  death  there  were  also  80  persons,  either  for 
themselves  or  their  children,  who  owed  him  various  sums 
**  for  teaching  of  letters,  reading,  writing,  and  singing.** 

On  31st  March,  1724,  we  have  the  following  record  :— 
"  Whereas  John  King^  Oauseyside,  has  officiated  as  Scots 
Schoolmaster  since  the  decease  of  Mr.  Allan  Glen,  therefore, 
the  Bailies  and  Council  have  allowed  him  twelve  pounds 
scots  (£1)  for  his  pains,  and  allow  the  Treasurer  to  pay  the 
same."  This  substitute,  Mr.  John  King,  was  not,  however, 
continued  as  Teacher,  for,  on  24th  April  of  the  same  year, 
the  Council  proceeded  to  the  election  of  a  successor  to  Mr. 
Glen,  and,  *^  by  a  plurality  of  votes  they  admitted  Mr.  John 
Lillie,  weaver,  to  be  Master  of  the  Scots  School,  during 
pleasure,  and  he  is  to  have  the  ordinary  salary.** 

Two  years  previous  to  this  appointment,  Mr.  John  Lillie 
had  been  made  a  burgess  of  the  Town,  gratis,  **  in  respect  he 
was  ane  volunteer  the  time  of  the  late  rebellion.**  Several 
other  natives  of  the  Town  had  the  like  honour  conferred 
on  them,  about  that  time  for  the  same  reason.  Mr.  Lillie 
became  a  volunteer,  with  many  others,  not  only  in  Paisley, 
but  in  the  different  towns  in  the  counties  of  Renfrew,  Ayr, 
and  Dumbarton,  when  the  McGregors  assen^bled  in  consider- 
able force  at  Lochlomond  in  the  month  of  October,  1715. 
The  ostensible  object  of  the  gathering  of  that  clan  was  to 
assist  the  Earl  of  Mar,  and  his  army,  in  restoring  the  Stuart 
family  to  the  throne  of  Great  Britain,  but  their  real  object 
was  believed  to  be  the  love  of  plunder.  At  that  time,  the 
McGregors,  under  the  command  of  McGregor  of  Glengyle 
(a  nephew  of  the  celebrated  Eob  Roy),  after  taking  forcible 
possession  of  the  boats  on  Lochlomond,  at  the  mouth  of  the 
river  Endrick,  went  to  the  island  of  Inchmurrin,  and  nest 
came  on  shore,  not  far  from  Bonhill,  for  the  purpose  of 
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plondering  the  inhabitants.  Becoming,  however,  alarmed  at 
the  ringing  of  the  chnrch  bells,  by  the  people  in  that  district, 
to  meet  for  their  own  defence,  and  the  firing  of  cannon  at 
Dumbarton  Castle,  they  returned  to  Inchmurrin,  where  they 
killed  a  great  many  deer,  belonging  to  the  Duke  of  Montrose, 
and  afterwards  rowed  off  with  them  towards  the  head  of  the 
Loch,  taking  with  them  all  the  boats  they  could  lay  hold  of. 
They  next  went  off,  in  a  body,  on  the  way  leading  to  the 
Earl  of  Mar^s  camp.  It  was  at  this  time  that  the  volunteers 
from  the  different  parts  of  the  country,  including  ^*  a  strong 
gnard  of  some  one  hundred  and  twenty  volunteers  from 
Paisley,"*  were  brought  together  to  assist  in  repelling  these 
incursions  of  the  M^Oregors,  retaking  the  boats  they  had 
stolen,  and  garrisoning  some  of  the  houses  in  the  Leven 
iistrict.  On  the  1 1th  October,  in  that  year,  these  volunteers, 
along  with  a  contingent  from  the  men-of-war  then  lying  in 
the  Clyde,  met  at  Dumbarton,  to  carry  out  the  objects  of  the 
expedition,  A  minute  and  graphic  account  of  this  expedi- 
tion, dated  from  Dumbarton,  on  the  15th  of  that  month, 
three  days  after  the  expedition,  entitled  ^^The  Lochlomond 
Expedition,  1715,"  was  shortly  thereafter  published. 

The  Paisley  Volunteers  took  a  leading  part  in  the  expedi- 
ion ;  and  Mr.  John  Lillie,  formerly  a  weaver,  then  one  of 
Bs  Majesty's  volunteers,  and  afterwards  the  teacher  in  the 
["own's  Scots  or  English  School  for  eighteen  years,  was  one 
f  the  company.  Although  the  rebel  army,  under  the  com- 
oand  of  the  Earl  of  Mar,  was  defeated  and  dispersed  at  the 
lattle  of  Sheriff  Moor  on  13th  November,  1715,  the 
ountry,  for  several  years  afterwards,  remained  in  a  very  un- 
ittled  state.  We  are,  therefore,  we  think,  not  wrong  in 
apposing  that  when  Mr.  John  Lillie  was  made  a  Burgess 
n  the  11th  October,  1722,  he  had  just  returned  to  the 
>wn,  after  having  served  as  a  soldier  from  1715  to  this  date, 
lie  minute  of  Council  as  to  his  Burgess-ship  is  as  follows : — 


*  Aoooant  of  "  The  Lochlomond  Expedition,  1715,"  page  6. 
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**The  said  day,  John  Lillie,  weaver  in  Pabley,  is  created 
and  made  a  burgess  of  the  burgh,  and  admitted  to  the  whole 
privileges  thereof,  who  made  faith  as  use  is.  And  whose 
burgess  fine  is  remitted  in  respect  he  was  ane  Volunte^  the 
time  of  the  late  rebellion.  And  for  whose  aims^  Ckud 
Simpson,  merchant,  becomes  cautioner.'' 

When  the  new  church  was  erected  in  1786,  one  of  the 
stipulations  was  ^*  that  there  be  also  made  a  seat  for  accom- 
modating the  school  boys  of  the  public  schools." 

Mr.  Lillie  held  the  situation  from  1724  to  1742,  nearly 
the  same  period  as  his  predecessor,  Mr.  Glen;  and  like 
him,  seems  to  have  prospered  in  it.  On  23d  January,  1743, 
the  Council  **  signed  a  charter  of  confirmation  in  favour  of 
John  Lillie,  lately  master  of  the  Scots  School,  now  weaver 
in  Paisley,  of  a  tenement  of  land  with  the  yard,  and  pertin- 
ents thereof,  lying  in  the  vennel  caUed  Water  Baw,  upon 
the  north  side  of  the  High  Street." 

Mr.  James  McDonald  succeeded  Mr.  Lillie  in  1742,  but  his 
tenure  of  office  was  comparatively  brief.  On  23d  July, 
1751,  it  is  stated  that  *^  the  English  School  is  at  present 
vacant  through  the  late  schoolmaster,  James  McDonald, 
leaving  the  place,  due  premonition  having  been  made  to  him 
that  he  was  to  exercise  his  office  no  longer  than  Lammas 
next."  On  the  same  day  the  Council  elected  James  P(»rter, 
of  Greenock,  schoolmaster,  in  the  place  of  Mr.  James 
M^onald,  and  agreed  to  give  him  £10  sterling  of  salary 
yearly.  At  this  meeting  the  Council  fixed  the  school  wages 
at  ten  shillings  sterling  per  quarter. 

For  some  reason  or  other  not  mentioned,  this  elec- 
tion of  Mr.  Porter  was  on  the  same  day  rescinded  by  the 
Council,  and  they,  "  for  certain  causes  and  considerations, 
continue  the  election  to  another  meeting."  Li  October 
following  they,  however,  re-elected  Mr.  James  Porter  to  be 
English  Schoolmaster.  He  also  held  the  offices  of  Session 
Clerk  and  precentor,  and  in  case  his  emoluments  as  Session 
Clerk  did  not  amount  to  £10,  the  Council  undertook  to 
make  up  the  deficiency.    There  was  also  the  usual  condi- 
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Hon  of  giving  three  months'  notice  before  leaving,  and  the 
Council  were  also  to  give  three  months'  notice  before  parting 
with  him.  In  the  following  year,  however,  they  fixed  his 
salary  at  100  merks  Scots  (£5  lis,  l^d),  and  he  is  to  "hold 
bimself  content  and  satisfied  with  the  perquisites  arising 
from  his  office  of  Session  Clerk  and  reader  in  the  church." 
rhe  church  here  referred  to  is  the  Low  Parish  Church. 

In  October,  1752,  Mr.  John  Lillie^  weaver,  who  was 
Formerly  teacher  of  the  English  School,  was  elected  keeper 
)f  the  mort-cloths,  and  collector  of  the  stent  for  maintain- 
ing the  poor ;  but  in  the  year  following  he  was  superseded 
by  the  appointment  of  John  Caldwell,  merchant. 

Mr.  James  Porter  continued  to  be  the  teacher  till  Oct., 
1757,  when  the  Council  were  compelled  to  dismiss  him. 
rhe  records  do  not  enter  into  particulars  further  than  that 
lie  ^'  had  rendered  himself  obnoxious  to  this  community  by  his 
behaviour,  and  by  which  the  Magistrates  and  Council  judge 
be  is  unfit  for  exercising  his  office."  He  was  ordered  to 
leave  at  Candlemas  following;  and  in  Januaiy,  1758,  Mr. 
Walter  Manwell,  schoolmaster  at  Forgandenny,  was  chosen 
by  the  Council  as  his  successor,  after  considering  the  recom- 
mendations and  testimonials  in  favour  of  different  persons. 
Mr.  Manwell,  however,  declining  to  accept  the  situation, 
the  Council  appointed  Mr.  William  Walkinshaw  to  be 
public  English  Schoolmaster  of  the  burgh,  and  precentor 
and  reader  in  the  Low  Church,  and  to  have  the  same  emolu- 
ments as  Mr.  Manwell.  "  Mr.  Walkinshaw  appeared  and 
accepted  the  offices  on  the  terms  stated,  and  further  pro- 
mised to  do  his  utmost  to  instruct  himself  so  as  to  teach 
English  in  the  school  after  the  new  method."  But  what 
that  ''new  method"  was  is  not  explained.*  At  the  end  of 
this  year  the  Council  allowed   Mr.  Walkinshaw  £5  stg. 


*  Kodonbt  "the  new  method"  is  joat  the  present  method  ofpro- 
DOODcing  the  letters  and  syllables  in  reading  and  spelling,  which  was  in- 
trodaoed  about  this  time.  The  old  method  was  a  very  different  one  ;  the 
soonda  were  broader  and  the  spelling  more  complicated. 

l2 
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for  one  year  to  procure  an  assistant,  but  his  appointment 
to  be  approved  of  by  them ;  and  shortly  after  they  appointed 
John  Mazwelly  weaver  in  Paisley,  to  be  assistant  to  Mr. 
Walkinshaw  on  the  ^'condition  that  Mr.  Walkinshaw  is  to 
attend  the  school  himself  two  hours,  at  least,  in  the  fore- 
noon, and  one  hour  in  the  afternoon.'' 

In  1760  the  Council  was  for  a  long  time  engaged  in 
maturing  a  plan  whereby  the  teachers  of  the  Town's  Schods 
should  also  be  Session  Clerks  in  the  Town's  Churches;  and  it 
was  not  carried  out  satisfactorily  until  after  a  great  deal  of  dis- 
cussion with  the  Sessions  of  the  Low  and  the  High  Parishes. 
The  disagreement  between  the  Council  and  the  Session  went 
so  far  as  to  compel  the  Council  to  raise  an  action  of  dedsn- 
ator  before  the  Court  of  Session ;  and  that  court,  in  Sept, 
1763,  as  stated  in  the  Council  records,  **  after  a  very  violent 
opposition  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Bain  and  his  adherents  in  the 
Session,  gave  decreet  in  the  Town's  favour,  decerning  and 
declaring  the  right  of  the  Comicil  in  naming  and  appointing 
clerks  to  the  Sessions  of  the  Churches  within  the  burgh,  and 
of  precentors  and  readers  of  the  said  Churches  now,  and  in 
all  time  coming." 

During  the  latter  part  of  1760  Mr.  Walkinshaw  died, 
and  the  Council  made  choice  of  *^  Mr.  William  Adie,  school- 
master in  Kilmarnock,  to  be  English  Schoolmaster  of  the 
town,  and  whom  the  Kirk  Session  have  also  chosen  to  be 
their  clerk,  and  who  is  to  enjoy  aU  the  emoluments  that  the 
deceased  Mr.  Walkinshaw  enjoyed."  Although  his  situa- 
tion was  held  to  be  during  pleasure,  yet  it  was  **  declared 
and  agreed  to,  that  this  expression  shall  not  be  so  unde^ 
stood  as  at  any  future  meeting  he  shall  be  turned  out  from 
mere  caprice  without  any  reason  assigned  on  the  prevalence 
of  persons  in  the  Council  otherwise  inclined,  or  from  the  ap- 
pearance of  any  other  person  more  in  favour,  but  only  for 
faults  alleged  and  proved."  At  the  same  time  they  agreed 
to  pay  the  expense  of  his  removal  from  Edlmamock  to 
Paisley,  which  was  not  to  exceed  £3  stg.  He  was  dissatis- 
fied with  his  salary,  and  in  the  following  month  they  agreed 
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to  guarantee  him  that  the  perqu 
Clerk  should  yield   £18    stg. 
Becnri^,  they  agreed^  a  month 
salary,  "  whether  or  not  he  was  i 

In  Dec.,  1764,  the  Assistant 
School  apparently  had  left  his 
^e  Council  ^*  on  the  application 
the  great  increase  of  his  school,  a 
igreedto  pay  him  £5  yearly;  1 
this  allowance  was  withdrawn. 

In  1771,  for  some  reasons  noi 
£2  yearly,  during  pleasure,  to  ea 
n  town: — William  Neillie,  i 
(Vilken,  Andrew  Sproul,  and  Js 
'oUowing  year  they  discontinue 
t^Vilken,  Andrew  Sproul,  and  Ja 
dnmas  next,"  and  the  names  of 
pear  in  the  Council  records.  Tl 
lave  been  engaged  in  private 
Council  granted  this  salary  "  f  oi 
!ause  the  Town's  Schools  were  r 
iional  wants  of  the  community 
upidly  increased  during  the  last 
¥88  the  main  reason  is  confirmc 


*  The  following  u  a  copy  of  an  advei 
;he  OUugow  Mercury  of  23rd  April,  17^ 
nTite  female  teacher  at  that  period 
ridow  of  the  late  Dr.  John  Graham,  hi 
'oong  girla,  white  and  coloured  seam 
od  cat-gut  White  seam  taught  at  6b 
pen  stick  at  78  6d  per  quarter.  Afl 
ducation,  such  as  reading,  writing,  dan 
^ualey,  Mrs.  Graham  intends  to  have  i 
naday  next  for  boarding  young  girU,  t 
tnder  her  own  eye,  to  give  satisfaction  t 
hflir  children  to  her  care.  Board  wages 
i  the  low  rate  of  four  guineas  per  quarts 
nil  be  paid  to  the  formation  of  their  mine 
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Council  a  few  years  later  to  build  two  large  new  schools; 
and  that  the  allowance  was  a  grant  in  aid  is  confirmed  by 
the  following  petition  of  Andrew  Sproul,  presented  a  number 
of  years  later: — ^*Unto  the  Honourable  the  Magistrates, 
and  Town  Council  of  Paisley,  the  petition  of  Andrew  Sproul 
humbly  showeth  that  your  Petitioner  has  been  an  inhabit- 
ant in  the  Town  of  Pidsley  for  these  twenty-nine  years  past, 
and  has  been  in  use  to  keep  a  school  in  teaching  children  to 
read  English,  being  incapable  by  his  bodily  infirmity  to  fol- 
low any  other  employment,  and  as  any  little  he  earns  in  this 
way  is  scarcely  sufficient  for  his  support  and  maintenance, 
he  has  been  obliged  on  several  occasions  to  apply  to  your 
Honours  for  some  assistance,  and  you  have  been  generally 
pleased  for  these  some  years  past  to  make  him  some  allow- 
ance in  order  to  defray  the  expense  of  the  rent  of  his  school. 
That  for  these  twelve  months  past  the  emoluments  arising 
from  the  Petitioner's  school  have  been  greatly  reduced,  by 
the  bad  payment  of  the  school  wages,  and  the  Petitioner  is 
again  obliged  to  apply  to  your  Honours  for  some  relief.  May 
it  therefore  please  your  Honours  to  take  your  Petitioner's 
case  into  your  consideration,  and  grant  him  such  reUef  and 
support  as  your  Honours  shall  think  fit,  and  your  Petitioner 
shall  ever  pray.''    The  Council  gave  him  £2. 

In  1786,  Mr.  Adie,  who  had  then  been  English  School- 
master for  twenty-six  years,  became  unable,  through  age  and 
frailty,  to  discharge  his  duties ;  and  on  20th  October  in  that 
year,  Mr.  Kobert  Davies,  merchant,  was  appointed  to  suc- 
ceed him  as  Session-Clerk.  On  the  29th  of  the  following 
month,  "Mr.  Thomas  Fleming,  teacher  of  English  in 
Paisley,  having  presented  a  petition,  wanting  to  teach  his 
scholars  in  the  Town's  English  School  at  West  Steeple 
(as  Mr.  Adie  is  not  able  to  exercise  his  business  there),  in 
which  Mr.  Auld  teache^  Singing  and  Drawing,  the  Council 
granted  the  desire  thereof,  during  their  pleasure,  only  pro- 
viding Mr.  Fleming  and  Mr.  Auld  can  be  both  acconmio- 
dated."  Mr.  Fleming  did  not  accept  this  appointment ;  for, 
on  26th  Feb.,  1787,  "the  Magistrates  reported  that  Mr. 
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Fleming  had  given  in  a  letter  saying  thai  he  could  not  ac- 
cept of  the  English  School  as  formerly  granted  to  him ;  and 
Mr.  Peddie  having  made  the  like  application  the  Council 
granted  his  desire  of  teaching  in  said  school  during  the 
Council's  pleasure,  only  providing  Mr.  Peddie  and  Mr.  Auld 
can  be  accommodated  therein."  This  is  all  that  is  recorded 
regarding  the  first  appointment  of  Mr.  James  Peddie,  who, 
for  the  long  period  of  forty-six  years,  most  successfully  dis- 
charged the  duties  of  Teacher  in  the  Town's  English  School. 

In  the  following  year  Mr.  Adie  died,  and  the  Council  ar- 
ranged that  Mrs.  Adie  should  receive  during  her  lifetime 
£4  sterling  each  quarter  from  the  Registrar  of  baptisms  and 
marriages. 

On  4th  April,  1788,  the  Council  resolved  to  build  a  parish 
school  in  Storie  Street,  and  another  English  Schoolhouse  in 
the  Grammar  School  Wynd,  and  authorised  the  Magistrates 
to  take  in  offers  for  their  erection.  This  they  did  and 
selected  the  offer  of  George  Forbes,  mason  in  Paisley,  ^^  to 
boild  and  finish  the  schoolhouse  in  Grammar  School  Wynd, 
in  respect  of  his  offer,  for  £212."  We  learn  afterwards 
that  the  plan  of  this  school  was  drawn  by  Mr.  Samuel 
Henning,  from  the  Treasurer  being  authorised  to  settle  with 
him  for  it.  We  give  an  illustrated  view  of  the  eleva- 
tion of  the  English  Schoolhouse  as  it  fronts  the  School 
Wynd.  The  class-room  was  twenty-seven  feet  long,  twenty- 
five  feet  wide,  and  the  ceiling  eleven  feet  high.  At  the  end 
of  this  year  the  Council  agreed  **  to  set  to  John  Speir, 
flesher  in  Paisley,  the  second  storie  above  this  school,  after 
Whitsunday  first,  upon  condition  that  neither  he,  his  sons, 
nor  servants  shall  allow  any  dogs  to  be  harboured  in  or  to 
frequent  the  subjects  let." 

In  March,  1788,  the  Council  resolved  to  advertise  in  the 
Glasgow  newspaper  for  three  Teachers  of  English,  and  the 
following  is  a  copy  of  the  advertisement : — "  Wanted,  three 
English  Teachers  for  the  Town  of  Paisley.  Each  of  the 
Teachers  are  to  be  admitted  to  the  office  of  Session-Clerk  for 
the  parish  to  which  they  may  be  chosen ;  to  have  all  the 
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emoluments  arising  from  that  office  without  any  dedaction ; 
they  are  to  be  provided  with  convenient  schoolhonses  by  the 
Magistrates  and  Council,  and  to  be  elected  by  them  daring 
pleasure.  The  Magistrates  and  Council  are  resolved  to  con- 
tinue the  wages  at  two  shillings  per  quarter  for  some  time, 
and  no  advance  to  take  place  without  their  concurrence. 
Those  who  intend  standing  candidates  will  send  their  names 
and  proper  reconmiendations  to  Alexander  Gibson,  Town 
Clerk,  any  time  betwixt  and  the  15th  ApriL**  On  5th  Juty 
following,  the  Council  elected  Mr.  Wm.  Bell  for  the  Laigh 
Parish  School  in  Stone  Street,  Mr.  William  Burnside  for 
the  High  Parish  School,  which  was  these  hool  at  the  West 
Steeple,*  and  Mr.  James  Peddie  for  the  Middle  Parish 
School,  which  was  the  English  School  newly-erected  in 
School  Wynd.  These  three  teachers  were  also  to  enjoy  the 
emoluments  connected  with  the  different  churches,  and  to 
officiate  as  Session-Clerks  in  their  respective  Parish  Sessions. 
At  this  meeting  it  was  ^'  fixed  and  enacted  that  the  Mastoids 
wages  for  teaching  each  scholar  each  quarter  or  three 
months,  to  be  two  shillings  sterling ;  and  they  were  ^^  pro- 
hibited from  exacting  any  higher  sum  without  consent  of 
the  Magistrates  and  Council."  They  were  also  bound  to 
teach  the  poor  children  in  their  respective  parishes  for  one 
shilling  and  sixpence  each  quarter. 

Mr.  James  Peddie  was  thus,  at  Whitsunday,  1788,  trans- 
ferred to  the  new  English  School  in  Grammar  School  Wynd, 
and  Mr.  Burnside  succeeded  him  in  the  school  at  the  West 
Steeple,  which  was  thenceforth  called  the  High  Parish 
School.  The  Town  Council  did  not  confine  their  support 
altogether  to  the  Town's  Schools,  but,  as  already  stated,  oc- 
casionally voted  sums  of  money  to  assist  other  teachers  in 
town.  In  1794  we  find  another  instance  of  their  liberality 
when  they  '^  agreed  to  give  a  compliment  to  Miss  Campbell, 


*  In  the  following  year  the  Conneil  agreed  "  to  repair  the  school  at 
the  West  Steeple,  with  an  alcore  roof,  or  such  other  alterations  as  shall 
be  thonght  necessary." 
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Port-Glasgow,  of  ten  pounds  sterling,  to  encourage  her  as  i 
sewing-mistress  in  the  Town  of  Paisley  for  the  year  1794." 

In  March,  1796,  the  school  fees  were  again  raised.  Mr 
James  Peddie  was  allowed  to  charge  four  shillings  per  quarte: 
for  each  child,  except  the  poor  scholars,  whose  rate  was  in 
remain  as  formerly  fixed. 

In  October  of  the  same  year  Mr.  Bumside,  teacher  in  th( 
High  Parish,  for  some  reason  not  stated,  was  dismissed,  anc 
had  to  find  caution  for  his  intromissions  till  he  should  leavt 
at  Whitsunday  following.  In  November  they  agreec 
"to  advertise  in  the  Glasgow  Caurier  for  a  successoi 
to  him  in  the  West  Steeple  School."  The  names  of  th( 
applicants  for  this  situation  were : — James  Campbell,  school 
master,  Seedhills;  Alex.  Henry,  schoolmaster,  Dunlop 
William  Meikle,  WiUiam  LiddeU,  William  MitcheU 
Andrew  Bell,  schoolmasters  in  Paisley;  Andrew  Miller 
schoolmaster  in  Beith ;  and  Jacob  MCN^aught,  in  Hardgati 
of  Eillallan.  The  Council  made  choice  of  Mr.  Jame 
Campbell  in  Seedhills,  and  allowed  him  to  charge  thre< 
shillings  per  quarter  for  each  scholar,  except  in  the  case  oi 
poor  children,  whose  rate  was  to  continue  at  one  shilling  anc 
sixpence  per  quarter.  Mr.  Campbell  in  his  youth  was  c 
weaver,  and  served  his  apprenticeship  to  that  trade.* 

To  secure  accuracy  in  the  keeping  of  the  Session-registers 
the  Council  at  this  time  enacted  that  the  schoolmasters  ii 
the  three  parishes,  and  the  keeper  of  the  mort-cloths  should 
at  Michaelmas,  yearly  appear  before  the  Magistrates,  anc 
depone  that  they  have  inserted  in  their  respective  books  the 
whole  of  the  marriages,  baptisms,  and  mort-cloths  in  the 
town.  Another  condition  was  that  these  records  shoulc 
annually  be  laid  before  the  Council  at  the  Michaelmas  head 
courts. 

Near  the  close  of  this  century  the  school  was  examinee 
along  with  the  other  town  schools  on  more  than  one  occa- 


*  Minutt  Book,  We«ren*  Society. 
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aion,  and  a  very  short  account  of  the  examinations  was  gtven 
in  the  Glasgow  newspapers  as  an  advertisement. 

In  Majy  1801,  the  three   English  teachers  applied  for       J 
permission  to  raise  the  school  fees ;  and  Mr.  Peddie  was       j 
allowed  to  raise  his  fees  to  five  shillings  per  quarter,  and 
Mr.  Campbell  and  Mr.  Bell  to  raise  thdur^s  to  four  shiSiogs       ; 
per  quarter. 

At  this  time  Mr.  Peddie  must  have  been  living  in  the       i 
dwelling  house  above  the  English  school,  for  he  applied  to       I 
the  Council  for  an  abatement  in  the  rent,  which  he  paid       j 
them.      The   matter  was  remitted   to   a  committee  ^to        | 
examine  the  possession  and  to  report.'*      No  farther  notice,        j 
however,  is  taken  of  this  house  till  the  end  of  the  year  folr        J 
lowing,  when  the  Council  "  authorised  the  Magistrates  to        * 
set  Mr.  Peddie's  house  in  School  Wynd  to  the  best  advan- 
tage.'*    It  was  in  this  year  that  the  new  Grammar  Sdiool, 
in  Churchhill,  was  finished,  and  it  is  very  probable  that  he 
then  went  to  reside  with  his  brother  in  the  dwelling-house 
above  the  class-room. 

In  1804  the  school-room  m  the  West  Steeple— the 
High  Parish  School — in  which  Mr.  Campbell  taught,  was 
abandoned,  but  the  reason  for  doing  so  is  not  stated  in  the 
records.  However,  the  Council  then  agreed  to  let  the 
school-room  for  a  year,  after  Whitsunday,  1805,  "  to  the 
trustees  for  Mrs.  Park's  Sunday  School  at  £8  8s  of  rent" 
Besides  being  teacher  in  this  school,  Mr.  Campbell  held  the 
situation  of  Session-clerk  for  the  High  Parish.  On  25th 
Jan.,  1805,  ^^  the  Council  appointed  Mr.  Thomas  Crichton, 
teacher  in  the  Hospital,  to  the  office  of  Session-clerk  in  the 
High  Parish,  in  the  room  of  James  Campbell,  daring 
pleasure." 

Mrs.  Park's  trustees  had  this  place  for  a  school  till  1808, 
when  the  present  Hutchison's  School  was  erected,  and  the 
Almshouse  buildings,  including  the  **  Wee  Steeple,"  were 
taken  down.  As  already  stated,  the  ^  loft"  or  upper  portion 
of  this  building  was  where  the  first  English  or  Scots  school 
was  held,  and  was  devoted  to  the  same  use  down  to  the  time, 
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ben  the  new  English  School  was  erected  in  School  Wynd 
1788. 

The  Hospital  or  Almshouse  dates  far  back  in  the  history 
the  Town,  and  is  worthy  of  more  than  a  passing 
£ce.  In  1612  the  Council  resolved  that  an  Hospital 
Almshouse  should  be  erected ;  and  St.  Bollock's  Kirk, 
tuated  near  the  head  of  Castle  Street,  ahready  referred  to, 
iving  become  ruinous,  was  ordered  to  be  taken  down  to 
[pply  the  building  materials.  The  first  allusion  to  the 
atter  is  on  30th  April,  1612: — ^*It  is  appointed  and 
dained  that  St.  Bollock's  Kirk  shall  be  taken  down,  and 
le  stones,  timber,  and  slates  thereof  employed,  and  bestowed 
1  the  building  of  an  hospital  in  Thomas  Ingles'  yard  head, 
;  the  west-end  of  the  house  inhabited  by  John  Barbour, 
he  ground  thereupon  to  build  the  same,  with  one  reason- 
)Ie  yard  thereto,  the  said  Thomas  Ingles  is  content  to  give 
id  dispose  of  his  own  free  will,  and  therefore  the  Bailies 
id  Council  have  consulted  t^at  the  said  kirk  be  taken  dowu 
id  the  hospital  built  of  the  firmest  of  all  materials  upon  the 
'own's  expenses."  Further,  on  18th  December  following,  wc 
ad,  ^*the  whicb  day  the  Bailies  and  Council,  being  con- 
ened  in  the  Council  house,  have  appointed  and  agreed  witl 
'atrick  Semple  and  John  Stobo,  sclaters,  for  taking  down  oi 
t  Bollock's  Kirk,  for  preservation  of  the  timber  and  slatei 
hereof,  which  were  altogether  ruinous  and  likely  to  f al 
own.  And  now  the  said  Bailies  and  Council  have  com- 
lenced  to  build  an  Hospital,  and  shall  enter  thereto  withir 
fteen  days  next  thereafter,  and  work  diligently  thereat  unti 
be  same  be  finished,  for  the  which  cause  the  said  Bailies  anc 
!oimcil  have  promised  to  pay  to  the  said  persons  the  sum  oi 
»renty  merks  money  (£1  2s  2^d),  equally  between  them,  ir 
lanner  following,  viz.: — the  sum  of  ten  merks  at  the  entr] 
bereto,  and  the  other  ten  merks  money  at  the  ending  of  th< 
rork."  On  the  29th  of  the  same  month  the  Council  passec 
he  following  resolution  : — **  The  which  day  it  is  appointee 
od  agreed  upon  by  Thomas  Ingles,  one  of  the  said  Bailies 
nd  whole  persons  of  the  Council  present  for  the  time,  thai 
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successors  in  the  said  Burgh  for  fuel,  when  neoes 
having  and  holding  the  said  hospital  and  pertmenta 
funds  by  the  said  old  men  and  thdr  successors,  to  be  p 
in  the  said  hospital  of  the  said  Bailies,  heritable  pttro 
the  charity;  declaring  the  said  old  men  praying  day 
night  to  God  for  the  defence  of  his  universal  Ghorck 
for  King  James  and  his  Queen  and  their  posterity,  for 
Claud,  Lord  of  Paisley,  James,  Earl  of  Aberconiy  an( 
grandson,  and  his  heirs-male,  Lords  of  Paisley, — the  gra 
superior, — for  the  prosperity  of  the  Burgh,  and  foi 
eternal  salvation  and  daily  prosperity  of  the  Ma^ 
Council,  and  Inhabitants.  Likewise,  ringing  the  bell  < 
Hospital  daily,  at  five  in  the  morning  and  ten  at  nighi 
the  last  bell  on  days  of  preaching  and  prayer,  and  as 
sion  shall  require,  and  as  shall  be  appointed  by  the  B 
Also,  keeping  the  Hoq)ital  clean,  the  garden  well  cult 
and  planted  with  flowers,  herbs,  and  pot-herbs,  in  all 
coming.**  The  power  of  placing  the  paupers  is  ves 
the  executors  and  their  successors.  The  deed  is  writt 
John  Greenlees,  notary-public.  Clerk  of  the  Burgh, — ' 
scribed  with  the  hands  of  the  said  Bailies,  Councilloi 
community  of  the  said  Burgh  of  Paisley,"  and  sea 
Paisley,  in  the  Coiu^house  of  the  3urgh,  30th  Sept., 
The  witnesses  are  Mr  Robert  Park,  Master  of  the  Gr 
School;  Patrick  Mossman,  John  Henderson,  tailor; 
Fork,  jun. — ^all  Burgesses  of  the  Burgh.  The  sigi 
are  T.  Inglis,  Bailie;  John  Hutchison,  Bailie;  A.  Cn 
Alex.  Stewart,  Thos.  Henderson,  John  AJgie,  elder ; 
Henderson,  John  Alexander,  John  Craig,  John  Lai 
Henderson,  Cuthbert  Kirlie,  Claud  Hamilton,  Jame 
well,  Thomas  Whyteford,  Thomas  Knox,  Mr.  Bobei 
J.  Algie,  jun.;  William  Cumming,  John  Baird, 
Fork,  Gavin  Hector,  P.  Mossman. 

We  give  a  f ac-simile  of  the  charter. 

Although  it  was  intended  that  there  should  be  six 
old  men  in  the  Hospital,  yet  we  know  there  w^re  sc 
not  so  many  in  it.    They  wore  blue  gowns^  as  pi 
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hj  the  foundation  deed.  Minute  of  Council,  dated  6th 
September,  1659,  declares: — ^*The  which  day  the  said 
Bailies  and  Council,  having  heard  a  supplication  of  the 
Hospital  men,  have  condescended  that  ilk  ane  of  them, 
viz.,  Steven  Alexander,  William  Bang,  and  John  Clark, 
shall  ilk  ane  of  them  have  ane  new  gown  of  blue  cloth, 
aud  ilk  ane  of  them  ane  pair  of  hose."  We  farther 
learn  from  the  record  of  30th  October,  1709,  that  "the  said 
day  they  have  allowed  to  the  Hospital  men,  as  many  of 
them  as  shall  attend  the  house  both  night  and  day,  and  per- 
form the  duties  incumbent  on  them,  such  as  ringing  the  bell 
and  attending  burials,  all  as  much  blue  cloth  as  will  be  ane 
gown  to  each  of  them,  and  recommends  to  Bailie  Smith  and 
Bailie  Paterson  to  buy  the  same  at  Glasgow,  and  ordains  the 
Hospital  folk,  at  least  some  of  them,  to  attend  at  all  burials." 

There  appears  to  have  been  ground  in  connection  with 
the  Hospital  which  was  not  cultivated  by  the  old  men.  It 
was  called  the  *^  rig  head,"  and  was  let  yearly  for  a  long  time 
after  this.  The  Hospital  itself  was  two  storeys  in  height, 
and  what  is  called  the  "Hospital  loft"  was  let  every  year 
from  this  down  to  1684,  when  it  became  the  Scots  or 
English  School. 

The  Council,  in  1621,  ordained  that  "the  Hospital  bell 
be  taken  down  and  sent  to  Edinburgh,  and  get  a  new  one  of 
four  or  five  stones,  as  the  bell-house  will  not  carry  more." 

The  Council  evidently  gave  every  encouragement  to  per- 
sons to  give  donations  to  this  Hospital  for  the  support  of  old 
men;  and  we  find  that  in  January,  1629,  Mr.  Thomas  Inglis, 
by  his  will,  left  500  merks  (£27  15s.  6d^.)  as  an  endow- 
ment On  22nd  September,  1632,  "  Peter  Algie,  Writer  in 
Edinburgh  and  Burgess  of  Paisley,  mortified,  for  the  use  of 
the  poor  in  the  Hospital  at  the  West  Port,  100  merks  money 
(£5  Us.  l^i^d.)  This  Peter  Algie  was  the  Town's  Agent 
in  Edinburgh,  as  the  following  minute  of  Council  of  this 
date  shows; — "A  double  piece  of  gold  is  taken  from  the 
common  chest,  value  20  merks  (£1  2s.  2^.);  and  given  to 
Peter  Algie,  Writer  in  Edinburgh,  the  Town's  Agent;  and 
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a  single  piece,  valae  10  merks  (lis.  l^V^.)'  g^^^  ^  ^ 
servant,  for  their  pains  in  the  Town's  business." 

The  Town  Council  have  still  a  charity  which  is  called 
the  Almshouse  Charily,  and  the  interest  of  the  money  is 
given  to  two  poor  persons.  The  principal  sum  is  £129  3s.y 
and  there  is  little  doubt  but  included  in  this  amount  are  the 
donations  of  Thomas  Inglis  and  Peter  Algie. 

Thomas  Peter,  merchant  and  Dean  of  Guild,  Glasgow,  who 
died  10th  Sept.,  1721,  in  the  81st  year  of  his  age,  mortified 
to  this  Hospital  3000  merks  (£166  13s.  3^),  the  interest 
of  which  was  to  be  applied  for  the  support  of  three  old  men ; 
and  the  interest  of  this  money  is  still  given  by  the  Council 
to  three  old  men,  and  is  known  by  the  name  of  ^^Petei^s 
Charity." 

In  1723,  arrangements  were  made  for  taking  down  this 
Almshouse  and  erecting  another,  which  was  to  have  a  public 
hall  in  connection  with  it.  As  the  hall  was  intended  far 
public  meetings,  and  expected  to  be  used  by  the  different 
societies  in  the  town,  the  Council  applied  to  them  for  sab- 
scriptions  to  assist  in  erecting  it.  In  the  minutes  of  the 
Incorporation  of  Maltmen,  of  1st  May,  1723,  it  is  recorded 
that  ^'the  Society,  having  considered  the  good  design  of  the 
Town  Council  to  demolish  the  old  Almshouse  or  Hospital, 
and  to  erect  a  more  commodious  structure,  with  one  public 
hall  for  meetings  of  such  corporations  as  are  encouragers  of 
the  said  design,  resolved  to  contribute  the  sum  of  one  hundred 
pounds  Scots,"  or  £8  6s.  8d.  sterling.  This  money  was  in 
December  following  paid  to  William  Park,  Town  Treasurer. 
The  Incorporation  of  Tailors  also  subscribed,  as  the  following 
minute  from  their  records  testifies: — "11th  April,  1723. — 
"Whereas  the  Town  Council  intend  to  demolish  the  Alms- 
house and  to  rebuild  the  same,  and  to  erect  a  steeple  and 
bell;  therefore,  the  said  Incorporation  have  in  one  voice 
agreed  to  and  condescended  upon  that  the  sum  of  two 
hundred  and  fifty  merks  (£13  17s.  9^.)  be  allowed  fw 
effectuating  of  the  same,  and  that  the  said  sum  be  paid 
when  called  for  to  the  present  Treasurer  or  successor  in 
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ffice."     On  the  18th  November  following,  this  sum  was 
>aid  to  William  Park,  treasurer. 

William  Semple,  in  his  "  History  of  Renfrewshire,"  states 
bat  the  Almshouse  '^  was  rebuilt  in  the  year  1724,  with  a 
pire  upon  it.  The  upper  part  is  now  (1782  when  he  pub- 
ished  his  history)  used  as  a  school  by  Mr.  William  Adie, 
lession-clerk  for  the  three  parishes."  He  also  states  that 
?homas  Peter^s  '^name  is  affixed  in  this  house/'  but  he  does 
iot  state  on  what  part  of  it.  Another  historian*  informs  us 
bat  ^^on  one  part  of  the  front  wall  of  the  little  steeple  was 
his  inscription — 

'  Qnha  gives  the  pnir,  to  God  he^  lends, 
And  God,  again,  mair  grace  him  sends.' 

Lnd  on  another  part  of  it  was  this  inscription — 

'  He  that  has  pitie  on  the  por. 
Of  grace  and  mercy  sal  be  sor.' 

When  the  Jubilee  Dinner  was  given  in  honour  of  Mr. 
Fames  Peddie,  Teacher  in  the  English  School,  Professor 
/Vikon  (Christopher  North),  who  was  a  native  of  Paisley, 
^resided,  and,  in  one  of  his  speeches,  referred  to  the  West 
Steeple,  and  said,  ^^he  was  delighted  to  find  that  no  change 
lad  taken  place  on  the  venerable  Abbey;  but,  on  turning 
lis  eyes  to  a  different  quarter  of  the  town,  he  declared  that 
le  missed  with  a  sigh  the  ^Wee  Steeple,'  that  miracle  of 
itunted  architecture,  so  dear  to  the  recollection  of  every 
Paisley  body.  But,  alas!  the  march  of  innovation  had 
evelled  the  *Wee  Steeple'  with  the  dust,  and  silenced  for 
iver  the  monotonous  clank  of  its  time-worn  bell,  'yclept  the 
roumer  Yawir 

A  local  poet,  the  late  Mr.  John  Mitchell,  published  a 
(Tolume  of  poetry  in  1840,  and  the  first,  and  one  of  the 
principal  pieces  in  it,  is  entitled  "The  Wee  Steeple's 
GHudst."     In  one  of  the  notes  to  that  piece  he  states  that 

*  Paisley  Repository,  No.  20,  p.  9. 
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^^Yaumer  YowV^  was  the  name  given  to  the  bell,  from  its 
bdng  always  rang  when  a  burial  was  passing  the  "Wee 
Steeple,"  when  one  of  the  inmates  of  the  Almshouse  would 
come,  hat  in  hand,  to  the  front  of  the  building,  and  receive 
an  awmouBj  commonly  three  pence,  from  one  of  the  persons 
attending  the  funeral. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  1807,  the  Council  sold  the  "  West 
Steeple  house,"  to  Robert  Hart,  for  £512 ;  and  a  handsome 
building,  of  four  storeys  high,  was  erected  in  its  'place,  and 
is  now  No.  82  High  Street.  The  public  passage  leading 
through  the  almshouse  to  Oakshaw,  and  referred  to  in  the 
deed  of  constitution  of  1618  as  ^^  the  new  road  or  passage 
now  made  by  the  Granters,  ascending  from  the  said  highway 
to  the  street  and  passage  of  Oakshaw,"  was  closed,  and  a 
new  street,  now  called  Orr  Square,  and  frequently  the  "Pen 
Brae,"  was  formed  in  its  place. 

Li  1808,  "  the  Council  unanimously  voted  that  the  desks 
in  the  school,  at  the  West  Steeple,  shall  be  presented  in 
donation  to  the  managers  of  Hutchison's  Charity  School," 
and  they  are  still  in  that  most  useful  seminary. 

Near  the  end  of  this  year,  "  the  Council  authorised  the 
Magistrates  to  dispose  of  the  bell  formerly  in  the  West 
Steeple,  upon  the  most  beneficial  terms  for  the  community 
which  they  can  obtain."  On  the  last  month  of  the  year, 
"  the  Magistrates  reported  that  the  bell,  formerly  in  the 
West  Steeple,  had  been  disposed  of  for  £14."  This  is  the 
last  of  the  Council  Records  regarding  this  building. 

Mr.  Mitchell,  in  his  notes  to  the  poem  already  mentioned, 
says— 

"  The  cook,  that  used  to  omameiit 
My  head,  was  to  Hope  Temple  sent, 
Where  '  Yaamer  Yowl '  and  it  has  spent 

FuU  thretty  years*; 
And  where  at  night  are  often  blent 

Our  burning  tears." 

Mr.  Mitchell  here  refers  to  the  circumstance  that  Mr. 
Love,  who  built  Hope  Temple,  purchased  the  bell  that  hung 
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n  the  **  Wee  Steeple,"  and  placed  it  in  the  spire  there,  and 
ilso  bought  the  weather-cock  and  put  it  on  the  top  of  the 
pire.  This  volnme  of  poetiy  is  embellished  with  a  front 
levation  of  the  ahnshoose  and  steeple ;  and,  as  the  author 
Qust  have  been  conversant  with  their  appearance,  we  have 
10  doubt  but  it  is  a  perfectly  correct  representation  of  them. 
Ye  give  this  illustration  also.  It  was  drawn  by  Mr. 
Fames  Hamilton,  teacher  of  drawing,  Orchard  Street,  a  rela- 
ive  of  the  poet. 

The  haU  of  the  Almshouse  was,  however,  used  foi:  other 
purposes  than  the  English  School  and  society  meetings, 
fr.  David  Gilmour,  the  author  of  the  publication  entitled, 
^  Beminiscences  of  the  Pen  Folk,"  states  that  the 
eligious  body,  who  were  best  known  by  that  name,  met 
a  that  hall  for  worship.  He  states  further,  that  ^^the 
teeple  was  placed  in  the  centre  of  the  Almshouse,  and 
butted  outwards  on  the  street,  and  had  three  horologes — 
een  from  east,  south,  and  west,  but  the  north  side,  being 
owards  the  hill,  immediately  behind,  it  was  deemed  unne- 
essary  to  place  one  there.  A  stair  on  the  east  side  of  the 
teeple  led  to  the  public  hall,  and  on  the  west  side  was  an 
iTched passage  or  "Pend,"  familiarly  pronounced  "Pen," 
he  upper  portion  of  which  still  remains,  leading  backwards 
rom  High  Street  to  Oakshawhill." 

From  1805  down  to  1818  there  is  no  Record  regarding 
his  School,  except  that  at  the  Michaelmas  Head  Courts  held 
a  October  annually,  the  Council  ^^  continued  Mr.  James 
?eddie  to  be  Public  Schoolmaster  and  Session  Clerk  for  the 
ifiddle  Parish  for  another  year." 

Mr.  Peddie  was  an  able  and  successful  teacher  of  youth, 
Jid  held  in  the  highest  estimation  by  the  Town  Council 
ind  the  inhabitants.  It  is  unfortunate  that  there  are  no 
Records  extant  to  show  how  many  scholars  were  then  in  the 
chool,  what  books  were  used,  and  the  general  routine  of 
caching  in  the  different  classes.  We  obtain,  however,  from 
in  advertisement  in  the  Glasgow  newspapers  in  1814,  some 
nf ormation  regarding  the  examination  that  took  place  at 
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that  time.  It  is  signed  bj  six  clergjrmen  who  had  been  pre- 
sent on  that  occasion,  and  is  as  follows: — ^^^Mr.  James 
Peddie's  pnpils  in  the  English  School  read,  with  great 
accuracy  and  propriety,  many  passages  selected  from  the 
best  English  authors ;  and  many  beautiful  specimens  of 
drawing  and  water  colours,  executed  by  young  ladies  and 
gentlemen,  under  his  instructions,  give  the  best  reason  to 
believe  that  that  elegant  and  useful  art  is  most  successfollj 
taught  by  him  on  the  principles  of  true  taste.**  For  several 
years  after  this  time  similar  accounts  of  examinations  were 
annually  published  in  the  Glasgow  newspapers,  but  in  1824 
they  were  discontinued,  and  appeared  afterwards  in  the 
Paisley  Advertiaery  which  then  made  its  appearance.  Mr. 
John  Davidson  was  Mr.  Peddie's  assistant. 

Mr.  James  Peddie  must,  however,  have  had  a  considerable 
number  of  pupils;  for,at  the  end  of  the  year  1818,  the  CooncQ 
had  under  their  consideration  a  conununication  from  Mr. 
Peddie,  intimating  that  his  class-room  was  not  only  bad,  but 
inadequate  to  accommodate  all  the  scholars.  In  that  letter  be 
states  that  "  the  school-room,  which  I  have  for  these  thirty 
years  occupied,  is  now  by  far  too  small  for  the  accommoda- 
tion of  the  number  of  scholars  that  attend.  Indeed,  a  change 
of  place  would,  on  many  accounts,  be  extremely  desirable. 
A  situation  more  open,  and  at  a  distance  from  a  confined, 
nasty,  vicious  neighbourhood,  and  near  the  other  public 
schools,  would  certainly  be  favourable  to  the  health,  morals, 
and  general  improvement  of  the  youth,  whose  interest  and 
welfare  I  am  persuaded  you  will  do  anything  in  your  power 
to  promote."  This  subject  was  frequently  before  the 
Council,  but  they  never  came  to  any  decided  resolution  as  to 
what  should  be  done.  But  in  1821  Mr.  Peddie  intimated 
that  he  had  secured  a  larger  and  more  commodious  school- 
room, and  solicited  permission  to  let  the  one  he  occupied 
belonging  to  the  community,  and  also  to  be  favoured 
with  some  additional  desks.  To  all  this  the  Council  agreed. 
The  new  school  was  at  No.  4  Oakshaw  Street,  where  Mr. 
John  Beid  and  Mr.  James  Beid  afterwards  had  their  schools, 
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nd  which  fonns  part  of  the  site  on  which  the  Academy  was 
(uilt  in  1864. 

In  1823  the  Council  first  voted  £3  38  to  be  given  for 
lass  prizes  in  the  Grammar  School,  but  no  money  was  given 
or  this  purpose  in  the  English  School. 

On  19th  February,  1825,  Mr.  Peddie  published  the 
allowing  advertisement: — ** Mr.' Peddie  respectfully  inti- 
lates  that  he  proposes  to  begin  an  alphabet  class  on  Monday, 
Ist  cnrrent.  Private  classes  at  convenient  hours  for 
rawing,  English  Grammar,  &c.,  are  continued,  to  which 
upils  may  be  admitted  at  any  stage  of  advancement." 

After  the  annual  examination  of  the  schools  under  the 
barge  of  the  Town  Council,  on  the  28th  June  of  this  year, 
n  advertisement  was  inserted  in  the  Advertisery  ^ving  some 
escription  of  it  After  mentioning  those  who  were  present 
proceeded  thus : — "  In  the  English  School,  conducted  by 
£r.  Peddie,  which  was  next  visited,  the  young  people  read, 
onstmed,  and  recited  with  great  accuracy  and  propriety 
lany  passages  selected  from  the  best  English  authors,  thus 
umishing  very  satisfactory  proof  of  their  acquaintance  with 
^lish  Grammar ;  and  many  beautiful  specimens  of  drawing 
1  water  colours  and  Indian  ink,  executed  by  young  ladies 
nd  gentlemen,  demonstrated  their  proficiency  and  the  skill 
nd  judgment  and  taste  with  which  that  elegant  art  is 
lught  in  this  seminary."  This  advertisement  was  signed  by 
de  Provost. 

In  1826  Mr.  Peddie*s  advertisement  was  much  similar  to 
lie  one  in  the  previous  year,  and  the  account  of  the  examina- 
ion  was  the  same.  Besides  the  usual  gentlemen  of  the 
)wn  who  were  present,  there  was  the  Rev.  Dr.  Cooper,  of 
Hasgow  University. 

It  was  at  the  examination  in  1827  that  prizes  were  first 
iven  to  the  meritorious  scholars,  and  their  names  were 
fterwards  published  in  the  newspapers.  The  names  of  these 
upils  and  those  who  afterwards  had  prizes  awarded  to  them, 
nil  be  given  in  the  appendix. 
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In  1828^  and  the  three  following  years,  the  ezammations 
w^re  conducted,  as  they  had  formerly  been,  and  the  usual 
advertisement,  signed  by  the  Provost,  describing  the  good 
condition  of  the  school,  was  published  in  the  newspapers. 
These  examinations  always  took  place  at  the  end  of  the 
month  of  June,  and  the  vacation  expended  from  that  time  to 
the  first  week  of  August. 

Mr.  James  Peddie  had  now  been  a  successful  Teacher  in 
Paisley  for  nearly  half-a-century,  and  was  beloved  by  every 
one.  In  January,  1831,  his  friends  and  old  scholars  resolved, 
in  order  to  testify  the  high  esteem  in  which  they  held  him, 
to  entertain  him  at  a  public  dinner,  to  take  place  on  the  II th 
of  the  following  month.  The  leading  gentlemen  in  the 
town  took  a  lively  interest  in  making  the  necessary  arrange- 
ments for  this  demonstration,  and  they  were  fortunate  in 
securing  Professor  Wilson,  of  Edinburgh,  formerly  one  of 
Mr.  Peddie's  pupils,  to  preside  on  the  occasion.  The 
advertisement  in  the  newspapers,  announcing  the  arrange- 
ments, was  as  follows : — 

JUBILEE  DINNEB. 

The  Public  Dinner  to  be  ^ven  Mr.  James  Peddie,  by  hk 
pupils  and  friends,  in  token  of  their  respect  for  his  valoable 
services  as  a  Teacher,  is  fixed  for  Friday,  the  11th  February, 
in  the  Benfrewshire  Tontine. 

John  Wilson,  Esq., 

Professor  of  Moral  Philosophy  in  the  University  of 

Edinburgh,  in  the  Chair. 

Oro/upien — 
John  Orr,  Esq. 
William  Sharp,  Esq. 
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Stewards — 

Alexander  Campbell^  Esq. 
Thomas  Sharp,  Esq. 
EobertM^Kechme,  Esq.,  M.D. 
Andrew  Brown,  Esq. 
William  Fulton,  Esq. 
William  Orr,  Esq. 
William  Lowndes,  Esq. 
Adam  Keir,  Jan.,  Esq. 
William  Bissland,  Jun.,  Esq. 


Robert  Farqnharson,  Esq. 
Robert  Orr,  Esq. 
Thomas  Cook,  Esq. 
Andrew  Gibson,  Esq. 
John  Graham,  Esq. 
William  Stirling,  Esq. 
Joseph  Whitehead,  Esq. 
Robert  Wylie,  Esq. 
F.  A.  Ramsay,  Esq. 


Dinner  on  the  table  at  five  o'clock. 
Tickets,  128.  6d.,  to  be  had  of  Mr.  Eraser. 

Sabscription  papers  lie  in  the  Coffee  Room,  and  the 
Paisley  and  Union  Banks. 

Gentlemen  intending  to  be  present  are  requested  to  put 
down  their  names  by  Tuesday,  the  8th  February,  as  the 
subscription  papers  will  be  closed  on  that  day  in  order  that 
suitable  arrangements  may  be  made. 

(Signed)    Hugh  Vallancb,  Secy. 

We  take  the  following  extracts  ^ving  an  account  of  this 
jubilee  dinner  from  the  Paisley  Advertiser  newspaper : — 

On  Friday,  11th  February,  1831,  a  dinner  was  given  to 
Mr.  James  Peddie  by  a  number  of  his  pupils  and  friends,  as 
a  token  of  respect  for  his  private  worth,  and  for  his  zealous 
and  successful  exertions  as  a  teacher  during  the  long  period 
of  fifty  years.  The  dinner  took  place  in  the  large  ball-room 
of  the  Renfrewshire  Tontine  Inn,  which  was  tastefully 
decorated  with  evergreens  for  the  occasion.  The  chair  was 
taken  by  Professor  Wilson,  of  Edinburgh  (Christopher  North), 
supported  on  the  right  by  Mr.  Peddie,  and  on  the  left  by  the 
Rev.  Dr.  M^atchie,  of  Meams.  The  croupiers  were  John 
Oir,  Esq.;  William  Sharp,  Esq.;  and  Alexander  Campbell^ 
Esq.    The  Rev.  Dr.  Bums  officiated  as  chaplain. 

After  the  usual  loyal  and  pi^triotic  toasts, 
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The  Chairman  gave  the  toast  of  the  evemng,  and  said  he 
must  be  allowed  to  state  that  his  heart  beat  with  pleasure 
and  pride  on  visitiog  his  native  town.  Through  the  kind- 
ness and  partiality  of  his  friends  in  Paisley,  he  had  been 
chosen  to  preside  on  this  most  interesting  occasion.  As  long 
as  there  should  be  sense  left  in  his  brain  and  feeling  in  his 
heart,  he  should  feel  proud — ^too  proud,  he  was  afraid — of 
the  honour  which  had  been  conferred  on  him  that  day. 
Though  he  had  been  long  absent  from  this,  the  place  of  his 
nativity,  he  had  often  thought,  amidst  the  anxieties  and 
bustle  of  life  in  other  quarters,  whether  the  friends  he 
thought  so  much  about  here  had  forgotten  him.  Often, 
often  had  he  thought  of  his  f ather^s  house— often  had  he 
thought  of  those  blessed  hours,  when  one  kind  word  from  the 
much  respected  individual  whom  they  had  assembled  to 
honour,  afforded  more  real  and  unalloyed  pleasure  than  all 
the  satisfaction  his  poor  efforts  in  literature  had  ever  done. 
Many  of  the  individuals  with  whom  he  had  then  associated 
at  the  school  of  their  respected  teacher  had  wandered  into 
far  distant  countries,  sustaining  with  honour  aud  applause 
the  enviable  character  of  British  merchants.  There  was  not 
one  in  the  company  but  must  look  back  with  feelings  of  emo- 
tion to  their  school  days — every  one  must  remember  some- 
thing delightful  in  that  period,  especially  if  they  were  passed 
in  the  good  town  of  Paisley,  and  under  the  guardianship  of 
their  much-respected  guest.  The  numbers  and  respect- 
ability of  the  present  company,  assembled  to  do  honour  to 
the  virtues  of  their  well-beloved  instructor,  must  be  highly 
flattering — ^but  that  was  not  the  word,  it  was  too  cold  and 
formal  a  term — ^it  must  be  highly  gratifying  to  him  to  feel, 
that,  in  their  manhood,  his  former  pupils  looked  with  venera- 
tion and  respect  on  his  grey  hairs.  This  was  no  cold  or 
unmeaning  ceremony — ^it  was  the  genuine  tribute  of  the 
heart  to  unstained  worth.  It  was  a  jubilee  to  celebrate  the 
meritorious  labours  for  fifty  years  of  a  man  who  was  always 
as  blameless  as  he  was  usef ol,  and  whose  whole  life  had 
been  devoted  to  the  training  of  youth  in  the  habits  of 
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decorum  and  rectltade,  without  whicli  qualities  no  happiness 

could  exist  in  this  world.     Did  they  not  all  know  how 

especially  their  former  teacher  was  gifted  by  nature  with 

powers  for  that  profession  which  he  had  chosen?     It  was 

his  method  rather  to  persuade  than  enforce;  and  they  all 

saw,  amidst    the  thoughtlessness  of    boyhood,  that  their 

teacher  was  a  good  man;  and  it  was  therefore  their  delight 

and  pride  to  please  him.     Sometimes  a  cloud  would  over- 

dbadow  his  brow;  but  it  was  succeeded  by  a  smile  of  pleasure 

as  gracious  and  benign  as  the  summer  sky.    In  his  seminary, 

children  of  all  ranks  sat  on  the  same  form.    In  that  school 

there  was  no  distinction,  except  what  was  created  by  superior 

merit  and  industry,  by  the  love  of  truth,  and  by  ability. 

The  son  of  the  poor  man  was  there  on  the  same  form  with 

the  sons  of  the  rich;  and  nothing  could  ever  drive  him  from 

his  rightful  status  but  misconduct  or  disobedience.      No 

person  would  deny  that  the  oflBce  of  a  teacher  of  youth  was 

one  of  the  most  important  in  the  world's  affairs.    A  surly  or 

ignorant  master  might  scathe  those  blossoms,  which  a  man 

of  sense  and  reflection,  by  his  fostering  care,  would  rear  up 

till  thqr  became  "bright  consummate  flowers"  of  knowledge 

and  virtue.    Soon,  very  soon  indeed,  do  boys  discover  whether 

the  master  should  be  a  king,  and  who  will  be  so,  if  he  be 

legitimate — ^that  is,  if   he  comport  himself  rightly,  with 

kindness  and  dignity,  according  to  the  wise  plan  adopted  by 

our  much  respected  guest.     He  was  really  a  legitimate 

monarch,  for  he  had  nothing  but  the  good  of  his  young 

subjects  at  heart.    After  some  playful  and  highly  poetical 

observations  of  the  talented  Professor,  which  were  received 

with  the  most  perfect  enthusiasm,  as  indeed  every  sentiment 

which  he  uttered  deservedly  was,  the  Chairman  said  they 

were  ready  to  allow,  perhaps  not  very  willingly,  by-the-bye, 

that  their  old  master  sometimes  frowned,  and  that  he  was 

not  altogether  perfect;  but  who  would  deny  that  for  one 

frown  he  had  a  thousand  smiles  to  cheer  on  his  youthful 

subjects.    But  when  he  talked  of  frowns,  they  were  now 

ready  to  confess  that  it  would  have  required  the  patience  of 
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Job  himself  to  have  put  up  sometimes  with  such  imps  as 
themselves.  They  all  could  remember  with  what  avidity 
and  delight  they  engaged  in  their  different  games,  but  thej 
could  also  recollect  that  even  ^^tig-tag"  itself  did  not  yidd 
them  so  much  true  happiness  as  when  thej  received  the 
countenance  and  approbation  of  their  master.  How  many 
kind  thoughts  and  good  wishes,  in  the  course  of  fifty  years, 
must  have  been  breathed  and  loudly  expressed,  when  he 
knew  it  not,  in  all  quarters  where  his  pupils  were  scattered, 
for  his  prosperity  and  welfare.  Some  of  his  scholars  had 
even  become  teachers  themselves — some  had  gone  into  the 
church,  and  he  (the  Chairman)  had  become  a  teacher  of  Moral 
Philosophy  in  a  University.  With  regard  to  his  own  attain- 
ments when  in  school,  he  had  sat  sometimes  as  dux,  some^* 
times  in  the  middle  of  the  class,  and  he  was  obliged  to 
confess  that  on  two  or  three  unfortunate  occasions  he  was 
absolutely  doU.  Their  beloved  teacher  had  now  reached 
near  to  three  score  and  ten  years,  but  he  hoped  he  would  yet 
see  many  days  beyond  that  allotted  term;  and  he  was  most 
sure  that  all  who  heard  him  wished,  in  the  sincerity  of  their 
hearts,  that  this  might  be  the  case.  If  his  years  were  so 
prolonged,  he  trusted  he  would  feel  happy  from  the  assurance 
that  he  possessed  the  respect  and  veneration  of  those  best 
able  to  judge  of  his  character  and  worth;  and  when  death 
knocked  at  the  door,  he  hoped  he  would  be  transported  from 
that  earth,  which  his  virtues  had  so  much  adorned,  to  heaven. 
But  they  had  no  cause  yet  to  suspect  that  this  would  soon 
be  the  case;  let  his  friends  be  of  good  cheer.  He  was  now 
(said  the  Chairman,  under  the  erroneous  impression  that  Mr. 
Peddie  had  relinquished  the  duties  of  the  Academy),  released 
from  his  labours,  and  was  now  about  to  enjoy — he  trusted 
for  a  long  period — a  life  of  dignified  ease,  cheered  by  the 
love,  respect,  and  good  wishes  of  all  who  knew  him.  After 
he  most  kindly  terms,  the  pleasure  his  pupils 
)1  in  being  honoured  occasionally  with  the 
3ir  former  teacher,  enjoying  his  conversation 
alking  over  their  boyish  pranks,  the  learned 
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Professor  concluded  with  proposing  as  a  toast — ^The  health, 
with  all  external  and  internal  honoors,  of  Mr.  Peddie. 

During  the  delivery  of  the  Chairman's  speech,  it  was 
frequently  applauded;  and,  at  the  conclusion,  after  the 
applause  had  subsided,  which  lasted  for  several  minutes, 

Mr.  James  Peddie  rose,  and  was  received  with  most 
enthusiastic  cheering.  He  said,  Chairman  and  gentlemen, 
I  have  not  words  adequate  to  express  the  sense  of  gratitude 
which  I  entertain  for  the  very  great  honour  you  now  do  me, 
and  the  kindly  feeling  you  have  evinced  towards  me  ;  and  it 
is  an  additional  gratification  that  the  toast  should  be  pro- 
posed by  one  of  the  first  geniuses  of  the  age,  who  is  an  orna- 
ment and  a  benefactor  to  society,  and  whose  works  have 
shed  a  lustre,  a  holy  lustre,  over  the  literature  of  his  country. 
The  manner,  too,  in  which  the  toast  has  been  received  by 
this  numerous  and  respectable  company,  is  entitled  to  my 
warmest  acknowledgments.  '  When  I  first  came  to  Paisley, 
I  met  with  a  very  friendly  and  cordial  reception  from  many 
of  the  best  and  most  respectable  characters  in  the  place. 
The  greatest  number  of  these  have  gone  to  another,  and,  I 
trust,  a  better  world,  but  whose  memories  I  must  ever 
cherish  in  grateful  remembrance.  The  welfare  and  success 
of  all  those  in  whose  education  I  have  had  any  share,  have 
been  an  object  of  my  most  anxious  solicitude,  and  in  the 
language  of  one  of  our  amiable  poets — 

"  Their  wel£are  pleased  me  and  their  oaree  diatreiflod." 
I  have  now  been  a  teacher  upwards  of  half-a-century — ^have 
always  enjoyed  a  full  share  of  public  and  most  respectable 
patronage.  As  to  my  success,  I  leave  others  to  judge,  but  I 
can  honestly  declare  that  I  have  always  done  my  duty  to  the 
best  of  my  ability,  and  certainly  with  the  best  intentions.  I 
now  wish  you,  gentlemen,  long  life,  prosperity,  and  happi- 
ness. 

Many  long  and  eloquent  speeches  followed  before  the 
proceedings  were  brought  to  a  close,  and  the  editor,  at  the 
end  of  the  report,  states  that  ^^  the  Chairman,  who  is  no 
flincher,  where  friendship  and  sociality  are  conjoined,  re- 
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mained  firm  at  his  post  until  three  o'clock  (morning),  when 
the  meeting  broke  up,  every  person  appearing  to  be  deeply 
gratified  with  the  intellectual  treat  he  had  enjoyed." 

The  last  advertisement  issued  by  Mr.  Peddie  appeared  on 
the  11th  August  previous,  and  was  as  follows: — "Mr.  Peddie 
respectfully  intimates  that  he  proposes  to  begin  an  alphabet 
class  on  Monday,  the  13th  curt.  English  Grammar  classes 
will  be  opened  when  a  sufficient  number  offers.  Landscape, 
flower,  and  figure  drawipgs  taught  at  12  o'clock  noon." 

Mr.  Peddie  did  not  long  survive  his  jubilee.  He  died, 
after  a  short  illness,  on  the  16th  December,  1832. 

He  was  bom  at  Chapelhill,  Logiealmond,  Perthshire. 
His  father  was  land  steward  on  the  Logiealmond  estate. 
He  and  his  brother  John,  the  future  Rector  of  the  Paisley 
Grammar  School,  were  educated  first  at  their  parish  school, 
then  at  Perth,  and  completed  then:  studies  at  the  University 
of  St.  Andrews.  Almost  nothing  is  known  of  them  farther, 
until  they  came  to  Paisley.  James  was  married  to  a  daughter 
of  Captain  Smith,  of  Greenock,  but  had  no  family.  We 
have  no  means  of  knowing  what  circumstances  induced  him 
to  come  to  Paisley,  and  the  first  notice  we  have  regarding 
him  is  when  he  was  appointed  to  the  English  School  on 
26th  February,  1787,  after  Mr.  Thomas  Fleming  had 
decUued  it.  At  the  Jubilee  dinner  he  himself  said  that  he 
had  "  been  a  teacher  upwards  of  half-arKjentury."  As  those 
gentlemen  (among  whom  was  Mr.  Robert  Wylie,  writer, 
Paisley,  a  relative  of  Mr.  Peddie's)  who  erected  the  memorial 
stone  at  his  grave,  put  upon  it  that  he  was  a  **  teacher  in 
Paisley  for  the  long  period  of  forty-six  years,"  he  most, 
therefore,  have  been  a  teacher  for  more  than  four  years 
in  some  other  place.  Most  probably  he  knew  of  the  vacancy 
through  some  of  his  friends  in  town,  and  hence  his  *' appli- 
cation to  the  Town  Council,"  which  was  accepted.  The  ap- 
pointment of  his  brother  to  the  Rectorship  of  the  Grammar 
School,  some  nine  years  later,  would  most  likely  be  brought 
about  through  his  influence  and  recommendation.  When 
the  new  school  was  erected  in  School  Wynd,  in  1788,  Mr. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


PAISLEY  ENGLISH   SCHOOL.  307 

Peddie  did  not  occupy  the  lodging  above  the  class-roota;  nor 
did  he  go  there  till  Whitsunday,  1801,  and  he  left  it  at 
Whitsunday,  1804,  when  he  went  to  live  with  his  brother 
in  the  dwelling-house  above  the  Grammar  School,  which  was 
then  rebuilt  in  Churchhill.  From  that  time  till  his  death, 
tlie  two  brothers  lived  together  there,  and  accumulated  a 
libraiy  of  considerable  extent,  comprising  the  best  works  both 
in  classical  and  general  literature.  After  the  death  of 
the  one  brother,  and  the  retirement  of  the  other  through  bad 
health,  the  library  was  sold  by  public  auction.  It  was 
described  as  a  **  catalogue  of  books  of  the  late  Messrs. 
James  and  John  Peddie,  consisting  of  rare  and  valuable 
works,  mostly  in  handsome  bindings,  which  are  to  be  sold, 
by  auction,  in  the  Saracens'  Head  Inn,  Paisley,  on  Friday, 
31st  January,  and  Saturday,  1st  February,  1834,  and  follow- 
ing lawful  nights."  A  copy  of  this  catalogue  is  now  before 
us,  showing  that,  in  general  literature,  there  were  about 
1000  volumes ;  and,  of  classical  works,  above  200  volumes. 

Shortly  after  the  death  of  Mr.  Peddie,  a  meeting  of  his 
former  pupils  was  held  in  the  Court  Hall,  to  consider  a  pro- 
posal to  erect  a  monumental  stone  or  tablet  to  the  memory 
of  that  gentleman.  There  was  a  good  attendance,  and 
Provost  John  Orr  was  called  to  preside.  Kesolutions  were 
passed  to  erect  the  tablet,  and  a  committee  appointed  to 
collect  subscriptions,  to  make  all  necessary  arrangements, 
and  to  report  to  a  future  meeting  of  subscribers.  The  sub- 
scription was  limited  to  a  maximum  of  5s.  each.  The  gentle- 
men who  formed  this  committee  must  have  lacked  energy, 
for  it  was  1842,  nine  years  after,  before  anything  farther 
was  done  in  the  matter.  Mr.  Robert  Wylie,  on  behalf  of 
the  subscribers,  then  applied  to  the  Town  Council  for  per- 
mission to  insert  a  monumental  stone  or  tablet  in  the  wall  of 
the  High  Church  burying  ground,  at  the  spot  where  Mr. 
Peddie's  remains  were  interred.  He  stated  the  amount  of 
money  on  hand  was  about  £17.  The  permission  wanted 
was  granted,  and  the  stone  was  aflBxed  to  the  wall  in  July 
of  the  following  year.    It  bears  the  following  inscription : — 
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"  As  a  memorial  of  departed  worth,  this  stone  is  erected  near 
the  burial  place  of  Mr.  James  Peddie,  teacher  in  Paisley  for 
the  long  period  of  46  years,  by  a  number  of  friends  who 
enjoyed,  in  youth,  the  advantage  of  his  tuition ;  and,  in  more 
advanced  life,  the  pleasure  of  his  society  and  intimacy.  Died 
16th  December,  L832,  aged  70/'  This  tablet  was  executed 
by  Mr.  Hugh  Barclay,  of  Glasgow,  and  displays  considerable 
taste.     We  give  an  illustration  of  it. 

In  the  Paisley  Advertiser  of  22d  December,  1832,  there 
appeared  the  following  excellent  tribute  to  the  memory  of 
Mr.  Peddie*: — "  In  our  obituary  for  this  week  will  be  found 
the  name  of  Mr.  James  Peddie,  who,  for  nearly  fifty  years, 
conducted  the  Public  School  for  English  and  drawmg,  in 
this  town.  During  the  long  period  in  which  he  filled  this 
important  office,  he  was  favoured  with  unqualified  public 
approbation  and  esteem,  being  considered  not  only  a  gentle- 
man possessed  of  strong  natural  talent,  but  also  of  eminent 
professional  acquirements.  Few  individuals  charged  with 
the  education  of  youth  have  been  better  qualified  for  that 
important  trust,  or  more  eminently  successful  in  the  fulfil- 
ment of  it.  To  a  thorough  knowledge  of  the  useful  and 
ornamental  branches  which  he  taught,  Mr.  Peddie  joined  a 
clearness  and  precision  in  the  communication,  and  a  suavity 
of  manner,  which  told  with  powerful  effect  upon  his  pupils; 
of  whom  numbers,  in  after  life,  maintained  and  acknowledged 
a  deep  and  grateful  sense  of  the  benefit  they  received  from 
his  instructions.  Of  this  feeling  a  very  honourable  and 
gratifying  testimony  was  given  on  11th  February,  1831,  by 
a  public  dinner,  at  which  upwards  of  200  of  his  friends  and 
pupils  sat,  while  the  talented  chairman.  Professor  Wilson— 
also  a  pupil — ^gave  such  an  expression  to  the  sentiments  of 
esteem,  veneration,  and  affection  entertained  for  him,  as  will 
be  long  remembered  by  every  individual  then  present.  And 
many  of  them  have  still  the  pleasing  and  painful  recolleo? 
tion,  with  what  concise  expression  of  strong  feelings  oK 
departed  friend  replied  to  the  encomiums  so  liberal^ 
*  Written  by  Mr.  Thomas  Crichton. 
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bestowed  upon  him  during  that  happy  evening.  In  private 
Uf e  Mr.  Peddie  was  distrngpiished  for  many  of  those  dignified 
and  amiable  traits  which  characterise  the  Christian  and  the 
gentleman.  His  understanding,  highly  cultivated  by  reading 
and  reflection,  rendered  his  conversation  interesting  and 
improving ;  and,  being  possessed  of  a  lively  fancy,  strong 
powers  of  recollection,  and  facility  and  elegance  of  expres- 
sion, he  could  readily  draw  from  a  copious  store  of  enter- 
taining anecdote,  which  rendered  him  at  all  times  an  agree- 
able companion  to  the  social  circle.  Worn  out  by  the  fa- 
tigues of  a  laborious  profession,  he  has  departed,  sincerely 
regretted  by  his  numerous  friends,  while  the  many  objects  of 
his  weekly  charity  will  long  mourn  the  loss  of  their  kind 
benefactor." 

Mr.  James  Peddie,  along  with  his  brother,  became  a 
member  of  the  Merchants'  Society  on  3d  October,  1811 ; 
but  he  never  held  oflSce  in  it,  and  was  not  a  member,  so  far 
as  we  can  learn,  of  any  of  the  other  societies  in  Paisley. 

After  his  lamented  death,  the  Town  Council  lost  no  time 
in  advertising  for  a  successor.  The  candidates  for  the 
situation  were  Thomas  Brown,  Musselburgh ;  John  Reid, 
Glasgow;  J.  S.  Brown,  Paisley;  James  Graham,  Paisley; 
and  George  Stewart,  Glasgow.  The  Town  Council,  on  8th 
February,  1833,  made  choice  of  Mr.  John  Reid,  Teacher  in 
Millar's  Charity  School,  Glasgow,  who  was  also  appointed 
Session  Clerk  of  the  Middle  Parish.  Mr.  Reid  was  a  native 
of  the  Parish  of  Ochiltree  in  Ayrshire,  and  when  a  student 
of  Moral  Philosophy  and  Mathematics,  in  the  University  of 
Glasgow,  he  was  appointed  Teacher  of  Hutchison's  Charity 
School,  Paisley,  a  situation  which  he  held  from  1827  till  1831, 
when  he  was  appointed  Teacher  of  Millar's  Charity  School, 
Glasgow.  His  departure  from  Paisley  was  much  regretted, 
and  his  appointment  now  by  the  Town  Council,  gave 
great  satisfaction  in  the  Town,  as  he  was  an  excellent  scholar, 
an  enthusiastic  teacher,  and  in  every  way  a  worthy  succes- 
sor of  the  late  Mr.  James  Peddie.  The  conditions  of  his 
appomtment  to  the  English  School  were — "(1.)  He  is  to 
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have  a  free  school  provided  by  the  community.  (2.)  He 
shall  be  bound  to  confine  himself,  during  ordinary  school 
hours,  to  the  teaching  of  English  and  Geography.  (3.)  The 
election  shall  be  annual  at  the  Michaelmas  Head  Court,  any 
law  or  practice  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding.  (4.)  He 
shall  not  be  at  liberty  to  leave  his  situation  without  giving 
three  months'  notification,  in  writing,  of  his  intention  to  do  so. 
(5.)  Should  he  not  be  re-elected  at  any  annual  Michaelmas 
Head  Court,  he  shall  be  bound,  without  any  notification  other 
than  that  of  his  non-election  by  the  Town-Clerk,  in  writing,  to 
quit  his  situation  and  give  up  his  school  room  at  Whitsunday 
following."  There  was  no  salaiy  given  to  Mr.  Reid,  or  his 
predecessor. 

Mr.  Reid's  first  announcement  in  the  newspapers  was  on 
23d  February,  and  was  as  follows : — *^Mr.  John  Reid  respect- 
fully intimates  that,  on  Tuesday,  the  26th  curt.,  he  will  open 
classes  for  the  various  branches  of  education  usually  taught 
in  his  seminary.     Public  hours — 10  to  12  A.M.,  and  1  to  3 
P.M.     Grammar  and  Composition  classes  for  young  ladies, 
from  4  to  5  p.m.,  and  for  young  gentlemen,  from  5  to  6  p.m. 
N.  B. — ^For  the  present  these  classes  will  meet  in  the  Gram- 
mar School."     In  the  following  month  Mr.  Reid  announced 
that  he  had  **  engaged  Mr.  Wilson  of  Glasgow,  to  conduct 
the  Drawing   and  Painting  department,   in   his   seminan\ 
Mr.   Wilson   has  been   devoted  to  the  cultivation  of  this 
elegant  and  useful  art  from  his  boyhood,  and  has  had  ex- 
tensive experience  as  a  Teacher  :  having  been  assistant  for 
several  years  to  Mr.  Knox,  the  celebrated  Painter,  late  of 
Brussels,  now  of  London."     In  August  of  the  same  year,  he 
intimated  that  he  would  open  a  class,  at  8  o'clock  in  the 
morning,  for  instruction  in  Geography  and  the  use    of  the 
Globes,  and  that  the  fee  for  the  course  would  be  one  guinea. 
"  llowing  year,  the   English  School  in  School 
►und  to  be  too  small  for  the  accommodation  of 
ipils,  and  the  Council  allowed  him  to  sublet  it, 
J  a  larger  and  more  suitable  one.     Another  pro- 
le, however,  viz.,  that  as  the  school-room  ^*  was 
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80  small  as  to  be  injurious  both  to  the  teacher  and  the 
scholars,**  as  stated  by  Provost  Hardie,  at  a  Council  meeting, 
*Hhe  flat  above,  occupied  as  a  dwelling  house,  should  be 
added  to  the  school.**  They  agreed  that  Mr.  Keid  should 
be  permitted  to  do  this,  but  on  condition  that  he  paid  the 
rent  usually  received  by  them.  That  plan,  however,  was 
not  carried  out,  and  the  result  of  the  negotiations  was  that 
Mr.  Reid,  in  the  following  year,  took  the  large  class-room. 
No.  4  Oakshaw  Street,  formerly  occupied  by  his  predecessor. 

Mr.  Reid*s  school  was  examined  for  the  first  time  in 
October,  1834,  by  the  Magistrates  and  the  Educational 
Committee  of  the  Town  Council,  and  took  place  in  the  old 
English  school-room.  We  take  the  following  extract  from 
the  Paisley  Advertiser  regarding  it: — **Thi8  gentleman's 
merits  as  a  teacher  are  already  so  well  appreciated  that  it  is 
almost  superfluous  for  us  to  advert  to  them.  Energy  and 
good  taste  are  alike  conspicuous  in  his  system  of  tuition. 
All  the  circumstances  connected  with  this  examination  were, 
with  one  exception,  agreeable,  the  one  disagreeable  circum- 
stance being  that  of  seeing  so  many  fine,  respectable-looking 
children  mewed  up  in  such  a  miserable  apartment  as  that 
with  which  Mr.  Reid  has  been  obliged  to  content  himself, 
under  the  denomination  of  a  class-room.  It  is  an  absolute 
disgrace,  a  crying  shame  to  our  town,  that  its  richer  classes 
should  not,  ere  this,  have  provided  a  class-room  in  which 
their  children  might  receive,  in  comfort  and  safety,  the  most 
important  branches  of  their  education — English,  reading, 
writing,  and  arithmetic." 

The  school  was  next  examined  on  29th  October,  1835,  in 
presence  of  the  Provost  and  Magistrates,  the  clergy  of  the 
Town  and  Abbey,  the  ministers  of  different  dissenting 
denominations,  John  Wilson,  Esq.  of  Thomly;  Messrs. 
Orr,  Sharp,  Bartholomew,  Macalister,  and  a  great  number 
of  ladies  and  gentlemen  interested  in  the  pupils.  In  the 
Patsley  Advertisery  at  that  time,  it  is  stated  **  that  the  classes, 
from  the  youngest  to  the  highest,  went  through  a  variety  of 
appropriate  exercises,  greatly  to  the  credit  of  themselves  and 
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their  teacher,  and  much  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  exanunar 
tors.  The  readings  and  recitations  were  distinguished  by 
accuracy,  distinctness,  and  unaffected  simplicity.  In  English 
Grammar  and  Geography  the  attainments  of  the  pnpils 
were  high,  and  the  correctness  and  extent  of  their  Scriptural 
knowledge  commanded  the  merited  applause  of  all  present 
The  Rev.  Dr.  Bums  opened  the  proceedings  with  prayer, 
and  they  were  closed  in  the  same  way  by  the  Bev.  Mr. 
Smart" 

In  the  following  year  the  School  was  examined  on  two 
occasions^ — ^in  July  and  October,  but  prizes  were  given  only 
at  the  latter. 

Mr.  Reid's  advertisement  on  27th  May,  1837,  was  as 
follows : — **  Mr.  Keid  takes  leave  to  intimate  to  the  parents 
and  guardians  of  his  pupils  that  he  will  resume  teaching  in 
the  Town's  English  School-room,  on  Tuesday  next  The 
classes  will  then  meet  separately,  a  plan  recommended  by  the 
ablest  writers  on  Education,  adopted  in  the  best  seminaries 
in  this  and  other  countries,  and  approved  by  the  School 
Committee  of  the  Town,  as  well  as  the  patrons  of  the  School. 
This  plan,  it  is  true,  requires  more  of  the  Teacher's  time 
than  the  obsolescent  one  of  having  all  the  pupils,  of  every 
class,  in  school  at  one  and  the  same  time,  but  it  enables  the 
Instructor  to  give  his  undivided  attention  to  those  who  are 
before  him,  and  the  learner  to  study  all  the  time  he  is  in 
school.  Habits  of  listless  inactivity  or  trifling  (the  bane  of 
education)  are  thus  prevented  from  being  formed,  while 
energy  and  zeal  are  everywhere  diffused  by  the  uninterrupted 
vigilance  of  the  Teacher,  and  the  necessarily  constant  appli- 
cation of  the  scholars  individually  and  collectively.  Public 
Grammar  Class — 9  to  10  A.M.  Senior  Reading  Classes— 
10  to  12.  Junior — 12  to  2.  Elocution,  Gnunmar,  and 
Composition — 4  to  6." 

For  a  long  time  past,  no  complaints  of  any  kind  had  been 
made  against  the  Teachers  in  any  of  the  Town's  schools; 
but  during  this  year,  we  find  that  "a  letter  from  Mr. 
Thomas  Watson,  complaining  of  the  conduct  of  Mr.  B^d, 
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Teacher  of  the  Town's  English  School,  towards  his  son, 
was  laid  before  the  Council,  and  remitted  to  two  of  the 
Bailies  as  a  Committee  to  meet  with  Mr.  Watson  and  Mr. 
Beid  on  the  subject."  This  matter  is  not  again  referred  to, 
and  so  mnst  have  been  of  a  trifling  nature. 

The  examination  of  the  school  in  October,  1837,  and  in 
1838,  were  probably  very  like  the  preceding  ones ;  but  they 
were  not  reported  in  the  newspapers  at  any  length. 

In  Mr.  Beid's  advertisement  of  his  classes  in  1840,  he 
intimated  that  he  would  be  ^'  happy  to  devote  an  hour  per 
diem  to  the  tuition  of  Granunar,  &c.,  in  any  of  the  respec^ 
table  seminaries  in  town,  for  young  ladies." 

He  was  appointed  Head  Master  of  St.  James  School, 
QIasgow,  and  on  20th  October,  1841,  he  sent  a  letter  to  the 
Council  resigning  his  situation ;  and  as  he  wished  to  depart 
immediately,  they  agreed  to  allow  him  to  do  so,  on  condition 
that  he  should  appoint  a  person  to  their  satisfaction  to  dis- 
charge the  duties  of  the  office  until  they  should  appoint  a 
successor,  or  until  the  expiry  of  the  three  months'  notice 
which  he  was  bound  to  give  in  terms  of  his  election. 

The  Council  immediately  advertised  the  situation;  and 
as  the  Bectorship  of  the  Qrammar  School  was  also  vacant, 
a  proposal  was  made  to  unite  the  two  establishments  by  con- 
verting the  dwelling-house  above  the  Grammar  School  into 
the  English  School;  but,  after  careful  consideration,  the 
proposal  was  abandoned.  On  7th  January,  1842,  Mr.  James 
Seid,  Teacher  of  the  Fleshers*  School,  Glasgow,  received 
the  appointment,  upon  the  same  conditions  as  his  predecessor. 
He  was  also  appointed  Session-Clerk  of  the  Middle  Parish. 

Mr.  James  Beid  was  bom  in  the  Parish  of  Kilwinning  on 
2nd  September,  1794.  On  the  death,  a  few  years  after- 
wards, of  his  father,  who  was  a  farmer  in  that  parish,  his 
mother  removed  with  her  family  to  the  village  of  Stevenson, 
where  he  obtained  a  good  education  at  the  Parish  School. 
On  leaving  it,  he  wrought  for  some  time  at  the  loom  as  a 
weaver.  His  strong  aspirations,  however,  towards  literature, 
gave  him  no  rest  till  he  quitted  it,  took  up  a  school  in  the 
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village,  and  devoted  his  time  to  teaching  and  self-cultivation. 
In  his  studies,  he  was  much  encouraged  and  aided  by  ibe 
late  Bev.  Dr.  Landsborough  of  Stevenson,  who  found  in  him 
an  apt  pupil  in  all  departments  of  learning.  His  next 
position  was  that  of  assistant  to  Mr.  Brown,  Bector  of 
Irvine  Academy,  afterwards  Dr,  Brown,  Bector  of  the 
Grammar  School  of  Greenock, — a  situation  which  he  held 
for  some  time,  and  which  was  exceedingly  favourable  to  his 
advancement  in  classical  learning.  At  the  end  of  his  term, 
he  went  to  Glasgow,  and  entered  as  a  student  in  the 
Humanity  and  Greek  Classes.  This  was  in  November,  1822. 
At  the  close  of  the  session,  he  gained  a  prize  in  the  Humanity 
Class.  During  the  course  of  the  second  session,  he  was 
appointed  Master  of  the  Fleshers'  School  in  Glasgow,  a 
situation  which  he  held  for  eighteen  years.  It  yielded  him 
a  regular  income,  and  gave  him  leisure  to  finish  his 
University  course,  and  good  opportunities  for  prosecuting 
his  studies  in  the  various  branches  of  Philosophy. 

Mr.  Beid's  first  advertisement  appeared  in  the  newspapers 
on  21st  January,  1842,  and  was  as  follows : — '^  James  Beid 
begs  respectfully  to  intimate  that,  on  Monday  first,  the  24th 
curt.,  he  will  open  the  following  classes  in  the  Town's 
English  School,  19  School  Wynd.  Public  Classes  for 
Beading,  Spelling,  Grammar,  and  General  Information,  from 
10  to  12  and  from  I  to  3.  Books  for  the  more  advanced 
classes — *The  Schoolmasters'  Collections,'  *Macculloch's 
Course  of  Beading,'  &c.,  with  a  dictionary  for  reference. 
The  system  of  initiation  will  be  that  which  was  so  long  and 
so  successfully  pursued  by  Dr.  Angus  of  Glasgow.  Private 
Classes — 1st,  for  Grammar  and  Composition,  from  4  to  5 
p.m.;  2nd,  Geography  (with  the  use  of  maps  and  globes) 
and  Exercises  in  Composition,  from  5  to  6  p.m. :  Text 
Book,  *  Anderson's  Geography;'  3rd,  for  History  and 
Exercises  in  Composition,  from  6  to  7  p.m. :  Text  Bcd^ 
<Keightley's  Outlines  of  History.'^ 

For  some  time  very  few  scholars  attended  his  classes,  and 
the  task  he  had  undertaken  was  very  discouraging;  bat  be 
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manfully  persevered.  When  his  superior  qualifications  were 
better  known,  the  different  classes  in  the  school  became 
well  filled,  and  at  the  public  examination  in  October,  1844, 
we  find  that  he  had  for  some  time  been  employing  an 
assistant 

The  school  was  annually  examined  in  the  presence  of  the 
Town  Councillors,  the  Clerg3rmen  of  the  town,  and  the 
parents  and  friends  of  the  scholars. 

At  a  meeting  of  Council,  on  8th  January,  1850,  the 
Provost  stated — "  That  in  consequence  of  the  increase  of 
scholars  in  the  Town's  English  School,  and  for  their  better 
accommodation,  it  was  the  intention  of  Mr.  Keid,  the  present 
Master,  with  permission  of  the  Council,  to  enlarge  the  school 
by  erecting  an  addition  thereto,  extending  northward  upon 
the  playground,  along  the  east  boundary  of  the  Town's  pro- 
perty, the  expense  of  which  would  be  wholly  paid  by  him ; 
and  that  it  was  his  wish  that  the  school  generally  should  be 
put  into  a  proper  state  of  repair."  They  agreed  to  grant 
permission  to  proceed  with  the  proposed  addition  to  the 
school,  and  to  allow  a  sum  to  assist  in  the  way  of  general 
repairs.  This  proposed  building  and  these  alterations  were, 
however,  never  gone  into ;  but  some  time  afterwards  Mr. 
Beid  removed  his  classes  to  No.  4  Oakshaw  Street,  where 
his  two  predecessors  had  taught,  and  the  Council  allowed 
him  to  let  the  Old  English  School. 

In  1863  the  Town  Council  sold  the  Old  English  School 
property,  and  invested  the  proceeds  in  the  funds  for  the 
erection  of  the  new  buildings. 

He  continued  to  conduct  his  classes  there  down  till  1863, 
when  the  property  was  taken  down  to  make  way  for  the  new 
academy.  While  it  was  being  erected  he  went  back  to  the 
Old  English  School,  and  remained  there  till  the  vacation  of 
1864,  when,  as  already  stated,  he  was  appointed  Head 
Master  of  the  English  Department  in  the  New  Academy, 
to  which  his  pupils  were  transferred  on  1st  September,  1864. 
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CHAPTER  VI. 

THE  HISTORY  OF  THE  PAISLEY  COMMERCIAL  SCHOOL 
1762  to  1853. 


A  TEACHER  of  Writing  and  Arithmetic  is  fint  men- 
tioned in  the  Council  Records  nnder  date  of  22nd 
January,  1762.  Previous  to  that  time  those  branches 
were  taught  both  in  the  Qrammar  School  and  in  the  Town's 
English  School ;  but  the  rapid  increase  of  the  population 
and  extension  of  the  commercial  relations  of  the  town  now 
demanded  something  more  and  something  better.  At  the 
above  date  the  Council  elected  ^^  David  Watson,  Minto-upon- 
Teviot,  to  be  Public  Writing  Master  and  Accountant  within 
the  Burgh,  and  that  during  his  good  behaviour.**  His  yearly 
salary  was  to  be  £8  and  the  school  wages — ^to  be»  for 
Writing,  One  Shilling  per  month ;  Writing  and  Arithmetic^ 
One  Shilling  and  Sixpence ;  and  for  Book-Keeping,  *'  as  he 
and  his  scholars  can  agree."  For  some  reason  or  oth^, 
however,  Mr.  Watson  did  not  accept  the  appointment,  and 
the  Council,  on  23rd  April  following,  elected  in  his  stead 
Mr.  Robert  Smith,  Schoolmaster  at  Kinnaird,  under  the 
same  conditions  as  to  salaiy  and  school  wages.  In  the  first 
appointment  the  situation  of  the  school  is  not  mentioned,  but 
in  this  case  the  Writing  School  is  stated  to  be  ^'  the  east 
end  of  the  Grammar  School  House,  presently  possessed  by 
Peter  Reid." 
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Mr.  Bobert  Smith  died  in  1770,  and  on  8th  September 
in  that  year  Mr.  Ebenezer  Macome,  Schoolmaster  in  Kil- 
bride, was  elected  to  fill  his  place.  The  ^yearly  salaiy  was 
fixed  at  one  hmidred  pounds  Scots  (£8  fis.  Sd.),  besides  a 
house  for  teaching''  in,  and  the  school  wages  were  to  be  the 
same  as  those  arranged  for  his  predecessors.  This  salaiy 
of  a  hundred  pounds  Scots  has  never  been  increased,  and 
continues  to  be  paid  at  the  present  time. 

In  1781  the  Town  Council  agreed  **  to  build  a  house  of 
two  stories  at  the  head  of  the  yard,  purchased  from  James 
Whyte,  in  School  Wynd,  for  a  Writing  School,  but  to  be 
planned  so  as  to  answer  for  a  dwelling-house  if  necessary ; 
and  they  appointed  the  committee  having  the  charge  of  the 
erection  of  the  Middle  Church  to  superintend  this  one  also." 
This  was  the  Educational  Institution,  afterwards  known  as  the 
Town's  Commercial  School,  in  Meeting  House  Lane.  It 
consisted  of  one  class-room,  thirty  feet  long,  eighteen  feet 
broad,  ceiling  eleven  feet  high  ;  and  the  second  storey  was 
adapted  for  a  dwelling-house;  but  the  records  do  not  furnish 
any  particulars  as  to  the  cost  of  erection.  We. give  an 
illustration  of  the  elevation  of  this  building  as  it  fronts 
Meeting  House  Lane.  Outwardly  it  is  still  the  same  as 
when  it  vras  erected,  and  when  Mr.  Ebenezer  Macome  and 
his  pupils  were  transferred  to  it  from  ^  the  east  end  of  the 
Granunar  School.'*  The  first  and  only  accoimt  we  can  find 
of  an  examination  of  Mr.  Macome's  School  is  in  the  Glas^ 
gow  Courier^  in  September,  1793,  when  the  other  Town's 
schools  were  examined.  This  advertisement  states  that  ^^the 
many  specimens  of  good  writing  produced  showed  the  great 
attention  given  by  Mr.  Macome  to  the  numerous  children 
under  his  care."  Although  the  other  teachers  were  annually 
re-elected  at  the  head  courts  in  October,  yet  we  find  no  re- 
ference made  to  Mr.  Macome  till  8th  October,  1802,  when 
the  Council  ^^continued  Mr.  Bobert  Macome  to  be  Writing- 
Master  in  the  room  of  Mr.  Ebenezer  Macome,  lately 
deceased,  till  Whitsunday  next."  It  thus  appears  that  Mr. 
Ebenezer  Macome  was  Writing-Master  for  the  long  period 
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of  thirty-two  yean.  He  appears  to  have  discharged  his  duties 
to  the  satisf action  of  the  Council  and  the  oommnnitj,  is 
no  oompUdnts  were  at  any  time  made  against  him.  His 
saccessor,  Mr.  Bobert  Macomi%  was  his  nepheipr,  and  from 
the  fact  that  he  was  continoed  to  fill  the  atnaticm  for  a 
temp(Hsry  period,  on  the  death  of  his  ande,  most  have  been 
acting  as  an  assistant  in  the  schooL  The  Council  advertised 
in  the  Caledonian  Mercury  and  Edinburgh  Adoertieer  ^for 
a  Master  for  the  vacant  Pablic  School,  to  teach  writing, 
arithmetic,  book-keeping,  and  other  branches  therewith  con- 
nected.** On  the  10th  December  following,  Mr.  Bobert 
Maoome  was  preferred  to  any  of  the  other  candidates^  and 
elected  to  succeed  his  uncle.  A  year  after  his  appointment, 
Mr.  Macome  applied  to  the  Council  to  have  his  brother,  Mr. 
Alexander  Macome,  associated  with  him.  Although  the 
records  do  not  state  whether  the  request  was  complied  with 
or  not,  yet  there  is  no  doubt  it  was,  for  on  23rd  June,  1807, 
Bobert's  name  is  dropped,  and  Alexander  is  designated 
Master  of  the  Writing  School  without  any  e]q>lanation. 
Mr.  Bobert  Macome  would  thus  seem  to  have  died  sometime 
in  the  course  of  1806-7,  and  to  have  enjoyed  his  office  for 
only  about  five  years.  How  long  he  acted  as  assistant  to  his 
uncle  prior  to  1802,  we  have  no  means  of  knowing,  but  con- 
sidering his  uncle's  age,  very  likely  for  some  years.  After 
the  erection  of  the  school  in  1781,  Mr.  Ebenezer  MaccHne 
lived  in  the  lodging  above  till  his  death,  and  the  Coondl 
records  show  that  his  successors  did  so  also  down  to  1813; 
Mr.  Bobert  Macome  from  Whitsunday,  1803,  to  Whitsun- 
day, 1806. 

The  two  brothers,  Bobert  and  Alexander  Macome,  were 
bom  in  Inverness,  the  former  in  March,  1770,  and  the  latter 
in  1772.  Their  father,  the  brother  of  Ebenezer  Macmne, 
whose  name  was  Bobert,  was  also  a  teacher.  When  the 
"Rftinir^g  School,  Inverness,  was  erected  in  1759,  he  was  ap- 
pointed the  Master,  and  continued  there  till  his  death  in 
1806.  Their  ancestors  came  to  Inverness  from  Besoles,  near 
Cromarty,  and  the  name  was  mginally  pronounced  M^Omk 
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or  M*Camief  but  the  two  brothers,  as  well  as  their  uncle, 
Ebenezer,  changed  their  name  to  *^  Macome"  on  coming  to 
Paisley.  Alexander  Macome  was  for  some  time  Master  of 
the  Grammar  School  of  Fortrose,  for,  when  married  in  1798, 
he  is  80  described  in  the  marriage  certificate. 

No  increase  had  been  made  in  the  fees  of  the  scholars 
since  1770 ;  but  at  this  time,  1807,  and  also  in  the  two  fol- 
lowing years,  Mr.  Alexander  Macome  petitioned  the  Council 
to  have  them  augmented,  and  they  agreed  to  allow  him  to 
charge  seven  shillings  and  sixpence  per  quarter,  but  to  in- 
clude pens  and  ink.  In  1813,  after  a  similar  applica- 
tion, they  authorized  him  ^^  to  charge  not  more  than  eight 
shillings  and  sixpence  per  quarter,  and  as  formerly  to  furnish 
pens  and  ink  to  the  scholars,  without  any  extra  payment.'' 

We  find  1^0  reference  to  any  examination  of  the  school 
from  1793,  down  till  June,  1814,  when  an  advertisement 
appeared  in  the  Glasgow  Courier^  giving  an  account  of  one 
having  then  taken  place.  It  is  as  follows : — "In  the  Writing 
School,  taught  by  Mr.  Macome,  the  copy  books  in  daily  use 
were  presented,  which  were  found  uniformly  neat  and  clean, 
and  afforded  many  excellent  specimens  of  penmanship. 
While  the  knowledge  of  the  principles  of  arithmetic,  book- 
keeping, and  mathematics,  displayed  by  his  pupils,  was  a 
most  gratifying  proof  of  the  accuracy  and  success  with 
which  these  important  branches  of  education  are  taught  in 
this  seminary."  The  accounts  of  the  examiaations  were 
continued  yearly  after  this,  and  were  published  down  till 
1824  in  the  Glasgow  newspapers,  and,  after  that  time,  in  the 
Paisley  Advertiser  newspaper.  They  are  all  in  much  the 
same  terms.  Mr.  John  Mann  acted  as  assistant  to  Mr. 
Macome  for  several  years  at  this  period. 

In  1823  Mr.  Macome  made  a  representation  to  the  Council 
regarding  the  bad  condition  of  the  schoolroom,  and  wished 
them  to  erect  a  new  one ;  but  after  considering  the  matter, 
^'they  united  in  thinking  that  the  idea  of  building  a  new 
school  was  not  to  be  indulged.''  They  agreed,  however,  if 
he  could  procure  another  schoolroom  to  their  satisfaction,  to 


Digitized  by 


Google 


320  THB  HI8T0BT  OF  THE 

allow  him  the  rent  they  might  obtain  lor  the  old  school^ 
room^  and  also  to  furnish  him  with  desks  and  forms. 
Nothing  was  done,  however,  to  f  mrther  the  matter,  and  it  is 
not  afterwards  referred  to. 

On  12th  Febmary,  1825,  the  following  advertisement 
appeared  in  the  PcdsUy  Advertiser: — "Mr,  Macome  will 
open  a  Beginners*  Class  for  Writing  on  the  Monday  after 
the  Fair.  Terms,  including  the  expense  of  pens  and  ink, 
six  shillings  per  quarter.  Also,  a  Glass  for  Book-keeping. 
Such  of  his  scholars  as  attend  from  1  to  2  o'clock  will 
have  an  opportunity  of  improving  themselves  in  Spelling 
by  writing  to  dictation,  and  his  more  advanced  writers  will 
have  access  to  a  variety  of  the  best  models  for  business 
hands,  both  in  copperplate  and  manuscript.  No  care  (ff 
expense  is  spared  to  promote  the  improvement  of  his  papik" 

At  the  annual  examination  of  the  Town's  Schools  in 
June,  1825,  "the  first  in  order  of  examination  was  the 
Commercial  School  taught  by  Mr.  Macome,  in  which  many 
excellent  specimens  of  penmanship  were  exhibited,  and  the 
knowledge  of  the  principles  of  Arithmetic,  Book-keepings 
Mathematics,  and  Geography,  displayed  by  the  pupils, 
affording  gratifying  evidence  of  the  skill  with  which  these 
most  valuable  branches  are  taught."  No  prizes,  however, 
were  awarded  to  the  scholars. 

In  an  advertisement,  dated  February  of  the  following 
year,  the  name  of  the  school,  "The  Town's  Writing  School,'' 
appears  as  the  "Town's  Conmiercial  and  Mathematical 
School;"  and  it  is  also  stated  that  "Mr.  Macome  and  assistant 
will  open,  on  Monday  next,  a  class  for  beginners  in  Writing. 
Also,  a  class  for  Book-keeping.  On  the  first  Monday  of 
March,  Mr.  M.  will  conunence  his  summer  course  of  Geo- 
graphy, embracing,  according  to,  the  approved  practice  of 
^e  late  Mr.  Denholm  of  Glasgow,  an  experimental  illustra- 
tion of  such  principles  of  Natural  Philosophy  as  are  referred 
to  in  geographical  works.  N.B. — Scholars  for  Arithmetic 
and  practical  Mathematics  admitted  at  any  time  of  the 
year."    After  this,  the  advertisements  regarding  his  classes 
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do  not  vary  veiy  mach ;  but  in  1827  he  annonnced  that, 
''  having  relinqnished  the  nsual  Candlemas  gifts,  he  hopes 
his  employers  will  indulge  him  in  accommodating  his  school 
quarters  to  the  quarters  or  seasons  of  the  year ;''  and  at  the 
^d  of  this  year,  he  advertised  the  opening  of  separate 
classes  for  Geography  for  both  ladies  and  gentlemen,  ^^the 
course  to  be  completed  in  four  and  a  half  months,  and  to 
embrace  ten  lectures,  with  experiments,  on  such  natural 
phenomena  as  are  prominently  noticed  in  geographical 
writings,  and  the  fee  to  be  one  guinea."  In  1833,  he 
intimated  that,  ^'besides  the  branches  belonging  to  his 
ffltuation,  he  had  no  objections  to  give  lessons  in  English 
Grammar,  Latin,  and  epistolary  composition, — ^the  fee 
10s.  6d.  per  quarter."  In  the  following  year,  1834,  he 
stated  that  ^^  in  conformity  with  the  practice  of  most  of  his 
professional  brethren  in  town,  he  will  hereafter  charge  his 
pupils  according  ta  the  number  of  hours  per  day  in  which 
they  may  attend — ^viz.,  for  one  hour^s  writing  or  arithmetic, 
5s.  per  term  of  twelve  weeks ;  and  one  hour  of  mathematics 
for  twelve  weeks,  10s.  per  quarter;  Is.  in  addition  for  each 
additional  hour." 

His  pupils  held  him  in  very  high  estimation,  for  we  find 
that  on  27th  December,  1834,  he  was  presented  by  the 
young  gentiemen  attending  his  school  with  an  elegant  pair 
of  modem  globes.  Master  John  Yuill,  in  making  the 
presentation,  addressed  him  as  follows: — ^^Sir, — In  the  name 
of  my  f ellow-ficholars  and  myself,  I  present  you  with  these 
^obes  as  a  mark  of  our  gratitude  for  your  kind  attentions 
and  zealous  efforts  for  our  improvement  ever  since  we  had 
the  happiness  of  being  under  your  care,  and,  also,  of  our 
esteem  of  those  talents  by  which,  during  so  long  a  period, 
you  have  refreshed  the  youth  of  Paisley  in  their  ardent 
thirst  for  knowledge,  by  opening  up  to  them  the  various 
branches  of  mathematical  and  philosophical  science,  which 
you  profess  and  so  ably  conduct.  We  beg  your  acceptance 
of  our  offering,  and  that  you  will  excuse  the  few  words  with 
which  we  have  introduced  it." 
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To  this  presentation  and  address,  the  good  old  man  made 
the  following  feeling  and  able  reply: — 


''  My  Dear  Papils,  I  receive  with  the  liveliest  satiafaction  your 
handsome  present,  not  more  for  its  intrinsic  yalne,  than  for  the  testi- 
mony it  affords  of  your  kind  regards  towards  me.     Next  to  the 
satisfaction  arising  from  the  consciousness  of  an  honest  endeavour  to 
discharge  the  important  trust  confided  to  me,  it  is  most  grateful  to 
my  feelings  to  know  that  I  possess  a  place  in  your  esteem  and 
affection.     A  teacher's  authority  over  his  pupils  is  a  delegated 
authority,  made  over  to  him  by  their  parents,  for  a  parental  purpose, 
viz  : — ^to  impart  that  knowledge  and  form  those  habits  which  are 
necessary  to  their  future  usefulness  and  respectability  in  life.     And 
if  a  parental  chaige  is  thus  committed  to  us,  does  it  not  generate  a 
parental  interest  in  your  welfare  ?     Is  there  a  teacher  of  youth  who 
regards  the  emoluments  of  his  office,  as  the  only,  or  even  the  chi^ 
pleasure  he  desires  from  his  professional  labours  7     Then,  I  say,  I 
have  no  community  of  feeling  with  a  spirit  so  sordid.     Such  an 
individual  is  incapable  of  appreciating  Hie  emotion  which  the  sight 
of  your  handsome,  but  unsolicited  present  excites,  and  will  continue 
to  excite,  in  my  breast.  It  would,  however,  greatly  detract  from  my 
present  satisfaction  if  I  thought  your  gift  would  lead  any  of  you  to 
expect  from  it  a  relaxation  of  the  necessary  discipline  of  the  School. 
Such  an  effect  would  be  the  reverse  of  beneficial  to  you  ;  and,  if  my 
duty  should  hereafter  require  me  to  act  contrary  to  your  wishes,  I 
must,  in  this  case,  like  the  woman  of  Macedon,  appeal  firom  Philip 
when  drunk  to  Philip  when  sober — ^from  the  hasty  dictate  of  youth- 
ful feeling  to  the  sober  decision  of  more  mature  years.      I  condode 
with  returning  you  my  best  thanks  for  your  present,  and  expressing 
my  cordial  wishes  for  your  welfare  ;  that  you  may  prove  a  comfort 
to  your  parents,  and  a  credit  to  your  teachers,  and  that  you  may  be 
spared  to  become,  by  the  blessing  of  Providence,  intelligent,  virtu- 
ous, and  useful  members  of  society." 


At  the  examination  in  1835,  the  prizes  for  the  classes  in 
Mathematics  were  provided  by  John  Wilson,  Esq.  of  Hurlet, 
and  consisted  of  copies  of  Woods'  Algebra  and  Bland's 
Algebra.  In  presenting  them,  he  said  that  he  had  studied 
Mathematics  for  sixty  years^  and  would  state^  to  the  honour 
of  the  pupils,  that  he  had  never  met  vrith  young  men  having 


Digitized  by 


Google 


PAISLBT    OOBfMEBdAL    SCHOOL.  323 

such  a  perfect  knowledge  of  Mathematics,  and  complimented 
Mr.  Macome  as  a  successful  teacher  of  those  subjects. . 

At  this  time,  Mr.  Macome  had  filled  the  sitoation  for 
upwards  of  thirty  years.  He  was  getting  old  and  infirm^ 
and  wished  to  retire,  provided  some  small  allowance  could 
be  secured  to  him.  Accordingly,  in  September,  1838,  he 
applied  to  the  Council  to  see  how  this  proposal  could  be 
carried  out,  and  they  appointed  the  School  Committee  to 
meet  with  him  to  consider  what  could  be  done  and  to  report. 
At  their  meeting  in  the  following  month,  'Hhe  Provost 
stated  that  he  and  the  Treasurer  had  seen  Mr.  Macome, 
and  learned  that  he  was  willing  to  retire  at  Martinmas  next 
on  condition  of  receiving  during  his  lifetime  his  present 
annual  salary  of  £8  6s.  8d.,  and  that  his  successor  should 
besides  pay  him  £15  13s.  4d.,  making  in  all  £24 ;  and  they 
agreed  that  an  advertisement  should  be  inserted  in  the 
Paisley  newspapers  for  a  successor  on  these  terms."  At  the 
meeting  of  Council,  in  the  following  month,  *^  it  was  stated 
that  a  meeting  of  persons  interested  in  Education  had  been 
held,  and  that  it  had  been  proposed  at  that  meeting  that,  la 
order  to  induce  individuals  properly  qualified  to  come 
forward  as  candidates  for  the  office  of  Teacher,  a  sum  of  £40 
should  be  raised  annually  for  the  purpose  of  assisting  the 
teacher  who  might  be  appointed,  provided  the  Town  Council 
were  willing  to  allow  the  subscribers  a  voice  in  the  election.** 
The  Council  entertained  the  proposition  favourably ;  but  all 
this  well-meant  negotiation  came  to  nothing,  and  Mr. 
Macoxne  had  to  labour  for  six  years  longer.  The  failure  of 
the  scheme  arose  thus : — ^The  subscribers  to  the  £40,  that 
was  to  be  raised  annually,  wished  to  have  the  nomination  of 
the  successor,  and  the  Council  to  confirm  the  appointment; 
while  the  Council  wished  that  he  should  be  elected  by  an 
equal  number  of  subscribers  and  Councillors. 

In  January,  1841,  several  students  belonging  to  the  Town 
entertained  their  old  teachers,  Mr.  Macome  and  Dr.  Hunter, 
at  supper  in  the  Saracen's  Head  Inn.  The  chair  was  fiUed 
by  Mr.  Alex.  Findlay,  and  the  duties  of  the  croupier  were 
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discharged  by  Mr.  Armour.  Besides  the  speakers  who  pro- 
posed the  healths  of  the  two  guests^  there  were  others  who 
referred  to  the  good  feeling  that  had  always  existed  between 
these  two  teachers  and  also  among  their  pupils,  and  how 
delightful  it  was  to  look  back  to  these  times. 

Ixk  October,  1844,  Mr.  Macome  made  another  attempt  to 
obtain  a  small  retiring  allowance  on  resigning  his  situation. 
He  proposed  that  he  should  receive  the  very  moderate  sum 
of  £5  per  quarter;  and  the  Council  readily  entertained  tiie 
proposal,  and  remitted  the  matter  to  a  Conmiittee  to  see  if 
<^any  arrangements  could  be  made  with  a  successes  to  pay 
Mr.  Macome  a  certain  retiring  allowance."  On  IStfa 
November  following,  Mr.  Thomas  Crichton,  Session-Gleik 
for  the  High  Parish,  died ;  and  the  Committee  of  Councfl 
recommended  that,  on  Mr.  Macome's  resignation,  he  should 
be  appointed  to  this  situation.  Its  emoluments  had  averaged 
for  several  years  previously  about  £24  a-year,  and  its  duties 
were  very  light,  and  conld  easily  be  performed  by  him. 
Mr.  Macome  at  once  agreed  to  this  arrangement,  resgned 
his  situation,  and  was  appointed  Session-Clerk  of  the  EB^ 
Parish ;  and  thus  the  excellent  and  intelligent  old  man  was 
relieved  from  the  arduous  labour  of  the  school  he  had  ocmi- 
ducted  for  about  forty  years. 

Mr.  Thomas  Grichton,  as  abeady  stated,  was  appointed 
Session  Clerk  of  the  High  Church  on  25th  January,  1805, 
and  had  thus  filled  that  situation  for  the  long  period  of  39 
years.  He  was  bom  in  Paisley  on  7th  January,  1761,  and 
was  thus  83  years  of  age  at  his  death.  In  July,  1791,  he 
was  chosen  to  be  Master  of  the  Town's  Hospital,  and  con- 
tinued to  teach  the  children  living  there,  and  to  act  as 
Governor  till  his  death,  which  happened  very  suddenly  while 
he  was  copjdng  out  some  of  his  own  verses : 


Isaiah,  Jadah's  Bard,  in  Btraimi  sablime 
ShaU  gain  new  glories  through  roTolving  time; 
The  fate  of  empree  hear  the  prophet  ting 
The  matohleea  glories  of  the  Eternal  King, 
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And  guide  the  darkened  mind  to  radiant  light. 
Beyond  all  earthly  splendonr  glo 


The  pen  fell  from  his  fingers  while  he  wa3  writing  the 
last  word,  and  although  his  wife  and  one  of  his  daughters 
were  near  him  at  the  time^  he  was  dead  before  they  got  to 
his  side.  He  possessed  very  considerable  abilities,  and  pub- 
lished several  works,  both  in  prose  and  verse.  His  first 
effort  in  poetry,  so  far  as  we  know,  was  printed  in  1785,  and 
was  entitled,  **  The  Sports  (rf  Winter,"  a  poem  inscribed  to 
the  curlers  of  Paisley.  His  largest  and  perhaps  his  best 
woric  was  ^^  The  Library,  a  Poem,''  published  in  1803,  and 
dedicated  to  the  President  and  Curators  of  the  Paisley 
Library  Society,  which  had  been  formed  the  previous  year. 
Li  1805  he  published  an  ode  to  the  memory  of  Lord  Nelson, 
on  the  news  of  the  battle  of  Trafalgar. 

He  was  the  author  also  of  a  biographical  sketch  of 
Alexander  Wilson,  the  poet  and  ornithologbt,  of  whom  he 
had  been  an  intimate  acquaintance  and  correspondent.  The 
memoir  first  appeared  as  a  series  of  letters  to  a  friend, 
ugned  '<Senex"  in  The  Wetwen^a  Magazine  and  LUerary 
Companion^^  a  Paisley  periodical,  published  monthly,  between 
September,  1818,  and  August,  1819.  It  was  afterwards 
extended  and  published  in  a  small  8vo.  volume  of  88  pages ; 
but  as  only  twenty  copies  were  printed  the  work  is  now 
exceedingly  scarce,  and  commands  a  high  price. 

Mr.  Crichton  took  an  active  part  in  the  amiual  celebra- 
tions of  Wilson's  birth-day,  sometimes  presiding  and  furnish- 
ing an  original  ode  on  the  occasion,  or  some  interesting 
recollections  of  the  poet. 

Between  forty  and  fifty  years  ago  there  were  sometimes 
three  parties  commemorating  the  birth-day  at  the  same  time ; 
one  met  in  the  Saracen's  Head  Lm,  another  in  Mr.  Daniel 
Mitchell's,  Causeyside ;  another  in  Mr.  Andrew  Smith's, 
Bladda.  Mr.  Crichton  was  a  member  of  the  party  that  met 
in  the  Saracen's  Head  Inn.  At  the  gathering  on  6th  July, 
1833,  he  presided,  and,  among  the  toasts  that  were  given 
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that  evening  was  "  the  health  of  Mr.  David  Brodie,**  who 
had  prompted  and  encouraged  Wilson  in  his  earliest  literary 
efforts.  Mr.  David  Brodie  was  an  old  friend  of  Wilson's, 
and  a  teacher  in  Old  Sneddon  Street.  He  was  somewhat 
eccentric,  but  nevertheless  possessed  considerable  ability. 
His  advertisements,  regarding  his  school,  were  sometimes 
original;  one  was — 

WANTED, 

A  FEW  MOBE  SCHOLARS  OF  GOOD 

BEHAYIOUB, 

WHO  ARE  ABLE  AND  WILLINO  TO  PAY  WAGES^ 

BY 

DAVID  BRODIE, 

No.  33  OLD  SNEDDON. 

Another,  which,  in  his  early  days,  was  placed  over  the 

entrance  to  the  school,  was  even  more  laconic — 

A.  B.  0.,  &0., 

TAUGHT  HERE 

BY 

DAVID  BRODIE. 

He  by  no  means,  however,  confined  himself  to  the  initiatoiy 
branches  as  here  indicated;  for  he  was  a  good  arithmetician, 
and  had  many  scholars  well  advanced  in  the  higher  branches. 
He  was,  besides,  an  author,  and  published  in  1831  ^a  short 
set  of  book-keeping,  by  double  entry,  designed  as  an  exercise 
for  those  who  have  made  some  progress  in  the  art''  His 
dedication  of  this  work  is  truly  original  and  appropriate— 

"TO  ALL  WHO  HAVE  BEEN, 

NOW  ARE, 

OR  WHO  MAY  HEREAFTER  BE, 

MY  SCHOLARS, 

AND  TO  ALL   OTHERS   WHO   MAY    PURCHASE    THIS  BOOK, 

THE  SAME  IS  DEDICATED 

BY  THEIR  WELLWISHER, 

DAVTD  BRODIE.'' 

In  the  preface  he  states  that,  *^  in  aU  the  printed  systems 
which  the  author  has  perused,  whether  Scotch,  English,  or 
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American^  he  has  foimd  no  example  of  the  begiimiiig  and 
aiding  of  a  co-partnership  with  a  fixed  capital,  nor  of  the 
exdnsion  of  a  partner,  nor  of  a  failure  in  business.  In  order 
to  show  an  example  of  these  circumstances,  this  set  was 
originally  composed,  and  has  been  used  by  the  author  in  the 
coarse  of  his  teaching.^  The  names  of  the  three  partners, 
in  the  imaginaiy  firm,  are  Simon  Sober,  George  Gr^y,  and 
Thomas  Tipler.  The  set  of  book-keeping,  howeyer,  brings 
out  in  a  most  simple,  correct,  and  scientific  manner,  the 
operations  of  the  co-partnery ;  and  anyone  wishing  thoroughly 
to  understand  the  system,  could  not  study  a  better  book. 
This  industrious  and  ingenious  teacher  died  on  the  24th 
March,  1835,  in  the  74th  year  of  his  age. 

Mr.  Grichton  contributed  several  articles,  memoirs  of  local 
divines,  and  reviews  to  the  Scots*  Magazine^  the  Edinburgh 
Christian  Instructor^  and  other  periodicals  of  the  day.  Some 
of  these  were  afterwards  printed  separately ;  of  these,  the 
memoirs  of  the  following  Paisley  divines,  are  very  interest- 
ing : — ^Eev.  John  Findlay  of  the  High  Church ;  Eev.  John 
Wotherspoon  of  the  Low  Church;  Rev.  Dr.  Snodgrass  of 
the  Middle  Church ;  Bev.  John  Geddes  of  the  High  Church; 
and  the  Rev.  James  Baine,  the  first  minister  of  the  High 
Church.  The  memoir  of  Mr.  John  Love,  merchant. 
Paisley*  which  appeared  in  the  Paisley  Magazine  for 
1828,  was  also  from  his  pen.  He  became  an  elder  in 
the  Middle  Parish  Church  in  1798.  He  was  conscientious 
and  modest,  and  discharged  his  duties  of  Session  Clerk  and 
Preceptor  of  the  Town's  Hospital  to  the  satisfaction  of  all 
concerned.  He  was,  besides,  most  exemplaiy  in  aU  his  ways, 
quiet  and  unobtrusive,  and  much  esteemed  by  every  one 
who  knew  him. 

There  were  several  candidates  for  the  situation  after  Mr. 
Macome*8  resignation ;  from  among  whom,  at  the  meeting  of 
Council,  on  14th  Januaiy,  1845,  Mr.  Peter  M^Gilvray, 
Edinburgh,  was  chosen.  He  was  a  brother  of  Mr.  Alexander 
M*Gilvray,  so  well  known  in  Paisley  for  his  poetical  produc- 
tions.   He  introduced  himself  to  the  public  by  the  following 
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advertisement  in  the  newspapers,  dated  1st  Febmaiy,  1845: 
— **  Town's  Writing  and  Mathematical  School  Mr. 
MH3ilvray,  having  been  appointed  successor  to  Mr.  Macome 
in  the  Town's  Writing  and  Mathematical  School,  lespect- 
f nlly  intimates  that  he  will  open  classes  for  teaching  the 
following  branches  on  Monday  first.  Terms — ^Writing,  per 
quarter,  6s.;  Writing,  with  Arithmetic,  7s.  6d;  Book- 
Keeping,  per  sett,  10s.  6d. ;  Practical  Mathematics,  per 
quarter,  15s;  Euclid's  Elements  and  Algebra,  21s.;  Navi- 
gation, per  course.  Sis.  6d.  Finding  the  longitude  for 
chronometers,  and  lunar  distances  according  to  the  most 
approved  method  of  modem  practice,  21s.  Hours  of  attend- 
ance from  10  till  12  noon — 12  till  1  afternoon — 4  till  6  and 
7  till  9  evening." 

As  Mr.  Macome  was  now  relieved  from  the  responsible 
labours  of  the  schoolroom,  and  was  suffering  from  old  age 
and  its  accompanying  infirmities,  it  was  the  wish  of  many  of 
his  old  pupils  and  friends  that  he  should  be  presented  with 
some  suitable  acknowledgement  of  his  services  as  a  public 
teacher,  and  of  his  worth  as  a  private  gentleman.  A  meetii^ 
was  accordingly  held  in  October,  1846,  when  they  tesolved 
that  a  subscription  should  be  commenced  in  order  to  raise 
sufficient  funds  for  the  purpose.  But  some  time  elapsed 
before  they  brought  their  well  meant  efforts  to  a  close;  and 
it  was  not  till  6th  July,  1847,  that  they  were  in  a  position 
to  cany  out  their  intentions.  On  that  day  a  number  of  the 
subscribers  proceeded  to  Casdehead,  where  Mr.  Macome 
resided,  and  as  the  day  was  very  fine,  they  held  their  meeting 
in  the  open  air — amidst  green  fields,  but  now,  from  the  efforts 
of  the  present  enterprisingproprietor,* studded  with  numerous 
large  and  elegant  villas — on  the  site  of  one  of  the  outposts 
of  the  Eoman  Camp  at  Oakshaw.  Among  the  gentlemen 
present  were  Provost  Murray,  Messrs.  Gteo.  Wylie,  Bobert 
M'Kean,  William  Hodge,  John  Qemmell,  William  Raid. 
John  Thomson,  James  Eeid,  Rev.  Alexander  Rennison,  &c, 

*  William  Wothenpoon,  Esq.  of  Maxwelton. 
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Apologies  were  received  from  the  Rev.  J.  G.  Wood,  Messrs. 
Peter  Coats,  Alexander  Carlile,  and  others,  for  being  unable 
to  be  present. 

The  Provost  commenced  the  proceedings,  and  addressing 
Mr.  Macome,  said — 

"  Sir, — I  have  been  requested  by  a  number  of  your  friends,  many 
of  them  formerly  your  pupils,  to  express  to  you  the  high  value  they 
attach  to  your  long,  valuable,  and  successful  labours  as  a  teacher  of 
youth  in  Paisley,  and  the  great  esteem  which  they  entertain  for 
your  personal  worth,  your  rectitude  of  conduct,  and  the  uniform 
exemplary  character  you  have  maintained  during  a  life  now  stretched 
far  beyond  the  ordinary  period  allotted  to  men.    It  has  long  been 
the  wish  of  your  numerous  friends  to  present  you  with  something 
more  substantial  than  a  mere  expression  of  their  regard.    This  has, 
from  various  causes,  been  too  long  delayed ;  but  I  have  now  the 
pleasure  and  the  gratification,  in  name  of  the  subscribers,  to  present 
to  you  the  sum  of  £160  sterling ;  and,  in  asking  you  to  accept  of 
this,  to  express  a  hope  that  it  may  in  some  small  degree  tend  to 
smooth  the  hardships  of  old  age,  and  afford  you  some  comforts  in 
your  declining  years.     In  the  present  state  of  your  health,  I  feel 
that  it  would  be  improper  to  address  you  at  greater  length  ;  but  I 
trust  that,  however  shortly  and  feebly  expressed,  you  will  believe 
these  feelings  to  be  sincerely  entertained  ;  and  I  assure  you,  they 
are  fully  participated  in  by  all  your  numerous  friends  and  acquain- 
tances.    I  would  further  add,  that  we  all  hope  you  may  still  be  long 
spared  to  enjoy  in  your  retirement  the  pleasure  and  satisfaction 
arising  irom  the  retrospect  of  a  long,  well-spent  Hfe,  and  the  con- 
sciousness that  you  carry  with  you  the  esteem  and  respect  of  all 
flnimffl  of  your  fellow-townsmen." 

Mr.  Macome  replied  in  nearly  the  following  terms : — 

"  I  trost  you  will  bear  with  me  should  I  fail,  in  arranging  my  * 
thoughts  correctly  in  a  situation  so  tr3ring  as  my  present  one,  and 
on  an  occasion  so  deeply  interesting  and  impressive  —an  occasion  on 
which  I  am  called  in  duty  to  acknowledge  a  public  expression  of 
kindness,  most  generous  and  disinterested,  in  testimony  that  my 
professional  labours  in  Paisley,  during  a  period  of  more  than  forty 
years,  have  been  acceptably  received  and  approved  of.  Need  I  say 
how  soothing,  how  cheering  to  my  heart  such  a  compliment  must 
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proTo;  proceeding,  as  it  does,  from  such  a  large  and  respectable 
circle  of  friends,  whose  faTOurable  opinion  might  well  exalt  one's 
esteem,  without  the  imputation  of  vanity,  one  whose  merit  far 
exceeded  anything  .the  humble  individual  you  are  disposed  to 
honour  has  the  slightest  pretence  to  daim.  Having  made  this  offsr- 
ing  to  truth,  I  beg  leave  to  say  that  I  warmly  and  cordially  thank 
you,  and  accept  with  gratitude  your  munificent  gift.  I  trust  that 
the  spirit  which  prompted  the  measure  will  supply  a  suitable  satis- 
faction  to  the  generous  donors,  and  especially  to  those  kind  but  un- 
known friends  who  have  exported  themselves  to  conduct  the  meaaure 
to  so  handsome  a  conclusion.  From  one  who  has  been  so  long 
occupied  with  its  details,  some  remarks  on  education  might  naturally 
be  expected  ;  but  although  it  lately  formed  the  all  exciting  and  en- 
grossing topic  of  our  times,  my  declining  powers,  both  intellectual  and 
physical,  admonish  me  that  it  is  not  one  fitted  for  me  to  take  np. 
I  shall  therefore  content  myself  with  a  few  brief  remarks  respecting 
our  National  Schools.  The  Burgh  and  Parodiial  Schools  have  been 
the  glory  of  Scotland  ever  since  their  first  establishment.  Here,  in 
her  thousand  seminaries,  the  Bible,  diffusing  maxims  of  purity  and 
peace,  of  wisdom  and  a  sound  understanding,  is  made  to  lead  in 
education.  Advancing  in  the  van,  it  clears  the  way  for  Uteratoie 
and  science  to  follow  in  its  train ;  and  the  combination  of  theae 
three  have  so  elevated  the  character  of  the  nation*  that  Scotchmen 
find  ready  access  to  situations  of  trust  and  responsibility,  wherever 
intelligence,  sound  principles,  and  correct  moral  habits  are  recom- 
mendatory qualities.  In  my  early  life.  Pariah  Schools  were  com- 
monly conducted  by  coll^;e  students,  which  procured  for  the 
scholars  the  superintendence-  of  more  cultivated  minds  than 
they  could  otherwise  expect.  But  this  mode  of  procuring 
teachers  was  attended  by  one  great  inconvenience,  namely,  the 
frequency  with  which  vacancies  occurred,  owing  to  the  students 
resigning  their  charges  whenever  the  prosecution  of  the  ulterior 
objects  of  their  ambition  rendered  such  necessaiy;  so  that  tiie 
heritors,  to  whom  it  belonged  to  fill  up  these  vacancies,  began  to 
api>end  to  their  advertisement  for  supply  a  Nota  bene — *'  None  need 
apply  who  have  any  views  for  the  Church.'*  This  change  had  an 
injurious  effect  on  the  interests  of  education.  It  secured,  indeed, 
more  permanent  instructors,  but  with  inferior  knowledge  and  the 
power  of  communicating  it ;  for  few  were  found  to  educate  them- 
selves liberally  to  fill  situations,  the  emoluments  of  which  scarcely 
exceeded  those  of  common  craftsmen.  The  result  soon  became 
apparent,  and  the  proper  remedy  has  been  partially,  although 
inadequately  applied.  The  maximum  salary  has  been  raised  from 
£25  to  £35  per  annum ;  and  as  the  fees  in  most  of  the  sdiools 
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nearly  equalled  the  salary  in  amount,  £60  or  £70  a-year,  with  free 
house  and  garden,  together  with  some  additional  emoluments 
arising  fron  the  Session  Clerkship,  appeared  to  the  heritOTS  to  pro- 
mise so  much  comfort  to  the  occupant  as  to  entitle  them  to  exact 
from  applicants  a  higher  qualification  than  formerly.  Accordingly, 
two  seasons'  attendance  at  some  University  was,  I  belioTe,  generally 
expected,  although  not  absolutely  enjoined.  With  regard  to  Burgh 
teachers,  care  has  been  taken  that  our  salaries  should  not  superinduce 
habits  of  indolence.  Nothing,  therefore,  was  left  for  us  but  to 
"cast  our  coats,"  and  apply  to  the  work.  Happily,  the  field  of 
operation  is  wide  ;  and  an  intelligent  and  decerning  public  do  not 
undervalue  the  importance  of  our  labours.  At  the  same  time,  in 
justice  to  my  colleagues  and  myself  I  must  say  that,  in  sustaining 
the  character  of  our  schools,  we  endeavour  to  make  our  respective 
departments  keep  pace  with  the  growing  intelligence  of  the  age ;  and 
in  some  instimces  there  is  reason  to  believe  that  we  have  been  the 
leaders,  rather  than  the  followers,  in  the  march  of  educational  im- 
provement. But  this  is  dangerous  ground  to  tread  on.  I  therefore 
forbear,  lest  our  professional  infirmity  should  display  itself.  It 
may  not  be  undeserving  of  notice  that,  although  in  common  phrase- 
ology, the  Burgh  and  Parochial  Schools  are  classed  together,  they 
by  no  means  stand  on  the  same  footing.  The  Burgh  system  is 
founded  on  the  College  principle, — ^the  distribution  of  labour.  By 
it,  each  teacher  has  his  own  department  assigned  to  him,  to  which 
undivided  attention  is  directed;  and  he  thereby  becomes  so 
thoroughly  and  familiarly  acquainted  with  the  subjects  appointed 
him  to  teach,  as  enables  him  to  adopt  the  plainest  and  simplest 
modes  of  communicating  a  knowledge  of  them  to  his  classes.  Were 
I  to  state  the  arrangements  and  enumerate  the  branches  in  which 
our  youth  are  in  daily  training,  and  also  those  higher  branches  of 
education  which,  by  requiring  greater  condensation  of  thought, 
l^portionately  strengthen  the  intellectual  faculties,  I  am  sure  I 
would  cany  with  me  the  conviction  of  every  one  present,  that 
in  the  Burgh  Schools  of  Paisley  a  firm  foundation  is  laid  for 
obtaining  a  sound,  substantial,  and  liberal  education.  I  am  happy 
to  say  that  my  successor  in  office,  whose  mathematical  talents  are  of 
no  mean  order,  will  add  to  his  department  instructions  in  the  dif- 
ferential ecUculus — ^that  stupendous  instrument  of  intellectual  power, 
which  has  so  recently  dragged  into  light  the  long  concealed  companion 
of  the  Georgium  Sidus.  I  am  delighted  to  see  before  me  a  few  of 
my  former  scholars,  and  congratulate  myself  on  the  felicitous 
occasion.  I  have  often  thought  that  the  sentiment  which  a  teacher 
entertains  for  his  pupils  is  somewhat  akin  to  the  parental — disposing 
him  to  feel  interested  in  their  future  progress  in  life ;   and  in 
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generous  natures  8  corresponding  feeling  is  reciprocated.  I  may 
owe  an  apology  to  some  of  my  pupils  for  having  administered  perhaps 
too  liberally  Ihe  moral  medicine  of  the  cane.  But  my  conviction 
has  ever  been  that  a  teacher's  authority  over  his  pupils,  in  whateyer 
way  attained, — whether  by  kindness  or  coercion,  or  by  both,— is 
indispensably  necessary  to  his  being  useful  to  them.  I  tnut, 
therefore,  you  will  allow  me  the  full  benefit  of  the  excuse  which 
(Goldsmith  makes  for  his  country  schoolmaster  in  his  exquisite  poem 
of  the  "  Deserted  ViUage,"— 

**  Still  he  was  kind,  or,  if  severe  in  aught, 
The  love  he  bore  to  learning  was  his  fault." 


In  conclusion,  i>ermit  me  to  say  that  your  testimonial,  large  and 
munificent  as  it  is,  and  far  exceeding  anything  my  most  sanguine 
expectation  could  have  anticipated,  is  increased  in  value  in  my 
estimation  by  the  choice  you  have  made  in  selecting  and  prevailing 
on  our  excellent  chairman  to  perform  the  office  of  presenting  it^ 
which  he  has  done  in  a  manner  so  kind,  courteous,  and  flattering. 
The  exalted  station  he  holds  of  Chief  Magistrate  of  the  Burgh,— the 
duties  of  which  he  discharges  with  so  much  credit  to  himself  and 
advantage  to  the  community, — renders  the  presentation  by  him  the 
crowning  circumstance  of  the  honours  this  day  conferred  upon  me, 
and  calls  for  my  grateful  and  most  respectful  acknowledgment  Bat 
when  I  reflect  that  the  same  individual  is  equally  distinguished  for 
his  private  virtues,  his  personal  worth,  his  afiability,  his  kind  and 
obliging  disposition,  I  cannot  forbear  merging  the  magistrate  in  the 
man,  and  exclaiming  he  is  my  own  pupil,  my  own  boy  still" 


After  the  very  appropriate  speech  of  the  Provost,  and  the 
exceedingly  able  and  interesting  reply  by  Mr.  Macome, 
showing  that  his  intellectual  powers  were  yet  clear  and 
vigorous,  the  proceedings  were  brought  to  a  close.  It  was 
at  first  intended  that  the  presentation  should  be  made  at  a 
public  dinner,  but  the  feeble  state  of  Mr.  Macome's  health 
prevented  this  from  being  carried  out.  The  subscribers 
must  afterwards  have  been  glad  tliat  it  was  so  carried  out, 
for  on  6th  September  following,  only  two  months  after  the 
presentation  of  the  testimonial,  he  died.  For  a  considerable 
time  pre\dously,  he  had  been  in  poor  health,  but  to  the  end 
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he  retained  that  cheerful  and  agreeable  manner  which  cha- 
racterised hun  through  life.  The  following  accurate  and 
sensible  extract  regarding  him  is  from  the  Paisley  Advertiser^ 
intimating  his  decease : — 

"  We  have  the  melancholy  duty  this  day  of  recording  the  death  of 
this  worthy  citizen  of  Paisley.  For  the  long  period  of  forty  years 
he  was  teacher  of  the  Town's  Commercial  School,  and  was  dis- 
tinguished throughout  for  an  ardent  love  of  his  profession,  and  an 
honest  disposition  to  discharge  the  duties  thereof  with  vigilance  and 
industry.  Mr.  Macome  was  an  excellent  scholar,  an  ingenious 
chemist,  a  first  rate  mathematician,  and  a  most  successful  teacher  of 
navigation.  Many  of  his  former  pupils  are  now  sailing  from  the 
ports  of  the  United  Kingdom  as  captains.  Above  all,  he  was  com- 
pletely destitute  of  that  pedantry,  the  attributed  concomitant  of 
a  teacher.  Two  or  three  years  ago  Mr.  Macome  was  necessitated 
from  the  infirmities  consequent  on  old  age  to  give  up  his  school,  and. 
to  the  honour  of  the  Town  Council,  was  appointed  by  them  successor 
to  the  late  venerable  Mr.  Thomas  Crichton  as  Session-Clerk  for  the 
High  Church  Parish.  For  upwards  of  thirty  years  he  was  an  elder 
of  the  Middle  Church,  and  filled  that  important  trust  with  fidelity, 
and  in  the  true  and  meek  spirit  of  genuine  Christianity.  Through- 
out his  long  and  useful  life  he  was  characterised  for  honest,  straight- 
forward, and  upright  conduct.  Altogether  free  of  meanness  or 
deceit,  and  perfectly  independent  in  his  principles,  he  spoke  his 
mind  honestly  to  both  rich  and  poor,  never  disguising  what  he  felt, 
let  the  occasion  be  what  it  might.  Humane  in  his  disposition,  he 
felt  keenly  for  the  woes  of  others,  and  was  ever  ready  to  help  both 
by  his  means  and  his  talents  those  who  were  in  distress.  Very 
many  of  those  known  as  the  worthy  and  honest  old  landmarks  of 
society  in  Paisley  have  departed  this  life  during  the  past  year,  and 
none  more  honoured  and  revered  than  he  who  is  the  subject  of  this 
brief  notice ;  and,  while  we  lament  their  loss,  let  us  all  emulate 
their  virtues  and  Christian  deportment,  that  it  may  be  well  with  us 
at  last,  and  that  at  the  same  time  we  may  preserve  somewhat  of 
that  character  which  distinguished  Paisley  in  the  olden  time.*' 

The  Commercial  School  did  not  prosper  under  the 
management  of  Mr.  M*Gilvray.  He  did  his  best  to  uphold 
the  character  of  the  school,  but  failed  to  attract  scholars  to 
the  classes  which  he  opened.  One  thing  was  greatly  against 
him — ^the  inferior  classroom,  and  the  bad  locality  in  which 
the  school  was  situated. 
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On  25th  Janoaryy  1853,  he  sent  a  letter  to  the  CooncO, 
intimating  his  resignation,  which  they  accepted  at  their  meet- 
ing  on  the  first  of  the  following  month.  The  Council  did 
not  then  make  anj  arrangements  for  the  election  of  a  suc- 
cessor, but  Provost  Phillips  directed  their  attention  to  **the 
necessity  of  a  change  in  the  system  of  teaching  in  the  Town's 
Schools ;  and  moved  that,  before  appointing  a  successor,  the 
system  of  teaching  generally  in  the  Town's  Schoob  be  re- 
mitted to  the  Educational  Committee  to  consider  whether 
any,  and  what,  alteration  should  be  made  therein,  and  also 
whether  better  and  more  suitable  classrooms  can  be  obtained 
than  those  at  present  in  use."  This  motion  was  unanimously 
agreed  to,  but  the  Committee  did  not  afterwards  make  any 
report  on  the  subjects  remitted  to  them.  The  same  Com- 
mittee was  also  instructed  to  make  some  interim  arrangement 
for  the  teaching  of  writing  and  arithmetic ;  which  they  did 
by  authorising  Dr.  Brunton  to  teach  these  branches  in  the 
Grammar  School. 

Nothing  farther  was  done  till  August,  1855,  when  the 
Council  agreed  to  elect  a  Teacher.  At  that  date,  ProTost 
MO^arlane  '^  stated  that,  in  the  prospect  of  an  Academy 
being  erected  in  Town,  and  the  passing  of  an  Educational 
Bill,  the  Council  had  delayed  the  appointment  of  a  teacher 
for  the  Commercial  School ;  but  as  there  was  now  little  ex- 
pectation of  getting  these  for  some  time,  he  considered  that 
it  would  be  expedient  that  the  vacancy  be  now  filled  up; 
and  the  standing  orders  being  suspended,  he  moved  that 
the  Council  resolve  to  fill  up  the  vacancy,  and  that  the 
clerks  be  instructed  to  advertise  for  a  teacher,  which, 
having  been  seconded  by  Bailie  Robert  Brown  and  put  to 
the  vote,  was  unanimously  agreed  to."  There  were  many 
candidates  for  the  situation  ;  and  the  Council,  on  the  9th  of 
October  following,  appointed  Mr.  Peter  Frasfer,  Greenock. 
This  gentleman  declined  to  accept  the  appointment, — ^his 
principal  objection  being  that  the  school  was  badly  situated 
and  the  classrooms  not  good.  The  Council  took  no  further 
steps  in  the  matter,  and  the  school  was  never  resumed. 
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At  a  meeting  of  Council  in  the  following  month^  Provost 
M*Farlaneintrodaced  the  subjectofprovidingsuperior  English 
and  Commercial  Schools  in  place  of  the  old  ones,  and  in  a 
better  locality.  On  a  motion  made  by  him,  and  seconded 
by  Bailie  Eobert  Brown,  ^4t  was  remitted  to  the  Educational 
Committee  to  consider  whether  any,  and  what  changes  or 
improvements  can  be  made  in  regard  to  the  Town's  Schools 
and  sites,  and  to  report." 

In  May,  1856,  they  had  again  before  them  the  subject  of 
additional  school  accommodation,  and  ^^  they  agreed,  before 
coming  to  any  resolution,  that  the  matter  be  remitted  of  new 
to  the  Educational  Committee  to  ascertain  what  amount  of 
subscriptions  can  be  raised,  and  to  report."  The  subject, 
however,  was  not  again  referred  to  till  more  than  three  years 
afterwards,  when  it  was  brought  under  the  notice  of  the 
Council  and  the  inhabitants  by  Provost  Brown. 

In  1863,  when  the  erection  of  the  New  Academy  was 
being  proceeded  with,  the  building  was  sold  by  the  Town 
Council,  after  having  been  the  Town's  Commercial  School 
for  nearly  seventy-five  years.  The  proceeds  were  invested 
in  the  fond  for  the  erection  of  the  New  Academy. 
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CHAPTER  Vn. 

THE  HISTORY  OF  THE  PAISLEY  LOW  PARISH  SCHOOL 
—1788  TO  1867» 


A  FTER  the  town  had  been  divided  into  three  parishes, 
the  High,  the  Middle,  and  the  Low,  each  having  its 
own  church  and  minister,  it  was  found  necessary  to  have 
an  English  School  attached  to  them.  The  Town  Council 
bad  many  consultations  on  the  subject,  and  on  25th  March, 
1788,  resolved  that  their  English  School,  then  at  the  West 
Steeple,  should  be  for  the  High  Parish,  and  that  one  should 
be  erected  in  Storie  Street  for  the  Low  Parish,  and  another 
in  School  Wynd  for  the  Middle  Parish.  They  also  resolved 
that  the  teachers  of  these  schools  should  be  the  Session 
Clerk  for  their  respective  parishes,  and  have  the  whole 
emoluments  of  the  office  without  being  burdened  with  "  any 
salary  to  the  singers  in  the  churches."  Advertisements 
were  ordered  to  be  inserted  in  the  Glasgow  newspapers  for 
the  new  teachers ;  and  the  school  in  Storie  Street  was  to  be 
erected  first.  It  was  to  consist  of  two  stories,  the  under 
story  for  the  school-room  to  be  11  feet,  and  the  second  8 
feet  high,  **  clear  of  plaister ;  "  and  the  school-room  was  to 
be  28  feet  long,  and  22  feet  wide.  The  second  stoiy  was  to 
be  fitted  up  as  a  dwelling-house  for  the  teacher.    A  coo' 
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tract  was  made  with  Mr.  Robert  Muir,  mason^  to  build  the 
house  at  the  rate  of  £5  10s  per  rood ;  and  Mr.  Alexander 
Bissland  engaged  to  supply  the  wood,  slates,  plaster,  and 
iron  work  for  £146. 

The  first  teacher,  Mr.  William  Bell,  was  elected  on  5th 
July,  1788,  and  is  described  simply  as  a  teacher  in  Paisley. 
Mr.  John  Gibson,  manufacturer,  became  his  cautioner,  that 
he  would  faithfully  and  honestly  account  for  all  his  intro- 
missions as  keeper  of  the  records  of  marriages  and  baptisms. 
The  school  wages  were  to  be  28.  per  quarter,  but  for  the 
poor  children  in  the  parish  to  be  Is.  6d. ;  and  Mr.  Bell  was 
prohibited  from  charging  any  higher  sum  without  the  con- 
sent of  the  Town  Council.  He  was  also  bound  to  keep  a 
fair  and  regular  register  of  the  marriages,  baptisms,  and 
burials  within  the  parish,  and  in  every  respect  to  behave 
himself  ^^as  becomes  a  faithful  Session  Clerk."  The  prede- 
cessor of  Mr.  Bell^  as  Session  Clerk  for  the  Low  Parish^ 
was  Mr.  William  Wylie,  merchant  in  Paisley.  Mr.  Bell 
resided  in  the  dwelling  house  above  the  school,  for  which  he 
paid  £10  of  rent  to  the  Town  Council. 

In  1794  Mr.  Bell  applied  to  the  Council  to  be  permitted 
to  increase  the  school  fees ;  but  they  did  not  allow  him  to 
do  so  till  two  years  afterwards,  when  they  were  raised  to  3s. 
per  quarter,  but  the  charge  for  the  session  poor  was  con- 
tinued at  Is.  6d.  per  quarter  as  formerly.  In  1801  he  again 
petitioned  to  be  allowed  to  stUl  further  increase  the  school 
fees,  and  they  authorised  him  to  charge  4s  per  quarter,  but 
continued  the  former  rate  for  the  session  poor. 

In  1803  the  Council  being  fully  alive  to  the  interest  of 
the  schools  in  the  Burgh  under  their  charge,  directed  the  at- 
tention of  Mr.  M'Dowall  of  Garthland,  M JP.  for  the  county, 
to  a  Bill  then  before  Parliament  "  for  making  better  pro- 
vision for  parochial  schoolmasters,  and  the  better  government 
of  parochial  schools  in  Scotland,"  and  desired  him  to  use  his 
influence  to  have  that  Bill  so  altered  as  to  include  schools  in 
royal  burghs,  and  burghs  of  barony.  Mr.  MfDowall  did 
so,  but  was  unsuccessful. 
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At  this  period  Mr.  Bell  was,  at  his  own  request,  permitted 
to  keep  a  Sabbath  evening  school. 

In  1810  Mr.  Bell  made  another  application  to  the  Gonndl 
for  permission  to  augment  the  scholars'  wages,  and  was 
allowed  to  advance  them  to  5s.  per  quarter,  upon  condition 
of  instructing  the  poor  children  at  the  rate  formerly  stipn- 
lated.  This  made  an  increase  of  3s.  per  quarter  since  he 
was  first  elected  in  1788. 

In  1815  Mr.  Bell,  who  had  now  been  teacher  in  this 
school  twentynseven  years,  to  the  evident  satisfaction  of  the 
Council,  the  Kirk  Session,  and  the  community,  became 
seriously  unwell ;  and  the  Council,  at  their  annual  Michael- 
mas head  court,  held  in  October,  agreed  to  defer  his  reap- 
pointment for  another  year,  till  after  the  expiry  of  his  previous 
appomtment  at  the  following  Whitsunday.  In  April,  1816,  as 
his  state  of  health  precluded  the  possibility  of  his  being  ever 
able  to  discharge  the  duties  of  the  different  offices  he  held,  the 
Council  agreed  to  advertise  for  a  successor.  They  also  fixed 
that  the  emoluments  of  the  Session  Clerkship  should  be 
paid  over  to  Mr.  Bell  during  his  lifetime  by  his  successor. 

From  the  numerous  applicants  who  replied  to  the  adver- 
tisements in  the  Glasgow  newspapers,  the  Council,  on  the 
29th  July,  1816,  made  choice  of  Mr.  William  Rankin, 
teacher  in  Glasgow,  to  be  teacher  and  Session  Clerk  for  this 
parish,  under  the  special  conditions  that  they  should,  at  the 
Candlemas  head  courts,  have  the  power  of  deciding  as  to  his 
continuance  in  office ;  that  he  should  pay  over  to  Mr.  Bell 
during  his  lifetime,  the  perquisites  and  emoluments  of  the 
Session  Clerkship ;  and  that  if  at  any  time  he  intended  to 
resign,  he  should  give  six  months'  notice.  On  the 
following  day  Mr.  Rankin  appeared  and  accepted  the  sitoa- 
tion  on  the  provisions  stated. 

In  September,  1816,  Mr.  Bell  died,  after  having  filled  the 
situation  of  teacher  and  Session  Clerk  for  the  very  long 
period  of  twenty-eight  years.  During  all  that  time  neitho* 
the  Council  nor  the  members  of  Session  had  any  occasion  of 
complaint  against  him.    He  was  a  gentleman  of  consider- 
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able  energy  and  enterprise,  and  had  the  honour  of  pablishing 
in  1810  the  first  Paisley  Directory,  a  publication,  (and  it 
was  the  only  one  he  issued)  which,  if  compared  with  those 
of  the  present  day,  reflects  much  credit  on  his  accuracy  and 
efforts  to  furnish  so  great  a  variety  of  information  upon  dif- 
ferent matters.  We  may  farther  mention  that  one,  at  least, 
of  Mr.  Bell's  descendants  went  to  Glasgow  and  carried  on 
business  as  a  letterpress  printer  ;  and  that  a  grandson  of  his 
is  at  present  the  surviving  partner  of  the  eminent  firm  of 
Messrs  BeU  and  Bain,  letterpress  printers  in  that  city.  Mr. 
Bell  was  owner  of  a  property  in  Marshall's  Lane,  as  four 
years  after  his  death  we  find  the  Council  subscribing  a 
charter  in  favour  of  his  trustees,  and  confirming  them  in  it. 

The  Town  Council,  so  far  as  we  can  learn,  seldom  exam 
ined  the  Low  Parish  School  themselves,  but  left  this  to  be 
done  by  a  committee  of  the  Presbytery.  On  5th  November, 
1824,  the  Presbytery  committee  examined  the  scholars,  and 
their  report,  signed  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Bums,  was  published 
in  the  Paisley  Advertiser.  It  was  as  follows : — ^'  This  day 
the  English  School  for  the  Low  Parish,  taught  by  Mr. 
William  Sanldn,  was  publicly  examined  by  a  committee  of 
the  Presbytery,  consisting  of  the  Eev.  Messrs.  M*Nair, 
Bums,  and  Geddes,  of  Paisley,  and  the  Rev.  Dr.  Barr,  of 
Port-Glasgow,  together  with  a  number  of  gentlemen  who 
felt  interested  in  the  Academy.  The  pupils  in  the  different 
classes  went  through  their  various  exercises  in  a  distinct,  de- 
liberate, and  correct  manner.  The  style  of  reading  is  simple 
and  unaffected;  the  passages  recited  were  done  in  good 
taste ;  and  the  general  economy  of  the  school  was  creditable 
to  the  teacher  and  the  pupils.  The  copy  books  in  ordinary 
use  were  examined  and  found  to  contain  many  excellent 
specimens  of  penmanship.  The  examinators  were  particu- 
larly pleased  with  the  attention  which  is  paid  in  this  school 
to  the  reading  of  the  Scriptures,  the  repetition  of  the  Cate- 
chisms, and  the  general  instruction  of  youth  in  the  essen- 
tial principles  of  religion ;  and  they  concurred  in  cordially 
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recommending  the  seminary  to  public  patronage.  In 
name  of  the  examinators^  Robert  Bums,  Convener." 

The  examinations  that  took  place  afterwards  presented  no 
new  featores,  and,  therefore,  do  not  require  to  be  specially 
noticed* 

Mr.  Rankin,  after  having  been  about  seventeen  years  in 
the  school,  appears  to  have  failed  very  much  in  his  manage- 
ment, for,  at  the  end  of  1833,  the  General  Sesaon  com- 
plained to  the  Council  by  letter  that  Mr.  Rankin  refused  to 
exhibit  his  roister,  *'  and  to  account  for  the  dues  recdved 
by  him."  On  the  Council  applying  to  Mr.  Rankin,  he 
stated  that  '^  he  had  a  counter  claim  against  the  Laigh  Eii^ 
Session  and  the  Town."  The  Council  appointed  a  commit- 
tee to  meet  with  the  General  Session,  and  to  take  steps  for 
recovering  the  money ;  but  Mr.  Rankin  saved  them  this 
trouble,  for  he  shortly  afterwards  paid  what  was  owing. 

In  August  of  the  following  year  the  Rev.  Dr.  Bums, 
moderator  of  the  Session,  brought  before  the  Council  some 
serious  charges  against  Mr.  Rankin  for  neglecting  his  duties,— 
that  he  had  '*  absented  himself  from  all  our  Sessional  meetings 
for  twelve  months ;"  that  "  in  consequence  of  his  irr^ular 
habits,  and  consequent  bad  state  of  health,  he  has  not  been 
abletoattend  to  the  keeping  of  the  registers  with  his  former  ac- 
curacy; and  that  within  these  few  days  he  has  gone  away  to  the 
country  without  ^ving  the  Session  any  notice  of  hisintentiona, 
and  without  making  any  provision  for  the  discharge  of  his  offi- 
cial duty  during  his  absence."  The  Council  remitted  this 
matter  to  the  School  Committee  to  take  all  necessary 
steps  for  securing  the  parish  registers,  and  also  to  report 
as  to  Mr.  Rankin's  fitness  for  the  office  of  Session  Cleik 
and  parish  teacher.  In  the  meantime,  he  raised  an  action 
in  the  Sheriff  Court  against  the  Council  and  Session  for 
payment  of  certain  duties  alleged  to  have  been  performed 
by  him.  This  was  defended  by  the  Council ;  but  before  the 
case  was  decided  by  the  Sheriff,  Mr.  Rankin  died — ^in  the  first 
month  of  1839 — ^which  put  a  stop  to  air  further  legal  pro- 
ceedings.   Some  time  afterwards  the  Council  arranged  with 
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Mr.  Rankin's  agent  that  each  party  should  pay  their  own 
expenses. 

On  21st  February  following,  the  Council,  after  having 
advertised  for  candidates  to  fill  the  situation,  made  choice  of 
Mr.  Thomas  March,  teacher,  Charleston,  Paisley ;  and  one 
of  the  conditions  of  his  appointment  was  that  "  he  shall  be 
bound  to  pay  to  the  Council  a  yearly  rent  of  £10  Stg.  for 
the  school-room,  and  that  after  the  ensuing  year,  if  he  thinks 
proper,  he  shall  have  the  school  and  dwelling  house  above 
the  same  at  the  yearly  rent  of  £15."  This  unusual  pro- 
posal of  the  Council  to  charge  the  teacher  a  rent  for  his 
school-room  was  the  cause  of  some  bitter  remarks  by  many 
persons  at  the  time ;  and  in  the  following  month  Mr.  Archd. 
Gardner,  writer,  on  behalf  of  the  Kirk  Session,  sent  a  letter 
to  the  Council  objecting  to  this  arrangement.  The  Council 
agreed  **  to  depart  from  their  former  resolution  to  charge  a 
rent  of  £10  for  the  school  occupied  by  the  teacher  of  the 
Low  Church  Parish  at  the  present  time,  but  reserving  the 
rights  of  their  successors  to  dispose  of  the  property  at  a  future 
period  in  any  manner  they  may  consider  most  advantageous 
for  the  public  interest ;  and  at  the  same  time  recording  their 
disapprobation  at  this  interference  of  the  General  Session 
for  the  purpose  of  preventing  the  Council  from  lessening 
the  burdens  of  the  ecclesiastical  establishment.  The  Council 
also  regret  this  interference  as  continuing  a  system  of  in- 
justice to  the  teachers  of  youth  in  the  town  generally — ^by 
thus  ^ving  one  portion  of  their  nmnber  schools  rent  free, 
and  other  emolmnents  which  are  not  enjoyed  by  the  whole." 
Political  and  religious  denominational  feeling  ran  very  high 
at  that  time,  and  it  will  be  seen  that  the  majority  of  the 
Council  were  of  opinion  that  no  pecuniary  aid  should  be 
given  to  assist  in  educating  the  youth  of  the  town.  This 
resolution,  it  is  proper  to  state,  was  not  unanimous,  and  is 
only  declared  to  be  •*  carried." 

The  appointment  of  Mr.  March  turned  out  to  be  a  most 
unfortunate  one  in  the  interests  of  the  school,  for,  after  a 
few  years  he  became  dissipated  and  unfit  for  his  duties,  and 
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failed,  besides,  to  account  to  the  Session  for  the  fees  he  col- 
lected. In  October  of  1844  the  Town-Clerk  mformed  the 
Council  that  Mr.  March  "  was  considerably  in  arrear  of  the 
proclamation  dues  collected  by  him,  and  although  repeatedly 
requested  to  pay  the  same,  had  failed  to  do  so,"  The 
Council  resolved  to  adopt  legal  measures  to  recover  the 
money  in  his  hands,  and  also  suspended  him  from  his  office^ 
and  appointed  Mr.  Robert  Brown,  Town  Chamberlain,  to 
officiate,  ad  interim,  as  Session  ClerL  At  the  next  meeting 
of  Council  the  Clerk  reported  that  Mr.  March  had  not  dis- 
charged his  duties  for  eight  days,  and  that  no  person  knew 
where  he  was.  In  these  circumstances  the  Council  dismissed 
him,  and  agreed  to  advertise  for  candidates  to  fill  the  vacant 
situations  of  Teacher  and  Session-Clerk. 

At  the  end  of  the  following  month  the  Council  selected 
from  the  various  appUcants  for  the  situation  Mr.  Bobart 
Donald,  teacher,  Linwood,  who  was  appointed  upon  the 
usual  conditions.  In  thf  month  of  January,  1845,  how- 
ever, Mr.  March  returned  to  town,  took  possession  of  the 
school-room,  and  would  not  give  it  up.  Mr.  Donald,  tha»- 
fore,  resigned  his  situation,  and  the  Council  instructed  ibs 
Town  Clerk  to  take  legal  steps  to  recover  the  money  un- 
justly appropriated  by  Mr.  March,  and  to  have  him  ejected 
from  the  school-room ;  but  it  was  not  till  the  month  of  July 
following  that  the  Sheriff-Substitute  granted  a  warrant  for 
his  ejection.  On  7th  November,  thereafter,  the  Council  re- 
elected Mr.  Robert  Donald,  whose  first  advertisement  re- 
garding the  opening  of  his  classes  appeared  on  the  21^ 
February,  1846,  as  follows :—"  Town's  English  School,  31 
Storie  Street.  Mr.  K.  Donald  respectfully  intimates  that 
his  Spring  quarter  conunences  on  Monday,  the  23rd  inst 
when  pupils  in  any  stage  of  advancement  may  be  admitted. 
Public  Classes  : — Hours  from  10  till  12,  and  from  1  till  3. 
Branches  taught — English  Beading,  with  lessons  on  objects; 
Grammar,  Composition,  Geography,  and  the  first  principles 
of  Music.  Private  Classes — Hours  from  7  till  9  morning, 
from  12  to  1 ,  and  from  4  to  6  afternoon.    Branches  taught, 
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— ^English,  Classical,  or  Commercial,  as  may  suit  the  greater 
number  of  applicants.  Mr.  D.  appropriates  a  portion  of 
each  day  to  exercising  his  pupils  in  the  solfegio.  This 
practice  tends  to  strengthen  and  develope  the  voice,  improve 
the  ear,  and,  indeed,  constitutes  the  first  step  to  a  correct 
musical  education.  This  exercise,  which  prevails  so  exten- 
sively in  France  and  in  Germany,  gives  the  youth  of  these 
countries  a  marked  superiority  in  music,  in  the  practice  of 
which,  in  this  kingdom,  we  are  so  proverbially  deficient. 
Terms  and  other  particulars  connected  with  Mr.  D.'s  classes 
may  be  known  by  applying  at  his  class-room,  or  at  his  resi- 
dence, Mr.  Bain's  land,  145  George  Street." 

On  the  whole,  this  school  did  not  prosper,  due  perhaps, 
in  some  measure,  to  the  fact  that  there  never  was  any  great 
interest  taken  in  the  superintendence  of  the  teacher  and  the 
scholars.  Mr.  Donald's  first  effort  in  advertising  his  classes, 
a  copy  of-  which  we  have  given,  was  his  greatest,  and  very 
little  was  done  by  him  in  that  way  afterwards.  On  the 
17th  July,  1867,  he  sent  a  letter  to  the  Council,  stating 
that,  owing  to  the  infirm  state  of  his  health,  he  resigned  from 
that  date  the  office  of  teacher  of  the  Low  Parish  School,  but 
retained  the  offices  of  Session-Clerk  and  Registrar  of  Births, 
Deaths,  and  Marriages;  and  they  accepted  his  resignation 
on  these  terms.    He  died  on  3rd  July,  1868. 

Shortly  after  his  resignation  the  Council,  with  consent  of 
the  Burgh  Trustees,  resolved  to  dispose  of  the  Storie  Street 
School  property,  and  the  resolution  was  soon  afterwards 
carried  into  effect. 
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CHAPTER  Vm. 

THE  HISTORY    OF  THE    PAISLEY    GRAMMAR  SCHOOL 
AND  ACADEMY— 1864  TO  1873. 


T3REVI0US  to  the  opening  of  the  Academy,  the  Dhwtors, 
among  other  matters,  f  nUy  considered  the  rate  of  Fees  to 
be  charged  in  each  department,  and  finally  resolved  to  make  no 
alteration — that  each  branch  should  be  rated  as  before.  They 
all  felt  how  desirable  it  was  that  the  teachers  should  be  weD 
remunerated,  but  considering  the  charges  made  in  the  Neil- 
son  Institution,  they  thought  it  imprudent  to  increase  the 
Fees  at  that  time,  and  that  they  should  first  secure  the  pros- 
perity of  the  Academy  by  the  appointment  of  first-class 
teachers,  get  it  thoroughly  consolidated,  and  afterwards  make 
such  alterations  as  circumstances  warranted.  Holding  these 
views,  they  fixed  the  Fees  as  in  the  following  circular,  which 
was  issued  about  this  time ; — 

PAISLEY  GRAMMAR  SCHOOL  AND  ACADEMY. 

Under  iht  Management  of  ihe  PROVOST,  MAGISTRATES,  and 
TOWN  COUNCIL^  and  a  COMMITTEE  oj  SUBSCBIBBBS 
to  the  EreeHon  of  the  Academy  Buildings, 


Thv  ACADEMY  will  be  OPENED  on  the  Fibst  of  Seftucbib 
Next,  when  Pupils  of  both  Sexes  will  be  Enrolled  in  the  different 
Olasses,  which  are  to  be  arranged  as  follows,  viz. : — 
1.  Ekolish  iNniATORT  Class, MISS  ISABELLA  THOMSON. 
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2.  Ekolish,  English  Grammab)  Mk.  JAMES  REID,  akd 

AND      CJoMPosmoN,     Geo-  5-  Mb.  JAMES  B.  STEPHENS,  from  the 
OBAPHT,  AND  HisproBT, )      Kilblain  Street  Academy,  Greenock. 

3.  Writino,  Arithmetic,   Ma)  Mr.  DAVID  GLASS,  M.A.,  T.C.D., 

THEMATics,  Algsbra,  AND  >    from  the  liTerpool  Boyal  Institatioii 

BOOK-KXBFINO, )       School. 

4.  French,  German,  and  ItaO  Mb.  GEOBGE  DICKSON,  fromEdin- 

lian, J     bargh. 

15   T..™*^n»«,r-  >  WILLIAM  BRUNTON,  LLD.,  AND 

5.  Latin  AND  Greek, j-     mb.  DICKSON. 

The  Hours  for  the  different  Classes  will  be  arranged,  as  far  as  pos- 
sible, to  enable  Papils  to  attend  whatever  classes  they  may  desire. 

Sckle  of  Fees  per  Quarter  for  Single  Claaa^a,  Payable  in  Advance. 


English— Initiatonr  Class,   Ss.  Od. 

English— Senior  Class, 7b.  6d. 

English,  with  En^h  Gram- 
mar and  Cftmposition,  G^- 
graphy,  and  History, 9s.  Od. 

Wbitino, «5a.  Od. 

Abithmitic, 68.  Od. 

WbTTING  ANDABITHMKnC,..78.  6d. 


Mathematics  or  Aloebba  ...78.  6d. 

Latin, IOb.  6d. 

Gbeek, lOs.  6d. 

Latin  and  Gbeek, lOs.  6d. 

Fbbnch, 108.  6d. 

GsBHAN, 10b.  6d. 

Italian, ...IOb.  6d. 


Fwrther  information  viU  be  obtained  at  tht  Aeademjf. 


In  the  erection  of  this  New  Edncational  Institution  in  Oakshaw 
Street,  the  object  aimed  at  by  the  Subscribers  was  to  supply  the 
long  felt  desideratum  for  a  building  in  which  all  the  branches  of  a 
liberal  course  of  education  could  be  taught  at  a  moderate  rate  under 
the  same  roof,  and  from  which  the  pupils,  after  passing  through  the 
prescribed  curriculum,  might  at  once  proceed  to  the  University,  or 
enter  upon  the  business  of  life.  The  Managers  confidently  antici- 
pate that  in  the  new  building,  and  with  the  able  and  ef&cient  staff 
of  Teachers  whose  services  they  have  been  successful  in  securing, 
the  end  sought  after  will  be  fully  accomplished. 

While  it  is  earnestly  recommended  that  the  entire  course  should 
be  taken,  the  arrangement  of  the  various  Departments  is  such  as  to 
admit  of  a  selection  of  branches,  and  Parents  and  Guardians  have  it 
thus  in  their  option  to  make  choice  of  such  classes  as  they  may 
deem  most  desirable. 

The  Class  Rooics  are  spacious  and  well  ventilated,  and  the  build- 
ing itself  occupies  an  elevated  and  healthy  situation. 

With  all  these  advantages,  the  Directors  have  no  hesitation  in  re- 
commending the  Academy  to  the  liberal  support  of  the  community. 


Oakshaw  Strbit, 
Paisley,  18th  August,  1864. 
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On  the  16th  August,  1864,  a  meeting  of  Subscribers  was 
held  in  the  building,  which  was,  by  that  time,  completed  and 
properly  furnished.  The  gentlemen  present  were  highly 
gratified  with  all  that  had  been  done,  and  requested  the 
Directors  to  make  the  necessary  arrangements  for  opening 
the  Academy,  and  that  with  some  ceremony.  At  a  meeting 
held  two  days  afterwards,  the  Directors  resolved  that  the 
Academy  should  be  opened  on  the  1st  September  next,  at 
one  o'clock,  that  the  public  should  be  invited  to  be  preset, 
that  the  ceremony  of  delivering  over  the  buildings  to  the 
Town  Council  should  then  be  performed  by  Mr.  Robert 
Brown  on  behalf  of  the  Subscribers,  and  that  the  Town 
Council  should,  for  that  purpose,  hold  a  special  meeting  at 
that  hour  in  one  of  the  class-rooms.  It  was  also  agreed  that 
Mr.  Crum  Ewing,  M.P.,  should  be  asked  to  propose  a  re- 
solution recommending  the  new  Educational  Institution  to 
the  liberal  support  of  the  conmiunity,  and  that  Sheriff 
Campbell  should  be  asked  to  support  it ;  that  the  senior 
ministers  of  each  of  the  three  leading  denominations  should 
be  requested  to  officiate  on  the  occasion,  and  in  the  event  of 
any  of  these  gentlemen  being  unable  to  attend,  that  the 
minister  of  the  denomination  next  in  seniority  be  requested* 
The  following  is  a  copy  of  the  advertisement  that  was  in- 
serted in  the  newspapers  and  extensively  distributed  in  the 
town : — 

OPENING 

OF 

THE    PAISLEY    GRAMMAR    SCHOOL 
AND  ACADEMY. 


This  Institution  will  be  formally  Opened  on  THURSDAY  next,  the 
Ist  September,  at  One  o'Clock  p.m.,  when  a  Meeting  of  the  Town 
Council  will  be  held  in  one  of  the  Class  Rooms,  and  the  TiUas  ol 
the  New  Building  will  be  presented  by  the  Subscriben  to  them  for 
behoof  of  the  community. 
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The  Provost  will  preside,  and  the  following  gentlemen  will  take 
part  in  the  proceedings,  viz. : —  ^ 

H.  E.  ORUM  EWING,  Esq.,  M.P. 

Sheriff  CAMPBELL. 

ROBERT  BROWN,  Esq.  of  Underwood  Park. 

Rev.  Mr.  RENNISON. 

Rev.  Mr.  MACDOUGALL,  and 

Rev.  Mr.  POLLOCK. 

Parents  and  Guardians,  and  all  others  interested  in  the  prosperity 
of  this  Institution,  are  respectfully  requested  to  attend. 

WnJJAM  HODGE,  Town  Clerk. 

Paisley,  27th  Aug.,  1864. 

On  Thursday  the  first  September,  1864,  and  long  before 
the  commencement  of  the  opening  ceremony,  the  handsome 
and  commodioos  class-rooms  were  fiUed  with  a  large  assem- 
blage of  ladies  and  gentlemen.  Indeed,  all  classes  in  the 
community  evinced  a  very  strong  interest  in  the  new  Edu- 
cational Institution.  Many  old  scholars  who  had  received 
their  education  at  the  ancient  Grammar  School  were  present 
to  witness  the  greater  facilities  now  afforded  for  a  correct 
system  of  tuition,  by  the  combination  of  the  various  depart- 
ments in  one  building,  as  compared  with  former  times  when 
the  pupils  had  to  travel  from  one  school  to  another  to  re- 
ceive their  different  lessons  in  most  inferior  class-rooms. 

As  arranged,  the  Town  Council  held  a  special  meeting  in 
the  principal  class-room  of  the  English  Department,  and  the 
following  is'a  copy  of  the  sederunt : — 

''  At  a  special  meeting  of  the  Town  Council  convened  for  the  pur- 
pose of  formally  opening  the  new  Grammar  School  and  Academy, 
and  receiving  delivery  of  the  School  Buildings  and  title  deeds  of 
the  property  from  the  Subscribers  : 

PEBSENT— 

David  Campbell,  Esquire,  Provost;  William  Gtillespie,  William 
M'Kean,  William  Barbour,  and  James  Barclay,  Esquires,  Bailies ; 
Messrs.  Matthew  Scott,  William  Russell,  James  Caldwell,  William 
Morrison,  C^rge  Masson,  William  Abercrombie,  Hugh  MTarlane, 
Junior,  and  Richard  Watson,  Councillors  of  the  Burgh  of  Paisley. 
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The  Provost  presided,  and  there  were  also  present  H.  E.  Cmm 
Ewing,  Esq.,  M.P.  for  the  Borgh,  James  Oampbell,  Esq.,  Sheiiff- 
Substitate  of  Renfrewshire;  Robert  Brown,  Esq.,  Underwood  Park, 
Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Subscribers  to  the  School ;  the 
Rev.  William  MacDougall  of  the  United  Presbyterian  Church,  Thirad 
Street ;  the  Rev.  Alexander  Pollock,  of  the  Free  South  Church, 
and  a  number  of  other  gentlemen,  subscribers  to  and  interested  in 
the  Institution. 
The  meeting  was  oj^ened  with  prayer  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  MacDougalL 
The  Pboyost  stated  that  the  meeting  had  been  called  for  tiie  pur- 
pose of  opening  the  School,  and  for  the  Subscribers  to  hand  oyer 
the  title  deeds  of  the  Buildings  to  the  Town  Council  for  behoof  of 
the  community,  which  would  be  done  by  Mr.  Brown,  as  Chairman 
of  the  Committee  of  Subscribers." 

Mr.  Rob£BT  Browk,  of  Underwood  Park,  said— Mr.  ProTost, 
ladies  and  gentlemen,  the  subscribers  to  the  erection  of  this  new 
Academy  have  devolved  upon  me  the  honour  and  the  responsibilitj 
of  presenting  it  to  the  Town  Council,  who  are  hereafter  to  hold  and 
manage  it  for  the  public  behoof.  But  before  doing  so,  aUow  me  to 
state  some  particulars  in  connection  with  the  building  of  thii 
Academy.  Ton  are,  I  believe,  all  aware  that  this  town,  most  un- 
fortunately, lacked  during  the  greater  part  of  this  century,  a  public 
seminary  or  academy,  in  which  should  be  taught  all  the  different 
branches  of  education.  Our  Grammar  School,  which  was  first  en- 
dowed and  established  by  King  James  the  Sixth,  in  1576,  for  the 
teaching  of  Latin  and  Greek,  has  passed  through  many  vidssitudes, 
but  at  the  same  time  has  always  maintained  a  superior  position, 
whether  as  regards  the  accommodation  in  the  school  itself,  <ff  the 
high  scholastic  attainments  of  the  teachers  who  have  had  the  chaige 
of  it.  In  the  English  School  the  teachers  have  also  managed  to  up- 
hold its  respectability,  notwithstanding  the  very  defective  aooonmio- 
dation  of  the  class-room.  As  regards  the  Commercial  School,  I  am 
sorry  that  I  have  not  much  to  state  in  its  favour.  Under  the  man- 
agement of  Mr.  Maoome  it  flourished  many  years  ago,  but  since  then 
it  has  done  no  good,  and,  indeed,  for  the  last  thirteen  yean,  has 
been  shut  altogether.  These  two  schools — the  English  and  Com- 
mercial— were  also  not  only  inferior  as  regards  size  and  ventilation, 
but  were  likewise  situated  in  very  bad  localities  of  the  town.  And 
all  these  three  schools  were,  besides,  completely  separated ;  and  the 
children  were  put  to  great  inconvenience  in  having  to  travel  from 
one  school  to  another.  There  was  also  no  unity  of  system  in  the 
teaching  of  scholars  in  these  three  schools.  It  is,  tiierefore,  no 
wonder  that  their  success  was  interfered  with,  and  that  the  middle 
and  upper  classes  in  this  town  and  neighbourhood  frequently  sent 
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their  children  to  other  places  to  receive  their  education.    When  I 
had  the  honour  of  filling  the  important  position  of  Chief  Magistrate 
of  this  town,  I  bronght  forward  a  scheme  to  remedy  these  defects. 
The  proposal  was  to  build  two  new  class-rooms  in  connection  with  the 
Grammar  School,  and  in  this  manner  to  secure,  in  a  modified  way, 
all  that  was  wanted.    At  that  time  it  was  feared  that  sufficient 
money  might  not  be  got  to  build  a  complete  new  academy ;  and  as 
the  class-room  of  the  Grammar  School  was  considered  to  be  good 
and  well  situated,  this  plan  was  brought  before  the  public  and  their 
support  solicited.     The  total  sum  asked  was  £1000,  and  so  favour- 
ably was  the  proposal  received  that  more  than  double  that  amount 
was  subscribed  at  once.    This  was  extremely  gratifying,  and  showed 
most  unmistakeably  the  feelings  and  wishes  of  tiie  more  wealthy 
classes  in  the  town,  and  how  desirous  they  were  that  greater  facilities 
should  exist  for  the  education  of  their  children.     I  mention  these 
matters  in  connection  with  the  part  I  took  in  attempting  to  improve 
our  high  class  burgh  schools,  not  because  it  was  an  idea  of  my  own. 
On  the  contrary,  the  proposal  to  concentrate  and  improve  these 
schools  engaged  the  attention  not  only  of  my  predecessor  in  the 
Provostship  (Mr.  Mac&fflane),  but  also  of  many  public  spirited  and 
influential  gentlemen  in  the  community  for  a  long  time  past.     In 
the  Paisley  Magazine  of  1828 — ^which  received  literary  contribu- 
tions from  so  many  of  the  educated  men  of  that  day  in  this 
locality,    and   which  is  held  in   such   high  estimation  by  the 
present  generation — ^the  subject  of  improving  the  burgh  schools  by 
forming  an  academy  was  discussed  and  advocated.      And  so  also  in 
the  article  on  Paisley  in  the  Statistical  Account  for  Scotland,  pub- 
lished in  1842,  and  written  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Bums,  the  same  plan 
is  approved  of.     One  of  the  subscriptions  given  for  the  erection  of 
these  buildings,  amounting  to  £40  lis.  6d.,  was  received  from  the 
late  Mr.  Alex.  Carlile,  being  the  balance  of  a  fund  that  was  raised 
in  1836  for  the  erection  of  an  academy,  but  the  project  had,  through 
some  circumstance  or  another,  not  succeeded.    As  already  stated, 
my  proposal  was  to  add  new  buildings  to  the  old  Grammar  School, 
and  in  that  way  to  obtain  sufficient  accommodation  for  an  academy. 
But  when  the  matter  came  to  be  maturely  considered  by  the  sub- 
scribers it  was  deemed  the  best  course,  and  wisely  too,  in  consequence 
of  the  large  sum  that  had  been  so  promptly  subscribed,  to  erect  a 
new  building  for  an  academy  upon  ground  adjoining  the  Grammar 
School,  which  was  acquired  for  that  purpose.    The  foundation-stone 
of  this  building  was,  as  you  must  remember,  laid  with  maspnic  hon- 
ours in  the  presence  of  a  large  concourse  of  people.    The  proceed- 
ings were  conducted  by  the  members  connected  with  the  Masonic 
Lodges  in  this  town,  in  the  neighbouring  villages,  and  in  Glasgow  ; 
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and  it  was  to  them  we  were  entirely  indebted  for  that  masonic  de- 
monstration. The  building  itself  is  from  designs  famished  by  Mr. 
Lamb,  architect,  which  exhibit,  I  think  in  no  ordinary  def^ree, 
whether  as  regards  the  external  elevation  of  the  boilding  or  its  in- 
ternal sub-division  and  accommodation,  his  good  taste  and  judg- 
ment. The  subscribers  hope  that  this  building  may  be  sufficient  to 
meet  all  the  purposes  for  which  it  was  erected.  If  the  success  d 
this  Academy  is  so  great,  however,  that  more  accommodation  is  re- 
quired— and  I  trust  that  will  be  the  case — ^then  I  have  no  doubt  bnt 
means  will  readily  and  cheerfuUy  be  adopted  to  find  a  remedy.  I 
admit  that  there  is  one  defect  connected  with  this  Academy,  and 
that  is  a  deficiency  of  playground  for  the  scholars,  but  that  is  sore 
to  be  remedied  before  very  long.  The  whole  of  the  works  have  also, 
I  am  glad  to  say,  been  carried  on  in  such  a  correct  and  business-like 
manner  by  the  different  tradesmen  that  no  accident  of  any  kind  has 
taken  place  in  connection  with  the  operations,  and  no  one,  therefore, 
has  suffered  any  bodily  injury  during  the  course  of  erection.  Al- 
though we  have  succeeded  in  building  this  Academy  and  furoiihing 
it  in  the  most  approved  manner  for  tiie  benefit  of  the  rising  genera- 
tions, who,  it  is  hoped,  will  largely  take  advantage  of  it,  yet  we  are 
not  thereby  to  be  too  vain  and  to  assume  that  our  forefathers  did 
not  take  that  interest  in  the  improvement  and  management  of  our 
burgh  schools  which  they  might  have  done.  It  is  our  duty  to  do 
full  justice  to  their  memory ;  and  if  we  look  back  to  the  past,  we 
must  be  satisfied  that  our  Gnunmar  School  has,  at  any  rate,  been 
carefully  attended  to  by  our  municipal  rulers,  and  that  this  place  of 
education  has  always  been  the  pride  and  boast  of  our  town.  On 
several  occasions,  as  I  have  already  stated,  new  buildings  have  beoi 
erected,  since  it  was  first  established  nearly  three  hundred  years  ago, 
in  order  to  meet  the  wants  of  the  town,  occasioned  by  the  gradual 
increase  in  the  population.  Our  forefathers  have,  therefore,  ever 
shown  themselves  fully  alive  to  its  importance,  and  it  was  only  at 
the  commencement  of  the  present  century,  when  the  population  of 
this  town  was  about  seventeen  thousand  less  than  it  now  is,  that  the 
present  school  was  erected.  During  the  last  thirty  years,  however, 
the  art  of  teaching  has,  amidst  the  advancement  of  the  arts  and 
sciences  generally,  made  rapid  progress ;  and  it  must  be  confessed 
that  the  facilities  for  the  education  of  the  children  of  the  middle  and 
upper  classes  of  society  in  this  place  have  not  during  that  period 
kept  pace  with  the  age  in  which  we  live.  And  it  ie  to  wipe  out  this 
stain  upon  our  patriotism  and  our  public  spirit  that  this  Educational 
Institution  has  been  erected.  If  there  has  been  some  trouble  and 
anxiety  connected  with  its  erection,  there  has  also  been  no  little  diffi- 
culty in  making  choice  of  the  staff  of  teachers  who  should  conduct  it 
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Not  that  there  was  any  lack  of  able  and  well-qualified  teachers  from 
whom  to  make  a  selection,  butbecausethey  were  sonamerons.    While 
proTirion  has  been  made  in  the  English  department  for  the  teaching 
of  the  beginners   of  both  sexes  by  Bliss  Thomson,   an  accom- 
plished and  properly  trained  female  teacher,  there  will  also  be 
two  masters — Mr.  Beid,  whose  great  experience  and   talents  as 
the  teacher  in  the  English   School   for   the   last   twenty   years 
are  well   known   to   us,    and    Mr.    Stephens,     a  well-educated 
gentleman,  and  a  first-class  teacher — ^for  conducting  the  higher 
classes.      Too  little  attention  has  hitherto  been  given,  I  think, 
to   the   teaching  of   scholars  the  rules  of  English  composition. 
Besides  being  able  to  spell  correctly,  and  having  the  penmanship 
good,  how  very  important  it  is  for  the  future  success  of  young  per- 
sons in  the  business  of  life  to  be  perfectly  qualified  to  express  their 
meaning  and  ideas  in  sentences  which  are  elegantly  and  correctly 
constructed.     In  this  important  study  the  scholars  will  now,  there- 
fore, be  thoroughly  grounded.     To  the  department  of  the  classics 
there  has  also  now  been  added  that  of  modem  languages,  and  these 
important  classes  will  be  under  the  direction  of  Dr.  Brunton,  who 
has  occupied  the  position  of  rector  of  the  Grammar  School  for  so 
long,  and  whose  labours  have  met  with  such  marked  and  uniform 
success.     He  will,  however,  be  assisted  by  Mr.  Dickson,  who  comes 
to  us  with  the  very  highest  recommendations,  and  who  will,  besides, 
be  the  teacher  of  the  French  and  German  languages.    In  these  days 
of  speedy  travelling,  when  two  hours  of  sailing  is  all  that  is  required 
to  connect  this  island  with  France,  and  when  we  can  be  conveyed  in 
twenty-four  hours  from  Paisley  to  Paris,  the  learning  of  the  French 
language  by  every  one  is  now  not  a  matter  of  choice,  but  of  neces- 
sity. In  point  of  fact,  the  intercourse  by  trade,  and  by  travelling  for 
pleasure,  between  the  people  of  this  country  and  that  of  France  Ib 
now  so  great,  that  one's  education  is  not  complete  without  a  know- 
ledge of  the  French  language,  and  ability  to  speak  it  fluently.      I 
regard,  therefore,  the  appointment  of  Mr.  Dickson  to  teach  the 
French  and  German  languages  as  of  the  first  importance  to  this  Aca- 
demy, and  of  the  greatest  advantage  to  the  pupils  attending  it. 
For  the  Commercial  Department,  the  services  of  Mr.  Glass,  of  the 
Royal  Educational  Institution,  Liverpool,  have  been  secured,  and  I 
have  no  doubt  that  when  his  great  abilities  and  qualifications  for 
the  teaching  of  writing,  arithmetic,  and  mathematics  become  known 
he  will  have  many  scholars  attending  his  classes.      Looking,  then, 
to  the  staff  of  teachers  who  will  be  in  this  public  academy  to  take 
charge  of  the  education  of  our  youth,  I  think  that  opportunities 
will  be  given  to  the  inhabitants  of  this  town  and  neighbourhood 
for  the  efficient  and  thorough  education  of  their  children  upon  the 
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most  approved  syBtems— and  at  very  moderate  fees  too— such  as 
they  have  never  had  before,  and  that  the  saocefls  of  those  teachers 
is  sure.  The  duties  which  they  will  have  to  perform  are  of  the 
most  important  kind  ;  for  I  know  no  more  honourable  and  respon- 
sible position  than  that  of  a  teacher  who  devotes  his  whole 
energies  to  the  training  of  the  youth  nnder  his  charge  to  habits 
of  rectitude,  so  that  they  may  afterwards  be  good  diizeDB 
and  good  Christians,  and  thereby  well  qualified  to  fight  tiie 
battle  of  life  here,  and  be  prepared  for  that  more  enduring 
habitation  above.  In  perusing  the  copies  of  the  Factory  Ac- 
counts, in  that  very  able  and  interesting  work  compiled  by 
the  late  Mr.  Mure  of  Caldwell,  entitled  the  '*  Caldwell  Papers,'* 
and  forming  part  of  the  Maitland  Club  books,  I  have  ob* 
served  that  in  1648  and  1649,  more  than  two  hundred  yean 
ago,  the  young  Laird  of  Caldwell  attended  our  Grammar  School 
In  that  book  I  also  find  statements  of  the  school-fees  and  boarding 
paid  for  Mr.  Mure  in  Scotch  money.  The  following  are  specimens 
of  these  entries  : — "  2d  February,  1648. — Itemf  to  the  Schoolmaster 
and  Doctor  at  Paisley  at  direction  of  Mr.  Alex.  Dunlop  for  Wm. 
Mure  his  Candlemas  waig  and  ofiering,  1648 — £11  4b.  Item,  payit 
to  John  Spreull's  wife  in  Paisley,  for  Wm.  Mure,  his  buirding  fra 
first  October,  1648,  till  9th  February,  1649— £45  6s."  Since  tiien 
the'generations  of  the  upper  and  middle  classes  in  this  town  who 
have  come  and  gone,  have  received  their  education  at  our  Gram- 
mar School ;  and  many  of  those  who  left  their  native  home, 
and  went  to  foreign  countries,  have  acquired  honours  and  fortunes, 
and  distinguished  themselves  nobly  among  the  first  of  British 
merchants.  Others  of  them,  who  chose  a  profession  as  their 
business  in  life,  have,  by  their  industry  and  the  energetic  appli- 
cation of  their  talents,  and  the  sound  education  they  received  in 
their  youth,  reached  the  highest  pinnacles  of  fame.  It  has  often 
been  stated,  and  I  believe  correctly,  that  Paisley  has  more  of  her 
sons  who  are  clergymen  in  proportion  to  the  population  than  any 
other  town  in  this  country.  In  almost  every  part  of  Scotland,  and 
in  many  places  in  other  countries,  you  will  find  Paisley  men,  who 
received  the  rudiments  of  their  education  at  this  Grammar  School ; 
and,  one  and  all  are,  from  the  superior  training  and  education  whidi 
they  received  in  their  youth,  prosecuting  with  success  the  business 
or  calling  in  which  they  are  engaged,  and  are  an  honour  to  the  town 
of  their  birth.  If,  then,  in  former  times  our  Burgh  Schools  have, 
with  the  imperfect  and  limited  means  at  their  command,  done  such 
great  good  by  imparting  a  sound  and  liberal  education,  how  much 
more  may  we  therefore  now  expect,  from  the  extremely  moderate 
fees  that  are  to  be  charged,  and  the  great  facilities  for  teaching 
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afforded  by  the  Academy — ^the  opening  of  which  we  have  this  day  met 
to  celebrate.  If,  also,  in  times  long  gone  past,  this  Grammar  School 
was  deemed  capable  of  furnishing  the  requisite  education  to  those  to 
whom  I  have  aJluded,  it  is  not,  therefore,  surely,  too  much  to  expect 
that,  in  the  altered  and  improved  state  of  this  educational  institution 
— ^in  the  numerous  and  efficient  staff  of  teachers — ^we  shall  have^a 
great  increase  in  the  number  of  scholars.  In  the  management  of  the 
affairs  of  the  academy,  and  in  the  conducting  of  the  classes,  there 
will,  of  course,  be  no  distinction  shown  to  one  pupil  more  than 
another.  The  child  of  the  rich  man  and  that  of  the  poor  will  sit  on 
the  same  form,  and  the  only  superiority  that  can  be  recognised  will 
deservedly  be  that  of  the  attentive  and  meritorious  scholar.  I  have 
already  occupied  too  much  of  your  time,  but  I  have  only  further  to 
state,  on  behalf  of  the  subscribers,  in  handing  to  the  Town  Council, 
over  which  you  so  ably  preside,  these  papers,  which  are  the  title 
deeds  to  these  grounds  and  buildings,  to  be  held  and  managed  by 
yon  and  your  successors  in  office— most  faithfully,  I  have  no  doubt 
— for  the  public  behoof,  and  for  the  benefit  of  the  present  and  future 
generations ;  that  it  is  their  fervent  wish  that  this  Academy  may 
amply  meet  the  great  want  that  has  been  so  long  experienced  in  this 
town  and  neighbourhood — ^that  it  may  be  a  first-class  seminary  in 
which  our  children, shall  receive  a  thorough  and  liberal  education  in 
English  literature,  mathematics,  modem  languages,  and  classics — and 
that  its  success  may  greatly  exceed  our  most  sanguine  expectations. 
Mr.  Brown  delivered  to  the  Provost,  on  behalf  of  the  Town 
Council,  the  following  title  deeds  of  the  ground  upon  which  the 
Academy  is  erected,  and  which  are  granted  in  favour  of  the  Town 
Council,  in  trust,  for  behoof  of  the  community,  viz.  : — (1)  Disposi* 
tion  by  Mr.  James  Beid,  Teacher  of  the  Town's  English  School, 
dated  13th  May  and  12th  June,  1863.  (2.)  Disposition  by  Mr. 
James  Parlane,  Printer  and  Stationer  in  Paisley,  and  others,  dated 
Uth,  19th,  20th,  and  21st  May  and  12th  June,  1863.  (3.)  Feu 
charter  by  the  Trustees  of  the  Reformed  Presbyterian  Congregation 
of  Paisley,  dated  14th  May  and  3d  and  29th  June,  1863,  and  all 
recorded  in  the  Register  of  Sasines  for  Renfrewshire,  the  24th  day  of 
July,  1863,  and  the  several  writs  of  these  properties  conform  to 
inventories  thereof,  subscribed  as  relative  thereto. 

Provost  Campbbll  then  rose  and  said.  Ladies,  Mr.  Brown,  and 
Gentlemen,  on  behalf  of  this  large  and  important  Burgh,  and  its 
Magistrates  and  Council,  I  cordially  thank  the  subscribers  to  the 
fund  for  the  erection  of  this  handsome  building,  and  sincerely  con- 
gratulate them  on  the  success  of  their  laudable  undertaking  to  extend 
our  school  accommodation.  The  Council  cheerfully  and  gratefully 
accept  the  title  deeds  now  handed  to  us,  and  the  subjects  thereby 
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oonyeyed  for  behoof  of  the  community.  The  important  additional 
tniBt  thus  conferred  upon  the  Municipal  Authorities  will,  I  beliere, 
be  executed  by  us  and  our  successors  in  office  with  fidelity  and  zeal ; 
and,  aided,  as  happily  we  have  been,  and  are  hereafter  to  be,  by  the 
advice  and  co-operation  of  an  influential  and  very  competent  com- 
mittee of  the  subscribers,  we  have  every  reason  to  hope,  that  the 
educational  interests  of  this  town  will  be  largely  promoted  and 
benefited  by  the  operations  of  the  institution  now  opening.  It  is 
very  gratifying  to  be  able  to  say  that  an  excellent  start  has  been 
made.  I  can  fully  corroborate  Mr.  Brown  as  to  our  choice  of 
teachers.  With  great  care  and  caution  we  proceeded  in  this  matter, 
and  we  have  secured  an  efficient  staff  composed  of  a  lady  and  five 
gentlemen,  whose  education  and  intellectual  and  moral  attainments 
eminently  qualify  them  for  the  successful  discharge  of  the  onerous 
and  highly  responsible  duties  of  their  profession,  and  to  whose 
tuition  and  discipline,  we  are  persuaded  parents  and  guardians  may, 
with  much  confidence,  entrust  their  youthful  charges.  I  again 
thank  the  subscribers  for  their  public  spirit,  and  the  substantial  and 
valuable  aid  they  have  given  the  authorities  in  the  cause  of  educa- 
tion ;  and  I  have  much  pleasure  in  asking  our  excellent  Member, 
Mr.  Crum  Ewing,  whom,  1  am  sure,  we  all  rejoice  to  have  with  us  to- 
day, to  submit  a  resolution  for  your  approval. 

Mr.  Cbum  EwiiTG  said — ^Mr.  Provost  Campbell,  ladies  and  gentle- 
men, I  deem  it  a  very  high  honour  and  privilege  to  be  allowed  to  take 
part  in  the  important  proceedings  of  this  day.    I  look  on  it  as  a  most 
auspicious  occasion  for  the  burgh,  and,  indeed,  one  in  which,  identified 
as  I  am  in  all  my  feelings  with  the  welfare  of  the  Burgh,  I  am  dkpoeed 
to  take  a  special  and  peculiar  interest.    The  occasion  of  our  meetings 
Mr.  Provost,  is  suggestive  of  many  important  subjects  on  whidi  I 
might  attempt  to  dilate,  but  I  think,  in  a  meeting  of  this  kind,  to 
talk  of  the  great  benefits  which  education  has  conferred  on  mankind 
in  general,  would  be  out  of  place,  and,  indeed,  in  such  an  assemUy 
as  I  now  address,  not  only  out  of  place,  but  almost  an  insult  to  Hair 
understanding.    Sir,  the  question  of  education,  and  the  best  mode  of 
giving  education  to  the  people,  has  given  rise  to  many  theories,  and 
I  am  not  aware  of  any  subject  on  which  greater  diversity  of  opinion 
exists.     Some  people  think  that  Crovemment  should  do  everything ; 
that  commencing  with  the  youth  at  the  very  elements  of  edncition. 
they  should  continue  presiding  over  his  education  till  the  student 
has  left  the  University.     Others  think  that  such  a  system  would  be 
most  prejudicial  to  education,  and  that  it  would  tend  to  destroy  the 
independence  of  the  people.    Another  party  thinks  that  a  middle 
course  might  be  adopted,  with  great  satisfaction  and  good  results  to 
all,  and  that,  aided  by  local  assessment  and  local  management^  tlie 
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best  means  of  education  might  be  given  to  those  children  who  other- 
wise would  not  be  educated.     Time  was,  and,  indeed,  I  may  say,  is 
not  so  long  gone  past,  but  that  many  of  us  have  it  in  our  recollection^ 
when  an  opinion  prevailed  among  certain  of  the  upper  dasses  in  this 
country,  that  to  bestow  education  to  any  extent  on  the  working 
population  would  make  them  discontented  with  their  position,  and 
that,  to  give  them  more  than  the  mere  rudiments  of  education, 
might   be    subversive   of   all  order  in  society.     Now,   however, 
all  this  has  changed,  and  I    believe    you   will  scarcely  find  a 
man  who  does  not  acknowledge  the  great  benefit  which  educa- 
tion, has  been  to  the  nation,   and  who    does  not  look  forward 
with  satisfaction  to   its   future  progress.      Most   certainly  edu- 
cation must  be  esteemed  in  a  community,  the  great   majority 
of  whom  aim  at  raising  the  political  status  of  the  working  people,  as 
well  as  giving  them  an  intellectual  education.    Now,  I  believe, 
there  must  be  individuals  in  this  assembly  who  hold  all  these  respec- 
tive views,  and,  I  feel,  therefore,  that  to  discuss  these  questions 
would  be  treading  on  delicate  ground.     I  will  content  myself,  there- 
fore, merely  by  saying,  that  I  am  sure,  while  we  hold  these  various 
opinions,  all  have  the  same  end  in  view — ^namely,  to  give  the  bless- 
ings of  education  to  the  great  body  of  the  community.    I  rejoice  to 
think,  sir,  that  very  few  in  this  assembly  will  not  join  with  me  in 
denouncing  any  educational  system  which  will  aim  at  giving  merely 
secular  instruction  without,  at  the  same  time,   accompanying  it 
with    sound  religious  instruction.      Many  of  you  may  be  aware 
that,  towards  the  end  of  last  Parliamentary  Session,  the  Scotch 
members  went  in  a  body  to  Lord  Granville,  President  of  the 
Board  of  Education,  and  made  representations  to  him  regarding 
the   state  of   education   in  Scotland,   and  the   consequence  has 
been  that  the  Queen  has  been  pleased  to  appoint  a  Royal  Com- 
mission for  the  purpose  of  inquiring  into  the  state  of  education  in 
Scotland.     This  Commission,  gentlemen,  will,  no  doubt,  very  soon 
commence,  if  they  have  not  already  commenced,  their  labours  ;  and 
when  they  have  given  in  their  report,  probably  Grovemment  may 
endeavour  to  find  some  system  which  may  please  the  generality  of 
the  nation.     Perhaps,  however,  all  this  may  vanish  into  empty  air, 
as  indeed  has  been  the  case  with  all  previous  educational  measures. 
Meantime,  however,  I  am  glad  to  think  one  thing  is  certain,  that 
instead  of,  like  the  man  in  the  fable  praying  to  Jupiter  to  help  yon 
out  of  the  ditch,  and  waiting  for  his  assistance,  which  never  came, 
yon  have  in  the  most  handsome   and   noble   manner   raised  a 
fund  Bufiident  to  erect  this  commodious  and  beautiful  building 
in  which  we  are  now  met  for  the  purpose  of  giving  the  youth 
of  this  community  a  sound  and  liberal  education.    The  resolu- 
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tion   which   has   been   pat   into    my    hands   proposes   that   we 
should  give   our    recommendation   to    the    inhabitants   of  this 
town    and    neighbourhood,    to    countenance    and    support    this 
Academy,  but  I  am  afraid  that  our  recommendation  would  be 
of  little  avail  unless  we  held  out  the  prospect  of  a  sound  and 
substantial  benefit  to  be  derived  therefrom.     I  think  what  you  have 
heard  to-day  from  Mr.  Brown  and  Provost  Campbell  is  a  sufficient 
guarantee  that  such  benefit  will  be  derived  from  this  Academy.    The 
old  Burgh  School  of  Paisley,  as  you  have  heard  stated  by  Mr. 
Brown,  has  always  held  a  high  place  in  the  public  estimati(ni,  and  I 
think   those   gentlemen   who   have   so   long  presided  over  that 
institution  may  well  look  back  with  pride  and  satisfaction  to  the 
many  excellent  scholars  they  have  educated  in  it.    Tou  will  still 
have  the  benefit  of  their  assistance,  and,  in  addition  to  that,  we 
have  heard  Mr.  Brown  and  the  Provost  speak  of  the  laige  staff  of 
new  tethers  who  have  been  selected.    These  gentlemen  and  this 
lady  have  been  selected  after  a  most  careful  scrutiny, — I  have  no 
doubt  from  a  great  host  of  applicants, — ^I  understand  on  the  groond 
of  their  various  attainments  in  teaching.    The  curriculum  is  ex- 
plained by  the  prospectus  as  such  that  every  one  may  have  the 
benefit  of  what  is  called  a  liberal  education ;  and  it  is  formed  in 
this  way,  that  those  who  have  finished  their  course  at  this  Academy 
may  at  once  proceed  to  a  University  to   prosecute  their  studies 
farther,  or  enter  at  once  on  the  business  of  life ;  and,  at  the  same 
time,   those  whose   opportunities   do  not  afford  this,   may  rest 
satisfied  that  they  have  the  benefit  of  being  well  grounded  in 
English,  in  writing,  arithmetic,  and  geography,  should  they  go  no 
farther.    Now,  ladies  and  gentlemen,  it  is  under  these  circumstances 
that  we  have  met  this  day  formally  to  open  the  institution ;  and  I 
am  sure  you  will  all  join  with  me  in  invoking  the  Divine  bleoing 
both  on  teachers   and   scholars,   that   this   Academy   may  tend 
to  promote  the  temporal,   spiritual,  and  eternal  welfare  of  this 
community,  and  also  the  glory  of  the  Almighty.    The  motion  which 
I  have  now  to  make  is,  that  a  commodious  Academy  having  now 
been  erected  in  this  town,  and  a  numerous  as  well  as  a  select  staff 
of  teachers  brought  to  conduct  it,  this  meeting,  therefore,  recom- 
mends it  to  the  cordial  support  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  town  and 
neighbourhood. 

Sheriff  Campbell  said  he  felt  it  a  very  high  honour  that  he  had 
been  asked  to  second  the  resolution  which  had  just  been  proposed 
by  the  Member  for  the  Burgh.  It  was  always  a  great  pleasure  to 
him  to  be  present  when  the  people  of  Paisley  were  met  togeth^ 
for  any  beneficial  object,  and  he  had  particular  gratification  in  being 
present  at  this  time  because  of  the  object  of  this  day's  meeting. 
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The  first  proposition  of  the  resolation  he  was  called  upon  to  second 
could  admit  of  no  dispute.  The  Academy  was  commodious  and  suit- 
able, and  well  adapted  for  its  intended  purposes.  For  his  part,  he 
was  glad  that  the  plan  originally  proposed,  embracing  an  upper  flat, 
had  not  been  adopted,  as  they  could  not  in  that  case  have  had  the 
lofty  and  well  ventilated  halls  of  the  present  building.  It  was 
well  known  that  upper  flats  were  not  approved  of  in  educational 
buildings,  and  by  having  the  difierent  class-rooms  all  on  the  one 
floor,  the  rector  could  exercise  supervision  over  all  the  depart- 
ments without  the  trouble  and  annoyance  of  ascending  a  single 
stair.  To  the  second  portion  of  the  resolution,  regarding  the  staff 
of  teachers,  he  could  speak  with  great  confidence,  in  regard  at 
least  to  some  of  them.  He  had  been  on  terms  of  intimacy  with 
Dr.  Brunton,  the  rector,  for  some  years ;  and  after  visiting  the 
school  in  order  to  see  how  his  own  two  boys  were  getting  on 
and  to  form  an  opinion  as  to  the  state  of  the  classes,  he  could 
testify  that  nowhere  were  the  classical  languages  taught  more 
earnestly,  efficiently,  or  successfully  than  by  Dr.  Brunton.  Mr. 
Beid  from  his  lengthened  period  of  tuition  in  the  town  was  well 
known  to  all,  and  his  abilities,  conjoined  with  the  labours  of  a  tal- 
ented assistant,  were  a  guarantee  that  the  duties  of  his  department 
would  be  efficiently  discharged.  The  Sheriff  then  referred  in  com- 
plimentary terms  to  the  character  and  qualification  of  each  of  the 
other  teachers,  and,  after  expressing  a  hope  that  the  school  would 
long  be  esteemed,  and  experienced  by  the  people  of  Paisley  as  a  valu- 
able agency  in  education,  concluded  by  seconding  the  resolution. 
The  meeting  was  closed  with  prayer  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Pollock. 

We  give  a  view  of  the  buildings  as  seen  from  Oakshaw 
Street.  There  are  altogether  five  class-rooms,  with  ceilings 
eighteen  feet  high,  and  so  constmcted  that  ready  communi- 
cation may  be  had,  one  room  with  another,  and,  with  the  old 
Grammar  School,  they  can  accommodate  580  scholars.  The 
buildings  are  one  storey  in  height,  and  the  style  of  the  archi- 
tecture is  Gothic,  bold  and  massive  in  character.  A  pleasing 
effect  is  given  to  the  front  by  the  broken  lines  of  the  building, 
gables  being  projected  with  massive  corbelled  oriel  windows 
overhanging  the  line  of  wall;  and  the  roof  is  broken  up  in  its 
long  lines  by  dormer  windows  thrown  up  into  the  slopes ; 
altogether,  the  building,  in  appearance,  is  very  effective, 
adding  an  interesting  architectural  feature  to  the  locality. 
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lUnstrated  views  are  likewise  given  of  the  east,  west,  and 
south  elevations,  and  also  a  ground  plan  of  the  whole 
building. 

After  the  Academy  was  opened,  a  great  many  different 
matters  of  considerable  importance  required  to  be  attended 
to  by  the  Directors,  before  the  institution  could  be  brou^t 
into  a  thoroughly  organised  state,  and  all  the  classes  to  work 
harmoniously.  Many  meetings  were  held,  and  so  great  was 
the  interest  taken  in  the  business  brought  from  time  to  time 
under  consideration,  that  they  were  invariably  well  attended 
by  the  members. 

In  consequence  of  the  great  number  of  scholars  who  had 
entered  the  different  classes,  and  the  decided  success  that 
that  had  attended  the  opening  of  the  Institution,  the  Direc- 
tors agreed  that  Miss  Thomson  should  also  open  a  class  for 
sewing  and  other  industrial  work.  They  likewise  agreed  to 
advertise  for  a  Janitor.  There  were  ten  applications  for  the 
office,  and  the  Directors  appointed  Mr.  Walter  Stewart ;  his 
emoluments  were  to  be  an  aimual  fee  of  two  shillings  and 
sixpence  from  each  scholar. 

A  syllabus  or  prospectus  containing  the  names  of  the 
masters,  general  time-table,  detailed  class  table,  scale  of  fees, 
with  other  information,  was  very  much  wanted;  and  after 
consulting  with  the  masters,  it  was  completed  and  ordered 
to  be  printed  and  issued  to  the  parents  of  scholars  and  to  the 
public,  and  advertised  in  the  newspapers.  It  was  as 
follows: — 
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PAISLEY  GRAMMAR  SCHOOL  AND  ACADEMY, 

CNDSR  THE  MANAGEMENT  OF  THE  PROVOST,  MAGISTRATES,  AND  TOWN 
COUNCIL,   AND  A  COMMITTEE  OF  SUBSCRIBERS  TO  THE  ERECTION 
OF  THE  ACADEMY  BUILDINGS. 


DIRECTORS: 

APPOINTED  BY  THE  TOWN  COUNCIL. 


David  Campbell,  Esq.,  Provost. 
James  Rirclay,  Esq.,  Bailie. 
Matthew  Scott,  Esq.,       „ 
James  Caldwell,  Esq.,      „ 
William  Morrison,  Esq.,  „ 
John  Graham,  Esq.,  Treasurer. 


Geo.  Masson,  Esq.,     Councillor. 
Richard  Watson,  Esq.,        „ 
H.  Macfarlane,  Jan.,  Esq.,  „ 
Wm.  Abbrcrombie,  Esq.,       „ 
A.  H.  Park,  Esq.,  „ 


appointed  by  the  subscribers. 


Robert  Brown,  Esq. 
Thomas  Coats,  Esq. 
Stewart  Clark,  Esq. 


P.  C.  Macgregor,  Esq. 
Wm.  Philips,  Esq. 
Db.  M'Kechnie. 


In  the  erection  of  this  new  Educational  Institution  (in  Oakshaw 
Street)  the  object  aimed  at  by  the  Subscribers  was  to  supply  the 
long  felt  desideratum  for  a  building  in  which  all  the  branches  of  a 
liberal  course  of  education  could  be  taught  at  a  moderate  rate  under 
the  same  roof,  and  from  which  the  pupils,  after  passing  through  the 
prescribed  curriculum,  might  at  once  proceed  to  the  University,  or 
enter  upon  the  business  of  life.  The  Directors  confidently  anticipate 
that  in  the  new  building,  and  with  the  able  and  efficient  staff  of 
teachers  whose  services  they  have  been  successful  in  securing,  the 
end  sought  after  will  be  fully  accomplished. 

While  it  is  earnestly  recommended  that  the  entire  course  should 
be  taken,  the  arrangement  of  the  various  Departments  is  such  as  to 
admit  of  a  selection  of  branches,  and  parents  and  guardians  have 
it  thus  in  their  option  to  make  choice  of  such  classes  as  they  may 
deem  most  desirable. 

The  class-rooms  are  spacious  and  well  ventilated,  and  the  build- 
ing itself  occupies  an  elevated  and  healthy  situation. 

With  all  these  advantages,  the  Directors  have  no  hesitation  in 
recommending  the  Academy  to  the  liberal  support  of  the  com- 
munity. . 

Oakshaw  Street, 
Paisley,  November,  1864. 
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PROSPECTUS  FOR  SESSION  1864^. 


MASTERS,   ETC. 


BNGLISH  miTIATORT  CLASS. 

MISS  ISABELLA   THOMSON. 

BMOLISH,  BNOLISH  GRAMMAR  AND  OOMPOSITION,  OEOORAP HT,  AND  HIBTOBT. 

Mb.   JAMES   REID, 

And 

Mr.  JAMES  B.  STEPHENS,  fromtheKiLBLATy  Academy,  GreenocL 

WRITINO,  ARTTHMBTIC,  MATHEBIATIOS,  ALGEBRA,  AND  BOOK-KSSPIKO. 

Mr.  DAVID  GLASS,  M.A.,  T.C.D., 
From  the  Liverpool  Royal  Institution  School. 


FRENCH,  GERMAN,  AND  ITALIAN. 

Mr.  GEORGE  DICKSON,  from  Edinburgh. 

LATIN  AND  GREEK. 

WILLLVM  BRUNTON,  LL.D.,  and  Mr.  DICKSON. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


FAISLKT  CmAXHAK  SCBOd.  AS9  ACAOIMT. 


361 


2  ^■ 


^  A  H 


S 

! 


o 


I 

o 

3 


I 

4 


^ 


i4 


H 

as 

I 

P 


t§ 


"^  a 


S 


I      Ml 


I 


I 


4»   O 


|2 


e 


I 


o 

-a 


4 


•§5 


I 

3 


S 


•ii 


<« 


a  ♦ 


1j 


|3 


S 


s 


3 

CI 


CI 

3 


^ 

4 
-g 


CO 

o 


3 


i 


v2 


Digitized  by 


Google 


362 


THE  HI8T0BT  OF  THB 


DETAILED   CLASS   TABLE. 


Classbs. 

Hours. 

CouxsB  OF  Study. 

Grkek. 

IstClMB. 

9  to  lo|  Bryce's  Greek  Reader. 

2dClaM. 

9tol0 

Bryoe's  Greek  Reader:  Xenaphon. 
Xenophon;  Homer;  DictateaExeroBesin 

3d  Class. 

9tol0 

Prose  and  Verse. 

Latik. 

IstClau. 

lto3 

Rudiments,  with  Lessons  in  Reading  and 

2d  Class. 

lto3 

Composition,  History,  and  GeMrraphy. 
Rudiments ;  Delectus ;  Dictated  E^erdsee 

3d  Class. 

10  to  12 

in  Composition ;  History  &  Geogmhy. 
Ovid;  CsMar;  Imitative  Exercises;  Coam- 
bers's  History  of   Rome ;    Geography 
and  Antiquities. 

4th  Class. 

10  to  12 

Sallu8t;yii^;Cioero;  Latin  Prose  Com- 
position ;  History,  Geogn^y,  and 
Antiquities. 

Viral ;  Horace  ;  Terence  ;  livy  ;  Cioao ; 
l^tus ;  Exercises  in  Prose  and  Verse ; 

athaass. 

10  to  12 

Frbnch. 

History,  Geography,  and  Antiquities. 

1st  Class. 

11  to  12 

Hall's  First  French  Course  ;  Grammar. 

2d  Class. 

12tol 

Schneider's     French    Reader;    Caron's 
French  Grammar. 

3d  Class. 

12tol 

PujoPs  Advanced  French  Course ;  Dic- 
tated Exercises. 

English. 

• 

Initiatory  Class. 

lOtol 

1st  Junior  Class. 

lOtol 

No.  IV.  S.  S.  B.  A.  Scries. 

2d  Junior  Class. 

lOtol 

No.  V.  S.  S.  B.  A.  Series. 

1st  Senior  Class. 

9  to  11 

Collier's  British  History. 

ftlto2 

M'CuUoch's  Course    of  Reading;   Word 
Expositor ;  Lennie's  Grammar ;  Reid'i 
Geography  ;  Hiley's  Compomtion,  Part 
I. ;  Bible  and  Shorter  Catechism. 

2d  Senior  Class. 

llto2 

Same  books  as  in  1st  Senior  Class. 

-I 
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DETAILED  CLASS  TABLE— Continued. 


Classes. 

Hours. 

CouBSE  OF  Study. 

Enulish. 

3rd  Senior  Class. 

2to3 

Collier's  British  History;  Advanced 
Reader ;  Word  Expositor ;  Hiley's  Com- 

position, Part  n. 

Abithmbiic, 

Wbiting,  &C, 

Janior  Class. 

9.tol0 

Writing. 

10  to  11 

Arithmetic,  Simple  and  Compound  Boles, 
Fractions,  kc,  Trotter's  Small  Arith- 

metic, Smith's  Largid  Arithmetia 

Jon.  k  Sen.  Class. 

11  to  12 

Writing. 

12tol 

Arithmetic,  Simple  and  Compound  Rules, 
Fractions,  Ac,  Trotter's  and  Smith's 
Arithmetics. 

Senior  Class. 

lto2 

Writing  and  Book-keeping  ;  Commercial 
Forms,  Letters,  &c  ;  Chambers's  Book- 
keeping. 

Advanced  Mathematics  ft  Arithmetic,  and 

2to3 

Smith's    Large    Arithmetic;    Euclid; 

Colenso's  Algebra. 

Young  Ladies* 

3to4 

Writing,  Arithmetic,  ko. 

Private  Class. 

SCALE  OF  FEES  PER  QUARTER, 
Payable  in  Advance. 


«. 

d 

«.    d. 

English — Initiatory  Class,  - 
English— Junior  Class, 

5 

0 

Book-keeping,     - 

•      7    6 

7 

6 

Mathematics, 

7    6 

English,  with  English  Gram- 

Latin,-       -        . 

•    10    6 

mar  and  Composition,  Geo- 
fijraphy  and  History, 

Greek,         .        .        .        . 

•    10    6 

9 

5 

0 
0 

Latin  and  Greek, 

French,       -        .        .        , 

10    6 
.    10    6 

Arithmetic,          ... 

5 

0 

German,      .        .        .        . 

.    10    6 

Writing  and  Arithmetic,    - 

7 

6 

Italian, 

•    10    6 

Janitob's  Fee  for  every  Pupil  is  2b.  6d.  per  annum. 

Charge  for  Copies,  Specimen  Sheets,   Pens,   Ink,  and  Slate  Pencil  for  Pupils 
attending  Writing  and  Arithmetic,  Is.  per  Quarter. 
No  Charge  to  be  made  against  any  PupU  attending  Arithmetic  only. 
Winter  portion  of  Seaaion,  Pupils  to  pay  Is.  for  Coals. 
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QUARTER  DAYS. 


The  Qaarter  Days  for  this  Session  are  Ist  September,  18th  No- 
yember,  10th  February,  and  28th  April,  and  each  of  these  days  is 
set  apart  for  enrolling  Papils,  and  not  as  a  holiday,  in  order  to  pre- 
yent  intemiption  of  the  ordinary  business  of  the  Scho<^  Parents 
are  particularly  requested  to  enter  into  this  arrangement,  as  it  is 
extremely  inoonyenient  for  the  Teachers  to  attend  to  Accounts  wlien 
engaged  in  tuition.  To  preyent  desultory  attendance.  Pupils  (with 
certain  exceptions^  returning  after  any  Quarter  Day  are  charged  the 
full  fee  for  that  Quarterly  Term,  as  in  many  cases  such  Pupils  give 
more  trouble  than  those  joining  at  the  proper  time. 


ATTENDANCE. 

When  a  Pupil,  from  sickness  or  other  sufficient  cause,  camiot 
attend,  an  intimation  ought  to  be  sent  to  the  Teacher  as  soon  as 
possible  ;  at  latest,  with  the  Pupil  on  his  return  to  SchooL 


In  the  beginning  of  October  in  this  year,  the  DirectoR 
had  under  their  consideration  the  necessary  rules  for  exter- 
nal discipline,  and  agreed  to  the  following,  which  were 
ordered  to  be  signed  by  the  Clerk,  printed,  and  hung  up  in 
the  different  classrooms: — 


REGULATIONS  FOR  EXTERNAL  DISCIPLINB. 


I. — The  Pupils  are  strictly  enjoined  to  be  respectful  and  obedient 
to  eyery  teacher  in  the  Insfcitution,  whether  they  belong  to  his 
department  or  not ;  to  attend  to  the  orders  of  the  Janitor  while 
in  the  Play  Ground  ;  to  be  punctual  and  regular  in  their  atten- 
dance ;  to  be  quiet  and  orderly  in  entering  or  leaying  the  Class- 
room ;  and  to  be  all  in  their  places  before  the  second  bell  is 
oyer. 

II.— Uttering  or  Writing  Improper  Words  of  any  description,  Qusr- 
rolling,  or  using  Irritating  Language  to  each  other.  Applying 
Nicknames,  &c.,  &c.,  are  forbidden. 

III.— No  Pupil  can  be  allowed  to  Smoke,  or  use  Tobacco  in  any 
form. 
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IV. — ^Throwing  Stones,  Gravel,  using  Fire-Arms,  Gunpowder,  and 
Lucifer  Matches,  or  anything  that  may  injure  others,  and  all 
Rudeness,  either  in  the  Play  Ground  or  on  the  way  to  or  from 
School,  are  forbidden. 
V. — ^AU  Writing  upon,  or  otherwise  injuring  the  Furniture  of  the 
Class-rooms,  or  any  part  of  the  buildings,  is  forbidden.    Also, 
Running,  Playing,  or  making  a  Noise  in  any  of  the  Corridors, 
Lobbies,  or  on  the  Stairs. 
YI. — No  Books  or  other  Articles  are  to  be  left  in  the  Class-rooms, 
Corridors,  Lobbies,   or  Play  Grounds ;  and  when  any  such 
Articles  are  found,  they  must  be  given  in  charge  to  the  Janitor. 
By  Order  of  the  Directors. 

WM.  HODGE,  Clerk. 
PfMey  Qrammar  School  and  Academy, 
October,  ISSJ^ 


In  order  to  maintain  a  continuous  surveillance  over  the 
work  of  the  departments,  the  Directors  resolved  to  appoint 
a  Visiting  Committee  for  each  Quarter,  whose  duty  it  should 
be  to  visit  the  Institution  regularly,  and  report  to  the 
general  meetings  of  Directors, — the  Committee  to  consist 
of  four  of  their  number,  and  one  of  them  to  act  as  convener. 

One  of  the  appointments  made  by  the  Directors — ^that  of 
Mr.  Stephens,  principal  assistant  to  Mr.  Keid — ^was  un- 
fortunate. He  became  irregular  in  his  attendance  and 
conduct,  a  circumstance  which  proved  injurious  to  the 
department  under  his  charge,  and  became  a  source  of  much 
trouble  to  the  Directors.  However,  on  7th  April,  1865,  he 
resigned  his  situation ;  and  Mr.  Reid,  with  the  approval  of 
the  Directors,  made  an  interim  appointment  of  Mr.  James 
Cunningham, — a  student  of  Divinity  belonging  to  Paisley, — 
to  discharge  the  duties  of  the  class  until  a  successor  to 
Mr.  Stephens  should  be  chosen.  The  Directors  agreed  to 
advertise  for  an  assistant ;  but  this  became  unnecessary,  as 
an  arrangement  was  shortly  afterwards  made  with  Mr.  Reid, 
who  had  now  become  aged,  to  reth^  from  the  School 
altogether  on  receiving  from  his  successor  a  life  annuity  of 
£25. 
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The  new  Master  uow  to  be  appointed  was  to  enter  on  his 
duties  at  the  commencement  of  the  session,  on  1st  Septem- 
ber following. 

The  Presbytery  of  Paisley  had,  in  former  years,  been  in 
the  habit  of  visiting  and  examining  the  Town's  Schools,  and 
at  this  time  they  proposed  to  examine  the  Grammar  School 
and  Academy.  When  this  proposal  was  made  known,  the 
Convener  of  the  Visiting  Committee,  after  consulting  with 
the  Provost,  sent  notice  to  the  Presbytery  that  the  Institution 
was  now  under  a  Committee  of  Directors,  to  whom  appli- 
cation should  be  made.  The  Presbytery  did  not  make 
application,  and  no  examination  took  place. 

For  the  Head  Mastership  of  the  English  department  in 
place  of  Mr.  Reid,  who  had  resigned,  there  were  altogether 
fifty-three  applications.  The  Directors,  after  much  con- 
sideration and  enquiry,  reduced  them  to  a  leet  of  four,  and 
agreed  that  the  election  should  take  place  on  the  16th  Jnne. 
It  was  further  resolved  to  inform  the  gentlemen  that  they 
were  placed  on  the  short  leet,  and  to  request  them  to  attend 
at  the  Academy  to  conduct  one  or  more  classes  in  presence 
of  the  Directors  at  periods  fixed.  All  the  four  candidates 
complied  with  this  proposal,  which  gave  the  Directors  an 
excellent  opportunity  of  judging  of  their  quaUfications.  On 
the  day  fixed  for  the  election,  the  Directors,  after  discussing 
at  length  the  abilities,  qualifications,  and  fitness  of  the 
several  candidates  for  the  office,  unanimously  appointed  Mr. 
David  Donaldson,  of  the  Free  Normal  Coll^,  Glasgow,  to 
be  the  Head  Master  for  the  English  department, — **To 
enter  on  his  duties  on  1st  September  next,  subject  to  tiie 
rules  and  regulations  of  the  Academy  already  adopted  or 
that  may  hereafter  be  adopted;  without  payment  of  Miy 
salary,  but  with  right  to  the  fees  from  and  after  the  date  of 
his  entry,  burdened  with  the  payment  of  £25  yearly  to  Mr. 
James  Reid,  late  teacher  of  the  school,  during  his  life,  so 
long  as  Mr.  Donaldson  shall  continue  to  hold  office ;  and  to 
give  three  months'  notice  prior  to  a  quarter  before  leaving." 
Mr.   Donaldson,    F.EJ.S.,  had    the   very  best  c«tificates 
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from  gentlemen  who  were  in  a  position  to  judge  of  his 
qualifications  as  a  teacher.  He  was  bom  in  Kilmarnock  on 
25th  December,  1830.  After  the  usual  school  course, 
during  which  he  studied,  besides  Latin,  Greek,  and  French, 
he  entered  the  Free  Church  Normal  College,  Glasgow,  as 
one  of  the  highest  bursars.  At  the  close  of  the  session 
1852,  he  obtained  the  highest  Government  certificate 
awarded  to  Free  Church  students  of  that  year,  and  was 
appointed  Master  of  the  Bridgegate  Mission  School,  Glasgow, 
in  connection  with  Dr.  Buchanan's  congregation.  At  the 
close  of  1853,  he  was  appointed  Master  of  the  model  school 
in  the  Free  Church  Normal  Seminary,  Glasgow ;  and,  in 
1856,  was  promoted  to  the  Mastership  of  the  senior  school 
of  that  Institution.  While  in  that  situation,  he  was  elected 
a  Fellow  of  the  Educational  Institute  of  Scotland,  and  his 
Government  certificate  of  merit  was  raised  to  the  highest 
grade.  We  may  further  state  that,  for  some  years  after  his 
appointment,  he  was  engaged  in  editing  one  of  the  Texts 
for  the  Early  English  Society,  viz., — "  The  Destruction  of 
Troy."  It  was  completed  in  1874,  and  the  second  part  has 
recently  been  issued  to  members.  In  this  work,  he  was 
assisted  by  the  late  Rev.  George  A.  Panton;  but  Mr. 
Donaldson  made  the  transcript  of  the  MS.,  prepared  it  for 
the  press,  wrote  the  notes,  glossary,  and  introductory  paper — 
in  short,  did  all  but  the  introduction  to  the  work,  and  even 
supplied  the  greater  part  of  the  materials  for  that  portion, 
too.  It  was  arranged  with  Mr.  Donaldson  to  take  charge  of 
the  classes  for  two  or  three  weeks  before  the  session  closed, 
and,  also,  to  conduct  the  classes  at  the  examination.  This 
was  a  very  fortunate  arrangement,  for  it  gave  parents  and 
others  an  opportunity  of  witnessing  his  great  abilities  as  a 
teacher,  and  helped  to  allay  the  feeling  that  had  been  raised 
against  this  department  from  Mr.  Stephen's  misconduct. 
The  great  increase  in  the  number  of  scholars  at  the 
commencement  of  the  next  session  testified  that  his  merits 
had  been  fully  comprehended. 

At  several  meetings,  the  Directors  considered  the  best 
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way  of  conducting  the  first  examination  of  the  Academy  at 
the  close  of  the  session ;  and  ultimately  fixed  that  it  should 
take  place  on  the  12th  and  13th  July^  that  it  should  extend 
over  two  days,  and  that  the  prizes  should  be  distributed  in 
the  High  Church  at  the  close  of  the  examination.  They 
also  resolved  that  the  Provost  should  then  preside  and 
address  the  meeting,  and  that  he  request  Sheriff  Campbell  and 
some  other  gentiemen  to  deliver  addresses  also.  A  drcolar 
was  advertised  in  the  newspapers,  and  given  to  the  parents  <tf 
the  scholars,  regarding  the  proceedings  of  the  examination 
and  the  opening  of  the  classes  at  the  beginning  of  the 
following  session. 

The  number  of  prizes  to  be  given,  and  how  the  money 
was  to  be  obtained  to  provide  them,  were  difficulties  which 
were  fortunately  very  quickly  overcome.  The  interest  (rf 
the  fund  for  providing  the  Barry  Medal  was  sufficient  to 
obtain  that  medal,  and  the  other  prizes  for  the  pupils  in  the 
Classical  department ;  and  the  Town  Council  voted  £5  to 
purchase  prizes  to  the  meritorious  pupils  in  the  Commercial 
department. 

Two  private  gentlemen  (Mr.  William  Hodge,  Orr  Square, 
and  Mr.  Robert  Brown,  Underwood  Park)  presented  prizes, 
the  former  to  the  boy  and  girl  who  were  the  best  writer  and 
arithmetician, — ^the  latter,  a  silver  medal,  to  the  pupil  who 
had  made  the  greatest  progress  in  writing  during  the  session. 
Mr.  James  Reid,  the  former  Mast^,  kindly  sent  a  sum  of 
£10  to  be  given  in  prizes  to  the  pupils  in  the  English 
department ;  and  Mr.  P.  C.  M*Gregor  of  Brediland  gave  a 
prize  to  the  best  elocutionist.  It  was  agreed  that  the 
number  of  prizes  for  the  Conmiercial  department  should  be 
forty-five,  and  for  the  English  department  thirty-two. 

As  .arranged,  the  first  annual  examination  of  the  Gram- 
mar School  and  Academy  took  place  on  the  12th  and 
13th  July.  The  interest  taken  in  it  by  parents  and  others 
was  very  great,  and  the  class-rooms  were  crowded  doling 
both  days.  Tho  proceedings  in  the  different  departments 
were  conducted  by  the  masters  to  the  entire  satisfaction  of 
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all  present.  The  examination  altogether  proved  a  very 
SQccessf  ul  one.  About  two  o'clock  of  the  second  day,  when 
it  was  concluded,  the  audience  and  pupils  adjourned  to  the 
High  Church  for  the  distribution  of  prizes.  Provost 
Campbell  presided,  and  there  was  a  large  assembla^  of 
ladies  and  gentlemen  belonging  to  the  Town  and  neighbour- 
hood. Provost  Campbell,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Rennison,  and 
Sheriff  Campbell  addressed  the  audience,  and  all  highly 
praised  the  teachers  for  their  eflSciency  in  the  discharge  of 
their  duties.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Fraser  closed  the  proceedings 
with  prayer. 

The  following  is  a  copy  of  the  prospectus  issued  at  the 
commencement  of  session  1865-66 : — 


PAISLEY  GRAMMAR  SCHOOL  AND  ACADEMY, 

UKDBR   THE   MANAQEMENT   OF   THE    PROVOST,    MAGISTRATES,    AND   TOWN 

COUNCIL,  AND  A  COMMITTEE  OF  SUBSGRIBBES  TO  THE  EBBCTION 

OF  THE  ACADEMY  BUILDINGS. 


DIRECTORS: 

APPOINTED  BY  THE  TOWN  COUNCIL. 


DAVID  CAMPBELL,  Esq. ,  Provost. 
JAMES  BARCLAY,  Esq.,  BaiUe. 
MATTHEW  SCOTT,  Esq. ,     „ 
JAMES  CALDWELL,  Esq.,  „ 
WM.  MORRISON,  Esq.,        „ 
WM.  ABERCROMBIE,Esq.,Treas. 


GEO.  MA8S0N,  Esq.,  Councillor. 
RICHARD  WATSON,  Esq.,    „ 
H.  MACPARLANE,Jim.,Esq.,„ 
JOHN  FISHER,  Esq., 
A.  H.  PARK,  Esq., 


APPOINTED  BY  THE  SUBSCRIBERS. 


ROBERT  BROWN,  Esq. 
THOMAS  COATS,  Esq. 
STEWART  CLARK,  Esq. 


P.  COMYN  MACGREGOR,  Esq. 
WILLIAM  PHILIPS,  Esq. 
Dr.  M'KECHNIE. 
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PROSPECTUS  FOR  SESSION  1865-6. 


MASTERS,      ETC. 


ENGLISH  DEPARTBIENT. 

£irOU8Hy  SKOLISH  ORi^MMAB  AND  COMPOSITION,  OBOO&APHT,  HISTOKT, 
AND  ELOCUTION. 

Me.  DAVID  DONALDSON,  F.E.LS.,  and  Miss  THOMSON. 


MATHEMATICAL  AND  COMMERCIAL  DEPARTMENT. 

OBOMETBT,    ALGEBRA,    WBITINO,    ABITHMBTIO,   AND    BOOK-KBBPIVO. 

Mb.    DAVID   GLASS,    M.A.,    T.O.D. 


CLASSICAL  DEPARTMENT. 

classics  and  modern  lanouaoes. 

Db.  BRUNTON,  Rector  of  Grammar  School, 

AND 

Mr.  GEORGE  DICKSON. 


INDUSTRIAL    DEPARTMENT. 

PLAIN  AND  FANCY  WORK,  SEWING,  KNITTING,  NVITINO,  AND  CBOCHIT. 

Miss  ISABELLA  THOMSON. 
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DETAILED  CLASS  TABLE. 


Hours. 

Course  oe  Study. 

Qrrsk. 

l8t  Class. 

9  to  10 

Bryce's  Greek  Reader. 

2d  Class. 

9  to  10 

Bryce*s  Greek  Reader ;  Xenophon. 
Xenophon  ;   Homer ;  Dictated  Exerdaei 
in  rrose  and  Verse. 

3rd  Class. 

9  to  10 

Latin. 

Ist  Class. 

lto3 

Rudiments,  with  Lessons  in  Reading  and 
Composition,  EUstory,  and  Geography. 

2nd  Class. 

lto3 

Rudiments;  Delectus;  Dictated  Exerdaes 
in  Composition  ;  History  k  Geography. 

3rd  Class. 

10  to  12 

Ovid ;  Caesar ;  Imitative  Exercises ;  Cham- 
bers's History  of  Rome,  Geography  and 
Antiquities. 

Sallust;    Virgil;    Cicero;    Latin    Prose 

4th  Class. 

18  to  12 

Composition  ;  History,  Geography,  and 

Antiquities. 

&th  Class. 

10tol2 

Virgil ;  Horace  ;  Terence  ;  livy  ;  Cicero; 
Tacitus ;  Exercises  in  Prose  and  Verac; 

French. 

History,  Geography,  and  Antiquitiea 

Ist  Class. 

11  to  12 

Hall*s  First  French  Course  ;  Grammar. 

2nd  Class. 

12tol 

Schneider's     French     Reader;    Caroa'B 

3rd  Class. 

12tol 

Pujel's  Advanced  French  Course ;  Dic- 
tated Exercises. 

English. 

Initiatory  Class. 

lOtol 

1st  Junior  Class. 

lOtol 

No.  IV.  S.  S.  B  A.  Series,  and  Ekments 
of  Grammar. 

2nd  Junior  Class. 

llto2 

No.  V.  S.  S.  B  A.  Series,  Manual  of  Pro- 
nunciation, and  Elements  of  Grammar. 

Ist  Senior  Class. 

9toll 

Corner's  British  History;  M^Culloch's 
Course  of  Reading  ;   Word  Expositor ; 

Lennie's    English    Grammar;    Read's 

Geography ;  Armstrong's  Compositioo. 

2nd  Senior  Class. 

lOtotl) 

ito2 ; 

Same   Books   as   in  first  Senior  Clasi; 

If    tt           f* 

Thomson's  Geography. 
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DETAILED  CLASS  TABLE— Continubd. 


CLAlttilS. 

HouRa 

Course  oj  Study. 

English. 

3rd  Senior  Class. 

2to3 

Collier's  British  Empire;  Advanced 
Reader ;  Thomson's  Geography  ;  Ad- 
vanced Grammar  and  Composition. 

Mathematics, 

ABrrHMRTIC, 

WRrrnro,  &c. 

Junior  Class. 

9tol0 

Writing. 

lOtoll 

Arithmetic— Trotter's  Small  Arithmetic  ; 
Smith's  Large  Arithmetia 

Jul  &  Sen.  Class. 

II  to  12 

Writing. 

Senior  Class. 

I2tol 

Writing  and  Book-keeping — Commercial 
Forms,  Letters,  ftc. ;  Chambers's  Book- 
keepinff. 

Jon.  ft  Sen.  Class. 

lto2 

Arithmetic  —  Trotter  &  Smith's  Arith- 
metics. 

Senior  Class. 

2to3 

Geometry,  Algebra,  and  Mensuration — 
S.S.B.A.  Euclid  ;  Todhunter's  Algebra. 

Private  Classes  for 

4to5 

Writing,  Arithmetic,  ftc. 

Yoong  Ladies. 

5to6 

Advanced  English;  Grammar,  Composi- 
tion, Geography,  and  History. 

SCALE  OF  FEES  PER  QUARTER. 

PAYABLE  IN    ADVANCE. 


Mathematics, 

Latin,- 

Greek, 

Latin  and  Greek, 

French, 

German, 

Italian, 

Industrial  Work, 


8. 

D. 

7 

6 

10 

6 

10 

6 

10 

6 

10 

6 

10 

6 

10 

6 

2 

0 

English — Initiatonr  Class,    •    6 
English — Junior  Class,  -    7 

EngUsh,  with  Grammar,  Com- 

e>8ition,  Geography,  and 
istory,  ...  -  9 
Writing,  ...  -  5 
Arithmetic,  •  -  -  •  6 
Writing  and  Arithmetic,  •  7 
Book-keeping,      -        -        -    7 

Private  Classes— eacl^  10s.  6d.  per  Quarter. 

Janitor's  Fee  for  every  PupiU  28.  6d.  per  Ann^itn, 

Charge  for  Copies,  Specimen  Sheets,  Pens,  Ink,  and  Slate  Pencil  for  Pupils  attending 
Writing  and  Arithmetic,  Is.  per  Quarter. 
No  chaige  to  he  made  against  any  Pupil  attending  Arithmetic  only. 
Winter  portion  of  Session,  Pupils  to  pay  Is.  for  Cools. 
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QUARTER  DAYS. 

The  Quarter  Days  for  this  Session  are  Lit  September,  17ih 
November,  9th  February,  and  27th  April,  and  each  of  these  days  is 
set  apart  for  enrolling  Pupils,  and  not  as  a  holiday,  in  order  to 
prevent  interruption  of  the  ordinary  business  of  the  School 
Parents  are  particularly  requested  to  enter  into  this  arrangement, 
as  it  is  extremely  inconvenient  for  the  Teachers  to  attend  to  accounts 
when  engaged  in  tuition.  To  prevent  desultory  attendance,  PjipiU 
(with  certain  exceptions)  returning  after  any  Quarter  Day  are 
charged  the  full  fee  for  that  Quarterly  Term,  as  in  many  cases  snch 
Pupils  give  more  trouble  than  those  joining  at  the  proper  time. 

ATTENDANCE. 

When  a  Pupil,  from  sickness,  or  other  sufficient  cause,  camiot 
attend,  an  intimation  ought  to  be  sent  to  the  Teacher  as  soon  as 
possible  ;  at  latest,  with  the  Pupil  on  his  return  to  SchooL 


Another  important  subject  which  occupied  the  attention 
of  the  Directors  at  several  meetings  was,  whether  there 
should  be  a  Rector  who  should  exercise  a  general  control 
.  over  the  Institution.  The  question  was  not  whether  Dr. 
Brunton  should,  besides  being  Rector  of  the  Grammar 
School,  also  be  the  Rector  for  the  other  departments,  but 
should  there  be  a  Rector  at  all  ?  The  Directors  were  aware 
that,  in  the  large  and  important  Academy  of  Dundee,  there 
was  no  Rector ;  but,  instead,'  a  court  composed  of  the 
teachers  managed  all  matters  connected  with  the  Academj, 
and  made  such  representations  to  the  Directors  as  they 
deemed  necessary.  They  also  knew  that  the  Glasgow  High 
School  was  worked  in  the  same  manner,  and  that  the  Glas- 
gow Town  Council,  as  far  back  as  1782,  by  the  advice  of 
the  Ministers  and  Professors,  came  to  the  resolution  that 
the  office  of  Rector  should  be  abolished,  and  the  business  of 
the  masters  should  be  conducted  with  equal  rank  and  au- 
thority. On  the  other  hand,  it  was  well  known  to  the 
Directors  that  most  of  the  Grammar  Schools  and  Academies 
in  the  country  were  managed  by  Rectors.  After  fully 
weighing  the  whole  subject,  the  Directors,  at  a  meeting  held 
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ou  the  29th  June,  came  to  the  resolution  not  to  appoint  a 
Rector  to  superintend  the  Institution,  but  "  that  the  Head 
Masters  be  constituted  a  Court  or  Committee  under  the 
Directors  to  see  to  the  proper  enforcing  of  the  regulations 
for  external  discipline  already  adopted,  or  to  be  hereafter 
adopted  by  the  Directors,  through  whom  all  communications 
relating  to  the  proper  working  and  discipline  of  the  school 
might  be  made  ;  such  Court  or  Committee  to  meet,  at  least, 
once  a  month ;  the  teachers  respectively  to  hold  the  office  of 
Chairman  for  six  months  in  order  of  seniority  of  appoint- 
ment ;  and  the  meetings  to  be  held  in  the  class-room  of  the 
Chairman,  or  in  such  other  place  as  he  may  appoint.  The 
Chairman  to  preside  at  all  meetings,  and  to  have  power  to 
convene  meetings  when  he  may  judge  it  necessary,  and  also 
that  a  regular  minute  book  of  the  proceedings  of  the  said 
Court  or  Committee  should  be  kept,  wherein  all  deliverances 
should  be  fully  recorded,  which  should  be  kept  by  the  Chair- 
man, and  be  open  and  patent  at  all  times  to  the  Directors, 
and  laid  before  them  from  time  to  time  when  required." 

As  the  Janitor  was  dissatisfied  with  his  situation,  the  Di- 
rectors agreed  to  have  another  put  in  his  place ;  and  on  the 
29th  August  they  made  choice  of  Mr.  John  Wilson,  at  one 
time  Janitor  in  the  Government  School  of  Design.  His 
emoluments  were  to  be  a  fee  of  2s.  6d.  from  each  pupil  annu- 
ally ;  and  he  was  **  bound  to  keep  the  outside  and  inside  of 
the  Academy  clean  and  tidy,  and  to  wash  the  whole  apart- 
ments and  passages,  at  least,  once  in  each  month,  and  to 
abide  by  and  fulfil  whatever  regulation  may  be  made  from 
time  to  time  by  the  Directors."  He  was  also  allowed  to  sell 
refreshments  to  the  pupils. 

By  letting  the  class-rooms  for  various  purposes  compatible 
with  the  general  business  of  the  Institution,  the  Directors 
managed  to  obtain  a  considerable  amount  of  funds,-  and 
thereby  lessened  the  expense  to  the  Council  of  maintaining 
the  Academy.  The  late  Mr.  J.  J.  Wallace  applied  for  one 
of  the  class-rooms  to  teach  dancing  in  after  school  hours, 
and  the  Directors  agreed  to  grant  one  of  them  to  be  so  used 
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on  three  afternoons  each  week  for  a  term  of  four  months,  at 
a  rent  of  £15.  At  the  same  time,  they  let  another  class- 
room for  one  night  weekly  for  six  months  to  a  private  party 
of  young  ladies  and  gentlemen,  called  "The  St.  Cecilia 
Society,"  for  practising  singing,  and  the  rent  was  fixed  at 
£5  for  that  period.  Some  time  after  this,  a  division  took 
place  in  the  congregation  of  Baptists  worshipping  in  Storie 
Street  Chapel ;  and  an  application  having  been  made  for 
one  or  two  of  the  classrooms  on  Sundays,  the  Directors 
agreed  to  give  them  one  large  classroom  and  two  smaller 
ones,  at  the  rate  of  £30  per  annum. 

To  secure  uniformity  in  the  advertisements  and  public 
notices  regarding  the  classes  in  the  Academy,  the  Directors 
resolved  "  that  none  of  the  Teachers  shall  issue  or  publish 
any  individual  notices,  but  all  notices  to  be  issued  hereafter 
should  be  joint  notices,  and  include  all  the  classes  in  the 
Academy,  and  emanate  as  from  the  Directors, — ^the  notices 
to  be  first  submitted  to,  and  approved  of  by  the  Directors;" 
and  to  be  paid  by  the  Teachers.  At  the  same  time,  the 
Teachers  were  instructed  to  report  to  the  Directors  at  the 
end  of  each  quarter  "the  number  of  scholars  attending  each 
department  of  the  Academy." 

At  this  time,  the  Directors  had  a  letter  from  a  parent 
complaining  of  the  punishment  inflicted  by  Mr.  Glass  on  a 
son  of  his  for  some  alleged  insubordination  in  school.  This 
letter  was  sent  to  Mr.  Glass,  and  an  explanation  requested. 
At  next  meeting,  the  Provost  stated  that  an  answer  had  been 
received  from  Mr.  Glass ;  "  and  that  since  then  he  had  met 
with  these  gentlemen,  and  explanations  having  been  given 
by  Mr.  Glass  relating  to  the  matter  complained  of,  the 
gentleman  who  made  the  complaint  expressed  himself 
satisfied  therevnth."  The  Directors  were  much  gratified 
that  this  complaint  had  been  arranged  to  the  satisfaction  of 
all  parties,  and  desired  the  Court  of  Teachers  to  inform 
them  what  offences  ought  to  be  considered  so  serious  as  to 
render  it  necessary  to  expel  a  pupil  from  the  school.  "  The 
remit  of  the  Directors  having  been  taken  up,  and  considered 
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in  the  light  of  the  law  of  Scotland,  which  places  the 
teachers  in  loco  parentis  within  the  schoolroom  and  play- 
ground during  the  time  the  School  is  open,  the  Teachers 
are  of  opinion  that  the  ordinary  offences  of  the  pupils  are 
such  as  belong  to  the  routine  business  of  the  School,  and, 
therefore,  may  be  safely  left  to  the  discretion  of  the 
Teachers ;  but  such  extraordinary  offences  as  may  be  classed 
under  the  head  of  contumacy,  contempt  of  external  and 
internal  discipline,  are  such  as  deserve  expulsion,  and,  there- 
fore, fall  under  the  scope  of  the  remit  of  the  Directors." 
This  answer  was  approved  by  the  Directors ;  and  from  that 
time,  no  complaint  was  laid  before  them  either  by  parent  or 
pupil. 

To  enable  Mr.  Donaldson  to  join  and  share  in  the  benefits 
of  the  Teachers'  Widows'  Fund,  the  Directors,  about  this 
time,  agreed  to  pay  him  an  annual  salary  of  £8  6s.  8d, — the 
same  as  was  received  by  the  Commercial  Master;  and  they 
arranged  that  this  money  should  be  taken  ^rom  the  funds 
derived  from  letting  the  class-rooms.  ^ 

The  Janitor,  John  Wilson,  died,  and  shortly  afterwards 
his  widow  was  appointed  to  succeed  him.  The  appointment 
was  made  on  the  7th  of  June  of  this  year,  and  after  the 
Directors  had  seen  that  Mrs.  Wilson  could  perform  the 
duties  of  the  situation  to  their  satisfaction. 

The  next  annual  examination  was  fixed  to  take  place  on 
the  5th  and  6th  July,  and  the  prizes,  as  formerly,  to  be 
given  to  the  pupils  in  the  High  Church  at  the  close  of  the 
examination. 

The  prizes  given  by  private  gentlemen  were — Mr.  William 
Hodge,  two  prizes  to  the  best  writers — one  for  boys,  and 
one  for  girls,  and,  also,  two  silver  medals  to  the  best  arith- 
meticians—one for  boys,  and  one  for  girls;  Mr.  Robert 
Brown,  two  silver  medals  to  the  pupils  who  had  made  the 
greatest  progress  in  writing  during  the  session — one  for  boys, 
and  one  for  girls ;  Mr.  P.  C.  Macgregor,  a  prize  to  the  best 
elocutionist ;  Mr.  Peter  Coats  of  Woodside,  a  silver  medal 
for  excellence  in  English  Grammar  and  Composition. 

X  2 


Digitized  by 


Google 


378  THE  HISTORY   OF  THB 

After  making  all  the  necessary  arrangements,  the  Direo 
tors  likewise  agreed  that  the  following  circular  (which  was 
similar  to  the  one  of  last  year)  regarding  the  examinadon 
should  be  sent  to  parents  and  guardians  of  pupils,  circulated 
in  the  Town  as  widely  as  possible,  and  advertised  in  tbe 
newspapers : — 

PAISLEY  GRAMMAR  SCHOOL  AND  ACADEMY. 

The  annual  examination  of  pupils  will  take  place  on  Thursday, 
the  5th,  and  Friday,  the  6th  July  proximo. 

On  Thursday,  the  Commercial  and  Modem  Language  Depart- 
ments will  be  examined 

From  11  a. m.  till  2  p.m.  ; 
On  Friday,  the  English  and  Classical  Departments  will  be  examined 

From  10.30  a.m.  till  2  p.m.  ; 
And  the  Prizes  will  be  distributed  in  the  High  Church  at  the  close 
of  the  examination  on  Friday,  at  two  o'clock. 

Parents  and  guardians  of  pupils,  and  all  parties  interested  m  the 
Listitution,  are  respectfully  invited  to  be  present. 

The  Classes  will  be  re-opened  for  Session  1866-67  on  Monday,  3rd 
September  next,  when  the  teachers  will  be  in  attendance  in  the 
class-rooms  for  enrolling  pupils. 

Paisley,  28th  June,  1866. 

The  number  of  pupils  enrolled  in  the  different  depart- 
ments during  the  quarter  preceding  the  examination  was  as 
follows : — 

English. 

Miss  Thomson,         47 

Mr.  Donaldson,        138 

Commercial. 
Mr.  Glass, 130 

Grammar  School. 
Dr.  Brunton,  Latin  and  Greek,       ...         ...    44 

French,         ...         .,.         ...         ...         ...     25 

This  was  a  considerable  increase  over  the  numbers  of  the 
previous  year. 
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The  5th  and  6th  July  were  busy  days  in  all  the  class- 
rooms. As  at  the  last  examination,  the  rooms  were  crowded 
with  ladies  and  gentlemen,  and  all  took  a  deep  interest  in 
the  proceedings  in  the  different  departments. 

At  the  conclusion  of  the  examination  an  adjournment 
was  made  to  the  High  Church  for  the  distribution  of  the 
prizes,  which  consisted  of  several  silver  medals  and  a  large 
number  of  valuable  books.     Provost  Macfarlane  presided. 

The  proceedings  having  been  commenced  with  prayer  by  the  Rev. 
Mr.  France, 

The  Pbovost  intimated  that  Mr.  Macgr^or,  who  was  chairman 
of  the  visiting  committee  for  this  quarter,  would  make  a  short  ad- 
dress, after  which  they  would  proceed  to  distribute  the  priies. 

Mr.  P.  CoBiTO  Mago&boob  then  said— Mr.  Provost,  Ladies,  and 
Gentlemen, — This  day  ends  the  second  session  of  our  new  Grammar 
School  and  Academy,  and  does  so  under  most  favourable  circum- 
stances. I  am  sure  the  resiQt  of  the  two  days'  examination  will  be 
highly  satisfactory  to  those  gentlemen  who  so  lately  contributed  of 
their  time  and  their  means  to  place  Paisley  in  a  proper  position  in 
respect  to  education.  I  could  have  wished  that  another  had  occu- 
pied my  of&cial  position  to-day,  one  who  initiated  the  movement  to 
regenerate  our  time-honoured  Grammar  School,  who  guided  and 
fostered  that  movement,  who  in  season  and  out  of  season  devoted 
his  time  and  his  energy  to  its  accomplishment,  and  to  whose'  indivi- 
dual exertions  we  are  mainly  indebted  for  the  erection  of  the  edified 
we  have  just  left, — I  allude  to  Mr.  Brown  of  Underwood  Park, — 
and  I  am  sure  I  echo  the  feelings  of  my  brethren  in  the  management 
when  I  make  this  public  recognition  of  his  important  services.  It 
is  a  cause  of  much  satisfaction  to  the  directors  to  notice  the  quiet 
and  steady  progress  the  Academy  is  making.  It  was  not  to  be  ex- 
pected that  at  first  everything,  as  respects  our  class  arrangements, 
would  work  quite  smoothly  ;  but  the  improvement  manifested  this 
year  is  great,  and  I  have  no  doubt  that,  with  the  experience  we  have 
now  obtained,  we  will  commence  next  session  with  something  ap- 
proaching perfection  in  our  details.  During  the  recess  various  im- 
provements, both  for  the  comfort  of  the  pupils  and  the  appearance 
of  the  building,  will  be  carried  out.  When  the  plans  for  the  new 
building  were  under  consideration,  it  was  believed  they  were  exten- 
sive enough  to  meet  any  reasonable  amount  of  success,  but  so  much 
has  the  attendance  in  the  Commercial  department  increased,  under 
Mr.  Glass,  that  the  room  we  allotted  him  in  the  new  building  was 
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found  much  too  small,  and  we  have  had  to  remove  him  to  the  Ui^ 
class-room  of  the  old  Grammar  School.  I  quite  anticipate  that,  ere 
many  years,  we  will  require  still  further  to  extend  our  accommoda- 
tion, for  the  really  superior  and  well-grounded  education  we  give  is 
quietly  and  surely  telling  upon  thoughtful  parents.  Much  of  the 
success  of  such  an  institution  depends  on  the  teachers ;  and  I  think 
the  directors  have  been  eminently  fortunate  in  the  selections  they 
have  made.  I  have  to  convey  to  the  teachers  the  hearty  appreds- 
tion  of  the  directors  of  the  diligence,  and  zeal,  and  ability,  they  have 
brought  to  bear  on  their  several  departments — To  Dr.  Bruntcm,  as 
rector  of  the  Grammar  School  department,  and  his  able  assistant, 
Mr.  Dickson ;  to  Mr.  Donaldson,  head  of  the  English  department, 
and  Miss  Thomson,  his  amiable  and  accomplished  coadjutor ;  and  to 
Mr.  Glass,  the  head  of  the  Ck>mmercial  department.  That  they  have 
all  nobly  done  their  duty  is  evidenced  by  the  two  days'  examina- 
tion just  concluded,  but  this  point  will  be  specially  illustrated  by  a 
rev.  gentlemen,  weU  qualified  for  the  task,  who  will  address  yon 
after  the  prizes  are  distributed.  It  is  usual,  on  occasions  like  this, 
for  the  Convener  to  address  the  parents,  on  the  importance  of  giving; 
their  children  the  best  education  of  which  their  means  admit,  bat 
this  point  I  will  also  leave  to  my  rev.  friend.  And  now,  my  dear 
young  friends,  1  desire  to  say  a  few  words  specially  to  you.  This  is 
your  literary  Olympic,  when  your  prizes  are  distributed — ^prizes  given 
for  the  purpose  of  throwing  over  your  juvenile  talent  those  himoraiy 
splendours  "  that  brighten  its  green  shoots,  and  foster  them  into 
bloom.  **  You  cannot  all  get  prizes.  Those  who  have  failed  this 
year  may  succeed  the  next ;  but  whether  you  succeed  or  not,  all  of 
you  who  have  earnestly  contended  have  secured  a  prize  more  vala- 
able  than  any  we  can  give,  in  the  self-improvement  which  such  com- 
petitive study  promotes.  I  need  not  impress  upon  you  the  importance 
of  making  the  most  of  your  present  opportunities,  nor  warn  yon  of 
the  remorse  in  after-life  sure  to  r^ult  from  the  neglect  of  snch 
privileges  as  you  now  enjoy.  These  matters  have  been  better 
impressed  upon  you  by  your  teachers  in  the  dass-room,  than  I  can 
attempt  to  do  here  ;  but  this  much  I  will  say,  wherever  your  after 
lot  may  be  cast,  remember  what  you  owe  to  this  Academy,  and 
yield  it  the  genuine  homage  of  a  well  spent  life.  It  may  not  be  the 
lot  of  all  of  yon  to  adorn  the  eminences  of  life,  but  the  very  hum- 
blest among  you  may,  at  least,  bless  its  valleys.  I  am  glad  to  know 
that  your  conduct,  both  in  the  class-room  and  play-ground,  meets 
with  the  general  approval  of  your  teachers.  This  is  as  it  should  be. 
Without  discipline,  no  proper  improvement  can  be  attained  ;  and, 
remember,  that  good  manners  are  better  than  good  looks.  I  thiiik 
it  is  Lord  Chesterfield  who  says — **  The  manner  of  a  vulgar  man  has 
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freedom  without  ease,  and  the  manner  of  a  gentleman  has  ease  with- 
out freedom.'*  And  now  that  your  tasks  are  over,  and  your  holi- 
days about  to  begin,  I  wish  you  health  and  strength  to  enjoy  your- 
self in  the  bright  summer  sunshine.  Wherever  you  go^to  the 
sea-side  or  green  fields,  or  babbling  brooks,  may  you  be  happy,  and 
may  all  joy  go  with  you  !  I  believe  I  am  addressing  some  who  are 
leaving  school  to  enter  upon  the  more  active  pursuits  of  life,  that 
mature  swarm  which  every  educational  hive  annually  throws  off.  You 
are  about  to  begin  the  battle  of  life  in  earnest,  and  I  conjure  you  to 
be  earnest.  Believe  me  when  I  tell  you,  and  I  know  I  am  speaking 
to  you  words  of  sterling  stamp,  that  your  success  in  life,  your  emi- 
nence, your  happiness,  are  altogether  apart  from  the  accidents  of 
birth  and  fortune,  and  are  much  within  your  own  control.  Neither 
be  ye  misled  by  the  fallacy,  that  only  great  genius  can  command 
success.  Diligence  and  perseverance  will  supply  the  place  of  genius, 
and  often  outstrip  it  in  the  race.  Diligence,  not  genius,  is  the  con- 
dition of  success.  Remember  that  a  teacher's  reputation  can  only 
live  in  the  lives  of  distinguished  pupils,  and  resolve  to  be  distin- 
guished. In  one  of  those  moments  of  inspiration  which  ever  and  anon 
dart  into  the  mind  of  youth,  when  fond  memories  cluster  around  you, 
and  when  the  soul  awakes  to  a  new  impulse — when  you  feel  an  in- 
ward consciousness  of  a  bright  future,  and  your  whole  being  be- 
comes inspired  with  nobler  sentiments  and  a  purer  feeling--oh  ! 
yield  to  the  inspiration  of  that  sacred  hour !  'Tis  your  better 
angel  pointing  the  way — accept  his  guidance — look  beyond  the 
oracle  in  which  you  live  and  move  and  have  your  being — look  to 
that  fresh  field  lying  beyond  there  and  stretching  onward  to  eternity 
— there,  fix  upon  a  point  to  which  your  end  and  your  aim  shall  be 
unceasingly  directed.  To  that  point,  turning  neither  to  the  right 
hand  nor  to  the  lef t«  in  season  and  out  of  season,  heedless  alike  of  the 
fears  of  the  timid  and  the  frowns  of  the  capitulators  and  incapables, 
steadfastly  direct  your  course,  in  the  hope  that  you  may  one  day 
reach  the  summit,  and  ere  your  sun  sinks  in  the  unknown  sea,  may 
plant  on  that  summit  the  pilgrim's  staff  you  carry,  and,  decked  with 
a  garland  sacred  to  the  truth,  leave  U  there  as  your  mark,  to  point 
out  to  future  ages  the  road  you  have  joumied  from  the  cradle  to 
the  grave. 

The  Provost,  in  presenting  the  "  Brown  Silver  Medals  "  for  the 
greatest  improvement  in  writing  during  the  session,  said  the  medals 
were  given  by  Mr.  Brown  of  Underwood  Park,  and  one  of  them  had 
been  gained  by  one  of  his  own  daughters.  Mr.  Brown  himself 
thought  she  should  be  passed  over,  but  the  committee  did  not  think 
it  proper  that  that  should  be  done.  The  specimens  of  writing  had 
been  sent  to  a  person  at  a  distance  to  judge  of,  who  knew  none  of 
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the  parties,  so  that  no  one  connected  with  the  Academy  had  any- 
thing to  do  in  making  the  awards.  ^ 

During  the  distribution  of  the  prizes  there  were  frequent  demon- 
strations of  applause  from  the  boys,  which  seemed  to  indicate  their 
satisfaction  and  concurrence  in  the  fairness  of  the  awards.  Master 
James  Campbell,  in  particular,  on  receiving  the  Barrie  Medal  for 
haying  completed  with  honour  the  full  classical  curriculum  of  fife 
years  was  loudly  cheered. 

At  the  conclusion  of  the  distribution  of  the  prizes  the  Provost  in- 
timated that  the  Bev.  John  Thomson  would  say  something  of  the 
examination,  and  also  a  few  words  to  the  parents  and  teachers. 

The  Bev.  John  Thomson  then  said — ^I-  have  very  great  pleasure 
in  complying  with  the  request  of  the  Committee  to  say  a  few  closing 
words  on  the  subject  of  the  examination  which  has  just  been  con- 
cluded. And,  first,  let  me  congratulate  those  of  my  young  friends 
who  have  so  highly  distinguished  themselves  in  the  various  dasaes, 
and  who  have  now  received  the  well-merited  rewards  of  their  diU- 
gence  and  success ;  and  let  me  express  the  hope  that  these  rewards  will 
neither  puff  them  up  with  pride  nor  paralyze  their  future  efforts,  but 
will  rather  stimulate  them  to  renewed  exertion  and  still  more  diligent 
study,  as  well  as  inspire  them  with  the  feeling  which  was  so  beauti- 
fully expressed  by  the  illustrious  Newton  when  he  said,  in  reference 
to  his  wonderful  discoveries  in  astronomy  and  mathematics,  "  I  have 
been  like  a  little  child  gathering  pebbles  on  the  sea-shore,  sometimes 
I  may  have  picked  up  a  prettier  pebble  or  shell  than  other  people, 
but  the  great  ocean  of  truth  lay  all  undiscovered  before  me."  Be- 
member  that  you  have  still  much  more  to  learn  than  you  have  yet 
learned,  and  let  this  keep  you  humble,  and  yet  ever  aspiring  after 
higher  attainments.  And  let  me  say  to  those  who  have  not  received 
prizes,  don't  be  discouraged,  and  don't  imagine  that  you  have  got  no 
benefit  from  your  attendance  here.  The  knowledge  and  the  habits 
of  study  which  you  have  acquired  here  are  worth  many  prizes,  and 
I  have  no  doubt  that  much  precious  seed  has  been  sown  in  joxa 
minds  of  which  the  fruit  will  certainly  appear  after  many  days.  In 
the  battle  of  life,  it  is  not  mere  talent  or  genius  that  always  wins 
the  day,  but  it  is  more  frequently  patient  application  uid  plodding 
peripeverance,  and  I  have  known  many  a  boy  who  never  was  dux  in 
his  class,  but  who  bent  his  mind  to  earnest  and  diligent  study,  and 
who,  when  he  became  a  man,  reached  the  top  of  the  tree  and  distanced 
all  competitors.  Let  me  say,  further,  that  if  any  boy  or  girl  in  the 
Grammar  School  of  Paisley  should  turn  out  to  be  a  dunce,  it  will 
not  be  the  fault  of  their  teachers.  I  have  never  seen  more  thorough 
teaching  and  drilling  any  where  than  here.     At  yesterday's  examin- 
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atiou  I  was  present  onlj  a  short  time,  as  I  could  not  spare  two  days 
at  the  end  of  the  week,  but  I  was  both  gratified  and  astonished  at 
the  proficiency  of  Mr.  Glass's  pupils  in  writing,  arithmetic,  and 
mathematics,  and  considering  the  short  time  during  which  he  has 
laboured  in  this  department,  I  think  that  the  thorough  knowledge 
of  Euclid  especially,  that  was  manifested  by  his  class,  reflects  the 
very  highest  credit  upon  his  talents  and  teaching  power.  To-day  I 
have  been  present  during  the  whole  examination,  and  I  can  truly 
say  that  it  has  been  a  day  of  real  enjoyment.  It  did  not  require  any 
additional  evidence  to  prove  Dr.  Brunton*s  fitness  for  his  work,  for 
that  has  been  established  long  ago  ;  but  I  rejoiced  to  see  again  his 
old  enthusiasm,  his  kindly  smile,  his  scholarly  attainments,  and  his 
remarkable  aptitude  for  drawing  forth  the  minds  and  energies  of  his 
pupils,  and  for  teaching  them  to  understand  thoroughly,  and  to 
read  correctly,  the  beautiful  compositions  of  classic  antiquity.  I 
am  sure  it  must  be  the  conviction  of  all  who  are  capable  of  appre- 
ciating high  intellectual  excellence,  that  the  ancient  fame  of  this 
venerable  institution  has  not  been  forfeited  or  diminished,  that  it 
will  bear  a  comparison  with  any  institution  of  the  kind  in  this 
country,  and  that  it  is  eminently  deserving  of  the  increasing  support 
and  confidence  of  all  those  parents  who  wish  to  have  their  children 
trained  thoroughly  in  the  higher  branches  of  education.  There  is 
one  important  feature  of  this  institution  on  which,  if  you  will  indulge 
me  so  far,  I  would  wish  to  say  a  few  words,  namely,  the  provision  which 
it  makes  for  a  thorough  instruction  in  the  classics.  The  advantages  of 
this  I  am  well  aware  are  very  imperfectly  apprehended,  even  by 
many  most  intelligent  men.  They  are  apt  to  say,  what  is  the  use  of 
teaching  dead  languages  ?  and  would  it  not  be  better  to  give  all  our 
young  men  a  mere  commercial  education  ?  But  surely  this  is  a  very 
contracted  view  of  the  subject,  for  these  dead  languages  of  Greece 
and  Rome  are  the  key  to  many  modem  languages ;  and  even  our 
own  language,  except  in  rare  cases,  cannot  be  fully  understood,  or 
accurately  written,  without  a  thorough  acquaintance  with  Latin  and 
Greek.  Then  the  acquisition  of  these  languages  not  only  opens  up 
an  ample  store  of  high  enjoyment,  but  it  sharpens  the  intellect  and 
refines  the  taste  ;  and  I  know  of  no  more  admirable  discipline  for  a 
young  mind  than  a  thorough  instruction  in  classic  learning.  I  say  a 
thorough  instruction,  for  less  than  this  will  be  of  very  little  use. 
"While  I  would  not  say  with  the  poet,  that  *'  a  little  learning  is  a 
dangerous  thing,"  for  all  right  knowledge,  if  rightly  used,  is  a  good 
thing,  yet  I  would  say  that  a  mere  smattering  of  Latin  and  Greek  is 
a  very  useless  thing.  It, is  soon  forgotten,  and  it  is  apt  to  disgust 
the  pupils,  and  the  time  devoted  to  such  a  poor  acquisition  might  be 
far  better  employed.  Here  the  maxim  does  certainly  apply,  '*  Drink 
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deep,  or  taste  not."  I  regret,  therefore,  that  thoui^h  there  has  been 
a  great  increase  recently  in  the  attendance  at  this  School,  yet  there 
has  not  been  stioh  an  increase  in  the  number  of  pupils  learning  Latin 
as  there  ought  to  be.  I  remember  that  in  the  town  where  I  was 
taught,  out  of  a  population  of  only  8,000,  there  were  above  100 
pupils  at  the  Grammar  School ;  and  here,  with  six  times  the  popu- 
lation, we  have  only  half  that  number  of  pupils.  But  I  regret  still 
more,  that  so  few  t^ke  the  whole  course  of  five  years,  and  that  most 
of  them  stop  short  at  the  third  or  fourth  year.  I  find,  for  instance, 
that  of  73  pupils  who  were  enrolled  in  the  5  years  from  1857  to  1861 
inclusive,  only  16  or  a  fifth  part  of  the  whole  got  the  length  of  read- 
ing the  higher  classics  ;  and  farther,  that  of  16  pupils  who  entered 
in  1862,  there  are  now  only  6  in  attendance.  But  I  regret  most  of 
all,  that  BO  few  of  the  pupils  go  forward  now  to  the  University.  I 
remember  when  I  Was  a  student  there,  almost  all  the  sons  of  the 
leading  merchants  in  Glasgow,  even  though  destined  to  mercantile 
pursuits,  were  sent  for  several  sessions  to  the  University,  and  I  know 
that  the  culture  obtained,  and  the  friendships  acquired  there,  were 
a  source  of  enjoyment  and  also  of  success  to  them  in  after  life.  Ton 
have  an  instance  of  this  in  the  recently  elected  Member  for  Glasgow, 
whose  noble  addresses  on  the  platform  and  in  Parliament  bear  wit- 
ness to  the  beneficial  influence  of  a  collegiate  education.  But  how 
different  is  the  case  now  !  In  many  instances,  oar  young  men  of 
talent  and  promise  are  set  down  at  the  desk,  or  in  the  warehouse, 
before  they  are  half  educated,  and  before  they  have  acquired  any 
taste  for  intellectual  pursuits  or  mental  culture.  This  might  be 
tolerated  if  the  making  or  spending  of  money  were  the  chief  end  of 
man*s  existence.  But  surely  it  is  a  far  higher  and  nobler  object  to 
cultivate  and  improve  the  mind,  and  to  impart  to  our  merchants 
those  literary  tastes  and  habits  which  would  be  a  solace  to  them 
amid  the  hurry  and  bustle  of  the  race  for  riches,  and  prove  a  '*  com- 
pensation-balance in  the  clock-work  of  daily  life."  To  secure  this, 
it  is  very  desirable  that  boys  should  be  sent  at  an  earlier  age  to  the 
Grammar  School  than  at  present — say  at  ten  years  of  age  ;  and  th^ 
there  would  be  ample  time  left,  for  giving  them  that  thorough  instnic- 
tion  which  is  to  be  obtained  in  this  hall  of  learning.  Allow  me  to  con- 
gratulate the  Provost  and  Town  Council  on  obtaining  such  oommodioos 
class-rooms  in  the  new  building.  The  community  is  much  indebted 
to  them,  and  also  to  the  Committee  of  Management,  for  this  great 
boon.  Might  I  be  allowed  to  suggest  to  that  committee  the  pro- 
priety of  still  further  increasing  the  obligation,  by  providing  addi- 
tional endowments  for  increasing  the  salaries  of  the  teachers,  bo 
as  to  secure  a  succession  of  highly  qualified  men,  and  also  the  ad- 
mission, by  lowering  the  fees,  of  talented  boys  from  the  humbler 
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I  of  society.    If  the  committee  were  to  originate  such  a  move- 
menty  I  haye  no  doubt  of  its  success.    In  conduBion,  let  me  say  a 
word  to  the  boys.    To  the  older  boys,  I  would  express  the  earnest 
hope,  that  some  of  them,  at  least,  will  go  from  the  Grammar  School 
to  the  University,  and  that  they  will  become  candidates  for  those 
admirable  bursaries  of  £25  each,  which  have  been  founded  by  the 
wise  and  benevolent  Dimcan  Wright.    From  what  I  have  seen  to- 
day, I  am  sure  that  there  are  boys  in  this  school  who  will  not  stand 
second  in  the  list  of  competition.    And  to  the  younger  boys,  I 
would  express  the  hope,  that  some  of  them,  too,  will  become  candi- 
dates for  the  other  bursaries  of  £10  each.    1  am  told  that  some  sur- 
prise has  been  felt  that  none  of  the  Grammar  School  boys  obtained 
any  of  the  Wright  bursaries  at  the  first  competition  last  Spring. 
But  the  reason  of  that  I  believe  is,  that  none  of  them  competed, 
because  none  of  them,  it  was  thought,  were  of  that  poor  class  for 
which  the  bursaries  were  intended.    But  I  hope  that,  ere  long,  boya 
of  all  dasaes  in  the  town  will  be  found  attending  the  Grammar 
School  in  increased  numbers ;  and,  if  so,  I  will  venture  this  predic- 
tion, that  if  the  boys  who  are  so  well  trained  here  shall  compete 
tor  the  bursaries,  and  shall  be  subjected  to  a  still  more  testing  ex- 
amination than  was  possible  on  the  last  occasion,  we  shall  then  see, 
f9r  the  first  time  a  real  contest ;  and  that  ^'  when  Greek  shall  meet 
Greek,  then  will  come  the  tug  of  war."    Finally,  my  young  firiends, 
while  striving  to  acquire  secular  knowledge,  so  as  to  qualify  yon  for 
usefulness  in  this  life,  let  me  urge  you  to  seek,  above  all  things, 
that  knowledge  which  maketh  wise  unto  salvation — even  the  know- 
ledge of  the  true  God,  and  of  Jesus  Christ,  for  this  is  eternal  life. 
Study  your  Bible  well,  make  it  your  daily  companion,  counsellor, 
and  guide,  and  seek  that  grace  of  God  which  opens  the  understand- 
ing, awakens  the  conscience,  and  purifies  the  heart.    Then  shall  yon 
be  prepared,  not  only  for  an  honourable  and  useful  life  on  earth, 
but  also  for  an  endless,  glorious,  and  happy  life  in  Heaven. 

The  Pbovost  said  that  he  had  only  further  to  intimate  that  the 
vacation  would  commence  now,  and  continue  to  the  3rd  of  Septem- 
ber, when  the  classes  would  be  resumed.  An  initiatory  class  in 
Latin  would  then  be  commenced,  and  he  had  great  pleasure  in 
stating  that  at  the  next  annual  examination  Dr.  M'Kechnie  would 
give  two  prizes— one  for  boys  and  one  for  girls — for  general 
eniinence  throughout  the  year.  These  prizes  would  not  be  confined 
to  one  class. 

Mr.  MuBRATsaid, — ^Before  separating  he  had  the  pleasing  duty  to 
perform  of  proposing  a  vote  of  thanks  to  Provost  Macfarlane.  It 
was  unnecessary  for  him  on  such  an  occasion  to  point  out  the  claims 
which  the  local  authorities  had  upon  them  as  the  patrons  of  educa- 
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tion,  but  in  propoting  this  yote  of  thanks  he  did  so,  not  only  for  th» 
ProYOst  presiding  oyer  them  to-day,  but  for  the  general  interest 
which  he  had  taken  in  the  prosperity  of  this  institution. 

The  Pbotost  bowed  his  acknowledgment  of  the  compliment,  and 
the  proceedings  were  closed  by  the  Bev.  Mr.  Martin  pronomiciiig 
the  benediction. 

Up  to  this  time  the  Institution  was  not  enclosed,  but 
during  the  vacation  of  this  year  the  Directors  had  the  build- 
ings and  grounds  enclosed  with  a  substantial  wall  and  iron 
railing. 

The  Prospectus  for  the  session  of  1866-67,  as  arranged  by 
the  different  Masters,  was  veiy  much  similar  to  that  of  the 
preceding  year. 

At  the  commencement  of  this  session,  it  was  suggested  to 
the  Directors  that  the  teaching  of  music  in  the  initiatory 
department,  might,  with  much  propriety  and  benefit  to  the 
scholars  form  a  branch  of  education  in  the  Academy.  They 
approved  of  this,  believing  that  pupils  who  obtained  the 
rudiments  of  music  in  their  earlier  stages,  besides  acquiring 
a  taste  for  it,  would,  when  more  advanced,  more  readily 
overcome  its  difficulties.  They  believed,  too,  that  in 
addition  to  acquiring  the  theory  and  practice  of  music^ 
the  pupils  would  have  their  voices  and  ears  truned, 
their  minds  elevated,  and  the  musical  exercises  woold 
also  tend  to  strengthen  their  chests.  A  short  time 
previously,  through  the  efforts  of  Mr.  Stewart  Clark, 
a  sufficient  fund  had  been  raised  to  purchase  a  harmoninm 
for  the  initiatory  department,  and  it  would  now  be  still 
farther  used  with  advantage  in  the  musical  classes  to  be 
opened.  The  Directors  appointed  Mr.  Heriot,  a  gentleman 
belonging  to  Edinburgh,  and  highly  reconmiended,  to  gire 
two  lessons  weekly  to  the  scholars,  for  which  he  was  to  be 
paid  five  shillings  per  lesson  ;  but  as  it  was  an  experiment, 
the  pupils  were  not,  for  a  time  at  least,  to  be  charged  an 
additional  fee.  This  gentleman  never  entered  upon  his 
duties,  for  he  died  very  suddenly  a  short  time  after  his  ap- 
pointment.   During  this  session  no  business  of  any  im- 
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portance  came  under  the  consideration  of  the  Directors,  and 
what  required  to  be  done  was  of  a  routine  nature.  They 
saw,  with  pleasure,  that  the  scholars  were  gradually  increas* 
ing  in  numbers  in  every  department,  and  the  prosperity  of 
the  Institution  was  becoming  more  and  more  apparent. 
Towards  the  end  of  the  year,  Mr.  Dickson  was  an  applicant 
for  the  Mastership  of  the.  Parish  School  of  Houston,  then 
vacant,  and  the  Directors  most  readily  gave  him  a  testi- 
monial as  to  his  qualifications  and  abilities,  and  of  the  satis- 
factory manner  in  which  he  had  discharged  his  duties.  Mr. 
Dickson  was  appointed  to  this  situation,  and  retained  it  till 
his  death  a  few  years  afterwards. 

The  arrangements  made  at  this  time  for  the  examination, 
which  was  fixed  to  take  place  on  the  4th  and  5th  of  July, 
were  much  akin  to  those  on  the  previous  occasions.  A  sum 
of  £5  was  voted  by  the  Town  Council  to  purchase  prizes 
for  the  Commercial  Department,  and  a  similar  sum  for  the 
English  one.  In  addition  to  the  prizes  formerly  given  by 
private  gentlemen,  Dr.  M^K^hnie  gave  two  silver  medals, 
to  be  awarded  annually  to  such  boy  and  girl  as  shall  have 
received  the  greatest  number  of  first  prizes  in  all  the  depart- 
ments during  four  successive  years,  the  year  of  the  award 
included.  The  first  award  was  to  be  made  in  July,  1867,  and 
to  be  decided  from  the  prizetakers  of  the  three  years  ending 
1867 ;  the  Court  of  Teachers  to  be  the  umpires.  At  the 
request  of  the  directors,  Mr.  Robert  Brown  agreed  to 
deliver  an  address  in  the  High  Church  at  the  close  of  the 
examination.  They  also  agreed  to  request  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Bryson  to  open  the  meeting  with  prayer,  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Hutton  to  address  the  pupils,  and  the  Rev.  Mr.  McGregor 
to  pronounce  the  benediction  at  the  close  of  the  proceedings. 
The  following  is  a  copy  of  the  circular  that  was  then  issued 
and  advertised : — 
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The  Annual  Examination  of  Papila  will  take  place  on  Thoisday,  the 
4thy  and  Friday  the  5thy  Jnly  proximo. 

On  Thnnday,  the  Commercial,  Modem  Language,  and  Initiatory 
English  Departments  will  be  examined,  beginning  at  11  A.M. 
Arithmetic  and  Mathematics  in  the  Class-room,  ChurchhilL 
Junior  Arithmetic  Classes,  11  a.h.  to  12 
Senior  „  „        12         to  1^  p.m. 

Mathematics,     1^  p.m.  to  2  p.m. 

Modem  Languages  in  the  Classical  Department. 

French  Classes, lliuM.  tol2. 

Initiatoiy  English  in  the  English  Boom,  12  to  1^  p.m. 

On  Friday,  the  English  and  Classical  Departments  will  be  examined, 
beginning  at  10  A.  M. 
Junior  English  Classes,  10  JuM.  to  11^  a.m. 
Senior  English,  11^  a.m.  to  1^  p.m. 

Classics— 5th  and  4th  Classes,  10  a.m.  to  11  a.m. 
„    —3d  and  2d       „        11  iuM.  to  12 

Greek,        12         tol2i 

Juniors,     12^        to   1^ 

Spedmens  of  Needlework  and  of  Map  Drawing  will  be  shown  in 
Miss  Thomson's  Eoom,  on  both  days,  from  12  to  2. 

Specimens  of  Writing  will  be  shown  in  the  Class-room,  ChurohhiU, 
on  Friday,  from  11  to  2. 

The  Prizes  will  be  distributed  in  the  High  Church  at  the  dose  of 
the  Examination  on  Friday,  at  Two  o'Clock. 

Parents  and  Guardians  of  Pupils,  and  all  Parties  interested  in  the 
Institution,  are  respectfully  invited  to  be  present. 


The  Classes  will  be  He-Opened  for  Session  1867-68  on  Monday, 
2d  September  next,  when  the  Teachers  will  be  in  attendance  in  the 
Class  Rooms  to  enrol  Pupils. 

P4IILIT,  38fh  June,  1867. 
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The  Third  Annual  Examination  of  the  Grammar  School 
and  Academy  was  held  on  the  4th  and  5th  July,  1867.  On 
both  days  the  attendance  of  ladies  and  gentlemen  was  very 
nmnerous,  and  the  greatest  interest  was  taken  in  the  pro- 
ceedings in  all  departments.  Besides  the  display  of  fancy 
work,  executed  by  the  pupils  in  the  Industrial  Department, 
xmder  Miss  Thomson,  there  were  also  specimens  of  map- 
drawing,  by  pupils  under  Mr.  Donaldson,  and  of  writing  by 
the  pupils  under  Mr.  Glass,  which  were,  as  usual,  exceedingly 
well  done.  Most  of  the  clergymen  in  the  town  were  present, 
and  took  an  active  part  in  the  examination  of  the  scholars. 

At  the  dose  of  the  examination,  teachers,  pupils,  and  visitors  ad- 
journed to  the  High  Church  for  the  distribution  of  prizes.  Bailie 
Scott  took  the  chair,  and  there  was  a  large  attendance. 

The  proceedings  were  opened  with  prayer  by  the  Bev.  Mr.  Bryson. 

The  Chairman  then  said — I  have  been  called  upon  very  unex- 
pectedly to  preside  on  the  present  occasion  in  consequence  of  the 
necessary  absence  in  London  of  Provost  Macf  arlane.  I  regret  this 
veiy  mnch,  and  I  am  sore  the  Provost  will  do  the  same,  for  he  has 
always  taken  a  great  interest  in  the  afifairs  and  prosperity  of  this  in- 
stitution. We  are  now  met  after  two  days  of  hard  labour  to  distri- 
bute the  prizes  to  those  scholars  who  are  most  distinguished  for  their 
good  conduct  and  for  the  diligence  and  success  with  which  they  have 
pursued  their  studies ;  and  as  there  are  other  gentlemen  to  address 
the  meeting  well  qualified  to  do  so,  it  would  be  out  of  place  for  me 
to  take  up  your  time  at  this  stage  of  the  proceedings.  I  will  not  de- 
tain you,  therefore,  further  than  simply  to  express  the  great  pleasure 
I  have  had  in  listening  to  the  examination  which  has  taken  place 
during  these  two  days.  It  was  exceedingly  creditable  to  all  parties, 
both  to  the  pupils  and  to  the  teachers,  and  I  have  no  doubt  but  the 
parents  have  been  highly  gratified  with  the  progress  which  their 
children  have  made.  I  have  now  to  call  upon  Ex-Provost  Brown, 
who  has  taken  a  very  great  interest  in  the  rise  and  progress  of  this 
institution,  to  say  a  few  words  to  the  meeting. 

Mr.  Robert  Brown,  on  being  called  upon  by  Bailie  Scott,  said — 
As  desired  by  the  Chairman  and  in  accordance  with  the  request  of 
the  Directors,  I  have  much  pleasure  in  bringing  under  your  notice 
some  things  relating  to  the  annual  examination  of  our  excellent 
Academy,  the  proceedings  connected  with  which  have  just  been  con- 
cluded.   But  before  doing  so,  let  me  remind  you  that  it  is  now  just 
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about  three  jean  sinoe  the  new  boildiiigB  which  form  ouch  an  im- 
portant addition  to  our  eminent  and  much-hononred  Grammar 
School  were  completed  and  opened.  When  that  took  place  our  an- 
ticipations were  certainly  very  high  as  to  the  sncoeBS  whidi  was  ex- 
pected to,  follow,  and  we  haye  not,  I  am  glad  to  say,  been  disap- 
pointed. Since  then  the  Directors  have  had  the  buildings  endoeed 
with  a  stone  wall  and  iron  railing,  and  some  other  improTementi 
made  to  secure  greater  comfort  to  the  pupils.  All  this  has  oosi  more 
money  than  was  expected,  and  some  debt  has  thereby  been  incurred; 
but  I  have  no  doubt  the  liberality  which  we  so  largely  experienced 
from  our  townsmen,  when  providing  funds  for  the  erection  of  this 
truly  valuable  and  necessary  Institution,  will  continue  to  be  extend- 
ed to  the  Directors.  I  may  state  also  that  the  Directors  have  not 
lost  sight  of  the  necessity  there  exists  for  having  more  play  ground 
for  the  scholars  than  there  is  at  present.  During  the  present  year 
the  number  of  pupils  in  all  the  departments  has  very  greatly  ex- 
ceeded that  of  any  previous  year,  and  I  am  satisfied  that  it  will  con- 
tinue to  increase  year  by  year,  as  parents  and  guardians  become 
better  acquainted  with  the  importance  of  this  seminary,  where  a 
truly  first  class  education  can  be  obtained  at  very  little  ejq>ense,  as 
compared  with  similar  educational  institutions.  Parents,  in  order  to 
secure  for  their  children  an  education  that  will  quaUfy  them  for  any 
walk  in  life,  have  now  only  to  take  advantage  of  the  opportunities 
offered  to  them  by  this  Academy,  where  they  will  be  faithfully  and 
carefully  taught,  and  where  the  discipline  is  based  upon  a  principle 
of  firmness  mingled  with  kindness.  At  the  examination  of 
last  year  the  Rev.  Mr.  Thomson  in  his  excellent  addren,  in 
emphatic,  and,  as  I  think,  in  very  correct  terms,  expressed  his 
r^ret  that  so  few  of  the  scholars  were  attending  the  classiral 
department.  I  am  happy  to  be  able  to  state  that  since  then 
a  very  decided  increase  has  taken  place,  espedaUy  in  the  junior 
Latin  class,  which  is  the  largest  that  has  been  during  the  last  twenty* 
four  years.  During  the  session  now  ended  the  number  of  pupils  who 
attended  the  classical  department  was  on  an  average  about  sixty- 
eight,  while  during  the  year  preceding,  the  number  was  fifty-four. 
This  is  very  gratifying,  for  a  correct  and  thorough  knowledge  of  the 
English  tongue  cannot  be  completely  acquired  without  some  know- 
ledge of  the  Latin  and  Greek  languages,  and  these  are  taught  in  a  very 
popular  manner  by  Dr.  Brunton,  and  Mr.  Dickson,  his  assistant.  In 
the  English  department  under  the  able  charge  of  Mr.  Donaldson, 
and  his  assistant  Miss  Thomson,  there  has  also  been  a  very  great 
increase  of  scholars  during  the  past  year  as  compared  with  tiie  pre- 
vious one.  The  attendance  has  been  about  two  hundred  and  thir^, 
and  for  the  year  preceding  it  was  one  hundred  and  eighty.    A  visit 
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to  the  writing  and  arithmetic  classes  conducted  with  so  much  skill 
and  taste  by  Mr.  Glass  is  at  all  times  most  interesting.  Tou 
there  generally  see  &om  fifty  to  eighty  scholars  busily  and  quietly 
engaged  in  the  acquirement  of  that  valuable  and  important  know- 
ledge which  will  be  of  so  much  benefit  to  them  in  after  life.  The 
scholars,  also,  in  this  department  during  the  year  have  greatly  ex- 
ceeded in  numbers  those  of  the  preceding  year.  For  the  session 
now  ended  the  attendance  has  been  about  two  hundred,  and  for  the 
previous  year  it  was  one  hundred  and  fifty.  This  Academy,  then,  is 
in  a  most  flourishing  and  prosperous  position,  and  exhibits,  in  a  most 
satisfactory  manner,  that  it  is  under  the  guidance  of  enlightened, 
zealous,  and  successful  teachers.  A  Royal  Commission  has  been  for 
some  time  past  engaged  in  inquiring  into  the  present  state  of  educa- 
tion in  Scotland.  As  two  of  these  Commissioners  visited  the  Academy 
and  examined  the  pupils  during  the  early  part  of  the  session,  we 
will,  no  doubt,  after  a  time,  have  their  report  r^arding  it.  No  other 
school  in  this  town,  was,  I  understand,  visited  by  them,  because  their 
inquiries  at  present  were  only  directed  to  those  high  schools  engaged 
in  providing  a  superior  education  in  important  burghs  and  cities. 
But  after  these  digressions,  I  must  now  advert  to  the  proceedings 
connected  with  the  public  examination  of  the  pupils  during  these 
two  days.  First  of  all  I  have  to  express  the  extreme  pleasure  with 
which  I  have  witnessed  the  attainments  and  progress  of  the  pupils, 
and  warmly  to  congratulate  the  different  teachers  on  this  interesting 
occasion.  An  examination  so  well  conducted  and  so  complete  is  an 
ample  reward  both  to  the  masters  and  the  pupils  for  their  past  labours, 
and  must  afford  encouragement  to  them  in  their  future  exertions 
and  progress.  I  congratulate  also  those  pupils  whose  attention  to 
their  duties  during  the  session  entitled  them  to  receive  rewards  for 
excellence  in  the  various  subjects  of  study.  Let  me,  however, 
caution  them  to  remember  that  this  should  not  be  the  sole  object  of 
their  ambition,  and  not  to  thixik  that  because  they  have  received  a 
prize  their  labours  are  at  an  end.  As  for  those  who  have  not  been 
successful  in  obtaining  prizes,  they  should  not  be  discouraged  by  their 
present  position,  but  should,  on  the  contrary,  exert  themselves  stiU 
more  for  the  future.  And  one  and  all  should  keep  in  mind  that 
well-direoted  perseverance  can  overcome  nearly  every  difficulty.  I  am 
not  going  to  give  you  a  long  lecture  as  to  how  you  should  always 
conduct  yourselves,  for  that  is  oftentimes  more  easily  done  than  can 
be  carried  into  effect.  But  let  me  simply  advise  you  to  attend  to 
what  your  parents  at  home  and  your  teachers  in  the  school  tell  you 
to  do,  and  then,  it  will  be  the  better  for  you  now  and  in  after  life— 
to  devote  also  your  whole  mind  and  energies  to  the  acquirement  of 
knowledge,  and  ever  to  keep  in  view  that  without  that  neither  parents 
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nor  teachers  can  do  mnch  for  you.  Bailie  Scott,  who  so  very  ably 
presides  over  us  to-day,  will,  no  doubt,  before  we  separate  be  inform- 
ing you  how  long  the  vacation  will  continue.  During  that  time  you 
will  not  be  burdened  by  your  teachers  with  the  learning  of  any 
lessons,  but  allowed  by  your  parents  after  your  long  and  dose  con- 
finement at  school,  to  exercise  the  utmost  freedom,  whether  it  be 
in  the  town,  the  country,  or  at  the  coast,  for  the  improvement  of 
your  health,  and  I  hope  to  see  you  back  to  the  school  again  with 
your  minds  invigorated,  and  resolved  under  Grod*s  blessing  to  prepare 
yourselves  to  fill  the  different  positions  Providence  has  destined  for 
you.  I  have  only  further  to  state  that  the  Directors  are  gready 
obb'ged  to  the  ladies  and  others  for  their  attendance  at  these  annual 
examinations  and  the  distribution  of  the  prizes,  for  it  g^ves  a  great 
additional  interest  to  the  proceedings,  and  must  prove  the  means  of 
encouragement  both  to  the  teachers  and  the  scholars. 

The  Chaibman  then  distributed  the  prizes,  and,  in  presenting  the 
"  Barrie  Medal,"  said  he  felt  called  upon  in  giving  away  this  prize 
to  say  that  the  donor,  Mr.  Andrew  Barrie,  was  a  gentleman  they 
had  all  respected  very  much,  one  who  had  been  a  warm  friend  to 
Paisley,  and  who  had  taken  an  active  interest  in  all  that  conooned 
that  School,  and  he  was  sure  they  all  very  much  regretted  he  was 
now  numbered  with  the  dead,  and  cherished  a  warm  regard  for  his 
memory,  as  being  a  very  good  man. 

When  Dr.  M'Kechnie's  silver  medals  were  presented  it  was  ex- 
plained that  the  object  of  these  prizes  was  to  stimulate  and  encourage 
continued  efforts  towards  excellence,  and  that  they  were  to  be  given, 
one  each,  to  the  boy  and  girl  who  had  otherwise  gained  the  most 
first  prizes. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Huttok  having  been  called  upon  by  the  Ohairman, 
then  delivered  an  address  of  considerable  length.  He  said  he  had 
great  pleasure  in  congratulating  them  all  on  the  dose  of  the  session 
in  so  auspidous  a  manner,  for  he  believed  the  examination  of  &e 
last  two  days  had  fully  maintained  the  character  of  the  Paisley 
Grammar  School  and  Academy  as  a  first  rate  institution.  From 
what  he  had  seen,  from  what  he  had  heard  from  the  examiners,  and 
from  other  competent  judges  he  believed  he  might  say  in  the  hearing 
of  all  present  that  the  examination  had  passed  off  well,  and  that 
good  results  had  been  shown  of  hard  work  of  both  pupils  and 
teachers  during  the  past  year.  But,  of  course,  it  was  only  a  small 
part  of  what  could  be  done  which  could  be  shown  on  such  an  occa- 
sion, but  if  the  stock  was  as  good  as  the  sample,  they  had  very  great 
reason  to  be  satisfied  ;  and,  generally,  he  believed  the  stock  wodd 
be  better  than  the  sample.  They  had  not  come  forward  under  the 
influence  of  mere  cram  to  do  what  they  could  not  do  again,  for  he 
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belieTed  that  some  of  them  would  eyen  do  what  they  had  done 
better  on  an  ordinary  occasion,  when  there  was  not  the  same  flatter 
of  feeling  amongst  pupils  and  teachers.  He  had  been  asked,  he 
continued,  to  say  a  few  words  to  the  pupils,  and  went  on  in  a  yeiy 
interesting  manner  to  speak  of  the  feelings  naturally  excited  by  the 
prospects  of  the  dose  of  the  session,  and  their  having  no  tasks  to 
perform.  He  then  alluded  to  the  length  of  the  vacation,  and  threw 
out  a  number  of  hints  as  to  what  they  might  do  occasionally  daring 
that  period.  He  next  made  some  remarks  for  the  benefit  of  the 
prize  takers  and  then  for  the  encouragement  of  those  who  had  been 
unsuocessfol,  advising  them  to  work  as  if  the  eyes  of  all  Paisley 
were  upon  them,  and  to  imitate  the  youth  who  passed  through  snow 
snd  ice  carrying  the  banner  with  the  strange  device,  but  beyond  all 
to  seek  that  peace  which  was  better  than  life,  and  concluded  by 
again  congratolating  all  present  on  the  success  which  had  attended 
the  examination. 

The  Ohatbman  then  intimated  that  the  Ministers  of  Paisley  had 
agreed  to  give,  next  year,  two  prizes,  one  to  the  boys  and  one  to  the 
girls,  for  the  highest  attainments  in  Biblical  Knowledge. 

The  meeting  was  then  dismissed  by  the  Bev.  Mr.  Mapgregor 
pronouncing  the  benediction. 

At  the  commencement  of  the  session,  the  Directors  ap- 
pointed Mr.  James  Mayer,  Teacher  of  Music,  Glasgow,  to 
conduct  the  Music  Classes  in  the  Academy,  which  were  open 
to  all  the  pupils,  except  those  in  the  Initiatory  Class,  who 
had  music  lessons  from  Miss  Thomson. 

As  Mr.  Dickson  had  left  to  fill  his  new  oflSce,  Dr. 
Brunton,  with  the  approbation  of  the  Directors,  made  choice 
of  Mons.  Nicolas  Meyer  as  his  successor.  Mens.  Meyer  was 
a  Frenchman,  and  an  experienced  teacher  of  the  French 
language.  He  wb3  bom  in  Alsace  in  1824,  and  was 
educated  at  the  Gymnasium  and  the  University  of  Stras- 
burg,  where  he  took  the  degree  of  BAl.  in  1844.  During 
tiie  two  following  years  he  attended  Lectures  in  Philology 
and  Philosophy  in  the  Protest^t  Seminary  of  the  same 
town.  He  accepted,  in  1846,  the  situation  of  French  and 
German  Master  in  Blair  Lodge  Academy,  near  Falkirk,  where 
he  remained  four  years.  Li  1850,  he  came  to  Glasgow, 
where  he  taught  in  several  West-End  Seminaries,  and  in 
1853,  he  received  the  appointment  of  Professor  of  the  French 
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Language  and  Literature  in  the  Andersonian  University, 
which  he  held  for  nine  ydeurs.  Li  1859,  he  commenced 
classes  in  Paisley  for  the  study  of  French,  and  he  continued 
to  conduct  them  down  to  his  appointment  in  the  Grammar 
School  and  Academy,  in  September,  1867.  When  he  com- 
menced to  teach  in  the  Academy,  he  had  only  seven  pnpils 
learning  French,  but  during  the  last  three  years  the  average 
attendance  has  been  fifty.* 

At  this  time  another  change  had  to  be  made  among  the 
teachers,  but  this  was  one  of  which  the  Directors  had 
nothing  to  complain.  Miss  Thomson  got  married,  and  a 
successor  had  to  be  appointed;  and  Mr.  Donaldson,  in 
December,  1867,  made  choice  of  Miss  Hannington,  witi 
the  approval  of  the  Directors.  Bom  in  Glasgow,  November, 
1842,  Miss  Hannington  was  thoroughly  trained  for  the  pro- 
fession of  a  teacher.  She  was  educated  under  Mr.  Donald- 
son, in  the  Free  Church  Normal  Training  College,  wheie 
she  was  a  pupil  teacher  for  five  years,  and  for  oth^  two 
years  a  Queen's  Scholar.  When  elected  to  the  Academy, 
she  was,  and  had  been  for  three  years,  engaged  in  the  Castb- 
Douglas  Listitution.  She  is  a  good  musician,  a  first-iate 
teacher  of  industrial  work,  and  holds  a  Gt)vemment  Certifi. 
cate  of  the  highest  class.  Before  Miss  Thomson  left,  the 
Directors  conveyed  to  her  "  their  entire  satisfaction  with  the 
manner  in  which  she  had  discharged  her  duties  as  Teacher 
since  her  appointment.'* 

It  vras  found  that  the  plan  of  having  a  certain  number  of 
the  Directors  to  visit  the  classes  for  a  quarter  of  a  year  did 
not  work  very  satisfactorily.  The  changes  were  too  frequent^ 
and  the  members  were  not  sufficiently  long  in  office  to  enable 
them  to  take  a  decided  interest  in  the  management,  and  to 
master  its  details.  The  Directors,  therefore,  abandoned  this 
plan,  and  appointed  a  Visiting  Committee,  who  should  remain 
in  office  for  one  year,  and  selected  Mr.  Robert  Brown  as 
convener, 

*  He  died  4tii  April,  1875. 
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Towards  the  end  of  the  session,  the  Court  of  Teachers 
suggested  that  the  fees  in  the  different  departments  should 
be  considerably  increased;  but,  after  conferring  with  the 
Masters,  the  Directors,  for  several  reasons,  did  not  do  so. 
They  made  some  changes,  however,  in  the  mode  of  charging 
the  fees  in  the  English  Department.  Hitherto,  if  there 
were  four  scholars  from  the  same  family,  only  three  were 
charged  fees;  and  when  there  were  three,  the  third  pupil 
was  charged  half  fees.  These  deductions,  it  was  estimated, 
would  in  that  session  amount  to  about  £40 ;  and  the  Directors 
agreed,  after  considering  the  whole  matter,  and  since  there 
were  no  records  to  authorize  such  a  system  of  rating  the  fees, 
to  allow  Mr.  Donaldson  to  charge  full  fees  from  all  the 
pupils,  without  regard  to  the  number  sent  from  any  one 
family,  and  to  increase  the  fees  for  pupils  attending  the 
Senior  Class  from  9s.  to  10s.  per  quarter.  The  plan  now 
adopted  enabled  him  to  engage  a  well  qualified  male  teacher 
to  assist  him  with  his  rapidly  increasing  classes. 

Towards  the  close  of  this  session,  and  after  mature  con- 
sideration, the  Directors  were  unanimously  of  opinion  that 
it  would  be  for  the  advantage  of  the  scholars  and  Academy 
that  Drawing  should  form  a  branch  of  education  in  the 
Institution.  They  agreed  that  there  should  be  two  classes, 
a  Junior  and  a  Senior,  each  to  meet  one  hour  weekly.  Mr. 
Thomson  Eirkwood,  Glasgow,  was  appointed  Drawing 
Master  in  the  Institution,  on  11th  June,  1868,  and  allowed 
to  charge  his  pupQs  7s.  6d.  per  quarter  for  drawing,  and 
lOs.  6d.  for  painting  in  water  colours.  He  was  bom  at 
Kilsyth,  on  9th  May,  1820.  His  father  died  five  years 
afterwards,  leaving  a  family  of  nine  children,  of  whom  Mr. 
Kirkwood  was  the  youngest.  After  being  educated  at  the 
village  school,  he  was  apprenticed  to  a  weaver ;  but  after 
three  years,  that  trade  became  bad,  and  the  family  removed 
to  Glasgow.  Each  of  the  brothers  went  to  learn  a  trade. 
Thomson  was  sent  to  be  a  glass  stainer  or  glass  painter.  He 
was  twenty  years  at  that  business,  seven  of  these  at  a  glass 
staining  establishment  in  Newcastle-upon-Tyne.  On  leaving 
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the  latter  plaoQ»  he  inteDded  to  cnmmmra  bosneeB  in  Ghf- 
fpjfw  on  his  own  eoooonty  but  thnwipA  ap|nynif(  niiniipif  too 
doeelj  to  dnwing,  hk  health  ga?e  wi^,  aiid  he  had  to 
ahaadoo  the  idea.  For  three  years  he  was  utabfe  to  di 
anything;  and  when  residing  at  Rothnaay ,  he ctmnnciioBd to 
teach  drawing  in  the  achools  there.  He  afterwards  went  to 
Oh^gowy  where  he  taa^t  drawing  with  great  sncCTaw,  Be 
taught  also  at  the  Greenock  Academy  and  other  idnoes. 

The  annual  ezaminatiao  this  year  was  fixed  to  be  heU  oa 
the  S9th  and  80th  June,  and  it  was  arranged  that  at  & 
dose*  in  the  High  Church,  Mr.  Robert  Brown  shoold  de- 
firer  an  address,  that  the  Ber.  Mr.  PoDoc^  ehoold  open  the 
proceedings  with  prayer,  that  the  Ber.  Mr.  Lees  should  ad- 
dress the  schohn,  and  that  the  Ber.  Mr.  HoklersQn  dioaU 
pronounce  the  benedictioo.  The  azrsngements  reganfing 
prixeswere  similar  to  those  of  the  previous  year;  but,  is 
addition  to  the  former  prixes  from  private  gentlemen,  diere 
were  two  given  by  the  mimsters  of  Paisl^.  The  ad- 
vertiMment  regarding  the  proceedings  at  the  examioap 
tion  was  the  same  as  that  c^  the  previous  year.  On  the 
29th  and  80th  June,  1868,  the  attendance  of  viaitoss  ia 
the  class-rooms  vras  voy  great,  and  to  the  En^A 
dass-room  many  could  not  obtain  admission.  Moat  of  the 
clergymen  of  the  Town  were  present  during  both  days,  sad 
took  a  lively  interest  in  the  examination  of  the  scholars  is 
all  the  departments.  There  were,  as  usual,  beautiful  wpeor 
mens  of  writing  in  the  Commercial  class-room,  and  of  msp 
drawing  and  industrial  work  in  Miss  Hannington's  dais- 
room. 

At  the  dooe  of  the  axaminstion,  the  popils  and  apyitilwi 
repoirod  to  the  Hi^  Churdi,  where  the  prises  to  the  ■qodop- 
ful  popils  were  to  be  dtstriboted.  The  popils  were  ranged  ti 
oaoh  side  of  the  polptt,  snd  the  epeotetors  ocoaiNed  the  oths 
porticos  ol  the  area,  snd  aloo  the  gdleties.  Amoogit  the  gentlflBeo 
preoent  at  this  part  of  the  prooeedinga,  in  addition  to  Provost  ILc- 
farlane,  who  oooa|»ed  the  chair,  were  Bailie  Scott,  Bailie  Mcmaoa, 
Bailie  Hmbod,  Bailie  Sa^aaim,  Rev.  A.  Hendenoo,  Bev.  A.  Pollock, 
Rev.  Wm.  Fraser,  Rev.  James  Brown,  Rev.  Jaaiea  Dodda,  Ber. 
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John  Martm^  Ber.  John  Cronoh,  Bev.  Wm.  Toimg«  Bey.  John 
Benwick,  Bev.  Peter  Thomson,  ex-Provost  Brown,  Goimcill(»r 
CsJdwell,  Councillor  Campbell,  Councillor  Fisher,  Br.  Bichmond, 
Dr.  M^Kechnie,  Br.  Hutchison,  Br.  Hunter,  Thomas  Coats,  Esq. ; 
P.  Comyn  Macgregor,  Esq. ;  Archd.  Kintrea^  Esq.  ;  Stewart  Clark, 
Esq.  ;  B.  F.  Balziel,  Esq.  ;  Bavid  Toung,  Esq. ;  James  Johnstone, 
Esq. ;  Alex.  Begg,  Esq. ;  T.  W.  Macalpine,  Esq.  ;  Bobert  Leokie, 
Esq.  ;  Arthur  Lewis,  Esq.  ;  A.  Speirs,  Esq.  ;  Bobert  Hay,  Esq. ; 
William  Craw,  Esq.  ;  Walter  Lochhead,  Esq. ;  Allan  Coats^  Esq.  ; 
B.  Campbell,  Esq.  ;  B.  Pollock,  Esq.  ;  C.  B.  Wason,  Esq. ;  Wm. 
Clapperton,  Esq.,  Johnstone ;  lieut.  Bobbie,  &a,  &o, 

Bev.  Mr.  Pollock,  being  asked  by  the  Proyost,  opened  the  pro- 
ceedings with  prayer. 

The  PsoyosT  then  said  that  Mr.  Bobert  Brown,  the  conyener  of 
the  Committee  who  had  charge  of  the  School,  would  now  address 
them  on  the  progress  that  had  been  made  in  the  School  during  the 
past  year. 

Mr.  BoBEBT  Bbown,  as  Conyener  of  the  Yisiting  Commit- 
tee, on  being  called  upon  by  the  Proyost,  said — On  the  present 
interesting  occasion  of  the  annual  examination  of  our  Grammar 
School  and  Academy,  the  Birectors  haye  desired  me  to  bring  before 
you  some  things  relating  to  this  important  educational  institution. 
But,  in  doing  so,  my  remarks  will  be  brief,  and  I  will  therefore 
detain  you  for  only  a  yery  short  time.  At  the  examination  last  year,  it 
gaye  me  much  pleasure  to  inform  those  who  were  present,  that  the 
number  of  scholars  attending  this  Institution  for  the  session  then 
ending,  had  greatly  exceeded  that  of  the  preceding  year.  On  this 
occasion  it  is  again  yery  gratifying  to  me  to  haye  it  in  my  power  to 
inform  you  of  the  continued  prosperity  of  this  seminary,  and  that 
the  number  of  scholars  has  still  further  increased.  This  applies 
not  to  one  department,  but  to  all  of  them.  As  an  instance,  in  the 
English  department,  under  Mr.  Bonaldson,  the  number  of  scholars 
for  the  session  before  last  was  180 ;  while  for  the  last  session  there 
were  230;  and  for  the  session  now  ending  the  number  has  been 
about  260.  This  continued  iacrease  and  prosperity  are  not  only  yery 
gratifying  to  the  Birectors,  but  also  highly  encouraging  to  Mr. 
Bonaldson,  and  shows  ye^  satisfactorily  that  his  exertions  haye  been 
appreciated.  Buring  this  session,  some  changes  haye  taken  place 
in  the  English  department  At  the  commencement  of  this 
year.  Miss  Thomson,  who  has  had  the  initiatory  diyision  under 
her  charge  since  the  opening  of  the  Academy,  with  so  much 
satisfaction  to  all  concerned,  resigned  her  situation  to  get  married, 
and  Miss  Hannington,  a  young  lady  who  has  been  thoroughly  trained 
to  be  a  teacher— who  holds  a  goyemment  certificate  of  the  highest 


Digitized  by 


Google 


39g  THE  BISTORT  OF  THE 

duB,  and  is  alBO  a  good  muBician  and  an  excellent  teacher  of  indas- 
trial  work,  waa  appointed  in  her  place.    The  gradual  yearly  increaae 
in  the  number  of  scholars  in  the  English  Department,  to  which  I 
have  referred,  has  caused  the  Directors  to  make  other  altwations  in 
this  important  division  of  the  Academy.    Next  session,  it  has  there- 
fore been  arranged,  Mr.  Donaldson   shall  not   only   have   Misi 
Hannington  for  tiie  jnyenile  dasses,  but  also  a  well  qualified  gentle- 
man to  assist  him  in  the  more  advanced  classes.      As  regardi 
the  Commercial  Department,  nnder  the  able  management  of  Mr. 
Glass,  I  have  little  to  state,  except  that  everything  continues  to  go  on 
with  increasing  prosperity,  and  that  to  accommodate  the  additional 
scholars  that  are  coming  to  it,  the  Directors  have  given  orders  for 
more  desks  to  be  provided.    In  the  Classical  and  Modem  Languages 
Departments,  there  have  also  been  an  increase  in  the  number  of 
scholars  during  the  past  session.     Mr.  Dickson,  who  taught  the 
Modem  Languages  with  so  much  ability  since  the  Institution  was 
opened,  and  assisted  Dr.  Brunton,  was  chosen  last  summer  to  be 
Pisrochial  Teacher  for  the  Parish  of  Houston.      Mons.  Meyer,  a 
Frenchman  by  birth,  and  an  energetic  and  first-class  teadier,  was 
appointed  in  his  pUce,  and  has,  I  am  glad  to  state,  during  the 
session,  been  conducting  the  French  Classes  with  much  success,  and 
has  given  great  satisfaction  to  the  Directors.    In  the  management  of 
this  Institution,  I  may  state  that  the  Directors  are  anxious  to  have 
every  branch  of  education  taught  in  it,  in  order  to  make  it  as 
efficient  as  possible.    About  two  years  ago,  they  appointed  a  gentk- 
man  to  teadi  vocal  music,  but  before  he  entered  on  his  duties,  he 
unfortunately  died.     No  other  person  was  chosen  to  fill  his  place 
till,  at  the  commencement  of  the  present  session,  Mr.  Mayer  was 
elected,  and  he  has  taught  vocal  music  during  the  whole  of  the  last 
session ;  and,  considering  that  it  is  the  first  year,  he  has  been  vtty 
successful,  not  only  as  regards  the  number  of  soholara  v^o  attended 
the  dasses,  but  also  the  progress  they  have  made.    It  has  all  ak»g 
been  felt  as  a  great  want  that  the  scholars  had  not  an  opportunity  of 
learning  the  different  branches  of  drawing  and  painting.    I  am  glad 
to  be  able  now  to  state  that  this  defidency  wOl  no  longer  exist ;  for 
Mr.  Thomson  Eirinirood  has  been  appointed  by  the  Directors  to  fiU 
this  important  position.    This  gentleman  comes  to  us  with  the  very 
highest  recommendations  for  his  qualifications  as  an  artist,  and  for 
conducting  freehand,  model,  and  perspective  drawing  Hasfiow^  as  well 
as  dasses  for  mechanical  and  architectural  drawing.    He  will  make 
the  art  of  drawing  and  painting  as  agreeable  and  popular  as  possible 
to  the  scholars,  and  will  not  confine  them  too  long  to  the  mere  dry 
details  of  drawing  in  outline,  but  will  endeavour  to  stimulate  and 
encourage  what  he  may  discover  to  be  the  i^edominating  tastes  of 
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those  who  may  come  under  his  gnidanoe.  I  do  not  require,  I  know, 
to  nrge  upon  parents  the  propriety  of  sending  their  children  to  learn 
drawing,  for  every  one  must  be  aware  how  highly  beneficial  it  is  in 
improving  and  elevating  the  taste,  and  in  assisting  them  to  under- 
stand and  appreciate  what  is  beantifol  whether  in  art  or  nature.  It 
has  been  arranged  by  the  Directors,  that  the  scholars-rafter  the 
prises  are  distributed— «hall  be  addressed  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Martin ; 
and  I  therefore  do  not  require  to  say  anything  to  them,  as  it  will  be 
so  much  better  done  by  him.  I  cannot,  however,  sit  down  without 
expressing  how  very  much  delighted  I  have  been — and  I  am  certain 
that  all  who  were  present  must  have  been  equally  so— with  every- 
thing connected  with  the  examination  which  has  extended  over 
yesterday  and  to-day.  The  scholars,  one  and  all  of  them,  I  may 
truly  state,  have  acquitted  themselves  in  a  way  that  is  not  only 
creditable  to  them,  but  is  worthy  of  our  highest  admiration.  I 
trust  that  they  will  continue  to  persevere  with  the  learning  of  their 
lessons  faithfully.  And  I  may  tell  them  at  the  same  time,  what  the 
greatest  and  most  profound  intellectual  genius  that  Scotland,  or 
perhaps  the  world,  ever  had,  whose  voluminous  writings  can  be  read 
with  advantage  and  pleasure  by  every  one— I  mean  Sir  Walter  Scott 
— stated  to  scholars  on  an  occasion  somewhat  similar  to  this,  when 
he  urged  them  ''  To  give  their  whole  souls  and  minds  to  their  studies, 
without  which  it  was  little  their  teachers  or  directors  could  do.  If 
they  were  destined  for  any  of  the  learned  professions  he  begged 
them  to  remember  that  a  physician  without  learning  was  a  mere 
quack  ;  a  lawyer  without  learning  was  a  pettifogger ;  and  a  clergy* 
man  without  learning  was  like  a  soldier  without  a  sword,  who  had 
not  the  means  of  enforcing  the  authority  of  his  Divine  Master." 
I  hope  the  parents  and  the  numerous  visitors  who  have  favoured  the 
Directors  with  their  presence,  and  have  taken,  an  interest  in  the  pro- 
ceedings during  these  two  days,  are  satisfied  that  the  scholars  are 
being  correctly  educated,  that  this  annual  examination  has  been  in 
every  way  brought  to  a  successful  termination,  and  that  the  Institu- 
tion is  worthy  of  the  high  position  which  it  has  so  long  held.  It  is 
our  duty,  therefore,  I  think,  to  be  thankful  that  in  this  important 
and  populous  town  we  have  such  an  excellent  seminary  as  this  now 
is,  where  the  inhabitants  have,  at  fees  which  are  leas  than  in  almost 
any  other  similar  institution,  an  opportunity  of  having  their  children 
taught  by  masters  and  assistants  whose  qualifications  for  the  im- 
portant and  difficult  duties  they  have  to  perform  are  of  the  first 
order.  And  it  will  be  recognised,  I  am  sure,  that  this  institution  is, 
under  God's  blessing,  successfully  carrying  out  what  it  professes  to 
accomplish,  namely,  to  educate  our  children,  who  will  before  long 
be  filling  the  places  we  now  occupy, — ^to  be  loving  sisters  and 
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brothen'to  one  another^  to  be  datifal  to  their  pai^nts^  and^  when 
grown  np  to  manhood  and  womanhood^  to  be  sinoere  and  ezemplaiy 
Ohrifltians^  and  good  oitizens^  folly  prepared  to  fight  the  battle  d 
life  with  intelligence^  honesty^  and  peraeverance^  in  whatever  position 
they  may  be  placed. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Mabtik,  on  being  called  by  the  Provost,  addressed 
the  pupils.    After  a  few  introductory  remarks  he  said — ^My  yomig 
friends^  the  first  thing  that  strikes  me  is,  that  you  have  this  day 
reached  another  stage,  another  landing  place,  in  your  educational 
career ;  and  in  such  a  case  the  question  naturally  arises,  What  have 
you  got  from  your  past  year's  labours  ?    Well,  I  know  that  peih^is 
all  of  you  will  answer  this  question  by  saying — "  Some  of  us  have 
got  prizes  and  some  of  us  have  got  none — some  of  us  have  had  suc- 
cess, and  others  of  us  have  failed."    But  I  feel  that  an  answer  such 
as  this  Ib  founded  upon  a  mistake— a  mistake  which  supposes  that 
elegantly-bound  volumes,  and  gold  and  silver  medals,  are  the  true 
marks  of  educational  success — a  mist»ake  which  I  am  sorry  to  see 
many  parents  encourage.    Now,  it  is  a  very  fine  thing  to  go  home 
with  prizes  in  your  arms,  and  to  show  your  parents  the  books 
emblazoned  with  the  arms  of  your  native  town— and  it  maybe  a  fine 
thing  when  you  grow  old,  to  be  able  to  point  out  these  to  your 
children,  and  from  these  show  how  successful  you  were  in  your  edo- 
cation,  and  thereby  incite  them  to  go  and  do  likewise.    But  let  me 
tell  you,  that  there  is  something  far  more  valuable  in  your  education ; 
and  that  not  in  the  prizes  themselves,  but  in  the  intellectual  power 
and  refinement  you  acquire  in  the  struggle  to  obtain  them— not  in 
the  mere  books  and  medals,  but  in  the  emulation  which  these  are  the 
means  of  inciting  in  you.    Therefore,  seeing  that  is  the  case,  both 
the  successful  and  the  unsuccessful  may  rejoice  together,  and  may 
look  back  on  the  past  year's  labours  with  thankfulness  to  Almighty 
God.     Tou  who  have  got  prizes  may  be  proud  of  your  suooes; 
but  you  ought  to  be  far  more  proud  of  the  intellectual  strength  that 
the  struggle  for  them  has  given  you ;  while  those  who  have  not  got 
prizes  have  at  least,  in  the  competition,  gained  acquisitions  of  manl 
and  mental  strength,  whidi  all  the  prizes  in  the  world  would  nerer 
outweigh.  Go  forth,  therefore,  with  the  thought  that  it  is  the  educa- 
tion, and  not  the  mere  outward  mark  of  it,  that  constitutes  trne 
success,  and  true  education,  and  true  reward.    It  is  not  neoessuy 
for  me  to  detain  you  with  an  account  of  your  educational  institatiozi 
or  of  its  advantages  to  the  community— there  are  abundant  pnx^ 
of  that :  but  I  would  like  to  make  allusion  to  one  special  department 
of  education,  namely,  the  classical  one.     I  do  i^ot  mean  to  disparage 
the  other,  branches,  and  I  hope  the  teachera  of  the  Englidi  ind 
Commercial  Departments  will  not  think  I  do  so;  but  whateter 


Digitized  by 


Google 


PAISLBT  GRAMMAB  SCHOOL  AND  ACADEMY.  401 

attention  may  be  given  to  these  brancheB,  the  daiwical  one 
should  always  receive  the  greatest  You  will  agree,  I  am  sore, 
^th  the  remark  made -by  Mr.  Stuart  Mill,  that  "the  classics 
are  the  perfection  of  common  sense;"  and  if  yon  wish  to 
be  truly  educated  in  the  mind  and  intellect,  the  one  advioe 
I  would  give  you  is  to  study  the  classics.  I  know  that  there 
are  sometimes  objections  made  to  this  on  the  score  of  morality  ;  but 
this  objection  can  be  very  well  overcome  by  a  judicious  teacher, . 
such  as  the  gentleman  [Dr.  Brunton]  sitting  on  my  left  here.  But 
do  not  forget  that  there  is  an  education  higher  than  all  here — an 
education  in  the  truths  and  will  of  Qod.  These  you  may  neglect, 
but  this  you  dare  not.  Try,  therefore,  with  all  your  gettings  to  be 
truthful,  and  obedient,  and  honest — ^f or  these  are  not  only  the  sinews 
of  national,  commercial,  and  temporal  prosperity,,  but  they  are  those 
which  make  us  like  Christ,  our  example,  and  entitle  us  to  eternal  life. 

The  Pbovost  here  stated  that  the  vacation  would  extend  till  1st 
September  following. 

Mr.  Thomas  Coats  said  he  had  very  great  pleasure  in  proposing  a 
vote  of  thanks  to  Provost  Macfarlane  for  the  able  and  satisfactory 
manner  in  which  he  had  discharged  the  duties  of  the  chair.  The 
Provost,  as  was  well  known  to  all  those  connected  with  the  manage* 
ment  of  the  institution,  took  a  great  interest  in  its  success  ;  and  he 
(Mr.  Coats)  was  glad  to  see  that  it  was  still  maintaining  its  high  re- 
putation as  an  educational  seminary. 

Provost  Macfablanb — I  have  great  pleasure  in  acknowledging  the 
vote  of  thanks,  and  greater  still  in  the  prosperity  that  has  attended 
the  institution  during  the  past  year. 

The  Bev.  Mr.  Hbitdsbson  then  pronounced  the  benediction,  and 
the  proceedings  came  to  a  dose. 

Several  alterations  were  made  in  the  Syllabus  of  last  year, 
and  the  following  is  a  copy  of  the  one  adopted  for  the 
Session  commencing  September,  1868  : — 
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UNDER  THX  MAHAOXXKHT  OP 


.  THE  PROVOST,  MAGISTRATES,  AND  TOWN  COUNCHi,  AND 
A  COMMITTEE  OF  SUBSCRIBERS  TO  THE  ERECTION 
OP  THE  ACADEMY   BUILDINGS. 


SESSION    1868-9, 


BOABD  OF  DIBECTOBS. 

HUGH  MACFARLANE,  Ebq.,  Pboyost,  Chaibiiak. 


Bailib  SCOTT, 

„     MASSON, 

„     MORRISON, 

„     EAGLESIM. 
Tbbasubxr  RUSSELL. 
MX88B8.  DAVID  CAMPBELL, 

„       JAMES  BARCLAY, 

„      JAMES  CALDWELL, 


Mbssbs.  a.  H  pare, 

RICHARD  WATSON, 
ROBERT  BROWN. 
STEWART  CLARK, 
THOMAS  COATS, 
P.COMYN  MAOGRBGOR. 
WM  M*KECHNIE,  M.D. 
WILLIAM  PHILIPS. 


VlSirmO  OOMMITTBB. 


Me.  ROBT.  brown,  Convktek. 

Bailir  MASSON. 

Mb.  JAMES  CALDWELL 


Mb.  RICHARD  WATSON. 

„    P.  COMYN  MAC6RBG0B. 
Db.  M'KECHNIE. 


The  PROVOST,  ex  officio,  a  Member  of  Committee. 


Mb.  WILLIAM  HODGE,  Sbcbbtaby. 
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PBOSPEOTUS    FOB    SESSION    1868-9. 


TEACHERS. 


ENGLISH    DEPARTBIENT. 

KXADINOy  8PXLLIKO,  GRAMMAR,  STYMOLOOT,  OOBCPOSITION,  BLOOUTION, 
HISTORY,   AND  GROORAPHT. 

Head  Martep-Mr.  DAVID  DONALDSON,  F.E.LS. 

A..;.*^«*.i_  i  ^-  JOHN  B.  GORRIE. 
AasiBtanto- 1  ^^^  HANNINGTON. 


COMMERCIAL  AND  MATHEMATICAL  DEPARTMENT. 

WaiTlKG,  ARITHMSnO,   BOOK-KRSPING,  ALGBBRA,   OBOMBTRY,  BTO. 

Head  Master— Mr.  DAVID  GLASS,  M.A.,  T.C.D. 


GRAMMAR  SCHOOL  DEPARTMENT. 

CLASSICS  AND  MODBRN  LANGUAGBS. 

Hector— Dr.  WILLIAM  BRUNTON. 
Master  of  Modem  Langoages— Mr.  NICOLAS  METER. 


INDUSTRIAL    DEPARTMENT. 

PLAIN  AND  FANCY  WORK,  SBWING,  KNITTINO,  NBTTINO,  AND  CROCHBT. 

Miss  HANNINGTON. 


DRAWING  AND  PAINTING. 
Mr.  KTBKWOOD. 


VOCAL  MUSIC  AND  PIANOFORTE. 
Mr.  MATER.   . 
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DETAILED   CLASS  TABLE. 


Hours. 

CouRsi  OF  Study. 

Latdt. 

iBtdMS. 

lto3 

Rndiments,  and  Classical  Geography. 
Endiments ;  Delectos ;   Chambers's  Ele- 

2dCUi8. 

ItoS 

mentary  Latin  Exercises ;  S.  S.  fi.  A. 

Classical  Geography. 
Ovid;  CsBsar;   Chunbers's  Elementary 

3d   C1A80,    with 

9  to  11 

Groek. 

EzerciBes ;  History  of  Rome ;  Classical 

4th  ClM8,  with 

9toll 

Geography ;  Greek  Grammar. 
Sallnst;  Virgil ;  Cicero ;  Chambers's  Ad- 

Greek. 

vanced  I^ktin  Exerdses;  Hirtory  of 
Rome;  Classical  Geography;  Greek 
Grammar,  and  Xenophon. 

5th  Class,  with 

9  to  11 

Viigil ;  Horace ;  Terence  ;  livy ;  Cicero; 
Tadtns;  Chambers's  Advaneed  Latin 

Greek. 

Exercises;  History  of  Rome;  Classical 

Geoffraphy;  Xenophon;  Homer;  Dic- 
tated Zeroises  in  Prose  and  Verse. 

Ist  Class. 

lto2 

HalVs  First  French  Course;  Second 
French  Course. 

2d  Class. 

2to3 

Second  French  Course  ;  Pujors  Complete 
French  Class  Book. 

English. 

Initiatory  Class. 

lOtol 

Junior  Class. 

Ist  Division. 

lOtol 

The  Sixth  Book  a  S.  B.  A.  Series; 
Manual  of  Pronunciation;   Elements 

2d  Division. 

11  to  2 

Progressive  Reader  S.  S.  B.  A. ;  History 
of  Scotland  for  Junior  ClassesCNelson's 
Series);  Douglas's  English  Grammar ; 
and  Outlines  of  Geography. 

Senior  Classes 

Ist  Class. 

lltol.30 

M'CuUoch's  Course  of  Reading;  CoUier's 
British  Histonr :  Word  I^Epositor  ; 
Douglas's  Engfish  Grammar ;   Reid's 

Geography;  and  Comwell's   Young 

Composer. 
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Classes. 


English. 
2dC]A8s. 


3d  Class. 
(Advanoed.) 

Private  dasa  for 
Young  Ladies. 

Commercial 

AND 

Mathematical. 

Junior  Class. 
»»        »» 

Jon.  &  Sen.  Class. 
Senior  Class. 
Senior  Class. 


Private  Class  for 
Young  Ladies. 


HOUBS. 


9  to  11 


2to3 


3to4.30 


CouBSE  or  Study. 


9  to  10 

10  to  11 

11  to  12 
12tol 

lto2 


2to3 


4.30  to 
5.30 


The  Advanced  Reader,  aS.B.A.  Series; 
Collier's  British  History  :  Word  Ex- 
positor ;  Douglas's  1gng1»«n  Granunar; 
Keid's  Geography ;  and  Comwell'i 
Young  Composer. 

Same  BM>ks  as  in  2d  Senior  diss; 
MorelFs  Grammar  and  Analysis; 
Currie's  Composition;  and  Thomson's 
Geography. 

Advanced  English  ;  Grammar,  Composi- 
tion, Geography,  and  Histoiy. 


Writing. 

Arithmetic — ^Trotter's  Small  Arithmetio; 
Smitii's  Large  Arithmetia 

Writing. 

Arithmetio— Trotter  and  Smith's  Arith- 
metics. 

Writing  and  Book-keeping— ConmMrdal 
Forms,  Letters,  &c. ;  Irish  Book-keep- 
ing. 

Geometry,  Algebra,  and  MensuratioQ— 
S.  S.  B.  A.  Euclid  ;  Todhunter's  Al- 
gebra and  Trigonometry. 

Wnting,  Arithmetic,  &a 
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SCALE  OF  FEES  PER  QUARTER. 

PAYABLE  IN  ADVANCE. 

ENGLISH,  -       -       -    Initiatory,  58. ;  Jimior,  78.  6d. ;  Senior,  10b.  ; 

Private  CUwb,  10b.  6d. 
COMMERCIAL,  -       -    Writing,  58. ;   Arithmetic,  58. ;   Writing  and 
Arithmetic,  78.  6d.  ;  Book-keeping,  78.  6d.  ; 
Mathematics,     78.     6d.  ;     Private    ClasB, 
10b.  6d. 
GRAMMAR  SCHOOL,    Latin,  10b.  6d.  ;  Greek,  10b.  6d.  ;  Latin  and 
Greek,  10b.  6d. ;  French,  10b.  6d. ;  German, 
10b.  6d. 
INDUSTRIAL,   -       -    One  Hour,  2b.  6d. ;  Two  Hours,  48. 
MUSIC,       •        -        -    Singing,  2s.  6d.  ;  Piano,  218. 
Drawing,  78.  6d. ;  Paintino,  lOs,  6d. 
Charge  for  Copies,  Specimen  Sheets,  Pens,  Ink,  and  Slate  Pencil  for 
Pupils  attending  Writing  and  Arithmetic,  Is.  per  Quarter. 
No  charge  to  be  made  against  any  Pupil  attending  Arithmetic  only. 
Charge  for  General  Expenses  :— For  Cleaning,   Coals.  &a,   6d.   per 
Quarter,  for  each  Department ;  but  no  PupU  pays  for  more  than  two 
departments. 
The  Deductions  allowed  in  the  English  Department  are  now  withdrawn. 


QUARTER  DAYS. 

Fnusrr  Quarter,  -       Tuesday,  Ist  September,  1868. 

Second      „  -       -       Friday,  13th  November,     „ 

Third        „  -       -       Friday,  6th  February,  1869. 

Fourth     „  -       -       Friday,  23d  April,  „ 

Each  of  these  days  is  set  apart  for  enrolling  Pupils,  and  not  as  a  holi- 
day, in  order  to  prevent  interruption  of  the  ordinary  business  of  the 
SchooL  Parents  are  particularly  requested  to  enter  into  this  arrangement, 
as  it  is  extremely  inconvenient  for  the  Teachers  to  attend  to  accounts 
when  engaged  in  tuition.  To  prevent  desultory  attendance.  Pupils  (with 
certain  exceptions)  returning  after  any  Quarter  Day  are  charged  the  full 
fee  for  that  Quarterly  Term,  as  in  many  cases  such  Pupils  give  more 
trouble  than  those  who  joined  at  the  proper  time. 

Beginners  in  Latin  and  French  can  be  enrolled  with  advantage  only 
at  the  opening  of  the  Session. 

ATTENDANCE. 
When  a  Pupil,  from  sickness,  or  other  sufficient  cause,  cannot  attend, 
an  intimation  ought  to  be  sent  to  the  Teacher  as  soon  as  possible ;  at 
latest,  when  the  Papil  returns  to  SchooL 


Digitized  by 


Google 


408  THB   HISTORY  OF  THB 

During  the  session  very  little  occurred  which  requires  to 
be  specially  noted ;  and  the  routine  work  of  the  classes  in 
the  different  departments  was  not  interfered  with.  In  all 
the  classes,  however,  there  was  an  increase  in  the  number  of 
scholars,  and  the  Institution  continued  to  prosper.  To 
cany  out  the  resolution  of  the  Directors,  Mr.  Donaldson  en- 
gaged Mr,  John  B.  Gorrie  in  September,  1868,  as  an 
assistant.  This  had  now  become  a  necessity  on  account  of 
the  number  of  scholars  in  the  English  department  Mr. 
Gorrie  had  his  classes  in  the  south-east  room,  which  has 
since  been  used  by  Mr.  Donaldson's  assistants. 

A  proposal  was,  on  several  occasions,  brought  before  the 
Directors  that  the  vacation  should  be  during  the  months  of 
August  and  September,  and  not  as  hitherto,  during  July 
and  August,  but  after  considering  the  matter  fully,  the 
majority  was  of  opinion  that  there  should  be  no  change. 

The  examination  at  the  close  of  this  session  was  fixed  for 
the  29th  and  30th  of  June,  and  all  arrangements  connected 
therewith  were  made  almost  exactly  as  last  session.  The 
prizes  given  at  this  time  by  private  gentlemen,  in  addition 
to  those  at  the  previous  examinations,  were — ^Mr.  Peter 
Coats,  a  gold  medal,  instead  of  a  silver  medal,  for  excellaice 
in  grammar,  analysis,  and  composition ;  Mr.  Thomas  Coats, 
of  Ferguslie,  two  silver  medals,  one  for  boys  and  one  for 
girls,  for  excellence  in  geography  and  history ;  Mr.  James 
Arthur  of  Barshaw,  a  silver  medal  for  excellence  in  mathe- 
matics ;  and  Bailie  Masson,  a  prize  for  excellence  in  music. 
The  following  account  of  the  proceedings  on  these  two  days, 
which  is  taken  from  the  Paisley  Herald^  will  show  that 
the  session  had  been  a  veiy  successful  one. 

The  RTirmft.1  examination  of  the  Paisley  Grammar  School  and 
Academy  took  place  on  Tuesday  and  Wednesday,  the  29ih  and  3(Hh 
Jime,  1869.  There  having  been  a  considerable  increase  of  pupils 
during  the  past  session  compared  with  any  previous  one,  there  wis 
more  than  a  corresponding  interest  taken  in  the  examination  by  the 
public,  judging  from  the  large  number  of  ladies  and  gentleman  pre- 
sent on  both  days. 
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On  Tuesday  the  examination  was  confined  to  the  commercial^  modem 
languages,  initiatory  English  departments,  conducted  respectively  by 
Mr.  Glass,  Mr.  Meyer,  and  Miss  Hannington,  and  the  result  was 
yeiy  satisfactory. 

In  the  conunerdal  department  Mr.  Glass  showed  himself  from  the 
yeiy  first  to  be  an  able  and  successful  teacher,  and  every  successive 
examination  has  raised  him  in  the  pnblic  estimation.  The  pupils 
in  arithmetic  under  him  are  not  only  smart  and  accurate  in  perform- 
ing their  various  exercises,  but  they  are  evidently  acquainted  with 
all  the  shortest  methods  of  arriving  at  the  proper  results.  In  His 
mathematical  classes  he  appeared  to  bo  equally  successful  in  impart- 
ing a  knowledge  of  exact  science,  and  the  gentlemen  who  assisted  in 
examining  the  pnpils  in  this  department  expressed  themselves  as 
h^hly  satisfied  with  their  proficiency.  On  Wednesday  there  was  a 
large  exhibition  of  specimens  of  penmanship,  plain  and  ornamental, 
which  were  deservedly  much  admired. 

The  examination  of  Mons.  Meyer's  French  classes  showed  that  this 
department  of  the  Academy  has  made  a  great  step  in  advance  during 
the  past  year.  The  highest  class  was  exercised  in  grammatical 
analysis,  reading,  and  translation,  and  two  of  the  young  gentlemen 
gave  a  long  dialogue  in  which  they  exhibited  a  good  style  of  pronun- 
ciation as  well  as  large  powers  of  memory.  Altogether,  from  what  we 
heard  of  this  examination  we  would  expect  that  there  will  be  a  con- 
siderably increased  attendance  in  the  Modem  Language  Department 
next  session. 

In  Miss  Hannington's  department  the  ladies  congregated  very 
strongly,  and  they  had  certainly  every  reason  to  be  satisfied,  the 
mothers,  of  course,  particularly,  with  the  examination.  In  the  first 
place,  the  children  seemed  to  be  under  excellent  control ;  in  the  next 
place,  the  youngest  of  them  seemed  to  be  taking  an  intelligent  interest 
in  what  was  going  on,  and  in  the  third  place  Miss  Hannington  showed 
just  that  kind  of  manner  which  is  calculated  to  secure  the  attention 
of  the  class  of  pupils  amongst  whom  she  is  placed.  Every  one  seemed 
pleased. 

Miss  Hannington,  in  addition  to  the  initiatory  department,  has 
charge  of  what  may  be  called  the  industrial  and  fancy  work  depart- 
ment, and  the  North  West  room  contained  a  very  large  collection  of 
specimens  of  netting,  knittirig  and  croohetting,  and  of  plain  and  fancy 
needle-work,  which  attracted  a  great  amount  of  attention,  and  which 
we  were  assured  and  believe  was  all  first-dass  of  its  kind.  That  it 
was  of  great  variety  and  tastefully  executed,  we  did  not  require  to  be 
told,  as  that  was  evident. 

About  one  o'clock  the  pupils  studying  music  under  the  care  of  Mr. 
James  Mayer  were  also  examined,  and  evinced  a  remarkably  intelli- 
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gent  acquaintance  both  with  the  practice  and  principles  of  the  art 

In  the  room  along  with  the  needlework  there  was  exhibited  a  con- 
siderable number  of  drawings  executed  by  the  pupils,  which, 
considering  that  this  is  a  new  branch  of  instruction  in  the  Academy, 
showed  both  skill  on  the  part  of  the  teacher,  Mr.  Kirkwood,  and 
considerable  i^tude  on  the  part  of  some  of  the  pupils.  As  in  the 
case  of  Mons.  Meyer  we  would  expect  a  large  accession  to  Mr. 
Kirkwood's  classes  during  the  ensuing  session. 

The  Departments  examined  during  Wednesday  were  the  Classical, 
under  Dr.  Brunton,  and  the  English,  under  Mr.  D.  Donaldson. 

In  the  Classical  Department  Sheriff  Cowan,  the  Rev.  John  Thom- 
son, the  Bev.  James  Dodds,  the  Bey.  A.  Macintosh,  the  Rey.  JcAm 
Fleming,  and  Mr.  Dodds,  Boseneath,  took  part  in  the  examination, 
and  we  were  assured  that  both  in  Latin  and  Greek  the  pupils  acquit- 
ted themselves  in  a  very  satisfactory  manner.  Dr.  Brunton  has 
always  made  excellent  classical  scholars ;  his  teaching  capabilities  are 
as  great  as  ever,  and  it  is  gratifying  to  learn  that  this  department  of 
the  Academy  is,  like  the  other  departments,  rising  as  respecta  the 
numbers  attending  it.  The  learned  languages  may  not  in  all  cases 
be  of  special  use,  but  we  believe  no  one  ever  regretted  having  learn- 
ed them. 

We  come  now  to  the  English  Department  under  Mr.  Donaldson, 
which  although  last  is  not  least.  A  very  great  degree  of  interest 
was  concentred  in  this  department,  the  large  hall  being  crowded 
during  the  whole  time  of  the  examination,  and  the  classes  without 
exception  showed  that  they  had  been  under  the  most  Blalhl  and 
careful  training.  In  knowledge  of  the  language  itself,  in  Biblical 
knowledge,  in  Geography,  and  in  History,  the  pupils  showed  them- 
selves equally  well  grounded,  and  it  would  be  difficult  to  find  classes 
of  the  same  standing  possessed  of  the  same  amount  of  information  on 
all  those  subjects.  Mr.  Donaldson  is  a  hard  working  teacher,  and 
he  has  cause  to  rejoice  in  the  fruit  of  his  labours. 

At  the  conclusion  of  the  examination  a  meeting  was  held  in  the 
High  Church  for  awarding  the  prizes  for  the  various  subjects. 

Provost  Macfarlane  presided,  and  there  were  present  Mr.  Bobert 
Brown  of  Underwood  Park ;  Mr.  Thomas  Coats  of  Ferguslie ;  Mr. 
P.  Comyn  Macgregor  of  Brediland  ;  SherifT  Cowan >  Bailies  Eagleaim 
and  Watson,  the  Bev.  Messrs.  Eraser,  Hutton,  Pollock,  !^x>wn, 
Henderson,  Macintosh,  Sturrock,  Dodds,  Martin,  Fleming,  Crouch 
Benwick,  Duncan,  M'Kune,  Professor  Murray,  Dr.  Brunton,  Mr.  D. 
Toung.  On  that  or  the  preceding  day  we  likewise  observed  Bailie 
Masson,  Mr.  A.  C.  Holms  of  Sandyford,  Councillor  Fisher,  Mr.  Jas. 
A.  MacKean,  Mr.  A.  Macfarlane,  Mr.  Archd.  Barr,  Mr.  Bobert  Hay, 
Mr.  George  Dobie,  Mr.  James  Dobie,  Muirpark,  Mr.  J.  Bonald,  Mr. 
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John  Young,  Mr.  W.  Craw,  Mr.  Thomas  Graham,  Mr.  James  Pater- 
son,  Mr.  A.  Coats,  Mr.  James  Adam,  Mr.  B.  Leckie,  Mr.  J.  Johnston, 
Mr.  John  Walker,  Mr.  Dodds,  Roseneath,  Mr.  T.  W.  Maoalpine,  Mr. 
Niven,  &c. 

After  prayer  by  the  Rev.  James  Brown, 

Mr.  BoBBBT  Beown  of  Underwood  Park,  who  is  Convener  of  the 
Visiting  Committee,  on  being  called  upon  by  the  Provost,  said — ^I  have 
again  been  honoured  by  my  colleagues,  the  Directors  of  our  Grammar 
School  and  Academy,  to  bring  before  you^  at  the  dose  of  the  exam- 
ination this  day,  some  things  relating  to  the  session  that  is  now  ended. 
This  ia  the  fifth  annual  examination  that  has  taken  place  since  the  new 
buildings  were  erected,  when  the  English  and  Commercial  Schools 
under  the  management  of  the  Corporation  were  combined  with  the 
Grammar  School    At  the  last  two  examinations,  when  I  had  the  privi- 
lege of  addressing  you,  it  gave  me  the  greatest  pleasure  to  state  that 
everything  in  connection  with  this  seminary  of  learning  was  advancing 
favourably.     The  gradual  prosperity  of  the  Institution  and  increase 
in  the  number  of  scholars  in  eveiy  department  which  have  gone  on 
from  the  beginning,  have  also,  I  am  glad  to  inform  you,  been  con- 
tinuing during  the  past  year.      To  the  teachers  this  progressive 
improvement  must  be  extremely   encouraging,  for  it  thoroughly 
shows  that  their  labours  and  duties  have  been  appreciated,  and  that 
they  have  won  the  approbation  of  the  inhabitants.      Otherwise  no- 
thing of  any  great  importance  has  occurred,  but  all  has  been  moving  on 
steadily  and  evenly,  and  in  a  satisfactory  manner.    During  the  session 
Mr.  Kirkwood  opened  his  classes  for  drawing.    We  could  not  expect 
that  an  entirely  new  class  of  this  kind  should  all  at  once  be  numerously 
attended  ;  but  when  it  is  considered  that  this  is  its  first  year,  there 
were  as  many  scholars  in  it  as  the  most  sanguine  could  reasonably 
have  expected.      A  good  beginning  has  been  made,  and  I  hope 
parents  will  avail  themselves  of  the  excellent  opportunity  ofiered 
them  of  having  their  children  taught  a  branch  of  education  which 
will  be  a  source  of  pleasure  and  usefulness  to  them  in  after  life. 
The  drawings  of  the  pupils  which  have  been  exhibited  during  the 
two  days  of  this  interesting  examination,  are  marvellously  well 
executed,  and  show  what  can  be  done  by  scholars  who  apply  them- 
selves, and  have  an  able,  faithful,  and  indefatigable  teadier.      In 
connection  with  this  Academy  there  is  one  thing  to  wiiich  I  wish 
especially  to  refer,  and  that  is,  the  low  rate  of  fees  that  is  charged 
as  compared  with  those  of  any  similar  institution  in  other  towns. 
I  will  state  an  instance  or  two  to  show  this.     In  the  Glasgow  High 
School  and  in  the  Greenock  Academy,  writing  is  lOs.  6d.  per  quarter, 
and  here  it  is  5s.     In  these  places,  also,  arithmetic  is  10s.  6d.  per 
quarter,  English,  15s.,  and  here  arithmetic  is  5&  and  English  10s. 
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In  shorty  a  scholar  can  be  educated  as  well  in  this  Academy  at  little 
more  than  half  of  what  is  charged  in  these  seminaries  to  which  I  hare 
referred.  There  is  another  matter  in  which  parents  are  naturally  very 
deeply  interested,  and  which  I  wish  to  bring  under  your  notice.    I 
know  that  all  well-disposed  parents  are  impressed  with  the  sincoe 
desire  of  giving  their  children  a  good  education,  and  if  possible, 
indeed,  one  superior  to  what  they  may  have  obtained  themselves ; 
but  the  difficulty  with  them  very  frequently  is,  Where  can  sudi  be 
found  f    This  question  I  can  safely  and  conscientiously  answer.    To 
this  Academy  may,  with  the  greatest  safety,  be  sent  the  young  and 
the  tender  children,  who  hitherto  have  been  solely  under  the  charge 
of  their  mothers,  and  every  .care  and  attention  will  be  bestowed 
upon  them  by  Miss  Hannington,  who  has  the  management  of  the 
Initiatory  Department.    In  that  class-room  the  greatest  pains  are 
taken  not  to  allow  young  scholars  to  weary,  and  thereby  to  think 
that  their  lessons  and  everything  about  the  school  are  an  annoyuioo 
and  a  burden.    As  a  specimen  of  what  is  done  to  accomplish  this, 
whenever  their  lessons  are  over,  they  are  furnished  with  a  slate,  sod 
upon  it  they  are  encouraged  to  write  and  also  to  draw  figures. 
Upon  the  blackboard  also,  Miss  Hannington  the  one  day  sketches, 
it  may  be,  the  stem  of  a  flower,  and  the  young  pupils  first  learn  to 
draw  that.    The  next  day  a  leaf  or  two  may  be  added  to  that  stem, 
and  so  on  till  the  flower  is  completed.    The  same  excellent  pUn  is 
adopted  by  writing  the  letters  of  the  alphabet  and  figures  upon  the 
blad^board,  which  the  youthful  pupils  try  to  imitate  by  copying 
them  on  their  slates.     In  this  simple  and  correct  way  the  yomig 
children  are  kept  amused,  and  are  at  the  same  time  imperceptibly 
instructed  and  prepared  for  the  writing,  arithmetic,  and  drawing 
classes.    This  Academy,  then, — ^where  the  Bible,  the  Word  of  God, 
is  read  and  recognised  in  all  the  classes,  and  which  I  trust  will, 
through  good  and  bad  report,  always  be  the  case,  independent  of 
the  opinions  and  machinations  of  trimming  and  irreligious  poUticiaiis, 
— offers  to  parents  the  opportuniiy  of  educating  their  children  from  the 
earliest  stage,  and,  without  requiring  to  leave  it,  they  are  led  on  step 
by  step,  from  one  class  to  another,  till  their  education  is  com]^6ted, 
or  they  are  prepared  for  entering  the  University.     It  may  not  be 
known  to  all  now  present  that  the  teachers  in  this  Academy  receive 
no  assistance  from  the  Government,  and  that  they  and  the  managefs 
are  entirely  independent  and  free  from  the  control  of  Government 
Inspectors.     The  only  assistance  given  is  a  small  sum  from  the  fmids 
of  the  Corporation,  and  I  am  certain  there  is  no  item  which  is  expended 
by  our  Municipal  Authorities  that  confers  so  much  benefit  on  &e  oom- 
muniiy.     The  scholars  are  to  be  addressed  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Pollock, 
and  I  therefore  do  not  require  to  say  anything  to  them,  for  that 
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wiD  be  eloquently  and  ably  done  by  him.  But  I  may  only  further 
state,  that  all  the  teachers  have  shown,  not  only  by  the  successful 
proceedings  of  yesterday  and  to-day,  but  also  by  the  examinations  on 
former  occasions,  that  the  public  may  depend  upon  their  best  exertions 
being  continued  in  educating  the  youth  of  our  town  in  such  a  manner 
as  will  be  a  credit  to  themselves  and  beneficial  to  the  best  interests 
of  the  pupils  under  their  charge. 
The  distribution  of  the  prizes  having  been  concluded. 
The  Rev.  Mr.  Pollock  delivered  a  short  and  suitable  address  to 
the  scholars. 

The  Ohaibmak  then  announced  that  the  classes  would  be  re-opened 
on  the  1st  of  September,  and  the  proceedings  were  closed  by  the  Bev. 
Mr.  Duncan  pronouncing  the  benediction. 

The  syllabus  drawn  up  and  approved  for  next  session, 
was,  in  all  respects,  the  same  as  that  issued  for  the  pre- 
ceding one,  and  need  not  be  repeated. 

Shortly  after  the  commencement  of  the  session  Messrs. 
C-  &  W.  Long,  Drill,  Fencing,  and  Gymnastic  Masters 
in  the  High  and  other  schools  in  Glasgow,  made  a  pro- 
posal to  the  Directors  to  open  classes  for  gymnastics  in 
the  Academy.  After  they  had  given  some  explanation  about 
the  conducting  of  the  class,  the  Directors  allowed  them  to 
do  so,  and  to  charge  7s.  6d.  per  quarter  for  each  pupil. 
They  undertook  to  put  up  the  necessary  fittings  themselves 
in  such  a  way  as  not  to  injure  the  building,  and  to  have  the 
classes  in  the  afternoon  at  such  hours  as  would  not  interfere 
with  other  arrangements.  It  was  fixed  that  there  should 
be  a  class  for  boys  for  one  hour  three  times  a  week,  and  the 
same  for  girls.  These  classes  did  not  become  very  popular, 
and  were  continued  only  to  the  end  of  the  session.  To 
carry  out  exercises  of  this  kind  successfully,  a  class-room 
constructed  for  the  purpose  and  properly  fitted  up,  was 
absolutely  necessaiy ;  and  this  the  Directors  could  not  afford. 
The  Messrs.  Long  were,  undoubtedly,  enthusiasts  in  their 
profession,  and  perfectly  qualified  teachers  of  gymnastics, 
but  they  were  not  greatly  encouraged.  Some  of  the 
Directors  thought  these  exercises  might  be  beneficial  to  boys 
who  were  strong  and  able  to  imdergo  severe  exertion,  but 
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that  there  was  a  danger  that  boys  of  delicate  health  would 
exert  themselves  so  much  to  emulate  their  more  able  com- 
panions as  to  injure  themselves.  For  these  and  various 
other  reasons  the  gymnastic  class  was  not  continued. 

Near  the  close  of  the  year  a  number  of  the  former  pupils  of 
Dr.  Brunton  resolved  to  confer  an  honour  on  him,  by  present- 
ing him  with  his  portrait.  The  presentation  of  it  took  place 
on  5th  January  following,  when  he  was,  at  the  same  time, 
entertained  to  dinner  in  the  George  Hotel.  Along  with  the 
portrait,  there  was  also  given  to  him  an  album  containing 
the  cartes-de-visiUy  and  autographs  of  the  seventy  scholars 
who  were  subscribers  to  the  painting.  Mr.  John  Koss 
Macgregor,  Lonend,  was  chairman,  and  the  duties  of 
croupier  were  discharged  by  Mr.  A.  F.  Graham,  and  Mr. 
H.  B.  Barclay. 

The  Chaibman,  in  proposing  Dr.  Bnmton's  health  and  presenting 
him  with  the  portrait,  made  a  long  and  eloquent  speech,  from  which 
we  take  the  following  : — **  As  to  the  success  of  Dr.  Brunton's  career 
in  Paisley,  I  need  say  nothing.  I  could  say  a  little,  certainly,  but 
the  mere  words  I  might  employ  could  not  cany  with  them  any  proof 
of  the  Doctor*s  success.  I  shall  rather  ask  you  to  examine  the  prize 
roll  of  the  Glasgow  University  for  the  last  quarter-of-a-century,  and 
if  the  Grammar  School  boys  are  not  there  conspicuous  by  their  pre- 
sence, then  the  Grammar  School  is  itself  a  myth.  To  the  days  of 
the  Grammar  School  life  I  revert  with  the  keenest  pleasure.  Even 
now,  as  I  look  around  and  see  so  many  familiar  faces  here,  the 
memories  of  these  days  cluster  round  me  thick  and  bright  as  stars— 
memories  of  many  a  bloodless  battle-field  and  of  many  a  boyish 
freak ;  and  were  it  not  that  there  is  a  toast  in  the  programme— 
*'  our  schoolboy  days  " — I  could  not  allow  this  opportunity  to  slip 
without  a  word  or  two  of  reminiscence.  Few  here  have  had  better 
opportunities  than  I  have  had  of  meeting  the  good  Doctor  since  he 
had  us  under  his  rectorial  rod ;  and  were  I  now  called  on  to  enter 
into  a  detailed  catalogue  of  his  virtues  and  his  failings — he  would 
be  more  than  human  had  he  none  of  the  latter — I  would  only  dis- 
tract and  annoy  your  guest,  and  weary  you.  In  one  sentence,  just 
let  me  say  that  the  Doctor  is  a  ripe  scholar,  a  warm  friend,  and  a 
true  Christian  ;  these  combined  forming  what,  I  think,  the  Doctor 
is — ^a  true  gentleman. 

Dr.  Brunton,  after  expressing  his  delight  with  the  portrait  and 
thanking  them  for  it,  «aid,  **  much  of  the  pleasure  I  now  feel  is  to 
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see  80  many  of  the  old  bojg  now  actually  reaping,  in  the  world,  the 
benefit  of  the  inBtructions  which  they  received  in  the  Grammar 
SchooL  I  may  say  I  never  taught  to  please  the  public,  or  to  please 
the  parents,  or  to  please  the  boy.  I  taught  for  posterity — and  here 
is  the  result — many  of  the  old  boys  in  situations  of  honour  and 
respectability  in  the  world,  and  requiring  great  abiliiy  to  discharge 
the  duties  connected  with  them.  We  have  them  amongst  the  clergy, 
in  the  legal  and  medical  professions,  connected  with  the  press,  and 
distinguished  as  merchants — ^that  great  class  whose  enterprise  is  the 
means  of  supporting  this  town  and  the  whole  country.  It  is  grati- 
fying to  me  to  see  now  present  so  many  representatives  from  each 
of  these  classes — old  friends  and  old  &ces,  though  many  of  the  latter 
have  grown  older  and  more  manly,  and  a  little  more  hirsute  than 
they  used  to  be.  A  great  many  talk  as  if  a  classical  education  was 
of  no  use  to  a  merchant ;  but  I  believe  that  if  a  boy  has  been  taught 
the  classics  even  for  one  year,  he  will  be  benefitted  by  the  instruc- 
tion during  the  whole  of  his  lifetime.  Those  who  remain  longer  will 
be  benefitted  to  a  correspondingly  greater  extent." 

After  some  further  remarks  by  the  Doctor,  and  many- 
other  speeches  from  those  who  were  present,  the  agreeable 
proceedings  were  brought  to  a  close  by  the  Chairman  pro- 
posing the  toast  of  *^  Good-night/' 

Mr.  Gorrie,  the  assistant  to  Mr.  Donaldson,  resigned  in 
April,  1870,  and  Mr.  J.  C.  Niven  was  appointed  his 
successor.  Mr.  Niven  had  a  school  of  his  own  in  Paisley 
for  some  time  previous  to  that  date,  and  was  a  first-class 
teacher.  He  was  bom  at  Montrose  in  1832.  He  entered 
the  Rector's  Glass  of  the  Montrose  Academy, — the  late  Dr. 
Calvert's, — ^in  which  he  remained  four  years,  1846-50. 
From  1850-54,  he  was  enrolled  as  a  matriculated  student  in 
the  Faculty  of  Arts  in  the  University  of  St.  Andrews,  of 
which  University  he  is  now  a  graduate.  From  1854-58,  he 
was  an  assistant  master  to  Dr.  John  Ferguson,  Rector  of 
the  Grammar  School,  Kelso.  During  1858-59,  he  was  an 
assistant  in  the  Grammar  School  of  Jedburgh,  being  appointed 
by  the  heritors.  During  1860-64,  he  acted  as  classical 
master  in  Croft  Lodge  Academy,  Rothesay,  and  in  Langside 
Academy.  Since  1864,  he  had  been  teaching  in  Paisley, 
publicly  and  privately,  English  and  Classics. 
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At  this  time,  Mr.  Mayer — ^who  conducted  ihe  Musk 
cUnet — resigned,  on  his  departure  to  America,  and  the 
DiTPCton  made  choice  of  Mr.  W.  Paterson  Cross,  who 
conducted  Music  classes  in  the  Greenock  Academy,  and  m 
other  schools  in  that  neighbourhood.  Mr.  Cross  was  an 
energetic  and  excellent  teacher  of  Mosic ;  and  whik  he 
remained  in  the  Academy,  had  yery  good  classes. 

It  was  arranged  that  the  examination  should  be  held  on 
S9th  and  30th  June,  1870;  and  the  Town  Council  Toted 
the  usual  sum  of  £10  to  furnish  prises  for  the  sucoessfol 
scholars  in  the  English  and  Commarcial  departments.  Bailie 
Park  gave  a  prize  for  excellence  in  Ge<^raph7  and  Histonr, 
in  addition  to  those  formerly  proyided  by  private  gentlenten. 
The  circular  intimating  the  arrangements  for  the  two  days 
of  the  examination  was  the  same  as  on  former  occasions.  The 
following  account  of  the  proceedings  on  these  days  is  taken 
from  the  PaUUy  4r  Renfrtw$hire  Gazette : — 

The  annual  examination  of  this  important  aeminaiy  came  off  oo 
Wedneaday  and  Thtmday,  the  29th  and  dOth  Jane,  1870.  The 
weather  on  both  days  waa  most  delightful,  and  a  great  number  ot 
ladiea  were  present,  whoee  gay  oostumea,  of  tasteful  form  and  Tiried 
colour,  added  no  little  animation  to  the  aoene. 

The  claMJoal  department,  under  the  mastenhip  <d  Dr.  BnmtoD, 
did  not  bJL  short  of  preyious  examinations ;  and  the  Tarious  questku 
put  were  answered  with  readiness  and  knowledge,  ihowing  that  the 
worthy  Doctor  had  not  failed  in  his  duty  during  the  past  aesBoo. 
As  might  hare  been  expected  from  the  diy  nature  of  the  studies,  but 
few  ladiea  graced  the  room  with  their  presence. 

M.  Meyer's  department  (foreign  languages)  was  more  popular. 
The  pupils  displayed  a  Teiy  creditable  amount  of  progicai  and 
acquaintance  with  the  French  tongue.  At  the  dose  oi  the  examina- 
tion, a  dramatic  piece,  in  French,  in  which  three  gentlemen  and  two 
ladiea  took  part,  was  remarkably  well  given— one  of  the  girls,  in 
particular,  giving  evidence  of  no  little  histrionic  power. 

The  youngsters  under  Mias  Hsnnington  acquiUed  themselves  well, 
and  it  was  quite  refreshing  to  see  the  lots  of  little  arms  ext^kdedv^iea 
questions  were  put     The  singing  of  the  hymns  was  pleasantly  done. 

Mr.  Donaldaon'a  department  fully  bore  out  the  high  reputatioD 
that  gentleman  hassoquired.  Th^  answers  heevoked  by  his  akilfal 
questioning  clearly  showed  that  he  had  driUed  his  class  thosxmg^, 
and  the  recollection  of  dates  which  some  of  the  scholsrs  showed  was 
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certainly  surprising.  We  suspect  many  of  the  auditory  would  have 
felt  somewhat  puzzled  to  have  answered  the  queries.  We  admired 
the  reading  of  the  pupils.  The  attention  paid  to  points  and  to 
emphasis  showed  that  they  were  reading,  not  by  rote,  but  from  an 
intelligent  appreciation  of  the  passage. 

The  display  of  needlework  attracted  gay  groups  of  ladies.  One 
netted  curtain  we  noticed  as  being  very  well  executed.  Some  of  the 
woollen  work  was  well  done,  but  there  was,  if  anything,  a  want  of 
variety  in  the  specimens  exhibited. 

We  were  much  pleased  with  the  map-drawing.  The  lettering,  as 
well  as  the  outlines  of  the  maps,  were  remarkably  well  done.  But, 
above  all,  we  have  much  pleasure  in  according  a  very  high  meed  of 
praise  to  the  drawing.  The  specimens  on  the  walls  were  most  artis- 
tically executed,  and  reflected  no  small  credit  on  the  pupils  and  their 
teacher,  Mr.  Kirkwood. 

The  Commercial  Room  contained  some  very  fine  examples  of  neat 
writing  in  all  stages.  The  ornamental  writing  specimens  were  not  so 
numerous  nor  perhaps  so  well  executed  as  last  year,  but  we  believe 
the  chief  object  Mr.  Glass  has  in  view  is  to  produce  good  plain  writers. 
The  examination  in  arithmetic  of  Mr.  Glass's  pupils  was  very  credit- 
able, and  the  pupils  displayed  considerable  dexterity  in  this  department. 
On  both  days  the  rooms  were  much  crowded  and  uncomfortable. 
The  building  is  on  too  small  a  scale  to  accommodate  the  scholars 
attracted  to  this  seminaiy  by  the  justly-acquired  fame  of  the  teachers. 
On  Thursday,  after  the  close  of  the  examination,  the  distribution 
of  prizes  took  place  in  the  High  Church,  in  presence  of  a  large  and 
fashionable  assemblage  of  ladies  and  gentlemen.  ProFOst  Murray 
presided,  and  gave  the  prizes  to  the  pupils  to  whom  they  had  been 
awarded.  Amongst  the  company  present  during  the  examinations 
and  the  distribution  of  prizes  we  observed,  Sir  Peter  Coats  ;  Thomas 
Goats,  Esq.,  Ferguslie  ;  Robert  Brown,  Esq.,  of  Underwood  Park, 
Chairman  of  the  Academy  Committee ;  Sheriff  Cowan ;  Bailies 
Watson,  Park,  Fisher,  and  Cochran ;  ex -Provost  Campbell ;  ex- 
Bailies  Eaglesim  and  Masson ;  Wm.  Hodge,  Esq.,  Town-Clerk; 
Dr.  M*Kechnie  ;  A.  C.  Holms,  Esq.  of  Sandyford ;  the  Rev.  J.  C. 
Lees  ;  the  Rev.  *R.  Duncan  ;  the  Rev.-  C.  M'Kune ;  the  Rev.  J. 
Renwick  ;  the  Rev.  John  Fleming ;  the  Rev.  J.  B.  Sturrock  ;  the 
Rev.  Wm.  Fraser  ;  the  Rev.  John  Thomson  ;  the  Rev.  A.  Macintosh ; 
the  Kev.  Andrew  Henderson ;  the  Rev.  G.  C.  Hutton  ;  the  Rev. 
James  Brown  ;  the  Rev.  A.  G.  Fleming ;  the  Rev.  John  Crouch  ; 
Archibald  Hutchison,  Esq.  ;  David  Young,  Esq. ;  Alexander  Begg, 
Ssq.  ;  Alex.  Macfarlane,  Esq.  ;  Robert  Hay,  Esq.  ;  John  Ronald, 
Esq.  ;  James  Parlane,  Esq.  ;  Thomas  Walker,  Esq.  ;  John  Young, 
Esq.  ;  George  Dobie,  Esq.  ;  Thomas  Graham,  Esq.  ;  James  Pater- 
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son,  Esq.  ;  Thomas  Graham,  Esq.  ;  James  Yuill,  Esq.  ;  Arthtir 
Lewis,  Esq.  ;  William  Johnstone,  Esq.  ;  Walter  Whitehead,  Esq.  ; 
Mr.  James  Cochran,  Mr.  Adam  Semple,  Mr.  C.  D.  Wason,  Mr. 
John  Cook,  and  others. 
The  Rev.  Mr.  M*Kune  having  opened  the  meeting  with  prayer. 
The  Chaieman  called  on  Robert  Brown,  Esq.  of  Underwood  Park, 
as  Chairman  of  the  Academy  Committee,  to  address  the  meeting. 

Mr.  Brown  then  rose  and  spoke  as  follows  :  —As  I  have  so 
frequently  addressed  you  on  similar  occasions,  my  observationB  at 
this  time  will  be  very  few.  It  is  a  great  privilege  and  pleasure  to 
me  again  to  inform  you  that  the  Academy  continues  to  prosper  ;  and 
I  may  safely  say  that  it  has  been  more  successful  during  the  past 
year  than  during  any  time  since  its  commencement.  In  nearly  all 
the  departments,  I  am  glad  to  say,  there  has  been  a  considerable 
increase  in  the  number  of  scholars.  Under  Mr.  Donaldson  and  his 
assistants,  in  the  English  Departments,  there  are  now  280  scholars, 
and  three  years  since  there  were  230 ;  and  in  the  Commercial 
Department,  under  Mr.  Glass,  there  are  247  scholars,  and  three 
years  ago  there  were  205.  The  drawing  class,  under  Mr.  Kirkwood, 
was  only  commenced  two  years  ago,  and  so  great  has  been  its  success, 
that  the  number  of  scholars  attending  it  is  now  upwards  of  forty. 
As  it  becomes  better  known  to  parents,  that  the  drawing  of  objects 
of  nature  and  of  art  so  greatly  improves  the  taste  and  elevates  the 
mind  of  the  young,  there  will  yet  be  many  more  pupils  attending 
this  class.  Indeed,  I  expect  before  long  that  the  present  number 
will  not  only  be  doubled,  but  trebled.  Although  there  has  not  been 
any  great  increase  in  the  number  of  scholars  attending  the  classical 
and  modem  languages  departments,  yet  I  am  glad  to  say  that  they 
are  in  a  high  state  of  proficiency.  Many  present  would  observe  that 
at  the  Glasgow  University  no  inconsiderable  number  of  students  who 
had  been  taught  at  this  academy  had  gained  high  honours.  This 
fact  must  be  one  greatly  gratifying  to  Dr.  Brunton,  as  it  certainly 
is  so  to  every  one  interested  in  the  honour  of  our  good  town  and  the 
welfare  of  the  rising  generation.  Three  years  ago,  the  greatest 
number  of  pupils  on  the  roll  in  the  Academy  was  about  270,  and 
this  year  there  were  about  330«  This  continued  prosperity  is 
extremely  satisfactory,  and  must  have  a  stimulating  and  encouraging 
influence  upon  the  teachers,  for  it  fully  shows  that  their  exertions 
and  abilities  have  been  appreciated.  Before  the  last  quarter  of  this 
session  had  commenced,  Mr.  Mayer,  the  teacher  of  vocal  music^ 
resigned  his  situation,  as  he  was  about  to  leave  this  country  for 
America.  This  department  has  not  succeeded  so  well  as  the  others, 
and  the  Directors,  therefore,  felt  some  anxiety  in  selecting  a  prop^ly 
qualified  successor.     They  have,  however,  I  am  glad  to  state,  been  for- 
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tonate  in  Becuring  the  services  of  Mr.  W.  Paterson  Gross,  a  gentleman 
who  has  been  engaged  in  a  similar  way  in  teaching  in  the  first  schools 
in  Greenock,  Helensburgh,  and  other  places.  As  Mr.  Cross  is  a  man 
of  ability,  experience,  and  perseverance,  he  will,  I  am  satisfied,  be  a 
successful  teacher ;  and  I  fully  anticipate  that,  after  his  high 
qualifications  become  known,  he  will  have  many  scholars  attending 
his  classes.  Mr.  Cross  will  commence  his  classes  at  the  beginning  of 
the  next  session.  Everything,  otherwise,  in  the  Academy  during 
the  session  now  ended,  has  been  going  on  smoothly,  and  in  the  most 
harmonious  manner ;  and  there  are,  therefore,  only  a  few  matters 
that  require  to  be  specially  referred  to.  Some  persons  think  that  a 
mixed  school,  where  there  are  both  boys  and  girls,  is  not  only 
objectionable  in  a  social  point  of  view,  but  that  it  is  more 
difficult  to  be  managed.  Now,  such  is  not  our  experience  in  this 
Academy ;  for  we  never  had  a  case  approximating  to  rudeness  by  a 
boy  to  a  girL  On  the  contrary,  the  presence  of  the  girls  in  the 
class-rooms,  and  in  the  playgrounds,  has  a  beneficial  influence  over 
the  boys.  Besides,  girls  should  have,  under  the  best  masters,  an 
opportunity  of  learning  and  competing  in  all  the  branches  of 
education  in  which  the  boys  are  taught.  We  know  that  in  most  cases 
the  girls,  to  their  honour,  are  more  careful  in  learning  their  lessons 
and  in  attending  to  the  instructions  of  the  masters  than  the  boys, 
and  thereby  set  the  best  practical  example  to  them.  In  an  institution 
such  as  tlus,  the  boys  and  girls  should  be  looked  upon  in  the  light  of 
a  large  family,  the  individual  members  of  which  are  acting  kindly 
towards  one  another,  but  all,  at  the  same  time,  emulating  one 
another,  under  the  proper  surveillance  of  the  masters,  in  the 
acquiring  of  knowledge  to  fit  them  for  the  stem  duties  they  will 
have  to  face  and  to  perform  in  after  life.  On  this  subject,  I  am 
happy  to  have  it  in  my  power  to  give  you  the  authority  of  Mr. 
Fearon,  one  of  Her  Majesty's  Inspectors,  who  was  appointed  to 
investigate  the  state  of  middle-class  education  in  Scotland,  and  to 
form  an  estimate  of  the  comparative  merits  of  the  same  class  of 
schools  in  England  and  this  country.  He  says — ^'I  had  already, 
before  my  visit  to  Scotland,  been  used  to  inspect  mixed  Grammar 
Schools  of  boys  and  girls  in  the  North  of  England.  I  have  never 
seen  any  reason  to  disapprove  of  this  mixture  of  the  sexes  in  day 
schools,  under  careful  management  and  judicious  regulations,  nor  is 
my  view  at  all  altered  by  what  I  observed  and  heard  in  my  school 
tour.  I  did  not  remark  any  levity  or  faults  of  discipline,  and  I  was 
told  that  no  instance  had  occurred  of  any  mischief  resulting  from 
such  meetings  of  boys  and  girls  in  these  day  schools.  On  the 
contrary,  I  am  inclined  to  think,  from  what  I  saw  in  Scotland,  that 
the  presence  of  the  girls  both  civilises  and  stimulates  boys,  and  that 
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the  opportunity  of  working  with  the  boys  strengthens  the  judgment 
and  braces  the  mental  faculties  of  the  girls.*'  These  are  the  opinions 
of  a  gentleman  eminently  qualified  to  judge  on  this  matter,  and  are 
extracted  from  a  published  Gk>yemment  report  issued  within  theae 
three  years.  This  Academy  has  many  kind  and  generous  friends, 
who  have  given  numerous  proofs  that  they  have  its  welfare  and 
prosperity  at  heart.  Besides  the  handsome  sum  voted  by  the  Tpwn^ 
Council  for  prizes,  and  the  money  subscribed  by  old  scholars,  some 
years  ago,  to  form  a  fund  for  purchasing  prizes  to  the  scholars  in  the 
Classical  and  Modem  Languages  departments,  there  are  other 
numerous  donations.  To-day  there  will  be  ten  silver  medals  and  one 
gold  medal  awarded  as  prizes,  which  have  been  anxiously  competed 
for  by  the  pupils  during  the  session.  In  addition  to  these,  there  aie 
also  books  which  have  been  kindly  presented,  including  two  prizes 
subscribed  for  by  the  clergymen  of  the  different  denominations  in 
the  town.  The  only  department  in  which  no  prizes  have  been  given 
is  the  Drawing.  Mr.  Kirkwood,  to  ^hose  qualities  as  a  teach^>  I 
have  referred,  has  now,  however,  modestly  hinted  that  two  silver 
medals  as  prizes  would,  after  this,  be  very  acceptable.  The  one  prise 
he  purposes  to  be  to  the  girl,  and  the  other  to  the  boy,  who  have 
made  the  greatest  progress  in  drawing  during  the  session.  I  am 
hoping  that  some  large-hearted  person  will  soon  meet  Mr.  Kirkwood's 
views.  The  scholars  will  be  addressed  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Henderson  ; 
but  I  cannot  conclude  without  congratulating  the  teachers,  and  every 
one  connected  with  the  Academy,  upon  the  successful  termination  of 
this  session.  The  ready  answers  given  by  the  scholars,  and  the  good 
appearance  which  they  have  generally  made  during  the  examination 
which  has  extended  over  these  two  days,  satisfactorily  showed  that 
the  teaching  they  receive  Ib  not  merely  routine,  but  that,  on  ^le 
contrary,  they  have  been  thoroughly  drilled  and  eflBciently  taught ; 
and  we  know  that  if  the  pupils  properly  apply  in  after  life  the 
education  they  have  received  here, — ^based,  as  it  is,  upon  the  Kble 
and  sound  religious  principles, — it  will,  without  doubt,  lead  to  their 
future  happiness  and  prosperity.  It  must  be  encouraging  to  the 
scholars  to  see  that  here  all  are  treated  alike  with  the  utmost 
impartiality,  and  without  any  distinction  as  to  rank  or  class.  Let 
the  course,  then,  hitherto  followed  be  continued;  and  let  the 
teachers  devote  their  whole  energy  and  attention  to  the  educaticm 
and  discipline  of  those  imder  their  charge  as  they  have  alwBjs 
done, — and  these,  combined  Tfith  the  example  and  precepts  of  good 
parents  (without  which  the  education  in  the  Academy  would  be  of 
little  value) ;  and  there  is  no  doubt  that  this  institution  will,  und^ 
God's  blessing,  flourish  more  and  more  in  years  to  come. 
Provost  Murray  then  distributed  the  prizes. 
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The  Rev.  Mr.  Hendebson,  after  a  few  introductory  remarks,  said 
that  he  wished  to  express  his  satisfaction  with  the  results  of  the  ex- 
amination now  closed — a  satisfaction  shared  in,  he  was  sure,  by  all 
who  had  taken  part  in  the  proceedings.  These  results  were  highly 
creditable  to  the  teachers,  and  they  were  not  less  creditable  to  the 
pupils,  many  of  whom  had  shown  evident  marks  of  diligence  and  of 
attention  to  their  studies  during  the  session.  He  felt  ho  was  but 
speaking  the  opinion  of  all  present  when  he  said  that  they  must  all 
be  satisfied  that  the  elements  of  a  sound  education  were  imparted  in 
this  institution.  It  was  gratifying  to  learn  that  the  numbers  attend- 
ing the  school  were  larger  this  year  than  they  had  ever  been,  and  it 
was  not  less  gratifying  to  notice  the  fact  also  mentioned  by  Mr. 
Brown,  that  so  many  of  the  former  pupils  had  obtained  honourable 
places  in  the  last  prize-list  of  the  University  of  Glasgow.  Perhaps 
some  who  are  now  pupils  are  preparing  to  go  to  college  next  winter ; 
he  would  lu^e  on  them  that  they  too  should  endeavour  to  maintain 
the  credit  of  the  school  in  which  they  had  been  trained.  Mr. 
Henderson  then  proceeded  to  say  that  there  were  two  different  ideas 
prevailing  as  to  the  method  in  which  education  should  be  conducted. 
The  one  was  that  the  mind  should  be  filled  with  what  is  called  use- 
ful information — instruction  bearing  directly  on  the  occupation  of 
after  life  ;  the  other,  that  the  various  powers  of  the  mind  should  be 
carefully  ctdtivated,  and  that  the  principal  aim  of  the  teacher  ought 
to  be  to  train  and  bring  into  vigorous  exercise  all  the  faculties.  He 
was  glad  to  find  that  it  was  the  latter  idea  that  was  acted  on  in  this 
institution.  He  wished,  therefore,  that  both  parents  and  pupils 
would  keep  this  in  view,  and  not  suppose  that  any  part  of  the  instruc- 
tion communicated  here  was  useless  because  they  could  not  see  its 
direct  bearing  on  the  business  of  future  life.  That  branch  of  instruc- 
tion might  have  an  important  influence  on  the  training  of  the  mind, 
and  without  the  proper  training  of  the  mental  powers  they  could 
not  look  for  much  success  or  usefulness  in  life.  In  this  connection 
he  might  refer  to  the  Classical  Department,  the  attendance  in  which, 
he  was  sorry  to  hear,  had  not  increased  in  proportion  to  that  in  the 
other  classes.  Boys,  and  parents  too,  were  sometimes  in  the  habit 
of  saying  "  "What  is  the  use  of  Latin  and  Greek  ?  They  can  be  of 
no  service  to  those  who  are  to  enter  on  mercantile  life."  He  had 
sometimes  heard  persons  say  that  they  thought  the  time  spent  in 
Latin  lost  time  ;  after  leaving  school  they  had  never  opened  a  Latin 
book,  and  had  forgot  everything  that  they  had  learned.  But  even  in 
such  a  case  he  was  not  prepared  to  admit  that  there  had  been  no 
benefit  derived  from  the  study.  All  of  them  knew  something  of  the 
benefit  obtained  from  a  change  of  air  and  scene ;  and  what  the 
change  of  air  was  to  the  bodily  health,  the  learning  of  a  foreign 
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language,  such  as  the  Latin,  was  to  the  mind.  It  braced  its  varioiu 
powers.  It  gave  an  insight  into  the  meaning  and  use  of  words,  and 
words  were  but  the  instruments  of  thought.  Though  the  language 
that  had  been  learned  were  forgotten,  yet  the  mind  might  receiye 
permanent  benefit,  just  as  a  month's  residence  at  the  sea-side  might 
give  tone  and  vigour  to  the  system  for  a  whole  year.  He  might  also 
call  attention  to  the  Mathematical  Department,  for  he  believed  a  course 
of  instruction  in  this  was  fitted  to  strengthen  and  develope  the  reasoning 
powers.  Though  he  was  glad  to  see  that  the  attendance  in  this  de- 
partment was  increasing,  still  he  thought  that  many  more  might  take 
advantage  of  it.  Whatever  was  of  service  in  educating  any  of  the 
mental  powers  ought  not  to  be  neglected,  and  it  was  the  aim  of  the 
directors  of  this  institution  to  have  these  faculties  cultivated  all  round 
— memory,  imagination,  taste,  judgment,  reasoning.  He  would, 
therefore,  have  the  pupils  not  to  neglect  any  branch  of  their  education, 
because  they  did  not  see  of  what  service  it  was  to  be  to  them  in  that 
race  of  life  they  were  afterwards  to  follow.  Suppose  that  a  boy  had 
a  piece  of  work  which  he  took  to  a  joiner  to  have  done  for  him.  A 
day  or  two  after  he  goes  to  see  how  the  joiner  is  getting  on,  and  he 
finds  him  at  the  grindstone  or  the  hone  sharpening  some  of  his  tools. 
He  would  be  a  very  foolish  boy  who  would  think  that  the  workman 
was  wasting  his  time  and  neglecting  the  work  given  him  because  he 
was  doing  this.  Why,  the  work  would  be  all  the  better  and  the 
sooner  done  if  the  tools  were  in  order.  The  time  spent  in  putting 
the  tools  in  order  would  be  more  than  saved  in  the  doing  of  the  work. 
He  would,  therefore,  impress  upon  both  parents  and  pupils  that  what 
was  being  done  at  school  was  the  sharpening  of  the  tools  by  which 
the  varied  work  of  life  was  to  be  done.  Mr.  Henderson  then  addressed 
himself  to  the  pupils,  under  the  two  divisions  of  prizetakers  and 
non-prizetakers.  To  the  first  he  said  that  they  would  feel  proud  of 
their  success ;  for  it  was  something  to  have  these  prizes  put  into  their 
hand  by  the  Chief  Magistrate  of  the  town,  and  in  the  presence  of 
such  an  audience.  But  they  must  not  suppose  that  they  had  obtained 
the  goal  and  might  now  rest.  Those  who  were  now  leaving  school 
must  not  think  their  education  complete.  Many  who  had  taken 
prizes  at  school  were  afterwards  nowhere  in  the  race  of  life ;  and  the 
reason  was,  they  were  so  pleased  with  their  success  that  they  thought 
they  might  rest  themselves.  They  all  knew  the  fable  of  the  hare  and 
the  tortoise.  The  hare  started  well  in  the  race,  but  seeing  itself  far 
ahead  of  the  tortoise,  stopped  and  fell  asleep ;  but  the  tortoise  held 
steadily  on,  and  reached  the  winning-post  first.  While,  therefore, 
he  would  caution  the  prizetakers  against  relaxing  their  energies,  he 
would,  at  the  same  time,  say  to  those  who  had  failed  to-day  that  ihey 
must  not  be  discouraged.     Let  them  persevere  in  their  efforts,  and 
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they  might  possibly  outstrip,  in  the  end,  some  of  their  competitors. 
Mr.  Henderson  concluded  by  wishing  that  both  teachers  and  scholars 
might  enjoy  the  holiday  which  they  had  earned  so  welL 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Sturrock  closed  the  proceedings  by  pronouncing 
the  benediction. 

The  syllabus  prepared  for  next  Session  was  almost  ex- 
actly the  same  as  for  the  last  two  Sessions,  except  that  the 
last  page  contained  the  following  list  of  Honours  gained  by 
Grammar  School  pupils  at  the  University  of  Glasgow  at 
the  close  of  Session  1869-70:— 

HONOURS 

WERE  OAINBD  AT  THE  GLASGOW  UNIVERSITT  AT  THE  CLOSE  OF  SESSION 
1869-70,    BY   THE  FOLLOWING   PUPILS   OF   THE  GRAMMAR   SCHOOL 

AND  academt: — 

GREEK. 

Senior  Class.     James  E.  Campbell  (1)  The  Je&rej  Grold  Medal ; 

(2)  Prize  for  Prose  and 
Verse  Composition ;  (3) 
Prize  for  Translation  of 
a  Passage  from  Smithes 
History  of  Greece ; 
(4)  Prize  for  Summer 
Work. 

Middle  Class.     William  Y.  King.      (1)  The  First  Prize ;  (2)  Prize 

for  a  portion  of  M. 
Williams'  Elementary 
Exercises ;  (3)  Prize  for 
Summer  Work. 

Middle  Class.    Francis  HauxwelL         The  12th  Prize. 

Junior  Class.     John  Pinkerton.  The  8th  Prize. 

LATIN.  William  Y.  King.       (1)  The  Cowan  Gold  Medal 

for  the  best  student  in 
the  Humanity  Class ; 
(2)  Prize  for  Examina- 
tion on  the  work  read 
in  the  Public  Class;  (3) 
Prize  for  same  in  Pri- 
vate Class ;  (4)  Prize  for 
Summer  Work. 
LATIN.  Francis  Hauxwell.         The  5th  Prize. 
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MATHEMATICS. 

Junior.  Duncan  M.  Bninton.     The  4th  Prize. 

NATURAL  PHILOSOPHY. 

T.  Lindsay  Galloway.     The  7th  Prize. 
MORAL  PHILOSOPHY. 

Junior  Division.  T.  Lindsay  GaUoway.     The  3d  Prize. 
GEOLOGY.         D.  W.  Porteous.  A  First-Clasa  Certificate. 

MIDWIFERY.    William  Lewis.  A  Second-Class  Certificate. 

Since  the  foundation  of  the  Grammar  School,  no 
donation  of  money  or  proi>erty  had  ever  been  made  in  its 
behoof.  At  this  time,  however,  we  are  glad  to  record  the 
gift  of  some  land  for  the  extension  of  the  institution.  The 
ground  that  bounded  the  Grammar  School  and  Academy  on 
the  east  belonged  to  Mr.  John  Jack,  and  this  gentleman 
resolved  to  give  a  portion  of  it  to  the  Town  Council  for  the 
benefit  of  the  institution.  This  was  intimated  to  the  Towa 
Council  by  a  letter  from  Mr.  James  II.  Dunn,  writer, 
Paisley,  at  a  meeting  held  on  the  14th  April,  1871.  The 
ground  extends  to  about  200  square  yards,  and  is  valuable  as 
additional  playground  for  the  pupils.  The  following  is  a 
copy  of  the  disposition  of  this  property  by  Mr.  John  Jack  to 
the  Town  Council : — 

*'I,  John  Jack,  feuar  in  Paisley,  heritable  proprietor  of  the 
subjects  after  disponed,  in  order  to  provide  for  an  extension  of  the 
ground  available  for  the  Paisley  Grammar  School  and  Academy 
adjoining  my  property  in  Oakshaw  Street  of  Paisley,  do  hereby 
Give,  Grant,  and  Dispone  from  me,  my  heirs  and  successors,  to  and 
in  favour  of  the  Provost,  Bailies,  Treasurer,  and  remanent  Members 
of  the  Town  Council  of  the  Burgh  of  Paisley,  and  to  their  successors 
in  office,  for  behoof  of  the  whole  body  and  community  thereof,  and 
to  their  assignees  heritably  and  irredeemably.  All  and  Whole  that 
piece  of  ground  situated  in  Osdcshaw  Street  of  Paisley  immediately 
to  the  south-east  of  the  ground  of  the  Grammar  School  and  Academy, 
and  containing  two  hundred  square  yards :  bounded  by  Oakshaw 
Street  upon  the  north-east,  along  whidi  it  extends  twenty-three  feet 
or  thereby ;  bounded  by  the  ground  of  the  Grammar  School  and 
Academy  on  the  south-west  and  north-west,  along  which  it  extends 
on  the  south-west  (including  part  next  Middle  Church)  twenty-one 
feet  six  inches,  and  on  the  north-west  eighty-two  feet  six  inches  w 
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thereby  ;  and  by  my  other  property  on  the  south-east;  along  which 
it  extends  ninety-one  feet  six  inches  or  thereby.  Which  piece  of 
gronnd  is  part  and  portion  of  All  and  Haill  that  tenement  of  land 
high  and  laigh,  back  and  fore,  with  the  office  houses  and  yard  back- 
wards,  with  the  backhouses  and  bam  at  the  head  of  said  yard  and 
fronting  the  road  leading  to  Oakshawhead,  lying  said  subjects  on  the 
north  side  of  the  High  Street  of  the  Burgh  of  Paisley,  and  bounded 
by  the  tenement  and  yard  belonging  to  the  representatives  of  Robert 
Shedden  on  the  east,  the  King's  High  Street  on  the  south,  by  the 
tenement  and  lands  sometime  belonging  to  the  representatives  of 
James  Oordiner,  thereafter  partly  to  James  Walkinshaw,  writer  in 
Paisley,  and  partly  to  the  Community  of  Paisley,  on  the  west,  and 
the  way  or  passage  to  Oakshaw,  and  the  bam  and  barnyard  some- 
time possessed  by  Robert  Craig  on  the  north  and  north-west  parts. 
As,  also,  AU  and  HaiU  that  dweUing-house  in  Oakshawhead  of 
Paisley,  with  the  ground  lying  on  the  west  of  said  dwelling-house ; 
as,  also,  sixty  feet  of  more  ground  running  down  the  yard 
from  the  south  comer  of  the  said  dwelling-house,  as  the  said 
subjects  were  acquired  by  John  Shedden,  late  merchant  in  Paisley, 
from  John  Sproul,  son  and  heir  of  the  deceased  Matthew  Sproul, 
Wright  in  Paisley ;  bounded  on  the  east  by  the  houses  and  yard  which 
belonged  to  Hugh  Snodgrass,  writer  ;  on  the  north  by  the  Highway 
leading  to  Oakshaw,  on  the  west  by  the  yard  belonging  to  James 
Wright,  and  on  the  south  by  the  yarding  disponed  to  John  Park, 
shopkeeper  in  Paisley.  As  also.  All  and  Whole  that  piece  of  garden 
ground  lying  within  the  Burgh  of  Paisley,  on  the  north  side  of 
the  stone-wall  erected  by  James  Wright,  wright  in  Paisley,  in 
the  yard  behind  lus  tenement  of  land  on  the  north  side  of 
the  High  Street  of  Paisley,  together  with  the  said  stone-wall 
itself,  and  ground  upon  which  the  same  is  built,  and  hedge 
on  the  west  side  of  said  garden  ground,  bounded  the  same  by  the 
garden  ground  belonging  to  John  Shedden,  sometime  in  Paisley, 
afterwards  in  America,  on  the  east  and  west,  by  the  remainder 
of  the  said  James  Wright's  yard  above-mentioned  on  the 
south,  and  by  the  property  after  described  on  the  north  parts. 
As  also,  All  and  Whole  that  piece  of  ground,  part  of  the  subjects  lately 
belonging  to  the  said  John  Shedden,  and  purchased  by  Agnes 
Shedden  from  Hugh  Thomson,  merchant  in  Paisley,  and  which  piece 
of  garden  ground  is  bounded  as  follows,  viz.  : — By  the  property  last 
described  on  the  east,  by  the  property  first  described  on  the  west  and 
north,  and  by  the  property  of  the  said  Agnes  Shedden,  being  the 
remaining  part  of  tiie  subjects  which  she  ptux)hased  from  the  said 
Hugh  Thomson  on  the  south  parts,  and  which  piece  of  ground  com- 
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mences  at  the  northern  extremity  of  her  yard,  and  nma  southward 
the  whole  breadth,  as  fiir  as  James  Wright's  dyke  ;  the  sontheni 
boundary  to  run  in  a  straight  line  with  James  Wright's  dyke  from 
the  north-west  comer  of  that  dyke  westward  until  it  joins  a  dyke 
bounding  other  property  above  described.    As  also.  All  and  Haill 
that  bam  and  small  angle  of  ground  or  bam  at  the  back  thereof, 
being  part  of  the  lands  of  Caversbank,  bounded  by  subjects  abo?e 
described  on  the  east,  the  area  belonging  to  the  Town  of  P^uslej 
on  the  south,  the  houses  belonging  to  [blank]   on  the  west,  and 
the  road  leading  to  Oakahaw  on  the  north  parts,  all  lying  within  the 
Burgh  of  Paisley,  parish  thereof,  and  shire  of  Renfrew ;  together 
with  all  right,  title,  and  interest  which  I  have  or  can  pretend  to  said 
piece  of  ground  now  and  in  all  time  coming ;   but  declaring  always, 
as  it  is  hereby  expressly  provided  and  declared,  that  the  said  piece  of 
ground  above  disponed  shall  be  used  and  maintained  by  the  Provost, 
Bailies,  Treasurer,  and  Councillors  of  the  Burgh  of  Paisley,  and  their 
successors  in  office,  for  such  lawful  purposes  as  may  be  necessary  in 
connection  with  the  said  Grammar  School  and  Academy,  and  with 
and  under  the  whole  liens,  burdens,  conditions,  provisions,  and 
declarations,  contained  in  the  titles  to  said  School  and  Academy,  and 
particularly  in  a  disposition  by  James  Reid,  Teacher  in  Paisley,  in 
favour  of  the  P^rovost,  Bailies,  Treasurer,  and  Councillors  of  Paisley, 
dated  thirteenth  May  and  twelfth  June,  eighteen  hundred  and  sixty- 
three,  and  recorded  in  the  Particular  Register  of  Sasines,  at  Glasgow, 
the  twenty-fourth  July,  same  year  ;  and  the  said  piece  of  ground  is 
further  disponed  with,  and  under  the  express  burden  of  payment  to 
the  superiors  of  the  feu-duty  of  one  shilling  sterling,  exigible  from 
the  whole  ground  situated  in  Oakshaw  Street,  belonging  to  me ;  and 
my  said  disponees  shall  be  bound  to  free  and  relieve  me,  my  heirs 
and  successors,  and  my  adjoining  ground  of  said  feu-duty,  in  all 
time  coming,  with  entry  at  the  date  hereof.    To  be  holden  said  lands 
and  others  amevdde  me.     And  I  resign  the  said  lands  and  others 
for  new  inf eftment  or  investiture,  but  always  with  and  imder  the 
burdens,  conditions,  provisions,  and  declarations  above  specified. 
And  I  assign  the  writs  and  I  assign  the  rents  from  and  after  the 
terms  of  Candlemas,  eighteen  hundred  and  seventy-one,  reserving 
to  me  and  my  foresaids  the  rents  to  become  due  at  that  date.    And 
I  bind  myself  and  my  foresaids  to  free  and  relieve  my  said  disponees 
and  their  foresaids  of  all  feu-duties  and  public  burdens.     And  I 
grant  warrandice  from  fact  and  deed,  and  I  consent  to  registration 
hereof  for  preservation.     In  witness  whereof,  these  presents  writtoi 
on  this  and  the  two  preceding  pages  of  stamped  paper  by  Jamea 
Hamilton  Dunn,  Writer  in  Paisley,  are  subscribed  by  me,  at  Paisley, 
the  thirteenth  day  of  July,  eighteen  hundred  and  seventy,  before 
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these  witnesses^  the  said  James  Hamilton  Dunn,  and  John  Oalbraith, 
his  clerk. 

(Signed.)  JOHN  JACK. 

Jas.  H.  Dunn,  Witness. 
John  Galbraith,  Witness. 

During  this  month  of  April,  the  Directors  had  some 
communication  with  Mr.  Baynham,  Teacher  of  Elocution 
in  Glasgow,  with  the  view  of  his  undertaking  to  teach  an 
Elocution  Class  in  the  Academy.  Hitherto,  a  series  of 
elocution  lessons  had  been  given  each  session  by  Mr. 
Donaldson  at  extra  hours ;  but  the  Directors  were  anxious 
to  secure  the  services  of  a  professional  gentleman  who  would 
teach  elocution  regularly,  and  make  it  a  branch  of 
education  in  the  Academy,  The  arrangements  made  with 
Mr.  Baynham  were  that  he  should  open  a  class,  and  charge 
5s.  per  quarter  for  one  lesson  weekly. 

Mr.  Baynham  was  bom  in  London  on  18th  March,  1832. 
He  was  educated  at  a  high-class  school  at  HoUoway,  and 
was  at  first  intended  for  the  profession  of  Law.  At  twenty- 
one  years  of  age,  however,  he  conceived  a  strong  liking  for 
the  stage,  which  was  fostered  by  sundry  dramatic  entertain- 
ments  given  at  a  Literary  Institute,  in  which  his  friend  Mr. 
J.  L.  Toole,  then  an  amateur,  rendered  assistance.  Li  1853, 
he  joined  the  theatrical  profession,  and  appeared  with  success 
at  the  Haymarket  Theatre,  London.  Shortly  after  1856,  he 
came  to  Glasgow  Theatre,  and  was  appointed  stage  manager. 
A  desire  for  the  Ministry,  which  had  long  smouldered,  took 
possession  of  him ;  and,  leaving  the  dramatic  profession,  he 
began  to  prepare  himself  for  the  Lidependent  Ministry, — 
meanwhile,  supporting  himself  by  teaching  elocution,  and 
by  lecturing.  Subsequently,  he  became  a  student  of 
Swedenborg;  and  after  a  ministry  of  two  years  to  a 
Glasgow  congregation  of  that  denomination,  accepted  a  call 
from  the  church  at  Paisley,  where  he  remained  until  March, 
1873.  Since  then,  he  has  devoted  himself  chiefly  to  Elocu- 
tion and  Literature. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


428  THE   HISTORY  OF  THE 

About  this  time,  Mr.  Glass  informed  the  Directors  that, 
in  consequence  of  the  great  increase  of  scholars  in  the 
Commercial  department,  he  required  an  assistant,  and  that 
this  involved  having  an  additional  class-room.  This,  how- 
ever, the  Directors  could  not  provide ;  but  in  order  to  meet 
the  difficulty,  they  resolved  that  there  should  be  an  additional 
number  of  desks,  and  that  the  class  time-table  for  the  next 
session  should  be  arranged  so  as  to  prevent  the  classes  being 
crowded  at  particular  periods,  and  to  have  them  better  ex- 
tended over  the  school  hours. 

The  old  scholars  who  had  been  under  Mr.  James  Seid» 
so  long  Master  of  the  Town's  English  School,  and  after- 
wards the  first  EngUsh  Master  in  the  Academy,  at  this 
time  did  a  very  meritorious  action.  To  acknowledge 
his  long  services  and  to  record  the  esteem  in  which  they 
held  him,  both  as  a  teacher  and  a  private  gentleman, 
they  raised  £124  12s.  6d.,  and  directed  the  interest  of 
it  to  be  applied  to  provide  prizes  for  the  English  Departmeit 
of  the  Grammar  School,  to  be  called  "  The  Reid  Prizes.** 

A  number  of  Mr.  Reid's  former  pupils,  along  with  some 
of  their  friends,  at  the  same  time  embraced  this  opportunity 
of  entertaining  him  at  a  public  dinner,  in  the  George  Hotel, 
on  the  6th  May,  1871.  There  was  a  large  company,  and 
Mr.  Hugh  Barclay  occupied  the  chair. 

Mr.  Barclay,  in  propoBing  Mr.  Reid's  health,  after  first  advert- 
ing  at  some  length  to  the  difficult  and  important  duties  whidi  « 
teacher  had  to  perform,  said,  their  guest ''  has  just  finished  a  long, 
a  useful,  and  an  honourable  career  as  an  English  Schoolmaster.  Of 
Mr.  Eeid's  life  practically  we  know  little,  and  with  that  perhaps  we 
have  not  much  to  do,  as  it  is  only  his  after-history  that  has  peculiar 
attractions  for  us.  Mr.  Eeid  came  to  Paisley  in  1843,  just  when 
the  religious  and  social  well-being  of  the  Paisley  people  were  being 
disturbed  by  that  sad  Disruption,  the  effects  of  which  could  not  but 
threaten  to  become  critical  to  his  future  welfare.  He  beguihis 
duties  as  a  teacher  here  with  one  scholar,  and  that  scholar,  gentle- 
men, is  with  us  to-night.  A  day  or  two  afterwards  another  pupil 
was  enrolled,  and  for  six  weeks  thereafter  his  whole  sdiool  was  com- 
posed of  two  scholars.  But  patience,  attention,  and  perseverance 
have  their  just  reward,  so,  ere  a  very  short  time  had  elapsed,  pupil 
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enrolled  after  pupil,  and  addition  followed  addition  in  such  rapid 
Buccesaion  as  to  necessitate  the  engagement  of  a  new  and  a  larger 
school ;  and  for  the  last  twenty  years  Mr.  Reid  has  been  the  fore- 
most English  Master  in  the  widely  celebrated  old  town  of  Paisley. 
Of  Mr.  Reid*s  capacity  as  a  teacher,  of  his  kindly  interest  in  his 
scholars,  of  his  genial  temper,  and  last,  though  not  least,  of  his 
thorough-going  justice,  and  entire  absence  of  favouritism,  I  will 
not,  and  need  not,  speak — they  speak  for  themselves.  I  am  sure 
we  aU  remember  him  as  if  it  had  been  but  yesterday  since  we  left 
school.  By  his  manner  of  teaching  he  made  history  attractive, 
gepgraphy  agreeable,  and  grammar  poetry.  Although,  we  must  all 
confess  in  making  these  studies  so  pleasant,  he  was  largely  indebted 
to  some  nice  large  almond  confections  that  were  wisely  bestowed  on 
those  to  whom  these  studies  actuaUy  proved  to  have  been  attractive, 
and  if  we  remember  all  these  happy  phases  of  his  earlier  life,  I  am 
snre  we  cannot  fail  to  be  familiar  with  his  shrill  whistle,  warning  us 
that  we  had  taken  the  wrong  line  of  conduct.  But,  gentlemen  and 
fellow-scholars,  Mr.  Reid  has  gained  not  only  the  estimation  of  his 
pupils,  but  he  is  respected  and  esteemed  by  aU  who  have  come  into 
contact  with  him,  in  whatever  capacity  ;  and  it  is  not  merely  out  of 
respect  to  him  as  our  teacher,  but  out  of  respect  to  him  as  a  man, 
that  we  have  invited  him  to  this  dinner,  and  now  beg  his  acceptance 
of  this  testimonial — a  testimonial  which,  we  trust,  will  serve  the  two 
fold  purpose  of  perpetuating  his  honourable  connection  with  the 
town  of  Paisley,  and  elevating  the  standard  of  the  higher  branches 
of  English  Education  there,  so  that  it  may  be  said  of  Paisley  that 
she  has  gained,  not  only  the  gold  medals  for  Latin  and  Greek  in 
the  University  of  Glasgow,  but  that  she  has  won  the  highest 
distinction  there  in  the  fields  of  Logic,  Moral  Philosophy,  and 
English  Literature.  And  in  handing  over  this  deed  of  conveyance, 
I  have  to  express  an  earnest  wish  that,  though  advanced  in  years, 
you  may  enjoy  in  a  fresh  and  green  old  age  the  happiness  and 
pleasure  of  many  presentations  to  the  successful  competitors  for 
"The  Reid  Prizes." 

The  Chairman  concluded  by  reading  the  Deed  of  Conveyance  to 
the  Magistrates,  which,  with  the  entire  approbation  and  concurrence 
of  Mr.  Reid,  handed  over  in  trust  for  behoof  of  the  Grammar 
School,  the  sum  of  £124  12s.  6d.  in  London  and  North  Western 
Railway  Preference  Stock,  the  interest  to  be  applied  to  provide  two 
prizes  called  '*  The  Reid  Prizes,'*  to  be  competed  for  by  the  scholars 
attending  the  English  Department. 

Mr.  Rbid,  in  reply,  said — ^When  I  came  into  this  room  and  found 
so  many  grave  and  reverend  signiors,  I  thought  I  must  have  made  a 
mistake.    I  was  thinking  of  the  scholars  of  twenty  or  thirty  years  ago. 
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and  I  said,  these  are  not  the  old  schokrs.  Ton  are  rather  like  a  company 
of  old  parents.  The  old  scholars,  however,  have  shown  themselves, 
in  my  opinion,  to  be  wonderfully  liberal  and  kind-hearted.  The  old 
scholars  have  raised  a  large  sum  of  money,  and  they  have  appropri- 
ated it  for  the  best  of  purposes — ^the  purchase  of  prizes  for  the 
English  department  of  the  Grammar  School  The  old  scholars  have 
done  everything  with  the  utmost  care  and  regularity  to  provide  for 
the  perpetual  application  of  the  money.  A  deed  has  been  prepared 
by  the  old  scholars  handing  the  money  over  in  trust  to  the  Town 
CounciL  This  deed  has  been  drawn  out  so  that  the  Directors  or 
Magistrates  may  not  spend  the  money  thoughtlessly.  I  have  the 
greatest  respect  for  Provost  Murray,  but  it  is  quite  right  that  the 
money  should  not  be  put  under  the  sole  control  of  any  one.  I  have  a 
notion  that  the  old  scholars,  in  putting  the  money  in  trust  into  the 
hands  of  the  Provost  and  Magbtrates,  were  afraid  of  the  Privy  Council 
on  Education,  or  doubtful  clauses  in  Education  Bills.  There  is  no 
reference  to  that  in  the  paper  in  my  hand,  but  I  surely  saw  it  in  some 
paper  that  was  submitted  to  me.  They  should  have  the  deed  regis- 
tered in  the  Court  of  Sasines,  and  let  any  one  have  extracts  when 
he  pays  for  them. "  Turning  to  Provost  Murray,  Mr.  Reid  said — "The 
old  scholars  have  thus  aUowed  me  a  great  privilege  and  gratification 
in  authorising  me  to  deliver  this  deed  into  your  hands  as  Chief 
Magistrate  of  the  town,  and  I  have  no  doubt  due  measures  will  be 
taken  to  secure  the  provisions  of  the  deed  being  carried  out.  In 
conclusion,  I  can  only  express  the  hope  that  the  Grammar  Sdiool 
will  go  on  and  prosper  in  aU  its  departments." 

The  following  is  a  copy  of  the  deed : — 

"  We,  the  Subscribers,  old  scholars  of  James  Reid,  late  master 
of  the  Town's  English  School,  Paisley,  and  of  the  Englishf J)ep&rt- 
ment  of  the  Paisley  Grammar  School  and  Academy,  and  a  oommit- 
tee  appointed  at  a  meeting  of  his  scholars  held  within  the  Council 
Chambers,  Paisley,  on  the  sixteenth  day  of  February,  eighteoi 
hundred  and  seventy  one,  considering  that  at  said  meeting  it  was 
unanimously  resolved  to  raise  a  subscription  for  the  purpose  oi 
providing  a  suitable  acknowledgement  of  Mr.  Reid's  long  services 
and  of  esteem  for  his  excellent  qualities,  both  as  a  teacher  and  in 
private  life,  and  contributions  having  been  received  from  the 
scholars  and  others  named  in  the  list  hereto  annexed  to  the  amount 
of  one  hundred  and  twenty-four  pounds  twelve  shillings  and  six- 
pence sterling,  it  was  agreed,  with  the  entire  concurrence  and 
approbation  of  Mr.  Reid,  as  the  best  and  most  appropriate 
mode  of  carrying  out  the  object  intended,  and  at  the  same 
time  as  tending  to  elevate  the  standard  and  proficiency  of  English 
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education  at  the  Grammar  School  and  Academy,  and  stimulating 
the  scholars  to  greater  diligence  in  their  studies,  that  said  sum 
should  be  invested,  and  the  interest  thereof  applied  in  providing  aunu- 
ally,  for  all  time  coming,  prizes  to  be  called  ''  The  Reid  Prizes/'  and 
competed  for  by  the  scholars  of  the  English  department  of  the 
schooL  And,  whereas,  in  order  to  provide  for  the  constitution  and 
regulation  of  said  prizes,  and  management  of  said  fund,  it  is  neces- 
sary that  these  presents  should  be  granted  in  manner  after  men- 
tioned. Therefore  we,  the  Aaid  Committee,  as  representing  the 
whole  Contributors,  do  hereby,  with  the  special  advice  and  consent 
of  the  said  James  Reid,  assign,  transfer,  and  convey  to,  and  in 
favour  of  David  Murray,  Esq.,  Provost ;  John  Fisher,  William 
Morrison,  Robert  Cochran,  and  Robert  Cowan,  Esquires,  Bailies ; 
and  William  Russell,  Esquire,  Treasurer  of  the  Burgh  of  Paisley, 
and  their  successors  in  office,  in  trust  for  the  ends,  uses,  and  pur- 
poses, and  under  the  burdens  and  conditions  after-mentioned,  all 
and  whole  the  said  sum  of  one  hundred  and  twenty-four  pounds  twelve 
shillings  and  sixpence  sterling,  as  the  same  has  now  been  invested 
in  name  of  the  said  Trustees  in  one  himdred  and  ten  pounds,  five  per 
cent,  perpetual  Preference  Stock  of  and  in  the  London  and  North- 
western Railway  Company.  But  declaring  always  that  these  presents 
are  granted  in  trust  only  for  the  ends,  uses,  and  purposes  following  : 
— ^That  is  to  say — First,  The  said  sum  of  one  hundred  and  twenty- 
four  pounds  twelve  shillings  and  sixpence  sterling  shall  be  held  and 
retained  in  all  time  coming  as  a  fund  to  provide  two  prizes  annually 
in  the  Paisley  Grammar  School  and  Academy,  which  shall  be  and 
are  hereby  designated  **  The  Reid  Prizes,"  and  it  shall  not  be  law- 
ful to,  nor  in  the  power  of  the  said  Provost  and  Magistrates,  or  their 
successors  in  office,  or  of  any  party  or  parties  in  whom  the  manage- 
ment of  the  school  or  funds  thereof  may  at  any  time  hereafter  be 
vested,  to  divert  or  apply  the  said  sum  and  interest  thereon  to  any 
use  or  purpose  whatever,  otherwise  than  in  providing  said  prizes. 
Second,  In  the  event  of  the  present  investment  being  paid-up,  or 
should  the  Trustees  see  fit  to  alter  or  vary  the  same,  they  shall 
have  power  to  do  so,  and  so  to  re-invest  the  said  sum  ;  but 
in  that  respect  their  powers  are  hereby  limited  to  investments  on 
heritable  security,  loans  to  Paisley  Water  Commissioners,  Paisley 
Gas  Annuities  or  Debenture,  Guaranteed  or  Preference  Stocks  of 
the  London  and  North- Western,  and  Glasgow  and  South- Western 
Railway  Companies,  or  as  the  said  Railways  may  hereafter  be  de- 
signated. Declaring  that  the  said  Trustees  shaU  not  be  liable  for 
the  sufficiency  of  investments,  or  for  any  other  or  farther  rate  of 
interest  than  shall  actually  be  received  by  them.  Third  ;  The 
Trustees  shall  apply  one  hiJf  of  the  annual  interest  accruing  on  the 
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said  f and,  after  deduction  of  any  nbcessary  expenses,  in  the  purchase 
and  suitable  binding  of  a  book  or  books,  the  work  of  a  Standard 
Author  in  Ancient  or  Modem  History,  Poetry,  Science,  Philosophy, 
Essays,  or  Biography,  or  other  work  to  be  approved  by  the  Trustees, 
which  shall  be  awarded  as  a  prize  to  the  boy  of  greatest  excellence 
in  the  competition,  conducted  as  aftermentioned.      And  the  other 
half  of  said  interest,  after  deduction  of  any  necessary  expenses,  shall 
be  applied  in  the  purchase  and  binding  of  a  work  of  the  description 
above  specified,  to  be  awarded  as  a  prize  to  the  girl  of  the  greatest 
excellence  in  a  competition  to  be  similarly  conducted.    Fourth  :  The 
Competition  shall  be  open  to  all  boys  and  girls  who  have  attended 
the  Senior  Division,  or  four  higher  classes  of  the  English  Depart- 
ment of  the  School  during  the  preceding  Session,  or  at  least  for 
three-fourths  thereof,  and  the  same  shall  be  conducted  as  follows: — 
The  Master  shall,  on  the  close  of  the  Session  in  each  year,  select 
from  said  classes  nine  boys  and  nine  girls  who  have  obtained  the 
highest  average  number  of  marks  for  excellence  in  the  general  work 
of  the  Classes,  as  ascertained  by  the  Master's  daily  roll-book,  and 
bestowed  according  to  the  best  of  his  judgment,  and  said  boys  and 
girls  shall  undergo  an  examination  by  giving  vrritten  answers  with- 
out any  access  whatever  to  books,  notes,  or  other  mode  of  assistance, 
to  a  series  of  papers  prepared  by  the  Master,  and  not  previously 
communicated  to  them,  embracing  questions  on  the  whole  subjects  of 
study  during  the  Session.     The  written  answers  shall  then  be  sub- 
mitted to  two  qualified  judges  agreed  upon  by  the  Trustees  in  con- 
junction with  the  Master,  and  they  shall  determine  the  boy  and  giri 
who  shall  respectively  be  entitled  to  the  prizes.     With  power  to  the 
said  judges,  in  the  event  of  their  differing  in  opinion,  to  name  a 
third  party  to  determine  the  question.    Any  boy  or  girl  having  ob- 
tained the  prize  shall  not  be  again  entitled  to  compete  for  the  same. 
Lastly  :  The  prizes  shall  be  distributed  to  the  successful  candidates 
at  the  annual  public  distribution  of  prizes  of  the  school.      And  we 
consent  to  the  registration  hereof  for  preservation :   In  witness 
whereof  these  presents  written  on  stamped  parcliment  by  Charles 
James  Stewart,  Clerk  to  James  Hamilton  Dunn,  Writer  in  Paisley^ 
are  subscribed  by  Hugh  Brown  Barclay,  Canal  Bank,  Paisley,  Ac- 
countant in  Glasgow,  Chairman  and  Secretary  of  said  Committee, 
and  Matthew  Muir,  Miller  and  Grain  Merchant,  residing  at  Green- 
hill,  Paisley,  Treasurer  thereto,  and  by  the  said  James  Hamilton 
Dunn,  Thomas  M'Arthur,  Sheriff-Clerk  Depute  of  Benfrewshire,  at 
Paisley  ;  John  Logan,  Manufacturer,  there ;  John  Greenlees,  Yam 
Merchant,  there ;  James  Hay,  Lithographer,  there ;  William  Sim 
Mackean,  Soap  Manufacturer,  there;  Frauds  Martin,  Writer,  there; 
Archibald  M'Kenzie,  Jun.,  Starch  Manufacturer,  there  ;  Alexander 
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Millar,  Brewer,  there ;  John  Albert  Eennison,  Architect,  there  ; 
Qeorge  Baird,  Accountant,  Netherhill,  there;  (George  Yallance 
Boyd,  Commission  Agent,  Oakshawhill,  there ;  Andrew  Baird, 
Netherhill,  there ;  Wm.  (Gardner,  Manufacturer,  there  ;  and  George 
Hart,  Writer,  there ;  a  majority  and  quorum  of  said  Committee, 
and  by  the  said  James  Beid,  all  within  the  (George  Hotel,  Paisley, 
the  fifth  day  of  May,  eighteen  hundred  and  seventy-one,  before 
these  witnesses,  Alexander  Greenlees,  Warehouseman,  residing  at 
Calside,  Paisley,  and  the  said  Charles  James  Stewart. 

The  Directors  fixed  the  29th  and  30th  June  for  the  annaal 
examination,  and  made  the  necessary  arrangements  for  pro- 
viding the  requisite  prizes,  and  for  the  presentation  of  them 
to  the  successful  scholars^  The  prizes  to  be  given  on 
this  occasion  by  private  gentlemen  in  addition  to  those  for- 
merly presented,  were: — Provost  Murray,  two  silver  medals 
in  the  Drawing  Department,  one  for  a  boy  and  one  for  a 
girl, — ^Bailie  Morrison,  a  prize  for  excellence  in  Geography 
and  History.  The  proceedings  at  the  examination  were 
fixed  to  be  as  on  last  occasion. 

The  Seventh  Annual  Examination  of  the  Grammar  School  took 
place  on  Thursday  and  Friday,  the  29th  and  30th  June,  1871.  The 
weather  being  fine,  the  class-rooms  were  crowded  by  the  Mends  of 
the  Institution  and  of  the  pupils.  A  large  number  of  ladies  were 
present  on  both  days,  and  the  audience  at  the  distribution  of  prizes 
in  the  High  Church,  was  of  the  most  fashionable  description. 

In  all  the  Departments,  the  examination  reflected  great  credit  on 
the  assiduity  of  the  pupils  and  the  professional  ability  of  the 
teachers.  The  examinations  were  thorough  and  searching,  and  bore 
evidence  of  the  substantial  grounding  the  pupils  had  received  in 
their  several  branches  of  study.  The  displays  that  met  the  eye  of 
writing,  map^drawing,  free-hand  drawing,  and  fancy  needle  work, 
attracted  considerable  attention,  and  in  many  cases  called  forth  the 
encomiums  they  deserved. 

The  examinations  having  been  concluded,  the  pupils  and  friends 
adjourned  to  the  High  Church  to  witness  the  distribution  of  prizes. 
A  large  audience  was  present,  filling  the  greater  portion  of  the  area 
of  the  church  and  the  front  seats  of  the  galleries.  At  a  quarter-past 
two,  Provost  Murray  took  the  chair,  supported  by  Mr.  Robert 
Brown,  of  Underwood  Park,  the  Rev.  James  Dodds,  the  Rev.  Alex- 
ander M*Intosh,  and  the  Rev.  Andrew  Elder.  Among  the  gentle- 
men present  were  Mr.  Thomas  Coats  of  Ferguslie,  Mr.  Wm.Wother- 
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spoon  of  Maxwelton,  Mr.  P.  Oomyn  Macgregor  of  Brediland, 
Mr.  Stewart  Clark^  Dr.  M'Kechnie,  Bailie  Morrison,  Bailie  Fiaher, 
Cooncillor  Watson,  Councillor  Lewis,  Rev.  James  Brown,  Rev. 
John  Crouch,  Rev.  J.  B.  Sturrock,  Rev.  John  ThomBon,  Rev. 
Andrew  Henderson,  Rev.  G.  C.  Button,  Rev.  A.  G.  Fleming,  Rev. 
J.  D.  Stewart,  Rev.  Peter  Thomson ;  Messrs.  William  Yonng, 
writer,  James  Reid,  registrar,  James  M^Murchy,  Andrew  Gibb, 
Thomas  Walker,  Captain  Ingram,  Robert  Hay,  George  Weir, 
Thomas  Graham,  Allan  Coats,  John  Cook,  and  others. 
The  Rev.  Alex.  Macintosh  having  engaged  in  prayer, 
The  Chairman  called  on  Mr.  Robert  Brown,  as  Convener  of  the 
Visiting  Committee  of  the  Academy,  to  address  the  meeting. 

Mr.  Brown  said — I  have  been  honoured  by  the  Directors  to 
bring  before  you  some  things  relating  to  this  important  seminary 
during  the  session  that  has  been  brought  to  a  dose  this  day.  It 
gives  me  again  the  greatest  pleasure  to  state  that  this  Educational 
Institution  continues  to  be  prosperous  and  thoroughly  efficient,  and 
that  everything  has  been  going  on  during  the  past  year  smoothly 
and  harmoniously.  Every  department  of  the  Academy  has  been  in 
a  most  flourishing  state,  and  there  has  been  a  greater  increase  of 
scholars  this  year  than  during  any  session  since  it  was  opened ; 
and  this  increase  applies  not  to  one  but  to  aU  the  departments. 
The  number  of  scholars  attending  the  English  rlaasoHj  nnder 
Mr.  Donaldson,  was  last  year  280,  and  this  year  about  330, 
— an  increase  of  50  scholars.  There  has  also  been  a  considerable 
increase  in  the  number  of  pupils  attending  the  Classical  Depart- 
ment, under  Dr.  Brunton ;  and  in  the  Modem  Language  Glasses, 
under  Mr.  Meyer;  and  in  the  Drawing,  under  Mr.  Kirkwood. 
Last  year,  the  number  of  scholars  in  the  Commercial  Department, 
under  Mr.  Glass,  was  247  ;  but  this  year  it  has  reached  283, — being 
an  increase  of  36.  The  number  of  pupils  on  the  roll  is  upwards  ci 
350.  Mr.  Glass  has  been  suggesting  the  propriety  of  having  an 
additional  class-room  to  accommodate  the  scholars;  but  the  need 
for  this  will,  in  the  meantime,  be  avoided  by  having  their  attendance 
more  equally  distributed  over  the  day,  and  without,  at  the  same 
time,  either  interfering  with  their  convenience  or  disturbing  the 
efficiency  of  the  arrangements  in  the  other  departments.  This  is 
the  first  complete  year  of  Mr.  Cross's  class  for  Vocal  Muaic ;  and 
although  the  attendance  has  not  been  so  numerous  as  might  have  been 
expected,  considering  the  great  number  of  pufMls  in  the  instttaticm 
and  the  superiority  of  Mr.  Crosd  as  a  teacher,  yet  there  is  no  doubt 
that  by  perseverance  this  class  will,  in  a  short  time,  be  as  ^well 
attended  and  as  successful  as  any  of  them.  While  such  is  tlie 
present  prosperous  position  of  this  school,  I  hope  that  neither  tlie 
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directors  nor  the  teachers  will,  on  that  account,  allow  themselves  t^ 
become  inattentive  and  careless.     On  the  contrary,  one  and  all 
should  feel  that  a  greater  responsibility  has  thereby  been  thrown 
upon  them,  and  should  therefore  exert  themselves  more  and  more  to 
maintrfiin  the  high  character  of  this  seminary.    During  the  past  year, 
another  branch  of  education  has  been  added  to  those  already  taught 
in  this  Academy.     Mr.  Donaldson,  among  his  other  duties,  has 
hitherto  given  some  lessons  in  Elocution  to  a  few  of  the  scholars  in 
his  classes,  and  many  of  them  you  will  remember  acquitted  themselves 
well  at  the  different  annual  examinations.    At  the  beginning,  how- 
ever, of  the  last  quarter,  the  directors  arranged  with  Mr.  Baynham 
to  commence  classes  for  Elocution  alone ;  and  his  success  in  this 
short  period  has  been  very  great  indeed.     The  number  of  scholars 
who  have  come  forward  has  been  upwards  of  thirty  ;  and  while 
admitting  that  for  a  beginning  it  is  most  encouraging,  yet  there  is 
every  reason  why  they  should  far  exceed  that  during  the  course  of 
the  next  session.    Mr.  Baynham  is  a  first-class  teacher  of  Elocution, 
and  deservedly  successful ;  and  I  hope  parents  will  avail  themselves 
of  the  good  opportunity  thus  offered  to  them  of  having  their  children 
taught  this  useful  branch  of  education, — enabling  them  to  express 
themselves  properly,    whether  in  reading  or  speaking. — It  is  an 
unusual  circumstance, — or  rather  I  should  say  a  solitary  one, — for 
this  educational  institution  to  receive  a  gift ;  but  such  has  actually 
been  the  case  within  these  few  months.   JF'or  this,  we  are  indebted 
to  Mr.  John  Jack,  a  venerable  townsman,  the  proprietor  of  the 
ground  to  the  east  of  the  Academy,  who  has,  in  the  most  generous 
and  spontaneous  manner,  conveyed  to  the  Town  Council,  for  behoof 
of  this  institution,  two  hundred  square  yards  of  ground,  extend- 
ing  from    Oakshaw    to ,  the    Middle    Church    along    the    eastern 
boundary  of  the  Academy.     This  noble  gift  is  most  acceptable, 
and  is  the  first  step  towards  the  acquiring  of   additional  play- 
ground  for   the    pupils.      In    connection    with    the    subject    of 
donations,   I   have   also   much  pleasure  in   referring   to   another 
gift  that  has  been  presented  to  purchase  prizes  to  be  competed  for 
by  the    pupils   in    the    English  Department.      The   old    scholars 
formerly  connected  with  Mr.  Beid's  classes  have  collected  and  in- 
vested the  sum  of  £124  12s.  6d.,  and  the  interest  arising  therefrom, 
amounting  annually  to  £5  10s.,  is  to  be  applied  to  the  purchase  of 
two  prizes — the  one  to  be  given  to  a  girl  and  the  other  to  a  boy. 
They  are  to  be  called   **The  Beid  Prizes,"  and  are  founded  in 
acknowledgment  of  Mr.  Beid*s  long  services  and  excellent  qualities, 
both  as  a  teacher  and  in  private  life.     This  is  a  well-merited  tribute 
to  Mr.  Beid,  who  for  many  years  was  the  energetic  and  successful 
Teacher  in  the  Town's  English  School,  before  it  was  combined  with 
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the  Academy.  I  am  glad  to  see  this  gift  for  another  reason ;  it 
shows  that  Mr.  Reid's  former  pupils  are  taking  a  ¥rarm  interest  in 
the  prosperity  of  this  Academy.  In  the  printed  prospectus  of  last 
year,  giving  the  hours  of  attendance  in  the  different  classes,  with 
other  particulars  during  the  session  now  ended,  there  was  sah- 
joined  a  list  of  the  University  honours  which  the  old  scholars 
had  obtained  during  the  previous  session.  The  same  plan  will  be 
followed  this  year ;  and  although  the  students  who  have  gained 
prizes  are  not  numerous,  it  will,  however  be  seen,  when  the  syllabus 
is  issued,  that  the  prizes  obtained  are  of  more  than  ordinary  im- 
portance. Before  the  Provost,  whom  I  am  glad  to  see  in  the  chair 
on  this  interesting  occasion,  proceeds  to  the  pleasing  duty  of  pre- 
senting the  prizes  to  the  successful  competitors  in  the  different 
classes  during  the  session,  I  may  safely  state  that  this  examination, 
which  has  extended  over  yesterday  and  this  day,  has  in  every  way 
been  signally  successful,  and,  I  believe,  most  delightful  to  all  who 
witnessed  it.  I  am  boimd  abo  to  congratulate  the  teachers  and  the 
pupils  upon  the  satisfactory  termination  of  their  labours  at  this  time. 
The  numerous  exercises  and  lessons  were  gone  through  in  a  manner 
that  was  not  only  highly  creditable  to  the  pupils  but  also  honourable 
to  the  teachers  for  their  zeal  and  intelligence  in  the  arduous  and 
responsible  duties  which  they  have  to  perform.  In  every  departaieut 
the  pupils  acquitted  themselves  most  admirably,  and  I  am  sure  aU 
present  were  delighted  with  the  amount  of  religious  knowledge  which 
the  younger  pupils  possessed.  In  these  days  it  is  held  by  some 
parties  that  the  Bible  should  not  be  used  in  our  schools.  I  hope,  how- 
ever, for  the  sake  of  the  rising  generation  that  such  shall  never  be 
the  case ;  for  if  the  Bible  were  disallowed  or  shunted  into  a 
corner  there,  it  would  not  be  taught  anywhere  else  with  the 
same  successful  and  beneficial  results.  This  seminary,  I  am 
proud  to  state,  is  at  present  in  a  thoroughly  efficient  con- 
dition ;  and  the  conmiunity  have  good  reason  to  be  thank- 
ful that  they  have  such  an  excellent  Institution  amongst  them. 
It  upholds,  under  the  faithful  and  able  management  of  its  teacheis, 
all  its  former  fame  as  a  school  for  Classical  education ;  and 
pupils,  in  these  days  of  competition  in  every  walk  of  life,  and  of 
commercial  and  industrious  enterprise,  receive  what  is,  therefore,  so 
necessary,  the  best  of  education  in  English  lit^nture,  arithmetic, 
writing,  modem  languages,  mathematics,  history,  geography,  and 
other  branches  of  useful  knowledge.  It  is  not  my  province  to  give 
good  counsel  to  the  pupils,  as  that  is  very  properly  left  to  the  Rev. 
Mr.  Dodds,  who  will  afterwards  address  i^em.  This  much  I  may 
however  state  to  those  of  them  who  have  not  obtained  one  of  those 
valuable  prizes  which  will  be  awarded  to-day,  that  they  should  not 
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be  disheartened  ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  should  understand  that  they 
are  given,  not  so  much  as  a  reward  for  the  past,  as  an  example 
and  stimulus  to  the  others  to  make  greater  efforts  for  the  future, 
and  to  use  aright  the  invaluable  opportunities  for  acquiring  the 
knowledge  and  information  offered  to  them  in  this  seminary.  I  beg 
also  to  state  that  it  is  highly  gratifying  to  See  such  a  very  large 
attendance  of  parents  and  Mends  during  the  two  days  of  the  ex- 
amination, and  at  the  conclusion  of  the  proceedings  here,  when  the 
prizes  are  distributed.  The  great  and  lively  interest  thus  manifested 
on  these  occasions  is  extremely  encouraging  to  the  pupils,  and  to  all 
who  take  an  interest  in  this  seminary  of  learning,  and  shows  that 
the  labours  and  exertions  of  the  teachers  are  well  appreciated.  I 
have  only  one  word  more  and  I  am  done.  At  present,  there  is  a 
bill  before  the  Legislature  which  is  called  the  Scotch  Education  Bill, 
and  of  which  we  have  all  heard  a  great  deal.  One  of  the  pro- 
visions in  that  bill  is  that  Buigh  Schools,  such  as  this,  are  to  be 
managed,  not  by  Town  Councils  as  they  now  are,  but  by  a  Board 
of  Managers  elected  by  the  ratepayers.  If  that  measure  becomes 
the  law  of  the  land,  this,  therefore,  will  be  the  last  occasion 
of  this  kind  on  which  I  shall  have  the  pleasure  and  the  honour  of 
addressing  you.  But  under  whatever  management  this  invaluable 
educational  Institution  is,  I  fervently  and  sincerely  trust  that  it  will, 
under  Gkni's  blessing,  be  as  eminently  prosperous  and  useful  in  the 
future  as  it  has  been  in  the  past. 

Provost  MuBBAY  then  distributed  the  prizes. 

The  Bev.  Mr.  Dodds  then  said — You  have  now,  my  young  friends, 
reached  the  close  of  another  session.  Under  the  guidance  of  able 
masters,  and  by  dint  of  hard  work,  you  have  added  greatly  to  your 
stores  of  knowledge,  and  acquired  habits  that  will  prove  most  useful 
in  future  days.  Some  of  you  bear  away  visible  tokens  of  industry 
and  success,  in  which  you  and  your  friends  rejoice  ; — all  of  you,  I 
trust,  bear  away  something  more  valuable  than  any  material  prize — 
the  consciousness  of  good  work  well  done — the  knowledge  and  pre- 
paration that  will  fit  you  to  bear  your  parts  wisely  and  usefuUy  in 
the  world,  when  you  go  forth  to  make  your  way  and  your  mark  in  life. 
All  cannot  gain  prizes  in  the  schoolroom  ;  but  when  you  come,  as  I 
trust  you  may  come,  to  be  men  and  women  with  grey  hairs,  and  hearts 
filled  with  the  lessons  of  experience,  you  will  be  ready  to  testify  that 
there  is  room  in  the  world  for  all — ^that  there  are  prizes  in  the  world 
for  all  boys  and  girls,  men  and  women,  who  live  in  it  soberly, 
righteously,  and  godly.  I  am  not  going  to  preach  to  you.  I  know 
from  experience  that  short  addresses  best  please  boys, — and  grown- 
up people,  too,  on  most  occasions, — and  that,  at  a  time  like  this, 
moral  reflections  are  not  likely  to  make  much  impression ;  but  I 
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would  just  say  to  you,— See  to  it  that  you  do  not  grow  up  into  idle, 
useleas  youths  and  men,  but,  as  years  pass,  show  yourselves  busy 
learners  in  the  sdiool  of  life,  ready  to  face  difficulties ;  bold  and 
strong  to  overcome  them ;  resolved  at  aU  hasards,  in  all  ciicum- 
stances,  to  **  trust  in  Qod  and  do  the  right.'*  Some  of  you  go  forlh 
to-day  from  the  school  never  to  enter  it  again  as  scholars.  Tou  who 
do  so  have  had  great  opportunities,  as  you  sat  at  the  feet  of  masters 
second  to  none  in  the  profession.  If  you  have  prised  and  improved 
these  opportunities,  then  every  day  you  live  you  will  have  cause  for 
thankfulness  that  you  have  done  so  ;  but  if,  on  the  other  hand,  you 
have  been  idle  and  indifferent,  you  will  in  every  coming  moment  of 
thoughtfulness  bitterly  lament  your  irreparable  folly.  You  have 
now  reached  one  of  the  great  critical  epochs  of  your  lives.  One 
door  is  shut  behind  you,  another  is  opened  in  front  of  you.  Old 
friends  and  companions  will  no  longer  greefc  you,  and  new  ones  will 
take  their  place.  You  are  becoming  men,  and  must  put  away 
childish  things.  Of  this  be  sure,  that  the  beliefs  you  entertain,  the 
habits  you  indulge,  and  the  companions  you  select,  when  you  first 
start  in  a  business  or  professional  career,  will  make  or  mar  you  as 
long  as  you  live.  If  you  set  out  with  a  false  idea  of  what  constitutes 
true  manliness,  you  are  almost  certain  to  suffer  shipwreck.  If  you 
think  that  to  be  manly  a  youth  must  dress  finely  and  he  fad,  as  it  is 
called,  in  his  habits,  his  conversation,  his  amusements, — ^that  he 
must  smoke  tobacco  and  drink  beer,  that  he  must  cease  to  honour 
and  obey  his  parents,  that  he  must  do  the  least  work  possible  for  his 
employer,  and  give  up  looking  into  the  books  he  used  at  school,— 
then  there  is  little  hope  of  success  for  you ;  none  whatever,  unless 
you  give  up  this  folly.  We  often  hear  of,  too  often  meet,  young 
men  and  old  men  who  never  get  on  in  life.  They  don't  keep 
situations  when  they  get  them,  and  when  they  are  out  of  employment 
they  cannot  regain  it.  But,  in  ninety-nine  cases  out  of  a  hundred, 
these  people  have  only  themselves  to  blame.  They  are  the  men  who 
chose,  when  they  left  school,  to  live  in  their  own  way ;  who  started 
with  false  ideas  of  manliness,  and  refused  to  receive  correction. 
They  are  drones,  who  think  too  much  of  their  own  pleasures  to  be 
of  much  use  in  the  world's  hives  of  industry,  and  they  are  left  out 
in  the  cold.  There  are,  of  course,  exceptions  to  every  rule ;  but 
the  longer  we  live,  the  more  we  are  convinced  that  no  healthy  man, 
who  is  sober,  honest,  and  diligent,  need  want  employment.  Any 
youth  who  engages  in  life's  work  with  a  fixed  resolution  to  do  his 
best,  is  sure  to  rise  and  to  be  valued.  Aim  high  and  be  faithful,  and 
you  need  not  fear  the  issue.  Other  scholars  will  return  to  work 
after  the  well-earned  holiday  has  passed,  and  they,  I  trust,  will 
come  here  with  invigorated  frames  and  new  spirit,  resolved  to  gather 
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in  wisdom  from  every  class  and  every  teacher.  I  cannot  conclude 
without  congratulating  the  masters  and  the  directors  on  the 
flourishing  condition  and  the  good  work  done  in  this  Paisley 
Grammar  School  and  Academy.  Such  an  institution  as  this,  equipped 
with  such  teachers,  is  a  most  potent  influence  for  good  in  a 
community.  Here  an  education  is  imparted  to  our  children 
that  prepares  them,  as  few  are  prepared*,  for  counting-house  or 
coll^;e,  at  a  cost  very  far  helow  the  rates  charged  in  similar  schools 
in  other  towns.  From  the  veteran,  Dr.  Brunton,  our  sons  go  forth 
with  an  amoimt  of  classical  lore  and  a  command  of  the  tongues  of 
old  Greece  and  Rome  that  make  Paisley  names  illustrious  in  college 
calenders,  and  University  gold  medals  and  other  prizes,  numerous 
in  local  homes.  In  his  class-room,  it  is  refreshing  to  see  boys  and 
girls  taught  side  by  side  those  grand  old  languages  whose  study  is  the 
best  preparation  for  the  mastery  of  our  own  and  other  modem 
tongues  ;  and  if  I  had  a  voice  that  would  reach  the  ears  of  Paisley 
parents,  I  would  say — Why  not  others  ;  why  not  more.  In  the  Eng- 
lish Department  we  have  a  master  who  has  distinguished  himself 
by  his  earnest  study  of  our  mother  tongue  in  its  old  forms,  and  who 
teaches  with  enthusiasm  and  success  all  the  branches  he  undertakes  ; 
while  in  the  Commercial  and  Mathematical  Divisions,  Mr.  Glass 
not  only  shows  how  skilfully  he  can  impart  instruction  in  writing, 
arithmetic,  and  the  elements  of  algebra  and  geometry,  but  has  con- 
ducted some  of  his  pupils  far  past  the  ordinary  terminus  of  school 
training,  and  exhibited  them  engaged  in  those  higher  branches  which 
occupy  students  in  the  senior  classes  at  our  universities.  I  very 
much  question  if  there  are  many  Burgh  Schools  in  Scotland  at  which 
masters  teach  conic  sections  and  the  calculus  with  ability  and  success 
such  as  distinguish  Mr.  Glass.  My  lot,  as  a  minister,  has  been  cast 
in  several  burghs,  and  I  have  witnessed  many  burgh  school  examina- 
tions, but  never  anywhere  pupils  more  advanced  in  mathematics, 
or  more  hearty  in  their  work,  than  this.  I  shall  no  longer  detain 
you  from  entering  on  your  holidays.  May  you  all  enjoy  them ! 
May  you  aU  be  kept  safe  and  happy  and  good  by  that  loving  Father 
in  Heaven,  whose  care  is  ever  over  us,  and  may  you  all  bear  in  mind 
that  the  great  aim  of  life  ought  to  be  fidelity  to  Him  !  Hear  the 
conclusion  of  the  whole  matter — ^fear  God,  and  keep  his  command- 
ments ;  for  this  is  the  whole  duty  of  man. 

Provost  Murray  intimated  that  the  classes  would  be  re-opened 
for  the  session  1871-72  on  Friday,  September  1st,  when  the  teachers 
would  be  in  attendance  in  the  class-rooms,  to  enrol  pupils. 

Mr.  Thos.  Coats,  of  Ferguslie,  said — I  have  much  pleasure  in 
proposing  a  vote  of  thanks  to  Provost  Murray,  for  the  efficient 
manner  in  which  he  has  discharged  the  very  laborious  duties  of  pre- 
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senting  the  prizes  to  the  successful  pupils  for  proficiency  in  the  Tari- 
ous  branches  of  learning.  That  proficiency  is  certainly  creditable 
alike  to  the  teachers  and  the  pupils. 

ProYost  Murray,  in  reply,  said — ^Allow  me  to  say  that  the  task 
has  been  to  me  a  work  of  pleasure,  and  I  am  highly  pleased  al 
being  here  to-day.  The  address  by  Mr.  Brown  was  amply  confirmed 
by  the  tests  of  the  Yarious  class-rooms  during  the  last  two  daya. 
I  can  assure  you,  on  behalf  of  the  Directors,  that  it  is  with  sincere 
gratification  that  we  find  this  Academy  is  not  only  prosperous  and 
increasing  in  numbers,  but  is  efiecting  all  the  purposes  for  which 
it  was  instituted.  Mr.  Brown  has  alluded  to  the  possible  change 
which  may  take  place  in  the  management  of  this  institution.  I 
belicYe  to  all  appearances,  we  are  reaching  a  solution  of  that  edn- 
cational  question  which  has  so  long  engaged  the  attention  of  thia 
country.  WhatoYor  that  solution  may  be,  I  do  trust  that  the 
Grammar  School  and  Academy  shall  not  lose,  in  any  new  hands, 
the  high  reputation  that  has  hitherto  marked  it,  both  as  an 
Elementary  and  Grammar  School. 

The  benediction  was  then  pronounced  by  the  KeY.  Mr.  Elder, 
after  which  the  company  dispersed. 

A  new  corriculam  and  detailed  class-table,  &c^  was  pre- 
pared for  the  next  Session,  and  the  following  is  a  copy 
of  it : — 
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PAISLEY  GRAMMAR  SCHOOL  AOT)  ACADEMY, 

OVDXR  TBS  MAVAOBMBrr  OF 

THB  PSOTOST,  MAOISTBATIS,  AKD  TOWN  00X7K0IL,  AND  A  OOmOTTIB  OF 
8UB80RIB1BS  TO  THB  BRBCTION  OF  THX  AOADXICT  BT7ILDIN08. 


SESSION  1871-7S. 


BOARD  OF  DIRB0T0R8. 

DAVID  MURRAY,  Esq.,  Provost,  Chairman. 


Bailib  FISHER 
„     MORRISON. 
„     COCHRAN. 
„     COWAN. 
Treasttrer  RUSSELL. 
Messrs  DAVID  CAMPBELL. 
MATTHEW  SCOTT. 
WILLIAM  JAMIESON. 


Messrs  ROBERT  EAOLESIM. 
RICHARD  WATwSON. 
ROBERT  BROWN. 
8TEWAKT  CLARK. 
THOMAS  COATS. 
P.  COMYN  MCGREGOR 
W.  M'KECHNIE,  MD. 
WILLIAM  PHILIP& 


TISITING  OOMMITTBB. 

Mr.  ROBT.  brown,  Convener.  |  Messrs  P.  COMYN  M*GREGOR 
Bailie  FISHER  STEWART  CLARK. 

Mr.  RICHARD  WATSON.  |  Dr.  M'KECHNIK 

THE  PROVOST,  ex-officio,  a  Member  of  Committee. 
Mr.  WILLIAM  HODGE,  Secretary. 
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PROSPECTUS  FOR  SESSION  1871-2. 


TEACHERS. 


ENGLISH  DEPARTMENT. 

BBADINO,  8FKLLIN0,  GRAMMAR,  BTTMOLOOT,  COMPOSITIOlf,  BLOCCTIOIT, 
HISTOBT,   AND  OEOORAFHT. 

Head  Master— Mr.  DAVID  DONALDSON,  F.E.LS. 

A«.«f^nf._  i  Mr.  J.  C.  NIVEN. 
ABsifltants—  J  Miss  HANNINGTON. 

Teacher  of  Elocution— Mr.  BAYNHAM. 


COMMERCIAL  AND  MATHEMATICAL  DEPARTBdENT. 

WRirmO,   AEITHMBTIC,    BOOK-KEEFINO,  ALGEBRA,  GBOMETBT,  ETC. 

Head  Master— Mr.  DAVID  GLASS,  M.A.,  T.C.D. 


GRAMMAR  SCHOOL  DEPARTMENT. 

CLASSICS  AND  MODERN  LAKGUAGES. 

Rector— Dr.  WILLIAM  BRUNTON. 
Modem  Languages— Mr.  NICHOLAS  MEYER,  B.A. 


INDUSTRIAL  DEPARTMENT. 

PLAIN  AND  FANCY  WOBK,  SEWING,  KNITTING,  NETTING  AND  CBOCHET. 

Miss  HANNINGTON. 


DRAWING  AND  PAINTING. 
Mr.  KIRKWOOD. 


VOCAL  MUSIC. 
Mr.  W.  PATERSON  CROSS. 
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DETAILED  GLASS  TABLK 


Clasbbs. 

HouBa 

CouBSB  OF  Study. 

Latht. 

IstClaM. 

Ito  2 

Bmdiments,  and  Claasieal  Geogn^liy. 

2d  Class. 

2to  3 

Rudiments;  Delectos;  Dr.  Bums's  Latin 
Exercises;   S.aB.A.    Clasaical   Geo- 

3d  Class. 

9toll 

Ovid ;  Cesar ;  Dr.  Boins's  Latin  Exer- 
dsee;    History   of    Borne;    Claamcal 

4thCUss. 

9toll 

Geography. 
Sallnst;    Yii^gil;    Cicero;    Dr.    Bvms's 
Latin  Exercises;    Histoiy  of   B<Hne; 
Classical  Geography.    . 

6th  Class. 

9toll 

Virpl;  Horace;  Terence;  Livy;  Cicero; 
Tacitaff ;  Advanced  Latin  Exerdaes  in 

Prose  and  Verse;  History  of  B<mie; 

Gbkek. 

11  to  12 

Classical  Geography. 

Dictated  Exercises  in  froee  and  Versa 

Fbbnch. 

1st  Class. 

Ito  2 

Hall'«  First  French  Conrse;  Second 
French  Course. 

2d  Class. 

2to  3 

Second  French  Coarse ;  Pajol's  Completo 
French  Class  Book. 

Ekglibh. 

Initiatoiy  Class. 

lOto  1 

Junior  Class; 

IstDivisioiL 

lOto  1 

The  Sixth  Book  S.  S.  R  A.  Series; 
Maniial  of  Prononciatiaii ;  Elements 
of  "RngliaTi  Grammar. 

2d  Division. 

11  to  1 

Proffresnve  Beader  S.  S.  B.  A. ;  HSstoiy 
of  Scotland  for  Junior  CUssee  (Nelson*! 

Series) ;  Douglas's  En^^iah  Grammar; 

and  Outlines  of  Geogn^y. 

Senior  Classss. 

l8t  Class. 

11  to  1 

The  Advanced  Beader,  a  a  B.  A.  Seiiei; 
Collier's  British  Historr  ;  Word  Ex- 
positor; Douglas's  English  Grammar: 

Young  Composer. 
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DETAILED  CLASS  TABLE— CoNTiNxna). 


HOUBS. 

Course  of  Stitdt. 

English. 

2dClM8. 

9toll 

The  Advanced  Reader,  S.  S.  B.  A.  Series; 
Collier's  British  History:  "Word  Ex- 
positor; Douglas's  Engnwn  Grammar; 
Keid's    Geography.;     and    Comwell's 

Young  Composer. 

3d  Class. 

lto2 

Selections  from  English  Writers ;  British 
History ;  Chambers's  Etymology ;  Ad- 

phy. 
English  Literature,  Compoaitiony  &c. 

4tli  Class. 

lto2 

PriTate  Class   for 

3to4.90 

Advanced  English  ;   Grammar,  Composi- 

Young  Ladies. 

tion.  Geography,  and  History. 

Elocation    (Boys) 

3to4 

(liirls) 

4to5 

COMMSBCLU. 

AND 

Beginners. 

lto2 

Writing. 

if 

2to3 

Arithmetic.  —  Self  -  Interpreting  Arith- 
tic,  S.  S.  B.  A. 

Junior  Class. 

9tol0 

Writing. 

»> 

10  to  11 

Arithmetic  —  Self  -  Interpreting  Arith- 
metic, S.  S.  B.  A. ;  Smith's  Large 
Arithmetic. 

Senior  Class. 

11  to  12 

Writing. 

>i 

12tol 

Arithmetic.— Smith's  Arithmetic. 

» 

2to3 

Writing  and  Book-keeping — Commercial 
Forms,  Letters,  &c. ;  Irish  Book- 
keeping. 

Senior  Class. 

dto4 

Geometry,  Algebra,  and  Mensuration. — 
S.  S.  B.  A.  EucUd ;  Todhunter's  Alge- 

bra and  Trigonometry;  Drew's  Conic 

Sections. 
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SCALE  OF  FEES  PER  QUARTER, 

PATAilLB  IN  ADVANCE. 

ENGLISH,     -    .    -    -  Initiatory,  58;  Junior,  78.  6<L  ;  Senior,  lOH.; 

Private  Class,  lOs.  6d. ;  Elocution,  58. 
COMMERCIAL,     -    -  Writing,   58. ;   Arithmetic,    5fl.  ;   Writing  and 

Arithmetic,  78.  6d,;  Book-keeping,  78.  6d., 

Mathematics,  78.  6d.;  Private  Classes,  10a. 

6d. 
GRAMMAR  SCHOOL,  Latin,    10s.  6d. ;  Greek,   10b.  63.;   Latin  and 

Greek,  lOs.  6d.;  French,  lOs.  6<L;  German, 

108.6d. 
INDUSTRIAL,  -    -    -  One  Hour,  2s.  6d. ;  Two  Hours,  4s. 
SINGING,      -    -    -    -  Juniors,  2s.;  Seniors,  28.  6d. 
DRAWING,  ...    -  One  Hour,  7s  6d.;  Two  Hours,  10s.  6d. 
PAINTING,  ....  One  Hour,  lOs.  6d.;  Two  Hours,  ISs. 

Charge  for  Copies,  Specimen  Sheets,  Pens,  Ink,  and  Slate  Pencil  for 
Pupils  attending  Writing  and  Arithmetic,  Is.  per  Quarter. 

No  charge  to  be  Made  against  any  Pupil  attending  Arithmetic  only. 

Charge  for  General  Expenses : — For  Cleaning;,  Coals,  &a,  6d.  per 
Quarter,  for  each  Department ;  but  no  pupil  pays  for  more  than  two 
Departments. 

The  Deductions  allowed  in  the  English  Department  are  now  with- 
drawn. 

QUARTER  DAYS. 

FiROT  Quarter,  Friday,  Ist  September,  1871. 

Seoond      „  -        -        Friday,  17th  November,     „ 

Third        „  -        -        Friday,  9th  February,  1872. 

Fourth     „  -        -       Friday,  20th  April,         „ 

Each  of  these  days  is  set  apart  for  enrolling  Pupils,  and  not  as  a  holi- 
day, in  order  to  prevent  interruption  of  the  ordinary  business  of  the 
School.  Parents  are  particularly  requested  to  enter  into  this  arrangement, 
as  it  is  extremely  inconvenient  for  the  Teachers  to  attend  to  accounts 
when  engaged  in  tuition.  To  prevent  desultory  attendance.  Pupils  (irith 
certain  exceptions)  returning  after  any  Quarter  Day  are  charged  the  fall 
fee  for  that  Quarterly  Term,  as  in  many  cases  such  Pupils  give  more 
trouble  than  those  who  joined  at  the  proper  time. 

Beginners  in  Latin  and  French  can  be  enrolled  with  advantage  only 
at  the  opening  of  the  Session. 


ATTENDANCE. 
When  a  Pupil,  from  sickness,  or  other  sufficient  cause,  cannot  attend, 
an  intimation  ought  to  be  sent  to  the  Teacher  as  soon  as  possible ;  at 
latest,  when  the  Pupil  returns  to  School. 
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HONOURS 

WERE  GAINED  AT  THE  UNIVERSnY  OF  GLASGOW  AND  EDINBURGH,  AT 
THE  CLOSE  OF  SESSION  1870-71,  BY  THE  FOLLOWING  PUPILS  OF  THE 
GRAMMAR  SCHOOL  AND  ACADEMY  :— 

GLASGOW  UNIVERSITY. 

GREEK.      • 

Privats  Class.  James  R  Campbell  (1)  The  Cowan  Gold  Medal 
for  the  Blackstone  Examination  ;  (2)  Prize  for 
a  Translation  into  Greek  Prose  of  a  Passage 
from  Curtius*  History  of  Greece ;  (3)  Prize  for 
a  Translation  of  a  passage  from  Virgil  into 
Greek  Hexameters ;  (4)  Prize  for  a  Transla- 
tion into  Greek  Iambics  of  a  Passage  from 
Richard  III.  ;  (5)  Prize  for  excelling  in  the 
weekly  exercise  on  Greek  Iambic  Composi- 
tion ;  (6)  Prize  for  Voluntary  Examination  on 
subjects  read  in  the  Class  during  the  Session. 

Public  Class.  William  Yuill  King.  (1)  The  Jeffrey  Gold  Medal 
(awarded  to  the  best  Scholar) ;  (2)  Prize  for 
Translation  into  Greek  Prose;  (3)  Prize  for 
Examination  on  subjects  prepared  during  the 
Session. 

LATIN. 

Seniob  Class.     William  Yuill  King.     (1)   The  Cowan  Gold  Medal 

for  the  Blackstone  Examination. 
Junior  Class.     William  Dickie.    The  7th  Class  Prize. 

MATHIQIATIC& 

Senior  Class.     John  L.  Pinkerton.    The  11th  Prize. 

Scotch.  Law.  James  Millar.  (1)  Prize  for  Eminence  in  Examina- 
tions during  the  Session,  with  First-Class 
Honours ;  (2)  Honourable  Mention  after  Ex- 
amination before  the  Faculty  of  Procurators. 

Conveyancing.  John  Macfarlane.  (1)  Prize  for  Eminence  in  Examina- 
tion during  the  Session ;  (2)  Honourable 
Mention  after  the  Examination  before  the 
Faculty  of  Procurators. 

EDINBURGH  UNIVERSITY. 
Logic  and  Metafhysics.     William  Bartlemore  gained  Four  Prizes. 
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During  this  Session  no  changes  of  any  kind  to(^  place  in 
the  departments,  and  all  the  classes  went  on  with  their  work 
with  the  greatest  quietude  and  correctness.  The  pupils  in 
all  the  classes  had  still  farther  increased  in  numbers,  and 
everything  betokened  a  healthy  progression  and  solid  pro- 
sperity. 

In  April,  1872,  the  Directors  had  under  their  considera- 
tion the  Education  Bill  promoted  in  Parliament  by  the 
then  Lord-Advocate,  and  the  sections  particularly  rdating 
to  Burgh  High  Class  Schools,  such  as  the  Granmiar  School 
and  Academy,  and  they  approved  generally  of  them.  They 
doubted,  however,  whether  the  proposed  new  School  Boards 
would  have  the  power  to  improve,  maintain,  and  extend  this 
class  of  public  schools,  and  to  defray  the  expense  of  the  same 
out  of  the  school  fund.  The  Town  Clerk  was  desired  to 
direct  the  attention  of  Mr.  Ewing,  the  Member  for  the 
Burgh,  to  sections  33  and  61  of  that  Bill,  and  to  urge  him 
to  get  the  latter  section  amended  so  as  to  make  an  express 
provision  on  the  subject.  In  the  beginning  of  July  the 
Directors  had  this  Bill  again  brought  under  their  notice. 
After  a  correspondence  with  Mr.  Ewing  on  the  subject  was 
read  the  Directors  agreed  that  the  Grammar  School  and 
Academy  should  remain  as  placed  in  schedule  C.  of  the 
Education  Bill,  and  would  thereby,  when  the  Bill  passed,  be 
under  the  management  of  the  proposed  School  Board,  but 
leaving  it  open  to  them  to  decide  afterwards,  before  passing 
the  House  of  Lords,  whether  or  not  it  should  be  taken  out 
of  that  schedule  if  they  thought  proper  to  do  so.  It  was 
agreed  that  a  communication  should  be  sent  to  Mr.  Ewing 
to  that  effect  The  Directors  did  not  afterwards  interf^^ 
with  the  Bill,  but  allowed  the  Grammar  School  ami  Academy 
to  remain  in  schedule  C,  whereby  it  would  cease  to  be  under 
the  management  of  the  Town  Council,  and  come  under  that 
of  the  School  Board,  like  the  High  Schools  of  Edinbui^ 
Glasgow,  &c.  The  Directors,  while  of  opinion  that  there 
were  many  defects  in  the  Bill,  such  as  not  giving  the  power 
to  supplement  the  salaries  of  teachers  from  the  public  rates 
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'wben  the  school  fees  were  insufficient,  and  the  mode  of 
electing  the  Board,  believed,  however,  that  these  would  sooa 
be  remedied,  and  that  the  course  of  education  would,  at  any 
rate  in  large  towns,  likely  be  best  promoted  by  a  pubKc 
board,  whose  duty  it  would  be  to  attend  alone  to  all  the 
public  schools  in  the  town,  and  to  provide  others  as  they 
-were  found  to  be  necessary.    The  Committee  of  Subscribers 
y^lio  assisted  the  Town  Council  in  the  management  of  the 
Institution  could  not  always  do  so ;  and  the  Directors  knew 
livell  that  the  Police  and  other  duties  which  the  Town 
Oonncil  had  to  discharge  were  very  onerous  and  important, 
and  continuing  to  increase.    In  a  community  like  our  own 
there  are  many  public  duties  which  must  be  performed 
gratuitously,  and  it  is  the  bounden  duty  of  every  one  to  act 
his  part  in  some  way  or  another,  and  not  to  allow  all  the 
labour  and  responsibility  to  fall  upon  a  few  of  the  more 
willing  members.    There  is  the  Town   Council  for  the 
management  of  all  matters  relating  to  the  Government, 
Police,  and  Sanitary  condition  of  the  Town ;  a  Parochial 
Board  to  control  everything  connected  with  the  support  of  the 
poor ;  and  now  there  is  this  new  School  Board  to  attend  to 
the  very  important  subject  of  the  education  of  the  young. 
In  every  town  there  is  a  large  number  of  the  well  educated,  in- 
cluding clergymen,  lawyers,  medical  gentlemen,  and  odiers 
who  shrink  from  going  to  the  Council  Board,  but  who,  it 
was  thought,  would  be  willing  to  join  the  Education  Board, 
and  there  perform  their  part  for  the  good  of  the  communis 
of  which  they  are  members,  and  in  the  prosperity  of  which 
they  are  deeply  interested.     Town  Councils  would  thus 
be  relieved  of  the  duty  of  attending  to  the  educational  wants 
of  the  community,  and  the  services  of  a  class  of  well-educated 
gentlemen  secured,  who  would  otherwise  take  no  part  in  the 
management  of  public  affairs.     These  were  some  of  the 
views  held  by  the  Directors,  and  which  induced  them  to  act 
as  they  did  when  the  Education  Bill  was  passing  through 
Parliament. 
Near  the  close  of  the  Session  the  usual  arrangements  were 
G  3 
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made  for  the  annual  examination.  It  was  to  be  held  on  the 
27th  and  28th  June,  and  the  programme  of  proceedings  on 
these  days  was  arranged  as  in  former  years,  and  afterwards 
duly  advertised.  The  only  new  prize  ^ven  by  private 
gentlemen  was  one  by  Bailie  Cochran  for  excellence  in 
geography  and  history. 

The  Eighth  Annual  Examination  of  the  pupiLi  attendini;  the 
Paialey  Grammar  School  and  Academy  took  place  on  the  27th  and 
28th  June^  1872.  A  great  deal  of  interest  was  excited  by  the 
occasion,  and  on  both  days  the  class-rooms  were  often  inoonyeni- 
ently  crowded  by  visitors.  The  majority  of  these  were  ladies,  but 
there  was  likewise  a  good  attendance  of  gentlemen,  amongst  whom 
were  Sir  Peter  Coats,  Sheriff  Cowan,  Provost  Murray,  Bailie 
Cochran,  Bailie  Masson,  Bailie  Eaglesim,  Mr.  Brown  of  Underwood 
Park,  Mr.  Macgregor  of  Brediland,  Mr.  Stewart  Clark,  the  Rev.  Dr. 
Thomson,  the  Bev.  Dr.  Eraser,  the  Bev.  James  Dodds,  the  Ber. 
John  Martin,  the  Bev.  Bobert  Duncan,  the  Bev,  A.  Henderson, 
the  Bev.  John  Fleming,  the  Bev.  Mr.  Inglis,  Johnstone  ;  the  Bev. 
Mr.  Clark,  Barrhead ;  the  Bev.  Alexander  Macintosh,  the  Ber. 
William  M'Indoe,  the  Bev.  G.  C.  Hutton,  the  Bev.  Mr.  Sturrock, 
the  Bev.  James  Brown,  the  Bev.  A.  G.  Fleming,  the  Bev.  Mr. 
Elder,  the  Bev.  John  Crouch,  the  Bev.  Mr.  Wilson,  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Dunlop,  Mr.  James  A.  MacKean,  Mr.  James  Walker,  Mr.  Bichaid 
Watson,  Mr.  A.  Lewis,  Mr.  D.  Young,  Mr.  William  Poison,  Mr. 
James  Adam,  Mr.  T.  W.  Macalpine,  Mr.  William  Bobertaon,  Mr. 
James  M'Murchy,  Dr.  Hunter,  Mr.  William  Coats,  Mr.  A.  Coats, 
Mr.  Alex.  Begg,  Mr.  A.  Faulds,  jun.,  Mr.  John  Wilson,  Mr.  W. 
Murray,  Mr.  Bobert  Hay,  Mr.  James  Dobie,  Mr.  James  Parlane, 
Mr.  Walter  Whitehead,  Mr.  H.  Lang,  Mr.  J.  Beid,  Mr.  A.  Gibb^ 
Mr.  Boyd,  Mr.  A.  Wilson,  Mr.  Baird,  Mr.  Bobert  Cochran,  Mr. 
W.  M.  Mitchell,  Mr.  Thomas  Campbell,  Captain  Peock,  Meikle- 
nggs,  Mr.  Jack,  &c 

The  proceedings  of  these  two  days  were  exceedingly  interesting, 
and  fully  maintained  the  high  character  which  the  Luatitution  bad 
BO  long  borne. 

At  the  conclusion  of  the  examination  there  was  a  general  ad- 
journment to  the  High  Church  for  the  distribution  of  prisee. 
Provost  Murray  presided,  and  there  was  a  laige  attendance. 

The  proceedings  were  opened  with  prayer  by  the  Bev.  A.  G. 
Fleming. 

The  PaovosT  called  upon  Mr.  Bobert  Brown,  Convener  of  the 
Visiting  Committee  of  the  Directors,  to  address  the  meeting. 
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'Ml.  Brown,  after  some  remarks,  said— At  former  examinations 
I  had  the  very  great  pleasure  of  congratulating  you  upon  the 
prosperous  position  of  this  Educational  Institution ;  and  I  again 
rejoice  to  inform  you  that,  during  the  session  that  has  now  dosed, 
the  number  of  scholars  has  been  greater  than  during  any  previous 
period.  In  every  department  there  has  been  an  increase,  and  the 
total  number  of  pupils  this  year  has  all  but  reached  400,— being 
40  more  than  last  year,  and  nearly  100  more  than  the  preYious 
year.  High  as  our  hopes  and  anticipations  were  when  this 
Academy  was  opened  eight  years  ago,  even  the  most  sanguine  did 
not  expect  it  to  be  so  prosperous  within  such  a  short  period  of 
time.  I  shall  not  detain  you  by  giving  in  detail  the  number  of 
scholars  attending  the  different  classes,  but  J  may  state  that  this 
prosperity  is  not  confined  to  the  English  and  Commercial  depart- 
ments alone,  but  extends  to  the  classical  also  ;  as  an  example,  I  may 
inform  you  that  in  the  junior  Latin  class  of  this  session,  the  number 
of  scholars  enrolled  was  32,  which  is  a  greater  number  than  during 
any  year  since  Dr.  Brunton  became  Rector — and  that  embraces 
the  long  period  of  thirty  years.  I  am  justified,  I  think,  in  stating 
that  this  continued  increase  of  pupils  in  the  Grammar  School  and 
Academy,  is  a  sure  and  practical  proof  that  the  labours  and  exer- 
tions of  the  teachers  have  been  thoroughly  successful  and  appreciated. 
Looking  also  to  the  admirable  manner  in  which  the  scholars  have 
acquitted  themselves  during  the  two  days  of  the  examination,  and 
to  the  specimens  of  their  writing  and  drawing,  which  they  have  exe- 
cuted so  extremely  well,  the  teachers  have  evidently  done  their 
duty  most  efficiently  and  successfully,  and  have  shown  that  theyaro 
in  every  way  qualified  to  uphold  the  good  name  of  this  institution. 
I  am  glad  to  state  that,  during  the  past  year,  everything  in  the 
school  has  been  conducted  in  the  most  harmonious  and  correct 
manner.  Indeed,  all  has  been  moving  on  as  smoothly  and  as 
steadily  as  the  most  perfectly  regulated  machinery ;  and  no  com- 
plaints of  any  kind  have  come  to  the  Directors  from  either  the 
masters  or  the  scholars.  The  prizes  to  be  given  to-day  by  the 
Provost  to  the  scholars  are  numerous,  and  in  many  cases  they  are 
valuable.  For  these  we  are  indebted  to  the  Town  Council,  and  to 
the  many  gentlemen  who  have  so  kindly  and  generously  placed  them 
at  the  disposal  of  the  directors.  Some  persons,  I  know,  are  of 
opinion  that  the  prizes  are  too  numerous,  but  the  scholars  do  not 
think  so ;  and  I  am  satisfied  that  they  are  a  great  incentive  to  the 
scholars  in  encouraging  them  to  learn  their  lessons  well,  and  to  con- 
duct themselves  with  propriety  in  the  class-rooms  and  the  play- 
ground. There  is  one  novelty  this  year  regarding  the  prizes  to  which 
I  will  shortly  advert.    At  the  last  examination,  I  stated  that  the  old 
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■cholan  under  Mr.  Beidy  in  the  former  English  School  bef<»e  thii 
Aoademy  was  erected,  had  raised  a  fond  that  wonld  yield  £5  lOa. 
annnallyy  which  was  to  be  applied  to  the  purchase  of  two  prises— the 
one  for  a  girl  and  the  other  for  a  boy-— for  excellency  in  the  adyanced 
daases  in  the  English  language,  llie  scholars  sheeted  to  compete 
lor  these  prises  were  two  girls  and  two  boys,  taken  from  four 
different  classes — ^making  in  all  sixteen  scholars  who  had  the  hi^^iest 
number  of  marks  during  the  session.  These  schdais  had  questions 
given  to  them  in  English  Grammar,  (Geography,  and  History,  and 
were  allowed  two  hours  on  each  subject  to  prepare  written  answers. 
These  answers  from  the  scholsn,  after  being  examined  by  Mr. 
Donaldson,  were  sent  to  Dr.  Dick  of  the  Free  CSiurch  Training 
OoUege,  Glasgow,  to  dedde  who  were  the  successful  oompetiton. 
I  now  hold  in  my  hand  the  report  from  Dr.  Didc,  and  it  is  ss 
follows : — 

"  Free  Church  Training  College, 
*<  Glasgow,  20th  June,  1872. 
"I  have  read  carefully  the  papers  on  History,  Geography, 
and  Grammar,  sent  me  from  the  Paisley  Grammar  School  and 
Academy,  and  written  by  the  scholam  competing  for  the  Beid 
Prize.  They  were  sixteen  in  number,  written  by  eight  of  tiie 
boys  and  eight  of  the  girls.  Catherine  J.  Henderson  is  highest  on 
the  list  of  girls ;  Robert  Barr  on  that  of  boys.  Of  the  whole  list, 
Bobert  Barr  is  highest.  Next  to  these,  and  worthy  of  spedsl 
honourable  mention,  are  Jane  Tuill  and  Matthew  P.  Fraser.  At 
the  same  time,  I  think  it  right  to  state  that,  'taking  each  of  the 
subjects  separately,  Catherine  J.  Henderson  stands  higher  than  any 
of  the  rest  in  History  and  Geography,  while  Bobert  Barr  occupies 
the  same  position  in  Grammar.  The  pi^[>er8,  as  a  whole,  gire 
evidence  of  most  careful  teaching ;  and  it  has  affOTded  me  much 
pleasure  to  see  the  large  amount  of  attention  given  in  tiie  Grammar 
School  to  the  subjects  of  Hirtory  and  Geography.  The  most 
striking  feature  in  the  work  is  the  exactness  of  tiie  mode  of  answer- 
ing, and  the  strictness  with  which  each  writer  has  constrained  himself 
or  herself  to  answer  (rightly  or  wrongly)  only  what  was  asked.  I 
consider  this  is  a  proof  that  most  careful  attention  is  paid  in  the 
school  to  the  mental  discipline  of  the  scholars,  as  well  as  to  the 
getting  up  of  a  knowledge  of  facts.  The  last  is,  now-a-days,  too 
often  sacrificed  to  ihe  first  in  schocd-work.  I  believe  that  there  are 
few  sdiools  in  which  children  of  the  same  ages  would  have  answered 
so  well  and  passed  so  creditably,  in  all  respects,  the  test  of  audi  a 
set  of  questions  as  these  whidi  were  placed  before  the  yonthfol 
competitors  at  this  examination. 

(Signed)        A.  H.  Dick,  D.  Sc,  M.A.,  LL.B." 
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It  will  thus  be  observed  that  the  girls*  prize  has  been  awarded  to 
Catherine  J.  Henderson,  «nd  the  boys'  prize  to  Robert  Barr.  This 
report  by  the  Examiner  was  addressed  to  me  as  the  Convener  of  the 
Visiting  Committee,  and  this  is  the  first  announcement  of  its 
contents;  and  till  just  now,  they  were  unknown  even  to  Mr. 
Donaldson.  I  do  not  require  to  state  to  you  that  this  report,  by  a 
neutral  and  well-qualified  gentleman,  is  extremely  satisfactory,  and 
is  alike  honourable  to  the  competitors  and  to  Mr.  Donaldson,  the 
head  master  of  the  English  department.  It  should  be  kept  in  view, 
alao,  that  it  is  the  first  session  of  this  kind  of  competition,  and  is 
therefore  quite  new  to  the  scholars.  In  future  years,  I  have  no 
doubt  but  the  competitions  for  the  Reid  Prizes  will  more  and  more 
be  entered  into  with  the  most  lively  interest  by  the  scholars.  The 
Rev.  Mr.  Sturrock  will  afterwards  more  especially  address  the 
scholars ;  but  I  cannot  part  from  them  without  bidding  good-bye  to 
those  of  them  who  are  leaving  the  Academy  altogether.  Let  me  say 
to  them  that  they  depart  from  us  with  our  warmest  and  most  fervent 
wishes  for  their  future  success ;  and  I  hope  every  one  of  them  will, 
in  the  battle  of  life  which  they  are  about  to  undertake,  distinguish 
themselves  and  act  well  their  part.  They  have  here,  in  addition  to 
the  all-important  and  powerful  influence  of  the  kind  rule  at  home, 
been  engaged  in  the  most  important  duty  of  laying  the  foundation, 
and  preparing  the  way  of  their  future  character  and  success  in  this 
too  often  selfish  and  busy  world.  Many  of  them  likewise  should 
keep  in  view  that,  in  all  probability,  they  will  in  after  times  be  filling 
the  places  which  I,  and  those  around  me,  now  occupy.  To  the  other 
portion  of  the  scholars  who  will  return  to  the  school  again  after  the 
Tacation  is  over,  I  would  say,— enjoy  well  the  two  months  during 
which  you  will  be  relieved  from  attending  the  school  and  preparing 
your  lessons.  The  vacation  is  given  not  only  for  the  benefit  of  the 
masters  to  recruit  their  energies,  but  also  for  the  scholars  to  enable 
them  to  get  free  of  the  necessarily  dose  atmosphere  of  the  class- 
rooms and  the  mental  exertions  to  which  they  have  been  subjected 
during  the  session.  No  lessons  require  to  be  learned  during  the 
vacation,  but  aU  are  to  enjoy  themselves  wherever  they  may  be 
placed.  The  most  of  you  are  aware  that  the  Oovemment  of  the 
country  have  at  present  an  Education  Bill  before  Parliament,  and 
which,  among  other  provisions,  proposes  to  transfer  the  management 
of  this  educational  institution  to  a  Board  of  Managers  to  be  elected 
by  the  ratepayers ;  but  I  do  not  now  enter  into  the  merits  or  faults 
of  this  measure.  Should  this  Bill  become  the  law  of  the  land, — and 
there  is  some  appearance  that  such  will  be  the  case,— this  will  be,  in 
all  likelihood,  the  last  time  I  shall  come  before  you  in  my  present 
capacity.    This  Grammar  School  has  now  been  established  for  very 
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nearly  300  yean^  and  we  all  have  every  reason  to  be  proud  of  its  past 
history.  During  that  long  period  of  time,  it  has  sent  forth  many 
men  who  have  distinguished  thexnselTes  for  their  learning^  and 
knowledge,  and  prudence,  in  every  department  of  society.  Our 
Grammar  School  and  Academy  has  always  had  our  wannest 
sympathies,  and  let  us  fervently  hope  that  it  will,  under  the  pro- 
posed new  management,  be  even  still  more  successful  and  glorious 
than  in  the  times  that  are  past 

The  prizes  were  then  distributed. 

Mr.  Stureogk,  being  next  called  on,  said — ^My  young  friends, 
during  these  two  days  some  of  us  have  been  engaged  putting  before 
you  questions  which  you  were  expected  to  answer  without  any  assis- 
tance whatever  ;  but  if  I  am  to  solve  the  problem  which  has  been 
set  me  by  the  Directors  of  this  Institution,  I  must  be  largely  depen- 
dent upon  your  kindly  help.  So  difficult  indeed  is  the  taak  felt  to  be 
by  many,  that  they  are  in  the  habit  of  saying  that  a  minister's  lot  in 
Paisley  might  be  a  very  happy  one,  but  for  this,  that  he  is  expected, 
when  his  turn  comes  round,  to  keep  a  laige  audience  of  young  folks 
in  good  humour  after  aU  the  prizes  have  been  given  away,  and  when 
the  holidays  are  at  the  very  door,  anxious  to  get  in  and  claim  you  as 
their  own.  I  need  not  tell  you  that  I  am  the  victim  of  this  sad 
destiny  on  this  occasion  ;  but,  acting  in  concert,  you  and  I  must  just 
try  to  get  through  the  task  as  best  we  can.  Indeed,  with  studied 
brevity  on  my  part,  and  courteous  patience  on  yours,  we  may  reach 
such  a  solution  of  this  problem  that,  if  it  cannot  be  called  the  best 
possible  in  the  circumstances,  shall  yet  at  least  possess  some  merits 
so  that  the  kind-hearted  Directors  may  softly  whisper  to  us,  "  Try 
again."  Now,  my  one  object  in  addressing  you  will  be  to  sedL  to 
impress  you  with  a  conviction  of  the  high  advantage  you  possess  in 
attending  the  Paisley  Grammar  SchooL  To  gain  this,  I  will  give 
you  some  of  the  impressions  made  upon  me  by  the  examination  now 
closed.  Whilst  among  you,  I,  in  the  character  of  a  friendly  critic, 
have  been  taking  notes  ;  and  you  will  now  have  the  benefit  of  them, 
whatever  they  are  worth.  We  take  the  English  Department  first, 
because  there  we  are  sure  to  meet  with  all  the  pupils,  and,  besides, 
with  most  of  the  visitors.  It  is  evidently  popular,  in  the  best  sense 
of  the  term,  as  it  deserves  to  be  ;  for  whatever  you  get  at  any  school, 
you  ought  to  get  a  good  knowledge  of  your  mother-tongue.  And 
this  is  certainly  put  within  your  reach  by  attendance  on  the  classes 
conducted  by  Mr.  Donaldson  and  his  assistants — ^Miss  Hannington 
and  Mr.  Niven — who  so  worthily  second  his  efforts.  The  teacher 
here,  well-known  far  beyond  the  bounds  of  Paisley  for  the  extent 
and  thoroughness  of  his  scholarship,  has  evidently  given  himself  to 
his  work.     No  one  could  be  long  in  his  room  without  discovering 
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tliis^  that  he  was  one  who  was  a  master  in  the  art  of  teaching^  and 
who  was  determined  to  make  yon  his  debtors  by  every  lesson  that 
was  taken  up.  It  was  here,  too,  that  we  met  with  the  elocution 
<daa&  It  may  be  an  exaggeration,  but  we  used  to  hear,  with  some 
degree  of  trepidation,  that  all  the  Paisley  people  were  bom  orators  ; 
only,  without  committing  ourselves  to  that  opinion,  from  the  evidence 
put  in  to-day  we  may  safely  assert,  that  in  Mr.  Baynham  this 
Academy  possesses  one  who  will  make  the  most  of  the  native  talent 
that  comes  in  his  way.  We  will  now  step  across  the  court  to  the 
Commercial  Department,  where  we  are  sure  to  find  more  room,  but 
not  less  work.  Here  everything  is  quietly  and  efficiently  conducted. 
Some  of  the  exercises  shown  here  on  the  side-tables  evidenced  a  high 
state  of  advancement  in  mathematical  studies,  and  gave  a  good 
reason  to  hope  that  we  would  meet  with  the  same  names  years  after 
this  in  college  prize-lists.  Indeed,  if  you  are  not  quick  at  figures 
and  exact  in  reasoning,  I  am  sure  it  will  not  be  the  fault  of  your 
painstaking  and  talented  teacher,  Mr.  Glass.  We  come  now  to  the 
Classical  Department,  which  we  all  were  delighted  to  find  in  such  a 
flounshing  state,  under  the  venerable  Dr.  Brunton,  who,  more  than 
any  man  living,  has  put  his  stamp  upon  the  mind  of  Paisley.  Well 
may  he  be  had  in  honour,  for  he  is  worth  more  than  his  weight  in 
gold.  It  was  with  deep  satisfaction  we  observed  that  his  first-dass 
was  larger  than  usual ;  for  this  proved  that  parents  here  are  not 
being  carried  away  with  that  cry  for  utilitarianism  in  education  which 
has  got  to  be  popular  in  certain  circles.  We  gladly  avail  ourselves 
of  this  opportunity  of  uttering  our  strongest  protest  against  a  theory 
which  would  sacrifice  general  culture  to  what  will  bring  in  the 
readiest  return  for  money  spent  on  education,  and  under  which  we 
might  have  smarter  machines  but  smaller  men.  Scotland,  we  hope, 
will  continue  true  to  this  tradition  at  least,  that  the  language  which 
ruled  the  ancient  world,  forms  even  yet  one  of  the  best  gymnasia 
for  the  training  of  intellectual  athletes,  and  one  of  the  best  schools 
for  the  cultivation  of  true  taste.  And  we  are  sure  that,  under  Dr. 
Brunton,  however  much  Greek  and  Latin  you  may  carry  away  with 
you — and  this  may  be  much,  if  you  rightly  apply  yourself— you  will 
not  leave  without  receiving  impulses  for  good  which  will  last  you  a 
lifetime.  In  the  Department  of  modem  languages  you  did  admira- 
bly. We  were  here  treated  to  a  conversation  in  French,  which 
raised  the  comfortable  reflection  in  our  minds,  that  should  any  of 
you  wander  across  the  Channel  during  the  holidays,  you  will  not 
lose  yourselves  from  having  such  good  French  tongues  in  your  heads. 
We  also  had  recited  to  us  a  passage  from  one  of  Schiller's  plays,  by 
those  who  clearly  proved  that  they  were  capable  of  enriching  them- 
selves at  first-hand  from  the  stores  of  knowledge  to  be  found  in  the 
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grand  German  language.  Our  impression  of  Mr.  Meyer's  work  is, 
that  the  study  of  modem  languages  may  be  most  sucoeasfully  pursued 
here,  as  it  ought  to  be  in  the  midst  of  a  community  which  is  ''  cosmo- 
politan "  in  its  trade,  whatever  it  may  be  in  its  politics.  Of  ihe 
music  I  shall  only  say  this,  that  if  encores  had  been  allowed,  ibe 
visitors  would  gladly  have  had  Mr.  Cross  and  his  choir  before  them 
until  now.  In  drawing,  the  specimens  exhibited  proved  thai 
cunning  hands  and  dear  eyes  had  been  carefully  superintended  by 
Mr.  Kirkwood.  Of  the  other  articles  shown  in  the  same  room,  it  is 
not  for  me  to  speak.  Only  one  does  not  require  to  have  a  wide 
acquaintance  with  himian  life  to  know  when  ladies  are  pleased ;  and 
I  had  but  to  watch  the  faces  of  our  female  friends,  in  that  room,  to 
know  that  here  were  displayed  things  of  beauty  that  were  expected 
to  turn  out  joys  for  ever.  Having  now  given  you  our  impressions, 
we  are  entitled,  because  of  your  great  educational  advantages,  to 
expect  good  of  you  in  after  life.  If  the  knowledge  you  gain  here  be 
at  the  command  of  love  to  Gkni,  you  must  prove  blessings  whefever 
your  lot  may  be  cast  In  that  inimitable  book  for  Boys,  "Tom 
Brown's  School-Days,"  you  find  a  father  speaking  out  his  wishes 
thus  regarding  his  son's  school  career — ''If  hell  turn  out  a  brave, 
helpful,  truth-tolling  Englishman,  and  a  gentleman,  and  a  Christian, 
that  is  all  I  want."  Without  commenting  on  this,  I  will  just  say 
that  the  character  of  the  toaching  in  this  Academy  is  fitted  to  give  us 
a  noble  type  of  man  and  woman  ;  and  I  trust  that  you  will  so  live  as 
to  be  in  your  character  and  conduct  the  best  advertisement  the  old 
Bch<9ol  can  have,  and  the  best  testimonials  your  teachers  can  ever 
get.  Meanwhile,  you  seem  to  be  valuing  your  privil^es.  Tour 
appearance  during  the  examination  has  gladdened  us  a  good  deal,— 
for  some  of  us  lately  have  been  engaged  in  such  a  dreadful  battle 
about  your  education,  that  we  were  almost  beginning  to  dread  the 
sight  of  a  schoolboy.  In  your  presence,  however,  we  have  forgotten 
all  about  that  war ;  and  our  wish  is  that,  come  what  may,  we  wiD 
continue  to  have  with  us  schools  as  vigorously  conducted,  teachers 
as  highly  honoured,  and  pupils  as  hopeful  and  happy  as  have  been 
before  us  these  two  days. 

The  Chaibman  then  intimated  that  the  session  was  at  an  end,  and 
that  the  classes  would  be  resumed  on  the  2nd  of  September. 

Sir  Peteb  Coats  proposed  a  vote  of  thanks  to  Provost  Murray  f<x 
his  excellent  services  as  Chairman  during  the  proceedings. 

The  CHireMAN  shortly  acknowledged  the  compliment 

The  pronouncing  of  the  benediction  by  the  Rev.  John  Martin 
dosed  the  proceedings. 

The  Syllabus  for  the  Session  1872-3  was  sunilar  in  aD 
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respects  to  that  of  the  preceding  year,  except  that  the  follow- 
ing list  of  honours  gained  at  the  University  of  Glasgow,  by 
former  pupils  of  the  Grammar  School  was  appended  to  it: — 

HONOURS 

WBRB  GAINED  AT  THE  UNIVERSITY  OF  GLASGOW,  AT  THE  CLOSE  OF 
SESSION  1871-2,  BY  THE  FOLLOWING  PUPILS  OF  THE  GRAMMAR 
SCHOOL  AND  ACADEMY. 

Duncan  M.  Brunton.      Degree  of  M.A. 

DuNDAS  W.  PoRTEOUS.     (1)  Certificate  of  Proficiency  in  Engineer- 

ing  Science;  (2)  Prize  for  Vacation 
Exercise  in  Natural  Philosophy. 

James  Millar.  (1)  First  Prize  in   Conveyancing   Class 

(equal  with  another  student);  (2)  The 
Procurator's  Prize  for  Conveyancing. 

WiLLL^  Y.  King.  (1)  The  Cowan  Gold  Medal  for  the  Black- 

stone  Examination  in  Greek ;  (2) 
Prize  for  Translations  into  Greek 
Hexameters ;  (3)  The  Coulter  Prize 
for  Translation  from  Demosthenes; 
(4)  10th  Prize  in  Logic  Class. 

James  E.  Campbell.        (1)  3rd  Prize  in  Senior  Humanity  Class  ; 

Prize  for  Latin  Terse  Composition 
(equal  with  another  student). 

William  Dickie.  10th  Prize  in  Senior  Humanity  Class. 

Francis  Hauxwell.         5th  Prize  in  English  Literature  Class. 

Bobert  Walker.  A  Patrick  Bursary  of  £100. 

When  the  next  session  commenced,  at  the  beginning  of 
September,  1872,  the  Education  Bill  had  passed  both 
Houses  of  Parliament,  and  become  the  law  of  the  land. 
The  Directors  felt  that  they  were  now  merely  interim 
managers,  but  continued  to  do  everything  which  they  con- 
sidered would  best  promote  the  prosperity  and  usefulness  of 
the  Institution,  and  all  the  more  that  it  had  succeeded  so 
well  under  their  management. 

When  the  funds,  subscribed  for  erecting  an  Academy,  were 
all  expended,  and  more  were  required  to  complete  it,  they 
were  obtained  from  the  Union  Bank.     Mr.  Robert  Brown, 

h3 


Digitized  by 


Google 


458  THE   HISTORY   OF  THE 

the  Chairman,  and  Mr.  Thomas  Coats,  the  Treasurer  to  the 
Subscribers,  became  security  that  it  would  be  repaid. 

A  balance  of  £284  was  still  due  to  that  bank,  and  the 
Directors  resolved  that  an  effort  should  be  made  to  obtain 
sufficient  money,  by  subscription,  to  pay  it  off.  With  this 
view,  the  following  circular  was  addressed  to  several  gentle- 
men in  the  town : — 


Paisley,  10th  December,  1872. 

Sm, — ^We  take  the  liberty  of  laying  before  you  the  foUowing 
statement  in  reference  to  the  Subscription  to  the  Erection  of  the 
New  Academy  in  Oakshaw  Street,  in  connection  with  the  Grammar 
School 

Shortly  after  the  opening  of  the  Academy,  the  Committee  of 
Subscribers  were  called  upon  to  lay  a  new  Pavement,  and  they  also 
enclosed  the  Buildings  with  a  WaU  and  Iron  Bailing,  and  proTided 
additional  Desks  and  other  Furniture,  whereby  they  incurred  a  debt, 
of  which  a  balance  is  still  owing  of  £284.  The  Committee,  belieTing' 
that  a  much  larger  sum  would  require  to  be  raised  to  purchase 
additional  Playground,  have  hitherto  delayed  making  an  appeal  for 
Subscriptions  to  pay  off  this  debt ;  but  as  the  management  of  tiie 
Grammar  School  and  Academy  will  shortly  be  transferred  to  the 
Education  Board  to  be  appointed  under  the  Education  Act  recently 
passed,  they  think  it  proper  to  make  this  application  before  the 
Academy  passes  out  of  the  hands  of  the  Corporation,  having  no 
doubt  that  the  new  Board  will,  when  the  opportunity  occurs,  acquire 
additional  Playground  under  the  powers  conferred  upon  them  by 
the  Act  of  Parliament 

The  sum  required  to  pay  off  the  debt  is  inconsiderable ;  and 
looking  to  the  success  that  has  attended  the  Academy  sii^pe  it  was 
opened,  and  the  great  benefits  it  has  conferred  on  the  inhabitants, 
the  Committee  hope  this  appeal  will  be  readily  responded  to. 

In  a  few  days,  a  deputation  of  the  Subscribers  will  take  the 
liberty  of  waiting  on  you  to  solicit  a  subscription. 

We  are. 

Sib, 

Tour  obedient  Servants, 

ROBERT  BROWN,  ChMiman. 
THOMAS  COATS,  Treasurer. 
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The  amoont  was  at  once  subscribed  by  a  few  gentlemen, 
and  the  Directors  were  enabled  to  pay  off  the  debt,  and  to 
balance  the  Treasurer's  books.  They  then  prepared  a  state- 
ment of  income  and  expenditure,  which,  with  the  subscrip- 
tion list,  and  a  relative  circular,  was  printed  and  sent  to  each 
subscriber.    The  following  is  a  copy  of  this  statement : — 


PAISLEY  GRAMMAR  SCHOOL  AND  ACADEMY. 


REPORT  AND  ABSTRACT  STATEMENT 


INCOME    AND    EXPENDITURE 


CONNXCTKD  WITH  THC 


ERECTION  AND   FURNISHING 


NEW  ACADEMY  AT  THE  GRAMMAR  SCHOOL, 


OAKSHAW  STREET. 
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REPORT  BY  THE  COMMITTEE  OF  SUBSCRIBERS  TO  THE 
NEW  ACADEMY  IN  OAKSHAW  STREET. 


Your  Committee  was  appointed  on  20th  May,  1864,  to  co-operate 
with  the  Educational  Committee  of  the  Town  Council  in  the  selec- 
tion and  appointment  of  suitable  teachers,  and  in  the  management 
of  the  School  At  that  date  the  building  was  not  fully  completed, 
and  your  Committee  superintended  the  completion  thereof;  pro- 
vided the  necessary  furniture  for  the  various  departments  of  the 
new  building ;  supplemented  what  was  awanting  in  the  Grammar 
School ;  entered  into  contracts  for  enclosing  the  grounds  with  a 
parapet  wall  and  railing,  and  for  laying  a  pavement  in  front  of  ihe 
building  in  Oakshaw  Street — ^the  cost  of  which  exceeded  the  money 
received  in  subscription  and  otherwise,  to  the  extent  of  £284  14s.  4d. 

The  Joint  Committee  of  Town  Council  and  of  Subscribers,  upon 
their  appointment,  advertised  for  a  Teacher  for  the  Commercial  De- 
partment, and  for  a  male  and  female  Assistant  to  Mr.  Reid,  then 
Master  of  the  English  Department,  and  were  fortunate  in  securing 
the  services  of  Mr.  Glass  as  Master  of  the  Commercial  Department, 
and  two  well-qualified  Assistants  to  Mr.  Reid.  Dr.  Brunton  also 
appointed  an  Assistant  to  conduct  the  Modem  Languages,  and  with 
this  staff  of  Teachers  the  Institution  was  opened  on  1st  September, 
1864.  Upon  the  retirement  of  Mr.  Reid,  the  Joint  Committee  made 
selection  of  Mr.  Donaldson,  as  Head  Master  of  the  English  Depart- 
ment, whose  ability  as  a  teacher  is  well  known.  In  addition  to  the 
branches  taught  in  the  Old  Burgh  Schools,  Classes  were  opened  {<ff 
Drawing,  Vocal  Music,  and  Industrial  Work. 

Since  1864,  the  number  of  Pupils  attending  the  Academy  has  been 
more  than  doubled,  and  your  Committee,  being  strongly  impressed 
with  the  inadequacy  of  the  Playground  for  such  a  numbw  ci 
children,  intended  to  -acquire  the  only  available  ground  for  thai 
purpose  when  it  came  into  the  market  The  passing  during  last 
session  of  Parliament  of  the  Education  (Scotland)  Act,  however, 
transfers  the  management  of  the  Grammar  School  and  Academy  to 
the  School  Board  recently  erected^  with  powers  to  raise  money  for 
the  purpose  of  providing  Playground ;  and  your  Committee  have  no 
doubt  that,  when  the  opportunity  occurs,  the  Board  will  acquire  it, 
and  thus  supply  what  appears  to  be  the  only  want  in  connection  with 
the  Institution. 
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Towards  payment  of  the  above  debt,  before  the  transfer  to  the 
School  Board,  an  appeal  for  subspriptions  was  made  in  December 
last,  and  the  amount  haying  been  at  once  contributed  by  a  few 
friends  of  the  Institution,  your  Committee  were  enabled  to  bring 
their  transactions  in  connection  with  the  erection  and  furnishing  of 
the  Academy  to  a  satisfactory  dose,  and  they  now  annex  a  statement 
of  the  whole  money  received  and  expended. 

In  conclusion,  the  Committee  take  this  opportunity  of  congra- 
tulating the  subscribers  on  the  attainment  of  the  object  contem- 
plated when  it  was  agreed  to  raise  funds  to  erect  the  Academy,  and 
on  the  great  success  of  the  Institution.  Commodious  buildings 
have  been  erected  and  furnished,  efficient  masters  conduct  the 
different  classes,  which  are  now  attended  by  upwards  of  400  pupils. 
This  is  most  gratifying,  and  your  Committee  hope  and  believe  that 
the  New  School  Board,  under  the  ample  powers  conferred  on  them 
by  the  Education  Act,  will,  when  necessary,  still  further  improve 
the  facilities  for  enabling  the  inhabitants  to  secure  to  their  children 
a  high  class  education  in  the  Grammar  School  and  Academy. 
Signed, 

In  name  of  the  Committee, 

BOBEBT  BROWN,  Chairman. 

Paislby,  20th  May,  1873. 
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PAISLET  GRAMMAR  SCHOOL  AND  ACADEMY. 


ABSTRACT    STATEMENT 


INCOME   AND  EXPENDITURE 

OOHRICTID  WITH  THK 

ERECTION  AND  FURNISHING  OF  THE  NEW  ACADEMY  AT 
THE  GRAMMAR  SCHOOL,  OAKSHAW  STREET. 


INCOME. 

SUBSCMFnONS. 

Abereiombie  &  Craig,  Lady  Lane, 

£3    0    0 

Aberorombie  &  Yoill,  Forbes  Street, 

60    0    0 

Abercrombie,  Wm.,  Gilmour  Street^ 

5    5    0 

Arthur,  James,  of  Barshaw, 

50    0    0 

Baird,  John,  Netherhill,    - 

60    0    0 

Barbour,^  Wm.,  Camphii, 

5    0    0 

Barday,  John,  G^teside,    - 

15    0    0 

Barr,  Archibald,  Caoseyside, 

I    1    0 

Barrie,  Andrew,  Dumfries, 

70    0    0 

Bartlemore,  John,  Love  Street, 

10    0    0 

Bell,  Alex.  M.,  Edinburgh, 

25    0    0 

Bell,  Archd.,  Dyer, 

10   0 

Blackwood  &  Gordon,  Port-Glasgow, 

5    0    0 

Boyd,  James,  Glacier, 

5    5    0 

Brongh,  Peter,  Oskshaw  Street,    - 

10   0   0 

Buchanan,  Rer.  Wm.,  Ayr, 

2    0   0 

Brown,  John,  Thmshcraig, 

10    0   0 

Brown,  Robert,  Underwood  Park, 

100    0   0 

2    0   0 
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Caldwell,  Jamee,  Craigielea  Cottage, 

Campbell,  Arohd.,  of  Blythswood, 

Campbell,  David,  Love  Street, 

Campbell,  Thomas,  Caledonia  Street, 

Chapman,  Allan,  North  Arkleston, 

Clark,  QeoTgd  A.,  New  York, 

Clark,  James,  Camphill,     - 

Clark,  James,  Chapel  House, 

dark,  James,  Jan.,  Chapel  House, 

Clark,  John,  Cateside, 

Clark,  John,  Jan.,  Gateside, 

Clark,  John,  Jan.,  &  Co.,  Glasgow, 

Clark,  J.  &  J.,  &  Co.,  Seedhills,     • 

dark,  Robert,  Chapel  House, 

dark,  Stewart,  Oakshaw  Street, 

Coats,  J.  k  P.,  Fergoslie  Thread  Works, 

Coats,  Wm.,  &  Sons,  Broomlands, 

Coats,  Sir  Peter,  Woodside, 

Coats,  Thomas,  Ferguslie, 

Colquhoun,  Dr.  Hugh,  Glasgow, 

Craig,  Archd.,  Gateside, 

Craw,  Wm.,  Caledonia  Street, 

Cross,  Wm.,  Glasgow, 

Cunningham,  John,  Seville, 

Duncan,  Wm., 

Dunn,  J.  &  J.  H.,  Gibnour  Street, 

Eaglesim,  Robert,  High  Street, 

Ewing,  H.  E.  Crum,  M.P., 

Ferrie  &  Murray,  dyers, 

Fisher,  John,  accountant, 

Forbes,  James,  Marohfield, 

Foulds,  Wm.,  wine  and  spirit  merchant, 

Fullerton,  Alex.,  Crossflat, 

Galloway,  John,  coal  merchant,    - 

Gardner,  Alex.,  Greenhill, 

Gibson,  Wm.,  Oakshaw  Street,     - 

Gillespie,  Wm.,  New  Sneddon  Street, 

Gilmour,  D.,  Causeyside, 

Glen,  Thomas,  &  Sons,  Hawkhead  Mills, 

Graham,  Alex.,  Saucel, 

Graham,  John,  Oakshaw, 

Graham,  Mrs.  John,  Oakshaw, 

Greenlees,  Thomas,  merchant, 

Guthrie,  Robert,  Causeyside, 

Hatrick,  Wm.,  &  Son,  druggists, 

Hay,  Robert,  &  Son,  lithographers, 

Hodgart,  Matthew,  Renfrew  Koad, 
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Hodge,  Wm.,  Town  Clerk, 

45 

0    0 

Holms,  A.  C,  Sandyford, 

10 

0    0 

Holms,  Wm.,  Brabloch, 

10 

0    0 

Holms,  Wm.,  &  Brothers,  Glisgow, 

30 

0    0 

Houston,  C.  &  A., 

1 

1    0 

Honter,  Thomas,  spirit  merchant,  New  Street,    - 

5 

0    0 

Hntcheson,  James,  Glen  Lane, 

1 

]    0 

Hatton  &  M*Calman,  manufacturers, 

5 

0    0 

Jamieson,  Wm.,  d  Sons,  Saucel, 

2 

2    0 

Jef&ay,  John,  plumber, 

1 

1    0 

Johnston,  J.  k  G.,  Shuttle  Street, 

10  10    0 

Kerr,  James,  Underwood, 

25 

0    0 

Kerr,  Peter,  Gallowhill, 

50 

0    0 

Kerr,  R.  &  J.  P.,  Underwood, 

10 

0  0 

Kerr,  W.  P.,  Underwood, 

5 

0    0 

Kin^  Alex.,  draper. 

5 

0    0 

Lamberton  &  Tennant,  drapers,    - 

5 

5    0 

Lamb,  J.  J.,  Underwood  Cottage, 

38 

0    0 

6 

0    0 

Lore,  Hugh,  brassfonnder. 

1 

0    0 

Martin,  John,  W.S.,  Edinburgh, 

10 

0    0 

Masson,  Geoige,  tobacconist. 

1 

1  • 

Menzies,  Graham,  Edinbuigh, 

25 

0    0 

Millar,  Andrew,  Oskshaw, 

5 

0    0 

4 

0    0 

Millar,  James,  Adelphi  House, 

10 

0    0 

Moigan,  John,  Greenlaw, 

25 

0    0 

Morrison,  Wm.,  baker. 

5 

0    0 

Muir,  Matthew,  &  Sons,  miUers,  Glasgow, 

50 

0    0 

M'Arthur,  James,  manufacturer. 

5 

0    0 

M'Callum,  John,  Gordon's  Lane, 

1 

1    0 

MTadyen,  Finlay,  County  Place, 

3 

0    0 

M<Farlane,  Alex.,  Hunter  Street, 

1 

1    0 

MTarlan,  Daniel,  writer. 

1 

0    0 

Maofarlane,  Hugh,  Love  Street, 

25 

0    0 

M'Farlane,  Misses,  Canal  Bank, 

20 

0    0 

MTarlane,  Thos.  H.,  Canal  Bank, 

50 

0    0 

M'Ghee,  James,  pawnbroker, 

1 

1    0 

M'Gown,  John,  Savings  BanJk, 

7 

2   0 

M'Gregor,  D.,  &  Son,  merchants. 

5 

0    0 

Macgrogor,  P.  Comyn,  of  Brediland, 

35 

0    0 

Mlnnes,  John,  writer, 

10 

0    0 

M'Intyre,  Wm.,  Jun.,  bookseller, 

1 

1    0 

MaoKean,  Wm.,  New  Sneddon  Street,      - 

5 

0    0 

M'Kechnie,  John,  manufacturor, 

10 

0    0 

M'Keohnie,  John,  manufacturor. 

2 

2    0 

M'Keohnie,  Wm.,  M.D., 

10 

0    0 
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M'Kenzie,  Aiolid.,  gardener, 
M'Kinlay,  Daniel,  M.D., 
M'William,  John,  Gateaide, 
Kaim,  Andrew,  Glasgow, 
Kiool,  Walter,  manufacturer, 
Parlane,  James,  draper. 
Park,  Alex.  H.,  grocer, 
Patrick,  J.  G.,  Saucel, 
Peden,  John,  banker. 
Philips,  Wm.,  Grossflat, 
Pinkerton,  Lachlan,  tinsmith, 
Pollock,  Alex.,  Jnn.,  Rlccartsbar, 
Pollock,  A.  R.,  Greenhill, 
Poison,  John,  West  Mount, 
PolBon,  Wm.,  starch  manufacturer. 
Potter,  Benjamin  H.,  Causeyside, 
Ranken,  Jonathan,  Glasgow, 
Beid,  Wm.,  writer, 
Robertson  &  M 'Gibbon,  drapers, 
Robertson,  Thomas  F.,       - 
Robin  k  Houston,  soap  manufacturers, 
Rodger,  Gavin,  dyer, 
Russell,  Dalglish,  &  Co.,  Lonend, 
Scott,  Matthew,  manufacturer, 
Sim,  Wm.,  &  Co.,  soap  manufacturers, 
Spenoe,  John,  Storie  Street, 
Speini,  Dayid,  manufacturer, 
Speirs  k  Gibb,  ooal  merchants, 
Stevenson,  Nathaniel,  Glasgow, 
Stewart,  James,  joiner, 
Stewart,  John,  Falside, 
Stewart,  Sir  M.  R.  Shaw,  Bart, 
Swan,  James,  Wattiston, 
Symington,  John  M.,  Oakshaw, 
Thomson,  H.  H.,  Saucel  Brewery, 
Thomson,  John,  stationer. 
Walker,  Drybrough,  &  Co.,  Arkleston, 
Walker,  John,  Jun.,  manufacturer. 
Walker,  Robert,  manufacturer, 
Wallace,  Charles,  slater, 
Watson,  Wm.,  flesher, 
Weddell,  Alex.,  confectioner. 
Whitehead,  Joseph,  Kilnside, 
Whitehead,  Walter,  Broomlands, 
Whitehill,  M.,  &  Co.,  manufacturers, 
Wilson,  Hugh,  Glasgow, 
Wotherspoon,  Wm.,  Maxwelton, 
i3 
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Yoong  &  Smitli,  wood  merchants, 
Tuill  k  Campbell,  manufactnron, 

OTHEB  RECBXFTS 

Subscriptiona  raised  at  a  former  period  to  erect  an 

Academy,  per  Alex.  Carlile, 
Building  Materials  Sold, 
Price  of  Ground  Sold,  and  of  Old  School  Hooses, 


5    0 

0 

2    2 

0 

40  11 

6 

79  16  11 

524  16 

4i 

Total  Income, 

£3472  19    Zi 

EXPENDITURE. 

«w 

... 

£940    0   0 

Tradesmen's  Accounts,  viz.  :  — 

Builder,  including  excavations,  ^.,...     £1182    8    2 

Wright  Work,      

470  18    7 

SkterWork,        ...            

185    8  10 

Plumber  Work,    ... 

114    2    7 

Plaster  Work, 

37  18    7 

Ironmongery,  Gasfittings,  kc. 

52    2    6 

Smith  Work, 

79    3    4 

2122    2    7 
44    2   0 

Inspector  over  the  Buildings  while  being  erected,    ... 

Furniture,  Painting,  Upholstery,  and  Maps, 

205    9    3 

Architect's  Charges, 

123    0    0 

Interest, 

... 

1  10   4 

Advertising,  Printing,  and  Insurance, 

*•           ... 

31    9   6 

Balance  of  Cash  on  hand. 

::  I- 

5    5    7} 

Total  Expenditure, 

£3472  19    3i 

Paisley,  18th  April,  1873.— The  foregoing  Accounts  of  Thomas 
Coats,  Esq.,  Treasurer,  examined  and  compared  with  the  Vouchers^  and 
found  correct. 

ROBERT  BROWN. 

STEWART  CLARK. 

P.  COMYN  MAOGRBGOR 
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The  Directors  were  thus  in  a  position  to  hand  over  the 
buildings  to  the  School  Board  free  of  debt. 

The  teachers  had  often  expressed  a  wish  to  have  a  bell 
erected  outside  of  the  Academy  Buildings,  which  could  be 
rung  at  certain  times  to  warn  the  pupib  of  the  closing  and 
the  opening  of  the  classes.  Some  time  previous  to  this,  Mr. 
Stewart  Clark  presented  to  the  Directors  a  bell ;  and  they 
now  agreed  that  it  should  be  erected  on  the  most  con- 
venient part  of  the  buildings. 

Towards  the  end  of  the  year,  Mr.  W.  Paterson  Cross  re- 
signed his  situation  of  Music  Teacher,  and  the  Directors 
appointed  Mr.  James  Roy  Fraser  to  be  his  successor. 

Mr.  James  Reid,  whom  we  have  had  occasion  to  refer  to 
so  very  frequently  in  favourable  terms,  died  on  the  1 8th 
March,  1873,  in  tihe  80th  year  of  his  age,  much  regretted 
by  those  who  knew  him  and  admired  him  for  his  intelligence 
and  upright  independence.  After  retiring  from  the 
Academy,  in  1865,  he  continued  to  act  as  registrar  of  the 
Middle  Parish,  and  afterwards  of  the  Low  Parish  also,  till 
1870,  when,  from  failing  sight  and  health,  he  was  under  the 
necessity  of  resigning  these  situations.  When  in  the  enjoy- 
ment of  good  health,  he  took  an  active  part  in  the  manage- 
ment of  the  Philosophical  Society.  He  was  President  for 
one  year,  and  on  several  occasions  read  able  and  interesting 
essays  to  the  members.  He  was  Session  Clerk  to  the 
Middle  Parish,  and  was  an  elder  in  the  Middle  Church  from 
1843.    Mr.  Reid  was  never  married. 

Mr.  Reid  was  Secretary  to  the  Paisley  Branch  of  the 
Educational  Institute  of  Scotland  for  twenty-three  years, 
and  on  the  occasion  of  his  resigning  the  office,  he  was  on 
28th  May,  1870,  entertained  to  dinner,  in  the  George  Hotel, 
by  the  members.  There  was  a  large  attendance  of  teachers, 
many  of  them  having  come  from  a  considerable  distance  to 
do  honour  to  the  venerable  guest.  Dr.  Brunton,  Rector  of 
the  Grammar  School,  acted  as  chairman,  and  Mr.  Cooke, 
Glasgow,  President  of  the  Paisley  Branch  of  the  Institute, 
performed  the  duties  of  croupier. 
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The  OHAiBMAKy  in  proposiiig  the  toast  of  the  evening, 
Gentlemen  and  friendB,  I  am  not  in  my  own  place  at  the  head  of 
thia  table,  but  I  have  been  put  here  at  the  desire  of  the  Fresea  of 
the  Paialey  Branch  of  the  Educational  Institute,  and  I  am  not  sonj, 
but  rather  glad,  that  I  occupy  this  chair  on  the  present  occasion,  for 
I  yield  to  no  man,  not  even  to  my  friend.  Dr.  Lockhart,  in  my 
love,  esteem,  and  admiration  of  our  guest    I  have  been  acquainted 
with  Mr.  Beid  for  nearly  half  a  century.     We  were  fellow-students^ 
in  1823^  in  the  logic  dass,  under  the  celebrated  Prof  essOT  Jardine, 
the  very  last  year  of  his  professorship.    We  were,  indeed,  not  mudi 
acquainted  till  towards  the  dose  of  the  session,  but  our  acquaintance- 
ship was  exceedingly  pleasant.    About  that  time  Mr.  Beid  became 
master  of  a  Corporation  School  in  Glasgow,  where  he  renudned  for 
eighteen  years,  and  I  did  not  meet  him  again  'till  we  were  both 
placed  in  Paidey  in  1842,  when  we  met  without  recognising  each  other. 
He  was  the  first  to  find  out  his  old  friend,  and  then  our  joy  was  mutual, 
and  our  friendship  has  subsisted  unbroken  for  nearly  a  generation. 
Our  prospects  in  Paisley  were  at  the  time  anything  but  cheering. 
The  town  had  become  bankrupt — the  attendance  of  pupils  was  small 
By  a  little  hard  work  and  perseverance  the  scene  changed,  and  we 
had  soon  as  mudi  as  we  could  do.     The  confidence  of  the  pubUe 
never  left  either  of  us ;  and  when  Mr.  Beid  resigned,  after  the 
labours  among  the  young  of  Paisley  of  a  quarter  of  a  century,  his 
fame  as  a  teacher  was  in  no  way  dimmed.    And  no  wonder,  for 
he  possessed  the  true  qualifications  of  a  teacher,— hard  working 
patience,  untiring  diligence  and  skill,  the  result  of  long  and  varied 
experience.   Mr.  Beid  is,  besides,  a  scholar  and  a  gentleman.   During 
his  long  sojourn  in  Glasgow  he  embraced  every  opportunity  of  cultiva- 
ting his  mind,  enlarging  his  sphere  of  knowledge,  and  giving  of  Ms  time 
and  attention  to  the  business  of  societies  which  had  for  their  object 
the  extending  of  a  philosophical  education  to  inquirers  among  the 
general  public.    His  name  is  among  the  lists  of  many  institutioDS 
in  Glasgow.    He  was  the  friend  of  the  late  Dr.  Graluun,  Master  d 
the  Mint,  and  is  the  friend  of  Mr.  Toung,  his  assistant,  who  has,  by 
his  chemical  skill,  risen  to  great  wealth.    ButMr.  Beid  was  espedslly 
attentive  in  cultivating  the  friendship  of  his  brother  schoolmasters. 
He  was  the  life  and  soul  of  sodeties.    I  remember  the  first  business 
he  asked  me  to,  was  to  go  with  him  to  Glasgow  to  attend  a  meeting 
of  the  brethren.    I  went.    There  I  saw  him  in  his  true  sphere,  and 
was  astonished  at  the  life  he  infused  into  the  sodety, — ^the  estimatioa 
in  which  he  was  held  by  the  brethren,  old  and  young;  and  this 
estimation  was  created  and  upheld  by  the  thorough,  honest,  and 
even-down  character  whidi  he  dispkyed,  as  well  as  by  the  stream 
that  flowed  from  the  fountain  of   varied   knowledge  which  he 
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poflsessecL  This  was  years  before  the  starting  of  the  Institate,  when 
it  was  projected,  and  he  threw  himself  wholly  into  the  movement. 
The  limited  society  in  Glasgow  was  given  up  for  the  more  catholic 
association,  which  was  to  embrace  the  kingdom,  and  neither  time, 
trouble,  nor  expense,  was  spared  by  him  to  get  it  a  firm  and  sure 
footing.  He  was  appointed  by  his  brethren  Secretary  to  the  Paisley 
Branch,  which  office  he  filled  till,  he  said,  failing  sight  compelled  him 
to  resign  in  March  last  His  resignation  the  Paisley  Branch  were 
reluctantly  compelled  to  accept ;  and  in  doing  so,  and  in  appointing 
a  successor,  they  resolved  to  treat  him  as  we  do  to-day.  And  well 
we  may,  gentlemen,  for  the  Paisley  Branch,  I  have  no  hesitation  in 
saying,  owes  its  existence  to  his  attention  and  care.  The  Institute 
has  passed  through  many  trials.  It  has  met  with  the  cold  shoulder 
from  those  who  ought  to  have  stood  by  it.  It  has  met  with 
opposition  from  the  Committee  of  Council,  who  commenced,  shortly 
after  its  existence,  to  grant  certificates  with  a  money  qualification  ; 
but  by  the  consistent  and  persistent  aid  of  Mr.  Reid,  and  others  of 
similar  spirit,  it  has  continued  to  weather  the  storm,  and  will  yet  be 
a  power  pervading  with  its  influence  every  comer  of  the  kingdom. 
I  have  many  reasons  to  feel  a  glow  of  gratitude  to  Mr.  B«id.  He 
has  been  my  fast  friend ;  he  hias  educated  my  children  so  far ;  he 
has  been,  and  is,  the  firm  supporter  of  the  brotherhood,  and  the 
soul  of  the  Institute  in  this  place.  I  call  upon  you,  therefore,  to 
drink  his  health  in  a  flowing  bumper. 

Mr.  Reid  acknowledged,  with  gratitade,  the'  kindness  of 
his  brethren,  in  paying  this  mark  of  respect  to  him.  He 
referred  touchingly  to  hb  long  service  as  a  teacher,  and  his 
connection  with  the  Institute — a  connection  which  the  in- 
creasing infirmities  of  old  age  had  now  compelled  him  to 
dissolve;  and,  after  dwelling  on  various  topics  connected 
with  education,  concluded  by  thanking  the  company  for  the 
warm  welcome  they  had  given  him. 

The  election  of  the  new  School  Board,  on  the  22nd  April, 
1873,  was  the  signal  for  the  Directors,  to  bring  their  con- 
nection with  the  Grammar  School  and  Academy  to  a  speedy 
close.  On  the  17th  of  this  month,  the  Visiting  Committee 
paid  their  last  visit  to  the  different  class-rooms,  and,  on 
leaving,  took  good-bye  with  the  teachers.  On  thefoflowing 
day,  the  Directors  also  had  their  last  meeting,  and,  after 
transacting  some  routine  business,  they  "  resolved  to  record 
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their  sense  of  Mr.  Robert  Brown's  valuable  services^  not 
only  in  the  erection  of  the  Academy,  but  also  of  the  unre- 
mitting attention  he  has  devoted  to  the  interests  of  the 
Institution  as  Convener  of  the  School  Committee — an  office 
which  he  has  held  since  the  establishment  of  the  Academy.^ 
The  Directors  "  also  resolved  to  record  a  vote  of  thanks  to 
Mr.  Thomas  Coats  for  discharging  the  duties  of  Treasurer 
to  the  subscribers,  and  to  Mr.  Hodge  for  acting  as  Secretary 
to  the  Directors." 

On  the  20th  of  May  another  meeting  of  the  DirectcHS 
became  necessary,  in  consequence  of  a  request  from  the 
School  Board  to  meet  with  a  committee  of  their  number, 
regarding  the  arrangements  to  be  made  for  conducting  the 
next  annual  examination.  At  this  meeting,  Mr.  R.  L. 
Henderson,  the  convener  of  the  committee  from  the  School 
Board,  handed  a  letter  from  the  Rev.  Dr.  Fraser,  apologising 
for  his  absence,  and  expressing  his  desire  that  the  Directors 
should  conduct  the  next  examination  as  formerly,  and  intima- 
ting that  the  members  of  the  School  Board  would  be  present, 
and  that  one  of  their  number  would  deliver  an  address  at  the 
end  of  the  proceedings,  and  intimate  the  transfer  of  manage- 
ment to  the  new  Board.  The  Directors  then  stated  that  the 
pupils  had  proceeded  with  their  classes  on  the  understanding 
that  the  usual  prizes  would  be  given,  and  that  the  Directors 
would  render  the  Board  every  assistance  in  completing  the 
arrangements,  or,  if  desired,  they  were  willing  to  conduct 
the  examination  as  hitherto.  On  the  29th  of  the  same 
month,  another  meeting  was  held  to  consider  the  following 
excerpt  from  the  minutes  of  the  School  Board,  which  had 
been  sent  to  the  Directors,  viz. : — "  Resolved  that,  consider- 
ing all  the  circumstances  connected  with  the  Paisley 
Grammar  School  and  Academv,  the  Board  ask  the  Directors 
of  the  School  to  conduct  the  examination  of  the  said  school 
as  hitherto  at  the  close  of  the  present  session."  The 
Directors  unanimously  agreed  to  comply  with  this  request, 
made  the  necessary  arrangements  for  providing  prizes  as 
formerly,  and  for  conducting  and  closing  the  examination 
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which  was  fixed  to  be  held  on  the  26th  and  27th  June. 
The  prizes  given  by  private  gentlemen  were  the  same  as  last 
year,  there  being  no  new  ones. 

On  Thunday  and  Friday,  the  26th  and  27th  June,  1873,  the  Ninth 
Aimnul  Examination  of  the  pupils  in  the  Grammar  School  and 
Academy  took  place,  in  presence  of  a  large  number  of  the  parents 
and  friends  of  the  scholars.  On  both  days,  the  several  halls  were 
crowded  by  visitors.  In  the  English  and  Classical  Departments,  the 
pupils  were  searchingly  tested  as  to  their  proficiency  in  the  various 
branches  of  study.  Dr.  Brunton's  classes  were  examined  from 
Ovid,  "Virgil,  Tacitus,  Qreek  Rudiments,  and  Homer;  and  were 
tested  not  only  by  the  teacher,  but  by  Rev.  Dr.  Eraser,  Rev.  Messrs. 
Hutton,  Dodds,  Sturrock,  Glazy,  Henderson,  Fleming,  Sheriff 
Cowan,  &c,  answering  in  a  most  creditable  manner  the  questions 
put  to  them.  Much  interest  was  evinced  by  the  spectators  in  the 
examination  of  the  pupils  of  Mr.  Donaldson  and  Miss  Hannington, 
where  a  most  satisfactory  exhibition  was  made  of  the  attainments  of 
the  members  of  the  several  classes.  In  Mr.  Qlass's  room,  the  copy- 
books on  the  desks  exhibiting  the  first  and  last  writing  exercises  of 
each  pupil  for  the  session,  showed  by  contrast  the  progress  that  had 
been  made.  In  every  case  the  penmanship  was  gratifyingly  dean 
and  regular,  indicating  that  great  attention  was  paid  to  the  forma- 
tion of  the  letters.  This  was  further  shown  by  specimens  arranged 
along  the  walls.  At  interveJs  the  proficiency  of  the  scholars  in 
vocal  music  was  tested  by  their  teacher,  Mr.  J.  R.  Eraser.  In 
the  north-west  room  there  was  an  excellent  display  of  needlework 
and  fancy  knitting,  together  with  some  fine  vases  of  artificial 
flowers  in  wax,  all  the  work  of  the  pupils,  and  testifying  to  the 
power  of  Miss  Hannington  to  impart  instruction  in  these  several 
branches.  In  the  same  room  were  exhibited  specimens  of  drawing, 
of  various  degrees  of  excellence,  but  all  showing  diligence  and 
aptitude  on  the  part  of  the  pupils.  There  were  here  also  a  number 
of  excellently  executed  maps. 

At  the  close  of  the  examination,  the  visitors  and  pupils  assembled 
in  the  High  Church  adjacent,  where. the  annual  distribution  of 
prizes  was  to  take  place.  Provost  Murray  presided  ;  and  amongst 
the  gentlemen  then  present,  as  well  as  during  the  previous  pro- 
ceedings, we  noticed  Sir  Peter  Coats,  Sheriff  Cowan,  Bailie  Masson, 
Bailie  Watson,  Councillor  Clark,  Councillor  Eaglesim,  Councillor 
Lewis,  Councillor  Fisher,  Rev.  Dr.  Eraser,  Rev.  G.  C.  Hutton, 
Rev.  James  Dodds,  Rev.  James  Brown,  Rev.  R.  Dimcan,  Rev. 
A  Henderson,  Rev.  A.  Mackintosh,    Rev.  A.  G.  Fleming,   Rev. 
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John  Flemings  Rev.  John  Crouch,  Rev.  A.  Bannatyne,  Rev.  J. 
B.  Sturrock,  Rev.  Wm.  Franoe,  Rev.  John  Martin^  Rot.  James 
IngliSy  of  Johnstone  ;  Robert  Brown,  Esq. ;  Stewart  Clark,  Esq. ; 
P.  Comyn  Macgregor,  Esq. ;  James  M'Morchy,  Esq. ;  Wm.  Hodge, 
Esq.;  Wm.  Poison,  Esq.;  Wm.  Coats,  Esq.;  Allan  Coats,  Esq.; 
George  Dobie,  Esq. ;  James  Dobie,  Esq. ;  Walter  Whitehead,  Esq. ; 
Thomas  M'Robert,  Esq.;  John  Malloch,  Esq.,  &c,  Ac 

The  proceedings  were  opened  with  prayer  by  Rev.  Mr.  Boncan. 

The  Protost  intimated  that  it  had  been  arranged  by  the  Directors 
that  ex-Provost  Brown,  the  Convener  of  the  Visiting  Committee 
of  the  Qrammar  School  and  Academy,  should,  previous  to  the  dis- 
tribution of  the  prizes  and  the  other  business,  address  the  meeting. 

Mr.  Bbown  then  said, — ^Mr.  Provost,  ladies  and  gentlemen — ^The 
scholars  in  the  Ghrammar  School  and  Academy,  after  the  examina- 
tion just  now  concluded,  and  which  has  extended  over  these  two 
days,  oome  before  you  to  receive  the  prizes  which  have  been  award- 
ed to  them  for  their  diligence  and  superiority  in  the  different  dasiea 
during  the  past  session.  Looking  back  to  the  examination  that  took 
place  last  year,  the  intervening  time  appears  to  me  but  as  yesterday; 
but  I  have  no  doubt  the  session  now  ended  has  been  to  the  pupils  a 
period  of  anxiety  and  labour,  and  appeared  to  them  as  if  it  were  very 
long  in  coming  to  a  close.  Duriug  the  past  year  nothing  has  taken 
place  that  requires  to  be  specially  referred  to,  for  all  the  business  has 
gone  on  continuously,  and  with  the  usual  quietness  and  regularity. 
At  the  conclusion  of  the  first  quarter  of  the  session,  Mr.  Paterson 
Cross,  who  conducted  the  music  classes,  resigned  his  charge,  and  the 
Directors  elected  Mr.  Eraser,  of  this  town,  to  fill  his  place,  and  he  has 
been  doing  so  till  the  present  time.  Hitherto,  these  annual  exami- 
nations— ^particularly  those  since  the  Academy  was  erected — have 
been  highly  interesting  and  satisfactory,  and  I  think  I  may  safely 
venture  to  state  that  the  one  now  concluded  has  not  been  less  so. 
The  concourse  of  visitors  who  have  thronged  the  different  class- 
rooms to  witness  the  proceedings  during  these  two  days,  and  the  nu- 
merous attendance  here  just  now,  conclusively  show  the  deep  inter- 
est that  the  inhabitants  take  in  this  ancient  and  valuable  institution. 
From  what  we  have  seen  of  the  scholars  during  this  examinatiim, 
they  must  have  prosecuted  their  studies  during  the  session  most 
faithfully  and  diligently.  I  congratulate  them  on  the  progress  they 
have  made  in  their  education,  and  in  what  they  have  learned  and 
acquired ;  and  I  trust  that,  in  after  life,  they  will  reap  the  reward  <^ 
their  labours.  And  let  me  state  to  them  that,  if  the  many  educa- 
tional advantages  which  they  have  had  at  this  seminary  are  rightly 
used  by  them,  they  are  sure  to  be  successfuL  But  I  have  to  caution 
them  to  keep  in  mind  that,  had  it  not  been  for  the  constant  and  well- 


Digitized  by 


Google 


PAISLET  QRAMMAK  SCHOOL  AKD  ACADBMT.  473 

applied  efforts  of  their  able  and  punstaking  teachers,  all  their  exer- 
tions wonld  in  a  great  measure  have  been  without  value  to  them. 
We  all,  I  think,  will  therefore  admit  that  the  pupils  are  weU  entitled 
to  the  two  months  of  holidays  which  will  now  commence,  and  I  wish 
them  health  to  enjoy  them.  Many  think  that  this  vacation  in  the 
summer  is  given  alone  for  the  benefit  of  the  masters.  Kow,  this  is 
not  the  case ;  for  I  believe  that  the  pupils,  whose  mental  and  phy- 
sical powers  are  far  from  being  matured,  derive  at  least  as  much  ad- 
vantage by  this  cessation  of  labour,  and  valuable  opportunity  for 
healthful  recreation,  as  the  teachers.  On  many  previous  occasions 
of  this  kind,  I  have  taken  the  liberty  to  point  out  the  continued  suc- 
cess of  this  seminary,  and  it  again  gives  me  the  greatest  pleasure  to 
state  that  this  prosperity  has  increased  during  the  last  session,  tn 
every  one  of  the  leading  departments,  there  has  been  an  in- 
crease in  the  number  of  scholars,  and  the  whole  business  connected 
with  the  institution  is  in  such  a  flourishing  condition  as  to  make  it 
moatsatisfactory  and  cheerful  to  contemplate.  Asone  year  afteranother 
has  come  round,  this  institution  has  shown  more  and  more  its  great 
usefulness  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  and  neighbourhood,  and 
that  it  is  appreciated  by  them.  The  new  Academy  which  Was  erected 
in  connection  with  the  Grammar  School  was  opened  in  September, 
1864,  just  nine  years  ago,  and  it  is  worth  while  to  look  back  and  see 
the  increase  that  has  taken  place  in  the  number  of  pupils  during  that 
time.    The  following  statement  will  show  this : — 

1864-5.  1872. 

Pupils  in  Classical  department,  about 60         88 

Pupils  in  Modem  Language, 30         52 

Pupils  in  Writing,  Arithmetic,  Mathematics,  &c.,...  170       287 
Pupils  in  English,    160       330 

During  the  first  session,  commencing  in  1864,  the  number  of  scholars 
on  the  roll  was  under  200 ;  last  session,  there  were  upwards  of  400. 
This  great  prosperity  I  ascribe  entirely  to  the  seal  and  ability  of  the 
different  masters,  and  the  conscientious  way  in  which  they  and 
their  assistants, — ^altogether  nine  in  number, — ^have  discharged  their 
numerous  and  difficult  duties.  The  directors  took  great  pains  in 
selecting  good  masters,  and  fortunately  were  very  successful ;  and 
they  thereafter  left  the  conducting  of  the  classes  and  the  management 
of  the  school  very  much  to  the  teachers  themselves.  Instead  of  hav- 
ing one  of  the  masters  to  be  above  all  the  others,  the  directors  caused 
them  to  meet  regularly  as  a  court,  and  one  of  them  to  act  as  chairman 
for  six  months  in  rotation.  At  these  meetings  they  considered  all 
matters  relating  to  the  classes  and  the  discipline  in  the  school,  and 
their  chairman  reported  any  suggestions  which  they  had  to  make 
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to  the  directors,  and  they  in  turn  coiresponded  with  the  chairman  of 
the  teachers.  This  arrangement  worked  most  satis&ctorily  among 
the  masters,  and  also  as  between  them  and  the  directors.  In  giving 
the  statement  of  the  number  of  daiwioal  scholars  as  in  1864  and  as  at 
present,  it  will  have  been  observed  that  it  is  very  little  short  of  being 
doubled,  and  I  am  glad  to  have  it  in  my  power  to  mention  this. 
Although  reading,  writing,  arithmetic,  modem  languages,  and 
geography  may  be  said  to  be  the  most  useful  in  a  trading  and  manu- 
facturing community  such  as  this,  yet,  as  the  English  language  is 
very  much  derived  from  both  the  Greek  and  the  Latin,  a  knowledge 
of  these  is  greatly  conducive  to  a  correct  knowledge  of  it ;  and  ihete 
is  no  position  in  life  that  an  understanding  of  the  classics  will  not 
better  qualify  a  person  to  fill.  In  conducting  these,  annual 
examinations,  the  directors  have  been  greatly  indebted  to  the 
clergymen  of  the  town  for  assistance,  which,  from  their  educa- 
tion, no  other  class  of  gentlemen  is  better  qualified  to  give.  The 
two  prizes  given  by  them  for  several  years  past  to  two  pupils — a  boy 
and  a  girl — for  excellence  in  Bible  knowledge  during  the  session,  are 
much  valued,  are  exceedingly  acceptable,  and  at  the  same  time  most 
appropriate.  In  the  English  initiatory  classes  under  the  guidance 
of  Miss  Hannington,  and  also  in  the  highw  English  classes,  Bible 
teaching  and  the  Catechism  are  regularly  conducted, — and  I  trust 
they  shall  always  continue  to  be  so, — without  interfering  with  the 
religious  liberty  of  any  one.  Since  the  Academy  was  opened,  nine 
years  ago,  every  pupil  has  accepted  of  religious  instruction  without 
any  objections  whatever ;  and  at  present  there  are  only  five  pupib 
who  do  not  learn  the  Catechism,  and  three  of  these  belong  to  one 
family.  At  the  examination  last  year,  and  also  yesterday,  eveiy  one 
who  heard  Miss  Hannington  examine  the  young  pupils  under  her 
charge  on  subjects  in  the  Bible,  must  have  been  pleased  to  observe 
the  ready  and  correct  answers  that  were  given,  and  the  able  manner 
in  which  the  examinaUon  was  conducted.  The  prizes  to  be  distri- 
buted to-day  are  again  very  numerous,  and  some  of  them  valuable. 
In  addition  to  the  books  and  the  gold  medal,  there  are  also  twelve 
silver  medals.  This  is  the  second  year  of  the  Reid  prizes,  and  the 
same  course  has  been  followed  in  awarding  them  as  on  the  former 
occasion.  Each  of  the  pupils  had  a  fixed  time  of  about  one  and  a- 
half  hours  allowed  them  to  write  an  exercise  in  grammar,  history, 
and  geography,  without  any  opportunity  afterwards  to  correct  tbem, 
and  these  were  sent  to  Mr.  Morrison,  the  Rector  of  the  Free  Church 
Normal  School,  Glasgow,  to  determine  which  were  the  best.  The 
girl  to  whom  the  prize  had  been  awarded  is  Jeanie  Smith,  and  the 
boy  Charles  Macalpine.  The  letter  which  Mr.  Morrison  has  sent 
accompanying  the  report  is  very  interesting,  and  I  will  read  it  to 
you,— 
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**  Free  Church  Normal  School, 
'*  Glasgow,  19th  June,  1873. 

"R.  Brown,  Esq. 

''  Sir, — ^Having  been  requested  by  Mr.  Donaldson  to  examine  the 
Reid  Prize  examination  papers,  I  now  send  you  the  results.  I  may 
explain  that  I  fixed  on  one  hundred  as  the  number  I  would  give  for 
each  paper,  supposing  it  to  be  perfect.  The  numerical  values  in  the 
accompanying  statements  refer  to  that  standavd.  I  have  had  much 
pleasure  in  examining  these  papers.  I  adopted  a  high  standard,  and 
the  pupils,  both  boys  and  girls,  have  acquitted  themselves  remarkably 
welL  All  the  boys  save  one,  and  all  the  girls  save  two,  obtain  more 
than  fifty  per  cent,  of  a  perfect  value.  This,  I  consider  as  highly 
creditable.  But  the  mere  numerical  value  scarcely  represents  the 
actual  value  of  each  paper.  Through  the  whole  there  is  evidence  of 
careful  and  intelligent  teaching,  and  no  amount  of  mere  cramming 
would  have  produced  the  results  displayed.  I  think  the  directors 
have  good  cause  to  be  thoroughly  satisfied  with  the  work  done  in  the 
English  department  of  the  Grammar  School.  Among  the  boys,  I 
had  considerable  difficulty  in  deciding  between  "B"  and  ''A." 
After  much  deliberation,  I  decided  in  favour  of  **B,"  but  only  by  a 
few  marks.  I  had  not  the  same  difficulty  with  the  girls.  ' '  A  "  stands 
easily  at  the  head ;  indeed,  she  stands  first  of  all,  for  the  standard 
was  the  same  in  the  case  both  of  'boys  and  girls.  I  have  sent  the 
papers  by  this  post. — T  am,  yours  very  truly,       "T.  Morrison.  " 

Mr.  Morrison,  you  will  observe,  states  that  he  had  great  difficulty  in 
deciding  which  of  the  exercises  marked  ''  A  "  or  ''  B  "  is  best,  and 
although  he  gave  the  preference  to  "B"  yet  it  should  be  known  that 
the  other  boy  represented  by  ''A*'  is  James  Begg.  The  remarks 
made  by  Mr.  Morrison  are  very  favourable,  and  must  be  extremely 
gratifying  to  Mr.  Donaldson  and  the  competing  pupils,  as  well  as  to 
the  directors ;  for  from  Mr.  Morrison's  abilities  and  experience,  there 
is  no  one  better  qualified  to  judge  of  exercises  of  this  kind.  I  am 
glad  to  see  our  worthy  Provost  presiding  here  to-day,  and  to  distri- 
bute all  these  numerous  prizes.  Among  the  many  varied  and  re- 
sponsible duties  he  has  to  discharge  in  connection  with  the  important 
position  which  he  fills  in  this  community,  I  am  sure  there  is  none 
which  gives  him  greater  pleasure  to  perform  than  the  one  in  which 
he  is  now  engaged.  When  I  had  the  honour  of  filling  the  same 
exalted  official  position,  these  were  my  own  feelings.  These  prizes, 
let  me  state,  have  been  adjudged,  as  they  have  always  been,  with  the 
utmost  impartiality,  and  those  who  receive  them  must  take  care  not 
to  indulge  in  any  supposed  superiority  over  their  unsuccessful  com- 
petitors.    And  I  must  caution  those  who  have  not  got  any  prizes 
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that  they  aie  not  for  a  moment  to  sappose  they  have  •offered  any 
injnstioe,  and  therefore  regard  those  who  have  reoeiyed  priaes  with 
any  ill-will ;  and  they  musty  above  all,  avoid  being  disappointed ;  they 
ought  rather  to  be  more  imbued  with  the  noble  spirit  of  peneveranoey 
which  never  in  the  long  run  fails  to  be  suooessfuL  The  giving  of 
prizes  to  pupils  in  such  an  assembly  as  this  I  most  heartily  aj^iiove 
of,  because  they  are  in  many  ways  most  beneficial.  Besides  being 
appreciated  by  the  pupils,  they  encourage  the  masters  in  their  many 
laborious  and  frequently  discouraging  labours ;  and  they  also  cause 
the  parents  to  take  a  more  lively  interest  in  the  [nnogresB  that  tiieir 
children  are  making.  It  should  also  be  kept  in  view  that,  while  all 
the  pupils  in  a  dass  are  striving  for  a  prize,  it  is  very  often  the  ease 
that  the  defeated  competitors  derive  at  least  as  much  advantage  as 
those  who  are  successful ;  for  the  prize-takers  may,  through  some 
particular  and  natural  gifts,  be  the  first  by  almost  no  trouble.  The 
examination  and  meeting  to  distribute  these  prizes  are  at  this  time 
more  than  usually  interesting.  At  our  last  meeting  in  this  place, 
I  referred  to  the  Education  Bill,  then  under  the  consideration  of  the 
Legislature.  Since  then  that  Bill  has  became  the  law  of  the  land, 
and  we,  the  Directors,  are  here  only  to  dose  the  work  of  the  sessicmat 
the  request  of  the  School  Board.  This  is  an  ancient  educational  in- 
stitution. In  1576,  King  James  YI.  granted  a  charter  to  the  Town 
Council  for  establishing  and  endowing  it ;  and  in  1586,  ten  j&en 
afterwards,  the  first  school  building  was  erected.  From  time  to  time 
since  then,  the  Town  Council,  with  the  utmost  desire  to  give  every 
facility  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  Burgh  to  obtain  a  good  education 
for  their  children,  have  erected  new  buildings  as  the  populatum 
increased,  and  other  circumstances  rendered  such  to  be  neces- 
sary. In  1864,  the  Academy  was  erected  in  connection  with  the 
(Grammar  School  by  public  subscription,  and  so  oombined  and 
superseded  the  Commercial  and  other  English  Schools  under  the 
management  of  the  Town  CoundL  From  that  time  to  the  presoit. 
this  Institution  has  been  managed  by  a  committee  of  these  subscri- 
bers and  the  Educational  Committee  of  the  Town  Council,  and,  as 
already  stated,  with  a  success  that  has  been  most  gratifying.  This 
joint  committee  during  these  nine  years,  I  am  proud  to  say,  acted 
together  in  the  most  agreeable  and  harmonious  way,  and  without  an 
angry  word  or  unpleasant  discussion ;  and  the  meetings  were  invaii* 
ably  well  attended.  Hence,  it  is  not  to  be  wondered  when  I  siato 
that  we  cannot  part  from  this  important  educational  institutioii, 
which  has  been  recdving  a  portion  of  our  care  and  attention,  with- 
out some  feelings  of  regret.  The  Town  CouncU  and  the  representa- 
tives of  the  subscribers  to  the  Academy  have,  however,  the  great 
satisfaction  of  knowing  that  they  leave  this  seminaiy  in  the  most 
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prosperous  condition— with  an  efficient  and  able  staff  of  teachers, 
and  in  the  different  dass-rooms  upwards  of  400  pupils,  who  are  as 
intelligent  and  well  behaved  a  band  of  noble  youths  as  could  be 
desired,  and  whom  it  is  a  pleasure  to  look  upon.  The  duties  to  be 
discharged  by  the  new  School  Board  will  be  of  the  utmost  impor- 
tance to  the  inhabitants,  and  to  the  prosperity  of  the  town.  Al- 
though this  mjiy  not  be  the  proper  time  to  give  my  opinion  as  to  the 
mode  of  electing  the  members  of  the  School  Board,  yet  I  cannot  re-' 
train  from  stating  that  the  cumulative  system  of  voting,  with  all  its 
great  expense  and  gambling  tendencies,  is  bad,  and  should  be 
abandoned ;  and  that  the  same  constituency  who  elect  our  Town 
Councillors  and  Parliamentary  Representative  should  also  elect  the 
members  of  the  School  Board.  Another  alteration  which  I  wish  to 
see  made  in  the  Education  Act  is,  that  the  School  Boards  should 
have  the  power,  when  found  necessary,  to  increase  the  salaries  of  the 
teachers  in  high-daas  Burgh  schools,  such  as  this,  in  the  same  way 
as  they  have  in  all  the  other  schools,  and  not  to  be  dependent  upon 
the  stinted  and  uncertain  system  of  voluntary  contributions.  I  am 
in  great  hope,  however,  that  the  labours  of  our  School  Board  will 
yet  be  crowned  with  success.  At  the  same  time,  I  confess  that  their 
responsibilities  are  very  great ;  for  a  wrong  step  or  two  might  con- 
vert this  now-flourishing  seminary  into  the  very  opposite.  But  my 
ardent  desire  is,  that  this  institution  may  continue  to  provide  an 
education  for  the  youth  of  this  community,  from  the  initiatory  up 
to  the  highest  departments ;  and  that  for  ages  to  come,  the  educa- 
tion may  be  not  only  equal  to,  but  better,  than  it  has  been  in  the 
times  that  are  gone.  Ladies  and  gentlemen,  I  have  taken  up  too 
much  of  your  valuable  time  with  these  remarks,  but  my  apology  is, 
that  it  will  be  the  last  time  I  shall  come  before  you  as  convener  of 
the  committee  of  directors  of  our  Grammar  School  and  Academy,  in 
whose  prosperity  I  feel  a  deep  interest. 

The  Provost  then  called  on  Rev.  A.  G.  Fleming,  of  Thread  Street 
U.P.  Ohurch,  to  address  the  audience. 

Rev.  Mr.  Flbmino  then  said— It  is  fabled  of  Orpheus,  that  the 
music  from  his  lyre  was  so  sweet  that  rocks  were  charmed,  trees 
followed  as  he  passed  along,  and  the  streams  paused  in  their  channels 
to  listen  to  his  melody.  I  had  wished  Orpheus  were  here,  and  that 
I  were  he,  that  I  might  check  the  general  stampede  to  the  do<»r,  so 
natural  when  the  holidays  are  announced,  and  that  I  might  infuse  a 
little  patience  into  my  young  friends  for  the  two  or  three  minutes  I 
am  to  address  them.  By  a  happy  stratagem  of  the  Provost,  I  am 
saved  from  that  position,  having  been  called  to  address  you  at  the 
beginning,  rather  than  the  dose.  It  is  said  of  a  distinguished 
schoolmaster  in  the  16th  century,  that  he  never  entered  his  dass- 
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room  without  gravely  salutiiig  his  boys.  The  reason  giyen  by  Trs- 
boniuB  was,  that  perhaps  a  f  atore  Minister  of  State  or  Chancellor 
of  the  Empire  was  sitting  before  him.  It  so  happened  there  was 
greater  than  either,  for  one  of  his  scholars  was  Martin  Luther.  Now, 
it  is  not  so  easy  a  task  to  address  a  large  gathering  like  this,  many 
of  whom  are  distinguished  prizetakers,  and  some  of  whom  are,  year 
by  year,  making  for  themselves  a  name  and  a  fame  in  the  colleges 
of  Scotland,  and  beyond  it.  I  do  not  believe  in  loading  young 
people  with  what  is  known  as  good  advice.  They  regard  it  for  the 
most  part  as  the  sugary  coating  under  which  lies  some  nauseous 
medicine.  Let  me  say,  however,  to  those  who  have  been  receiving 
prizes  to-day,  that  their  worth  lies  in  the  industry  and  application 
of  which  they  are  the  index,  and  that  their  value  in  the  future  de- 
pends entirely  on  whether  they  shall  still  stimulate  you  to  renewed 
and  increased  assiduity.  Dr.  Adam,  of  the  High  School,  Edinburgh 
used  to  rouse  the  boys  that  were  boarded  with  him  at  six  o'clock  in 
the  winter  mornings.  He  would  lead  them  to  the  window,  and  bid 
them  look  across  to  Dr.  M'Crie's  window,  and  tell  them  it  had  been 
lighted  for  the  last  hour.  The  result  of  Dr.  M'Crie's  industry  re- 
mains in  such  valuable  contributions  to  the  history  of  his  native 
country  as  the  "Life  of  Knox"  and  the  "Life  of  Melville."  I 
trust  that  those  who  carry  home  with  them  to-day  the  rewards  of 
their  industry,  will  be  stimulated  to  fresh  industry.  I  trust  that 
those  who  have  not  received  prizes  will  remember  that,  in  the  powers 
of  application  which  they  possess,  they  have  the  ability  with  whidi 
to  take  prizes,  and  that  the  ability  has  only  to  be  cultivated  to  make 
them  successful  at  school,  or  in  the  business  of  life.  Having 
ventured  an  advice  on  school  work,  I  should  scarcely  venture  an  ad- 
vice on  how  to  spend  the  holiday.  That  may  be  very  safely  left  to 
the  young  people  themselves.  Let  me  suggest,  however,  that  a 
holiday  is  all  the  more  enjoyable  when  you  contrive  to  learn  something 
of  the  trees,  and  plants,  and  flowers  of  your  native  land.  I  like  a  boy 
who  goes  about  with  his  eyes  open  for  different  kinds  of  birds,  varieties 
of  eggs,  diversity  of  plumage;  he  may  be  a  new  Wilson  who  is  to  give  us 
anew  ornithology  of  some  new  country,  just  opening  upto  thedisoover- 
er  and  explorer.  I  like  the  youth  who  Ib  attracted  by  Natural  History, 
and  who,  when  he  has  laid  down  Oessar,  can  take  up  Bnffon.  He  may 
be  a  new  Wilson  of  Woodville,  that  is  to  shed  new  lustre  on  the 
ancient  burgh  that  claims  the  Wilsons,  one  and  all,  as  her  own. 
This  is  not  to  turn  a  vacation  into  toil ;  it  is  to  make  leisure  at  once 
pleasant  and  profitable ;  it  is  to  make  the  holiday  subservient  to 
education.  The  session  that  is  closing  is  in  many  respects  a  memor- 
able one.  One  of  your  former  pupils,  after  a  distinguished  career  at 
Glasgow  College,  has  taken  the  highest  honour  Scotland  has  to  give, 
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and  goes  as  an  exhibitioner  to  Balliol  College^  Oxford,  I  do  not 
knovr  whether  the  Grammar  School  of  Paisley  has  ever  achieved  a 
success  BO  splendid  before.  I  trost  Mr.  King  is  not  the  last  who 
will  write  Paisley  as  his  birth-place  in  the  matriculation  books  of 
Oxford.  I  am  sure  he  will  make  that  name  respected,  and  that  you 
all  wish  him  God  speed.  Our  ancient  burgh  has  been  figuring  before 
the  public  in  more  ways  than  one.  Through  the  princely  munificence 
of  one  of  her  much-loved  sons,  a  mi^^nificent  foundation  has  been 
laid  for  scholarships,  which  shall  hand  the  name  of  George  Aitken 
Clark  to  generations  yet  unborn.  I  am  sure  the  gratification  we 
feel  in  connection  with  such  enlightened  generosity  is  only  increased 
when,  in  such  an  instance  as  Mr.  King,  we  see  that  our  schools  can 
rear  pupils  worthy  of  the  highest  honours  that  can  be  given.  To 
one  other  circumstance  in  connection  with  the  past  session  I  may  be 
permitted  to  refer  in  conclusion.  Some  one  said,  when  the  union  of 
Scotland  with  England  was  consummated,  '*  And  so  there's  an  end  of 
an  auld  sang."  The  connection  of  the  Grammar  School  with  the 
Town  Council  is  to-day  ceasing,  and  so  there's  an  end  to  that  ''sang." 
I  am  sure  you  do  so  with  feelings  of  gratitude  to  the  Provost  and 
all  his  predecessors,  who  have  given  dignity  to  such  occasions  as  this. 
And  whilst  grateful  to  all  the  Committee,  you  are  specially  grateful 
to  one  whose  heart  has  been  in  this  Grammar  School  and  Academy 
— ^the  respected  convener,  Mr.  Brown  of  Underwood  Park.  I  trust 
that  those  who  succeed  to  the  curatorship  will  be  able  worthily  to 
carry  on  work  worthily  begun  and  worthily  sustained  by  those  who 
have  gone  before  them — 

^'  The  old  order  changeth,  giving  place  to  the  new; 
And  God  fulfils  himself  in  many  ways. 
Lest  one  good  custom  should  corrupt  the  world." 

The  Provost  then  said  that  they  had  heard  it  announced  that  the 
directors  of  the  Grammar  School  had,  at  the  request  of  the  School 
Board,  consented  to  finish,  as  usual,  the  work  of  the  session  by 
conducting  this  examination.  He  understood  that  the  Bev.  Dr. 
Fraser,  on  behalf  of  the  School  Board,  desired  to  say  a  few  woods 
at  this  stage  of  the  proceedings. 

The  Rev.  Dr.  Fraser  then  said— Before  discharging  the  duty  as- 
signed me  by  the  School  Board,  I  may  be  allowed  to  say  that  I  have 
been  very  much  gratified  yesterday  and  to-day  by  the  devotedness  and 
quiet  enthusiasm  of  the  teachers,  and  by  the  general  intelligence  of  the 
pupils.  Many  of  the  scholars  have  done  remarkably  well,  and  I  am 
satisfied  that  every  department  is  fully  sustaining  the  deservedly  high 
reputation  of  this  Academy.  I  have  to  express,  on  behalf  of  the 
School  Board,  our  sense  of  obligation  to  the  former  Directors  of  the 
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Qmnmar  School  for  their  kindness  in  conducting  the  examinition, 
and  in  otherwiBe  completing  for  this  year  the  naoal  arrangements. 
We  are  also  much  indebted  to  the  Town  Council  and  other  gentle- 
men for  their  liberality  in  presenting  and  distributing  so  many  valu^ 
able  prises  and  medals,  and  we  are  not  without  hope  that  the  same 
generous  interest  in  the  Institution  will  be  expressed  by  the  ccmtina- 
anoe  for  next  year  of  all  the  medals  and  prizes.  While  this  brief 
reference  to  the  kindness  and  liberality  of  the  Directors  and  other 
friends  of  the  Institution,  as  shown  in  the  proceedings  of  yesterday 
and  to-day,  may  be  held  to  be  all  that  immediately  concerns  us  as  a 
School  Board,  we  cannot  justly  dissociate  from  these  proceedings  the 
antecedent  exertions  and  liberality  which  have  made  them  poesiUe. 
Ko  one  who  was  cognisant  of  the  veiy  inadequate  and  unsnitaUe 
provision  for  intermediate  education  which  existed  when  the  Grun' 
mar  School  had  indirectly  connected  with  it  En^ish  classes  in 
another  part  of  the  town,  in  a  building  which  few  of  us  would  haTo 
had  courage  to  acknowledge  as  a  pubUo  school,  can  fail  to  mark  the 
enlightened  seal  which  has  effected  this  comprehensiye  change,  and 
given  to  us  a  handsome  building,  and  excellent  teachers  of  Classics, 
French  and  (German,  English,  Mathematics,  Drawing,  and  other 
branches.  The  advance  has  been  very  great  Looked  at  from  the 
outside,  it  seems  to  have  been  made  by  a  single  bound ;  but  those 
only  who  know  what  difficulties  lay  in  the  way,  can  understand  fully 
how  much  this  success  has  been  due  to  the  devotedness  of  a  few 
friends  interested  in  the  higher  branches  of  education.  I  am  quite 
sure  that  none  of  them  will  hesitate  to  acknowledge  that  I  do  no 
more  than  justice  to  one  of  their  number,  when  I  state  that  to  the 
wisdom,  energy,  and  perseverance  of  ex-Provost  Brown  we  are  in- 
debted for  originating,  completing,  and  placing  on  a  new  basis  thia  very 
important  institution.  When  Mr.  Brown,  as  Provost,  issued  in  1869 
his  first  circular  calling  attention  to  the  deplorable  condition  of  the 
Town's  schools,  not  oidy  were  the  English  classes  in  the  state  I  havv 
indicated,  but  the  Commercial  School  in  Meeting-house-brae  pre- 
sented such  a  miserably  ruinous  aspect,  that  a  teacher,  when 
appointed,  would  not  enter  it.  In  completely  retrieving  our  pontiony 
Mr.  Brown  has  given  a  locally  historical  value  to  his  Provostshipy 
and  he  and  the  other  directors  have  conferred  a  great  boon  on  the 
community.  And  I  may  be  allowed  to  state,  on  behalf  of  the  Sduxd 
Board,  that  there  is  the  most  sincere  desire  to  utilise  to  the  utmost 
possible  extent,  not  only  this  institution,  but  every  educationai 
agency  which  the  Act  has  assigned  us,  or  which  may  yet  oome 
under  our  guidance.  We  are  most  anxious  to  make  firmer  and 
more  conspicuous  the  connection  that  has  always  subsisted  betwem 
the  elementary  and  intermediate  schools  on  the  one  hand,  and  the 
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UniveTsities  on  the  other.  It  is  that  connection  which  pre-eminently 
distinguishes  the  arrangements  in  Scotland  from  the  systems  which 
prevail  in  England  and  Ireland.  Mr.  Brown  has  alluded  to  the  fin- 
ancial condition  of  the  Academy,  and  I  am  convinced  that  that  diffi- 
culty must  be  faced.  While  other  schools  have  liberal  assistance 
from  Parliamentary  grants,  and  will  abo  be  aided  by  the  rates,  this 
Institution  has  support  from  neither.  If  we  cannot  obtain  grants, 
or  rates,  I  trust  that  there  will  be  such  an  endowment  as  may  secure 
equal  advantages  for  all  the  children  and  fair  play  ^or  all  the  teachers 
associated  in  schools  and  academies  that  may  be  recognised  as  working 
under  a  system  professedly  national.  Only  thus,  I  believe,  can  this 
Academy  maintain  its  honourable  position  in  relation  to  the  Univer- 
sity. As  this  subject  has  not  been  under  consideration  of  the  School 
Board,  I  do  not  feel  at  liberty  to  make  fuller  reference  to  it, — ^there 
might  be  difference  of  opinion, — ^but  we  are,  however,  thoroughly 
unanimous  in  most  gratefully  acknowledging  the  important  services 
which  ex-Provost  Brown  has  rendered  to  educational  interests  in 
Paisley. 

The  Pbovost,  on  behalf  of  what  he  would  now  style  the  late  di- 
rectors of  the  Grammar  School,  acknowledged  the  complimentary 
terms  in  which  their  past  services  had  been  alluded  to  by  Dr. 
Fraser,  and  abo  the  warm  response  which  the  audience  had  given  to 
these  remarks.  The  Grammar  School  had  now  passed  into  the 
hands  of  the  School  Board  ;  and  he  had  to  express,  on  behalf  of  the 
late  directors,  their  gratification  at  being  able  to  hand  over  the  insti- 
tion  free  of  debt,  and  their  confidence  that  its  Interests,  as  an  edu- 
cational institution,  were  quite  safe  in  the  hands  of  the  new  Board. 

The  prizes,  consisting  of  medals  and  of  elegantly  bound  works,  were 
then  distributed  to  the  scholars  amidst  the  frequent  applause  of  the 
audience. 

For  some  years  past,  indeed,  since  Mr.  Brown  had  been 
appointed  Convener  of  the  Visiting  Committee,  there  had 
been  a  social  meeting  at  his  house  on  the  last  day  of  the 
annual  examination.  For  the  first  two  or  three  years, 
only  the  teachers  were  invited;  afterwards,  the  mem- 
bers of  that  conmiittee  and  the  clergymen  who  officiated 
at  the  examination  were  added  to  the  company.  This  social 
meeting  tended  much  to  promote  harmony  and  good  feeling, 
and  was  an  agreeable  and  pleasant  termination  to  the  labours 
of  the  session.  On  this  occasion,  the  members  of  the  School 
Board  were  also  invited,  and  thus  happily  the  work  of  the 
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Directors  was  wonnd  up,  and  that  of  the  School  Board  in- 
augurated. 

We  have  now  brought  our  agreeable  labours  to  a  close. 
We  have,  in  addition  to  the  other  Town's  Schools,  endea* 
voured  to  describe  the  vicissitudes  through  which  the  Gram- 
mar School  has  passed,  from  its  foundation,  nearly  three 
hundred  years  ago,  to  the  present  time;  The  list  of  its 
scholars  who  have  adorned  the  professions  is  long  and 
brilliant,  and  some  of  them  have  been  made  illustrious,  for 
all  time,  by  services  to  literature  and  science.  Many  also 
of  them  have  entered  every  branch  of  commercial  enter- 
prise, —  have  been  scattered  over  the  whole  world ; 
numbers  of  them  have  distinguished  themselves  both  at 
home  and  abroad ;  and  it  is  not  too  much  to  say  that,  for 
whatever  important  positions  they  occupied,  they  were  much 
indebted  to  the  sound  education  they  received  in  the  Paisley 
Grammar  School.  Well  may  Paisley  be  proud  of  this 
ancient  seat  of  learning  1  and  our  earnest  prayer  is,  that,  by 
continuing  to  have  a  succession  of  eminent  and  able  masters, 
the  splendour  of  its  reputation  may  remain  untarnished; 
that  it  may  continue  to  flourish,  to  be  appreciated  by  the 
inhabitants,  and  send  forth  many  examples  of  int^rity, 
industry,  and  learning. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


CHAPTER  IX. 
CHRONOLOGICAL  LIST  OF  THE  TEACHERS. 


npHE  following  is  a  chronological  List  of  the  Teachers, 
Doctors,  and  Hectors  in  the  Grammar  School ;  Teachers 
in  the  Scots  or  English  School ;  the  Writing  or  Commercial 
School;  the  Low  Parish  School,  Stone  Street;  and,  in 
the -Grammar  School  and  Academy ;  with  the  dates  of  their 
appomtmetit,  so  far  as  known;  and  with  fac-eimiUs  of  their 
autographs^  when  they  could  be  found : — 

Grammak  School. 

APPOnVTBD.  AfTTOGRAPH. 

BoBEBT  Henderson 1586. 

Thomas  Bell,  10th  Feb.,     1604. 

EobbrtPark,  before      1618. 


TMr^f^ 


William  Hutchison,  ...20th  April,  1626. 

John  EiNOX, 1645.     ^ 

John  Will, 11th  April,  1646. 

Alex.  Park, 14th  Feb.,  1648. 


Thomas  Fulton  (m  ni  utar.)  6th  Oct ,     1 653 


William  Crinkb, 4th  Nov.,  M  663. 
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Appointed.  Autoobaph. 

Alex.  Aitchison, 12th  Oct.,     1654. 

Alexander  Park,    ......  3d  Nov.,      1662. 

David  Skeoch, 5th  Dec,     1 676. 

Alex.  Orr,    1678. 

Neil  Snodgrass, 22d  March,  1683. 

Charles  Hay  (w not  «iter.)      6th  Oct.,     1683.  ^    • 

WilLiAM  Stewart, 1683. 


2^a^u^    <thn,.mU 


John  Lees,  Dec,         1689. 

James  Cowan  or  CowiE,14th  April,   1692. 
John  Binnie  or  Binning,! 8th  March,  1693. 

Andrew  Kerr, 26th  Dec,     1695. 

William  DouGALL, 1699. 


mV^^ifUgoJ^ 


John  Campbell, 30th  Aug.,    1701.      C^ 

George  Glen, 1703. 

James  Alexander, 3Qth  Sept,    1713. 


3^  Sept, 


John  Stewart,)     jobt    (15th  Oct.,     1725. 
John  Bowie,  ...)   ■«*«  j  15th  Oct.,     1725. 
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Appointed.  Autookaph. 

WiLLiAAi  Ballingall,  ..11th:  Oct.,     1751. 


WiLUAM  Bald,    .^  8th  Sept.,    1758 

John  Davidson,  15th  May,     1761 


MuNQO  Henry, 24th  Sept.,    1781. 

JohnPbddie,  2  Isi  March,  1707. 

John  Pool,  Assistant,  ...       before     1806.  ^ 

Alex.  Lorimer,  Assistant,        ...         1 807. 


WiLLL^M  Hunter, 1st  March,  1833, 

William  Brunton, 1 5th  Feb.,     1842. 


DOCTORS. 


Robert  Lawson, before       1 646. 

John  Tannahill,    21st  Oct.,     1647. 

BoBERT  YouNO,    26th  March,  1649. 

Walter  Buchai^an, 8th  May,     1654. 
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Appoihted.  Autograph. 

Claud  Alexander, 25th  May,     1680. 

Claud  Alexander,  re-appointed,  1684. 

James  Cowib, 8th  Nov.,  1690. 

JohnBaird, 6th  May,  1692. 

William  Arthur, 1698. 

Allan  Glen,    18th  May,  1700. 


Jameb  Alexander, 16th  Nov.     1 703 


Jijm^  ^wxaav^ 


^ 


John  Craig, 6th  Nov.    1714. 

HuGjaL  Maxwell, 1717. 

JoQON  Slater,  : 16th  June,    1721. 

John  Stewart,    10th  April,   1724. 
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Enolisti   School, 
at  west  st£bflr. 

Appointed.  Avtooraph. 


^^"^J^f,^!    ...lOthNov..    1684. 
or  Tavindalb,  ) 


<!!uo 


^Xd^^ffQaUc 


John  Murray, 10th  Jan.,     1 702. 

Allan  Glen,    18th  Dec.,    1705. 


JohnLillie^    24th  April    1?B4. 

John  M^ONALD, 1742. 

James  Porter, 11th  Oct.,     1751. 


WnjJAM  WALKiN8HAW,.22d  Jan.,      1758. 


y^  ,r^tfr^yt,^ 


m 


WiLLiAH  Adie, 22d  Sept.,     1760. 

William  Burnside, 5th  July,    1788. 
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Appointbd.  Autoobaps. 

James  Campbell,    10th  March,  1797. 


English  School  in  School  Wtnd. 
James  Peddie, ,..  5th  July,    1788* 

JohnReid,  8th  Feb.,     1833. 

James  Beid, 7th  Jan.,     1842.  ^*^ 


~-> 


Writing  or  Commercial  School, 

IN  BAST  END  OF  GRAMMAB  SCHOOL,  AND  AFTBB  1781  IN  mCSTOrO- 
HOUSB   LANS. 

Robert  Smith, 23d  April,     1762. 

Ebenezer  Macome, 8th  S^t.,    1770. 


(^/C<^f^.^  c.-^^^ 


oeryyi^^ 


Robert  Macome, 10th  Dec.,    1802. 


A 


^^:^i3^fy^t^A 
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Appointed.  Autookapu. 

Alex.  Macome .      1806. 


Peter  M*QiLATiAr,  14th  Jan.,     1845. 


/ 


Low  Parish  School,  in  Storie  Street. 
William  Bell, 5th  July,    1788. 


William  Rankine  29th  July,    1816. 

Thomas  March 2l8tFeb.,     1837.  ^ 

Robert  Donald, 7th  Nov,    1845 


Grammar  School  and  Academy. 

William  Bbunton,  Gram- 
mar School, 15th  Feb.,     1842. 
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Appointed.  Autookaph. 

James      Reid,     English 

School, 7th  Jan,     1842. 

_— — — ""■""""■ — ^ 

David  Gxass,    I2th  July,     1864. 


Isabella  Thomson, 9th  Aug.,    1864. 

Geobgb  Digkson, ,    Aug.,  ^1864. 

Jam£S  B.  Stephens,    ...30th  Aug.,    1864. 

David  Donaldson, 1 6th  June,    1865. 

James  Mayer,  ......         Aug.,    1867. 


Nicholas  Metek,    Sept.,    1867. 

Mart  Hannington, 23d  Dec.,      1867 
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Appointid.  Autooruph. 

Thomson  Eirkwood,  ...1 1th  June,    1868- 

J.  C.  NiVBN, 15th  April,    1870^ 

kJ^^A^  Cp%jlXo  9Uv^'nt 

W.  Patbrson  Cross,  ....31st  May,     1870. 

Geo.  W.  Baynham, Uth  April,    1871. 

Jambs  Rot  Fraser, 3l8t  Oct.,      1872. 
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APPENDIX. 


SCHOOL  PRIZES. 

List  of  Pupils,  with  the  Address  of  their  Parents,  who  have 
received  prizes  for  merit  in  the  Grammar  School,  English  School, 
Commercial  School,  and  Grammar  School  and  Academy,  in  so  far 
as  such  have  been  ascertained  : — 


GRAMMAR  SCHOOL. 


g9th  June,  1820. 

James  Robertson,  High  Street,— a  Copy  of  Adam's  "Roman  Anti- 
quities,"—who  had,  for  a  series  of  years,  behaved  with  the 
greatest  propriety,  and  had  prosecuted  his  studies  with  the  greatest 
success. 


t9th  June,  1821. 

FIFTH  OR  mOHEST  GLASS. 

Matthew  White  {Dux),  Newtown. 

FOURTH    CLASS. 

John  Pollock,  Maxwelton. 

THIRD  CLASS. 

James  Wilson,  Feiguslie  House. 

SBCX)ND  CLASS. 

William  Nisbet,  Mazwelton. 

FIRST  CLASS. 

John  Symington,  19  Gauze  Street 
m3 
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£Glh  June,  ISJ3. 

GREBK  CLASS. 

John  Pollock,  Mazwelton. 

FIRST  LATIN   GLASS. 

William  Beid,  linaide.  |  Peter  Coata,  Fergoalie. 

SSOOKD  LATIN  CLASS. 

David  M^Lsan,  Caafleyside.  i  Robert  Rankin,  Oakahaw. 

William  Niabet,  Mazwelton.  |  John  Martin,  Love  Street. 

THIRD  LATIN  CLASS. 

John  Symington,  19  Ganze  Street.     I  William  Symington,  Oakahaw. 
Williun  Kii^,  Lonend.  | 

FOURTH  LATIN  CLASS. 

Wm.  M<Eechnie,  Old  SmithhiUs.      I  James  Hodge,  High  Street 
Jamea  Jamieaon,  Churthland  Place.    | 

FIFTH  LATIN  CLASS. 

Robert  Hendry,  Broomlanda.  I  Alex.  Campbell,  Garthland  Place. 

Robert  Fleming,  Oakahaw.  James  Donald,  Johnstone. 

John  Hodge,  ^h  Street  |  David  M'Donald,  Love  Street 


29th  JuM,  18H 

OREBK  CLASS. 

William  Baird. 

FIRST  LATIN  CLASS. 


David  M*Lean,  Oansesrside.  |  Robert  A.  Rankin,  Oakahaw. 

John  Martin,  Loye  Street 


SBCOND  LATIN  CLASS. 


John  Symington,  19  Qaxxze  Street    I  William  Ein^^  Lonend. 
Alexander  Laird,  Oeoige  Street       |  William  Symmgton,  Oakahaw. 


THIRD  LATIN  CLASS. 


Wm.  M<Kechnie,  Old  Smithhills.     |  James  Hodge,  High  Street 
Jamea  Jamieson,  Garthland  Place. 


FOURTH  LATIN  CLASS. 


John  Montgomery,  St.  Brydea'  Mill 
John  Hodge,  Hi^  Street 
William  Coata,  Fergoalie. 
John  Cross,  High  Street 


David  M*Donald,  Love  Street 
Alex.  Campbell,  Garthland  Place. 
William  Symin^rton,  Back  Sneddon. 
Jamea  Donald,  Johnstone. 
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John  M.  Symington,  Back  Sneddon. 
John  Davidson,  Gktuze  Street 
James  McDonald,  Love  Street. 
William  Kirkwood,  FoUwood. 


FIFTH   LATIN  CLASS. 

David  Balloch. 
William  Muir,  Greenhill. 
James  Nairn,  Maxwelton. 


S8ih  Juncy  1825, 

ORBBK  CLASS. 

Kobeit  A.  Rankine,  Oakshaw  Street 

FIRST  LATIN  CLASS. 

John  Symington,  19  Ganze  Street    I  John  M.  Hoaston,  Oakshaw. 
William  Symington,  Oakshaw.         |  William  M.  Bell,  Woodside. 

SECOND  LATIN  CLASS. 

Wm.  MOCechnie,  Old  Smithhills.      I  George  Baiid,  Old  HalL 
James  Hodge,  High  Street  | 

THIRD  LATIN  CLASS. 


John  Cross,  ^gl^  Street 

John  Hodge,  mch  Street. 

Wm.  Coate,  Badk  Row,  Fergoslie. 


David  M 'Donald,  Love  Street 
Alexander  Jeffery,  Moss  Street 
James  Donald,  Johnstone. 


FOURTH  LATIN  CLASS. 


John  M.  Symington,  Back  Sneddon. 
James  Mmr,  Greenhill. 
William  Mnir,  GreenhilL 
John  Douglas,  Johnstone. 


William  Hart,  High  Street 
Matthew  Hart,  mgh  Street. 
William  Kirkwood,  Fnllwood. 
James  Nairn,  Maxwelton. 


FIFTH    LATIN  CLASS. 

David  Smith,  New  Sneddon.  I  John  Stone,  Canseyside. 

John  Baird,  Old  Hall.  James  Giffen,  Canal  Bank. 

J.  S.  Symington,  Oakshaw  Street.     | 


SOthJune,  1826. 

GREEK  CLA8S. 

Prize  given  by  the  Ministers  of  the  Town  of  Paisley. 
John  Symington,  19  Gauze  Street. 

FIRST   LATIN  CLASS. 

WnL  M'Kechnie,  Old  Smithhills.      I  Geoige  Stone,  Causejrside. 
George  Baird,  Old  Haa  | 

SECOND  LATIN  CLASS. 

John  Cross,  High  Street.  |  Alexander  Jeffrey,  Moss  Street. 

John  Hodge,  Hish  Street  David  M' Donald,  ljo\t  Street. 

Wm.  Coats,  Back  Row,  Fergnslie.    | 
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THIBB  LATIN  CLASS. 


John  M.  Symington,  Back  Sneddon 

Street. 
James  Mnir,  Greenlul]. 
Jolm  DonglaB,  Johnstone. 
William  Hart^  High  Street 


William  Moir,  OreenhilL 
Matthew  Hart,  High  Street 
William  Eirkwoo<C  Follwood. 
Charles  Macvitie,  Broomlands. 
James  Nairn,  Maxwelton. 


lOUBTH  LATIN  GLASS. 

David  Smith,  New  Sneddon.  I  James  S.  Symington,  Oakahaw  St 

John  Baird,  Old  BdH  James  Gi£Een,  Canal  Bank. 

John  Storie,  Canseyside.  | 

VHTH  latin  CLASS. 

Thomas  Hodge,  High  Street  I  Robert  PnUar,  Canseyside. 

Wm.  Macpherson,  Sonth  Croft  Alex.  C.  White,  Newtown. 

John  M 'Gibbon,  High  Street  |  JohnBarr,  Maxwelton. 

Bettdes  the  aboye,  a  Prize  given  by  a  Society  of  Gentlemen,  who  had 
fonnerly  been  Pnpils  in  this  Seminary,  to  the  Scholar  of  the  hi^^esi 
dass,  who  had  excelled  throagh  the  whole  period  of  his  attendance, 
was  adjudged  to 

William  M'Eechnie,  Old  Smithhills. 


£9th  June,  18S7. 


Prize  given  by  the  [^Ministers  of  Paisley  to  the  Dux  bf  the  Greek 
William  M'Kechnie,  Old  Smithhills. 

Prize,  given  by  a  Society  of  Gentlemen,  fonnerly  pnpils  of  this  Seminaiy, 
to  the  Scholar  in  the  Highest  Latin  Class  who  had  excelled  daring 
the  whole  period  of  his  attendance. 

John  Cross,  High  Street 


FiBST  class. 


John  Cross,  Hkh  Street 

Wm.  Wilson,  St.  Mirren's  Court 

Alex.  Jeffrey,  Moss  Street 


Neil  Campbell,  Garthland  Placa 
John  Ogilvie,  Knock  Farm. 


SECOND  class. 


John  M.  Symington,  Back  Sneddon. 
Wm.  Hart,  H^  Street 
Matthew  M.  Hart,  High  Street 
John  Douglas,  Johnstone. 


Wm.  Kirkwood,  Fullwood. 
Charles  Macvitie,  Broomlands  St. 
James  M'Donald,  Love  Street 
Alex.  H.  Taylor,  High  Street. 


THIRD  CLASS. 


John  Storie,  Canseyside.  I  John  Baird,  OldhalL 

John  S.  Symington,  Oakshaw  St.      |  Henry  M.  Bell,  Woodnde. 
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FOITKTH  CLASS. 


Wm.  Macphenon,  South  Croft.        I  Thomas  Hodge,  High  Street 
John  IfGibbon,  High  Street.  |  Robert  PuUar,  CaoseyBide. 


FIFTH  CLASS. 


James  J.  Lamb,  Underwood.  I  John  Cunningham,  High  Street 

Robert  M'Kechnie,  Smithhills.  James  Barr,  Mazwelton. 

John  Jack,  Storie  Street  |  David  Trail,  Water  Brae. 


S7th  June,  1828. 

Prize,  given  by  the  Ministers  of  the  Town  of  Paisley  to  the  Dux  of  the 
Greek  Class,  was  awarded  to 

John  Cross,  High  Street 
A  Prize,  given  by  a  Society  of  Gentlemen,  formerly  pupils  of  this  Seminary, 
to  the  Scholar  in  the  Highest  Latin  Class  who  had  excelled  during 
the  whole  period  of  his  attendance,  was  adjudged  to 
John  M.  Symington,  Back  Sneddon. 

FIBST  CLASS. 

John  M.  Syminffton,  Back  Sneddon.  I  Charles  Macvitie,  Broomlands  St 
James  McDonald,  Love  Street  |  Wm.  Scott,  Union  Bank. 

SECOND  CLASS. 

John  Storie,  Causeyside.  I  James  S.  Symington,  Oakshaw  St. 

David  Coats,  Ferguslie.  |  John  BaircC  OliOiall. 

THIRD  CLASS. 

Thomas  Hodge,  High  Street  I  John  M^Gibbon,  Hish  Street. 

John  Pinkerton,  Muslin  Street        |  James  M 'Gibbon,  mgh  Street 

FOURTH  CLASa 

James  J.  Lamb,  Underwood.  I  Robert  M'Kechnie,  Smithhills. 

John  Jack,  Storie  Street  |  John  Cunningham,  High  Street 

FIFTH   CLASS. 

Georse  Symington,  Gauze  Street      |  Peter  Jack,  Storie  Street 
Wilham  Fry,  Berbic 


rbice.  |  William  Jackson,  Oakshaw  Street. 


SOth  June,  18S9. 


The  Prize  given  by  the  Ministers  of  the  Town  of  Paisley,  to  the  Dux 
of  the  Greek  Class  was  adjudged  to 

John    M.    Symington,  Back   Sneddon. 

A  Prize,  given  by  the  Rector  to  the  Second  Dux  in  the  Greek  Class,  was 
delivered  to 

William  Scott,  Union  Bank. 
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A  Prize,  given  by  a  Society  of  GenUeroen,  formerly  pupils  of  this 
Seminary,  to  the  Scholar  in  the  highest  Latin  Class,  who  had 
excelled  daring  the  whole  period  of  his  attendance,  was  awarded  to 

John  Storie,  Canseyside. 

FIB8T  CLASS. 

John  Storie,  Canseyside.  I  Henry  M.  Bell,  Woodside. 

Dayid  Coats,  Ferguslie.  |  John  Baird,  OldhaU. 

SEOOND  CLASS. 

William  Macpherson,  South  Croft    I  James  Blair,  Kilmalcolm. 
Charles  Orr,  bank  Street  j  John  White,  Little  Follwood. 

THIRD  CLASS. 

James  J.  Lamb,  Underwood.  I  David  Trail,  Water  Brae. 

John  Jack,  Storie  Street.  I  John  Cunningham,  High  Street 

Robert  M*Kechnie,  Old  Smithhills.  | 

FOCRTH  CLASS 

Peter  Jack,  Storie  Street  I  William  Jackson,  Oakshaw  Street. 

William  Fry,  Berbice.  |  William  Millar,  Greenlaw  Street 

FIFTH  CLASS. 

Thomas  Fry,  Berbice.  I  James  Sharp,  St  George's  Place. 

John  Hood,  New  Smithhills.  William  Gillespie,  Moss  Steeet. 

James  M'Nair,  Abbey  Manse.  |  John  Anderson,  Lore  Stresft 


S9th  Jme,  1830, 

Prize  given  by  the  Ministers  of  the  Town  of  Paisley  to  the  Dux  of  the 

Greek  Class,  was  awarded  to 

John  Storie,  Causeyside. 

A  Prize,  given  by  the  Rector  to  the  Second  Dux  in  the  Greek  Class,  was 

given  to 

Robert  0.  Campbell,  Garthland  Place. 

Prize,  given  by  a  Society  of  Gentlemen,  formerly  pupils  in  this  Seminary, 
to  the  Scholar  in  the  Highest  Latin  Class,  who  had  distinguished 
himself  during  the  whole  period  of  his  attendance,  was  awarded  to 

William  MTherson,  Old  Sneddon. 

FIRST  CLASS. 

William  M<Pherson,  Old  Sneddon.    I  John  White,  Follwood. 
Charles  Orr,  Bank  Street  | 

SECOIO)   CLASS. 

Geoi^e  Houston,  Oakshaw  Street     |  Grant  A.  Ferrier,  Oakshaw  Street. 
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THIRD    CLASS. 

Peter  Jack,  Stone  Street.  I  William  Fry,  Berbice. 

William  Jackson,  Maxwell  Street.     | 

FOUBTH  CLASS. 

Thomas  Fry,  Berbice.  I  John  Hood.  New  Smithhills. 

James  M'Nair,  Abbey  Manse.  James  Sharp,  St.  George's  Place. 

William  Gillespie,  Moss  Street.         |  John  Anderson,  Love  Street. 

FIFTH  CLASS. 


John  Bartholomew,  Caledonia  St. 
Hugh  Jack,  Stone  Street. 
Thomas  Cochran,  Wellmeadow. 


John  Gibson,  Moss  Street 

Robt  Patrick  Gibson,  High  Street. 


let  July,  1831. 

The  Prize,  given  by  the  Ministers  of  the  Town  of  Paisley  to  the  Dux  of 

the  Greek  Class,  was  adjudged  to 

John  White,  FuUwood. 

A  Prize,  given  by  the  Rector  to  the  Second  Dux  of  the  Greek  Class,  was 

awarded  to 

Robert  Lang,  Broomlands  Street. 

An  extra  Prize  was  given  by  the  Rector  to  John  Rtorie,  Causeyside,  who 
has  remained  at  School  beyond  the  usual  term  of  attendance,  has 
always  distinguished  himself,  and  uniformly  carried  the  first  prize  in 
his  (dass. 

FIR9T  CLASS. 

John  White,  FuUwood.  |  Robert  Lang,  Broomlands  Street 

SECOND  CLASS. 

Peter  Jack,  Stone  Street  |  Andrew  Muir,  Moss  Street 

Robert  Wilson,  Back  Sneddon.         | 

THIRD   CLASS. 

James  Midair,  Abbey  Manse.  |  John  Anderson,  Love  Street. 

William  Gillespie,  Moss  Street.         |  Alexander  R.  Findlay,  New  Street. 

FOURTH  CLASS. 


Thomas  Cochran,  Wellmeadow. 
Alex.  Davidson,  St  Mirren  Street. 
John  Richardson,  Bums*  Place. 


Hugh  Jack,  Stone  Street 
John  M*Gibbon,  High  Street 
John  Bartholomew,  Caledonia  St 
John  Gibson,  Moss  Street 

FIFTH  CLASS. 

James  Cunningham,  High  Street      |  G^rge  H.  M'Nair,  Abbey  Manse. 


20th  June,  1832. 


Peter  Jack,  Stone  Street 
James  M'Nair,  Abbey  Mansa 
Alex.  R.  Findlay,  New  Street 
Gideon  Thomson,  Castlehead. 


Alex.  Davidson,  St  Mirren  Street 
George  E.  Barr,  Underwood. 
Archd.  Galbraith,  Oakshaw  Street 
Robert  Patrick  Gibson,  High  Str^t 
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SOth  Jum,  1833. 


John  M 'Gibbon,  Hi^h  Street 
Hugh  Jack,  Storie  btreet 
John  Bartholomew,  Caledonia  St. 
Jc»hn  Gibson,  Moss  Street. 


John  Barclay,  Wardrop  Street. 
Francis  Barclay,  Wardrop  Street 
George  H.  M'Nair,  Abbey  Manse. 
James  Fraser,  Thread  Street 


SJ^h  Octobi^,  1833. 

FIBST  CLASS. 

Latin  in  connection  with  English  Grammar,  Geography,    History   of 
Scotland,  Paul's  Travels. 
Allan  Glen,  Broomlands. 

SECOND  CLASS. 

Latin  in  connection  with  English  Grammar,  Geography,  Histoiy  of  Scot- 
land, Paul's  Travels. 

1.  John  Sharp,  St  George's  Pkoe.   |  2.  James  Boms,  Oakshaw  Street 

THIBD  CLASS. 

Latin  in  connection  with  English  Grammar,  Geography,  Histoiy  oi  Eng- 
land, Paul's  Travels. 

1.  Peter  Kerr,  New  Street  I  3.  George  Lyall,  Oakshaw  Staneet 

2.  Lindsay  M'Kechnie,  Smithhills.  | 

FOCHTH  CLASS. 

Cato  Major — History  of  Bome — Italia. 
1.  George  E.  Barr,  Underwood.        |  2.  John  Bartholomew,  Caledonia  St 

FIFTH  CLASS. 

Cato  Major,  Virgil,  History  of  Greece,  iSneae  Navigatio. 

1.  Charles  Ferguson,  New  Sneddon.  I  3.  Peter  Jack,  Storie  Street 

2.  James  M'Nair,  Abbey  Manse.      |  4.  John  M«Gibbon,  High  Street 

GREEK  CLASS. 

Greek  Grammar,  and  Sir  D.  E.  Sandford's  Extracts  and  Exercises. 
1.  John  Macalaster,  Oakshaw.  |  2.  Alex.  R.  Findlay,  New  Street 

FOUBTH  AND    FIFTH  CLASSES. 

Mental  Philosophy,  Several  Important  Principles  in  Political  Science,  and 

Arguments  on  the  Evidences  of  Christianity. 

James  Carlile,  New  Sneddon  Street. 

Belles  Lettres,  Crombie's  Gymnasium. 
Peter  Jack,  Storie  Street.  |    John  M*Gibbon,  High  Street 
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Life  of  Cicero. 
Alexander  R.  Fiiidlay,  New  Street. 

Recitation. 
Alexander  R.  Findlay,  New  Street. 

For  habits  of  continued  attention  and  a  well  regulated  mind. 
John  M'Gibbon,  High  Street 


SJit  October,  I8S4, 
LATIN  CLASSES. 


SIXTH  CLASS. 

For  part  of  the  Etymology  of  the  Latin  Language  compared  with  that  of 

the  English  Language. 

Jamee  M'Arthor,  Barday  Street 

nVTH  CLASS. 

For  the  Etymology  of  the  Latin  Language  compared  with  that  of  the 

English  Language. 

John  Barday,  Wardrop  Street 

T0I7RTH  CLASS. 

For  the,  Etymology  and  part  of  the  Syntax  of  the  Latin  Language  com- 

pared  with  the  Etymology  and  Syntax  of  the  English  Language. 
Peter  Macfarlane,  Love  Street         |   Robert  Merrylees,  Calside. 

THIRD  CLASS. 

For  Latin  Etymology  and  Syntax  compared  with  English  Etymology  and 

Syntax. 
Peter  Kerr,  New  Street  |  Lindsay  M^eohnie,  Old  Smithhills. 

SSCOND  CLASS. 

For  Translations  of  Caesar,  Ovid,  Cicero,  and  Virgil,  with  Exercises. 
Greek,  Latin,  and  English,  illustrative  of  studies ;  Analysis  of 
Porteus'  Evidences  of  Christianity ;  Derivatives ;  Paronymous 
Words.  Proper  and  Metaphorical  Meaning  of  Words.  Adam's 
Antiquities. 

George  R  Barr,  Underwood.  |  John  Bartholomew,  Caledonia  St 

FIBST  CLASa 

For  TranslationB  of  Csesar,  Virgil,  Cicero,  and  Horace,  with  Exercises 
from  Symbola  Classica,  Crombie'sG3mmasium ;  Bland's  Verses ;  and 
turning  portions  of  the  Psalms  and  our  Standard  Poetic  Writings 
into  Sapphic  and  Horatian  Verse ;  and  Blair's  Belles  Lettres ; 
Derivatives;  Paronymous  Words;  Proper  and  Metaphorical  Meaning 
of  Words ;  Analysis  of  Porteus*  Evidences  of  Christianity  ;  Logical 
Analysis  of  Cicero's  Oration — Pro  Milone  ;  Adam's  Antiquities. 

Charles  Ferguson,  New  Sneddon  St.  |  John  Macalaster,  Oakshaw  Street. 
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8KNI0&  QRECK  CLASS. 

Sir  D.  K.  Sandford's  Ezerdaea — Tait,  Moor,  Bntman,  and  Mattiii»*8 
Grammars — ^Extracts  from  the  Goepels  and  Anacreon,  Homer,  Hero- 
dotus, Theocritas  and  Xenophon — Exercises  on  the  different  dialects 
—Derivatives  and  Paronymons  Words — Potter's  Antiquities. 

Alex.  R.  Findlay,  New  Street.  |  Alex.  Fnllerton,  Oakshaw  Stie^ 

JUNIOR  GREEK  CLASS. 

Sir  D.  K.  Sandford's  Exercises — ^Tait,  Moore,  Bntman,  and  Mattiiic's 
Grammar— Extracts  from  the  Gospels  and  Anacreon,  with  Deriva- 
tives and  Paronymons  Words, 

Charles  Ferguson,    New  Sneddon  I  William  Graham,  High  Street. 
Street  | 

HISTORY  AND  GEOGRAPHY. 

FOURTH,   FIFTH,  AND  SIXTH  CLASSB. 

Robertson's  History  of  Scotland,  principal  events,  (with  caoses  and 
effects).  Geography  of  Europa  and  But^e — ^Britannica  and  Britain 
— ^Adam's  Geography. 

Alexander  Smith,  Barrhead.  |  Robert  Merryleee,  Galside. 

THIRD  GLASS. 

History  of  Eng^nd  (read  various  portions  of  Home  and  Smdlett^  Miller 
and  Blackstone,  principal  events  with  causes  and  effects)— Geography 
of  Europa  and  Europe-— Gallia  and  France — ^Adam's  Geography. 

Peter  Kerr,  New  Street  I  William  Maoalpine,  Gamphill. 

Lindsay  M'Kechnie,  Old  Smithhills.  | 

SECOND  CLASS. 

History  of  Rome,  Gibbon  and  Goldsmith,  principal  events  (with  causes 
and  effects) — Government  of  Rome,  compared  with  that  of  Britain — 
Geography  of  Italia  and  Italy — ^Adam's  Geography  and  Antiquities. 

William  Graham,  High  Street.  |  George  E.  Barr,  Underwood. 

FIRST  CLASS. 

History  of  Greece — GiUies,  principal  events  (with  causes  and  effiscts) — 
Gomparison  of  the  Gbvemments  of  Greece,  Rome,  and  ^itain — 
Potter's  Antiquities — Geography  of  Graecia  and  Turkey. 

Gharles  Fei^guson,  New  Sneddon  I  Alexander  R  Findlay,  New  Stroet 
Street.  | 

For  Excelling  in  Reading  Greek  and  Latin,  and  taming  fioj^iah  into 

lA\m  extempore, 

Charles  Ferguson,  New  Sneddon     Peter  Jack,  Storie  Streetw 

Street.  Alex.  R  Pollock,  GieenhilL 

GeoigeE.  Barr,  Underwood. 
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RECITATIONS. 

SKNIO&  CLASS. 

Alexander  R.  FiDdlay,  New  Street. 

JUNIOR  CLASS. 

John  Sharp,  St.  George's  Place. 
VACATION  EXERCISES. 

SENIOR. 

John  Macalaster,  Oakshaw  3treet 

JUNIOR. 

lindsay  Bi^Eechnie,  Old  SmithhiUs.  I  Peter  Maoiarlane,  Love  Street. 
Peter  Kerr,  New  Street  |  Robert  Merryleee,  Calaide. 

For  Ezerdses  on  Conversations  listened  to,  Lectures,  Outline  of  Sermons. 

Original  Essay. 

Robert  Patrick  Gibson,  High  Street 

For  a  Comparison  between  the  Goyemments  of  Greece,  Rome,  and  Britain, 

James  Carlile,  New  Sneddon  Street 

For  a  Logical  Analysis  of  sevenJ  Argamentative  Works, 

Robert  Orr,  Bank  Street 

Intelleotnal,  Moral,  and  ReUgions  Edacation.— For  a  well-regalated  Mind, 
John  Macalaster,  Oakshaw  Street 

GYMNASTICa 
Charles  Hook,  East  Indies.        |     Robert  Barclay,  Canal  Bank. 


October  SO,  18S5. 

Mr.  Livingstone,  Glasgow,  presented  John  Orr,  Underwood,  with  a 
Prize  for  translating  the  10th  chapter  of  the  Sixth  Book  of  CaBsar. 

Mr.  Stewart,  after  a  well-merited  compliment  to  Peter  Kerr,  New 

Street,  for  translating  English  into  Latin  of  the  story  of  Damon  and 

Pythias,  presented  him  with  a  copy  of  the  Rudiments  of  the  Greek 

Language. 
A  Prize  given  by  the  Hon.  Geo.  Groves  for  an  explanation  of  the  different 

meaning  of  various  words  on  the  principles  of  Association,  was 

gained  by  William  Graham,  High  Street 
Dr.  Bums  presented  a  copy  of  a  Greek  Testament,  from  the  Ministers  of 

the  Town,  to  the  best  scholar  in  the  Greek  Class,  to  William 

Buchanan,  Gause  Street 
A  Prize  for  an  examination  in  Latin  was  given  to  Robert  Meiryleas, 
Calside. 
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GREEK. 
\^lliain  Gralum,  High  Street  |     ^miiam  Bachanan,  Ganae  Btroet 

LATIN. 

FIRST  CLASS. 

WOliam  Bnchanaa,  Gaoze  Street.     |  WOliam  Graham,  High  Street 

SBCOND  CLASS. — (Ist  DivisioiL) 

Peter  Kerr,  New  Street  I  Lmdaay  M^echnie,  Old  Smithhilli. 

Peter  MTarlane,  Love  Street  | 

(2iidI>ivi8iozL) 

Robert  Merryleee,  Calaide.  t  John  Houston,  Moas  Street 

James  Menylees,  Galsid&  | 

THIBD  CLASS. 

John  Orr,  Underwood. 

FOXJBTH  CLASS. 

James  M'Arthnr,  St  James  Street.   1  George  M'Alpine,  CamphilL 
George  A.  Clark,  Gateside.  | 

FIPTH  CLASS. 

James  Drommond,  George  Street     |  William  Banks. 

SIXTH  CLASS. 

William  Allan,  Gaa8ey8id&  I  John  Shannon,  Oanseyside. 

William  Macalaster,  Oakshaw.         | 

SEVENTH  CLASS. 

Robert  Fulton,  Ganze  Street  t  Andrew  Leiper,  (Jateaide. 

George  Barclay,  Abbey  Close.  | 

EIGHTH  CLASS. 

Thomas  Mnir,  GreenhilL  |  William  GemmeD,  High  Street 

ANCIENT  AND  MODERN  GEOGRAPHY  AND  HISTORY 
—ANTIQUITIES. 

FIRST  CLASS. 

Alex.  R.  Pollock,  GreenhilL  I  William  Graham,  Kgh  Street 

William  Macalpine^  CamphilL  | 

SiSOOKD  CLASS. 

Peter  Kerr,  New  Street  I  Lindsay  M'Eechnie, Old  SmitUuQa. 

Peter  Macfarlane^  Love  Street         | 

THIRD  CLASS. 

Alexander  Smith,  Barshaw.  I  William  Peacock,  Ganseydde. 

Robert  Merrylees,  Calaide.  | 

FOURTH  CLASS. 

Geoige  A.  Clark,  Gateside.  I  James  MOiean,  High  Street. 

Andrew  Leiper,  Gatedde. 
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COMPOSITION— ENGLISH  AND  LATIN. 

FIRST  CLASS. 

William  Graliam,  Hkh  Street  I  Eobert  Leishman,  Oakahaw  Street. 

William  Buchanan,  Gauze  Street      | 

SfiCONl>  CLASS. 

William  Wylie,  Gaithland  Place.      I  John  Poison,  High  Street 
Allan  Glen,  Broomlands.  |  James  McLean,  Caledoilia  Street 

OUTLINES  OP  SERMONa 

John  Orr,  Underwood.  I  William  Graham,  High  Street 

James  Bums,  Oakahaw  Street  | 

EVIDBNCES  OP  CHRISTIANITY. 

William  Graham,  High  Street  I  William  Buchanan,  Ganse  Street 

Peter  Macfarlane,  Love  Street         |  Robert  Merzylees,  Calside. 

FOR  A  WELL-REGULATED  MIND. 

Robert  Leishman,  Oakshaw  Street    I  Peter  Kerr,  New  Street. 
Robert  Merrylees,  Calside.  | 

GYMNASTICS. 
John  Dow. 


tlsi  October,  18S6, 

ETYMOLOGY— LATIN  AND  ENGLISH. 

SIXTH  CLASS— (Ist  Division.) 

izeStret 
WiUiam  Reid,  High  Street 

(2nd  Division.) 


William  Ritchie^  Gauze  Street.         I  Robert  Bums,  CamphilL 


Robert  Rowat,  Wardrop  Street 
Andrew  Gibb,  Moss  Street 
John  Wilson,  Glen  Street 


William  Orr,  Underwood. 

Adam  M 'Arthur,  St  James  Street 


tarn  CLASS— (1st  Division.) 

Thomas  Risk,  Gateside.  I  Gavin  Carlile,  New  Sneddon. 

Charles  Wilson,  Smithhills.  | 

(2nd  Division.) 
Daniel  Mitchell,  Cause7Bid&  |  James  Brewster,  Hillhead. 

LITERATURE— LATIN  AND  ENGLISH. 
4th  CLASS.  —(1st  Division.) 


Alexander  Wallace,  King  Street 
Alexander  Gibb,  Moss  Street. 
John  Mair,  Glen  Street 


John  Cameron,  Causeyside. 
John  Hart,  High  Street 
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(2iid  DiviflioxL) 

James  Fulton,  Moss  Street.  I  Andrew  Ldper,  Gaietide. 

Alexander  Leiper,  Gateside.  | 

THIRD  GLA8R. 

William  Allan,  Ganseyside.  I  l^lliam  Macalaater,  Lyladaiid. 

Jamee  Dnimmond,  George  Street.     |  John  PolBon,  High  Streets 

SEOOin)  CLASS. 

John  Gunningham,  High  Street       I  John  Orr,  Underwood. 
James  M'ArUiar,  St.  James'  Street  |  George  A.  Obrk,  Gateside. 

FiBST  CLASS. — (Latin). 

Peter  Kerr,  New  Street  I  Robert  Memrleoe,  Galaide. 

John  Pulton,  Gotten  Street  Lindsay  M'Kechnie,  Old  SmithhiDa. 

Alex.  Thomson,  Garthland  Place,     j  James  Merrylees,  Galaide. 

(Greek.) 


John  Smart  Gaa8ey8id& 
Alexander  Smith,  Barshaw. 
Peter  Kerr,  New  Street 
Bobert  Merrylees,  Galside. 
John  Fulton,  Gotten  Street 


Lindsay  M'Eeohnie,  Old  RwwAiiau 
James  Merrylees,  Gklside. 
Alex.  Thomson,  Garthland  Place. 
John  Smart,  Ganseyside. 


HISTORY— ANGIKNT  AND  MODERN. 

TOURTH  CLASS. 

Andrew  Ledper,  Gateside.  I  Robert  Bums,  GamphilL 

Alexander  Gibb,  Moss  Street  | 

THIBD  CLASS. 

John  Poison,  High  Street  I  William  Maoalaster,  Lyfedaad. 

William  Allan,  uauseyside.  | 

SICOKD  CLASS. 

John  Gunningham,  High  Street       |  George  A.  Glark,  Gateside. 
James  M*Ar&ur,  St  James'  Stroet 


FIRST  CLASS. 

IRoberl 
John  Fulton,  Gotten  Street  |  Lindsay  M  '^eohnie,  Old  SmithKnia 


Peter  Kerr,  New  Street  1  Robert  Merrylees,  Galside. 

-        -  i'Kec 


GEOGRAPHY— ANCIENT  AND  MODERN. 


THIRD  CLASS. 
t 

William  Reid,  High  Street 


Robert  Rowatt,_Wardrop  Street      I  Gharles  l^lson,  Smithhills. 


SECOND   CLASS. 

■eet        I  Georgi 
James  M 'Arthur,  St.  James  Street  |  John  Rice,  High  Street 


John  Cunningham,  High  Street        I  George  A.  Clark,  Gateside. 
M'ArSur,  St.fi«]      ~       -    i  -  -     -       —  -~ 
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Bobert  Merrylees,  Calside. 
John  Fulton,  Ganze  Street. 


APFBMDIX.  507 


FIRMT  cLAaa, 

Lindsay  M  *Eechnie,  Old  Smithhills. 
Alex.  ThomBon,  Garthland  Place. 


COMPOSITION  AND  CRITICISM. 


Alex.  Wallace,  King  Street 
John  Cunningham,  High  Street 
Peter  Kerr,  New  Street 
John  Fultooi,  Cotton  Street 


Robert  Merrylees,  Calside. 
John  Poison,  High  Street 
Wm.  Allan,  Causeyside. 


GYMNASTICS. 

Robert  Merrylees,  Calside.  |  John  M 'Gibbon,  High  Street 

ANALYSIS  OF  SERMONS. 

James  Henderson,  linwood.  I  John  Sharp,  St  George's  Place. 

James  Mnir,  Greenhill.  | 

ANTIQUITIES. 


Peter  Kerr,  New  Street 
Robert  Merrylees,  Calside. 
James  M'ArUiur,  St  James  Street. 


John  Poison,  High  Street. 
Henry  Drommond,  Georse  Street 
George  A.  Clark,  Gateside. 


FOR  A  WELL  REGULATED  MIND. 

Alex.  Wallace,  King  Street.  I  James  Merrylees,  Calside. 

James  Dnunmond,  Causeyside.         | 

FOR  PROMOTING  THE  INTELLECTUAL  AND  MORAL  IM- 
PROVEMENT OF  THE  JUNIOR  PUPILS. 

John  Wamock,  High  Street  |  Alex.  Thomson,  Garthland  Place. 

EVIDENCES  OF  CHRISTIANITY. 

Peter  Kerr,  New  Street  I  James  Moir,  Greenhill. 

Robert  Merrylees,  Calside.  James  M*Arthnr,  St  James  Street. 

James  Merrylees,  Calside.  I  John  Poison,  High  Street 


iSrth  October,  18S7, 
LATIN. 

KIOHTH  CLASS. 

Andrew  Risk,  Bums  Place. 

SKVJENTU  CLASS. 


Wm.  Orr,  Underwood.  I  James  Brewster,  HiUhead. 

Archibald  Weir,  Gauze  Street         | 

SIXTH  CLASS. 

Thomas  Rowat,  Wardrop  Street 
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FIFTH  CLASS. 

John  Scott,  Gauze  Street.  |  David  Mitchell,  Gaaseynde. 

FOURTH  CLASS. 

Thomas  Risk,  Bums  Place.  I  Robert  Macnair,  Abbey  Bfame. 


t>t}eyA 
phiL 


William  Reid,  High  Street.  |  Robert  Bums,  Camphi 

THIBD  CLASS. 

Thomas  Moir,  GreenhilL 
LATIN  AND  GREEK. 

SECOND  CLASS. 

Jimies  Muir,  GreenhilL  I  William  Fraser,  George  Street. 

mUiam  Allan,  Caoseyside.  | 

FIBST  CLASS. 

Alexander  Smith,  Barshaw.  |  James  Menylees,  Calside. 

HISTORY  IN  CONNECTION  WITH  GEOGRAPHY  AND  CHRO 
NOLOGY,  AND  GRECIAN  AND  ROMAN  ANTIQUITIES. 


FtBST  CLASS. 


Robert  Rowat,  Wardrop  Street.  ^ 
James  Porter,  Wardrop  Street. 
William  Ritchie,  Gauze  Street. 


Thomas  Callender,  Niddry  Street 
John  Wilson,  Glen  Street 


SECOND  CLASS. 


Alexander  Gibb,  Cross.  I  Charles  Wilson,  Abbey  Street 

John  Poison,  Wellmeadow.  | 

THIBD  CLASS. 

Alexander  Smith,  Barshaw.  I  John  Cameron,  Canseyside. 

Geoige  A.  Clark,  Gateside.  | 

LOGICAL  ANALYSIS  OF  ARGUMENTATTTB  WORKS- 
John  Orr,  Underwood. 

EVIDENCES  OF  CHRISTIANITY  AND  SERMONS. 
James  Menylees,  Calsida  I  Alexander  Gibb^  Cross. 


James  Mnir,  GreenhilL  |  Robert  Rowat,  Wardrop  Street 

The  following  Students  are  honourably  mentioned  : — 


John  Fulton,  Cotton  Street. 
John  Mackie,  Love  Street 
Robert  Gibson,  High  Street 
Robert  TumbuU,  Broomlands. 
John  Dougall,  Underwood. 


Alexander  Leiper,  Gateside. 
ThoBias  Adam,  Middleton. 
William  Graham,  St  James  Street 
David  Campbell,  High  Street 
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!fnd  November,  1838. 


LATIN  AND  GREEK. 


John  Cameron,  New  Street 
William  Fraaer,  Canal  Street 


FIRST  GLASS. 

I  J.  Rice,  BroomlandB. 


SBOONB  CLASS. 


William  Reid,  High  Street 
Thomas  Risk,  Gateaide. 


Robert  Macnair,  Abbey  Manse. 

~  ►hm. 


John  DonCTll,  Underwood. 
Thomas  Moir,  GreenhilL 


Andrew  Risk,  Gateeide. 
A.  Weir,  Gaue  Street 
D.  Campbell,  Queen  Street 


J.  Thomson,  Caoseyside. 
J.  Miller,  Lenend. 
W.  Holms,  Lonend. 


Robert  Boms,  Camp] 

THIRD  CLASS. 


Thomas  Rowat,  Wardrop  Street. 
James  M 'Arthur,  Causey  side. 


LATIN. 

FOURTH  CLASS. 

R  Tumbull,  Broomlands. 
W.  Jamieson,  Garthland  Place. 
J.  Graham,  St.  James  Street. 

FIFTH  CLASS. 

H.  Fletcher,  High  Street 
J.  Caldwell,  Nefion  Street 


SIXTH  CLASS. 

R  Farquharson,  St  James  Place. 
R  Wilson,  Glen  Street 


T.  Graham,  Hiffh  Street 
J.  Rowat,  Wamrop  Street 
J.  Gibb,  Moss  Street 

ANCIENT  HISTORY.  GEOGRAPHY,  GRECIAN  AND  ROMAN 
ANTIQUITIES. 


R  Tumbull,  Broomlands  Street 

J.  Love,  HallhiU. 

W.  Macintosh,  Wilson  Street 


J.  Rice,  Broomlands  Street 
W.  Reid,  ffitfh  Street 
J.  Rowat,  Wardrop  Street 
D.  Mitchell,  Causeyside. 

EVIDENCES  OP  CHRISTIANITY. 

R  Bums  and  Woi.  Patrick  Gibson,  I  A.  Robertson,  Wardrop  Street 

Hi^  Street  William  Orr,  Underwood. 

A.  Synungton,  Back  Sneddon.  | 


25th  October,  ISU- 


A  copy  of  Middleton's  "Life  of  Cicero"  was  presented  to  Alex. 

Walker,  Maxwelton,  as  being  the  most  advanced  scholar. 

o  3 
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SSth  June,  1846, 
LATIN. 

HBST  CLASS. 

1.  John  Langmuir,  Newtown.  I  3.  James  Coats,  Woodside. 

2.  James  Baldenton,  SeedhilL  | 

SBCOITD  CLASS. 

1.  Allan  Coats,  William  Street.         |  2.  John  Bninton,  ChorchhilL 

THISD  CLASS. 

1.  James  M<Arthar,  QallowhUL        |  2.  Robert  Boyd,  Canaeyside. 

TOUBTH  CLASS. 

1.  Thomas  Adam,  New  Sneddon.      |  2.  Alexander  Reid,  Castlehead. 

GREEK. 

riBST  CLASa 

1.  Thomas  Adam,  New  Sneddon.       |  2.  Archibald  Gardner,  Johnstone. 

SECOND  CLASS. 

1.  Robert  Anderson,  Bushmill. 

ENGLISH  COMPOSITION. 

Matthew  Wilson,  St  James  Street 

GEOGRAPHY. 

1.  George  Graham,  High  Street        |  2.  William  Gilchrist,  Lonend. 

Special  Prize  to  James  M'Eenzie,  son  of  the  Rev.  J.  M'Kensie,  Jail 
Chaplain,  for  great  proficiency,  considering  his  age. 


g4th  June,  1847, 

The  Prize  for  the  most  advanced  scholar  given  by  Mr.  Stewart  to 

Robert  Anderson,  Boshmills. 

FOR  PRE-EMINENCE  tS  LATIN  AND  GREEK. 


Thomas  Crawford,  Glen  Lane. 
John  Langmuir,  Newtown. 
John  Anderson,  Bushmills. 
James  M 'Arthur,  GallowhilL 
Allan  Coats,  William  Street 
J<^m  Brunton,  Churchhill. 


James  Bslderstone,  SeedhilL 
William  Murray,  Gilmour  Steeet 
John  Greenlees,  High  Street 
John  Murray,  Gilmour  Street 
James  H.  Dunn,  High  Street 
WiUiam  Muir,  New  Sneddon. 


FOR  EXCELLENCE  IN  GREEK. 

James  Donald,  Johnstone.  I  Robert  L.  Henderson,  East   Buch- 

I      anan  Street. 

FOR  THE  BEST  EXECUTION  OF  MAPS. 
James  Clark,  Chapel.  |  Thomas  Gent'^s,  New  Street 
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FOR  EXCELLENCE  IN  ENGLISH  EXERCISES. 
James  Muir,  CarriagehilL  |  William  J.  Gilchrist,  Lonend. 

For  the  best  Essay  on  "The  Foundation  of  Rome," — a  Prize  given  by  Mr. 
Clark,— adjudged  to  William  J.  Gilchrist,  Lonend. 


7ih  July,  1848, 
LATIN. 


FIRST  CLASS. 


1.  Andrew  Moody,  Stone  Street. 

2.  Kenneth  Brown,  Egypt  Park. 

3.  Nathan  Brand,  Barahaw. 

4.  Alexander  Clark,  Gateside. 


6.  Duncan  Mlntyre,  Colinslie. 

6.  David  Ritchie,  Gaoce  Street. 

7.  James  Wilson,  Causeyside. 


SECOND  CLASS. 

1.  William  Mnir,  High  Street.  I  3.  John  Greenlees,  High  Street 

2.  John  Mniray,  Gilmoor  Street.      | 

THIBD  CLASS. 

1.  Andrew  Clark,  Newtown.  |  2.  John  Hunter,  Oakshaw. 

FOUBTH  CLASS. 

1.  Allan  Coats,  William  Street.         |  2.  John  Brunton,  Chnrchhill. 
FIFTH  CLASS— (Old  Scholars*  Prize). 
John  Langmuir,  Newtown. 

GREEK. 

FIBST  CLASS. 

James  Balderston,  Seedhills. 
siooND  CLASS— (Old  Scholars'  Prize). 

1.  Thomas  Crawford,  Glen  Lane.      I  3.  Robert  L.  Henderson,  East 

2.  John  Langmuir,  Newtown.  |         Buchanan  Street. 

FRENCH  CLASS. 

John  Watson,  High  Street. 

FOR  THE  BEST  ENGLISH  EXERCISES  DURING  THE  YEAR. 

Robert  Wright  Highat,  son  of  Captain  Highat. 

Prize  given  by  Mr.  Stewart  for  an  Essay  on  **  The  Study  of  History  :  its 

Pleasures  and  Advantages." 

John  Stewart  Templeton,  Glasgow. 

PRIZE  FOR  THE  BEST  MAPS. 
John  Anderson,  Bushmills. 


teth  October,  1849, 

Mr.  A.  R.  Pollock,  Greenhill,  delivered  the  Old  Scholars*  Prizes  to  the 
following  Pupils : — 

LATIN  CLASS. 
Allan  Coats,  William  Street  I  Andrew  Orr,  High  Street 


WUliam  Muir,  High  Street  |  John  Hunter,  School  Wynd. 
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GREEK  CLASS. 
John  Bnmton,  CharchhiU.  |  John  Momy,  Gilmonr  Straei 

LATIN. 

FIBST  CLASS. 

1.  Robert  Stewarfci  CMueyside.  |  2.  James  T.  M.  Smith,  Gateuda. 

SECOND  CLASS. 


1.  Andrew  Moody,  Storie  Street. 

2.  Nathaniel  Brand,  Barshaw. 

3.  David  Ritchie,  Gfaoze  Street. 


4.  Alexander  Clark,  GatesidA. 

5.  Robert  Diok^  Oakahaw. 

6.  Kenneth  Brown,  E^grpt  Park. 


THIBD  CLASS. 

1.  John  Murray,  Gilmoar  Street.      I  3.  Jamea  H.  Donn,  High  Street. 

2.  John  Greenlees,  High  Street.        | 

FOUBTH  CLASS. 

1 .  James  C.  Balderston,  SeedhillB.    |  John  James  GemmeQ,  Caledonia  St. 

GREEK  CLASS. 

1.  Andrew  Moody,  Storie  Street      |  3.  John  Greenlees,  High  Street 

2.  David  Ritchie,  Newtown.-  | 

TRSHOH  CLASS. 

Nathaniel  Brand,  Barshaw. 
Prizes  for  Ezoelling  in  Geography,  History,  and  Antiquities. 

1.  David  Telfer,  New  Smithhills.      1  3.  John  Greenless,  High  Street 

2.  Ronald  M'Donald,  George  Street  |  4.  James  H.  Donn,  H^  Street 

Prize  given  by  Mr.  Stewart  for  an  Essay  on  ''The  Progress  of  Pudey 

as  a  Mannfactnring  Town." 

James  H.  Dunn,  High  Street 


t^nd  October,  1852, 
LATIN  AND  GREEK. 

fllTH  CLASS. 

The  Barrie  Medal- 


Andrew  Orr,  High  Street 
1.  Andrew  Moody,  Storie  Street      |  2.  Thomas  Amot  Eaglesham,  High 

Street 


FOURTH  CLASS. 


1 .  David  Ritchie,  Gauze  Street         |  3.  James  F.  M.  Smith,  GatMide. 

2.  Alex.  Bryson,  Barrhead. 


1.  Samuel  Dunn,  GreenhilL 

2.  Robert  Brown   Symington,    St 

James'  Street 


THIRD  CLASS. 

3.  Robert  Greenlees,  High  Street. 
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SBCOND  CLASS. 


1.  Donald  Smith  Bnmton,  Church- 

hilL 

2.  John  M'lntyre,  Colinalie. 

3.  John  Boss  McGregor,  Lonend« 


4.  John  M 'Isaac,  Stone  Street. 

5.  William  Simm,  Williamsbni^lL 

6.  John  Campbell,  New  Sneddon 

Street 


FIRST  CLASS. 


1.  John  Urie,  New  Sneddon  Street.  |  4.  Robert  Lamb,  Gateside. 

2.  Thomas  Greenlees,  High  Street.   I  5.  William  Gallowav,  Oakshaw. 

3.  Alexander  King,  Lonend.  |  6.  John  Boyd,  Oakshaw. 


For  a  Copy  of  30  Weekly  Exercises  fairly  written  out,  and  a  Journal  of 
the  Vacation. 


1.  Andrew  Moody,  Storie  Street— 

Mr.  M'Intyre's  Prize. 

2.  John  M'ln^^  Colinslee. 

3.  John  Boss  M'Gregor,  Lonend. 

4.  D.  S.  Bmnton,  Chnrchhill. 
6.  John  M  'Isaac,  Storie  Street 

6.  Walter  King,  Moss  Street. 

7.  Henry  Aitken,  Falkirk. 

8.  John  Lochhead,  Caledonia  St. 


9.  Samuel  Dunn,  GreeohilL 

10.  John  Campbell,  New  Sneddon. 

11.  Matthew  Muir,  GreenhUl. 

12.  Thomas  Eaglesim,  High  Street 

13.  William  Graham,  High  Street 

14.  Daniel  M'Kinlav,  Smithhills. 

15.  James  A.    Caliender,    Thread 
Street. 

16.  George  Houston,  Oakshaw. 


1.  James  T.  M.  Smith,  Gateside. 

2.  Bobert  Greenlees,  Cartvale. 


n9t  October,  185S. 
LATIN  AND  GBEEK. 

riTTH  GLASS. 

The  Barrie  Medal— 
Thomas  Amot  F<aglesim,  High  Street 

I  3.  James  Nisbet,  Barshaw  Cottage. 


VOUBTH  CLASS. 


1.  John  M'Ininrre,  CoUinslie. 

2.  John  Boss  M'Gregor,  Lonend. 


13.   R.  R   Symington,  St   James' 
Street 


THIRD  CLASS. 


1.  Donald  S.  Brunton,  ChurchluU.    I  3.  John  Campbell,  New  Sneddon 

2.  John  M'Isaac,  Storie  Street  Street 

I  4.  William  Simm,  Williamsburgh. 


SBCOND  CLASS. 


1.  Thomas  Greenlees,  Oakshaw. 

2.  John  Urie,  Old  Sneddon. 

3.  Alexander  King,  Lonend. 


4.  John  Boyd,  Oakshaw. 

5.  William  €kUlo'way,  Oakahan 
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FIBST  CLASS. 


1.  James  Hay,  Canal  Street 

2.  Archd.  Graham,  SauceL 

3.  Archd.  Pinkerton,  Newtown. 


4.  Colin  Misaac,  Stone  Stre^ 

5.  Alexander  Miller,  Oakahaw. 

6.  Thomas  Weir,  Williamsboi^ 


For  English  Exercises,  being  a  Revised  Copy  of  thirty  of  the  ordinary 
exercises,  and  a  Jonmal  of  the  Vacation. 


1.  John  R.  McGregor,  Lonend. 

2.  James  Hay,  Canal  Street. 

3.  R.    R   Sypiington,  St.  James' 

Street. 

4.  John  M 'Isaac,  Storie  Street 

5.  D.  S.  Bninton,  ChorohhilL 


6.  John  Campbell*  New  Sneddon. 

7.  Walter  Kmg,  Moss  Street 

8.  Alexander  King,  Lonend. 

9.  Henry  Aitken,  Falkirk. 

10.    Robert  Pringle  Russell,  Gleo 
Street 


27th  October,  18$ J^ 

Barrie  Medal — 
James  F.  M.  Smith,  Gateside. 

LATIN  AND  GREEK. 

FIJTH  CLASS. 


1.  John  R.  M'Gregor,  Lonend. 

2.  John  M'Intyre,  Colinalie. 


I  3.  R    B.   Symington,    St   James* 
Street 


FOURTH  CLASS. 


1.  Donald  S.  Bmnton,  CharchhiU. 

2.  John  M 'Isaac.  Storie  Street. 

3.  John  Campbell,  New  Sneddon. 


4.  John  Lochhead,  Caledonia  St 

5.  Hugh  B.  Barclay,  Canal  Bank. 


THIRD  CLASS. 


1.  Alexander  King,  Lonend. 

2.  John  Urie,  Old  Sneddon. 


I  3.  John  Boyd,  Oakshaw. 

I  4.  William  Yoang,  Fall  wood. 


SBCOND  CLASS. 


1.  Archibald  Gardner,  Johnstone. 

2.  Archd  Pinkerton,  Newtown. 

3.  Colin  M 'Isaac,  Storie  Street 


4.  Alexander  Millar,  Oakshaw. 

5.  John  Brown,  Underwood  Park. 

6.  John  Barbour,  CamphUL 


FIRST  CLASS. 


L  William  Clark,  Gateside. 

2.  James  Craw,  Caledonia  Street 

3.  John  Hart  Love  Street 


4.  Archibald  Craig,  Gateside. 

5.  William  Lamb,  Gateside. 
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SOth  October,  1855. 
LATIN  AND  GREEK. 

TUTH  CLASS. 

The  Barrie  Medid— 

Bobert  Brown  SymiDgton. 

1.  Donald  Smith  Bronton,  Church- 1  2.  John  M 'Isaac,  Storie  Street 
hill.  I  • 

irOURTH  CLASS. 

1.  John  Urie,  Old  Sneddon  Street.    I  3.  Arohd.  Pinkerton,  Newtown. 

2.  John  Boyd,  Oakahaw.  | 

LATIN. 

THIBD  CLASS. 

1.  Colin  Mlaaao,  Storie  Street         |  2.  Archd.  Gardner,  Johnstone. 

LATIN. 

SBCOyD  CLASS. 

1.  William  Clark,  Gatende.  |  3.  Archibald  Craig,  Gateeide. 

2.  James  Craw,  Caledonia  Street      | 

LATIN,-  &c. 

iriBST  CLASS. 


1.  James  Barclay,  Canal  Bank. 

2.  Donald  Campoell,  New  Sneddon 

Street 
a  James  B.  M'lsaac,  Storie  Street 


4.  William  G.  A.  Smith,  Gateside. 

5.  Robert  Young,  Fullwood. 

6.  Matthew   Lochhead,  Caledonia 

Street 


MATHEMATICS. 

SSCOND  CLASS. 

1.  John  Lochhead,  Caledonia  St '     |  2.  Joseph  Lochhead,  Caledonia  St 

FIBST  CLASS. 

1.  John  R.  Macgregor,  Lonend.         I  3.  William  Young,  Fullwood. 

2.  R.  B.  Symington,  St  Jamee'  St    | 

ARITHMETIC. 
Wilson  Bell,  Renfrew. 

WRITING. 

Henry  Aitken,  Falkirk. 

For  the  best  Latin  Verses.      Subject — "Autumnus."     Mr.    Phillips' 

Prize. 
John  M 'Isaac,  Storie  Street 

EXERCISES  AND  JOURNALS. 


1.  John  Mintyre,  Colinslie. 

2.  R  B.  Symington,  St  James*  St 

3.  John  M 'Isaac,  Storie  Street 

4.  Donald  S.  Brunton,  Churchbill. 

5.  Walter  King,  Moss  Street 

6.  Alexander  King,  Lonend. 


7.  John  Campbell,  New  Sneddon 

Street 

8.  R.  P.  Russell,  Glen  Street 

9.  John  Barbour,  CamphilL 

10.  John  Boyd,  Oakahaw. 

11.  Colin  M 'Isaac,  Storie  Street 

12.  John  Brown,  Underwood  Park. 
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SPECIAL  PRIZES. 


1.  John  Campbell,   New  Sneddon  i  3.  Walter  King,  Moss  Street 

Street  4.  Robert  Barday,  Canal  Bank. 

2.  Hugh  B.  Barclay,  Canal  Bank.     | 

FOR  JOURNALS  AND  EXEBCTSES. 


1.  John  M  Isaac,  Colinslie. 

2.  Walter  King,  Moss  Street 

3.  Colin  M'Isaac,  Storie  Street 

4.  William  Younff,  FoUwood. 

5.  John  Brown,  Underwood  Park. 


6.  John  Campbell,  New  Sneddcm  St 

7.  Joseph  Lochhead,  Caledonia  St 

8.  Robert  P.  Russell,  Glen  Street 

9.  George  Read,  SanceL 


FOR  MAPS. 
William  Wilson,  Glen  Street 

Ex-ProToet  Phillips'  Prize  for  the  best  Latin  Poem.    Subject—"  Ver.' 
John  Urie,  Old  Sneddon  Street 


eeth  October,  1856. 
LATIN  AND  GREEK. 

FIITH  CLASS. 

The  Barrie  Medal- 
John  Boyd,  Oakshaw. 

1.  William  Young,  Fullwood.  3.  John  M'Donald,  Calcutta. 

2.  Robert  P.  Russell,  Glen  Street    | 

LATIN  AND  GREEK. 

FOURTH  CLASS. 

1.  Colin  Mlsaac,  Storie  Street         I  3.  William  Gardner,  GreenhilL 

2.  Robert  H.  Dunn,  Greenhill.  |  4.  Duncan  Love,  Campbdton. 

LATIN. 

THIRD  CLASS. 

1.  William  Clark,  Gateside.  |  2.  James  Craw,  Caledonia  Street 

LATIN,  &C. 

SECOND  CLASS. 

1.  James  Barclay,  Canal  Bank.         |  3.  James  B.  M'Isaac,  Storie  Street 

2.  Donald  Campbell,  New  Sneddon    4.  Robert  Young,  Fullwood. 

Street.  I  5.  Alex.  Graham,  SauceL 

LATIN,  &c. 

FIRST  CLASS. 


1.  William  Faulds,  Abbey  Street. 

2.  John  M'Kean,  Causey  side. 

3.  James  M'Calinan,  Hamilton  St 


4.  Andrew  Barclay. 

5.  John  Paton,  Orr  Square. 

6.  John  Hodgart,  Renfrew  Road. 


Ex-ProToet  Phillips*  Prize  for  a  Latin  Poem.    Subject—**  Hyems." 

Colin  M 'Isaac,  Storie  Street 

ARITHMETIC. 

1.  William  Reid,  ChapelhilL  I  3.  William  Faulds,  Abbey  Street 

2.  John  Hodguii,  Renfrew  Road.      |  4.  William  Clark,  Gateside. 
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GEOMETRY. 

FIB8T  CLASS. 

William  Young,  Follwood. 

8E00KD  CLASS. 

1.  Colin  Mlsaao,  Storie  Street         |  2.  Jaa.  Craw,  Caledonia  Street 

WRITING. 
William  Young,  Follwood.  |  John  Paton,  Orr  Square. 

EXERCISES  AND  JOURNALS. 


Colin  Mlsaao,  Storie  Street 
John  R.  Macdonald,  Calcutta. 
John  Rennison,  Thread  Street 
John  Smith,  High  Street. 
James  Barday,  Canal  Bank. 


James  B.  Misaac,  Storie  Street. 
Donald  Campbell,  New  Sneddon  St 
Matthew  Loohhead,  Caledonia  St 
Wm.  L.  Symington,  St  Jamea*  St 
John  M 'Queen,  Glen  Street 


t7th  October^  1867. 
LATIN  AND  GREEK. 

WOTH  CLASS. 

The  Barrie  Medal- 
Colin  M'laaac,  Storie  Street 
1.  Robert  H.  Dunn,  GreenhilL  |  2.  \^^lliam  Gardner,  GreenhilL 

LATIN  AND  GREEK. 

FOUBTH  CLASS. 

1.  John  McDonald,  Calcutta.  I  3.  John  Renniaon,  Thread  Street 

2.  James  Patrick,  Underwood.  1 4.  Henry  Williamson,  Loehwinnoch. 

LATIN,  &0. 

THIBD  CLASS. 

1.  James  Barclay,  Canal  Bank.         I  3.  James  B.  M 'Isaac,  Storie  Street 

2.  Donald  Campbell,  New  Sneddon    4.  John  Kirkwood,  Fullwood. 

Street  5.  Matthew  Lochhead,  Caledonia 

'         Street 

LATIN. 

SECOND  CLASS. 


1.  William  Faulds,  Abbey  Street 

2.  John  M'Kean,  Canseyside. 

3.  John  Paton,  On*  Square. 


4.  John  Reid,  Chapelhill 

5.  James  Maoalister,  CaLslde. 


LATIN,  Ac. 

FIRST  CLASS. 


1.  John  Young,  Fullwood. 

2.  Alexander  CampbelL 

3.  Daniel  Muir,  Charleston. 


4.  Walter  Kirkwood,  Fullwood. 

5.  Robert  Kerr  Holms,  Brabloch. 

6.  James  Barr  Lamb,  Underwood. 


Ex-ProTOst  Phillip's  Prize  for  a  Latin  Poem.    Subject—' '  Pax. " 

Colin  M'Isaac,  Storie  Street 

p  3 
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97th  October,  1858. 
LATIN  AND  GREEK. 

TOUBTH  GLASS. 

The  Bftrrie  Medal— 
James  BaroUy,  Canal  Bank. 

1.  Donald  Campbell,  New  Sneddon  i  Z.  John  Kirkwood,  Follwood. 

Street  1 4.  William  G.  A.  Smith,  Gateaide. 

2.  James  B.  Mlsaac,  Stone  Street  | 

LATIN  AND  GREEK. 

THIRD  OUkSS. 

1.  Wmiam  Foalds,  Abbey  Street!   I  4*  Jo^  Paton,  Orr  Square. 

2.  John  M'Kean,  Canseyside.  I  5.  John  Young,  Follwood. 
&  David  Moir,  Charleston.  | 

LATIN,  fta 

8B00ND  CLASS. 

1.  Robert  Kerr  Holms,  Brablooh.      |  3.  Walter  Kirkwood,  Follwood. 

2.  Robert  Blair,  Geoige  Street         |  4.  James  B.  Lamb,  Underwood. 

LATIN,  &c 

FIBST  CLASS. 


1.  Robert  Kinff,  Lonend. 

2.  Robert  MadLenzie,  West  March. 

3.  James  Brisht    Brown,   Under- 

wood Park. 


4.  Hogh  Hamilton,  Thread  Street 

5.  James  Millar,  Oakshaw. 

6.  James  Anderson,  Love  Street 

7.  Geoxge  Mackenzie,  West  March. 


Provost  Brown's  Silver  Medal  for  a  Model  in  Wood  of  Cffisar's  bridge 

over  the  Rhine. 

1.  Robert  Blair,  €^rge  Street         |  2.  Robert  Mackenzie,  West  March. 

The  model,  for  which  the  first  prize  was  given,  was  deposited  in  the 
Moseom  of  tiie  Philosophical  Institotion,  Paisley. 


Seth  October,  1859. 
The  Banie  Medal- 
James  R  M  Isaac,  Stone  Street 

•  LATIN  AND  GREEK. 

TOUBTH  CLASS. 


X.  William  Foolds,  Abbey  Street 

2.  John  M'Kean,  Caoseyside. 

3.  John  Paton,  Orr  Sqoare. 


4.  Donald  C.  Love,  Campbelton. 

5.  John  Yoong,  Follwood. 


LATIN,  &c 

THIRD  CLASS. 

1.  Robert  K.  Holms,  Brabloch.         I  a  L.  W.  Rennison,  Thread  Street 

2.  Robert  Blair,  George  Street  |  4.  Thomas  Black,  Falkirk. 

LATIN.  &c 

SECOND  CLASS. 

1.  George  Mackenzie,  West  March.  I  3.  William  White. 


2.  James  MiUar,  Berwick.  |  4.  David  Dunn,  GreenhilL 
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LATIN,  &o. 

FIBST0LA8S. 


1.  Wmiam  B.  Speirs,  Calside. 

2.  Isa.  M.  Bninton,  Church  HiU. 

3.  Robert  Walker,  Stanley. 

4.  William  T.  Baird. 


5.  James  Paton,  Orr's  Square. 

6.  Walter  Nicol,  Love  Street. 

7.  Kobert  Phillips,  Crossflat. 


JOURNALS,  &a 


1.  Arthur    0.    Henderson,     High 

Street. 

2.  William  Reid,  Chapel  HilL 
a  Robert  K.  Hohns,  Brabloch. 


4.  Robert  Blair,  George  Street 

5.  Donald  C.  Love,  Campbelton. 

6.  John  M'Kean,  Causeyside. 

7.  John  Beid,  Chapel  HilL 

For  the  best  collection  of  Oeological  Specimens— Robert  (Calloway, 
Oakshaw. 

For  Botanical  Specimens— Robert  Blair,  George  Street. 

For  a  Metrical  Translation  of  the  first  Satire  of  Horace— Matthew 
Robertson,  New  Street 


Slst  October,  1860. 
LATIN  AND  GREEK. 

FIFTH  CLASS. 

The  Barrie  Medal- 
William  A.  G.  Smith,  Gatedde. 
1.  Robert  Galloway,  Oakshaw.         |  2.  William  Reid,  Chapel  Hill. 
LATIN  AND  GREEK. 

FOUBTH  GLASS. 

1.  Alexander  Lochhead,  Caledonia  t  2.  Robert  Pollock. 
Street  | 

LATIN,  &c 

THIBD  CLASS. 

1.  James  Millar,  Berwick.  I  3.  Alexander  Cochran,  Sneddon. 

2.  Robert  Macalister,  Calside.  | 

LATIN,  &c 

SECOND  CLASS. 

1.  William  B.  Speirs,  Calside.  I  4.  James  Paton,  Orr  Sqoare. 

2.  Wm.  T.  Bird,  County  Buildings.    5.  Robert  Phillips,  Crossflat 
a  Robert  Walker,  Stanley.  |  6.  Walter  Nicol,  Love  Street 

LATIN,  &C. 

FIBST  CLASS. 


1.  Thomas  Bnmton,  Church  HilL 

2.  James  Millar,  Oakshaw. 

3.  James   Bright    Brown,    Under- 

wood Park. 

4.  James  W.  Greenlees,  Oakshaw. 


6.  Wm  Craw,  Caledonia  Street 

7.  Wm.  Abercrombie,  Oakshaw. 

8.  Harry  Blair,  George  Sibreet 

9.  Thos.  J.  Dumayne,  Bombay. 
10.  Andw.  Balderston,  High  Street 


Special  Prize  for  Rapid  Progress  in  Latin  and  Greek. 
John  Craig,  Houston. 
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teOi  OcUfber,  1861. 
LATIN  AND  GREEK. 

FOUBTH  OLABS. 

The  Bairie  Medal- 
Robert  Walker,  Stanley.  It!Vi„^1 
Wm.  T.  Bird,  County  BuildingB.  f*^"*** 

1.  James  Paton,  Orr  Sqoare.  |  2.  Robert  Phillipa^  Croaflat 

LATIN,  &C. 

THIR]>  CLASS. 

1.  Geoige  M*Kenzie,  West  March.   |  Z.  Alexander  Codiran,  Sneddon. 
2  James    Millar,    New    Sneddon    4.  Robert  Walker,  Abertxnn  8tre«t 
Street  | 

LATIN,  &C. 

SBOOITD  CLASS. 

1.  Thomas  Bnmton,  Ohnrch  HilL     I  4.  Wm  Aberorombie,  Oakahaw. 


2.  James  Millar,  Oi^shaw.  I  5.  Robert  Brown,  XJziderwood  Park. 

3.  James  W.  Greenlees,  Oakshaw.    I  e.  Hany  Blair,  Qeoige  Street 

LATIN,  &a 

nBST  CLASS. 


1.  Doncan    M'Gragor     Campbell, 

New  Sneddon  Street. 

2.  Peter  Pollock,  Riocartsbar. 


3.  Huffh  M*F.  RosseD,  St.  Ja 

Ilace. 

4.  James  Boyd,  Oakshaw. 

5.  Walter  Urie,  Old  Sneddon. 


iB7ih  October,  1862. 
LATIN  AND  GREEK, 

FIFTH  CLASS. 

The  Barrie  Medal— 
James  Paton,  Orr  Sqoare. 
1.  Robert  Walker,  Stanley.  |  2.  Robert  Pollock,  Loonsdalei 

LATIN  AND  GREEK. 

THIBD  CLASS. 

1 .  Thomas  Bnmton,  Church  HilL     I  4.  William  Abercrombie,  Oakdiaw. 

2.  James  Millar,  Oakshaw.  5.  Thomas  J.  Dnmayns,  Bombay. 

3.  Andrew  Henderson.  Castlehead.  | 

LATIN,  &a 

8BC0in>  CLASS. 

a  Hush  M*F.  Russell,  St  Jamas' 


1.  Duncan    M'Gr^r     Campbell, 

New  Sneddon  Street. 

2.  Peter  Pollock,  Riocartsbar. 


PIemo. 

4.  James  Boyd,  Oakshaw. 

5.  Walter  Urie,  Old  Sneddon  Street 
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1 .  Robert  FooldB,  Abbey  Street 

2.  James  Pinkerton,  New  Town. 

3.  Dnnoan  M'Naaghtan    Bronton, 

Church  HilL 

4.  Fred.  George  Dnmayne,  Bombay. 


5.  Hemry  Martin  Johnstone,  Oak- 

shaw. 

6.  Alfred    J.     Lamb,    Underwood 

Cottage. 


S8th  October,  1863. 
LATIN  AND  GREER. 

FOU&TH  C!LASS. 

The  Barrie  Medal^ 
James  MiUar,  Oakshaw. 

1.  Thomas  Bmnton,  Church  Hill.     I  3.  John  Stalker,  Lore  Street. 

2.  Thomas  J.  Dumayne,  Bombay.     | 

LATIN,  &c. 

THUU)  CLASS. 

3.  James  Boyd,  Oakshaw. 


1.  D.   M'Gregor    Campbell,    New 

Sneddon. 

2.  Hugh  MT.  Rossell,  St.  James' 

Flaoe. 


4.  Robert  Ofiyer,  Charleston. 

6.  William  Ronald,  Patrick  Bank. 


LATIN,  fta 

SBCOKD  CLASS. 


1.  James  V.Pinkerton,  High  Street. 

2.  Doncan  M'N.  Bronton,  Church 

HilL 

3.  John  Stirling,  Johnstone. 


4.  Alfred    J.    Lamb,    Underwood 

Cottage. 

5.  Fred.  G.  Dumayne,  Bombay. 


1.  Robert  F.  Lang,  Colinslie. 

2.  James  E.   CampbeU,  Caledonia 

Street 

3.  Simon    F.    Campbell,    dippens 

House. 

4.  John  Henderson,  Castlehead. 


LATIN,  fto. 

FIBST  CLASS. 

6.  James  Thomson,  High  Street 


6.  John  Paton,  Orr  Square. 

7.  John    T.   Campbell,     Clippens 

House, 
a  TTilliam  M<Ghee,  Abbey  Street 
9.  William  Phillips,  Crossflat 


FOR  JOURNALS  AND  EXERCISES. 
1.  Robert  OliTer,  Charleston.  |  2.  John  Stirling^  Johnstone. 


esth  July,  1864. 
LATIN  AND  GREEK. 

FIFTH  CLASS. 

The  Barrie  Medal— 
Thomas  Bmnton,  Church  HilL 
1.  Thomas  J.  Dumayne,  Bombay.      |  2.  John  Stirling,  Lots  Street 
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LATIN  AND  GREEX. 


FOUBTH  CLASS. 

1.  Huffh  MT.  BoBsell,  St   James'  |  3.  John  Caldwdl,  Olen  Lane. 

PlsMse.  I  4.  Wm  BarUemore,  Lochwinnoch. 

2.  James  Boyd,  Oakshaw. 


1.  James  V.  Pmkerton,  High  Street 

2.  James   E.  Campbell,  Caledonia 

Street. 


LATIN,  &C. 

THIKD  CLASS. 

3.  Duncan  M'N.  Bmnton,  Church 
HilL 

4.  Fred.  G.  Dumayne,  Bombay. 


LATIN,  &C. 

SECOND  CLASS. 

1.  Simon  F.  Campbell,  Clippens.       I  4.  William  M'Ghee,  Abbey  Street 

2.  John  Henderson,  Castlehead.  5.  John  T.  Campbell,  dippeoaa. 

3.  James  Thomson,  High  Street.       |  6.  William  Donald,  Biocartsb«r. 

LATIN,  &c. 

FIBST  CLASS. 

1.  John  Craw,  Caledonia  Street.       I  3.  James  Tonng.  BlackhaO. 

2.  Bobert  Young,  Abbey  Street       |  4.  Robert  Clelland,  Govan. 

Special  Prize  for  carefully  done  Exercises. 
William  Phillips,  Crossflat 
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ENGLISH  SCHOOL, 


£9thJtMe,18£7. 


Agnes  D.  Gibson,  High  Street 
Margaret    Sharp,    St.    George's 

Place. 
Mary  Sharp,  St.  Gorge's  Place. 
Ann  Polhff,  Canseyside. 
Agnes  Gibson,  Moss  Street. 
Margaret  Carswell,  Renfrew  Bead. 
Jnlia  M*Leod,  Moss  Street 
John  Campbell,  Glasgow. 
Bobert  Rankin,  Oakshaw  Street. 
John  Eraser,  Berbice. 
WilHam  Sharp,  St,  George's  Place. 
William  Scott,  Union  Bank. 
William  M'Kechnie,  Smithhills. 
John  Bnchanan,  Stone  Street 
Thomas  Smith,  Old  Bridge. 
James  Chalmers,  Smithhills. 
James  Rossell,  Glasgow  Road.  * 
William  Murray,  Dyers*  Wynd. 
John  Hood,  High  Street 
George  Jeffrey,  Moss  Street. 
James  Jackson,  Oakshaw  Street 
Dayid  Phillips,  High  Street, 
Henry  Bowie,  Causeyside. 


Margaret  Farqnharson,  St  James 

Street 
Jess.  Crawford,  Christie  Street 
Mary  Hyndman,  Abbey  Close. 
Jane  Walker,   Renfrewshire  Ton- 
tine. 
Margaret  Gillespie,  School  Wynd. 


John  Richardson,  Renfrew  Road. 
James  Macnair,  Abbey  Manse. 
David  Thomson,  Ancnentorlie. 
William  Macalpine,  CamphilL 
John      Bartholomew,      Caledonia 

Street 
William  Gillespie,  Moss  Street. 
James  Scott,  Union  Bank. 
John  Murray,  Dyers'  Wynd. 
John  Gibson,  Moss  Street 
James  Sharp,  St  George's  Place. 
John  R.  Speirs,  High  Street. 
William  Jackson,  Oakshaw  Street 
William  McDonald,  Love  Street 
Robert  Patrick  Gibson,  High  Street 


27ihJune,18S8. 

PntST  OLASS—OIBLS. 


Elizabeth  Bowie,  Canseyside. 
Jess.  Crawford,  Christie  Street* 


Alison  Robertson,  High  Street 


SBdomO  CLASS. 

Bfary  Pinkerton,  New  Town.  *|  Ursilla  M'Gibbon,  High  St  . 
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THIRD  CLASS. 

Helen  Jamieson,  Bridge  Street  |  Margaret  Taylor,  High  Street 

FOUBTH  CLASS. 

Eliza  CarsweQ,  Caledonia  St  I  Mary  Gibson,  Mom  Street 

Mary  Crawford,  Chriatie  St  |  Jess  McLean,  Dyers'  Wynd. 

FIBST  CLASS— BOTS. 

Thomas  Smith,  Cross.  I  William  Robertson,  High  Street. 

William  Gillespie,  Moss  Street        | 

SECOND  CLASS. 

James  M'Nair,  Abbey  Manse.  I  John  M'Kean,  West  Croft  Street 

James  Sharp,  St.  George's  Place.         Thomas  Fry,  Berbice. 
Robert  Gibson,  High  Street  | 

TBISD  CLASS. 

John  Jefi&ey,  Moss  Street  I  John  Mnrray,  Dyer's  Wynd. 

John  Bartholomew,  Caledonia  St     | 

FOUBTH  CLASS. 

Joseph  M<Leod,  Cross.  |  Nathaniel  Gibson,  High  Street 

Alexander  Wilson,  Newtown.  | 

FIFTH  GLASS. 


John  Ralston,  Castlehead. 
Alexander  Thomson,  Croft  Street 
Lindsay  M'Kechnie,  Newtown. 
Joseph  Speirs,  New  Street 


Samuel  Bingham,  New  Street 
William  H<KKi,  Cross. 
Robert  Jack,  Storie  Street 
Duncan  Fullarton,  High  Street 


DBAWINO  CLASS. 


A.  Gibson,  High  Street 
Margaret  Sharp,  St.  George's  Place. 
Robert  Speirs,  Arran. 
Robert  Cook,  Newtown. 


Geoi^  Storie,  Causeyside. 
William  Scott,  Union  Bank. 
Archibald  Kerr,  Newtown. 
John  Campbell,  Glasgow. 


PBITATE  CLASS. 


Jane  Patrick  Gibson,  High  St 
Jane  Patrick,  Stevenson. 
Jane  Ritchie,  West  End. 


Robert  Glen,  Hawkhead  Mains. 

William  Pry,  Berbice. 

David  Gibson  Webster,  Antigniu 


SOth  June,  18i9, 


FntST  CLASS — GIRLS. 
Jean  Ralston,  Castlehead.  I  Elizabeth  Ralston, Castlehead. 

Margaret  Pinkerton,  Muslin  St.         | 

SECOND   CLASS. 

Carswell,  Caledonia  St  I  Jessie  Lorimer,  Croft  Street. 

Jean  Jadcson,  Oakshaw  St.  |  Margaret  Gillespie,  Moss  St 

THIRD  CLASS. 

Ann  Jack,  High  Street.  |  Mary  Gibson,  Moss  Street. 

Jessie  Bartholomew,  Caledonia  St. 
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FOURTH  GLASS. 


Ann  M'Gibbon,  Hij 
Janet  Smith,  Moas  \ 


fi  Street. 
Itreet. 


Jean  Fletcher,  Smithhills. 


FIBST  CLASS— BOTS. 


Thomas  Cochrane,  Castle  Street. 
David  Phillips,  High  Street 


I  John  Speirs,  Canscyside. 
Thomas  Cockbum  Kerr,  Gauze  St. 


SECOND  CLASS. 


John  Gibsoi^  Moss  Street. 
James  Cunningham,  New  Street. 


I  John  Jamieson,  Bridge  Street. 


THIRD  CLASS. 


Lindsay  M'Eechnie,  Gauze  Street. 
John  Jack,  High  Stoeet. 


Lockhart  Carswell,  Churchhill. 


FOURTH  CLASS. 


John  Bartholomew,  Caledonia  St. 
John  JeSrey,  Wallneuk. 


I  John  Murray,  Dyers'  Wynd. 
Alex.  Thomson,  Croft  Street 


FIFTH  CLASS. 


George  H.  M*Naar,  Abbey  Manse. 
Arch.  F.  Richmond,  Glen  Street 
William  Hood,  Cross. 
Arch.  C.  Cunningham,  New  Street. 
Bobert  Jack,  Storie  Street 


James  Holms,  Saucel  HilL 
Duncan  Fulhurton,  High  Street 
James  Stewart,  New  Street 
(^rge  Gardner,  Underwood. 
John  Carswell,  Caledonia  Street. 


DRAWING. 


Margaret  Sharp,  St  George's  Place. 
Mary  Sharp,  St.  George's  Place. 
Agnes  Patnck,  Stewarton. 
Jean  P.  Gibson,  Townhead. 


Robert  Cook,  Stow  Place. 
William  Fry,  Berbice. 
I  Thomas  Fry,  Berbice. 


^th  June,  18S0. 

FIRST  CLASS — BOTS. 


Alexander  B.  Findlay,  New  Street 
Jamee  Cunningham,  New  Street 
John  Snodgrass,  Cardonald  Mill 
David  PhiUips,  High  Street 


Walter  B.  M'Callum,  Hamilton  St 
Alexander  Provan,  Thread  Street 
G^ige  Anderson,  Love  Street 


SECOND  CLASS. 

Lindsay  M'Kechnie,  Old  Smithhills.  I  Joseph  M<Leod,  High  Street 
John  Murray,  Dyers*  Wynd.  |  George  M'Nair,  Abbey  Manse. 


THIRD  CLASS. 


Neil  McDonald,  Love  Street 
Robert  Jack,  Storie  Street 
Lockhart  Carswell,  Churchhill. 
Archibald  Barr,  Maxwell  Street. 


i  Duncan  Fullerton,  High  Street 
Thomas  M*  Alpine,  CamphilL 
Archibald  M'Alpine,  CamphiU. 
William  M'Alpine,  CamphilL 
q3 
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FOUKTH  CLASS. 


Arch.  F.  Richmond,  Glen  Street. 
William  Wylie,  Haircraigs. 


I  George  Gardner,  Underwood. 
I  John  Sharp,  St  George's  Place. 


FIFTH  CLASS. 


William  Fletcher,  Old  Smithhillfl. 
John  Stirling^  St  James'  HEUse. 


Alex.  M'Analand,  High  Street 


SIXTH  GLASS. 

Geoige  M'Alpine,  CamphiU.  |  Patrick  McGregor,  Caledonia  Street 

FIKST  CLASS— OIBLS. 

Ursilla  M^Gihbon,  High  Street         |  Eliza  Carswell,  Caledonia  Street 


Mary  Lamb,  Underwood. 


SECOND  CLASS. 

I  Jessie  Bartholomew,  Caledonia  St 

THIRD  CLASS. 


Elizabeth  Stewart,  New  Street. 
Elizabeth  Lorimer,  West  Croft  St 
Jane  Stirling,  St  James'  Place. 


I  Mary  Gardner,  Underwood. 

Ann  Jack,  Storie  Street 
I  Mary  Holms,  Sancel  Hill. 


DBAWINO  CLASS. 


Bobert  Cook,  Stow  Place. 
William  M'Kechnie,  Old  Smithhills. 
James  J.  Lamb,  Underwood. 
David  Trail,  Water  Brae. 
Daniel  Wilson,  Back  Sneddon. 
Bobert  Wilson,  Back  Sneddon. 
William  Fry,.  Berbioe. 


Thomas  Fry,  Berbice. 

N.  Patrick,  Stewarton. 

Jane  Patrick  Gibson,  Hi^  Street 

Robert  Patrick  Gibson,  m^h  Street 

Alexander  Cochran,  Sneddon. 

William  Provan,  Thread  Street 


l8tJtdy,18SL 


FIBST  CLASS — BOTS. 


John  Hood,  Linwood. 
William  Linn,  Hamilton  Street 
Ndl  M 'Donald,  Love  Street. 
Archibald  Barr,  Maxwell  Street 


Wm.  Gilmour  Peacock,  Canseyade 

Street. 
Thomas  Fraser,  Bridge  Street 


SECOND  CLASS. 


SamnelBinsham,  Christie  Baildings. 
Duncan  Fimerton,  High  Street 
Robert  Jack,  Storie  Street. 
George  Gardner,  Underwood. 
Thomas  M 'Alpine,  CamphilL 


James  Bums,  Oakshaw  Street 
William  Wylie,  Love  Street 
John  Morris,  Canal  Street 
John  Sharp,  St  George's  Place. 
James  Hobns,  Sancel  Hill. 


XHIRD  CLASS. 


James  McLean,  High  Street. 
James  Stewart,  New  Street. 
Alexander  M'Ausland,  High  Street 


Walter  Knox,  Abercom  Street 
George  M 'Alpine,  CamphilL 
John  Carswell,  Caledonia  Street 
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FOURTH  CLASS. 


Wm.  Fletcher,  End  of  Old  Bridge. 
Patrick  M'Gregor,  Caledonia  St. 
Thomas  Richarason,  Gateside. 
John  Hart,  High  Street. 


John  Fleming,  Oakahaw  Street. 
John  Stirling,  St.  James'  Place. 
Bowman  Bannerman,  Sneddon. 


FIFTH  CLASS. 


Andrew  Murdoch,  Love  Street. 
William  Patrick  Gibson,  High  St. 


I  Thomas  Sh^,  St.  Geoi^*8  Place. 
I  David  Oondie,  Moss  Street. 


FIRST  CLASS — 0IRL3. 


Eliza  Canrwell,  Caledonia  Street. 

Mary  Lamb,  Underwood. 

Jean  Fletcher,   East  End  of    Old 

Bridge. 
Jessie  Lorimer,  West  Croft  Street. 


Margaret  Gillespie,  Moss  Street 
Catherine  M'Gregor,  Caledonia  St. 
Mary  Gibson,  Moss  Street. 
Elisabeth  Stewart,  New  Street 


SECOND  CLASS. 


Mary  Gardner,  Underwood. 
Jean  Stirling,  St  James*  Place. 
Mary  Holms,  Sancel  HilL 


Ann  Jack,  Storie  Street 
Elizabeth  Lorimer,  West  Croft  St 


THIRD  CLASS. 


Catherine  Wylie,  Love  Street. 
Mary  M*Gregor,  High  Street 


Ann  Fraser,  Cross. 
Catherine  Fraser,  Cross. 


YOUNG  LADIES    PRIVATE  CLASS. 


Nancy  Patrick,  Drombowie. 
Nancy  Gibson,  Moss  Street 


I  Jane  P.  Gibson,  Townhead. 


James  J.  Lamb,  Underwood. 
Peter  Jack,  Storie  Street. 


TOUNO  gentlemen's  PRIVATE  CLASS. 

Robert  Wilson,  ^Sneddon. 


June  20Ch,  1832. 


FIRST  CLASS—BOYS. 


Samnel  Bingham,  Christie  Street 
Bobert  Jack,  Storie  Street 


George  Gardner,  Love  Street 
William  Wylie,  Love  Street. 


SECOND  CLASS. 


John  Hart,  High  Street 
William  Taylor,  Hi^h  Street 
James  M'Lean,  Hii^  Street 
Alex.  M*Aaslaad,  High  Street 


John  Sharps  St.  Gorge's  Place. 
Waiter  Knox,  Abercom  Street 
George  M'Alpine,  CamphiU. 


THIRD  CLASS. 


John  Fleming,  Oakshaw  Street 
WilliamFletoher,  Smithhills  Street 
Wm.  Patrick  Gibson,  High  Street 
James  Stuart,  Caoseyside. 


Alexander  M'Leod,  Moss  Street. 
Andrew  Mnrdoch,  Love  Street 
Alexander  Cameron,  Moss  Street 
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FOUBTH  CLASS. 


David  Gondie,  Mobs  Street  I  David  Fleming,  Oakahaw  Street 

Thomas  Sharp,  St  Geoi^'s  Placa    |  Hugh  Fletcher,  SnrithhillB. 


FIBST  CLASS — 6IKLS. 


Jean  Fletcher,  Smithhills. 
Elizabeth  Stuart,  Canseyside. 
Aim  Jack,  Storie  Street. 
Mary  Gibeon,  Moss  Street 


Mary  Gardner,  Love  Street 
Elizabeth  Lonmer,  West  Crt^  St 
Jean  Stirling,  St  James'  Place> 
Mary  Holms,  Saacel  HiO. 


SECOND   CLASS. 


Catherine  Wylie,  Love  Street  I  Catherine  Fraser,  Cross. 

Ann  Fraser,  Cross.  |  Marion  M'Gregor,  High  Street 


DRAWING. 


Peter  Jack,  Storie  Street  1  John  Bartholomew,  Caledonia  St 

Robert  Patrick  Gibson,  High  Street.  I  Alexander  R.  Findlay,  New  Street 
Gideon  Thomson,  High  Street         | 


24ih  October,  18S3. 
GRAMMAR. 


James  Keith,  Inole  Street  I  Grace  Whyte,  Ladybnm. 

Andrew  Whyte,  Ladybnnu  |  Jessie  Farqnharson,  St  James  Flaoe. 

HISTORY. 

Alexander  Glen,  Hawkhead  Mains.  I  Agnes  Gibson,  Hi^  Street 

D.  Glen,  do.  E.  J.  Farquhaxson,  St  James*  Place. 

Andrew  Leiper,  Gateside.  | 

RELIGIOUS  KNOWLEDGE. 

Alexander  M'Aosland,  High  Street  I  Elizabeth  Thomson,  High  Street 
Andrew  Leiper,  Gateside.  | 

ENGLISH  READING  CLASS- 

Robert  Craig.  I  William  Reid,  High  Street 

Robert  Cocmran,  Garthland  Place.    | 

Extraordinary  Prize  for  General  Eminence  in  Elocution,  History,  Gram* 
mar,  and  Composition. 

William  M 'Alpine,  CamphilL 


Snd  December,  1834. 

ENGLISH  GRAMMAR  AND  COMPOSITION. 

ladies'  class — (Ist  or  Highest  Division.) 

Ist  Prize.  Margaret  Macalaster  Symington,  Back  Sneddon. 
2nd    „      Jane  Balfour,  Kirkcaldy. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


APPENDIX.  529 

oxntlxmen's  class. 
Arohibald  Jamieson,  Garthland  Place. 

(2nd  Division.) 

1st  Prize.  Jessie  Farqnharson,  St.  James'  Place. 

2nd   „      Jessie  Bartholomew,  Caledonia  Street. 

AdcUlUmcU,  Miss  Margaret  Orr,  Bank  Street 

ENGLISH  GRAMMAR. 
(Highest  Division.) 

1st  Prize.  James  Ynill,  New  Street. 

Andrew  Whyte,  Abbotsbnm.  \ 
2nd    „      John  Fulton,  George  Street.    >-EqnaL 

Andrew  Leiper,  Gateside.       i 

(2nd  Division.) 
Ist  Prize.  James  Parlane,  High  Street. 
2nd    „      Wm.  Keilson  Gemmell,  New  Smithhills. 

READING  AND  RECITATION. 

HiaHEST  CLASS— YOUNO   OENTLXMEN. 

1st  Prize.  James  Shaw  Wylie,  Thomly  Cottage. 
2nd    „      Wm.  D.  Fletcher,  New  Smithhills. 

TOUNa  LADIES — (Ist  Division.) 

1st  Prize.  Margaret  Richardson,  Gateside. 

2nd    „  Mary  Ann  Leiper,  Gateside.  >j.^ 

"  Agnes  Stevenson,  Springbank  Cottage.        >  *^»»«»*» 

3rd     „  Margaret  Mackie,  Cross. 

SECOND  CLASS — (Ist  Division.) 

imt-  JKim^    William  Reid,  High  Street  >  t?>,„.i 

ist  mte.  j^Qj^  ^  Richardson,  Gateside.         ;  *^'***- 

2nd    „      David  Fleming,  Cavers  Bank. 

(2nd  Division.) 
ist  Prise.  Wm.  Patrick  Gibson,  High  Street 
2nd    „      Malcolm  Macdonald,  Love  Street 

THIRD  CLASS— YOUNO  LADIES. 

Ist  Prize.  Catherine  Faolds,  High  Street. 
2nd    „      Agnes  M'Lean,  Caledonia  Street 

THIKD  CLASS — ^YOUNO  GENTLEMEN. 

1st  Prize.  Robert  M'Aosland,  High  Street 
2nd    „      James  Hunter  Glen,  Hawkhead  Mains. 
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FOURTH  CLASa— YOUNG  LADIES. 

Iflt  Prize.  Elizabeth  M'AuBlaad,  High  Street 
2&d    „      Annie  Bartholomew,  Caledonia  Street. 

TOUKO  OKNTLSmN. 

1st  Prize.  Peter  Jack,  High  Street 
2nd    ,,      James  Gillespie,  Moss  Street. 

FOTH  CLASS. 

Ist  Prize;  George  Ord  Wylie,  Thomly  Cottage. 

o   ,  Isaac  Richardson,  Gateside.  {  uk,„.i 

-^^    »»      Thomas  Yuill,  New  Street  J  *^'***' 

EXTRAORDINARY  PRIZES. 

rOB  BELIGIOUS  EXEBCISSS. 

Andrew  Leiper,  Gateside. 

GENERAL  EMINENCE. 

James  M'Lean,  High  Street. 

Alexander  Young  Jamieson,  Bridge  Street. 


S9th  October,  1835. 
ENGLISH  READING  AND  RECITATION. 

FIBST  OR  YOUNGEST  GLASS. 

R068  Anld,  Storie  Street,  and  Robert  M*Donald,  Love  Street 

SECOND  CLASS. 

Isaac  Richardson,  Gateside.  |  Robert  Wilson,  Water  Brae. 

THIRD  CLASS. 

Peter  Jack,  High  Street  I  Agnes  Stirling,  St  James  Place. 

William  Holms,  SaaceL  Annie  Bartholomew,  Caledonia  St 

I  Barbara  M'Lean,  Caledonia  Street 

FOURTH  CLASS. 

Robert  Orr,  Bank  Street  |  James  Rowat,  Wardrop  Street 

'^yHTH  CLASS. 

Gavin  Carlile,  New  Sneddon.  I  Marion  SymiMton,  O^rfiaw. 

James  MiUer,  New  Sneddon  St        |  Catherine  Faolds,  High  St 

GENERAL  EMINENCE. 

SIXTH  CLASS — (Ist  Division.) 

William  Whyte,  Ladvbum.  I  James  Boyle,  Canal  Bank. 

Wm.  P.  Gibson,  High  Street  | 
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GENEBAL  EMINENCK 
SIXTH  CLASS — (2nd  Division.) 

James  Mnnn,  George  Street.  I  Hngh  Fletcher,  High  Street. 

David  Sharp,  St.  George's  Place.      | 

SEVENTH  CLASS. 

Mary  Ann  Leiper,  Gateside.  1  Charles  'Wilson,  Water  Brae. 

Agnes    Stevenson,    Springbank         William  Reid,  High  Street. 
Cottage.  I 

GENERAL  EMINENCE. 

Alex.  M'Aosland,  High  Street.         I  Thomas  Rowat,  Wardrope  Street* 
Robert  Rowat,  Wardrope  Street.      |  James  Templeton. 

GRAMMAR. 

FIBST  CLASS. 

Mary  M'Analand,  Oakshaw.  |  Jane  Lamb,  Underwood. 

SECOND  CLASS. 

Janet  Craig,  Nethercommon.  I  John  Adam,  Canseyside. 

Grace  Macalaster,  Oakshaw.  |  James  Yoill,  New  Street. 

Li  addition  to  the  above,  two  prizes  in  the  higher  Recitation  Classes  were 
competed  for,  in  presence  of  the  Examinators  and  other  strangers,  which 
were  gained  by 

Jane  Lamb,  Underwood.  |  John  Adam,  Canseyside. 


mh  October,  1836, 
ENGLISH  READING  AND  RECITATIONS. 

FIBST  OB  TOITNOBST  CLASS. 

Isabella  Aikman,  CamphiU.  I  John  Stevenson,  St  James  Street. 

Jane  Graham,  High  Street  | 

SECOND  CLASS. 

Archibald  Holms,  Sancel.  I  Alexander  Bain,  High  Street 

Alexander  Hart,  Cartvale.  | 

THIBD  CLASS. 

Elizabeth  Kerr,  New  Street  I  Robert  Wilson,  Water  Brae. 

Wm.  K.  Campbell,  Garthland  Place.  |  William  Wright,  High  Street 

FOUBTH  CLASS. 

William  Holms,  SauceL  I  John  Brown,  Wardrope  Street, 

Peter  Jack,  High  Street  | 
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Mary  Symington,  Oakshaw. 
leabella  MacAlaster,  Oakshaw. 
Marion  Taylor,  Stone  Street 
Margaret  Muir,  Geoi;ge  Street. 


FIFTH  CLASS. 

James  Stirluu^  St  James  Street. 
Hobert  Hair,  High  Street. 
Robert  M^Ausland,  High  Street 


SIXTH  CLASS. 


Wm.  Callender,  Thread  Street.         I  James  Robertson,  High  Street 
Charles  CUurk. 

SEVENTH  CLASS. 


Mary  AnnFarqnhaz8on,St.  James  PL 
IsabeUa  WhitehilL 
Catherine  Faolds,  High  Street 
Eliza  Millar,  Oakshaw. 


John  Ingram,  Canseraide. 
Thomas  Callender,  Thread  Street 
Alex.  Jamieson,  Garthland  Place. 


GENERAL  EMINENCE. 
James  Boyle,  Canal  Bank.  |  Thomas  Ewing. 

GRAMMAR. 

FIBST  CLASS. 

James  Stirling,  St  James  Place.       I  Robert  M'Aosland,  Sgh  Street 
John  Love,  Hallhill.  | 

SECOND  CLASS. 

Thomas  Sharp,  St  George  Place.      I  Hugh  Fletcher,  High  St    \  g^^^ 
Hugh  Houston,  Oakshaw.  |  Alex.  Fullerton,  Oakshaw.)  '^'H"*^ 

THIRD  CLASS. 


Mary  Ann  Farquharson,  St.  JamesPl. 
Lilly  Ann  Macalaster,  Oakshaw. 
Robert  M'Nair,  Abbey  Manse. 


William  Callender,  Thread  Street 
William  Jamieson,  Garthland  Place. 


FOR  EXCELLING  AT  EXAMINATION. 
Andrew  Symington,  Oakshaw. 

GRAMMAR  AND  COMPOSITION. 

FIKST  CLASS. 

Margaret  Fullerton,  Oakshaw.  |  Mary  Muir,  Moss  Street 

SECOND  CLASS. 

Grace  Macalaster,  Oakshaw.  I  Elizabeth  Jack,  Love  Street 

Margaret  Halden,  CamphilL  |  Margaret  Stevenson,  St  James*  St 

ELOCUTION  CLASS. 

Janet  Cochran,  Garthland  Place.       I  William  Houston,  Oakshaw. 
John  Smith,  Barshaw.  | 

GEOGRAPHY  CLASS. 
Helen  Muir,  SauceL  |  Julia  Grace  Hart,  Cartvale. 
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S6th  October,  18S7, 
READING  AND  RECITATION. 

FIEtST  OR  TOUNOBST  CLASS. 

Thomas  Carlile,  New  Sneddon  Si     |  Dnncan  Fletcher,  High  Street. 

SECOND  CLASS. 

Snsan  Kirkwood,  Follwood.  |  Eliza  Crawford,  Orchard  Street 

TESSD  CLASS. 

Margaret  Jack,  High  Street  |  David  Callender,  Thread  Street 

FOURTH  CLASS. 

Jane  Hunter,  High  Street  |  Mai)<aret  Kelly. 

FIFTH  CLASS. 

John  Rowat,  Wardrop  Street  |  Robert  ^^^Ison,  Water  Brae. 

SIXTH  CLASS. 

John  Lawson,  Stow  PUce.  I  James  Callender,  Thread  Street 


James  Rowat,  Wardrop  Street 

SEVENTH  CLASS. 

James  Fraser,  Wellmeadow.  |  Peter  Jack,  High  Street 

EIGHTH  CLAS& 

Catherine  Fanlds,  Hiffh  Street,        I  James  Boyle,  Canal  Bank. 
Margaret  Clark,  Renfrew  Road.       |  John  Love,  HallhilL 

GRAMMAR. 

FIRST  CLASS. 

James  Rowat,  Wardrop  Street.        I  Joseph  Twigg,  New  Sneddon  St. 
Robert  Farquharson,  St  James'  PL  | 

SECOND  CLASS. 

Peter  Jack,  High  Street  |  Robert  Macaosland,  High  Street. 

THIRD  CLASS. 

Catherine  Fanlds,  Hiffh  Street         I  Charles  Clark. 

Mary  Symington,  Oakahaw.  |  James  Mnnro,  George  Street 

GRAMMAR  AND  COMPOSITION. 
Mary  Dnnn,  GreenhilL  |  John  Smith,  Barshaw. 

Janet  Cochran,  Garthland  Place.      |  Thomas  Ewing. 

GEOGRAPHY. 
George  Macalaster,  Calride.  |  Elizabeth  Boms,  Oakahaw  Street. 

HISTORY. 
James  Boyle,  Canal  Bank.  |  Andrew  Symington,  Oakahaw. 

EXCELLING  AT  EXAMINATION. 
William  Whyte,  Abbotsbum. 


Ut  Nwember,  1838. 

FIRST  (or  youngest)  CLASS. 

James  Henderson,  High  Street        |  John  Machie,  George  Street. 

R  3 
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SECOND  CLASS. 

Hugh  MorriBon,  Broomlands.  I  Duncan  Fletcher,  High  Street 

Hngh  Stirling,  Sneddon.  | 

THTBP   CLASS. 

Marion  Anld,  Storie  Street.  I  Matthew  Fanlds,  High  Sixeet 

Maigaret  Kerr,  Thread  Street         | 

FOUBTH  GLASS. 

Jane  Honter,  School  Wynd.  I  Eobert  Barclay,  Abbey  Street 

Muy  Hutoheson,  Qeorge  Street       |  David  Callender,  Thread  Street 

FUTH  GLASS. 

Alexander  Hart,  High  Street  |  Jamee  Houston,  Canal  Street 

SIXTH  GLASS. 

James  Callender,  Thread  Street.       |  John  LawBon,  Stow  Place. 

SEVENTH  GLASS. 

James  Moir,  Calside.  |  Bobert  Macaualandy  High  Street 

EIGHTH  CLASS. 

Catherine  Faolds,  High  Street         |  Mazy  Barclay,  Thread  Street 
GRAMMAR. 

FIRST  CLASS. 

Peter  Jack,  High  Street  |  Joseph  Twigg,  New  Sneddon. 

SECOND  GLASS. 


Catherine  Faolds,  High  Street 
Catherine  Fraser,  Moss  Street 
Elizabeth  M*Gallan,  Cross. 


Alexander  Rose,  Caledonia  Street 
John  Crawford,  Stow  Place. 
Robert  Houston,  Oakshaw  Street 


GRAMMAR  AND  COMPOSITION. 


Jane  Lamb,  Calcutta. 
Elizabeth  Jack,  Love  Street 
John  Love,  HaIlhill,lx>chwinnoch. 


William  Wylie,  Garthland  Place. 
William  Orr,  Underwood. 


GEOGRAPHY. 
Jane  Lamb,  Calcutta.  |  Jane  Stirling,  Sneddon  Street 

PRIZE  EXERCISES  IN  COMPOSITION. 
Mary  Love,  Hallhill,  Lochwinnoch. 

GENERAL  SUPERIORITY  AT  EXAMINATION. 
Andrew  J.  Pollock,  Dublin. 
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COMMERCIAL  SCHOOL. 


29th  June,  1827. 
Prize  for  the  Best  Formed  Alphabet  of  Current  Hand  Capitals  was  ad- 
judged by  the  Examinators  to 
William  Wilson,  St  Mirren's  Court 


27th  June,  1828, 
Prize  for  the  Best  Formed  Alphabet  of  Current  Hand  Capitals- 
John  Hodge,  High  Street 

Prizes  for  being  oftenest  Dux  in  their  respective  classes — 

James  McDonald,  Love  Street  I  William  Thomson,  Muslin  Street 

Thomas  Hodge,  High  Street  |  Robert  Wilson,  Back  Sneddon  St. 

Jane  Thomson,  George  Street,     1  Tg^n-i 

Jane  Thomson,  Christie  Street,  j  ^"*** 

Margaret  Baird,  OldhalL 


SOth  June,  1829. 
For  being  oftenest  Dux  in  their  respective  classes — 


William  Scott,  Qauze  Street 

David  Trail,  Water  Brae. 

David  Gibson  Webster,  Wallneuk. 


John  Jamieson,  Bridge  Street. 
Margaret  Caldwell,  High  St. 
Isabella  M'Leod,  High  St 


'    For  the  Best  Writing.    Prizes  determined  by  the  Visitors. 

William  Scott,  Gauze  Street  I  Susanna  MXeod,  High  Street 

Eliza  FuUerton,  High  Street 


29th  June,  18S0. 
FOR  WRITING. 


Mary  Fullerton,  High  Street. 
Julia  M'Lood,  High  Street 
Catherine  Auld,  New  Smithhills. 


John  Pe<»ck,  Meikleriggs. 
James  Richardson,  Gateside. 
William  Jackson,  Oakshaw  Street 
James  Chalmers,  Moss  Street 

FOR  EXPEDITION  IN  CALCULATIONS. 
John  Anderson,  Lore  Street.  |  Janet  Yuill,  Causeyside. 
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IH  July,  1830. 

DUXES. 

EUCLID'S  ELEMENTS. 
Robert  M'Kedmie^  Old  SmithhiTTa. 

PRACTICAL  GEOMETRY. 
John  Peock,  Bieikleriggs. 

BOOK-KEEPING  AND  PENMANSHIP. 
Jamee  Richardaon,  Gateside. 

GEOGRAPHY.  -Sbnior  Class. 
Gooi^  Stone,  Canaeyside. 

GEOGRAPHY.-^JuNiOR  Clabs. 
William  M'Alpine,  Camphill. 

ARITHMETIC. 
John  Anderson,  Love  Street. 


SOth  June,  1832. 
WRITING. 


Archibald  M'Alpine,  CamphilL 
George  Houston,  Oakshaw  Street. 
Peter  Kerr,  New  Street 


Jessie  Biggar,  Abbey  Street* 
MargaretYmll,  New  Street 
Isabella  M*Leod,  Moss  Street. 


ARITHMETIC. 

George  Slater,  Hamilton  Street        I  Jessie  j^^gv.  Abbey  Street 
James  Millar,  New  Sneddon  Street.    Grace  W^te^  AbbcMlnim. 
James  Carlile,       dow  do.     | 

GEOGRAPHY. 

William  M^Alinne,  CamphilL  I  Isabella  M'Leod,  Moss  Street. 

Peter  Kerr,  New  Street  |  Grace  Whyte,  Abbotsbom. 


SJith  October,  1833. 

TRIGONOMETRY  AND  ASTRONOMICAL  CALCULATIONSL 

Peter  Kerr,  New  Street 

EUCLID'S  DEMONSTRATIONS. 

James  Carlile,  New  Sneddon. 

BOOK-KEEPING. 

John  Yuill,  New  Street 

GEOGRAPHY. 
John  Gibson,  Moss  Street 
WRITING. 
William  Cameron,  Cotton  Street.      |  Agnes  Gibson,  Moss  Sfo^eet 
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ARITHMETIC. 
William  Morton,  School  Wynd.       |  Agnes  Alexander,  ScHdol  Wynd. 

EXEMPLARY  DILIGENCE  AND  UNIFORMLY  CORRECT 
CONDUCT. 

James  M'Nair,  Abbey  Manse.  |  Robert  Patrick  Gibson,  High  St 


3Ut  October,  18S4- 
1st  Prize.     Andrew  Peock,  Meikleriggs,  for  Proficiency  in  Practical 
Mathematics,  particularly  in  Spherical  Trigonometry  and  Astronomi- 
cal Problems. 
2nd  Prize.     John  Ynill,   New  Street,    for  the  Solution  of  Algebraic 

Equations. 
3rd  Prize.      Peter  Kerr,  New  Street,  for  Neatness  and  Accuracy  in 

Transcribing  his  Mathematical  Exerdses, 
4th  Prize.     John    Gibson,    Moss  Street,    for    Correct    Conduct    and 

Exemplary  Diligence. 
5th  Prize.    Thomas  Macalpine,  Camphill,  for  Proficiency  in  Arithmetic. 
6th  Prize.    Walter  Knox,  Abercom  Street,  for  Proficiency  in  Arithmetic. 


^th  October,  1836, 
MATHEMATICS. 
1st  Prize.  John  Yuill,  New  Street 
2nd    „      William  Macalpine,  Camphill. 
3rd    „      James  R  Cariile,  Carlile  Place. 

ARITHMETIC. 
Ist  Prize.  William  McDonald,  Love  Street. 
2nd    „      Neil  McDonald,  Love  Street 
3rd    „      Robert  Rowat,  Wardrop  Street 
4th    „      Alexander  Cameron,  Moss  Street. 
5th    „      James  A.  M'Kean,  West  Croft  Street 
6th    „      Thomas  Muir,  GreenhilL 
7th    „      James  Boyle,  Canal  Bank. 
8th    „      Alexander  Leiper,  Gateside. 
9th    „      Alexander  Mlieod,  Moss  Street 

10th     „      Andrew  Arthur,  Foxbar. 

11th    „      Mary  Stewart,  New  Sneddon  Street 


7ih  July,  1835, 
MATHEMATICS. 
1st  Prize.   John  Barday,  Abbey  Street. 
2nd     „      John  Fulton,  Cotton  Street. 
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ARITHMETIC, 
let  Prize.    James  Yuill,  New  Street. 
2nd     „      James  Muir,  Greenhill. 

WRITING. 
Ist  Prize.   Thomas  Moir,  GreenbilL 
2nd    ,,      James  Boyle,  Canal  Bank. 
3rd    „      Jolrn  Hart,  High  Street 

ARITHMETIC. 

YOUNG    CLASS. 

Alexander  Cameron,  Moss  Street.     I  William  M'Leod,  Moes  Street. 
Robert  Role,  High  Street.  | 


geth  October,  18S7. 


PRACTICAL  GEOMETRY,  EUCLID'S  ELEBIENTS,  AND 
ALGEBRA. 

Alexander  Malloch,  Johnstone.         I  Lindsay  M'Kechnie,  Smithhilla. 
Alex.  Thomson,  Garthland  Street.    | 

BOOKKEEPING. 

James  Moir,  7  Bum  Row. 

GEOGRAPHY. 

James  Moir,  GreenhilL 

ARITHMETIC. 
George  Macalpine,  CamphilL 
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GRAMMAR  SCHOOL  AND  ACADEMY- 


July  IStk,  1865. 


L-ENGLISH  DEPARTMENT. 


CLASS  I. — (Beginners). 

Florence     Lamb,     Underwood 

Cottage. 
Williamina  Brown,  Underwood 

Park. 


3.  Dalrymple  B.  Guthrie,  Moss  St. 

4.  Georgina  Masson,  Oakshaw-head 
Cottage. 

5.  William  Yoill,  Moss  Street 


CLASS  n. — (Jnnior  Division). 

1.  Jane  Erskine,  Storie  Street  I  3.  Mary  Fisher,  Wellington  Place. 

2.  Susan  Eobertson,  Castlehead.      ]  4.  John  Harper,  Causeyside. 

CLASS  n. — (Senior  Division). 


1.  Eliza  Craw,  Caledonia  Street 

2.  Sarah  Lamb,  Underwood  Cottage. 

3.  Catherine  lounb,    „  „ 


4.  Catherine  Affleck,  Gilmour  St 

5.  Matthew  Kyle,  Laigh  Park. 


CLASS  in. 


John  Morrison,  Dyer^s  Wynd. 
John  Pollock,  Riccartsbar. 
David  Campbell,Nethercommon. 
Menelaus  Anderson,  Lawn  St. 
Robert  Dryborough,  Arkleston. 


1.  Maggie  Thomson,  Abbey  Street. 

2.  Eleanora  Brown,  Underwood  Pk. 

3.  Jane  Young,  Causeyside. 

4.  Jane  Paton,  St.  James  Street. 

5.  Jane  Reid,  Chapel  Hill. 


GRAMMAR  AND  GEOGRAPHY. 


L  John  Morrison,  Dyer's  Wjmd. 

2.  John  Gillespie,  New  Sneddon. 

3.  Menelaus  Anderson,  Lawn  St 


1.  Maggie  Thomson,  Abbev  Street 

2.  Eleanora    Brown,    Underwood 

Park. 

3.  Jane  Young,  Causeyside. 

4.  Julia  M'Nab,  Midton. 


CLASS  IV. 


1.  Alexander  Gordon,  Langbank. 

2.  Alexander  M 'William,  Gateside. 

3.  Robert  Hay,  Canal  Street, 

4.  Lindsay  Galloway,  Oakshaw. 
6.  Thomas  Fairley,  Causeyside. 


L  Catherine  Younc,  Fnllwood. 

2.  Sarah  Campbell,  New  Sneddon  St 

3.  Jessie  M*Nab,  Midton. 

4.  Ann  Dryborough,  Arkleston. 

5.  Catherine  Bennie,  Johnstone. 

6.  Jane  Abercrombie,  Oa 

head. 
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1.  A]exiiidw6reenl6e8,0akahAwSt  I  1.  Marion  Yonng,  Fnllwood. 

2.  Jmmes  E.  Campbell,  Notheroom- 


3.  Jolm  Hendenon,  Cartlehead. 


PRIVATB  CLASS. 


1.  Jeanie  M*MiirchY,  Cartlehead.     I  3.  Eliia  Cockburn,  Moss  Street 


S:  EQeii  OliTer,  CaMde. 


Qiciiy, 
•,  CalBi( 


IL-^MATHEMATICAL  AND  COMMERCIAL  DEPARTMENT. 

TOUNQ  LADIES. 

WRITING. 

FIRST  CLASS~<l8t  IHvisioiL) 

Jemmima  Orr,  EQgh  Street. 

FiBST  CLASS— (2iid  IHvisioxi.) 
Marion  Young,  Fnllwood. 

sicoKi)  CLASS— (Ist  Diyision.) 
Isabella  Brown,  Underwood  Park. 

SBCOKD  CLASS — (2nd  Diyision.) 
Mai:g|tt«t  Ritdiie.  |  Sarah  Campbell,  New  Sneddon  St- 

SBOOND  CLASS— (3d  Division.) 
Catherine  Yoonc^  FnDwood.  |  Jane  Abercrombie,  Oakahawbead. 

THiBB  GLASS — (Ist  Division.) 
Maggie  Thomson,  Abbey  Street. 

THIRD  CLASS— (2nd  Division.) 
Mary  M'Morchy,  CasUehead. 

THIRD  CLASS— (3d  Division.) 
Eleanora  Brown,  Underwood  Park. 

BOOEJ^EEPING. 
Elisa  A.  B.  Brongh,  America,  residing  in  New  Street. 

ARITHMETIC. 
FIRST  CLASS.— (1st  Division.) 

Jessie  M'Nab,  Midton. 
FIRST  CLASS.— (2nd  Division). 
Elisa  Cockbom,  Moss  Street 
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SBCOND  CLASS. — (Ist  Division). 
Barbara  Gardner,  GreenhilL 

SBOONB  CLASS. — (2nd  Division). 
Mary  Ann  Biohmond,  New  Street. 

SECOND  CLASS. — (3rd  Division). 
Jnlia  M^Nab,  Midton. 

THIRD  CLASS. — (Ist  Division). 
Eliza  Vallance,  Old  Sneddon  Street 

THIRD  CLASS. — (2nd  Division). 
Eliza  Craw,  Caledonia  Street. 

HOME  EXERCISES. 

Catherine  Bennie,  Johnstone.  1  Jessie  Hodgart,  Renfrew  Road. 

Mary  Ann  Semple,  High  Street.  Isabella  Weir,  Gauze  Street. 

Margaret  Rossdl,  Broomlands.         | 

Mr.  Wm.  Hodge's  Prize  for  best  Writer  and  Arithmetician. 
Jeanie  M'Morchy,  Castlehead. 


TQUNG  GENTLEMEN. 

WRITING. 

FIRST  CLASS.— (Ist  Division). 

John  Brown,  High  Street. 

FIRST  CLASS.— (2nd  Division). 
WiUiam  M'Ghie,  Love  Street 

FIRST  CLASS.— (3rd  Division). 
Duncan  M.  Brunton,  Church  HilL 

FIRST  CLASS.— (4th  Division). 
James  Boyd,  Oakshaw. 

SECOND  CLASS. — (Ist  Divisiou). 
Patrick  Barr,  Castlehead.  |  William  Somervilla 

SECOND  CLASS.— (2nd  Division). 
James  Anderson,  Lawn  Street . 

SECOND  CLASS.— (3rd  Division). 
Wm.  M.  Anderson,  Love  Street. 

THIRD  CLASS.— (Ist  Division). 

William  Lochhead,  Calside. 

s3 
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THIRD  CLASS.— (2iic|  Division). 
John  Craw,  Caledonia  Street 

THIRD   CLASS.— <3rd  Division). 
William  M'Houll,  Ordiaid  Street. 

BOOKKEEPING. 
John  Stirling,  Johnstone, 

EUCLID. 
James  Caldwell,  Glen  Lane. 

ALGEBRA. 
William  Lewis,  Storie  Street. 

ARITHMETIC. 
FIRST  CLASS. — (Ist  Division). 
James  Caldwell,  Glen  Lane. 

FIRST  CLASS. — (2nd  Division). 
John  Campbell,  Netheroommon. 

FIRST  CLASS.— (3rd  Divison). 
James  M'Kean,  Castlehead. 

SECOND  CLASS. 

James  Boyd,  Oakshaw. 

THIRD  CLASS.— (Ist  Division). 

Robert  Clelland,  Love   Street. 

THIRD  GLASS.— (2nd  Division). 

Cams  Anderson,  Lawn  Stoeet. 

FOURTH  CLASS. — (1st  Division). 

John  Gillespie,  New  Sneddon  Street. 

FOURTH  CLASS. — (2nd  Division). 

Robert  Dryborough,  Arkleston. 

HOME  EXERCISEa 


Jas.  R  Campbell,  Netheroommon. 
John  B.  Robertson,  George  Street. 
Alexander  Greenlees,  Oakshaw. 
John  Gillespie,  New  Sneddon  St. 


Robert  Hay,  Canal  Street 
Francis  Haozwell,  Hawkhead. 
Ludovic  Lamb,  Underwood  Cottage. 


Mr.  WuL  Hodge*s  Prize  for  best  Writer  and  ArithmeticiiUL 

Hugh  Russell,  St.  James'  Place. 

Mr.  Robert  Brown,  Underwood  Park — Silver  Medal  for  greatest 

Improvement  in  Writing.  * 

Jessie  Paton,  St.  James'  Place. 


*  All  the  Silver  Medals  prcAented,  as  prUes,  by  private  gentlemen,  at  this  ttme 
and  afterwards,  to  the  successful  pupils,  in  the  different  claases,  were  of  the  sai^ 
design  as  the  "Barrie  Medal,"  of  whioh  an  illustration  hat  been  given,  bat  witboot 
that  name  upon  them. 
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III.— THE  CLASSICAL  AND  MODERN  LANGUAGES. 
Old  Scholars'  Prize  Liat. 

CLASS  V. — LATIN  AND  ORB£K. 

Thomas  Johnstone  Dumayne,  ChurchhilL 

The  Barrie  Medal. 

L  James  Boyd,  Oakshaw.  I  3.  John  B.  Robertson,  George  St. 

2.  Hugh  Russell,  St  James'  Place.   | 

CLASS  IV.— LATIN   AND   GREEK. 

1.  James  Edward  Campbell,  Nether- 1  2.  Duncan  M'N.  Bronton,  Church- 
common.  I  hilL 

I  3.  John  Campbell,  Nethercommon. 


CLASS  IIL— LATIN,  &C 

4.  John  Henderson,  Castlehead. 

5.  Alexander  Greenlees,  Oakshaw. 


1.  James  Millar,  Oakshaw. 

2.  John  Gillespie,  New  Sneddon  St. 

3.  Simon  Eraser  Campbell,  Clippens. 

CLASS  n. — LATIN,  &C. 

1.  John  Craw,  Caledonia  Street.        I  3.  Robert  Young,  Full  wood. 

2.  WuL  Lochhead,  Calside.  |  4.  William  Anderson,  Love  Street. 

CLASS  L—  LATIN,  &C. 


1.  James  M'Kean,  Castlehead. 

2.  Thomas  Lindsay  Galloway,  Oak- 

shaw. 


3.  Robert  W.  Laing,  New  Street. 

4.  Francis  HauxweU,  Hawkhead. 

5.  William  Dickie,  Kilmarnock. 


CLASS  n. — FRENCH. 

1.  Jeanie  M'Murchy,  Castlehead.      I  2.  Eliza   Brough   (America),    New 

I         Street. 

CLASS   I.— FRENCH. 

1.  James  Millar.  I  3.  Alice  Lamb,  Underwood  Cottage. 

2.  Jane  Adam,  Gilmonr  Street.         |  4.  Alfred  J.  Lamb,  do. 


7th  July,  1866, 

L— ENGLISH  DEPARTMENT. 

Mr.  Peter  Coats*  Silver  Medal  for  Excellence  in  English  Grammar  and 

Composition. 

Andrew  J.  Brodie,  Houston. 

FIRST  SENIOR  CLASS. —(BOYS. ) 

I     (James  Anderson,  Lawn  Street. 
■    (John  Henderson,  Castlehead. 
2.     James  E.  Campbell,  Nethercommon. 
3    \  William  Philhps,  Crossflat. 
j  Duncan  Brnnton,  ChnrchhiU. 
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SENIOR  CLASS.— OIBLS(PBIYATK.) 

1.  Jessie  M*Nab,  Midton.  |  2.  Mary  M'Kean,  Gaoxe  Street      * 

FOR  GENERAL  PROGRESS. 
Catherine  Yonng,  Fullwood. 

FOR  MAPPING. 

BOTS. 

1.  Robert  Hay»  Canal  Street  |  2.  James  Anderson,  Lawn  Street. 

GIRLS. 

h  Marianne  Semple,  High  Street.    I  2.  Isabella  R.  Brown,  Underwood 

I         Park. 

ELOCUTION. 
James  Anderson,  Lawn  Street. 

SEOOND  SENIOR  CLASS. — (BOTS.) 

1.  Robert  Hay,  Canal  Street.  i  3,  John  H.  Thomson,  Higji  Street 

2.  William  Thomson,  High  Street    | 

SECOND  SENIOR  CLASS.— (OIRLS.) 

1.  Marion  Pollock,  Riccartsbar. 

o    (  Janet  Young,  Fullwood. 

^  { IsabeUa  H.  Brown,  Underwood  Park. 

3.  Sarah  Campbell,  New  Sneddon. 

THIKD  SENIOR  CLASS.— (BOYS). 

1.  John  Pollock,  Riccartsbar.  t  3.  Dondas  Porteoos,  Hi^  Street 

2.  William  Allan,  Greenock  Road.    | 

THIRD  SENIOR  CLASS— (GIRLS). 


r  Ma^^e  Thomson,  Abbey  Street 
i  Jessie  Donaldson,  Stow  Place. 

2.  Meanora  Brown,  Underwood  Park. 

3.  Jane  Lang,  Espedair  Street 


IS 


FOR  GENERAL  PROGRESS. 
Eliza  Ann  Kerr,  Whitehangh. 

JUNIOR  CLASS. — (BOTS). 

I.  John  Dodds,  New  Sneddon  Street 
A     (George  King,  Lonend. 

(Thomas  Arwor,  Borshaw. 
3.  CJiarles  Maoalpine,  Castlehead. 


JUNIOR  CLASS.— {girls). 

1.  Margaret  Erskine,  Stone  Street  |  3.  Jeanie  M.    F.  Poison,   Ganza 
'sabella  C" 
Street 


2.  Isabella  Gillespie,  Now  Sneddon  I         Street. 
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INITIATORY  CLASS. 

BIBLE  KNOWLEDOK 

Isabella  Gillespie,  New  SneddoxL 

FIBST  CLASS. 

1.  Williamina  Brown,  Underwood  Park. 
(Florence  N.  Lamb,  Underwood  Cottage. 

2.  <Maij  Taylor,  St  James'  Place. 
(Robma  Abercrombie,  Oakshawhead. 

9   j  James  M'Mnrshy,  Castlehead. 
^-  tWilliam  Yuill,  Moss  Street 

8BCX)KD  CLASS. 

1.  William  Holms,  Sandyford.  I  2.  Robert  Pollock,  Back  Sneddon 

I         Street. 

THIRD  CLASS. 

1.  Bessie  Bell,  Greenock  Road.         |  2.  Thomas  Kerr,  Caledonia  Street. 

FOUBTH  CLASS. 

1.  Eliza  Donaldson,  Barshaw  Cot- 1  2.  Isabella  M'Gregor,  Caoseyside. 
tage.  I 

FIFTH  CLASS. 

Cecilia  Masson,  West  Brae. 


IL-MATHEMATICAL  AND  COMMERCIAL  DEPARTMENT. 

WRITING — (ontLS). 
FIRST  CLASS. 

Isabella  H.  Brown,  Underwood  Park. 

SECOND  DIVISION. — (First  Division). 
M.  A.  Richmond,  New  Street. 

SECOND  CLASS. — (Second  Division). 
J.  K.  Carrie,  Renfrew  Road. 

i-HiRD  CLASS.— (First  Division). 
Isabella  Weir,  Gauze  Street. 

THIRD  CLASS.— (Second  Division). 
Jane  Paton,  St.  James  Street. 

THIRD  CLASS. — (Third  Division). 
Isabella  Gillespie,  New  Sneddon. 

PRIVATE  CLASSES. 

Isabella  Richmond,  Moss  Street. 

BOOK-KEEPING. 
E.  Cockbum,  Moss  Street. 
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ARITHMETIC. 

SECOND  CLASS. — (First  Division.) 
J.  K.  Carrie,  Renfrew  Road. 

SECOND  CLASS.  —(Second  DiTision). 
Margaret  Millar,  Gauze  Street. 

THi&D  CLASS. — (Third  Division). 
Jane  Lang,  Espedair  Street. 

THIRD  CLASS. — (First  Dividon). 
Agnes  Begg,  Thread  Street. 

THIRD  CLAS9. — (Second  Division). 
Margaret  Thomson,  Abbey  Street. 

FOURTH  CLASS. — (First  Division). 
Catherine  Affleck,  Gilmonr  Street. 

FOURTH  CLASS. — (Second  Division). 
Margaret  Erakine,  Stone  Street.       |  Mary  Thomson,  High  Street. 

PRIVATE  CLASS. 

Mary  MacKean,  Caoseyside. 
EXERCISES  AND  GENERAL  PROGRESS. 


Ellen  Oliver,  Calside. 

Jessie  Hodgart^  Renfrew  Road. 


Jessie  Donaldson,  Barshaw  Cottage. 
Marairet  M'Kechnie,  Old  Sneddon 
Street 


MTRITING.— (boys). 

FIRST  CLASS — (Ist  Division). 
Robert  Hay,  High  Street. 

FIRST  CLASS. — (2nd  Division). 
James  Anderson,  Lawn  Street         |  James  Boyd,  Oakshaw. 

SECOND  CLASS — (Ist  Division). 
Frederick  Domayne,  ChurchhilL 

SECOND  CLASS — (2nd  Division.) 
David  Lang,  Espedair  Street 

THIRD  CLASS. — (Ist  Division.) 
Dundas  Porteous,  High  Street 

THIRD  CLASS.— (2d  Division), 
William  M*Houl,  Orchard  Street. 

THIRD  CLASS— (3rd  Division). 
William  Coats,  Fergualie  House. 
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BOOK-KEEPING.  ^ 

John  Gillespie,  New  SDeddon  Street. 

EXERCISES  AND  GENERAL  PROGRESS. 

John  Henderson,  Castlehead.  I  Thomas  Fairley,  Caaseysida 

D.  M.  Bronton,  GhorchhiU.  |  John  Barr,  Castlehead. 

ARITHMETIC. 
FIRST  CLASS. —(First  Division). 
John  L.  Pinkerton,  Johnstone. 

FIRST  CLASS.— (Second  Division). 
J.    E.    Campbell,  Caledonia   Street. 

FIRST  CLASS. — (Third  Division). 
F.  Hanxwell,  Hawkhead. 

SBCOND  CLASS. — (First  Division). 
Alexander  Stewart,  Nethercraigs. 

sscoND  CLASS. — (Second  Division). 
J.  H.  Thomson,  High  Street 

SECOND  CLASS. — (Third  Division). 
Dondas  Porteous,  High  Street. 

THIRD  CLASS.— (First  Division). 
William  A.  Coats,  Ferguslie  House. 

THIRD  CLASS. — (Scoond  Divislon). 
F.  Lewis,  Storie  Street* 

FOURTH  CLASS. — (First  Division). 
David  CampbeU,  East  Buchanan  St.  |  John  Dodds,  New  Sneddon  Street. 

FOURTH  CLASS.— (Second  Division). 
William  Macalpine,  Castlehead. 

MATHEMATICS— ALGEBRA. 
William  Y.  King,  St.  James'  Street. 

MATHEMATICS— EUCLID. 
John  Gillespie,  New  Sneddon  Street. 

EXERCISES,  &c. 
Wm.  Lewis,  Storie  Street,  and  Wm.  Dickie,  Thread  Street. 

Mr.  Hodge's  Prizes  for  Best  Writer. 
Catherine  K.  Young,  Fullwood.        |  J.  E.  Campbell,  Caledonia  Street 

Mr.  Hodge's  Two  SQver  Medals  for  Best  Arithmetician. 
Catherine  Bennie,  Johnstone.  |  Andrew  Brodie,  Houston. 

Mr.  Robert  Brown's  Two  Silver  Medab  for  Improvement  in  Writing. 
Eleanora  Brown,  Underwood  Park.  |  Alexander  Henderson,  Castlehead. 
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UL— CLASSICAL  DEPARTMENT. 
LATIN  AND  GREEK. 

FIFTH  CLASS. 

Virgil,  Honoe,  Cieero,  Livy  and  Tacitus,  and  Exerdses ;  Xenophon  and 

Homer. 

The  Barrie  Medal- 
James  E.  Campbell,  Caledonia  Street. 

LATIN  AND  GREEK. 

FOUBTH  CLASS. 

SalluBt,  Virgil,  Cicero,  and  Exercises. 
1.  John  Gillespie,  New  Sneddon  St.  |  2.  John  Henderson,  Castlehead. 

LATIN,  &a 

TUl&D  CLASS. 

Caesar,  Ovid,  Vii^  and  Exercises. 

1.  William  Y.  King,  St.  James*  Stieet 
A  i  William  Lochhead,  George's  Place. 
(  John  Craw,  Greenock  R(Md. 

LATIN,  4c. 

SECOND  CLASS. 

Rudiments,  Delectus,  Ovid,  and  Exerdses. 

1.  Francis  Hauxwell,  Hawkhead.     In    jT.  L.  Galloway,  Oakshaw. 

2.  William  Dickie,  Thread  Street.    |  ^'   (Robert  Morton,  Rlackhall  Farm. 

LATIN,  &a 

FIRST  CLASS. 

Rudiments  and  Delectus. 

1.  Andrew  J.  Brodie,  Houston.        I  4.  Alexander  C.  Stewart,  Nether- 

2.  Robert  Hay,  High  Street  craigs. 

3.  John  H.  Thomson,  High  Street.    | 

Special  Prize  for  Ancient  and  Modem  Geography — 
David  Lang,  Espedair. 

FIBST  FRENCH  CLASS. 

I    (John  Craw,  Greenock  Road.       I  2.  Catherine  Young,  Fullwood. 
(Jane  Cnrrie,  Renfrew  Road.       | 

SECOND  FRENCH  CLASS. 

1.  William  Y.  King,  St  James*  Street 
2    (  William  Lewis,  Storie  Street 
(  Marion  Pollock,  Riccartsbar. 

In  reference  to  the  prize  awarded  William  Lewis,  Dr.  Bmnton  stated 
that  he  had,  during  the  session,  in  his  leisure  time,  translated  in  able 
style,  from  French  into  English,  three  books,  which  translation  he  handed 
round  for  inspection. 
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eth  July,  1867. 

I.— ENGUSH  DEPARTMENT. 

ADVANCED  CLASSES-MR.  D.  DONALDSON,  F.E.ia 

SILVEB  MEDAL. 

For  Excellence  in  English  Grammar  and  Compontion. 

Presented  by  Mr.  Peter  Coats,  of  Woodside. 

Duncan  M'N.  Bmnton,  ChurchliilL 

Prize  for  Geography  and  British  History,  presented  by  Bailie  Park, 

Paisley. 

Alexander  M'William,  Gateside. 

Prise  for  Elocution,  presented  by  Mr.  P.  Comyn  Macgregor,  of  Brediland. 

William  Y.  King,  St  James  Place. 

For  Map  Drawing. 

Duncan  M*N.  Brunton,  ChmrchhiU,  \  jjq^-i 
Thomas  Fairley,  Causeysid^  >  ^""' 

FiBST  SENIOR  CLASS— Girls  (Private). 

1.  Mary  M^Murchy,  Castlehead.       I  3.  Marion  Pollock,  Eiccartsbar. 

2.  Janet  Young,  Fullwood.  | 

For  Essays  and  Exerdses— 

Mary  Ann  Poison,  Gauze  Street 

FUtST  SENIOR  CLASS— (Boys). 

1.  D.  M'N.  Brunton,  ChurchhilL      |  2.  Cams  Anderson,  Lawn  Street 
«  William  Y.  King,  St  James  Place,    >  ™^„.i 
*  Frederick  Dumayne,  Churchhill,       ^^"^^ 

SECOND  SENIOR  CLASS— (Girls). 

1.  Agnes  B^^,  Castlehead. 

Jessie  Donaldson,  Barshaw  Cottace,    '\ 

2.  Eleonora  Brown,  Underwood  Park,      >EquaL 
Maggie  Thomson,  Abbey  Street^  } 

SECOND  SENIOR  CLASS— (Boys). 

1.  Alexander  M<William,  Gateside.  I  3.  William  Clapperton,  Johnstone. 

2.  John  H.  Thomson,  High  Street   | 

THIRD  SENIOR  CLASS— (Girls). 

1.  Jane  Begg,  Castlehead. 
A  Elizabeth  Ballantyne,  Causeyside,     )  i;v....i 
^-  Maggie  Thomson,  Abbey  Street,        J  *^**"- 

THIRD  SENIOR  CLASS— (BoyS.) 

L  John  M'A.  Dodds,  New  Sneddon.  I  3.  Robert  Drybrough,  Arkleston. 
2.  Andw.  Wilson,  Garthland  St  | 

FIRST  JUNIOR  CLASS— (Girls.) 

1.  Susannah  Robertson,  New  Sneddon  Street 

2.  Catherine  Brown,  High  Street 

For  Progress — Maggie  Cairns,  New  Sneddon  Street 
T  3 
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PIRST  JUNIOR  CLASS — (Boys). 

1.  Matthew  P.  Fraser,  Underwood.  I  3.  Thomas  Arthur,  Barshaw. 

2.  Charles  Macalpine,  Castlehead.     | 

SECOND  JITNIOB  CLASS— (Girls. ) 

1.  Jeanie  Smith,  Saucel  Bank.  I  3.  Bessie  Fisher,  Craigidea. 

2.  Jane  Campbcil,  Netheroommon.    | 

For  Progress— Mary  Taylor,  St.  James  Place. 

SECOND  JUNIOR  CLASS — (Boys.) 

,   James  M*Murchy,  Castlehead,  >  tj.^„.i 
*•  William  Yuill,  Craigielea,  f  ^"^^ 

2.  John  Dmmmondy  Oarthland  Street. 

INITIATORY  CLASSES— MISS  THOMSON. 

JUNIOR  AND  INinATORT  BIBLE  CLASS. 

1.  Susannah  Bobertson,  New  Sneddon  Street. 
1.  James  M'Murchy,  Castlehead. 

FiRflT  CLASS — (Ist  Division.) 

1.  Robert  Pollock,  Back  Sneddon.     I  a.  Josephine  Bow,  New  Sneddon  St 

2.  John  M'WilUam,  Gateside.  ] 

For  Progress — John  Hay,  High  Street. 
FIRST  CLASS — (2nd  Division.) 

1.  Harry  Allan,  Greenock  Road.       t  3.  Eliza  Donaldson,  BarshawCottage.  j 

2.  George  Barclay,  Gateside.  |  / 

SBOOND  CLASS. 


1.  Bertram  Ballantyne,  Causeyside. 

2.  Jemima  Campbell,    Netheroom- 


3.  Cecilia  Masson,  West  Brae. 


FOR  PROGRESS. 
Florence  C.  Ferrie,  Causeyside. 

THIBD  CLASS. 

1.  Jeanie  Fisher,  Craigielea.  |  2.  Gboige  Craw,  Caledonia  Street. 

FOUBTH  GLASS. 

Jeanie  Mitchell,  New  Sneddon  Street. 
INDUSTRIAL  DEPARTMENT. 


Jessie  M'Nab,  Midton. 
Anne  Drybrough,  Arkleston. 
Marion  Pollock,  Riccartsbar. 


Jane  Lanff,  Espedair. 

Maggie  Thomson,  Abbey  Street. 

Jane  M'Kechnie,  Old  Sneddon  SI 


IL— CLASSICAL  DEPARTMENT. 
OLD  SCHOLARS'  PRIZE  LIST. 

FIFTH  CLASS. 

Latin  and  Greek  :  Virgil,  Horace,  Cicero,  Livy,  and  Terence,  Xenophon, 
Homer,  and  Herodotus. 

The  Barrifi  Medal- 
Duncan  M'N.  Brunton,  ChurchhilL 
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FOURTH  CLASS. 

Latin  and  Greek  :  Sallust,  Virgil,  Cicero,  and  Exercises. 

First  Greek  Reader. 

1.  John  Craw,  Caledonia  Street.        |  2.  Wm.  Lochhead,  George's  Place. 

THIBD  CLASS. 

Latin  and  Greek  :  Ceesar,  Ovid,  Virgil,  and  Exercises. 
First  Greek  Keader. 
1.  F.  M.  HanxweU,  Hawkhead.        |  2.  Robert  W.  Laing,  New  Street. 

SECOin)  CLASS. 

Latin  :  Rudiments,  Delectus,  Ovid,  and  Exercises. 

,  Robert  Hay,  High  Street,  )  pv,t,*i 

^-  Dundas  S.  Porteous,  High  Street,  J  '^'^ 
2.  Andrew  Wilson,  Garthland  Street 

FIBST  CLASS. 

Rudiments  and  Delectus. 

1.  John  M' A.  Dodds,  New  Sneddon.  I  3.  Thomas  R  M*Kenzie,  Johnstone. 

2.  Alexander  M'WiUiam,  Gateside.  |  4.  Jeanetta  Henderson,  Castlehead. 

Ist  Greek  Prize—F.  M.  Hauxwell,  Hawkhead. 

Special  Prize  for  Greek,  Latin,  Ancient  Geography,  and  History. 
William  Dickie,  Thread  Street. 

FIBST  FRENCH  CLASS. 

1.  Eleonora    Brown,    Underwood    i  1.  D.  M*lf.  Brunton,  ChurchhUL 
Park,  I 

SECOND  FRENCH  CLASS. 

1.  J.  M'Kenzie,  North  GreenhilL      |  1.  John  Craw,  Caledonia  Street. 

THIRD  FRENCH  CLASS. 

William  Y.  King,  St.  James'  Place. 


Ill— MATHEMATICAL  AND  COMMERCIAL  DEPARTMENT. 

WRITING. 

Mr.  Robert  Brown's  Two  Medals  for  Improvement  in  Writing. 

Eliza  Ronald,  Merksworth,  and  Charles  Forrest,  Castlehead. 

Mr.  Hodge's  Prizes  for  best  Writer. 

Mary  Ann  Semple,  High  Street,  and  Thomas  Fairley,  Causeydde. 

GIRLS. 

CLASS  L— (Division  I). 
Jeanie  Park,  Oakshaw.  |  Bethia  H.  Caldwell,  Craigielea. 

CLASS  L— (Division  II.) 
Eliza  M*Kenzie,  North  Greenhill. 

CLASS  IL— (Division  I). 
Eleonora  Brown,  Underwood  Park. 
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CLASS  II.— (Division  11). 

Julia  Macaab,  Midton,  and  Catherine  Affleck,  Gilmour  Street — EqnaL 

CLASS  m. — (Division  I). 

Helen  Spenoe,  Stone  Street. 

CLASS  m.— (Divirion  II). 

Mag£^e  Camming,  Gauze  Street,  and  Kathleen  N.  L«mb»  Underwood.— 

Equal 

CLASS  in.— Division  III). 

Catherine  Masson,  West  Brae. 

CLASS  IV.— (Division  I). 

Agnes  Harper,  Falside. 

CLASS  rv.— (Divirion  II). 

Robina  Abercrombie,  Oakshaw. 

CLASS  IV. — (Division  III). 

Jeanetta  Holms,  Sandyf ord. 

PRIVATE  CLASS. 

Isabella  H.  Brown,  Underwood  Park.  |  Janet  B.  Caldwell,  Craigielea. 

BOTS. 

CLASS  I. — (Division  I.) 
F.  M.  Hauxwell,  Hawkhead. 

CLASS  I. — (Division  II). 

John  Craw,  Caledonia  Streel 

CLASS  n. — (Division  I). 

Cams  Anderson,  Gauze  Street,  Alex.  M^illiam,  Gateside— EquaL 

CLASS  n. — (Division  II. 

Wm.  Allan,  Greenock  Boad,  and  John  Morrison,  Dyer's  Wynd — Equal 

CLASS  n.— {Division  III). 

John  W.  Pollock,  Riccartsbar. 

CLASS  in. — (Division  I). 
William  Andrews,  High  Street. 

CLASS  in. — (Division  II). 
William  M*Houl,  Orchard  Street. 

CLASS  IV.— {Division  I). 

John  M.  Dodds,  New  Sneddon. 

CLASS  IV.— (Division  II). 

George  W.  King,  St  James'  Place. 

CLASS  rv. — (Division  III. 

Robert  Pollock,  Back  Sneddon. 

CLASS  IT.— (Division  IV.) 
Robert  M'Kechnie,  GreenhilL 

BOOK-KEEPING. 

Jessie  Macnab,  Midton.  1  William  Y.  King,  St.  James'  Place. 

Robert  W.  Laing,  New  Street.  | 
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ARITHMETIC. 

Mr.  William  Hodge's  Two  Medals  for  best  ArithineticiaiL 

Janet  You^g,  FuUwood;  and  Robert  W.  Laing,  New  Street. 

OIRI£. 

FIBST  CLASS — (Ist  Division.) 
Mary  A.  Richmond,  New  Street. 

FIBST  CLASS— (2nd  Division.) 
Agnes  J.  Thomson,  Wellmeadow. 

SEOOND  CLASS — (Ist  Divisiou.) 

{Margaret  Thomson,  Wellmeadow. 
Jane  Lang,  Espedair. 

SECOND  CLASS — (2nd  Division.) 
Agnes  Begg,  Castlehead. 

THIRD  CLASS — (Ist  DivisiOD.) 

Maggie  Thomson,  Abbey  Street. 

THIRD  CLASS— (2nd  Division.) 
Maggie  M'Kechnie,  Old  Sneddon. 

FOURTH  CLASS — (2nd  Division.) 
Jane  Begg,  Castlehead. 

FIFTH  CLASS — (Ist  Division.) 
Mary  Macnab,  Midton. 

FIFTH   CLASS  —  (2nd  Division.) 
Jane  Campbell,  Nethercommon. 

BOYS. 

FIRST  CLASS — (Ist  Division.) 
F.  M.  Haoxwell,  Hawkhead. 

FIRST  CLASS — (2nd  Division.) 
Robert  Paterson,  Falside.  |  John  Square,  Hawkhead. 

SECOND  CLASS— (1st  Division.) 

William  Clapperton,  Johnstone. 

SECOND  CLASS — (2nd  Division.) 

John  Bryce,  Abbotsinch. 

THIRD  CLASS — (2nd  Division.) 

John  M.  Dodds,  New  Sneddon. 

FOURTH  CLASS— (2nd  Division.) 

Matthew  Fraser,  Underwood.  |  William  M 'Alpine,  Castlehead. 

FIFTH  CLASS — (Ist  Division.) 

Thomas  Arthur,  Barshaw* 

FIFTH  CLASS — (2nd  Division.) 

Matthew  Kyle,  Laigh  Parks. 
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MATHEMATICS. 

Geometry — Robert  W.  Laing,  New  St. ;  Algebra — John  Pinkerton,  Aber- 
oom  St.    Greatest  Progress— T.  L.  Galloway,  Oakahaw. 

EXERCISES  AND  GENERAL  PROGRESS. 


Jessie  Donaldson,  Barshaw  Cottage. 
Christian  B.  Thomson,  Wellmeadow 
Jessie  Hodgart,  Renfrew  Road. 
James  Anderson,  Lawn  Street. 
Robert  Morton,  Blackball  Farm. 


James  A.  Young,  Fall  wood. 
Robert  Cleland,  Seedhills. 
George  Hutton,  Castlehead. 
Rob^  Drybrough,  Aikleston. 


EXERCISES  SET  FOR  THE  CHRISTMAS  HOLIDAYa 
Thomas  Fairley,  Cavsejrside.  I  Thomas  Donaldson. 

F.  M.  Haoxwell,  Hawkhead.  | 

TWO  SILVER  MEDALS. 
Presented  by  Dr.  M*Kechnie,  Greenhill,  for  Highest  Eminence  during 

the  coarse  of  Four  Years. 
Maggie  Thomson,  Abbey  Street.        |  John  Craw,  Caledonia  Street. 


4ih  July,  1868. 

L-ENGLISH  DEPARTMENT.— Me.  D.  DONALDSON,  F.RLS. 

Two  Silver  Medals  for  General  Excellence  during  four  years,  presented 

by  Dr.  M'Kechnie. 
Eleonora  Brown,  Underwood  Park.  |  Francis  HaurweU,  Hawkhead. 

Silrer  Medal,  for  Excellence  in  English  Grammar  and  Con^KMition, 
presented  by  Mr.  Peter  Coats,  Woodside — 
John  Wikon  Pollock,  Riccartsbar. 

Prize  for  Elocution,  presented  by  Mr.  P.  Comyn  Maqs^regor  of  Brediland. 
William  Clapperton,  Johnstone. 
Prizes  for  Bible  Knowledge,  presented  by  the  Ministers  of  Paisley. 
James  Young,  Fullwood.  |  Jessie  Donaldson,  Stow  Place. 

INITIATORY  CLASSES.— Miss  HANNINGTON. 
For  Bible  Knowled^;e — 
1.  Mary  L.  Taylor,  St.  James  Place.  |  2.  Bessie  Bell,  Greenock  Road. 

FIRST  CLASS. 

Annie  C.  Thomson,  Wellmeadow. 

SEOOND  CLASS. 

Isabella  Lang,  Espedair. 

THIRD  CLASS. 

1.  James  Reid,  Renfrew  Road.  I  3.  Louisa  Hoeck,  High  Stiieei. 


2.  Jeanie  Mitchell,  New  Sneddon  St 

FOURTH  CLASS. 

1.  William  Young,  BlackhaU.  |  2.  Alex.  Leckie,  High  Street. 

FirrH  CLASS. 

1.  Cecilia  Masson,  West  Brae.  |  2.  Eliza  Donaldson,  BarshawCottage* 
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JUNIOR  AND  SENIOR  CLASSES. 

WBST  JUNIOR — (Ist  Division.) 
John  Hay,  High  Street. 

FIRST  JUNIOR — (2nd  Division.) 
Robert  Pollock,  Back  Sneddon. 

SECOND  JUNIOR — BOYS— (Ist  Division.) 
William  Holms,  Sandyford. 

SECOND  JUNIOR— GIRLS — (Ist  Division.) 
Annie  M'Donald,  Abbey  Street. 

SECOND  JUNIOR— (2nd  Division.) 
1.  James  Mldarchy,  Castlehead.      |  2.  James  Begg,  Castlehhead. 

FIRST  SENIOR — (BoyS.) 

1.  Charles  Macalpioe,  Castlehead.     I  3.  Robert  M'Kechnie,  GreenhilL 

2.  Qeorge  King,  Lonend.  | 

FIRST  SENIOR — (Girls.) 
1.  Janet  Ballantyne,  Causeyside.       |  2.  Jeanie  Smith,  Saacel  Bank. 

SECOND  SENIOR — (BoyS.) 

1.  Donald  M'Pherson,  Johnstone.     |  2.  John  Leitch,  East  Buchanan  St. 

SECOND  SENIOR — (Girls.) 

1.  JessieDonaldson^BarshawCottaffe.  I  2.  Jane  Begg,  Castlehead. 

2.  EleonoraBrown,  Underwood  Paniu  | 

THIRD   SENIOR. 

Alexander  M 'William,  Gateside. 

PRIVATE  CLASS — (Girls.) 
1.  Isabella  Campbell,  Netheroommon  |  2.  Mary  M'Eean,  Ganze  Street. 

For  Bible  Knowledge — 

JUNIORS. 

Alexander  Symington,  Oakshaw.       |  Alice  Hauxwell,  Hawkhead. 

For  Map  Drawing — 

1.  Fred.  Lewis,  Storie  Street  I  3.  Alex.  Henderson,  Castlehead. 

2.  Hogh  Wilson,  Renfrew.  |  4.  Maggie  Drysdale,  Arkleston. 

FOR  EXERCISES  AND  GENERAL  PROGRESS. 

SECOND  JUNIOR  CLASS— (Girls. ) 

Alice  Hauxwell,  Hawkhead. 

SECOND  JUNIOR  CLASS— (BoyS.) 

John  Drummond,  Garthland  Street 

FIRST  SENIOR  CLASS — (BoyS.) 

William  Bronton,  ChurchhilL 

SECOND  SENIOR  CLASS— (BoyS. ) 

WOliam  M'Naughtan,  Churchhill. 
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SECOND  SENIOR  CLASS— (GlrU.) 

Christina  Cairns,  New  Sneddon  Street 

THIRD  SENIOR  CLASS — (BoyS.) 

Francis  Hanxwell,  Hawkhead. 

PRIVATE  CLASS — (Girls.) 
Eliza  Bonald,  Merksworth.  |  Maggie  Hutchison,  Garthland  VUce. 

INDUSTRIAL  DEPARTMENT— MISS  HANNINGTON. 

1.  Christina  Guthrie,  Calside.  ^  Julia  M'Nab,  Midton,     >  i^^„.i 

2.  Eliza  Craw,  Greenock  Road.  **  Mary  M'Nab.      „  f  *^'***- 

3.  Mary  M'Murchy,  Castlehead.  r  Mary  Andrew,  Inchinnan )  ir^^.i 

^•J.I^naldson,StowPL     }  ^'^ 

VOCAL  MUSIC— MR  JAMES  MAYER 

SENIOR  CLASS — (BoyS.) 

Alexander  Henderson,  Castlehead. 

SENIOR  CLASS — (Girls.) 

Jessie  Donaldson,  Stow  Place. 

JUNIOR  CLASS. 

William  Robertson,  Castlehead. 

JUNIOR  CLASS — (Girls.) 
Janet  Ballantyne,  Causciyside. 

IL -COMMERCIAL  AND  MATHEMATICAL  DEPARTMENT.- 
Mr.  GLASS. 
WRITING. 
Mr.  Robert  Brown's  Two  Silver  Medals  for  Improvement. 
Mary  Whitehead,  Broomlands.         |  James  Buchanan,  Inchinnan. 

Mr.  Hodge's  Prizes  for  Highest  Marks. 
Annie  Little,  Renfrew.  |  Francis  Hauxwell,  Hawkhead. 

GIRLS. 

FIRST  CLASS. — (Ist  Division). 
Mary  M'Murchy,  Castlehead. 

PIRST  CLASS. — (2nd  Division). 
EHeonora  Brown,  Underwood  Park. 
Margaret  Thomson,  Abbey  Street. 

SECOND  CLASS. — (Ist  Division). 
Janet  Pollok,  Back  Sneddon. 

SECOND  CLASS. — (2nd  Division). 
Kathleen  Lamb,  Underwood  Cottage. 

SECOND  CLASS. — (3rd  Division). 
Jane  Young,  Blackball. 

THIRD  CLASS. — (Ist  Division). 
Mary  Thomson,  Hizh  Street. 
Isabella  Gillespie,  ^ew  Sneddon  Street. 
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THiBD  CLASS.— (2nd  Diyision). 
Mmry  Kilpatrick,  Abbey  Street. 

POiTETH  CLASS.— (Iflt  Division). 

Catherine  Brown,  High  Street. 
FOURTH  CLASS.— (2nd  Division). 

€leotgina  Masson,  West  Brae. 

BOYS. 

FIBST  CLASS— (Ist  Diviuon.) 
Frederick  Lewis,  Storie  Street. 

FIBST  CLASS.— (2nd  Division). 
John  Home,  Milliken  Park. 

ssooNB  CLASS — (Ist  Division.) 
Peter  Bonald,  Merkaworth. 

SBOOND  CLASS.— (2nd  Division). 
Menelans  Anderson,  Lawn  Street. 

THXBB  CLASS.— (Ist  Division). 
James  Black,  Old  Smithhills. 

THIRD  CLASS. — (2nd  Division). 
James  Pollock,  Riocartsbar. 

THIBD  CLASS.— (3rd  Division.) 
David  Drybrongh,  Arkleston. 

FOUBTH  CLASS. — (Ist  Division.) 
William  Hoeck,  High  Street 

FOURTH  CLASS.— (2nd  Division.) 
Wml  Robertson,  Castlehead. 

FOUBTH  CLASS.— (3rd  Division.) 
Matthew  M^Kean,  Castlehead.) 

BOOKKEEPING. 
Dnndas  Porteoos,  High  Street         |  William  Clapperton,  Johnstone. 

ARITHMETIC. 
Mr.  Hodge's  Two  Silver  Medals  for  Highest  Marks. 
Julia  M'Kab,  Midton.  |  Thomas  M'Kenzie,  Johnstone. 

FIBST  CLASS— (girls.  ) 

Janet  Yonng,  Fullwood. 

SECOND  class. 

Eliza  M'Kenzie,  North  Oreenhill. 

THIBD  CLASS — (Ist  Division.) 
Helen  Spence,  Storie  Street 

THIBD  CLASS — (2nd  Division.) 
Mary  H.  Kennedy,  High  Street       |  Mary  C.  King,  St  James  Street 

u3 
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THIRD  CLASS — (3rd  Division.) 
Janet  Ballantyne,  Canseyside. 

FOURTH  CLASS — (Ist  Division.) 
Jane  Campbell,  Nethercommon. 

FOURTH  CLASS— ('2nd  Division.) 
Susannah  Bobertson,  Castlehead. 

FOURTH  CLASS— (Srd  Division.) 
Marion  Holms,  Sandyford. 

FIRST  CLASS — (bOTS.) 

Alexander  M 'William,  Gateside. 

SECOND  CLASS — (Ist  Division.) 
William  A.  Coats,  Feigaslie  House.  |  William  M'Lay. 

SECOND  CLASS — (2nd  Division.) 
John  Dodds,  New  Sneddon.  |  Donald  M'Phenon,  Johnstime. 

THIRD  CLASS — (Ist  Division.) 
Paul  Campbell,  St.  James  Street. 

THIRD  CLASS— (2nd  Division.) 
Charles  Macalpine,  Castlehead. 

FOURTH  CLASS— (1st  Division.) 
Matthew  Kyle,  Laigh  Parka 

FOURTH  CLASS — (2nd  Division.) 
John  Donald,  Johnstone.  |  James  M'Murchy,  Castlehead. 

FOURTH  CLASS — (3pd  Division.) 
James  Begg,  Castlehead. 

EXERCISES  AND  GENERAL  PROGRESS. 
Christian  B.  Thomson,  Wellmeadow. 
Jessie  Donaldson,  Stow  Place. 
Jeanie  Smith,  Saucel  Bank. 

MATHEMATICS. 
1.  Robert  W.  Lamg,  New  Street 

2    S^'^^-^;?*^«^*^^ii^^'?^^?^lEcmaL 
Frederick  Dumayne,  Churchhill,    >  ^ 


James  Gilmour,  High  Street. 
Robert  Ronald,  Meiksworth. 
Geoi^  Smith. 


III.— CLASSICAL  DEPARTMENT.— Dr.  BRUNTON. 

The  Barrie  Medal— 

Francis  Hauxwell,  Hawkhead. 

FIFTH  CLASS. 

I.  Robert  A.  Clelland,  Seedhills. 

FOURTH  CLASS. 

1.  William  Dickie,  Thread  Street.     |  2.  Robert;  W.  Laing,  New  Street. 
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THIRD  CLASS. 

1.  Alex.  M'William,  Gateside.  I  2.  William  Allan  Coats,  Fergoslie 

I         HouBe. 

SECOND  CLASS. 

1.    John   M'Aliater   Dodds,    New  I  2.  Thomas  E.  M'Kenzie,  Johnstone. 
Sneddon.  |  3.  John  Bryce,  Abbots  Inch. 

FIRST  CLASS. 

1.  Charles  M 'Alpine,  Castlehead.      I  3.  James  Young,  Fullwood. 

2.  Eobert  Craig,  Grateside.  | 

FRENCH  CLASSES. 
(Senior  Division.) 


Sarah  Barr,  Gockston. 


Mary  M*Marchy,  Castlehead. 
John     L.      Pinkerton,     Abercom 
Street. 

(Junior.) 
Eleonora  Brown,  Underwood  Park.   I  Janet  Young,  Fullwood. 
Wm.  Allan  Coats,  Ferguslie  House.  | 

Prize  for  Ancient  Geography — 
Alexander  Henderson,  Castlehead. 

JUNIOR   GREEK. 

John  L.  Pinkerton,  Abercom  Street. 


3rd  July,  1869, 

I.— CLASSICAL  DEPARTMENT. 
LATIN  AND  GREEK. 

FIFTH  CLASS. 

The  Barrie  Medal— William  Dickie,  Thread  Street. 
1.  John  L.  Pinkerton,  Abercom  St.    |  2.  Fred.  G.  Dumayne,  ChurchhilL 

FOITRTH  CLASS. 

1. Wm.Allan Coats,  FerguslieHouse.  |  2.  Alexander  M< William,  Gateside. 

THIRD  CLASS. 

1.  John  M'Alister  Dodds,   New     I  2.  John  Edmiston,  Storie  Street. 
Sneddon  Street.  |  3.  John  Bryce,  Abbots  Inch. 

SECOND  CLASS. 

1.  Charles  M 'Alpine,  Castlehead.      I  3.  James  Young,  Fullwood. 

2.  Robert  Craig,  Gateside.  | 

FIRST  CLASS. 

1.  A.  Martin  Johnstone,  Langbank.  I  3.  George  King,  Lonend. 

2.  Robert  Brown  Hoey,  High  Street  | 


GREEK. 
,  New  Sne 
Frederick  Lewis,  Storie  Street, 


John  M*A^  Dodds,  New  Sneddon  Street,  >  xv,y«i 


Digitized  by 


Google 


660  APPEKDIX. 

FRENCH  CLASSES.— MoKS.  MEYER. 

SEKIOK  CLASS. 

Wm.  A.  Coats,  Fergoslie  House.      |  Mary  M'Marcliy,  Castldiead. 

JTTNIOK  CLASS. 

Frederick  Lewis,  Stone  Street         |  Jessie  Donaldsan,  Stow  Place. 

Prizes  for  Exercises,  by  Mods.  Meyer. 

John  L.  Pinkerton,  Abercom  Street. 
Bfizmie  Eirkwood,  Inkermaim. 
Maiy  C.  King,  St.  James  Street. 
Thomas  Watson,  Follwood,         'i 
John  W.  Pollock,  Riccartsbar,     >  EqnaL 
Alex.  M<William,  Gateside,        ) 
Catherine  J.  Henderson,  Castlehead. 


IL— ENGLISH  DEPARTMENT.— Mr.  DONALDSON,  P.E.LS. 

€k>ld  Medal,  presented  by  Mr.  Peter  Coats  for  Exoellenoe  in  En^iak 

Grammar  and  Composition. 

Alexander  M 'William,  Gatedde. 

Silver  Medals,  presented  by  Mr.  Thomas  Coats  of  Feigoslie  for  Exoellenoe  I 

in  British  History  and  Geography.  V 

Mary  Eling,  St  James  Street  |  Alexander  Fnllerton,  Christie  St  f 

Elooation  Prize,  presented  by  BIr.  P.  Comyn  Macgr^;or  of  Brediland 
Fred.  G.  Domayne,  ChnrchhilL 

Bible  Knowledge  Prizes,  presented  by  the  Ministers  of  Paisley. 
Jessie  Scott,  Kilbarchan.  |  John  Kerr,  East  Fnlton. 

PRXVATE  CLASS. — (Senior  Division. ) 
Mary  M'Keao,  Castlehead.  |  Maggie  Thomson,  Abbey  Street 

ADVANCED  ENGLISH. 

John  Wilson  Pollock,  Riccartsbar. 

POUBTH  CLASS — (BOyS.) 

John  Kerr,  East  Fulton. 

THiED  CLASS— (Girls.) 
Mary  King,  St  James'  Street 

(Boys.) 
James  Yomi&Fullwood,  lEqnaL 

Menelaos  Anderson,  Lawn  Street,    >  *-»i**~- 

SECOND  CLASS— (Girls.) 
Annie  Stewart,  Caoseyside. 

(Boys.) 
George  Hamilton,  Blackland  MilL 
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FIRST  CLASS— {Girlfl.) 
Jeanie  Campbell,  Netheroommon. 

(Boys.) 
James  Mldurchy,  Castlehead. 

MAP  DRAWING. 

1.  Fred.  G.  Dnmayne,  Chnrchliill.    |  2.  James  Donald,  Johnstone. 

COMPOSITION. 

Jane  Begg,  CasUehead.'  |  Jane  MTarlane,  Hunter  Street. 

For  Home  Work  daring  the  Christmas  Holidays. 
Sarah  Barr,  Gockston.  |  John  Robertson. 

Diligence  and  Good  Conduct. 
Marion  C.  Holms,  Sandyford. 

Progress  during  Session. 
William  Holms,  Sandyford. 

potTRTH  CLASS— (Girls,) 
Alice  Hanzwell,  Hawkhead,  >  Ti»«„«i 

Mary  M  TarLme,  Hunter  Street,     j"  ^^^ 

(Boys.) 
MaUhew  M*Kean,  Castlehead. 

THIRD  CLASS — (Girls.) 

Jane  Dalrymple,  Glen  Street. 

(Boys.) 

James  Dodds,  New  Sneddon  Street. 

SECOND  CLASS — (Girls.) 

Annie  Brown,  Underwood  Park. 

(Boys.) 
Alexander  Leckie,  High  Street, )  -p^^^j 
William  Young,  Blackball,         J  ^^^ 

(Ist  Division.) 
Jeanie  Mitchell,  New  Sneddon  Street. 

BIBLE  KNOWLEDGE. 

(Girls.) 
Alice  Hauxwell,  Hawkhead. 
(Boys.) 
James  Begg,  Castlehead. 

INITIATORY  DIVISION. 

POURTH  CLASS — (Gipls.) 

1.  Isa.  Yonng,  St  James'  Street      |  2.  Alice  Maonab,  Midton. 

(Boys.) 

1.  David  Donaldson,  Stow  Place. 

2.  Hugh  Macfarlane,  Gilmour  Street 
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THIRD  CLASS— (Girls.) 
IsabellA  Lang,  Espedair. 

(Boys.) 
Thomas  Jack,  Caoseyside. 

siKX)ND  CLASS— (Girls.) 
Maggie  Pollock,  fiiccartsbar. 

(Boys.) 
Robert  Graham,  New  Sneddon  Street. 

FIRST  CLASS— (Girls.) 
Janet  Johnston,  Langbank. 

(Boys.) 
Archibald  Holms,  Sandyf ord. 

BIBLE  KNOWLEDGE. 

(Girls.) 

Georgina  Masson,  West  Brae. 

(Boys.) 

John  Hay,  High  Street. 


INDUSTRIAL  DEPARTMENT.— MISS  HANNINGTON. 

PANCY  WORK. 

1.  Mary  M'Morohy,  Castlehead.       |  2.  Julia  M'Nab,  Midton. 

GENERAL  DIUGE21CE. 

1.  Catherine  Masson,  West  Brae.      |  2.  Jane  Park,  Glenahinnoch. 

GENERAL  PROGRESS. 

1.  Jane  Lang,  Eroedair.  I  3.  Blary  Thomson,  High  Street. 

2.  Jane  Yoong,  Blackball.  | 


IIL— MATHEMATICAL  AND  COMMERCIAL  DEPARTMENT. 
WRITING. 

Silver  Medals,  presented  by  Mr.  Robert  Brown,  Underwood  Park,  for 
Greatest  Improvement. 

Lizzie  Dobie,  Love  Street.  |  Thomas  Watson,  Full  wood. 

Prizes  presented  by  Mr.  Wm.  Hodge,  Paisley,  for  Highest  Ma^s. 
Jane  Abercrombie,  Oakshaw.  |  Frederick  Lewis,  Storie  Street. 

GIRLS. 

FIRST  CLASs^lst  DivisioD.) 
Annie  Little,  Renfrew. 

FIRST  CLASS— (2nd  Division.) 
Julia  M'Naby  Midton. 
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FIRST  CLASS — (3rd  Division.) 
Isabella  Gillespie,  New  Sneddon  Street 

SECOND  CLASS — (Ist  Division.) 

SECOND  CLASS — (2nd  Division.) 
Jessie  Scott,  Kilbarchan. 

SECOND  CLASS— (3rd  Division.) 
Susannah  Robertson,  Castlebead. 

THiED  CLASS — (Ist  Division.) 
Robina  Abercrombie,  Gilmonr  Street. 

THiBD  CLASS— (2nd  Division.) 
Marion  C.  Holms,  Sandyford. 

FOUETH  CLASS — (Ist  Division.) 

Alice  HauxweU,  Hawkhead. 

FOiTRTH  CLASS— ^2nd  Division.) 

Eliza  Pollock,  Riccartsbar. 

BOYS. 

FIRST  CLASS — (Iflt  Division.) 

Alexander  M 'William,  Oateside,  )  Equ«i 
James  Buchanan,  Inchinnan,        (  ^ 

FIRST  CLASS — (2nd  Division.) 

Robert  Ronald,  Merksworth,  )  jvj-|j 

Menelaus  Anderson,  Lawn  Street,     J  ^ 

SECOND  CLASS — (Ist  Division.) 
George  Smith,  Renfrew. 

SECOND  CLASS — (2nd  Division.) 
Alex.  Craw,  Greenock  Road. 

THIRD  CLASS — (Ist  Division.) 
Charles  Forrest,  Castlebead. 

THIRD  CLASS — (2nd  Division.) 
William  Holms,  Sandyford. 

FOURTH  CLASS — (1st  Division.) 
Matthew  M*Kean,  Castlebead. 

FOURTH  CLASS — (2nd  Division.) 
James  M*Gregor,  Canseyside. 

0RNA3CSNTAL  'WRITING. 

William  Clapperton,  Johnstone. 

BOOKKSEPINO. 

John  L.  Pinkerton,  Abercom  Street 
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ARITHMETIC. 
Silver  Medals,  presented  by  Mr.  WiUiAm  Hodge^  Paisley,  for  CIreatat 
ImproTement. 
Jessie  Donaldson,  Stow  Place.  |  John  M.  Dodds,  Garthland  Placa 

OIRL8. 

FIBST  CLASS — (Ist  Diyislon.) 
Minnie  Kirkwood,  Inkermann. 

FIBST  GLASS— (2nd  Division.) 
Jane  Park,  Glenshinnoch. 

SECOND  CLASS. 

Mary  C.  King,  St  James  Street,  >  -EanaL 
Janet  Ballantyne,  Causeyside,       )  ^ 

THIBD  CLASS— (1st  Division.) 
Jane  M'Farlane,  Honter  Street 

THIBD  CLASS— (2nd  Division.) 
Jane  Campbell,  Netherconmion,   >  v„„^t 
Maiy  MTarlane,  Hunter  Street,  f  ^^^^ 

FOUBTH  CLASS — (Ist  Division.) 

Isabella  H.  Fraser,   Underwood. 

FOUBTH  CLASS — (2nd  Division.) 

Isabella  Duncan,  High  Street 

BOYS, 

FIBST  CLASS— (1st  Division.) 
John  Ednuston,  Storie  Street 

FIBST  CLASS— (2nd  Division.) 
Wm.  G.  Wilson. 

SECOND  CLASS. 

Robert  K  Hoey,  High  Street 

THIBD  CLASS— (1st  Division.) 
Matthew  P.  Fraser,  Underwood,   )  ■cv,„-i 
Matthew  Kyle,  Laigh  Parks,         J  ^^***- 

THIBD  CLASS — (2nd  Division.) 
James  M'Murchy,  Castlehead. 

FOUBTH  CLASS — (Ist  Division.) 
James  Thomson,  Abbey  Street. 

FOUBTH  CLASS — (2nd  Division.) 
George  Cochran,  Orr  Square. 

HOME  EXERCISES. 

Hugh  Wilson,  Renfrew. 


Margaret  Thomson,  Wellmeadow. 
Anna  J.  Fraser,  Underwood. 
Anne  Stewart,  Causeyside. 


George  Hamilton,  Blackland  Mill. 
Willuun  Brunton,  CharchhilL 
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MATHEMATICS. 

Silver  Medal,  presented  by  Mr.  James  Arthar,  Barshaw,  for  Greatest 

Improvement. 

John  W.  Pollock,  Riccartsbar. 

1.  John  Edmiston,  Storie  Street.       I  Exercises  —  Francis   Lewis,   Storie 

2.  Alexander  M<William,  Gateside.  |  Street. 

Dr.  M'Kechnie's  Medals  for  the  Pupils  who  have  gained  the  greatest 
number  of  first  prizes  in  all  the  Departments  daring  Poor  Years. 
Alexander  M 'William,  Gateside,  eight  prizes. 
Jessie  Donaldson,  Stow  Place,  seven  prizes. 
VOCAL  MUSIC. 
Medal  by  Bailie  Masson  to  Cath.  Jeanetta  Henderson,  Castlehead. 
Book  by  Mr.  Mayer  to  Jessie  Donaldson,  Stow  Place. 
Book  by  Mr.  Donaldson  to  James  M'Morchy,  Castlehead. 
Certificates  to  Cath.  Jeanetta  Henderson,  Castlehead  ;  Jessie  Donaldson, 
Stow  Place ;  James  M'Murchy,  Castlehead ;  James  Yoong,  Full  wood ; 
Maggie  Henderson,  Castlehead. 


2nd  July,  1870. 

I.— CLASSICAL  DEPARTMENT. 

Dr.  M'Kechnie's  Medals,  for  the  Pupils  who  have  gained  the  greatest 

number  of  first  prizes  in  all  the  departments  during  four  years — 
1.  John  M.  Dodds,  Garthland  Place.  |  2.  Jane  Begg,  Castlehead. 
The  Barrie  Medal- 
Fred.  Lewis,  Storie  Street. 

,  FIFTH  CLASS. 

1.  William  C.  Brunton,  ChurchhilL  |  2.  David  Campbell,  Love  Street, 

FOURTH  CLASS. 

1.  John    M'Alister  Dodds,  Garth-  I  2.  John  Bryce,  Abbotsinch. 


Lmd  PLice.  |  3.  Robert  Pattie. 

THIRD  CLASS. 

1.  Charles  Macalpine,  Castlehead.     I  3.  James  Young,  Fullwood. 

2.  Robert  Craig,  Gateside.  | 

SECOND  CLASS. 

1.  Robert  Brown  Hoey,  High  St       I  3.  John  Drummond,  Garthland  St. 

2.  James  Young,  Fullwood.  | 

FIRST  CLASS. 

1.  James  M'Murchy,  Castlehead.      I  3.  George  Cochrane,  Orr  Square. 

2.  Jeanie  Smith,  Saucel  Bank.  | 

GREEK. 

1.  John  M'A.  Dodds,  Garthland  PI.  |  2.  Robert  Pattie. 

TRANSLATION   IN   VERSE. 

John  M'A.  Dodds,  Garthland  Place, 
v  3 
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INITIATIVE  EXERCISES. 

James  Young,  Fnllwood. 


FRENCH     CLASSES. 

SENIOR  CLASS  EXERCISES. 

Minnie  Kirkwood,  Inkemuum.         i  Jessie  Donaldson,  Stow  Place. 
San^  Barr,  Gookston.  |  Frederick  Lewis,  Stxnie  Street. 

RECITATION. 

James  Pollock,  Riccartsbar. 

EXERCISES. 

William  C.  Bronton,  ChnrchhilL 

JUNIOR  CLASS. 

John  Bryce,  Abbotsinch.  |  Maggie  Gibb,  Caledonia  Street. 

EXERCISES. 

William  Follerton,  Merksworth.       |  Anna  Fraser,  Underwood. 


IL— ENGLISH  DEPARTMENT.— Mr.  DONALDSON.  F.E.I.S. 

Gold  Medal,  presented  by  Sir  Peter  Coats,  Woodside,  for  Excellence  in 

English  Grammar  and  Composition — 

Fred.  Lewis,  StArie  Street. 

Silver  Medals,  presented  by  Mr.  Thomas  Coats,  Fergoslie,  for  Excellence 

in  British  History  and  Geography- 
Thomas  Watson,  Fnllwood.  |  Annie  Stewart,  Causeyside. 
Elocution  Prise,  presented  by  Mr.  P.  Comyn  Macgregor  of  Bredilaiid. 
Robert  Kerr,  East  Fulton. 

Physical  Geography  Prizes,  presented  by  Bailie  Park — 
James  Toung,  FuUwood.  |  Jessie  Donaldson,  Stow  Place. 

Bible  Knowledge  Prizes,  presented  by  Ministers  of  Paisley — 
Robert  B.  Hoey,  High  Street.  |  Catherine  Shaw,  Kilbarchan. 

SENIOR  DIVISION.- Private  Class. 
moHSR  section. 
Maggie  Thomson,  Abbey  Street. 

LOWER  SBCnON. 

,  Jessie  Donaldson,  Stow  Place,  >  i;*^„^i 
*•  Mary  C.  King,  St  James  Street,  ;*^'^^- 
2.    Jane  Begg,  Castlehead. 

fourth  clas»— (1st  Division.) 

Thomas  B.  Watson,  Neil  Street. 

FOURTH  CLASS— (2nd  Division.) 
James  Pollock,  Riccartsbar. 
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THIRD   CLASS. 

Robert  Drybroagh,  Arkleeton. 

SBCOKD  GLASS — (Ist  Division.) 
Robert  B.  Hoey,  High  Street.  |  Annie  Stewart,  Canseyside. 

SECOND  cLASS^2Dd  Division.) 
James  M'Morohy,  Castlehead.  |  Jeanie  Smith,  Saucel  Bank. 

FIBST  CLASS — (BoyS.) 

Geo.  W.  Cochrane,  Orr  Square,         )  EanaL 
William  Yuill,  Craigielea,  J  i^uiu. 

(Girls.) 
1.  Mary  Macfarlane,  Hunter  Street  |  2.  Jane  King,  St.  James'  Street. 

MAP  DBAWIKO. 

1.  Fred.  Lewis,  Storie  Street  |  2.  Menelaus  Anderson,  Gilmour  St. 

lOK  CLASS  AKD  HOME  EXERCISES. 

1.  Euphemia  Stirling,  Johnstone.       i  3.  Jeanie  Doble,  Loto  Street. 

2.  Oath.  J.  Henderson,  Castlehead.  | 

FOR  HOME  WORK  DX7RIN0  THE  CHRISTMAS  HOLIDAYS. 

1.  Maggie  Thomson,  Abbey  Street.    |  2.  Mary  King,  St  James  Street. 
SPECIAL  PRIZES. 

ELOCUTION — 

James  Goudie,  High  Street. 

MAP  DRAWING— 

John  Robertson,  Bushes  Cottage. 

BIBLE  KNOWLEDGE — 

William  Yuill,  Craigielea.  |  Mary  Macfarlane,  Hunter  Street 

JUNIOR  DIVISION. 

THIRD   CLASS— (Boys.) 

1.  William  Young,  BlackhalL  |  2.  Alex.  Macfarlane,  Hunter  Street. 

THIRD  CLASS — (Girls.) 
rymple,  Glen  Sti 
Jane  Houston,  Renfrew, 

SECOND  CLASS — (Boys.) 
1.  James  Arthur,  Barshaw.  |  2.  James  Reid,  St  James  Street 

SECOND  CLASS — (Girls.) 
1.  Jeanie  Mitchell,  NewSneddon  St.  |  2.  Janet  Drummond,  Garthland  St 

FIRST  CLASS— (Ist  Division.) 

BOTS. 

John  Baird,  Netherhill,  )  ui,„^i 

Alex.  M'Kechnie,  Greenhill,        {  ^"**- 


Jane  DalrymplCj^  Glen  Street,  1  Eq««i 
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OIBLS. 


Isa.  Young,  St.  James  Street,  >  w^^.i 

Mary  Jane  Walker,  Moss  Street,         f  ^'^ 

FIRST  CLASS — (2nd  Division.) 

BOYS. 

James  Pinkerton,  Abercom  Street 

GIRLS. 

Catherine  Barr,  Castlehead. 
INITIATORY  DIVISION. 

FOR   BIBLE   KNOWLEDOS. 

Anna  Brown,  New  Street.  |  William  Young,  BlackhalL 

THIRD  CLASS — (BoyS.) 

1.  Robert  Graham,  New  Sneddon.    |  2.  Thomas  Jack,  BlackhalL 

OIRLS. 

1.  Maggie  Pollock,  Riccartsbar.        |  2.  Cath.  Drummond,  Garthland  St 
SBOOND  CLASS — (Ist  Division.) 

BOTS. 

George  Macnab,  Midton. 

GIRLS. 

Elizabeth  Johnston,  Stow  Place. 
SECOND  CLASS — (2nd  Division.) 

BOTS. 

Robert  Hunter,  Wellmeadow. 

GIRLS. 

Eliza  MacRobert,  Castlehead. 

FIRST  CLASS. 

1.  Marion  Thomson,  Wellmeadow.    |  2.  Maggie  Martin,  Croft 
FOR  PROGRESS. 

THIRD  CLASS. 

Mary  Yuill,  Craigielea. 

SECOND  CLASS. 

Jane  Ballantyne,  Causeyside. 

WRITING. 

Medals  presented  by  Mr.  Robert  Brown,  Underwood  Park,  for  Greatert 

Improvement 
Jane  Veitch,  Cardonald.  |  James  Muir,  St  Jamea  Street 

Prizes  presented  by  Mr.  William  Hodge,  Paisley,  for  Hi^eat  Marki. 
Minnie  Kirkwood,  Inkermann.         |  James  Buchanan,  Inchinnan. 

GIRLS. 

FIRST  CLASS — (Ist  Division.) 
Janet  Stirling,  Johnstone. 
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FIRST  CLASS— (2nd  Division.) 

Julia  M'Nab,  Midton. 

SECOND  CLASS— (1st  Division.) 

Jane  Lang,  Oolinslee. 

SECOND  CLASS — (2nd  Diyision.) 

Christina  Cairns,  Castlehead,  >  "Eanal 
Jane  Young,  Causeyside,         j  ^ 

SECOND  CLASS — (3rd  Division.) 

Jeanie  Smith,  Saucel  Bank. 

THIRD  CLASS— (1st  Division.) 

Ann  Jamieson,  Lonend. 
THIRD   CLASS — (2nd  Division.) 

Creorgina  Masson,  West  Brae. 
FOURTH  CLASS — (Ist  Division,) 

Jane  Dalr3anple,  Glen  Street. 

FOURTH  CLASS — (2nd  Division.) 
Jeanie  Mitchell,  New  Sneddon  Street. 

FOURTH  CLASS— (3rd  Division.) 
Maggie  Eowat,  Churchhill; 

BOTS. 

FIRST  CLASS — (Ist  Divisiou.) 
Thomas  B.  Watson,  Neil  Street 

FIRST  CLASS — (2nd  Division.) 
Alexander  Craw,  Caledonia  Street. 
SECOND  CLASS — (Ist  Division.) 
Alexander  Blackwood,  Love  Street,)  rj^^j 
James  Stevenson,  Milliken  Park,     >  ^^"*"- 

SECOND  CLASS — (2nd  Division.) 

James  M*Murchy,  Castlehead,  >  iv,.,-! 
William  Holms,  Sandyford,      j"  ^"*** 

THIRD  CLASS — (Ist  Division.) 
William  Yuill,  Craigielea. 

THIRD  CLASS— (2nd  Division.) 
James  Guthrie,  Calside. 

FOURTH  CLASS — (Ist  Division.) 
Dewar  Rowat,  ProspecthilL 

FOXTBTH  CLASS — (2nd  Division.) 
James  Hamilton,  New  Street. 

FOURTH  CLASS — (3rd  Division.) 
Alex.  M'Kechnie,  Greenhill. 

FOURTH  CLASS — (4th  Division.) 
Alexander  Gardiner,  Caledonia  Street 
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BOOKKEEPIKG. 

(Ist  Division.) 

John  Bryce,  AbbotsinclL 

(2nd  Division. ) 

Robert  G.  Murray,  CMuejride. 

INDUSTRIAL  DEPARTMENT.— MISS  HANNINGTON. 
Ist  Division — (Working  Two  Hours.) 

FOR  KXCELLBNCI. 

1.  Mary  Thomson,  High  Street        |  2.  Eliza  Gibb,  Caledonia  Street. 

FOB  DILIOSNCS. 

1.  diristina  Guthrie,  Calside.  |  2.  Jane  Rowand,  CJandron. 

1st  Division — (Working  One  Hour.) 
1.  Catherine  Masson,  West  Brae.      |  2.  Minnie  Eirkwood,  Inkermann. 

Second  Division — (Working  One  Hour.) 
1.  Susannah  Robertson,  Castlehead.  |  2.  Marion  Rowand,  Candron. 

3rd  Division — First  Section — (Working  One  Hour.) 
1.  Agnes  Swan,  C^auseyside.  |  2.  Jane  Whitehead,  Broomlands. 

3rd  Division — Second  Section — (Working  One  Hour. ) 
1.  Mary  Maofarlane,  Hunter  Street  |  2.  Alice  Macnab,  Midton. 

4th  Division — (Working  One  Hour.) 
1.  Jeanie  BGtchell,  New  Sneddon  St  |  2.  Bessie  Paterson,  Bridge  Street 

5th  Division — (Working  One  Hour.) 
1.  Jane  Ballantyne,  Oauseyside.       |  2.  Isabella  Rowat,  ChurchhiH 

VOCAL  MUSIC— MR  MAYER, 
omus. 
1.  Maggie  Henderson,  Castlehead.     |  2.  Catherine  Shaw,  Kilbaichan. 

BOTS. 

David  Donaldson,  Stow  Place. 


IIL— MATHEMATICAL  AND  COMMERCL^  DEPARTMENT. 

MATHEMATICS. 

Medal,  presented  by  Mr.  James  Arthur,  Barshaw,  for  Greatest  Improv- 

ment — 

John  M  Dodds,  Garthland  Place. 

1st  Division. 

Robert  Peattie,  Williamsbnrgh. 

2nd  Division. 

David  Campbell,  Love  Street 

XXERCISES. 

Frederick  Lewis,  Storie  Street 

ARITHMETIC. 
Medal,  presented  by  Mr.  William  Hodge,  Paisley,  for  Greatest  Improve- 
ment- 
Annie  Stewart,  Causeyside.      |     William  Brunton,  ChurchhilL 
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OIRLS. 

WRST  CLASS — (Ist  DivisioiL) 
Jessie  Donaldson,  Stow  Place. 


FIRST  CLASS  (2nd  DiTision.) 
a  Rowand,  Candron, 
Euphemia  Stirling,  Johnstone. 


Marion  Rowand,  Candron,         )  « , 

_     .       .    ^  .  .T»      _  -      »    ^^   VEquaL 


SECOND  CLASS  (Ist  Division.) 
Mary  King,  St.  James  Street 

SKOOKD  CLASS  (2nd  Division.) 
Jane  Campbell,  Loye  Street,  )  v^^^ 

Catherine  J.  Henderson,  Castlehead,  J  ^"*** 

SECOND  CLASS  (3rd  Division.) 
Mary  Macfarlane,  Honter  Street. 

THIRD  CLASS — (Ist  Division.) 
Isa.  H.  Fraser,  Underwood. 

THIRD  CLASS— (2nd  Division.) 
Isabella  Duncan,  High  Street. 

FOITRTH  CLASS. 

Ellen  S.  Gilmour,  High  Street,     >  EauaL 
Maggie  Nicol,  Stevenson  Street,    >  ^"**' 

BOTS. 

FIRST  CLASS. — (Ist  Division.) 

Robert  Kerr,  Caledonia  Street. 

FIRST  CLASS.— (2nd  Division). 

Thomas  B.  Watson,  Neil  Street 

SECOND  CLASS — (Ist  Division.) 
Robert  B.  Hoey,  High  Street 

SECOND  CLASS — (2nd  Division.) 
Matthew  P.  Fraser,  Underwood. 

THIRD  CLASS — (Ist  Division.) 
David  Drybroogh,  Arkleston,      )  i?^„«i 
James  Teller,  New  Smithhills,    }*•<!«**• 

THIRD  CLASS — (2nd  Division.) 
George  Cochrane,  Orr  Square. 

FOTTRTH  CLASS — (Ist  Division.) 

John  Allan,  Greenock  Road. 

FOURTH  CLASS — (2nd  Division.) 

Alexander  Macfarlane,  Hunter  Street 

EXERCISEa 

Menelaus  Anderson,  Gilmour  St 
Robert  A.  Ronald,  New  Sneddon. 
William  Macalpine,  Castlehead. 
William  Peock,  Meiklerigga. 


Maggie  Thomson,  Abbey  Street. 
Anna  Fraser,  Underwood. 
Sarah  Murray,  Causeyside. 
Susannah  Robertson,  Castlehead. 
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lit  July,  1871. 

I.— CLASSICAL  DEPARTMENT. 

The  Barrie  Medal— John  M*A.  Dodda,  Garthland  Place. 

LATIN  AND  GREEK. 

FIFTH  CLASS. 

Edward  Hart,  Garthland  Place,  >  Eq^j^i 
Robert  Peattie,  WilliamBburgh,  >  ^^ 

EXTRA  PRIZES. 

John  Kerr,  East  Fulton.  |      Robert  Drybrough,  Arkleafcon. 

LATIN. 

FOURTH  CLASS. 

1.  Charles  M*Alpine,  Caatlehead.      I  3.  Robert  Cnug,  Gateeidc. 

2.  Jamee  Young,  St.  James  Street.    | 

THIRD  CLASS. 

1.  Robert  Brown  Hoey,  High  street  I  3.  Jamea  Paterson,  Falside. 

2.  John  Drammond,  Garthland  St.    | 

SECOND  CLASS. 

1.  James  M*Murchy,  Caatlehead.      I  3.  Geoi^ge  W.  King,  Lonend. 

2.  Jeanie  Smith,  Saucel  Bank.  | 

FIRST  CLASS. 

L  Jane  Yuill,  Craigielea.  |  3.  Jamea  Dodds,  Garthland  Place. 

2.  William  Yuill,  Do.  |  4.  William  H.  Gordon,  Meams. 

FRENCH. 

SENIOR  CLASS. 

Jeaaie  Doiuddaon,  Stow  Place,    |  Eaual 
Mary  King,  St.  Jamea  Street,    J  ^ 

ADVANCED  CLASS. 

1.  John  Dodda,  Garthland  Place. 

Edward  Hart,  Garthland  Street  (Exerciaee). 

1.  Margaret  Gibb,  Caledonia  Street 

2.  Anna  Fraaer,  Underwood. 

Marion  Greenleea,  Canal  Street  (Exercisea). 

JUNIOR  CLASS, 

1.  George  Hamilton,  Blackland  MilL 

2.  Jamea  M*Murchy,  Caatlehead. 
Kathleen  Nora  Lamb,  Underwood,  )  rj^^jj 
Maggie  Thomaon,  Abbey  Street,       J  ^ 

EXERCISES. 

1.  Annie  Stewart,  Cauaeyaide.  |  2.  Alice  Hauxwell,  Hawkhead. 

GERMAN  CLASS. 
1.  Jeaaie  Donaldaon,  Stow  Place.       |  2.  Maggie  Thomaon,  Abbey  Street 


XL— ENGLISH  DEPARTMENT.— Mr.  DONALDSON,  F.KI.S. 
INITIATORY  CLASSES, 

GIRLS. 
FIRST   CLASS. 

1.    Maggie  Cochran. 
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BOTS. 

1.  Robert  Kerr,  Caledonia  Street     |     2L  James  Barclay,  Renfrew  RoacL 

GHLLS. 
aSOOKD  CLASS. 

1.  Marion  Macfarlane,  Hunter  St.     |  2.  Maggie  Calderwood,  Love  Street. 

BOTS. 

1.  John  Yoong,  St.  James  Street 

QIBJ£. 
THIBD  GLASS. 

1.  Helen  MaryXhomsonyCaoseyside.  |  2.  Blarion  Thomson,  Canseyside. 

BOYS. 

1.  George  Maonab,  Midton.  |  2.  John  Nicdl,  Stevenson  Street 

BIBLB  KKOWLBDGB. 
GIRLS. 

Janet  Dmmmond,  Garthland  Street. 

BOTS. 

Robert  Graham,  Kew  Sneddon  Street 
JUNIOR  CLASSES. 

FIBST  GLASS. 
GIBLS. 

Eliza  MacRobert,  Castlehead. 

BOTS. 

1.  Arohibald  Fleming,  Castlehead.    |  2.  Edward  Aikman,  CamphilL 

SECOND  CLASS. 
GIBLS. 

1.  Cath.  Dmmmond,  Garthland  St  |  2.  Maggie  Pollock,  Riccartsbar. 

BOTS. 

1.  Robert  Graham,  New  Sneddon.    |  2.  Robert  P.  Henderson,  Castlehead. 

THIBD  CLASS. 
GIRLS. 

1.  Marion  Yoill,  Craigielea.  |  2.  Catherine  Barr,  Castlehead. 

BOYS. 

1.  Charles  Philkm,  Crossflat 

o  John  Kerr,  East  Fulton,  >  «,„,, 

^  N.  MacKean,  Garthland  Place,;  *^'^- 

FOURTH  CLASS. — (Ist  Division). 

GIRLS. 

1.  Annie  Begg,  Castlehead.  |  2.  Isa.  Yonng,  St  James  Street 

BOYS. 

1.  Hngh  Maofarlane,  Gilmoor  St      |  2.  John  Baiid,  NetherhiU. 
FOURTH  CLASS.— (2nd  Division). 

0IRU3. 

J.  Dmmmond,  Ghffthland  Street,   >  uu„.i 

J.  Mitchell,  New  Sneddon  Street,  ;  ^^'^ 

w  3 
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I    Jaa.  Arthur,  Barshaw,    >  «  „,,    I  2.  Jamei  Glen,  CMtlehead. 
'•  Dml  Poison,  Gauze  St  ;Mn»l.  | 

SENIOR  CLASSES. 
nasT  GLAS8. — (Ut  Diviaion). 

OIBLS. 

1.  Jeiaie  Robertson,  Storie  Street     |  2.  Maggie  Henderson,  Castlehead. 

BOTS. 

1.  Dewar  Rowat,  Prospect  HilL        |  Matthew  Rowat,  ChnrchhilL 
nRST  CLASS.— (2nd  Division). 

OIBLS. 

l.WilliaminaBrown, Underwood Pk.  |  2.  Annie  Brown,  Underwood  Park. 

BOTS. 

James  Dodds,  Garthland  Place,  >  ui^^.i 
John  Hay,  High  Street,  j"  *^^^ 

SSOOND  CLABS. 
GIRLS. 

Jane  King,  St  James  Street 

BOTS. 

1.  Matthew  Mackean,  Castlehead.    |  2.  Robert  Pollock,  Back  Sneddon. 
THIRD  CLASS. — (Ist  Diyisiou). 

OIRLS. 

J.  Smith,  Saucel  Bank,  )  tj^,„.i 

M.  Macfarlane,  Hunter  Street,  J"  ^"**- 

BOTa 

William  Gordon,  Mearns. 
THIRD  CLASS. — (2nd  Division.) 

BOYS. 

1.  James  M'Murchy,  Castlehead.      |  2.  Matthew  P.  Fraser,  Underwood. 

FOURTH  CLASS. 
BOYS. 

Thomas  B.  Watson,  NeU  Street 
PRIYATB  CLASS  — ( Ist  Division. ) 

OIRLS. 

Annie  Stewart,  Causeyside. 
PRIVATE  CLASS— (2nd  Division.) 

OIRLS. 

Mary  King,  St.  James  Street,       >  v^^.i 
J.  Donaldson,  Stow  Place,  i  ^'^^' 

FOR  COMPOSITION  XXSRCISES  DURINO  CHRISTMAS    HOLIDATS. 

1.  Cath.  J.  Henderson,  Castlehead.   |  2.  Maggie  M'Kean,  Castlehead. 

FOR   MAP  DRAWINO. 


]. 


James  Paterson,  Falside, 
John  Donald,  Johnstone. 


JEquaL 


2.  William  Gibb,  Caledonia  Street 

*,   Mary  Maofarlane,  Hunter  St,   I  r.^..^! 

^  Alice  HauxweU,  Hawkhead,       ;  '^^^ 
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FOR   ELOCUTION— 

Prize  presented  by  Mr.  P.  Comyn  Macgregor,  o(  BrediUnd. 
WiUiam  Robertson,  Castlehead. 

ELOCUTION    PRIZE  FOR  GIRLS. 

Susannah  Robertson,  Castlehead. 

FOR    PHYSICAL  OBOORAPHY— 

Prizes  presented  by  Bailie  Morrison. 
John  Kerr,  East  Fulton.  |  Jane  Macfarlane,  Hanter  Street. 

FOR  BIBLE  KNOWLEDGE— 

Prizes  presented  by  Ministers  of  Paisley. 
James  M'Morchy,  Castlehead.  |  Mary  Macfarlane,  Hunter  Street. 

FOR  BRITISH  HISTORY  AND  GEOGRAPHY — 

Two  Silver  Medals,  presented  by  Mr.  Thomas  Coats  of  Ferguslie. 
James  Young,  St.  James  Street        |  Jane  Begg,  Castlehead. 

FOR  EXCELLSNOB  IN  ENGLISH  GRAMMAR  AND  COMPOSITION- 

Gold  Medal,  presented  by  Sir  Peter  Coats. 
Maggie  Qibb,  Caledonia  Street. 

"  The  Reid  Prizes,"  competed  for  by  the  four  best  pupils  from  each  of 

the  four  highest  classes  (two  boys  and  two  girls  from  each). 
Marion  Greenlees,  Canal  Street        |  James  M'Murchy,  Castlehead. 

INDUSTRIAL  DEPARTMENT.— Miss  HANNINGTON. 

FIRST  CLASS. 

1.  Jane  Rowand,  Candron.  |  2.  Marion  Rowand,  Candron. 

SECOND  CLASS. 

Susannah  Robertson,  Castlehead. 
First  Hour.  I  Second  Hour. 

1.  Jane  Campbell,  Love  Street  1.  Jane  Dobie,  Love  Street 

2.  Mary  Maonab,  Midton.  |  2.  Jane  Macfarlane,  Hunter  Street 

THIRD  CLASS. 


First  Hour. 

1.  Alice  Macnab,  Midton. 

2.  Jeanie  Mitchdl,  New  Sneddon  St 


Second  Hour, 

1.  Jessie  Robertson,  Storie  Street 

2.  Georgina  Masson,  West  Brae. 


FOURTH  CLASS. 


First  Hour. 

1.  J.  Drummond,  Garthland  Street 

2.  Jane  Armour,  Calside. 


Second  Hour. 

1.  Catherine  Barr,  Castlehead. 

2.  Annie  Begg,  Da 


UL— MATHEMATICAL  AND  COMMERCLAL  DEPARTMENT. 
MATHEMATICS. 

Medal  presented  by  Mr.  James  Arthur  of  Barthaw,  for  Greatest 

Improvement 

Thomas  B.  Watson,  NeU  Street. 

(1st  Division.) 

Robert  Peattie,  WiUiamsburgh. 

(2nd  Division. ) 

Archibald  Barr,  Castlehead. 
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AKITHMEnC. 

MecUIi  presented  by  Mr.  William  Hodge  for  Qreftteet  ImproTement. 

Maggie  J.  Adam,  Benfrew.         |         John  Kerr,  East  Falton. 

GIBL8. 
FIBST  CLASS. 

Jane  Kowand,  Gandron. 

SBCom)  CLASS — (let  Division.) 

Jeanie  Smith,  Sancel  Bank. 

SECOND  CLASS — (2nd  Division.) 
Jane  Ynill,  Graigielea. 

SECOND  GLASS— {3rd  Division.) 
Isa.  H.  Fraeer,  Underwood. 

THiBD  CLASS — (Ist  Division.) 
Bessie  Fisher,  Graigielea. 

THIBD  CLASS— (2nd  Division.) 
[ie  Nicd,  Stev^son  Street,^        >  EouaL 


k  Brown,  Underwood  Park,  j 
THIRD  CLASS— (3rd  Division.) 
Jane  Balderston,  High  Street. 

FOITRTH  CLASS. 

Isabella  Bryoe,  Greenock  Boad,  )  w^-^ 
Georgina  Fleming,  Gastlehead,    J  "i"~- 

BOYS. 

FIBST  CLASS— (2nd  Division.) 
William  Macalpine,  Gastlehead,     )  »      , 
W.  H.  Gordon,  Meams,  |BquaL 

SBOOin)  CLASS— (Ist  Division.) 
William  Gibb,  Galedonia  Street. 

SECOND  CLASS— (2nd  Division.) 
David  Drybrough,  Arkleston. 

SECOND  CLASS— {3rd  Division.) 
Allan  Young,  FoUwood. 

THIBD  CLASS — (Ist  Division.) 
James  Guthrie,  Gastlehead. 

THIBD  CLASS— (2nd  Division.) 

Walter  Park,  Glenshinnoch. 

THIBD  CLASS— (3rd  Division.) 

James  W.  Inglis,  Johnstone,  \  j^,-^ 

William  Young,  Gauseyside,  >  ^"**- 

FOUBTH  CLASS— {1st  Division.) 

William  M.  Young,  Blackball. 

FOURTH  CLASS — (2nd  Division.) 

Bobert  Graham,  New  Sneddon  Street. 
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EXERCISES. 


Marion  Bowand,  Candron. 
Jane  Macfarlane,  Hunter  Street. 
Bfary  Macfarlane,  Hunter  Street. 
Catherine  J.  Henderson,  Castlehead. 
Alice  Hauzwell,  Hawkhead. 
Jane  Daliymple,  Glen  Street 


George  Hamilton/  Blackland  Mill. 
Edward  Hart,  Garthland  Street. 
Charles  A.  Lewis,  Storie  Street 
T^chlan  P.  Eraser,  Underwood. 
James  Arthur,  Barahaw. 
John  Baird,  KetherhilL 


WBITING. 

Two  Silver  Medals  presented  by  Mr.  Bobert  Brown,  Underwood  Park, 

for  Greatest  Improvement 
Cicely  Masson,  West  Brae.  |  James  Paterson,  Falside. 

Prizes  presented  by  Mr.  Wm.  Hodge,  Paisley,  for  Highest  Marks. 
Robina  Abercrombie,  Gilmour  St     |  James  Young,  St.  James  Street. 

GIRLS. 

FIBST  CLASS — (Ist  Division). 

Maggie  F.  Mackean,  Castlehead. 

FIBST  CLASS.— (2nd  Division). 

Agnes  Swan,  Causeyside. 
SECOND  CLASS. — (Ist  Division). 

Elizabeth  Renfrew. 
SECOND  CLASS — (2hd  Division.) 
Agnes  Pollock,  Back  Sneddon. 
TuntD  CLASS. — (Ist  Division). 

Mary  M*Nab,  Midton. 
THIBD  CLASS. — (2nd  Division). 
Annie  Brown,  Underwood  ^ark,       >  TiVi„-i 
Geoigina  Masson,  West  Brae,  i  ^°^- 

FOURTH  CLASS.— (1st  Divirion). 
Isabella  Duncan,  High  Street 
FOURTH  CLASS. — (2nd  Division). 
^  Minnie  Coats,  Castlehead. 

FOURTH  CLASS— (3rd  Division.) 

Louisa  Hoeck,  High  Street. 

FOURTH  CLASS — (4th  Division.) 

Maggie  Pollock,  Riccartsbar. 

BOYS. 

FIRST  CLASS. — (Ist  Division.) 

William  Paterson,  Falside. 

FIRST  CLASS— (2nd  Division.) 

Matthew  P.  Eraser,  Underwood. 

SECOND  CLASS.— (1st  Divisiou.) 

George  W.  King,  Lonend. 
SECOND  CLASS— (2nd  Division.) 
William  Hoeck,  High  Street,      )  «  „  , 
William  Hohns,  Sandyford,        ]  ^ 
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THIRD  CLASS~<l>t  Division.) 
William  Park,  Gleiuhiiiiiooh. 

THIRD  CLASS — (2Qd  Division.) 
James  Glen,  Castlehead. 

FOURTH  CLASS— (Ist  Division.) 
Alexander  M'Kechnie,  GreenhilL 

FOUBTH  CLASS— (2nd  Division.) 

John  Fleming,  Fullwood. 

FOURTH  CLASS — (Srd  Divison.) 

William  MacRobert,  Castlehead. 

ORNAMENTAL  WRITING. 
Maggie  Thomson.  Abbev  Street        I  Geoige  Smith,  Renfrew. 
Thomas  B.  Watson,  Nod  Steet        | 

BOOKKEEPING. 
1.    Thomas  B.  Watson,  Neil  Street 
o   John  M,  Dodds,  Garthland  Place, )  „^„.| 
^  Alex.  Fullerton,  Merksworth,        \  ^'***" 

MUSIC. 

GIRLS. 

1.  Oath.  J.  Henderson,  Castlehead.  I  3.  Biargaret  Henderson,  Castlehead. 

2.  Mary  Yoill,  Craigielea.  | 

BOTS. 

1.  Edward  Hart,  Garthland  Street  |  2.  John  Stewart. 

ADDITIONAL  PRIZES. 

Isabella  Macgregor,  Caoseyside,  >  uv,„„i 
Alice  Macnab,  Midton,  \  ^"*** 

DRAWING. 
Two  Silver  Medals,  presented  by  Provost  Murray. 
Alexander  Stevenson.  |  Maigaret  Hastie,  Lawn  Street 

GIRLS. 

1.  Maggie  W.  Thomson,  Abbey  St    I  4.  Jane  Be^,  Castlehead. 

2.  Julia  Macnab,  Midton.  I  5.  Enphemia  Stiriing,  Johnstone. 

3.  Jane  Lang,  Causeyside.  | 

BOVS. 

6.  Matthew  P.  Fraser,  Underwood. 

7.  James  Fullerton,  Fergualie  PL 


1.  James  Young,  St  James  Street 

2.  Robert  Drybrough,  Arkleston. 

3.  George  Hamilton,  Blackland  MilL 

4.  George  Smith,  Renfrew. 

5.  Willuun  Peock,  Meikleriggs. 


8.  James  Glen,  Castlehead. 

9.  Robert  Cairns,  Castlehead. 
10.  Duncan  Barclay,  Gateaide. 


Mechanical  Drawing— Allan  Young,  Fullwood. 

Two  Silver  Medals,  presented  by  Dr.  M'Kechnie  to  the  boy  and  giri  who 
have  gained  the  largest  number  of  first  Prizes  during  the  last  Four 
Years. 

James  M'Murchy,  Castlehead.  |  Mary  King,  St  James  Street 
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S9lh  June,  1812, 
I.— CLASSICAL  DEPARTMENT. 

The  Barrie  Medal- 
Charles  Scott  Macalpine,  Castlehead. 

LATIN  AND  GREEK. 

niTH  CLASS. 

1.  Edward  Hart,  Garthland  Street  |  2.  John  Kerr,  East  Fnlton. 
Mattiiew  P.  Fraser,  Underwood,    ) 
George  Hamilton,  Blackland  Mill,  >  Equal. 
James  FuUerton,  Merksworth,        ) 

FOUBTH  CLASS — (Latin.) 
I.e.  JeanettaHender8on,Ca8tlehead.  |  2.  John  Drommond,  Garthland  St. 

THIRD  CLASS. 

1.  James  M'Mnrchy,  Castlehead.      I  3.  John  Clark,  Barrhead. 

2.  Jeanie  Smith,  Saacel  Bank.  | 

SECOND  CLASS. 

1.  Jeanie  Ynill,  Craigielea.  I  3.  William  Yuill,  Craiffielea. 

2.  Robert  Barr,  Castlehead.  |  4.  William  Henry  Gordon,  Meams. 

FIRST  CLASS. 

(Senior.) 

1.  James  Clark,  Barrhead.  I  3.  James  Balderston,  High  Street. 

2.  James  Arthur,  Barshaw.  | 

(Junior.) 

1.  John  Hay,  High  Street.  I  3.  James  Glen,  Castlehead. 

2.  Comjm  Macgregor,  Lonend.  | 

GERMAN  AND  FRENCH  CLASSES. 

GERBCAN. 

Jessie  Donaldson,  Stow  Place,      )  tt^^.i 
Maggie  Thomson,  Abbey  Street,  j  ^****- 

FRENCH  CLASS. 

(Senior.) 
1.  Jessie  Donaldson,  Stow  Place.       |  2.  Anna  Jane  Eraser,  Underwood. 

(Advanced.) 
1.  Maggie  Thomson,  Abbey  Street.    |  2.  James  M'Morchy,  Castlehead. 

(Junior.) 
Jane  Macfarlane,  Hunter  Street,      >  v^^ 
Mary  Macfarlane,  Hunter  Street,     >  "i'**'' 
1.  Matthew  Fraser,  Underwood.       |  2.  Isabella  H.  Eraser,  Underwood. 

BEST  WRITTIN  EXERCISES. 

(Senior.) 

Maggie  Gibb,  Castlehead. 

(Advanced.) 

Alice  Hanxwell,  Hawkhead,  and  George  Hamilton,  Blaekland  MilL 

(Junior.) 

1.  Robina  Abercrombie,  GilmourSt.  |  2.  Jane  King,  St  James  Street 
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II. -ENGLISH  DEPARTMENT.— MR.  DONALDSON,  F.E.LS. 
INITIATORY  DEPARTMENT. 

7IB3T  CLASS. 
OIBLS. 

Agnes  Gibb,  CasUehead. 

BOYS. 

1.  Jomei  Lee,  Stanley.  |  2.  James  Boyle. 

SBOOND  CLASS. 
OIBLS. 

Florence  Dobie,  St.  George's  Place. 

BOYS. 

James  Calderwood,  Love  Street. 

THIBD  CLASS. 
OIBLS. 

1.  Kate  Smith,  Causey  side.  |  2.  Maggie  Cochran, 

BOYS. 

1.  Robert  Kerr.  |  2.  James  Barclay,  Gsteside. 

FOUBTH  CLASS. 
OIBLS. 

Marion  Macfarlane,  Hunter  Street. 

BOYS. 

John  Young,  St.  James  Street 

BIBLE  PBIZES. 

Jessie  Cunningham.  |  William  Dobie,  Love  Streetw 

JUNIOR  CLASSES. 
FiBST  CLASS — (Ist  DivisioH.) 

OIBLS. 

1.  Jane  Ballantyne,  Causeyside.       |  2.  Marion  Thomson,  High  Street. 

BOYS. 

1.  John  Malloch,  Elderslie.  |  2.  Hugh  Hunter,  EQgh  Street 

FIBST  CLASS — (2nd  Division.) 

OIBLS. 

1.  Mary  Yuill,  Craigielea.  |  2.  Eliza  IngUs,  Johnstone. 

BOYS. 

I.  Robert  Hunter,  High  Street         |  2.  Archd.  Fleming,  Castlehead. 
SBCOKD  CLASS — (Ist  Division.) 

OIBLS. 

Catherine  Drummond,  Garthland  Street 

BOYS. 

1.  Robert  Graham,  New  Sneddon  Street 

o  T.  Graham  Abercrombie,  Gilmour  Street,   )  r«„„^i 

^-  Robert  Henderson,  Castlehead,  i  *^"*^ 
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SBOOND  GLASS— (2nd  DiviBion.) 

GIBLS. 

L  Catharine  fiair,  Castlehead.  |  2.  Geoi;g^  Fleming,  Castiehead. 

BOYS. 

1.  Andrew  Foolds,  Stone  Street      |  2.  Robert  Bryce,  Greenock  Boad. 
THIRD   GLASS.— (3rd  Diylsion). 

GIRLS. 

1.  Annie  Begg,  Castlehead.  |  2.  Mary  Jane  Walker,  Moas  Street 

BOTS. 

1.  John  Bairdy  NetherhiU.  |  2.  Dayid  Donaldsoiiy  Stow  Place. 

BIBLB  KNOWLEDGE. 
GIRLS. 

Jeanie  Mitchell,  New  Sneddon  Street 

BOTS. 

Norman  M*Q.  MaoKean,  Garthland  Place. 

SENIOR  CLASSES. 
FiBST  CLASS— (Ist  Divislon.) 

GIBLS. 

1.  Janet  Dmmmond,  Garthland  St  |  2.  Jeanie  IGtohell,  New  Sneddon  St 

BOYS. 
1.  James  Inglis,  Johnstone.  I  2.  James  Arthor,  Barshaw,  >  isu^.i 

I  2.  Daniel  Polflon,Ganze  St,  f^^^ 

FIBST  GLASS— (2nd  Division.) 

GIRLS. 

1.  Maggie  Watson,  MaxweltonFarm  |  2.  Jeanie  Gibb,  Castlehead. 

BOYS. 

Alexander  Macfarlane,  Honter  Street 
SECOND  CLASS— (1st  DiYisiou.) 

GIBLS. 

1.  Jane  Whitehead,  Broomlands.      |  2.  Jane  Gibb,  Gladstone. 

BOYS. 

1.  William  Yoong,  Canseyside.        |  2.  Alexander  Gibb,  Gladstone. 
SECOND  CLASS— (2nd  Division.) 

GIRLS. 

1.  Jane  King,  St  James  Street        |  2.  Mary  Gibb,  Caledonia  Street 

BOYS. 

1.  Robert  Barr,  Greenock  Road.       |  2.  Charles  A.  Lewis,  Storie  Street 
THIRD  CLASS— (1st  Division.) 

GIRLS. 

1.  Jeanie  Smith,  Sancel  Bank.  |  2.  Marion  Rowand,  Candron. 

BOYS. 

1.  William  H.  Gordon,  Meams.        |  2.  William  T.  Hoeck,  High  Street 

x3 
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THiBD  CL1S8— (2iid  Division.) 

GIRLS. 

1.  Catli.  J.  Hendencm,  Gastaehead.  |  2.  Jane  Ymll,  Craigielea. 

BOYS. 

1.  John  Kerr,  East  Fnlion.  |  2.  James  M<Maichy,  Castiehead. 

Exerdaes  in  Composition  for  Voluntary  Home  WoiiL. 

Alioe  Hanxwell,  Hawkhead.  |     Matthew  Fraser,  Underwood. 

For  Exercises  daring  Christmas  Holidays. 

THIRD  CLASS — (2nd  DiTision.) 

1.  Isabella  ABison,  Johnstone.  |  2.  Snsannah  Robertson,  Castlehead, 

SECOND  CLASS — (Ist  Division.) 
1.  Jeanie  Smith,  Saaoel  Bank.  |  2.  Maggie  Caims,  Castlehead. 

Bible  Knowledge— Prizes  presented  by  Ministers  of  Paisley. 

GIRLS. 

Jane  King,  St.  James  Street,     )  xv,„.i 
Jane  Gibb,  GUadstone,  J  ^^^ 

B0T8. 

Alexander  Gibb,  Gladstone. 

For  Mi^  Drawing— 
1.  James  B^  Johnstone.  I  a  Allan  C.  Yonng,  Follwood. 

S.  Mary  D.  Gibb,  Caledonia  Street  | 

For  Filling  in  Outlines — 
Bobina  Aberorombie,  Gilmour  Street. 

Physical  Geogn^y— Prises  presented  by  Bailie  Cochran. 

GIRLS. 

Jane  Yuill,  CraigieleiL 

BOTB. 

CSiarles  S.  Macalpine,  Castlehead. 

British  History  and  €leography— Silver  Medals  presented  by  Mr.  Thomas 
Coats,  Paisley. 

GIRLS. 

Jane  King,  St  James  Street 

BOYS. 

James  M'Murchy,  Castiehead. 

«•  The  Reid  Prizes,"— competed  for  by  the  Best  Pupils  <rf  the  Four 
Highest  Classes. 

GIRLS. 

Catherine  J.  Henderson,  Castiehead. 

BOYS. 

Robert  Barr,  Greenock  Road. 

The  Gold  Medal  for  Excellence  in  Composition,  Analysis,  and  Grammar*- 
presented  by  Sir  Peter  Coats,  Paisley. 
Catherine  J.  Henderson,  Castiehead. 
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ELOCUTION.— MR.  BAYNHAM. 

Highest  Prize  presented  by  Mr.  P.  Comyn  Macgregor,  Brediland. 

John  Drommond,  Qarthland  Street. 

OIBL3. 

1.  Jessie  Donaldson,  Stow  Plaoft. 

2.  Matilda  Dobie,St  George's  Place. 


BOYS. 

1.  James  M'Mnrchy,  Castlehead. 

2.  Wm.  Robertson,  Castlehead. 

3.  Matthew  P.  Fraser,  Underwood. 


Extra  Prize— 
Sosannah  Robertson,  Castlehead. 


DRAWING  AND  PAINTING. 

ladies'  classes. 


I.  Maggie  Thomson,  Abbey  Street. 
2L  Jane  Lang,  Canseyside. 

3.  Jnlia  Ma<mab,  Midton. 

4.  Jane  Begff,  Castlehead. 

5.  Robina  Abercrombie,Gilmoar  St. 

6.  Isabel  Allison,  Johnstone. 


7.  Jane  MacKay,  Bishopton. 

a  EHz.  A.  Campbell,  St.  Ninian's 

Cottage. 
9.  Matilda  Dobie,  St  George's  PL 
10.  Maggie  Macalaster,  Castlehead. 


Painting  in  Water  Colour — 
Elizabeth  Gracdison. 

boys' CLASSES. 


1.  Wm.  Peock,  Meikleri^^ 

2.  Geoige  Hamilton,  Blackland  Mill 

3.  Wilson  Baird,  George  Street. 

4.  Matthew  P.  Eraser,  Underwood. 


5.  Alexander  Craw,  Greenock  Road. 

6.  James  Glen,  Castlehead.   , 

7.  Charles  Jones,  MiUiken  Park. 

8.  Dayid  Nicol,  Stevenson  Street. 


Mechanical  Drawing. 

1.  John  Hodcart,  Milliken  Park.      I  4.  William  Fleming,  FoUwood. 

2.  John  Calderwood,  Love  Street     I  5.  Walter  Park,  Gienshinnoch. 

3.  Allan  Young,  Fullwood.  | 


VOCAL  MUSIC— MR.   CROSS. 
8ENI0B  GLASS— (Ist  Division.) 

BOYS. 

Edward  Hart,  Garthland  Street 

ontLS. 
1.  Maggie  LHenderson,  Castlehead.  |  2.  Susannah  Robertson,  Castlehead. 

(2nd  Division.) 
Eliza  L.  Pollock,  Riccartsbar,  >  -c«^„«i 

Mary  D.  Gibb,  Caledonia  Street,     {  ^^^ 

JUNIOR  GLASS— (let  Division. 
1.  Jeanie  Coat8,Ca8tiehead. )  v^„.i   I  2.  Cecilia  Masson,  West  Brae. 
1.  Jessie  ParlSe,    do.        i^^- \ 

(2nd  Division.) 
1.  MarjrYuill,  Craigielea,  >  cuq^  |  2.  EateA.Drummond,Garth]andSt 
1.  Jeanie  Fisher,    do.       >  ^****" 
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INDUSTRIAL  DEPARTMENT.— MISS  HANNINGTON. 
.  rotST  CLASS — (lat  DivisioiL) 
L  MtrionRowindyCaiidron.  |  2.  Jessie  Donaldfloa,  Stow  FUoe. 

nBST  CLASS— (2Dd  Divinon.) 
L  JweGiblHGUdslione.  |  2.  Elizabeih  Hall»  Renfrew. 

sxcoNB  CLASS.— (Ist  Division). 
Msry  BfAcnab,  Midton,  "% 

Jane  Macfarlane,  Hunter  Street,  S-EqniL 
Mary  Macfarlane,  Hunter  Street, } 

ssooNB  CLASS. — (2nd  Division). 
h  Geoigina  Masson,  West  Bne.       |  2.  Agnes  Swan,  Caoseyride. 

THntD  CLASS.— (Ist  Division). 
h  lisde  Calderwood,  Love  Sbreet    |  Z  Jeanie  Mitchell,  Hi^  Stivet. 

THIRD  CLASS— (2nd  Division.) 

1.  Agnes  Gibson,  Stone  Street         I  3«  Eliza  DoniJdson,  Stow  Haoe. 

2.  Jeanie  Goate,  Castiehead.  | 

FOUBTH  GLASS— (1st  Division.) 
I.  Jane  Baldersfeon,  Lonend.  |  2.  Jessie  Cunningham,  Falside. 

FOUBTH  CLASS— (2nd  Division.) 
I.  Marion  Thomson,  Love  Street     |  2.  Ellen  Macfarlane^  Hunter  Street. 


IIL.-(X)MMERCIAL  AND  MATHEMATICAL  DEPARTMENT.— 
Mr.  GLASa 

MATHEMATICa 

Medal  preaented  by  Mr.  James  Arthur,  Barshaw,  for  Greatest  Im- 
provement— 

John  Clark,  Barrhead. 
1st  Prise.    John  Kerr,  East  Fulton. 
2nd    „        James  Reid,  Renfrew  Road. 
Zrd    „       William  H.  Gordon,  Meania. 

Algebra— Jane  Begg,  CasUehead. 

ARITHMETIC. 
Medals  presented  by  Mr.  WOliam  Hodge,  Pkdsley,  for  Greatest  Improve- 
ment— 
Jeanie  TniU,  Craigielea.  |  Matthew  P.  Eraser,  Underwood. 

OIRI& 
FIRST  GLASS. 

1.  Janet  Jaidine^  Blackstone.  |  2.  Jeanie  Smith,  Sauoel  Bank. 

SBOOND  GLASS— (Ist  Division.) 
Elizabeth  Hall,  Renfrew,  }  n^^.i 

Mary  Gibb,  Caledonia  Street,    J^«*^ 

8BC0in>  GLASS— (2nd  Division.) 
1.  Isabella  Duncan,  High  Street      |  2.  Maggie  Niod,  Stevenson  Street 
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BBOOKD  CLASS.— (3rd  Division). 
Jeanie  Gibb,  Caledonia  Street. 

THiKD  CLASS— (lat  Division.) 
Jane  Dabrymple,  Glen  Street. 

THiBD  CLASS — (2nd  Division.) 
Jane  M.  Hutcheson,  Garthland  Place. 

THIRD  CLASS — (3rd  Division.) 
Janet  M'Kechnie,  Old  Sneddon  Street. 

POUBTH  CLASS — (Ist  Division.) 
Jeanie  Mitchell,  New  Sneddon  Street. 

F0T7BTH  CLASS— (2nd  Division.) 

BOYS. 

PIBST  CLASS— (let  Division.) 
Bobert  Barr,  Greenock  Road. 

PIBST  CLASS — (2nd  Division.) 
James  M*Murchy,  Castlehead,         )  tj,^„^, 
Thomas  P.  Reid,  Renfrew  Road,     J  ^^^^ 

SBCOND  CLASS— (1st  Division.) 
Walter  Brown,  High  Street. 

SECOND  CLASS — (2nd  Division.) 
Neilson  Bryce,  Greenock  Road. 

THIRD  CLASS — (Ist  Division.) 
1.  Alex.  Macfarlane,  Hunter  Street  1 2.  James  Inglis,  Johnstone,  >  i].^„.i 

I  2.Geo.P.0raw,CaledoniaSt.  ]*  *^'**"- 

THIRD  CLASS— (2nd  Division.) 
Walter  S.  Lewis,  Storie  Street. 

THIRD  CLASS.— (3rd  Division). 
1.  Robert  Bryce,  Greenock  Road.     |  2.  Robert  Graham,  New  Sneddon. 

POURTH  CLASS. — (Ist  Division). 
James  Coats,  Castlehead,  li?^„.i 

Archibald  Fleming,  Castlehead,    f^^^ 

POURTH  CLASS.— {2nd  Division). 
William  Dobie,  Love  Street, 

EXERCISES. 


Jane  Macfarlane,  Honter  Street. 
Mary  Macfarlane,  Honter  Street. 
Isablella  H.  Eraser,  Underwood. 
Marion  Holms,  Sandvford. 
Agnes  M'Kean,  Castlehead. 
Robina  Abercrombie,  Gilmonr  St. 
Florence  Lamb,  Underwood. 
Alice  Haoxwell,  Hawkhead. 


Eliza  Donaldson,  Stow  Plao& 
Mary  A.  Walker,  Moss  Street 
George  Hamilton,  Blackliuid  MilL 
Edward  Hart,  Garthland  Street 
LachlanP.  Fraser,  Underwood. 
John  Hodgart,  Milliken  Park. 
William  i  oill,  Craigielea. 
David  Donaldson,  Stow  Place. 
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Two  aOnr  Medili  iBiiMlml  bj  Ifr.  Robert  Brown,  Undorwood  Park, 
fotGnaJta^  Improremeoft — 

FlonCkoipbdl,  East  Biiduuian  Street 
Jamm  Lyle^  Biihoptoo. 

>— till  bj  Mr.  WHfiam  Hodge,  Paidey,  for  Hi^best  ] 
BovsBd,  Cadns.  | /ames  Bdd,  Beofrew  Boad. 

GEBUS. 
FOeST  CLASS— {Ist  DmBOIL) 

Cktk.  JcsBfltta  HoDdenon,  Ctttlehiiad. 

FOeST  CLASB— <2lld  DlYIflioiL) 

Ama  J.  Fnaer,  Underwood. 


warn  CLASS.— (3tol  DirisiasiX 
Agnes  Swan,  CmaaejM&, 

SBOOSD  CLASS— (Ut  DhrisioD.) 
Ifaij  M'Nah,  ICdton. 
SBooao)  CLASS— (2nd  Dmsioii.) 
Annie  B^own,  Underwsod  Pack.  >  »      , 
GeorginnMawB,  West  Bene,      f^V^ 

SB0O3n>  CLASS— (3rd  Dhrision.) 
Miflgie  MinTirtwr,  CitftV^ihead. 

THDLD  CLASS — (1st  Division.) 
Jane  Baldenton,  Sracel  Bank. 
THULD  CLASS— (2nd  Dtriaion.) 
Maggie  HendenoB,  GMtlebead. 
TBOLD  CLASS — (3^  Dirisimi.) 
CedliaMaaKO,  West  Brae,        »„      , 
laa^Yoonfr  St.  Jamas' Street,  f^V^*^ 

THiBD  CLA8SL— (4th  Divisian.) 
Loniaa  Hoei^  Hlgjb  Street. 

FousTH  CLASS — (Ist  Divisioa.) 
Franda  IX  Adam,  FergoiGe. 

FOUSTH  CLASS — (2nd  DtrisoiL) 

EDen  M.  Thomaoo,  Barday  Street. 

roirsxH  CLASS — (3rd  Diyiaicm.) 

Mary  Fisher,  CraigiriwL 

BOTS. 

nssT  CLASS. — (1st  DiTisioa). 
Aksaoder  Craw,  Greenock  Road,  >  v^^^i 
Wm.  H.  Gordon,  Means.  j  ^'^^'"^ 

riBST  CLASS — (2nd  DivisioiL) 
Robert  PoQock,  Old  Sneddon  Street,    )  i3u».i 
William  Hoeck,  High  Street  J  JsqnnL 
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SBCOND  GLASS — (Iflt  Division.) 

William  MacKean,  Galside. 
SEOOND  CLASS— <2nd  Division.) 

Wilson  BaircL 

SBC0ia>  CLASS. — (3rd  Division). 

Alexander  Oibb,  Caledonia  Street 

THiBD  CLASS. — (1st  Division). 

William  Fleming,  Fnllwood. 

THIRD  CLASS. — (2nd  Division). 

Daniel  Poison,  Oanze  Stireet 

THIRD  CLASS — (3rd  Division.) 

James  Beid,  Renfrew  Boad. 

FOURTH  CLASS— (Ist  Division.) 

William  Allison,  Gartvale  Hoose. 

FOURTH  CLASS— C2nd  Division.) 
Wm.  B.  Ballaatynei  Oleniffer. 

FOURTH  CLASS. — (3rd  Division.) 
Bobert  Hunter,  Orchard  Street. 

ORNAMENTAL  WRITING. 
I.  Maggie  Thomson,  Abbey  Street   I  3.  Wm.  C.  Robertson,  CasUehead. 
Z  Jane  Lang,  Canseyside,  | 

BOOK-KEEPING. 
I.  Charles  Macalpine,  Castlehead.     I  3.  James  Begg,  Castlehead. 
2L  Bobert  Cowan,  ChoitshhilL 


tSth  June,  187S. 

L-CLASSICAL  DEPARTMENT. 

LATIN  AND  GBEEK. 

The  Barrie  Medal- 
Matthew  Pollock  Eraser,  Underwood. 

FUTH  CLASS. 

1.  Catherine  Jeanetta  Henderson,  I  2.  James  FoUerton,  Merksworth. 
Castlehead.  |  3.  John  Dmmmond,  Garthland  St 

FOURTH  CLASS. 

1.  James  M'Morehy,  Castlehead.     i  3.  James  Begg,  Castlehead. 

2.  Jeanie  Smith,  Saucel  Bank.  | 

THIRD  CLASS. 

1.  Bobert  Barr,  Greenock  Road.       I  4.  William  H.  Gordon,  Meams. 

2.  John  A.  Forrest  Castlehead.  6.  William  Yoill,  CraigielMk 

3.  James  Dodds,  Garthland  Place.    | 
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SflCONB  CLAiSS. 

SpeciiJ  Prize — 
Margaret  Hendenon,  GaatldieAd. 

1.  Jamea  Baldenfcon,  Saacel  Bank.   I  4.  Jamea  Glen*  Oairtikh<^. 

2.  Jamea  Arthnr,  Banhaw.  5.  AlCTaiidrr  Gibb^  Oalfldnntt  St 

3.  Daniel  Polaon,  Ganae  Street         | 

HBST  CLASS. 

1.  ^^nniain  Yoanff,  Canaeyaide.         I  4.  George  Robertaon,  Stone  Street 

2.  Alexander  Leckie,  Oroaa.  5.  William  Cknta,  Caatlehead, 

3.  Bobert  CImA^  Barrhead.  | 

GERMAN. 

(Senior  DiTisioiL) 

Maggie  ThOTiaon,  Abbey  Street 

(Junior  Diviaion.) 

In  the  Jonior  German  DiTiaion  there  waa  sach  nnifonn  ezoeOenoein  pro- 

fioien(^  and  ap^cation,  that  no  single  jffize  ooold  be  given.      Xhe 

foUowmg  pnpua  deserve  honourable  mention : — 

GIRLS.  B0V8. 

Catherine  J.Henderson,  Caatlehead.  I     Jamea  Clark,  ChapeL 
Isabella  Alliacm,  Kilbarchan.  I     Matthew  Fraaer,  tjnderwood 

Anna  Fraaer,  Underwood.  | 

FRENCH. 
(Second  or  Hi^ieat  Division.) 

OIBLB.  BOTS. 

1.  Anna  Fraaer,  Underwood.  |  L  Jamea  M^Mnrdiy,  Caatlehead. 

2.  Blaggie  Thomaon,  Abbey  Street   | 

(First  Division.) 

1.  laabella  Fraaer,  Underwood.         1 1.  Matthew  Fraser,  Underwood. 

2.  Jane  King,  St  Jamea  Street        | 

jxnnoB  CLASS. 

1.  Eliaa  Pollock,  Hi^  Street  I  1.  Charlea  Macalpine,  Caatlehead. 

2.  Agnee  M^Kean,  Caatlehead.  2.  William  Hohns,  Sandyford. 

3.  Jane  Whitehead,  Broomlanda.      | 


XL— ENGLISH  DEPARTMENT. 
**  The  Reid  Prizes,"  for  Excellence  in  iED^er  English. 
Jeanie  Smith,  Saacel  Bank.  |  CTharlea  S.  Macalpine,  Caatlehead. 

Gold  Medal— -presented  by  Sir  Peter  Coats,  for  Excellence  in  T^igiMh 

Composition. 

James  M'Morchy,  Caatlehead. 

Rev.  Mr.  Brown,  the  adjudicator  in  this  prize,  said  that  he  had  had 
considerable  difficulty  in  commg  to  a  decision.  Eleven  Essays  had  been 
aent  in.  The  numl>er  of  mar^  indicating  perfection  had  l>een  fixed  at 
170 ;  and  of  the  girls,  A  had  114  marks  ;  B,  94 ;  C,  131 ;  D,  118 ;— >while 
of  the  boys,  A  had  134;  B,  125;  C,  128  ;  D.  92  ;  E,  126;  F,  98;  G.  7a 
The  prize  had  therefore  been  gained  by  onlv  a  few  marks  by  boy  A  over 
girl  C.  He  did  not  know  who  they  were,  but  the  Pfovoet  would  now  be 
able  to  telL — ^The  Provost,  after  examining  the  documents,  declared  the 
boy  A,  with  134  marks,  to  be  James  M'Murchy,  CJastlehead ;  and  the 
girl  C,  with  131  marks,  to  be  Jane  King,  St  James  Street 
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Silver  Medals  presented  by  Dr.  M'Keohme  to  the  pupils  who  obtained 

the  greatest  number  of  first  prizes  during  the  last  four  years. 
Jeanie  Smith,  Saucel  Bank.  |  Charles  S.  M 'Alpine,  Castlehead. 

Silver  Medals  presented  by  Mr.  Thomas  Coats,  for  Excellence  in  British 

History  and  Creography. 
Jeanie  Smith,  Saucel  Bank.  |  James  Begg,  Castlehead. 

Senior  Bailie*s  Prizes,  presented  by  Bailie  Cochran,  for  Excellence  in 

Physical  Geography. 
Jane  King,  St.  James'  Street.  |  James  M'Murohy,  Castlehead. 

Ministers'  Prizes,  for  Excellence  in  Bible  Knowledge. 
Maggie  Watson,  Mazwelton  Farm.   |  William  Young,  Causeyside. 

Elocution  Prize,  presented  by  Mr.  P.  Comyn  Macgr^;or,  of  Brediland. 
James  M*Murchy,  Castlehead. 

PRIVATB  CLASSES— (Senior.) 

SECOND  CLASS. 

1.  Jeanie  Smith,  Saucel  Bank.  |  2.  Jeanie  Dobie,  Love  Street 

FIBST  CLASS. 

1.  Jane  King,  St.  James'  Street        |  2.  Annie  Orr,  Largs. 

ADVANCED  CLASSES. 
SECOND  CLASS. 

1.  J.  M'Murchy,  Castlehead.  |  2.  J.  Begg,  Castlehead. 

FIRST  CLASS. 

1.  Robert  Barr,  Greenock  Road.        |  2.  William  H.  Gordon,  Meams. 

COMPOSITION   EXERCISES. 

For  voluntary  Christmas  Work.     (Highest  Classes.) 

SECOND  CLASS. 

1.  James  M'Murchy,  Castlehead.      |  2.  Charles  S.  Macalpine,  Castlehead. 

FIRST  CLASS. 

1.  Annie  Orr,  Largs.  |  2.  Robert  Barr,  Greenock  Road. 

SECOND  CLASS — (2nd  Division.) 

OIELS. 

1.  Williamina  Brown,  Underwood  Park. 

2.  Annie  Brown,. Underwood  Park. 

BOTS. 

1.  William  Young,  Causeyside.         (  2.  Alexander  Gibb,  Caledonia  St. 

FIRST  CLASS — (Girls.) 

1.  Maggie  Watson,  MaxweltonFarm  i  3.  Isabella  Eraser,  Underwood. 

2.  Jeanie  Gibb,  Castlehead.  | 

BOYS. 

1.  John  Forrest,  Castlehead.  |  2.  James  Inglis,  Johnstone. 

Y  3 


Digitized  by 


Google 


690  AFFBKDIX. 

8ECX)ia>  CLASS— {1st  DiTision.) 

OIRUS. 

1.  Janet  Dnunmond,  Garthland  St.  |  2.  Jeanie  Mitchell,  New  SQeddon  St. 

BOYS. 

1.  John  Brown,  High  Street  |  2.  Bobert  Paterson,  St  James  St 

FIBST  CLASS — (OIRLS.) 

1.  Jane  Calderwood,  Love  Street     |  2.  Annie  Begg,  Castlehead. 

BOTS. 

1.  Dayid  Donaldson,  Stow  Place.       |  2.  John  Baird,  KetherhUL 

JUNIOR. 
8B00ND  CLASS— (3rd  Division.) 

GIRLS.  BOTS. 

1.  Cath.  Dnunmond,  Garthland  St   11.  James  Fergoson,  Marehfield. 

2.  Fanny  Inglis,  Johnstone.  |  2.  Bobert  Henderson,  Caatlehead. 

nBST  CLASS. 

1.  Maiy  Tain,  Craigielea.  I  1.  Robert  Hunter,  Caoseyside. 

2.  Jane  Halden,  CarriagehilL  I  2.  £dward  Aikman,  CamphilL 

SBCOND  DIVISION — (OIRLS.) 

1.  Jane  Ballantyne,  Qleniffer. 

2.  Eva  Mapgregor,  Caoseyside. 

BOTS. 

I    Andrew  Ck>ats,  Fergoslie  Honse,    )  v^^.i 
*•  Thomas  Jack,  BlackhaU.  {  *^™* 

2.  Peter  Duican,  High  Street 

SJSCOND  CLASS— (let  Division.) 

OntLS.  BOYS. 

1.  Jessie  Fleming,  Castlehead.  1 1.  John  Malloch,  Elderslia. 

2.  Jane  P.  Fraser,  Underwood.         |  2.  John  J.  Yoong,  Canaeyside. 

FIBST  CLASS. 

Kate  Smith,  Sancel  Bank.  |     Alexander  Qemmel,  Neilston  St 

IfAPPIKO. 

Charles  Lewis,  Stone  Street  I     James  Inglis,  Johnstone. 


William  Peook,  Meikleriggs.  |     Allan  Youig,  Follwood. 

BIBLE  KNOWLEDGE. 

Jessie  Conningham,  Lady  Lane.       |  David  Donaldson,  Stow  Place. 
INITIATORY  CLASSES. 

BIBLE  KN0WLA>aB. 

1.  Kate  Dmmmond,  Garthland  St<    I  l.«  William  Adam,  Feraoslie. 

2.  Jane  Ballantyne,  Gleniffer.  |  2.  Tom  Jack,  BlackhaU  Baildiags. 

FIFTH  CLASS. 

Lizzie  Maogregor,  Lonend. 

FOURTH  CLASS. 

1.  Tomina  Walker,  Moss  Street.       i  1.  Andrew  Gilmonr,  Moss  Street 

I  2.  James  Lee,  Stanley  Moor. 

THIBD  CLASS. 

Robert  Gilchrist,  Wellmeadow.         |  James  Ronald,  New  Sneddon  St 
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SECOND  CLASS. 

Catherine  Gibson,  Wardrop  Street    |  Robert  Pinkerton,  Wellmeadow. 

FIRST  CLASS. 

James  Cairns,  Causeyside. 


m.— MATHEMATICAL  AND  COMMERCIAL  DEPARTMENT. 
MATHEMATICS. 

Medal  presented  by  Mr.  James  Arthur,  Barshaw,  for  Greatest 

Improvement — 

Robert  Barr,  Greenock  Road. 

OEOMETRT — 

Matthew  P.  Eraser,  Underwood,   >  ii.^„«i 
William  H.  Gordon,  Meams,  ;  ^°*^ 

ALOEBRA— 

Charles  S.  Macalpine,  Castlehead. 
ARITHMETIC. 

Medals  presented  by  Mr,  WiUiam  Hodge,  Paisley,  for  Greatest 
Improvement — 
Jessie  Rowan,  Candron.  |     James  M*Marohy,  Castlehead. 

OIRLS. 

FIRST  CLASS— (Ist  Division.) 
Jane  King,  St.  James  Street. 

FIRST  CLASS. — (2nd  Division.) 

Isabella  H.  Eraser,  Underwood. 

SECOND  CLASS — (1st  Division.) 

1.  Jeanie  E.  Coats,  Castlehead.         I  2.  Isabella  Dancan,High  St.  >  v^,^ 

I  MaggieNicoljStevensonSt,)  "<"*^ 

SECOND  CLASS — (2nd  Division.) 
Williamina  Brown,  Underwood  Park,  >  t?«„«i 
Ellen  Gilmour,  High  Street,  {  ^^^ 

THIRD  CLASS — (Ist  Division.) 

Jeanie  Watson,  Maxwelton  Earm. 

THIRD  CLASS — (2nd  Division.) 

Isabella  Bryoe,  Greenock  Road. 

FOURTH  CLASSh— (Ist  Division.) 

Annie  Begg,  Castlehead, 

FOURTH  CLASS. — (2nd  Division.) 
Mary  Ynill,  Craigielea. 

FOURTH  CLASS. — (3rd  Division.) 
Margaret  Martin,  West  Croft 

BOYS. 

FIRST  CLASS — (Ist  Division.) 
Charles  S.  Macalpine,  Castlehead. 
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FIRST  CLASS — (2nd  Diyision.) 
John  Forrest,  Castlehead,      >  xv,„«i 
William  Peock,  Meikleriggs,  j"  ^"**- 

SEOOKB  oLAsa— (Lst  Divifdon.) 
1  Ndlson  Biyce,  Groenock  Boad.     |  2.  William  ToUl,  CMlgielea. 
SBCOND  CLASS — (2nd  DiTision.) 

James  Inglis,  Johnstone. 

SEOOKD  CLASS — (3rd  Diviaion.) 

James  McGregor,  Caoseyside. 

TBiBD  CLASS — (Ist  Diviaion.) 

John  Ronald,  New  Sneddon  Street. 

THiKD  CLASS— -(2nd  Dirision.) 

Bobert  Graham,  New  Sneddon  Street. 

FOURTH  CLASS— (lst  Diviflion.) 

1.  Archibald  Fleming,  Castlehead.    |  2.  James  Coats,  Castlehead. 

FOURTH  CLASS — (2nd  DiyiBion.) 

James  Feigoson,  Marchfield. 

FOURTH  CLASS— (3rd  Division.) 
Andrew  Arthur,  Barshaw. 

EXERCISES. 


Jeanie  Smith,  Sancel  Bank. 
Agnes  M'Kean,  Castlehead. 
Jane  Whitehead,  Broomlands. 
Maggie  Watson,  Maxwelton  Street. 
Jessie  Thomson,  High  Street 
Annie  Brown,  Underwood  Park. 
Alice  M*Nab,  Midton. 
Janet  Yuill,  Craigielea. 
Janet  Drommond,  Garthland  Street. 
Mary  J.  Walker,  Moss  Street 


James  Beg^  Castlehead. 
Charles  .A^jXcwis,  Storie  Street 
Matthew  M'Kean,  Castlehead. 
Thomas  Rodger,  Caoseyside. 
George  Robertson,  New  Sneddon. 
James  Dodds,  Garthland  Place. 
Albert  Lewis,  Storie  Street 
David  Donaldson,  Stow  Place. 
Thos.  G.  Abercrombie,  Gilmoor  St. 
John  Malloch,  Elderalie. 


WRITING. 
Two  Silver  Medals  presented  by  Mr.  Robert  Brown,  Underwood  Park, 
for  Greatest  Improvement 
Annie  Orr,  Laigs.  |      Alex.  C.  Gibb,  Castlehead. 

Prizes  presented  by  Mr.  William  Hodge  for  Highest  Marks. 
Robma  Abercrombie,  Gilmonr  St   |      William  H.  Gordon,  Meams. 

GIRLS. 

FIRST  CLASS— {1st  Division.) 
Agnes  PoUok,  Back  Sneddon  Street 

FIRST  CLASS— (2nd  Division.) 
Annie  Brown,  Underwood  Park,  >  ^       , 
Georgina  Masson,  West  Brae,       /  ^'***- 

SECOND  CLASS — (1st  Division.) 
Maggie  Cairns,  Castlehead,  >  p.  „  • 

Jane  Dalrymple,  St  James  Street,  f  ^^^ 
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SBGONB  CLASS — (2nd  Divifdon.) 

Jeanie  F.  Gibls  CasUehead. 

THIRD  CLASS — (Ist  Diviflion.) 

Cecilia  Masson,  West  Brae. 
THIRD  CLASS — (2nd  Division.) 
Jane  Calderwood,  Love  Street. 

THIRD  CLASS — (3rd  Division.) 
Jane  Fraser,  Underwood. 

THIRD  CLASS — (4tli  DivisioD.) 
Mary  Fisher,  Craigielea. 

FOURTH  CLASS — (Ist  Division.) 
Eliz.  Johnston,  Stow  Place. 

FOURTH  CLASS — (2nd  Division.) 
Jessie  Fleming,  Castlehead 

BOYS. 

FIRST  CLASS— -(Ist  Division.) 

William  Holms,  Sandyford,  I  Eaual 

Alexander  Wilson,  Stanley  Place,  >  ^ 

FIRST  CLASS — (2nd  Division.) 
John  M 'William,  Gateside. 

SECOND  CLASS — (Ist  DivisioD.) 
John  Macalpine,  Castlehead. 

SECOND  CLASS — (2nd  Division.) 

James  Glen. 
THIRD  CLASS — (Ist  Division.) 
John  Brown,  High  Street,       )  v^n^^ 
James  Weir,  Gilmour  Street,  J  ^^^ 

THIRD  CLASS — (2nd  Division.) 
William  Fleming,  Follwood. 

THIRD  CLASS— (3rd  Division.) 

Robert  Hunter,  Orchard  Street,  )  -cv,,,^! 
William  M 'Robert,  Castlehead,    J  ^^**- 

THIRD  CLASS — (4th  Diyision.) 
John  Fleming,  Castlehead. 

THIRD  CLASS — (5th  Division.) 
Thomas  Jaek,  Blackball  Buildings. 

FOURTH  CLASS — (Ist  Division.) 
Robert  Kyle,  Laigh  Parks. 

FOURTH  CLASS — (2nd  Division.) 
David  CroU. 
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vouBTB  CLAa^—{9rd  DiTukm.) 
Frad. 


BOOKKEEPIKO. 
Juum  Bagi.  CMtUhaad.  I  Jaav  Pnlkrioo,  Umknntih, 

BoUrt  Ikrr.  GMoook  Bo*d.  Umtj  Oibb»  < 

John  Cbrm,  Ul«afi«ld.  | 


INDUSTRIAL  DEPARTMENT. -B€ISS  HANNINOTON. 

nurr  cukM^ITAile  ^^om. 

L  0«MrginA  MMiwi,  Wort  Bn^       1 1  Haggia  Niool,  Stevootoa  Street 

Colomnd  Work. 
1,  J«HM  Rowmnd,  Cukdran.  |  2l  Jane  ThooMoo,  Jahmtonw 

A>i(M9  oiv'  0<nKyti<  Work 
L  Jane  Qibb»  GMtUMAd.  |  2.  litae  WOnii,  SUaley  PUoe. 

8BCX>H1>  CLAML 

L  Etin  DonaldMB,  Stow  PUoc       |  2.  Alioo  Uaan^  Bfidfton. 

8BC03ID  HOCB. 

EOaa  Qflnoor,  Hi^^  Street 

THULD  CLASS. 

L  Jcenie  MhdMU,  Hi^  Street       |  2.  Jeene  PuUne,  OMtleheed. 

POCltTH  CLASS. 

L  JuMtDmmmond^OertlileiidSt   |  2.  CeoOia  Mmmo,  Weet  BimcL 

BmbroidfTjf, 
Jane  Beldentoo,  SMoel  Beak. 


Mengie  Tbomeop,  Abbey  SUeet 

8B00VD  BOCB. 

lixne  Jahnrtonft,  Roeebenk  Cottage. 


DRAWING.— MR.  KIRKWOOD. 
Two  Silrer  Medala,  preaented  by  Provoet  Murray. 
Jane  Begg,  Castlehead.  |     Jamee  Gl«i,  Caatlebeed. 

OI&L8. 

1.  Jalia  Martuib,  BCidton.' 

2.  Isabel  AUUon,  Kilbarchan. 
S.  RnbinAAbercrombie,Gilmoar$t 

4.  Elizabeth  Campbell,  Caatlehead. 

5.  Mary  Gibb,  Caiitlehoad. 
ft.  Ma^e  Niool,  Stevenaoa  Street 

7.  Aiuia  T.  Fraaer,  Underwood. 

8.  C.JeanettaHendersoiifCa'lehdad 

9.  Mag£no  Cairns,  Castlehead. 
la  MatildA  Dubie,  George  Pbce. 


BOT& 

1.  WOliam  Peook,  Meiklerig^ 

2.  DaWd  Nicol,  SterenaoQ  Steeet 
X  John  Brown,  High  Street 

4.  Robert  Cairns,  (SwUehead. 
6.  Alexander  Wilson,  Stanley  Fl 

6.  James  Gnthrie,  Calside. 

7.  Charles  Jones,  MiHiken  Pwk. 

5.  (reorge  Macnab,  Midton. 
9.  John  Macalpine,  Castlehead. 

la  Robert  Hunter,  Orchard  St 
11.  Jamee  Coats,  Cactlehead. 
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VOCAL  music-Mr.  roy  fraser. 

SENIOR  CLASS. 

Annie  Brown,  Underwood  Park.       |  Jeanie  Gibb,  Castlehead. 

JUiaOB  GLASS. 

Jeanie  FiBher,  Craigielea.  I  Maggie  Martin,  West  Croft. 

Jeanie  Haldane,  Johnstone.  |  John  Macalpine,  Castlehead. 
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lisi  of  SabKriben'  Kunee  for  the  Work,  entitled,  ''  The  Traveis  of 
Tnu  GodUneu,  from  ike  begiMtng  of  ike  World  to  this  preaeni 
dm/,**  hy  Benjamin  Heack,  author  of  a  Book  called  '  War  with 
the  Deyfl  and  Sion  in  Distress.'  Glasgow  :  Printed  by  Archd. 
McLean,  for  Alexander  Weir,  bookseller,  in  Paisley. 

MDCCVX." 

( This  work  is  beBeved  to  he  the  Jirtt pubUsked  ta  Paidey.) 


Thomas  Kssland. 
James  Wallas,  in  Abbey  Inch. 
Bobert  Spar,  in  Dickhead. 
John  Maxwdl,  weaver  in.  Paisley. 
WiiHam  Wright,  weaver,  there. 
George  Key,  wearer,  there. 
Andrew  Stronoch,  12  copies. 
James    Andrew,    Schoolmaster   in 

Paisley. 
James  Gslbreath,  in  ABens,  Innch- 


John  Aitking,  weaver. 

Robert  Clark,  weaver. 

Adam  Anderson,  weaver. 

Walter  M'Anslaoe,  weaver. 

Andrew  Johnston,  weaver. 

James  Moody,  weaver. 

Archibald  Smith,  weaver. 

John  Leitch,  weaver. 

John  Brown,  weaver. 

John  HntchiBOii,  weaver. 

James  Smith,  weaver. 

William  Renfrew,  carter. 

Daniel  Brown,  weaver,  Kilmarnock. 

John  Mitchdl,  weaver. 

David  M'Morrie,  weaver. 

Robert  Moir,  weaver. 

William  Crawford,  weaver. 

John  Patison,  weaver  in  Paisley. 

Hugh  Keay,  weaver,  there. 

Jolm  Jamison,  weaver. 

James  Bowie,  weaver. 

John  Lochhead,  weaver. 

John  Ewing,  weaver. 

James  Henderson,  weaver. 

James  Brown,  weaver. 

James  Troop,  weaver. 

John  Reid,  weaver. 

James  Rowald,  weaver. 


Andrew  Brown,  weaver. 

David  Smith,  weaver. 

James  DoIIor,  weaver. 

William  Weir,  weaver. 

Walter  Robertson,  younger. 

Charles  Wright,  weaver. 

Andrew  Wr^t. 

William  Robertscm,  carior. 

Adam  Moir,  weaver. 

John  Mlidlen,  weaver. 

John  Barr,  weaver. 

Robert  Wallace,  weaver. 

Joseph  Orr. 

John  Wilson. 

David  Kerr,  mason  in  Kilbarehan. 

John  Moodie,  miller. 

George  Johnstone,  shoemaker. 

James  Tnglish,  weaver. 

Andrew  Gemmill,  weaver. 

Allan  Glen,  weaver. 

George  Wilson,  weaver. 

John  Parkhill,  weaver. 

William  Bnchan,  weaver. 

James  Calderhead,  wetkrer, 

Peter  Johnston,  weaver. 

Alexander  Fergus,  weaver. 

William  Ramsay,  weaver. 

John  Nicol,  weaver. 

Andrew  Simm,  weaver. 

John  Glen,  weaver  in  Paisley. 

James  Sannahill,  weaver. 

John  Langt  weaver. 

David  Miflen,  weaver,  2  copies. 

John  Craig,  weaver. 

James  Reid,  weaver. 

William  Wilson. 

James  Proven,  senior,  weaver. 

Alexander  Robison,  weaver. 

Hugh  Thomson,  weaver. 
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James  Kirkland,  weaver. 
James  Hillhouse,  weaver  in  Kilmar- 
nock. 
James  White,  shoemaker  in  Snedon. 
John  Mair,  shoemaker. 
Alexander    Smith,     shoemaker   in 

Paisley. 
William  Grey,  weaver. 
Thomas  Niven,  weaver. 
William  Reid,  weaver. 
James  M*Lachlan,  taylor. 
Andrew  Kerr,  weaver  in  Eoslands. 
John  Brown,  weaver. 
James  Pinkerton. 
John  Paterson,  weaver. 
John  Crawford,  weaver. 
Robert  Andrew,  weaver. 
William  Ross,  weaver. 
James  Muir,  weaver. 
James  Fulton,  weaver. 
James  Finney,  weaver. 
Timothy  Niblook,  weaver. 
James  Stevenson,  wright. 
Robert  Honstown,  weaver. 
Robert  Anchincloss,  in  Howrlat. 
Hugh  .Dunsmair,  weaver. 
Jolm  Clark,  of  Lochwinnoch. 
William  Robertson,  in  Abbey-inch. 
Thomas  Telferd,  weaver. 
John  Keys,  weaver,  in  Newmills,  3 

copies. 
William  Camming,  in  Mnirhead. 
James  Davie,  weaver. 
Joseph  Adam,  weaver. 
WHliam  Cowper,  weaver. 
Robert  Sime,  weaver. 
James  Gilmonr,  weaver. 
William  Bums,  weaver. 
Patrick  Muir,  baker. 
James  Bylie,  weaver, 
l^omas  Marshall,  weaver. 
William  Baien,  weaver. 
James  Kennedy,  schoolmaster  in 

West  Kilbride,  12  copies. 
William  Glen,  weaver. 
Thomas  Crichton,  smith. 
John  Neilson,  weaver  in  Paisley. 
William  Hope,  weaver  in  Jedburgh. 
James  Alexander,  wright   in    Kil- 

barchan,  12  copies. 
William  Brydine,  merchant,  there, 

12  copies. 
Johh  Orr,  shoemaker,  there. 
John  Millar,  baker,  there. 
John  M 'Hutchison,  baker,  there,  12 

copies. 
James  Aiken,  of  Sandholes,  12  copies. 
John  Love,  farmer  in  Kilbarchiui. 
James  Cooper,  distiller  in  Erskine. 


Archd.  Millar,  merchant  in  Kilbar- 
chan.  ^  / 

John  Ewing,  smith,  there. 

Thomas  Cobham,  excise  officer  in 
Kilmalcolm. 

Robert  Stevenson,  merchant  in  Kil- 
barohan. 

William  Speir,  farmer,  there. 

John  Craig,  wright  in  Paisley. 

Alex.  Houston,  weaver  in  Kilbar- 
chan. 

William  Orr,  smith,  there. 

Peter  Barclay,  clock-maker  in  Loch- 
winnoch. 

John  Stewart,  in  Kilbarchan. 

John  Barbour,  sen.,  merchant,  there. 

Archibald  M'Kendrick,  merchant  in 
Glasgow. 

William  Barbour,  merchant  in  Kil* 
barchan, 

John  How,  merchant,  there. 

Robert  Orr,  weaver,  there. 

Michael  Garner,  schoolmaster,  there. 

Walter  NicoU,  schoolmaster,  there. 

James  Aiken,  wright,  there. 

John  Honeyman,  hair-dresser,  there. 

John  Speir,  of  Ward  House. 

John  Barbour,' jun.,  merchant  in 
Kilbarchan. 

James  Miller,  merchant,  there. 

John  Aird,  taylor,  there. 

Robert  Logan,  greeve,  at  Fnlwood. 

John  Love,  wright,  there. 

James  Barr,  in  Grooves,  at  Hons- 
town. 

Matthew  Naiamith,  servant,  at  Ful- 
wood. 

Archibald  Houston,  in  Houston. 

Wm.  Henderson,  Erskine  Parish. 

George  Reid,  Kilellan  Puish. 

John  Crawford,  Kilellan. 

John  Miller,  Houston  Parish. 

Wm.  Hyndman,  Honstown  Parish. 

Gavin  Park,  weaver,  Kilellan  Parish. 

John  King,  cowpper  in  Honstown. 

Alex.  Sinclair,  in  Erskine  Parish. 

John  Erskine,  Kilellan  Parish. 

Robert  M'Ken,  in  Honstown. 

Robert  Cumming,  miller,  in  Hons- 
town. 

John  Wilson,  in  Houstonhead. 

John  Arthur,  in  BoghaU. 

John  Stewart,  at  Craigends,  5  copies. 

William  Orr,  in  Honstown. 

John  Barr,  shoemaker,  there. 

John  Jamieson,  shoemaker,  there. 

Thomas  White,  inNether-Craigends. 

William  Stewart,  schoolmaster,  ia 
Honstown. 
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John   Rom,    'Boe^master,   in 

Stewartown. 

John  Bell,  schoohnjwter,  thereu 

If  atthew  Wylie,  baker,  in  Glasgow. 

John  Patenon,  innkeeper,  there. 

James  Black,  miller,  in  Kilbarchan. 

William  Semple,  farmer,  there. 

John  M*Neil,  at  Bmntohielda 

Jamet  SteTen,  wright,  in  Kilbarchan 

John  Parker,  farmer,  in  Kilbarchan. 

William  Hair,  merchant,  there. 

Robert  Speir,  shoemaker,  there. 

Archibald  Speir,  portioner  of  Brunt- 
sheilda. 

Robert  Speir,  IHstiller,  there. 

Alexander  Speir,  of  Pishenlinn. 

Alexander  Speir,  in  Kilbarchan. 

William  Kirkwood,  in  Dalrey. 

James  W  vlie,  in  Stewartown. 

Archibald  Falton,  there. 

James  Glen,  in  Kilbarchan. 

Matthew  Stewart,  weaver,  there. 

J<^  Snyp,  schoolmaster,  in  Qoar- 
reltown, 

William  B^er,  falconer,  there. 

Archibald  Honstown,  flesher,  in 
Kilbarchan. 

William  Hall,  merchant,  there. 

Hogh  Lang,  weaver  in  Paisley. 

Jolw  FinlajTBon,  weaver,  there. 

William  Lang,  weaver,  in  Kilbar- 
chan. 

Andrew  Cleemy,  there. 

James  Stewart,  weaver,  there. 

William  EIngles,  weaver,  there. 

Jean  Speir,  there. 

John  Ounpbell,  there. 

Robert  Cochran,  weaver,  there. 

David    Miller,    weaver,    there,    7 
copies. 

Rob^  Jackson,  farmer,  there. 

James  Lans,  weaver,  there. 

James  Caldwall,  weaver,  there. 

William  Taylor,  merchant,  there. 


William  Barber,  of  Anchinteeber. 

James  Wylie,   Portioner  of  GaUft- 
berry. 

John  Wylie,  of  Moss-side. 

William  M'Kay,  portioner  of  Meikle- 
crossbill. 

William  Gray,  Distiller,  in  Irvine. 

John  Alexander,  portioner  in  Meikle- 
crosshilL 

William  Brydine,  wiight,  in  Kilbarw 
chan. 

Alexander  Thomas. 

William  Simpsons. 

Alexander  Paterson,   weaver,  in 
Overtown. 

William    Smith,   taylor,  in  North- 
cross. 

Thomas  Robertstm,  taylor,  in  Bar- 
long. 

Hugh  Workman,  taylor 

David  M'Qneen,  shoemaker. 

William  Malcolm,  weaver. 

Alexander  Hidr,  innkeeper. 

John   Duncan,  shoemaker  in  Kirk- 
town. 

John  Boyd,  tennant  in  high  Se*- 

Tuiln. 

James  Kennedy,  schocJmaster  in 

Kilbryde. 
Adam  Boyd,  wright,  in  Castlesen^e 
James  Hamilton,  servant,  there. 
Many  Grieve,  there. 
Agnes  Forhect,  there. 
Hellin  Finaly,  there. 
Agnes  Celle,  there. 
Alexander  Speir,  wright,  thereu 
John  Kennedy,  cook,  there. 
William    Latta,  wright,  at    Lodi- 

winnoch. 
John  Whyt. 

Hugh  Semple,  in  Kilbarchan  pariah. 
James  Campbell,  in  Lochwinnoeh. 
Thiunas  Low,  weaver,  in  Paisley. 
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Abercorn  (Family  of)  and  Paisley,     ...  ...  ...        286-269,290 

Academy  New,  proposed  (1836),         ...  ...  ...        194-196, 349 

Academy  (and  Grammar  School),  proposed  1859,  executed 

1864,  226-232,246-259 

Adamson,  Rev.  Patrick,  First  Reformed  Minister  of  the 
Abbey  and  Originator  of  the  Foundation  of  the 
Grammar  School,        ...  ...  ...  ...  6, 7 

Adie,  William,  Master  of  the  Scots  or  English  School 

(1760),  282-286,295 

Aitchison,  Alexander^  Master  of  the  Grammar  School 

(1664),  68-60 

Alexander,  Claud,  Doctor  of  the  Grammar  School  (1680),  65,  68,  69 

Alexander,  James,  Doctor  of  the  Grammar  School  (1703),         118,  120-124 

„  „        Master  of  the  Grammar  School  (1713),  124-128 

Almshouse  or  Hospital,  at  the  West  Steeple,  ...  ...       264,  iS8,  297 

Altarages,  forming  part  of  the  Endowment  of  the  Gram- 
mar School — 

(1.)  St.  Mirren  and  Columba, 9-19 

(2.)St.  Ninian, 19 

(3.)  St  Mary,  the  Virgin,         20 

(4)  St  Nicholas,  20,21 

(5.)  St  Peter, 21 

(6.)  St  Catherine,  22,  23 

(7.)  St  Ann,        23 

Appointment  of  Doctors  in  the  Grammar  School,  ...  48*60,  55,  57,58, 

6567, 69,  70,  7375. 118,  124-126,  136,  139,  140 

Appointment  of  Masters  in  the  Commercial  School,      ...        316-318,  327 

Appointment  of  Masters  in  the  Grammar  School,  ...  38,  41,  44,  47,48, 

61,  52,  66-58,  61, 62,  64-74,  117, 118,  124,  127,  129,  133,  135,  139, 

140,  176,  178,  205,  206 

Appointment  of  Masters  in  the  Parish  Schools  of  Paisley,    286,  287,  309, 

310,  313,  336,  344 
Appointment  of  Masters  in  the  Scots  or  English  School,     263,  264,  272- 

274,  278,  280-283,  286 
Appointment   of   Teachers   in   Grammar   School    and 

Academy,     ...  ...  ...  ...  ...     260, 261, 366, 

394,  395,  408,  413,  416,  416 
Arthur,  William,  Doctor  of  the  Grammar  School,  (1698),  74,  76 


Digitized  by 


Google 


600 

Biird,  John,  Doctor  of  tbo  Orsmmar  Sobool  (IMS).     ...  70*  75 

Boird,  Patrick.  Town  Drammor  (1651),  ...  •-  70. 71 

BaU,  WUham,  MmUt  oI  Um  GnmiiiAr  School  (1758)  ...  1S3 

BalliiigaU.  WiUiMi.  UmUt  oI  Um  Gnunmar  Sobool  (1751).  129,  130,  133 
Barclay.  Uagh.       ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  428 

Baynham,  (;«<orga  W.,  Taachar  ol  Eloootioii.  QramBar 

School  and  Acadamy  (1871).    .^  ...  ...      427,435,455 

Ban,  Thomaa.  Maatcr  o(  the  (irammar  School  (1604),   ...  38^ 

Ball,  WiUiam,  Maatarol  tha  Low  Pariah  (Storia  Siroat) 

School  (1788).  ^  ^.  ^  ...     286^288,337- 

330 
BtUmm  Oram wmJicaU  —grant  by  tha    Council    towarda 

tha  acting  of .  in  the  (inunmar  School  (1705),      ...  118.  120 

Binnia,  John,  Maaier  of  tha  Grammar  School  (1693),     ...  71-73 

Blaaohing'gTuan  di^wta  between    tha  Cochran  Family 

and  tha  Town  ConncU  (1655). 269,  272 

Boardan  at  the  Grammar  School,       ...  ^  ...     136,138^165, 

166.172 
Bowie,  John.  Joint-SAaater  of  tha  Grammar  School  with 

John  Stewart  (1725>,  ..  ...  127-120 

Brodta.  David,  Teacher.  Old  Sneddon  Stiaei—lua  onriona 

adTertiaameota,  kc,  ...  .••  .-  ...  326.  327 

Brown,  Kobert  (IVoToat).     ...  ...  ...      223-225,  231, 

247.  2S6,  258,  335.  848,  353.  379.  381,  387.  39i,  397,  401.  411,  413> 

418,  423,  43<  437,  450,  454,  458,  461,  486^  47(^  472,  477,  479.  48p, 

481 
Bkvkton,  William,  LL.D.,  Rector  of  tha  Qtammar  School 

(1842),  ...  ^  ...  «.  ...       205-221,223, 

230,  232,  238,  246,  254,  256,  261,  334,  351.  357.  380^  383.  390,  393, 

398,  401,  410.  414-116,  418.  43<  330,  451,  455,  «0,  467-469,  471 

Bryaon.  Ker.  Alexander 238,243 

Buchaoan.  Walter,  Doctor  of  the  Grammar  School  (1654X  57,  58 

Borgtaaabip  of  Maatera  of  the  Grammar  School,  ...  43,  47,  68^  120^ 

121,  126 

Do.  Doctor!  of  the  Grammar  School,  ...  67 

Do.  Hasten  of  the  ScoU  or  Engliah  School....        275,  278-280 

Bomaide,  William.  Master  of  the  High  Pariah  (West 

Steeple)  School  (178S)  286.  287 

Batter.Milk  Tax.  nnsaccesafuUy  reaiated  (1785-1789),  ...  158,  160 

Do.  lUot  ( 1747),  between  Beasy  Erston  and 

Peter  WOaon,  alia$  Patty  Button,        ^  ,.«  159, 160 

Campbell,  David  (Provott), ...      254-266,  347, 

348,  353,  354,  369 
Campbell.  Jamea,   Master  of  tha  High  Parish  (West 

Steeple)  School,  (1797),  - 287.  288 

Campbell,  John,  Master  of  the  Grammar  School  (1701).  117,  118 
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Campbell,  James  (SherifF),   ...  ...  ...  ...  356,367 

Candlemas  OfferiDgs  in  the  Grammar  School,  ...  ...  52-54,  136, 

168-170 

Ditto  in  High  School  of  Glasgow,  ...  169,  170 

Ditto  in  High  School  of  Edinburgh,  170 

Ditto  in  Grammar  School  of  Perth,  170 

Ceremonies  on  the  Occasion  of  Laying  the  Foundation 

Stone  of  the  New  Academy  (1863),       ...  ...  249-259 

Ceremonies  on  the  Occasion  of  Opening  the  Grammar 

School  and  Academy  (1864),    ...  ...  ...  346-357 

Chapel  of  St.  Rock,  &a,  part  of  the  endowment  of  the 

Grammar  School,       ...  ...  ...  ...  28-32 

Charles  11.  proclaimed  Ring  at  the  Cross  of  Paisley,  18th 

June,  1660,  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  109 

Charter  of  Foundation  of  Grammar  School   by  King 

James  VL  in  1576,     ...  ...  ...  ...  1-3 

Church   Accommodation   for   Scholars  of   the    Public 

Schools  (1736),  ..  280 

Clark,  Stewart,       ...  ...  ...  ...  ...     214, 386, 466, 

467 
Civil  Wars,  as  they  affected  Paisley  (1649-1655),  ...  96-108 

Coats,  Thomas  (of  Ferguslie),  ...  ...  ...      401,  439,  440, 

458,470 
Cochran  (Family  of )  and  Paisley,       ...  ...  ...  269-272 

Cochran's  (William,  of  Liverpool)  Bequest  of  £500  for 

the  Foundation  of  a  Secular  School  in  Paisley,    ...  222 

Council  Meetings,  Hours  of  (1648,  1651,  1668),  ...  62,  105 

Council  Resolutions  on  the  wearing  of  hats  (1617  and 

1648),  122 

Council  Meetings,  Acts  for  securing  good  behaviour  at, 

and  fining  Non-Attenders  (1601-2,  &c.),  ...  63,  105 

Council,  Acts  of  1650,   anent  the   respect  to  be  paid 

them  by  the  inhabitants,        ...  •.•  ...  93,  94 

Covenanting  sympathies  of  Paisley,  ...  ...  ....  109-ll6 

Cowie,  James,  Doctor  of  the  Grammar  School  (1690),  ...  69,  70 

Cowan,  or  CTowie,  James,  Master  of  the  Grammar  School 

(1692),  ... 70,  71 

Craig,  John,  Doctor  of  the  Grammar  School  (1714),      ...  124,  125 

Craig,   Robert,  Master  of  Works  (1610),  his  extensive 

powers,         ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  40 

Crichton,   Thomas,  Governor  of  the  Town's  Hospital, 

author  of  "The  Library,"  &c.,  &a,      179.  288,  308, 

324-327,  333 
Crinks,  William,  Master  of  the  Grammar  School  (1653),  57,  68 

Cross,  William  Paterson,  Teacher  of  Music,  Granmiar 

School  and  Academy  (1870), 416,419,434^ 

456,  467,  472 
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jMOim,  En^lkli  D^Miimeiit  of  Gfmmmar 
School  and  Academy  (1865), ...  365 

DaTidMB,  John,  Mjoter  of  the  Gnnmiar  Sdiool  (1761 ),  133-135 

DUTidMB,  Jolm,    Awmitant»  Town's  Eng^uh  or  Middle 

Panah  School  (School  Wynd),  296 

DidE,  A.  BL,  Dr.,  HA.,  LL.B.,  Free  Church  Trainuig 

CoDege,  Ghugow,       ...  ...  ...  ...  452 

Dichaon,  Geoc^  Aaaiafcant,  daaaical  Department,  Grnun- 

mar  Sduxd  and  Academy,        ...  ...  ...    261,  262,  351, 

380^387,393,398 
DiDDara,  after  the  Annw^l  Kxamm utiffnii  of  thff  Grammar 

School,  „.    17(>,  171,  181. 

183,193 
Diadpline  generaOy  of  the  Gnunmar  Schools  ctfScotiand,    49,50,63,76- 

83,  123,  211,  212 
Diatresi  in  P^yaley  in  1841-43,  ...  ...  ...  200-202 

Dodda,  Ber.  James,  ...  ...  ...  ...  437-439 

Donaldson,  Darid,  F.RLa,  Mast^  oi  the  En^^ish  De- 

IMrtment,  Grammar  School  and  Acadony  (1864),       366,  367,  377, 

38^  389.  39(),  394,  395.  397,  398,  408,  410,  416^8,  427,  434^  435. 

439,  452-455.  4S0,  471,  475 
Donald,    Robert,    Master  of  the    Low  Pariah   (Stone 

Street)  Sdiool  (1844-45),  342,343 

DoogaD,  William,  Master  oi  the  Grammar  School  (1699),  74,  117 
Dramatic  perf otmanoes  in  the  (Grammar  Schools  of  Scot- 
land.                        ^,     ^      119,  120 

Edneatinn  (Scotland)  Act,  1872.  and  the  Grammar  School 

and  Academy, 262,  448,  449, 

457,  4S0,  461.  469,  470.  476.  477,  479,  482 
Endowments  of  the  Grammar  School,  ...  ...     8-34,188,189 

Erection  of  the  differ^t  Grammar  Schools.     ...  ...  36, 37, 131,  132; 

133,  137.  138.  160^162 
EnUm.  Bessy  (1747).  h^  encounter  with  Peter  Wilson, 

o/mu  Patty  Button,     ...  ...  129.160 

Ewing,  H.  E  Cram,  M.P.,  ...  ...  ...       346,  354,  448 

Examination  of  (>>mmercial  School,  (1793)  317,  (1814;  319,  (1825)  320 
Examination  of  Grammar  School  (1782)  136.  (1793)  138,  (1814)  166,  167, 
(1825)  171,  172,  (1826-1832)  172.  173,  (1833)  181,  (1834)  189,  190^ 
(1835)  191-193,  (1836)  196.  197.  (1837)  197.  (1838)  199,  (1839.  and 
1840)  199,  200,  (1843.  1844,  and  1845)  209,  (1846)  210.  (1847)  211, 
212,  (1848)  212,  213,  (1849)  213.  (1850-1852)  216,  217,  (1853)  218, 
219.  (1854)  220.  221.  (1855)  221,  222.  (1856  and  1857)  ^3,  224^ 
(1858)  224,  225,  (1859)  229231 
Examination  of  Grammar  School  and  Academy  (1865)  368.  369,  (1866) 
377-386,  (1867)  387-393.  (1868)  396-401.  (1869)  408-413,  (1870) 
416-423,  (1871)  433-440,  (1872)  450-456.  (1873)  471-481 
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Examination  of  Low  Parish  (Stone  Street)  School  (1824),  339,  340 

Examination  of  Middle  Parish  or  Town's  English  School 

(1814)  297,  298,  (1825)  299,  300,  (1834)  311,  (1835)  312,  (1836)312, 

(1837  and  1838)  313 

Pees  in  the  Grammar  School  (1604),  39 ;  (1648-1650)  62-54 ;  (1654)  57 ; 

(1655)  58  ;  (1715)  125  ;  (1761)  134;  (1799)  140  ;  (1807)162;  (1809) 

162  ;  (1853)  217 
Pees  in  the  Sang  or  Music  School  (1618),         ...  ...  43 

Pees  in  the  Scots  (Town's  English)  School  (1705),        ...  274 

Pees  in  the  Parish  Schools  of  Paisley  (1788),  286,  337  ;  (1796)  287,  337  ; 

(1801)  288,  337 
Pees  in  the  Writing  or  Commercial  School  (1762)  316  ;  (1807)319  ;  (1813) 

319  ;  (1827)  321  ;  (1833)  321  ;  (1834)  321  ;  (1845)  328 
Pees  in  the  Grammar  School  and  Academy,    ...  ...      359,  365,  369, 

374,  386,  402,  407,  413,  423,  424,  441,  447,  459 
Pleming,  Rev.  A.  G.,  ...  ...  ...  ...  477,  478 

Prance,  Rev.  William,  ...  ...  ...  ...  221 

Praser,  James  Roy,  Teacher  of  Music,  Grammar  School 

and  Academy  (1873),  467,471,472 

Praser,  Rev.  William,  LL.D.,  ...  ...  ...       470,  479,  481 

Pulton,   Thomas,   appointed   Master   of  the  Grammar 

School  1653  (did  not  enter),     ...  ...  ...  66, 57 

Garden  Breaking  in  Paisley  (1606,  1618,  1690),  ...  264-266 

Glass,  David,  M.A.,T.C.D.,  Master  of  the  Commercial 

Department  Grammar  School  and  Academy  (1864),  261,  351,  376, 
377,  379,  380,  383,  389,  391,  398,  409,  417,  418,  428,  434^  439,  455, 
460,471 

Glen,  Allan,  Doctor  of  the  Grammar  School  (1700),       ...  74,  75 

„  Master  of  the  Scots  or  English  School  (1705),    274,  278,  280 

Glen,  George,  Master  of  the  Grammar  School  (1703),   ...     118,  120,  121, 
123,  124 

Gilmour,  David,     ...  ...  ...  ..  ...  297 

Goldenberg,  A.  G.,  Teacher  o!  Modem  Languages  in  the 

Grammar  School  (1837),  ...  ...  ...  197 

Gorrie,  John  B.,  Assistant,  English  Department  of  Gram- 
mar School  and  Academy  (1868),  ...  ...  408, 415 

Gondie,  James,  Teacher  in  Paisley,  Author  of  a  Poem 

against  the  custom  of  offerings,  at  Candlemas    ...  170 

Graham,  Rev.  William,  Lochwinnoch,  ...  ...  220, 221 

Grammar  Schools  of  Scotland,  before  and  after  the  Re- 
formation, and  their  influence  on  the  country,    ...  7,  8 

Hannington,  Miss  Mary,  English  Department  of  the 

Grammar  School  and  Academy  (1867)>  •••  ...       394^  397-398, 

499,  412,  416,  454,  471,  474 
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135-139 

154-]^ 
470 


424.447,457 
2H  288^297 

177,  178^  180, 


44-47 
392;  393 

276-278 


Hats,  the  wearing  of,  by  the  Conncil  (1617  and  1648), 
Henderson,  Robert,  First  Master  of  the  Granunar  School 

(1586),  

Henderson,  Rev.  Andrew,    ... 

Henry,  Mungo,  Rector  of  Qrammar  School  (1781), 

Herds  and  Herding  in  Paisley,   from  the  Sixteenth  to 

the  Middle  of  the  Eighteenth  Centniy, 
Hodge,  William,     ... 
Honours  gained  by  Pupils  of  the  Grammar  School  and 

Academy  at   the    Universities  of   Glasgow  and 

Edinburgh  (1869-1872),  

Hospital  or  Almshouse  at  West  Steeple, 

Hunter,  William,  LL.D.,  Rector  of  the  Grammar  School 

(1833),  

181,  189194,  197-200,  203-206,  208,  232-238,  256,  323 
Hutchison,   William,   Master  of  the  Grammar  School 

(1626),  

Hutton,  Rev.  George  C, 

Inventory  of  Mr.  Allan  Glen's  Means  and  Estate  (1724), 

Jack,  John,  Gift  of  Ground  for  the  extension  of  the 

Grammar  School  and  Academy,  ...  ...        424-427,435 

Janitors  of  Grammar  School  and  Academy,     ...  ...       358,  375,  377 

Kerr,  Andrew,  Master  of  the  Grammar  School  (1695),    ..  73,  74 

King,   John,  Interim-Master  of  the  Scots  or  English 

School  (1724),  278 

Kirkwood,   Thomson,   Teacher  of   Drawing,   Grammar 

School  and  Academy  (1868), 395,  396,  398, 

399,  410,  411,  417,  418,  420,  434,  456 
Elnox,  John,  Master  of  the  Grammar  School  (1645),     ...  47,  48 

Lamb,  J.  J.,  Architect,        232,  248,  249, 

350 

Lawson,  Robert,  Doctor  of  the  Grammar  School  (1646),  49,  50 

Lees,  John,  Master  of  the  Grammar  School  (1689),       ...  69,  70 

Leprosy  in  Paisley,               ...            ...            ...            ...  90, 91 

Library  in  connection  with  the  Grammar  School,         ...     180,   181,  191, 

199,  210 
License  by  Abbot  G.  Shaw  to  the  Convent  of  Paisley  to 

hold  the  Pittance  Silver,  &c.,                 ...            ...  33 

liUie,  John,  Master  of  the  Scots  or  English  School  (1724),  278-281 

Lochlomond,  Expedition,  The  (1715),               278-280 

Loohhead,  Matthew  (1651),  prohibited  from  keeping  a 

Private  School,           ...            ...            ...            ...  56 

Long,  G.  &  W.,  Teachers  of  Gymnastics,  Grammar  School 

and  Academy  (1869),               ...  413,414 
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Lorimer,  Alexander,  ABsistant  in  the  Grammar  School 

(1807),  166,  169,  172, 

173-175 

Macome,  Alex.,  Master  of  the  Commercial  School  (1806),    318-324,  327, 

328,  333,  348 
Macome,  Ebenezer,  Master  of  the  Commercial  School(1770),  317*319 

Macome,  Robert,  Master  of  the  Commercial  School  (1802),  317-319 

Mann,  John,  Assistant,  Commercial  School  (1814),       ...  319 

Manufactures  of  Paisley  (1730-1780),  142,  143 

March,  Thomas,  Master  of  the  Low  Parish  (Storie  Street) 

School  (1839),  341,34^2 

Marshal],  John,  First  Cultivator  of  the  Potato  in  the 

District  about  Paisley  (1740),  ...  ...  152-154 

Martin,  Rev.  John,  ...  ...  ...  ...  400, 401 

Maxwell,  Hugh,  Doctor  of  the  Grammar  School  (1717),  126 

Maxwell,  John,  Assistant,  Scots  or  English  School  (1758),  282 

Mayer,  James,  Teacher  of  Music,  Grammar  School  and 

Academy  (1867),        ...  ..  ...  ...    393,  398,  409, 

410,  416,  418 
Memorial  Stone  of  First  Grammar  School,        ...  ...  37,163-165 

Meyer,  Mons.  Nicolas,  Teacher  of  Modem  Languages, 

Grammar  School  and  Academy  (1867),  ...    393,  394,  398, 

409,  410,  416,  434,  455,  456 
Mitchell,  John,  poet,  ...  ..  ...  ...  295-297 

Morrison,  Thomas,  M.A.,  Rector  of  Free  Church  Normal 

School,  Glasgow,        ...  ...  ...  ...  474,475 

More,  William,  of  Caldwell,  at  the  Grammar  School 

(1648-1650), 52-54,  352 

Murray,  David  (Provost),  ..  ...      *     ...      213,329-333, 

385,  386,  417,  433,  439,  440,  450,  471,  481 
Murray,  John,  Master  of  the  Scots  or  English  School  (1702),  272-274 

Music  or  'Sang '  School,  in  connection  with  the  Grammar 

School,         37,43,44,55,68 

M 'Adams,  John,  prohibited  from  keeping  a  Private  School 

(1751)— his  career,      ...  ...  ...  ...  180,131 

M 'Donald,  James,  Master  of  the  Scots  or  English  School 

(1742) 280 

Macfarlane,  Hugh  (Provost),  ...    221,  222,  334, 

335,  349,  379,  381,  382,  385,  386,  396,  397,  401,  410 
M'Gilvray,  Peter,  Master  of  the  Commercial  School  (1845),   217,  327,  328, 

333,334 
Macgregor,  Patrick  Comyn,  ...  ...  ...      379,  381, 466 

Macgregor,  Rev.  James,       ...  ...  ...  ...  223 

M'Gregor,  John  Ross,  ...  ...  ...  ...  414 

M'Lean,  Rev.  John,  251-253 

M  'Oscar,  Wm. ,  Interim  Rector  of  Grammar  School  (1 842),  205 
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NiveD,   John  Contts,  Assistant,   English  Department, 
Grammar  School  and  Academy  (1870), ... 


415^454 


Opening  of  Grammar  School  and  Academy  (1864),         ...  346-259 

Opening  of  New  Granmiar  School,  in  Chnrchhill  (1802),  162 

Orr,  Alexander,  Master  of  the  Grammar  School  (1678),  65 

Paisley  in  1576,      ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4, 5 

Parish  Schools  established  in  Paisley  (1788),   ».  ...       285,  286,  336 

Park,  Alexander,  Master  of  the  Grammar  School  (1648),      51,  52,  55,  56 
Park,  Alexander,  Master  of  the  Grammar  School  (1662),  61-64 

Park,  Robert,  Master  of  the  Grammar  School  (1606),  ...  41,  43,  44 

Pasturing  of  the  Burgesses'  Cows  on  the  Common  Lands, 

from  the  Sixteenth  to  the  Middle  of  the  Eighteenth 

Century,       ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  154-158 

Peddie,  James,  Master  of  the  Town*s  English  (Middle 

Parish)  School,  (1787,  138,139,172, 

174,  180,  285-288,  295,  297-299,  309 
Peddle,  John,  Hector  of  the  Grammar  School  (1797),    ...      139,140,160, 

163,  165-169,  171-178,  180,  256,  306,  307,  309 
Peters,  David,  Assistant  in  the  Grammar  School  (1853),  217 

Pest  or  Plague,  Visitations  of,  in  Paisley,  &c,  ...     50,  51,  85,  86- 

89,  91-96 

PhilUps,  William  (Provost),  214,218,219 

Piene,  Mons. ,  Teacher  of  Modem  Languages  in  the 

Grammar  School  (1835),  ...  ...  ...  191 

Pinkerton,    ,    prohibited   from  keeping  a  Private 

School  (1714),  124 

'  Pittances  of  Honey  and  Obit  Silver,  anciently  belonging 

to  the  Monastery  of  Paisley,  part  of  the  Endow- 
ment of  the  Grammar  School,  ..  ...  ...  23-281,  33 

Pool,  John,  Assistant  in  the  Grammar  School,  ...  174 

Population  of  Paisley,  &c.  (1600,  1694,  1753,  1800),      ...  85,  142 

Porter,  James,  Master  of  the  Scots  or  English  School 

(1751 280,281 

Potatoes  introduced  into  the  District,  by  John  Marshall, 

about  1740, ^.  152-154 

Potato  Tax  in  Paisley,  ...  ...  ...  ...  152-154 

Precept  of  Sasine,  by  King  James  VL,  on  the  Charter 

founding  the  Grammar  School,  ...  •••  33, 34 

Preservation  of  order  in  Paisley  (1661),  ...  ...  60, 61 

Presbytery  of  Paisley  and  the  Grammar  School,  ...      39,  44,  45,  48, 

68,  59,  69,  70,  72,  73,  75,  128,  220,  366 
Printing  and  Publishing  in  Paisley  (1769-1790),  . . .  144^151 

Private  Teachers  in  Paisley,  Grant  in  Aid  of,  by  the 

Town  Council,  (1771)  283,  284,  (1794)  286,  287 

Prizes  (Barrie)  in  the  Grammar  School,  ...  ...  214-216 
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Prizes  (Reid)  in  the  Grammar  School,              ...            ...  428-433,  435 

Prosperity  and  Extension  of  Paisley  (1777-1781),           ...  143,  144 

Prohibition  of  Private  Schools  by  the  Town  Council,    ...  41,  50,  55,  66, 

124,  130 
Prohibition  of  Private  Sehools,  general  thronghout  Scot- 
land,            ...            ...            ...            ...            ...  41-43 

PubUcations  of  Paisley,  List  of  (1769-1799), 148-151 

Pujol,  Mons.  Louis,  Teacher  of  Modem  Languages  in  the 

Grammar  School  (1859),          ...            ...  ...               230 

Ramsay,  William,    Professor   of   Humanity,    Glasgow 

University,  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...     181,  189,  191, 

193,  196-199,  209 

Eankin,  William,  Master  of  the  Low  Parish  (Storie  Street) 

School  (1816),  338-341 

Eeid,  James,  Teacher  of  the  Town's  English  (Middle 
Parish)  School  (1842),  and  Master  of  the  English 
Department  of  the  Grammar  School  and  Academy 

(1864),  ...        ^ 225,  260,  261, 

298,  313-315,  351,  353,  357,  365,  266,  368,  428,  433,  435,  436,  452, 
460,  467-469 

Reid,  John,   Master  of   the   Town's    English  (Middle 

Parish)  School  (1833),  298,309-313 

Report  and  Abstract  Statement  of  the  Income  and  Ex- 
penditure in  connection  with  the  Erection  and 
Furnishing  of  the  New  Academy,  ...  ...  458-466 

Report  on  Paisley  in  1777,  by  Mr.  David  Loch,  of  the 
Board  of  Trustees  for  Fisheries,  Manufactures, 
and  improvements  in  Scotland,  ...  ...  142,  143 

Rules  and  Regulations  (Early)  in  the  Principal  Grammar 

Schools  of  Scotland,  ...  ...  ...  ..  76-83 

Salaries  of  Masters  of  the  Commercial  School, ...  ...      316,  317,  323 

324,  377 
Salaries  of  Masters  of  the  Grammar  School,     ...  ...      38-40,  51,  52, 

56-58,  61,  65,  68,  68-73,  117,  118, 124,  125,  127,  129,  130,  133,  135, 

137-140,  169,  176-178,  205,  206. 
Salaries  of  Doctors  of  the  Grammar  School,     ...  ...    50,  55,  57,  66, 

67,  69,  73-75,  118,  120-123,  125,  126,  135,  136,  139,  140 
Salaries  of  Masters  of  the  Scots  or  English  School,        ...        56,  273-276, 

278,  280-283,  310,  366. 
Sandford,  Sir  D.  K.,  Professor  of  Greek,  Glasgow  Uni- 
versity,        ...  ...  ...  ...  ...     181,  189,  191, 

193, 196-199 
"Sang"  Schools  throughout  Scotland,  ...  ...  43 

<'  Sang"  or  Music  School  in  connection  with  the  Grammar 

School,         37, 43,  44, 56, 58 
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Scholars — Changers   prohibited,    under   penalty,    &om 

selling  drink  to  (1673),             ...            ...            ...  64 

Sdater,  John,  Doctor  of  the  Grammar  School  (1721),    ...  126 
Schools,  under  the  Town  Council,  at  the  close  of  the 

Eighteenth  Century, ...            ...            ...            ...  141 

Scott,  Matthew,  Bailie,        ...            ...            ...            ...  389-390,  392 

Seedhill  Lands,  part  of  the  Endowment  of  the  Grammar 

School,          9,  19 

Session  of  Paisley  and  the  Grammar  School,   ...            ...  47,  48,  55,  57» 

58,  64,  66,  69,  74,  84,  128 

Session  of  Paisley  and  the  Town's  Schools,      •••           •••  128,  275,  280- 

288,  296,  297,  313,  324,  336-338,  340,  341-343 

Skeoch,  David,  Master  of  the  Grammar  School  (1676), ...  64, 65 

Smith,  Robert,  Master  of  the  Commercial  School  (1762),  316,  317 

Snodgrass,  Neil,  Master  of  the  Grammar  School  (1683).  66-68 

Social  Customs  of  the  Town  Council,               ...            ...  183-187 

State  of  Grammar  School,  generally,  down  to  1700,      ...  75,  76,  84,  85 

„                   „             at  Close  of  eighteenth  century,  140,  141 
Stephens,  James  B,  Assistant,  English  Department  of 

Grammar  School  and  Academy  (1864),  ...            ...  260,  261,  351, 

365,367 

Stewart,  John,  Doctor  of  the  Grammar  School  (1724),  ...  126,  127 
„         ,,     Joint  Master  of  the  Gnunmar  School,  with 

John  Bowie  (1^25) 127-129 

Stewart,  William,  Master  of  the  Grammar  School  (1683),  68,  69 

Strolling  or  Vaging  on  the  Sabbath  Day,  prohibited  (1752,)  131 

Sturrock,  Rev.  J.  B.,            ...            •••            ...            ...  454, 456 

Subscribers  to  the  New  Academy,      ...            ...            ...  462-466 

Syllabus  and  Prospectus  of  Grammar  School  and  Academy  (1864)  359-365; 

(1865)  369-374 ;  (1866-67)  386  ;  (1868)  402-407  ;  (1869)  413 ;  (1870) 

423-424 ;  (1871)  441-447  ;  (1872)  459 

Tannahill,  John,  Doctor  of  the  Grammar  School,  (1647),  60^  65 

Tavindale,  David,  Doctor  of  the  Granmiar  School  (1683),  67 
„             „       Master  of  the  Scots  or  EngHsh  School 

(1684),          67,263,264, 

272 

Toachers*  Court  of  Grammar  School  and  Academy        ...  374-377,  3^ 
Thomson,  Miss  Isabella,  English  Department  of  Grammar 

School  and  Academy  (1864), 260,261,351, 

358,  380,  389,  390,  393,  394,  397 

Thomson,  Rev.  John,  D.D.,               "  229,  230,  382- 

385 

Visitation  of  the  Grammar  School  by  the  Town  Council,  48,  54^  55,  59, 

172,  196 

Visiting  Committee  of  Grammar  School  and  Academy,  365,  366,  394 
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WaUdnshaw,  Wniiam,  Master  of  the  ScotB  or  English 

School  (1768),            281,282 

Wni,  John,  Master  of  the  Grammar  School  (1646),        ...  48,  61 

Wilson,  Alexander,  Poet  and  Ornithologist,    ...            ...  326,  326 

Wilson,  Professor  John  (Christopher  North),  ...       296,  300-306, 

308 
Wilson,  John,  Bector  of  Granmiar  School  of  Greenock 

(1776),          133,  134 

Wilson, ,  Teacher  of  Drawing,  Town's  English  (Middle 

Parish  School),           ...            ...            ...            •••  310 

Wilson,  Rev.  Andrew,  of  the  Abbey,              ...           ...  219 

Young,  Robert,  Doctor  of  the  Grammar  School,  (1649)«  66,  66 
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